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City oF HousTON Aniilse D Parkes

Mayor

P.O. Box 1562
Houston, Texas 77251-1562

Telephone — Dial 311
www. houstontx.gov

April 1, 2014

Greetings,

As Mayor of Houston, | extend a sgec:al congratulations to the editors and staff
of OutSmart Magazine on their 20" anniversary.

Prior to taking office, | wrote a column for OutSmart Magazine called /nside Out
at City Hall, which appeared in 94 issues over eight years.

OutSmart Magazine writes rich and informative articles about the LGBT
community which highlight the vital role that the LGBT community has in helping
improve Houston. OutSmart Magazine shows continued support to culturally
strengthen our city.

Please accept my best wishes on this special occasion. We are proud to have
OutSmart Magazine in our community.

Sincerely,

a0

Annise D. Parker
Mayor

Councll Members. Brenda Stardig Jerry Davis Eflen R Cohen Dwight A, Boykins Dave Martin | Richard Nguyen Oliver Pennington Edward Ganzalez
Robert Gallegos Mike Laster Larry V. Green Steghen C. Costello David W Robinsan Michasl Kubosh C.0. “Brad” Bradford
Jack Christie

Controller Ronald C. Green
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JOHN COOPER WORKS
PACEMAN

Combining a sophisticated new
take on iconic MINI style with go-
kart handling and standard ALL4
all-wheel drive, the new MIN|
John Cooper Works Paceman is a
fitting tribute to a racing legend.
One time behind the wheel is all
it will take for you to know that

RACING IS IN OUR BLOOD,

MOMENTUM MINI
10000 SOUTHWEST FWY
HOUSTON, TX 770774
800-557-5374

MOMENTUMMINI.COM

All-wheel drive available on MINI Cooper S Pacaman

ALL4 or MINI John Cooper Warks Paceman ALL4.

© 2013 MIN| USA, a division of BMW of North America,

LLC. The MINI name, model names and logo are
registered trademarks.
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Because Custom means something
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Publisher’s Letter

604 W. Alabama
Houston, TX 77006

Throwback _Twenty

OurSmart celebrates its 20th anniversary .: ?;% Q" -.,, 5 (tED 713.520.1484
£ o <® b 2 (alt)713.520.1044

as though we woke up every morning in a presses in February of 1994 with gay-affirm ] ] (fax) 71 35900‘1 6-‘]
AcadianBakers.com

elcome to OuTSmant's “Throw-
back Twenty” issue commemo-
rating our 20th year in publish-

ing. An anniversary is an gpportunity to
pause and reflect on where we've been, and
to acknowledge those who supported us
.';l]lll'll; the way

According to Chinese astrology, 1994
was the yvear of the Wood Dog, and those
born under this sign are known for hu-
manitarianism, justice, and equality. Oc-
cupying the 11th position in the Chinese
Zodiac, the Dog is said to symbolize char-
acter traits such as loyalty, compatibility
and kindness. Dogs, they say, “frequently
offer kind words and useful advice, too.”
Who knew that 1994 would be the perfect
year to begin publishing a new LGBT
magazine for Houston?

For many of us, the early '90s was a
very difficult time as the AIDS epidemic

was devastating our community. It seemed

state of anxiety caused by the loss of another
friend. Caring for our 11l friends became

a daily activity. In September of 1992, my
long-time partner Joey died from the disease
Since our relationship did not have legal
standing, his family decided that if I wanted
to stay in “our” house | would have to buy it
from them. It was time to move on.

A few months later, I received a letter
from their attorney, “Perhaps you can use
your experience to help others,” he wrote,
With that serendipitous suggestion, and the
motivation | gained from attending the 1993

“March on Washington for Lesbian, Gay and

Bi Equal Rights and Liberation™ with friends,

the seed was planted. A group of my friends,
cowarkers, and family members joined to-
gether during this exciting time and we
began publishing OuTSMmarr magazine just a
short time later.

The first 1ssue of OuTSMART rolled off the

ing couple Rod and Bob Jackson-Paris on the
cover. Unfortunately, their relationship did
not last, but OurSsart continued onward
through some rather intense “dog days” of
publishing. Twenty years later, who could
have guessed how far gav rights would have
come, or that marriage equality laws would
be spreading so quickly across the country?

Over the years, many talented writers
and editors, photographers, artists, and ad
reps have helped create the pages of Our-
SMarT. Our current staff, along with some
of our contributing writers, are pictured be-
low—along with a few 20-yvear-old throwback
photos of their yvounger selves

OurSmarT 18 grateful for the past 20
vears of steadfast support from the commu
nity and our advertisers. We look forward to
serving you for many years to come

(Greg Jeu, Publisher

1

Grace Yung

& When I was young and

dreams were new, I dreamed
of OutSmart, didn’t you?3)

—Sandra Bubbert, Owner

loanna Jackson led Ocot

You “Young Pups” are only
20— I've been here 35 years!

2 45

PC Douglas

Serving the Community
for over 35 years.

' Hatan Ammons

g

Lawrence Ferber

lohn Nagy Gregg Shapiro Terri Sfl-iii.:henmeyer

14 AFRIL 2014 QuiSmartMagazine.can




What is STRIBILD? Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV)
infection. If you also have HBV and
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Take any other medicines to treat
HIV-1 infection, or the medicine
lefovir (He ra“)

IMPORTANT SAFETY
INFORMATION

What is the most important
information | should know
about STRIBILD?

What are the other possible
side effects of STRIBILD?

STRIBILD can cause serious
side effects:

Serious side effects of STRIBILD
may also include

Build-up of an acid in your
blood (lactic acidosis), whi

New or worse kidney problems,
including kidney failure. Your

top taking STRIBILD

Bone problems, including bon:
pain or bones getting -.I-'i or thin,
Serious liver problems. The liver o fractures. Your
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You may be more likely to get
lactic acidosis or serious liver

;3r0b|ems f you are female, very The most common side effects
overweight (obese), or have been f STRIBILD include nausea and
taking ‘*-TF'I[-_',H D tor.a lc ng time In diarrhea. Tell your healthcare provider

f you have

You or don't go away

g STRIBILD, your hepatitis

Who should not take STRIBILD?

ay get stronger

any side effects that bother

What should | tell my STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used as
healthcare provider before 1 P P

taking STRIBILD? ; a complete single-tablet regimen to treat H,N.-1 in
It ) adults who have never taken HIV-1 medicines
All your health problems. Be stire ) \ before. STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS.
ta tell your healthcare provider if you
have or had any kidney, bone, or

iver problems, including hepalitis
virus infection.

All the medicines you take,
ncluding preserption and
nonprascription medicines, vitamins,
and herbal supplements. STRIBILD
may affect the way other medicines
vork, and other medicines may affect
how STRIBILD works. Keep a list of
all your medicnes and show it to your
healthcare provider and pharmacist.
Do not start any new medicines while
taking STRIBILD without first talking
with your healthcare provider.

| started my
personal revolution

Talk to your healthcare provider
about starting treatment.

STRIBILD is a complete HIV-1
treatment in 1 pill, once a day.

If you take hormone-based

birth control (pills, paiches, rings,
shots, etc).

If you take antacids. Take antacids
at least 2 hours before or aftar you
take STRIBILD

Ask if it's right for you.

If you are pregnant or plan to
vecome pregnant. It 18 not known
if STRIBILD can harm your unborn
baby. Tell your healthcare provider
if you become pragnant while

taking STRIBILD

If you are breastfeeding
(nursing) or plan to breastieed.
Do not breastfead. HIV-1 can
be passed to the baby in breast
milk. Also, some medicines in
STRIBILD can pass into breast
milk, and it is nat known if this
can harm the baby.

R

S

You are encouraged

to report negative side
effects of prescription
drugs to the FDA. Visit
www.fda.gov/medwatch,
or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see Brief Summary of
full Prescribing Information with
important warnings on the
following pages.

sTRIBILD’ |10 @

elvitegravir 150mg/ cobicistat 150mg/ emtricitabine
200mg/ tenofovir disoproxil fumarate 300mg tablets

e e e S — S R T 8 e K,



Patient Information

STRIBILD® (STRY-hild)
(elvitegravir 150 mg/cobicistat 150 mg/emtricitabine 200 mg/
tenofovir disoproxil fumarate 300 mg) tablets

Brief summary of full Prescribing Information. For more information,
please see the full Prescribing Information, including Patient Information,

What is STRIBILD?

= STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used to treat HIV-1 in adults who
have never taken HIV-1 medicines before. STRIBILD is a complete
regimen and should not be used with ather HIV-1 medicines,

» STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. You must stay on
continuous HIV-1 therapy to control HIV-1 infection and decrease
HiV-related ilinesses,

* Ask your healthcare provider about how to prevent passing
HIV-1 to others. Do not share or reuse needles, injection
equipment, or personal items that can have blood or body fluids
on them. Do not have sex without protection. Always practice safer
sex by using a latex or polyurethane condom to lower the chance
of sexual contact with semen, vaginal secretions, or biood.

What is the most important information | should know
about STRIBILD?

STRIBILD can cause serious side effects, including:

1. Build-up of lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis). Lactic
acidosis can happen in some people who take STRIBILD or similar
(nucleoside analogs) medicines. Lactic acidosis Is a serious
medical emergency that can lead to death. Lactic acidosis can
be hard to identify early, because the symptoms could seem
like symptoms of other health problems. Gall your healthcare
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms
which could be signs of lactic acidosis:

» feel very weak or tired

* have unusual (not normal) muscle pain

» have trouble breathing

* have stomach pain with nausea or vomiting
« feel cold, especially in your arms and legs
s feal dizzy or lightheaded

* have a fast or irregular heartbeat

2. Severe liver problems. Severe liver problems can happen in
people who take STRIBILD. In some cases, these liver problems
can lead to death. Your liver may become large (hepatomegaly) and
you may develop fat in your liver (steatosis). Call your healthcare
pravider right away if you get any of the following symptoms
of liver problems:

& your skin or the white part of your eyes tuns yellow (jaundice)
* dark “tea-colored” urine

* light-colored bowel movements (stools)

* |oss of appetite for several days or longer

* nausea

= stomach pain

You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver
problems if you are female, very overweight (obese), or have
been taking STRIBILD for a long time.

3. Worsening of Hepatitis B infection. If you have hepatlitis B virus
(HBV) Infection and take STRIBILD, your HBV may get worse

{flare-up) if you stop taking STRIBILD. A “flare-up” is when your
HBV infection suddenly returns in a worse way than before.

* Do not run out of STRIBILD. Refill your prescription or talk to
your healthcare provider before your STRIBILD is all gone

* Do nat stop taking STRIBILD without first talking to your
healthcare provider

= f you stop taking STRIBILD, your healthcare provider will need to
check your health often and do blood tests regularly for several
months to check your HBV infection, Tell your healthcare provider
about any new or unusual symptoms you may have after you stop
taking STRIBILD

Who should not take STRIBILD?

Do not take STRIBILD if you also take a medicine that contains:
» adefovir (Hepsera®)

» alfuzosin hydrochloride (Uroxatral®)

» cisapride (Propulsid®, Propulsid Quicksolv®)

* grgot-containing medicines, including: dihydroergotamine
mesylate (D.H.E. 45%, Migranal®), ergotamine tartrate (Cafergot®,
Migergot®, Ergostat™, Medihaler Ergotamine™, Wigraine®,
Wigrettes®), and methylergonovine maleate (Ergotrate®, Methergine®)

* |ovastatin (Advicor®, Altoprev®, Mevacor®)

* oral midazolam

» pimozide (Orap®)

= rifampin (Rifadin®, Rifamate®, Rifater®, Rimactang™)

» sildenafil (Revatio™), when used for treating lung problems
= simvastatin (Simeor®, Viytorin®, Zocor®)

» friazolam (Halcion®)

» the herb St. John's wort

Do not take STRIBILD if you also take any other HIV-1
medicines, including:

= Other medicines that contain tenofovir (Atripla®, Complera®,
Viread®, Truvada®)

= Other medicines that contain emtricitabine, lamivudine, or ritonavir
(Atripla®, Combivir®, Complera®, Emtriva®, Epivir® or Epivir-HBV®,
Epzicom®, Kaletra®, Norvir®, Trizivir®, Truvada®)

STRIBILD is not for use in people who are less than 18 years old.
What are the possible side effects of STRIBILD?

STRIBILD may cause the following serious side effects:

= See “What is the most important information | should know
about STRIBILD?"

* New or worse Kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your
healthcare provider should do blood and urine tests to check your
kidneys before you start and while you are taking STRIBILD. Your
healthcare provider may tell you to stop taking STRIBILD if you
develop new or worse Kidney problems.

» Bone problems can happen in some people who take STRIBILD.
Bone problems include bone pain, softening or thinning (which may
lead to fractures). Your healthcare provider may need to do tests to
check your bones.

* Changes in body fat can happen in people who take HIV-1
medicine. These changes may include increased amount of fat
in the upper back and neck (“buffalo hump"), breast, and around
the middle of your body (trunk). Loss of fat from the legs, arms
and face may also happen. The exact cause and long-term health
effects of these conditions are not known.

= Changes in your immune system (Immune Reconstitution
Syndrome) can happen when you start taking HIV-1 medicines. Your
immune system may get stronger and begin to fight infections that
have been hidden in your body for a long time. Tell your healthcare
provider right away if you start having any new symptoms after
starting your HIV-1 medicine.

The most common side effects of STRIBILD include:

* \ausea
* Diarrhea

Tell your healtheare provider if you have any side effect that
bothers you or that does not go away.

= These are not all the possible side effects of STRIBILD. For more
information, ask your healthcare provider,

= Call your healthcare provider for medical advice about side effects.
You may report side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.

What should | tell my healthcare provider before taking STRIBILD?

Tell your healthcare provider about all your medical conditions,
including:

= |f you have or had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including
hepatitis B infection

= [f you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if
STRIBILD can harm your unborn baby. Tell your healthcare provider
if you become pregnant while taking STRIBILD.

- There is a pregnancy registry for women who take antiviral
medicines during pregnancy. The purpose of this registry is to
collect information about the health of you and your baby. Talk
with your healthcare provider about how you can take part in
this registry.

* If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not
breastfeed if you take STRIBILD.

- You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk
of passing HIV-1 to your baby.

- Two of the medicines in STRIBILD can pass to your baby in your
breast milk. It is not known if the other medicines in STRIBILD can
pass into your breast milk.

- Talk with your healthcare provider about the best way to feed
your baby.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take,
including prescription and nonprescription medicines, vitamins,
and herbal supplements:

» STRIBILD may affect the way other medicines work, and other
medicines may affect how STRIBILD works.

* Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you take any of the
following medicines:

- Hormone-based birth control (pills, patches, rings, shots, eic)

- Antacid medicines that comtain aluminum, magnesium hydroxide,
or calcium carbonate. Take antacids at least 2 hours before or
after you take STRIBILD

- Medicines to treat depression, organ transplant rejection, or high
blood pressure

- amiodarone (Cordarone®, Pacerone™)

- atorvastatin (Lipitor®, Caduet®)

- bepridil hydrochloride (Vascor®, Bepadin®)
- bosentan (Tracleer™)

- buspirone

- carbamazepine (Carbatrol®, Epitol®, Equetro®, Tegretol®)
- clarithromycin (Biaxin®, Prevpac®)

- clonazepam (Klonopin®)

- clorazepate (Gen-xene®, Tranxene™)

- colehicine (Colcrys®)

- medicines that contain dexamethasone

- diazepam (Valium®)

- digoxin (Lanoxin®)

- disopyramide (Norpace®)
- estazolam

- ethosuximide (Zarontin®)
- flecainide (Tambocor™)

- flurazepam

- fluticasone (Flovent®, Flonase®, Fiovent® Diskus®,
Flovent® HFA, Veramyst®)

- itraconazole (Sporanox®)

- ketoconazole (Nizoral®)

- lidocaine (Xylocaine™)

- mexiletine

- oxcarbazepine (Trileptal®)

- perphenazine

- phencbarbital (Luminal®)

- phenytoin (Dilantin®, Phenytek®)
- propafenone (Rythmol®)

- quinidine (Neudexta™)

- rifabutin (Mycobutin®)

- rifapentine (Priftin®)

- risperidone (Risperdal®, Risperdal Consta®)

- saimeterol (Serevent™) or salmeterol when taken in combination
with fluticasone (Advair Diskus®, Advair HFA®)

- sildenafil (Viagra®™), tadalafil (Cialis®) or vardenafil (Levitra®,
Staxyn®), for the treatment of erectile dysfunction (ED). If you get
dizzy or faint (low blood pressure), have vision changes or have
an erection that last longer than 4 hours, call your healthcare
provider or get medical help right away.

- tadalafil {(Adcirca™), for the treatment of pulmonary arterial
hypertension

- telithromycin (Ketek®)

- thioridazine

- voriconazole (Viend™®)

- warfarin (Coumadin®, Janfoven®)

- zolpidem (Ambien®, Edlular®, Intermezzo®, Zolpimist™)

Know the medicines you take. Keep a list of all your medicines and
show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist when you get a
new medicine. Do not start any new medicines while you are taking
STRIBILD without first talking with your healthcare provider.

Keep STRIBILD and all medicines out of reach of children,

This Brief Summary summarizes the most important information
about STRIBILD, If you would like more information, talk with your
healthicare provider. You can also ask your heaithcare provider or
pharmacist for information about STRIBILD that is written for health
professionals, or call 1-800-445-3235 or go fo www.STRIBILD.com.
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20 Years of Hate Speech:

20

How Evangelical Pastor Scott Lively Fueled Uganda’s New Antigay Law

by David-Elijah Nahmod

Additional reporting by Megan Smith

n March 10, Mother Jones

magazine reporter Mariah Blake

wrote a eomprehensive piece on
the actions of Scott Lively, an American
pastor with a long history of inflaming
antigay hate. Lively, Blake reports, has
been visiting Uganda since 2002, making
speeches specifically designed to stir up
antigay sentiments. Many activists eredit
Lively as one of the main inspirations for
Uganda’s harsh law enacted earlier this
yvear that “punishes same-sex intimacy
with penalties that can include life in
prison,” according to a 2014 report on
Lively released by the Human Rights
Campaign

Originally from Massachusetts,

Lively was an alcoholic, drug addict,

and a drifter, before he “found God™ and
embraced I".'.'III.'__'i']iI.'iII Protestantism in
1986, the HRC report stated. Although
claiming to have a gay brother and sister,
Lively has been preaching his hatred for
the LGBT community nonstop since the
early 1990s. He has called being gay “a
|M':|'.-|-'||.'|]iI_L disorder,” among of her hor-
rendous things. “l have a brother and sis-
ter that went into homosexuality,” Lively
said during a visit to Uganda in 2009

“I had another sister that wasn't able to
enter into marriage until she was in her
10s because of the pain of the family life
that we had. I know about these things

personally.”

Photos by Dalton DeHart

Rob Arcos, Sally Huffer, Jay Mays,
“Smitty” Smith, and Meredith
Treadway at Sundance Cinemas for the
2014 Dscar Watch Party benefiting The
Maontrose Center on March 2.
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Protesters at 2014 demonstrations at the Ugandan diplomatic mission in London,

I.I'\'l']}_ who embarked on a ._l“-l_'Zl_\- tour
of the former Soviet Union from 2006 untal
2007, is also a strong supporter of antigay
Russian president Vladimir Putin, accord-
ing to the HRC report. The evangelical pas-

tor rejoiced following the recent passage of

Russia’s anti-LGBT “gay propaganda” law,
even taking persenal credit for the legisla
tion’s initial proposal. “By taking these
steps in the face of intense criticism and

|'|-l:~‘:'t|'lL.\' |.-_'.' some Western governments and

NGOs, the Russians have demonstrated the

high value that they place on their children
and the natural family model of society,”
Lively said in an interview with The Wash-

Edgar Medina, Britt Kornmann, John

Anger, Deney Stygstra, John Gaspari, Lynn
Schwartzenburg, Michael Rubio, Carol Wyatt,
and Trevor Eade-Hill at HRC 2014 Pre-Gala
Kickoff Party at Native Citizen on March 18.

ington Blade. “We believe that God will
bless the Russian people for their faith
and courage.”

Perhaps one of Lively's most outland-

ish and disturbing claims is that gays

are the inventors of Nazism and the
guiding force behind many Nazi atroci-
ties, a concept he details in his book
The Pink Swastika, publised in 1995
The book has been widely condemned
for being false. In fact, LGBT people
were targeted by the Third Reich along
with Jews

Blake's story at the Mother Jones

website includes disturbing videos in —

Chris Arasin, Tom McGlynn, Wes Lavergne,
and Chris “Sparky” Cooper at LUEY 2014 in
Houston on March 6-9, the Houston Council
of Clubs.
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dvely is currently facing a lawsuit
brought by the Center for Constitutional
: its on behalf of the ohis
ey on children in order to nr o Lavely alks. “We need to attack organization - Sexual Minorities 1 ganda,
n. Aceordir y Lively ne gay movement with oree,” he said. “Dr. and will have to stand trial for crimes
these kkids then end up “identifii Scott told us that these people have all the against humanity, according to the HRC
hon sxual.” resources they need, so it's easy for them t eport. However, no trial date has been
i " e next pretrial conference is
luled until 2015—<clean

rfactor, and Dr. Mathilde Krim,
r of the American Founda-
tesearch (AMFAR), have

nt calling upon the

that criminalize homosexuality.”

ie and Krim expressed

LGBT Organizations Rally Support for Nondiscrimination Ordinance in Houston
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Lue Dillard, Tim Fischer, Alisha Senior Paster Rev. J. Ernest “Ernie” Turney, Larry  Olivia Jordan, Judge Alice Front row: Dom Gill, Tori Wil-
Jackson, and Kelly Young at AIDS  Leutwyler, Jill Seale, Jerry Goree, and Oscar Oliver-Parrott, and Kim Ogg liams, and Isabel Ferry. Back
Foundation Houston's AIDS Walk  Naves at the "Oodles of Noodles" fundraiser for  at the Kim Ogg for DA Women's  row: Ben Jones and Bill Henry at
2014 on March 9 Bering Support Metwork Fundraiser at Bering Rally on February 21 Krewe of Olympus Charity Distri
Memaorial United Methodist Church on March 8 bution Party on March 23
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Banton What’s Better than Repuhlicans?

Fire ants?

ike you, I am celebrating the Twinklin® 20th an- I have heard that the burn will stop if you dance nekkid in
niversary of OUTSMART magazine. church while the Rotary Club watches. I don't know if that's true
When the publisher suggested that I might or not, but . . . oh hell, it’s not true. I do, indeed, know that for a

write something involving the fact. You'll thank me one day for
number 20, I started pondering. telling vou that.

Twenty is a big number. A “Top Fire ants spread faster than
10" list is hard enough, but 207
I don't know 20 of anvthing.

But after thinking about it

a six-legged jackrabbit and have
even been known to bite cute
little puppies, grandmothers,
for a minute, | had myself one and Rainbow Brite. Fire ants
of those light-bulb moments

Twenty isn't hard to do when

are a malicious bunch, I'm pret-
ty sure that in their spare time
you make it easy: Top 20 Ways they are enriching uranmum and
that Fire Ants Are Better than invading Crimea.
Republicans A But no matter what, even
If you're from around here, that grandmother thing, they
you know fire ants. They are are not as contemptible as
g0 named because if they bite Republicans
So here goes
20 Ways that Fire Ants Are

Better than Republicans

you, two days later you have a

canker on your leg the size of

Beaumont that burns like fire

1. Fire ants seldom make racist or anti-
gay remarks, but when they do, it never,

ever involves misspelled signs

2. A fire-ant sting hurts women the same
exact amount that it hurts men—none of

this 82 percent stinging level crap

3. Most fire ants do not have their own
radio talk show.

4, Even fire ants believe in evolution
5. Among fire

ants, “The

12. When one fire-ant colony attacks an-
other fire-ant colony, they always double-
check the eredibility of their evidence,
and rarely make the black guy lie to the
United Ant Nation about it.
13. Three words: No Rush-ant Limbaugh.
14. Fire ants embrace communal owner
ship of the means of production and
reject the inherent oppression of capital-
istic patriarchy

We think

Queen” is a good ”Flre ants donit seem 1o care 15. Fire-ant bites
thing, What | dO Wlth my uterus” go away after a few

6. Fire ants are
happy even if
they haven't starved all the other ants
and taken their homes.

7. Fire ants just bite you. They do not
bite you and then make you get baptized
8. Contrary to their name, fire ants do
not need to open-carry firearms.

9, Fire ants never ¢laim that rattle-
snakes are emboldened by Obama's
weakness.

10. Fire ants do not hold a May runoff
election to select their craziest ant in all
of the ant kingdom to run for lieutenant
governor of Texas

11. Fire ants don't seem to care what I do
with my uterus.

weeks.

16. Fire ants won't
bite vou and then call you a terrorist
sympathizer for scratching.

17. There are no fire-ant TV evangelists.
18. There are no $10,000-a-plate fire-ant
fundraisers.

18. Fire ants haven't produced any great
thinkers either, but you don't notice
because they can't write or talk.

20. The one way fire ants are exactly like
Republicans: they all think with one tiny
little brain.

Susan Bankston lives in Richmond, Tex-
as, where she writes about her hairdresser
at The World's Most Dangerous Beauty
Salon, Inc., at juanitajean.com.
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Yung, CFP

All in the Family

Insuring our four-legged family members

or anyone who has ever loved a

pet—regardless of whether he

or she walked, crawled, flew,
or swam—it goes without saying that
in most cases, yvour furry, feathered,
or finned companion was without a
doubt part of the family.

In the LGBT ecommunity, pets
take on an especially important
meaning, as in many instances, indi-
viduals and couples do not have chil-
dren. So, additional love and affection
is placed on our beloved pets—and for
that reason, we want to ensure that
our pets are well taken care of should
they require a trip to the vet, as well
as when or if we
are no longer
there to care for

them.

Adding Up the

Tab of Being a

Pet Parent 2

Depending on

the type of pet

(or pets) you

have, the cost

of having them can certainly add up.

Just like having children, the cost of

feeding and keeping a roof over their

heads can be expensive—starting

with the initial price of adoption.
Over time, the cost of food,

spaving/neutering, health care, and

boarding can certainly add an extra

category to your household budget.

Yet, for most in the LGBT community,

it is a cost that is more than worth-

while—and, the good news is that

some of the higher costs like health

care are now being eased through op-

tions such as pet insurance policies.

What Is Pet Insurance?

There are several different types of
pet insurance policies on the market
today. The most basie policies will pay
for some or all of the veterinary costs

14 QutSmartMagazine.com
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that are related to illnesses and accidents
incurred by a covered pet. Other pet in-
surance policies will even pay out a benefit

if your pet dies, is lost, or is stolen.

How Pet Insurance Works

Similar to health insurance for humans,
most pet medical insurance policies will
pay benefits that are a percentage of the
veterinary expenses incurred, once a
stated deductible has been met.

In the past, most pet insurance
policies did not offer benefits for preven-
tive care such as vaccinations or elective
procedures such as neutering. Today

however, as these types of policies have

become more mainstream, more compre-
hensive benefit options are being offered.

Some policies will even provide benefits

for prescription drugs, dental care,
and alternative treatment such as

acupunciure.

Choosing the Right Pet Insurance Policy
When deciding on the type of pet insur-
ance to purchase, it 1s important to con-
sider that there are two primary types of
policies that are available on the market
today, These are lifetime and non-lifetime.

The non-lifetime type of policy will
cover most of the health conditions that
are suffered by a pet during the course
of a given vear. However, upon policy
renewal, if a particular condition has had
a claim filed, it may be excluded from

cove » poing forward. Therefore, should

that condition incur further expense, it is
likely that the pet owner will be required
to pay for the treatment out-of-pocket.

A lifetime policy, on the other hand,
will not exclude coverage for chronic con-
ditions—even if previous elaims have been

filed. These policies, however, could have
other types of limits, For example, they
may exclude coverage for pre-existing
conditions. Therefore, it is important to
read any policy carefully before commit-
ting to a plan.

Ensuring that Your Pet Is Okay, Even if

You Aren’t Here

Those in the LGBT community who truly

love their pets have also been more apt

to set up pet trusts in order to ensure

that their pets are taken care of should

they become incapable of doing so in the

future

Pet trusts are legally sanctioned ar-

rangements that will
provide for both the
care and the main-
tenanee of your pet
or pets in the event
of your disability or

death. Through a pet

N trust, you can en-
trust an individual
‘ who is known as a

for the care of your pet(z). If or when the

funds in the trust

time comes for the trust to take effect, the
trustee will make payments to a named
caregiver.

In setting up & pet trust, the name
and address of the following participants

will be required: trustee, successor trust-

ee, caregiver, and successor caregiver.,

In addition, in order to ensure the
best possible care, you should identify
your pet in detail, as well as describe
his or her care and standard of hiving 1n
detail. This information should includs
nutritional needs—including any special
diet that they may require—as well as
any regular exercise they are aceustomed

to, and other specific details regarding —

trustee) to utilize the
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their habits and needs.
You ghould also include specific direction
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regarding your pet’s burial or cremation for
when that time comes, as well as a named
beneficiary who will receive any remaining
trust funds that were not used by the pet
trust should there be any money left over.

Taking the Next Step

Pet trusts can offer peace of mind te pet own-

Y.
%

ers in that their beloved pets will be taken

/A//WW////?)/;WMW)

care of for the long term. Likewise, today’s

L

pet insurance policies are now offering many
customizable options in terms of coverage

levelg and deductibles—so it 18 easier to fit

HOUSTONLS
onlvAUTHENﬂC

these plans into most pet owners’ budgets.
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It is important to note that the enforce-
ment of pet trusts can differ from state to
state, so it is best to set up these vehicles—as
well as any other type of pet insurance and
related entity—through a professional who is
? - well versed in these matters
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Jumper Maybach,” Performance Artist, Painter and Human Rights Activist

n Do you own a “Jumper Maybach™"” yet? Opening soon at
238 West 19th Street, Suite C

Houston, Texas 77008
Gallery Hours:
Tues-Sat 10am-7:00pm, Sun 1pm-5pm
Gallery: (832) 523.4249

Experienced & Caring Team of Healthcare Professionals Jumper Maybach " Fine Art
www.facebook.com/jumper.maybachlic : :
info@jumpermaybach.com

L1 866-685-6994 OR VISIT WWW.JOFFE.COM 3 S S

www.twitter.com/jumpermaybach
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‘It Gets Better’

The anti-bullying campaign comes to the Houston stage

by Donalevan Maines

ouston, we have a bullving
problem.
Help is on the way.
Beginning on April 28, a cast
of performers from the if gets better tour of
the Gay Men's Chorus of Los Angeles (GM

CLA) headlines a weeklong series of events
that addresses bullyving and the broader is-

sues of tolerance and diversity, says Karen

A. Watassek, director of public relations for
Houston’s Society for the Performing Arts
(SPA

“It all leads up to a performance of it gets
beiter,” explains Watassek.,

The Jones Hall performance on May 2
is presented by SPA in partnership with
Legacy Community Health Services and
Bayou City Performing Arts (BCPA). BCPA

performers appear in the show with six GM-

CLA members who tour with music and video

production elements that are woven into local

content

GMCLA ereated the show based on the
“It Gets Better” campaign against bullying
that was launched in September 2010 by col
umnist Dan Savage and his husband, Terry
Miller.

The Internet-based project came in re-
sponse Lo a rash of suicides that included
Asher Brown, a gay 13-year-old in eighth
erade at Hamilton Middle School in the Cy-
Fair [|:1r.||-|u'ml4-|11 School District, Brown's
parents said he shot himself in the head af-
ter being “bullied to death” for being gay

In fact,
savs Wa-
tassek, “Bul-
|\'i]1|~.', 158 the
most-often
cited contributor to the extraordinary rise
mievg LOGBT, black,

Lating, and physically challenged people.”

of violence and suieide a

*This cutting-edge tour brings out the
best of the human spirit and dares to trans-
form communities across the country, one
week at a time,” explaing outreach material
at gmela.org.

On April 29, the Better Now Forum is
presented at the Holocaust Museum Hous
ton. During a panel discussion moderated by

Ernie Manouse, a team of experts delves into

“This cutting-edge tour brings
out the best of the human spirit.”

the issues of bullying speeific to Houston.
Among the panelists is Deb Murphy, youth
services specialist at Montrose Counseling
Center.

More than a hundred guests are ex-
pected. so reservations to the free event
are highly recommended.

“Hopefully, from the discussion, people
will come up with solutions,” says Wa-
tassek.

On April 30, GMCLA company mem-
bers present an educators’ professional de-
velopment workshop, "The Art of Teaching
Equality,” at Texas Southern University
Asking edueators “How do you support

students at risk of being bullied or of bul-

ithers?” the chorus members eng

participants in an exploration of how the

performing arts can serve as an antidote
for intolerance in the classroom. In addi-

tion, participants learn practical methods
for using It Gets Better Project videos in

the classroom.

Houstonians can cateh the GMCLA
cast singing their favorite pop hits and
classic standards on April 30 at a Karaoke
Cabaret
at Guava
Lamp. It's
also an op-
portunity to
socialize along with the BCPA chorale on
the night before their final dress rehears-
als.

On May 1, members of the company
present a multimedia history of the It
(rets Better Project at the University of
Houston. The informal discussion covers
various aspects of developing and present-
ing the live stage production. The artists
reflect on their own stories of bullying and

suggest steps to create a safe and support-
ive climate for all youth and young adults.

It gets better is a program that com-
bines the power of song and story to
transform painful histories of bullying,
harassment, and discrimination into a

celebration of courage

Rehearsals for the it gets better tour.

(Ot songwriter Sacha Sacket, who was
bullied as a child, penned three songs in the
ghow, which also features Charlie Chaplin's
*Smile,” the power anthem *What Doesn't
Kill You (Stronger),” and the iconic “At Sev-
enteen” by Janis Ian, who came out in 1993
and married Patricia Snyder 11 vears ago

Among other hits on the show's song list
are “If I Could Turn Back Time™ and “Beaun
tiful,” along with *Over the Rainbow” and
the hymn “It Is Well with My Soul”

Sacket is a featured performer in the
show along with GMCLA members Jason
Currie, Tyvler Houston, Todd Macofsky, Ma-
rio Mosley, and Joshua Skidmore.

After the show, the audience 15 invited
to join the cast for an expanded talk-back on
stage with company members and represen-
tatives of local groups to discuss what can
be done in the Houston area to improve the
climate for LGBT students.

BCPA is using the performance and the
Los Angeles choir’s residency in Houston as
an opportunity to focus on outreach and —+
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'“ Gets Beﬂer' continued from previous page

education going forward in its coming sea-
sons. “As we celebrate our 35th anniversary,
this joint venture is the perfect addition to
our seagon,” says Mel Montanez, the group's
office and outreach manager. “It continues
our mission of advancing tolerance and inclu-
siveness through artistic expression. We are
very excited to join our brothers in song from

GMCLA as we address the important issue of

bullying through this performance.”

“We want to make it better now,” says
Chree Boydstun, chief development officer
for Legacy Community Health Services. “The
topic of bullying is very important to us. It's

real, and it exists. Health eare and perform-

ing arts are two very powerful entities, so
we had to be a part of this inspirational mes-
sage. We will be on-site at all of the events.”

PARTIAL EVENT SCHEDULE

See full schedule at spahouston.orgligh

Tuesoay, ApmiL 29

7=8:30 p.m

“Better Now Forum” - panel discussion with
moderator Ernie Manouse

Holocaust Museum Houston,
5401 Caroline St.

Reservations recommended, eontact Mary
Lee Webeck at 713.942.8000, ext. 123, or
mwebeck@hmbh.org

Wepnesoay, ApriL 30

4:30-6 p.m.

“The Art of Teaching Equality” — educators’
professional development workshop
presented by GMCLA members.

Texas Southern University

To participate, contaet Jessica Neito at
713.632.8112 or jessica@spahouston.org:

9:30-11 p.im

“Karaoke Cabaret" at Guava Lamp

570 Waugh Dr

For more info, contact Allison Lott at
713.632.8108 or allison@spahouston.org

Tuursoay, May 1

2:30-3:30 p.m.

“It Gets Better Project” multimedia
presentation

U of H, LGBT Resource Center

To participate, contact Joe Angel Babb at
713.632.8102 or joeangel@spahouston.org

Frioay, May 2

8 p.m.

It gets better concert, in partnership with
Bayou City Performing Arts and Legacy
Community Health Services.

Musicians of The Los Angeles Gay Men's
Chorus and Houston's Bayou City Perform-
ing Arts, Audience talk-back session after
the show, on stage with company members
and representatives from Houston groups

Jones Hall, 615 Louisiana St

Tickets: spahouston.org.

Donalevan Maines also writes about By the
Way, Meet Vera Stark in this issue of Our-
SMART magazine.

Super Bowl - vio
‘Puppy Love’

Actor

Don Jeanes talks bullying

by Donalevan Maines

atching—through happy
tears—the Budweiser Super
Bowl commercial “Puppy
Love,” who knew the buff cow-
boy was bullied as an elementary school kid
in Humble? “I remember walking down the
hall, reading Where the Red Fern Grows or
Bridge to Terabithia, and a kid slapping the
book out of my hand, saying, ‘Quit reading,

vou dork!’

“1 was a dork,” says Don Jeanes, 33, who
has been an LGBT ally since making friends
with gay men after leaving Texas in his 20s,

“Then in seventh grade, my mom let
me play football, and everything changed,”

he says. “When you're on a
team, it's kind of hard to get
picked on.

“I started to gradually
get cool.”

Now his career is red hot
as the star of two popular
Budweiser Super Bowl com-
mercials,

Jeanes learned something
akin to the loneliness of gay
youth when he was seven,
his parents divoreed, and he
moved with his mother and
older brother from a ranch
in Moscow, Texas, to the
comparative metropolis of
Humble.

“Being the new kid,

from my perspective, | was ostracized,” says

Jeanes. “I only had one good friend. We were
the country kids, the hillbilly kids, and | had
a little bit of the loner thing going on.

“T took theater. because a lot of kids told
me it would be an easy ‘A.”" he explains. “I
thought I could sleep through it.”

Instead, his teacher, R. Scott Allen, who's
now the principal at the High School for the
Performing and Visual Arts (HSPVA), in-

spired him to act.

- r A = e
o ‘I'“ﬂ" 1 < S ! Y T “Don’t let bullies get you down, | was
" o . h ' where you are once and, instead of
listening to them and taking their
degrading words to heart, | used their
L words as motivation to get better—to
gel better at sports, to get stronger, to
learn martial arts, to reéad books on
- winning arguments, and even
better than arguing, books on
" persuasion so | wouldn't have to
argue anymore. These improve-
ments not only stopped me from
getting bullied, they helped me to
succeed in every other aspect of
life. When you let someone take
up space in your head—good or
bad—they win. So don’t let bullies
win, Now, I'm not saying go gel in
a fight and get hurt, If someane is
physically hurting you or degrad-
ing you, then tell an adult and first
get that situation resolved, But
after you've separated yourself
from that environment, don't
carry it with you, And if you let it
affect you at all, then let it help
you to become the best person
you can be. You'll look back years
from now and those bullies will
still be the sad, uninvolved peaple they
were, but you will have achieved things
beyond your wildest dreams. I'm so0 ex-
cited for your future and I'm so exciled
to hear about the incredible, amazing
things you'll do." —Dan Jeanes

.

Behind the scenes: actor Don lean.es on the set of
Budweiser's “Puppy Love” Super Bowl commercial.
Photo at far right of page is Jeanes in his “dork” days.

“I think my love of theater came
from being an outeast,” says Jeanes.

Dividing his time between high
school sports and theater was a chal-
lenge, Jeanes says. “When [ had re-
hearsal, I would tell the football players
I was going to work out. But they kind
of knew.”

After graduating from Humble High
School in 1999, Jeanes earned a market-
ing degree at Texas State University in
San Marcos, then worked for a year in

o

business-to-business sales in downtown
Houston.
“My buddy was having a great -»
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Super Bowl ‘Puppy Love' Actor Js

time in New York, acting and bartending, so
I moved up there. I couldn’t resist,” he says.

“A busboy I frequently worked with was
gay, and he showed me that he was a great
soul,” says Jeanes. “Now, my gay friends are
some of my best friends. They are free of
inhibitions and they know exactly who they
are, and | respect that.”

The past five years, Jeanes says, he's au-
ditioned practically every day in Hollywood
Om his second callback for the first Bud-
weiser commercial in 2013, they asked him
to wear a cowboy hat and boots

However, when Jeanes didn't hear back
before he came home for Christmas holidays,
he thought he didn't get the job. Feeling de
jected, he says, “1 decided to stop acting. | told
evervbody ‘T'm coming home in February.™

Jut arriving back in Hollywood, Jeanes

was met with the news that he booked the

job. Even then, he says, “1 thought, ‘Heyv Don,

this will be my swan song, Take the money
and run.”

But Jeanes kept acting, starring again in
this vear’s Budweiser commercial, which has
attracted about 50 million views on YouTube
and 200,000 Facebook “Likes.”

*I'vee been working nonstop,” says Jeanes

Donalevan Maines also writes about By the
Way, Meet Vera Stark in this tssue of Oug
SMAR

HOZine.

just proves how important it is to know that

No More Werewolves

i 3

Andy Neilson is living proof that it gets better

by Donalevan Maines

ugar Land Middle School 18 a “no-
hate” zone, say the gsigns that wel-
ld Andy Neilson back

to his old campus last month

comed 26-year-

“It’s a big difference from 13 or 14 years
ago,” says Neilson, who was ostracized and would have been if | had been

bullied there after coming out at age 12.

able to talk to a teacher about
“The reaction was pretiy terrible,” he remem whal was going on There are

bers. “It gets better? I didn't hear that.” voices out there that advocate

Instead, he says, “People would poke me entirely against that, which 1s

from behind and ask me if I liked it. The tragu
adults didn't do anything about it. “Once, “During this period, I
sp
DeGeneres [mother of Ellen

a kid started shouting Scriptures at me. [ wrote a d erate note to Betty
shouted back, *Oh, f~-k off." I got detention

for that.”

A

DeGeneres]. and she wrote

wie buff, Neilson remembers see back to me—it was through her

ing heartthrob Michael Schoeffling as Jake column at PlanetOut. That was

Hyan, sentenced to detention in Sixteen Can the first time [ heard ‘it g
“That’s when [ realized 1 was full-blown

gay,” he says. “I think that was the case with

beiter.™

a lot of people.”
Not that Neilson had much doubt. “I had

always felt it. But it didn't sceur to me until 1

was he explains. “That was the age other
people were going out and finding young

love. I thought maybe, for some delusional

In Andy Neilson’s own words:
“I didn’t think I'd find any pic-

tures of me during that time

because | didn't allow many,

and looking at this picture

[left] after all these years is a

little disturbing. I look ridicu- |
lous, and clearly unhappy. But,

I on an interesting note, | have

reason, if [ came out, it would happen to me.
Perhaps most unnerving to his class-
mates was that Neilson didn't *look or
act gay.”
His revelation didn’t result in other guys

coming out, although in retrospect, Neilson

savs, a friend in eighth grade gave him a

“hint” by describing one actor as better-look- = ]
' to point out the significance

of the poster. The Company of

Wolves is a Neil Jordan film,

and a surrealist metaphor for

puberty and how terrifying it

can be. Nobody comes out un- I

scathed, and I related to that. |

guess being gay was like being |

a werewolf, and you can see [

that in my face. The other pic |

shows me as | am now. And no

werewolves, but beautiful Chi- [

nese ideograms offering words

of encouragement. It really

does get better.” ‘

ing than one Neilson had a erush on.

“It didn't oceur to me that anyone else
would have the gall to say they were gay,” At age 26, Neilson has now heen out more
says Neilson. “1 thought | was the only one. | than half of his life.
felt absolutely by myself” “I've never had a boyfriend,” he says.

He stayed in a elassroom during lunch After high school, Nellson went to the
while everybody else went to the cafeteria, University of Texas and studied filmmak-
His math teacher, says Neilson, “would come ing. “l wanted to be the next Jane Campion,”
in sometimes, and she was a very sweet per he says. Campion wrote and directed The
son.” On one occasion, he recalls, *l was in a Piano (1993), which starred Holly Hunter
and Anna Paquin, with a haunting score by
Michael Nyman.

“I've always felt a connection with women

characters in movies,” he says. “It’s the wom-

very bad state, very humiliated, and she gave
me this sympathetic, concerned look, and
it is something that has stayed with me. It

en who have inspired me, and Holly Hunter
in The Piano was like my soul mate. We were
hoth outsiders. We both have dark features
We both felt isolated.” —+

a teacher cares. Imagine how much better it
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No More Werewolves [

“UT was fine,"” says Neilson. “1 felt at

home, but [ was so bus

. All of my film proj-

ects were about outsiders and stuff related
to that.”

While he enjoyed making films, he says,
“1 actually fell in love with my Chinese
classes.” He spent two semesters studying in
China and hopes someday to open a Chinese-
language program at a school. *I've found a
lot of happiness in studying other languages
and would love to share that passion with
young people.”

Returning to live in Sugar Land, Neilson
works at an arts education nanprofit group
in Houston while saving money to pursue

further studies.

It was his job that took him back to Sugar

Land Middle School in March. *I was so ter-
rified,” he says. “It was my first time back
in 13 vears. | was almost sweating. The first
thing that triggered me was the smell. I'd
completely forgotten the smell. Bot it brought
back all of the abuse I'd felt.”

Howewver, to his surprise, Neilson saw
signs ide It‘-.i{_\lllr_' the school as a “no-hate”

zone. “They were all over the place,” he says

can't tell you how peaceful that made me

W e
-

1

ut PJ Raval

Finding Acceptance

Once a bullied teen, Christopher Henry now has the friends and confidence he wanted

by Donalevan Maines

hristopher Henry has the most
amazing parents. He came out to
them when he was only 10—and
they were fine with it. When he
was old enough to date, they let him have a
boyfriend. Growing up in Katy, when his as-
sistant principal “wasn't supportive” of him,
Henry says, *My mother wouldn't take that
as an answer,”
It gets better.
Henry liked playing volleyball, so in 2009

his parents found him a gay league in Hous-

ton, drove him to practice every week, and
attended all of his games

That was a turning point in his confi
dence, after enduring the hostility of fellow

students in middle sehool and his first two

years of high school. "Eating by myself, not

having many friends, feeling ostracized when
other people were hanging out at the mall.”
he says

Other players in the Lone Star Volleyball
Association “would thank my parents and
tell them it was really marvelous how they

supported me.” savs Henry. “I became more

accepting of myself, and as | exuded more
confidence, I was more accepted by others.”

In his senior vear at Cinco Kanch High

School, Henry was editor of the yearbook and
the school newspaper. Fellow students nomi
nated him for the hamecoming court

Now 20, Henry graduates in May with

a degree in publie relations after just three
years at Texas State University in San
Marcos

This summer, he backpacks through Eu-
rope. It's his graduation gift from supportive
parents Christopher Sr. and Christina.

Henry was a sixth-grader at a Catholic
school in New
York when he
came out to
his parents.
“People al-
ways called me gay,” he explains, “but 1 was
so young, I didn't know what it was about. I
looked it up and told my parents, and they
were completely aceepling of me

“I didn't understand the stigma attached
to it, but my parents told me it would be
okay. They were so amazing and comforting

In college, Henry has found
friends “who love me for me.”

They told me that later in life, there would be

people who love me for me.”
That summer, before Henry entered

sixth grade, he and his parents moved to

Katy. “There was no stigma for me, Texas
versus New York," he says. “Only later did
I realize that Texas has such conservative
publie policies.”

In middle school, says Henry, his mother,
“who was really invested in my life and my
education,” made sure that his assistant
principal and his counselor—both of whom
were women—did their jobs. He still remem-
bers their words of assurance; “You have
three mothers now.”

High school was
“difficult,” Henry
says. “1 had my first
boyfriend in 10th
grade, but I was out and he wasn't, so we
had te have our relationship in secrecy. We

were not able to talk about it outside of my

house,” says Henry. “When it ended after five

months, 1 wasn't able to tell my friends how
it felt,”

Henry “only applied to colleges that were
liberal in nature,” and he found a “fabulous”
fit. “I made friends very early,” he says.
“Texas State is very liberal. There are three
different organizations on campus that focus

Now and then: currently a smil-
ing soon-to-be college graduate,
Christopher Henry felt ostracized
for being gay during his middle-
school years.

completely on the LGBT community and
how to help handle certain situations.”

In college, Henry has found friends
“who love me for me,” which is what his
parents promised him would happen.
“Being gay is not something that people
define me as,” he says.

Next fall, Henry says, “I'll go back
to New York and hopefully work in the

PR and communications industry. I love
learning about people and their lives.
That might come from wanting to make
friends and be accepted when 1 was
younger,”

Never a star volleyball player, Henry
says he still likes to play, even though he's
not that good.

“I still keep kneepads in my closet,”

he says.
Donalevan Maines also writes about By

the Way, Meet Vera Stark in this issue of
OUrSMART magazine
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OurSmarrt highlights some of our favorite
celebrity interviews from the past two decades...

Lily Tomlin
September 2007
by Blase DiStefano

OurSmarr: In 1999 you played a lesbian in
Tea with Mussolini. What was it like work-
ing with those wonderful women?

Lily Tomlin: Here you've got Cher, Maggie
Smith, Judi Dench, and Joan Plowright. As a
teenager | was mad for Mageie. We were on
location in these old villas, It wasn't like the
stage where they have people assisting them.
So when we first got to Florence, I would be
running around trying to get teacups so |
could serve them. And 1 would even save their
cigarette butts, Joan and Maggie were there
first, and Judi came about two weeks later,
and then we were all together, and Maggie
would say, *Darling, don't you want Judi's
cigarette butt?”

Cher was there for only about a month.
[Most of] her scenes were shot in one city.
They arranged it that way so she wouldn't
have to be there for three months. But Cher is
so outrageous. At one point, she turns to me

all of a sudden and says, “Doesn't Maggie jusi

seare the shit out of you?”

40 APFRIL 2014 OutSmartMagazir

Joan Rivers
'lllj.\- 2009
By Blase Distefano

OurSmart: On to gay marriage. ..

| must say | was appalled to learn you're
against it.

Joan Rivers: | don't wanna give gifts. All

my [riends are gay. It'll put me in the poor
house. Noneno-none. I'm very vocal about 1t
And my friends would expect good gifts, If
all my friends got married, do you know how
much that would set me back? God. And then
they'll have children, I'll have to buy those
little stinkers gifts.
It goes on. Then
they get a second
home. And then
the divorce. And
which one are

you going to

stay with? It's a
nightmare.

Do you
remember how
you became
aware of your
gay following?
They were al-
ways there from
the beginning,
God bless 'em,
because [ started

in Greenwich Village. And they were the
smartest and the brightest and the ones who
were willing to go out and listen to somebaody
before everybody else gets you. And they were
always there—and still are. Whenever [ walk
out . . . if I walk out [at my Houston show],
and there are 12 gay men in the front row, I'm

home free.

You know we love you . ..
And it’s so mutual, darling,

George Takei
June 2012

by Neil Ellis Orts

OurSmart: Since you've started talk-
ing about your life as a gay man to
the press, has that changed your
fan base or brought out a different
crowd to the conventions?

George Takei: I think a lot of a gay

fan base was already there, so they
Just felt more comfortable discussing
LGBT-related issues at conventions,
but yes, | do think that has expanded
my fan base. Certainly with my
Facebook and my Tweets. [ aim it at
not just Star Trek fans but the geek
community. They're out now as proudly
geek. And I deal with social issues, so
issues-oriented people have connected,
as well as humor-oriented people and
animal-oriented I}L‘t:pi(‘. s0 ['ve been

increasing the support base, but the general
core base is the sci-fi, geek community.

I read your autobigraphy, To the Stars,

and when | came to the chapter about the
[World War 11] loyalty questionnaire, the
title of the musical, Allegiance, made sense
to me. So I'm guessing the plot hinges on
this questionnaire and Question 28?7

That's right. That one question, but with two

ideas: will you swear your loyalty to the
United States of America and forswear
your loyalty to the emperor of Japan? To
an American, the assumption that we had an
inborn existing loyalty to the emperor was
outrageous and offensive. So if you answered
no, meaning *I have no loyalty to the emperor
to forswear,” you were answering “no” to the
first part as well. If you answered ves, mean-
ing “ves, 1 do swear my loyalty to the United
States of America,” then vou were fessing up
that vou had been loval to the emperar, thus
justifying the internment. It was a no-win
question. And this after a year of imprison
ment, and after having lost everything. My
father used to say, “They took my business,
they took our home, they took our freedom.
The ane thing I will not do is grovel before
this government.” So yes, that is where the

title, Allegianee, comes {rom.

Cyndi Lauper
December 1997
by Blase DiStefano

OutSmart: There was one song that was
especially beautiful. You sang about people
who you've lost.

Cyndi Lauper: “Say a Prayver.”

It really got to me, ‘cause I've had a lot of
friends ...

Yeah, | have too. | wrote that beeause my best
friend was really ill. That was before the cock-
tails came out. Still, everybody struggles, but
the cocktails have made it easier. And then
there are people who are still trying to find
out which ones don’t work. And that’s been
really tough for a few of my friends. I've been
really excited about my buddies, but when I
wrote that song, 1 had just come back from
his house. | love this person very much and he
wasn't doing good, and it was the first time 1
really had to like consider what was going on.
I was in denial and I'm still in denial, because

same people are made of very strong stock and
not everybody dies from the plague. But it was
really tough. And someone else [ really loved
was on the phone just complaining, and he'’s
healthy—I said, “There are people struggling
every day just to live, and you're weaving all

kinds of problems here.”

Laverne Cox
January 2014
by David Goldberg

OutSmart: Does it matter that Sophia is
played by an actual trans person?
x: The fact that they wanted to

Laverne C
hire someone who is actually trans for the role
lin Orange Is the New Black] is really fantas-

tic. Trans actors should be able to work in the

business, It's made such a difference for the
viewers to see a trans person in their homes.
It think it worked out pretty well. The world
hasn't ended because a trans person is play-

ing a trans person. It's quite the opposite.

If you could go back at any point in your
path, would you give yourself any advice?
Would you change anything?
I wouldn't change a thing, and that's real. |
try not to frame anything [ do as a mistake. |
try to frame it as a lesson. If I would give my
younger self some advice, I'd say, “Don’t be so0
hard on yourself. You are lovely and smart
and beautiful, and don't say those things
about yourself, because they're not true.”
internalized the voices of my bullies and took
them on as my own voice. Everything has
happened to get me to this place. Non, je ne
regrette rien, as Edith Piaf would say

[ can't think of a black trans woman who
has had this kind of platform, so I'm going to
say what I get to say for as long as people let
me say it. And then 'm going to keep saying
it. In reality, I've been saying it for years, and
only now are people noticing

Henry Rollins
February 2010
Henry Rollins

by Steven Foster

OurSmarr: You know your muscled, buff fig-
ure propelled you into the eyes of gay men.

I mean, here was this really handsome guy
who, unlike most rockers of the day, was
built like a brick shithouse. When did you
first realize that gay guys started looking
at you... how can | say this . .. differently?
Henry Rollins: Actually when I was about 16.
I worked in Washington DC—it's a very gay
town, [ had men hitting on me all through
high school at different jobs I had. It never
bothered me, I know how men are—we are
always looking to et something going. It was
never & big deal. Through the music tours,
there were men who hit on me, sent letters,

ete., but it was never a thing for me. |
Homosesuality is not the kind of thing that

hothers me, |

Your stance on gay rights caused a lot of
speculation on your own sexuality. | get it
that pundits and some of the public would
speculate, but did you ever get any flack
from your own world? Musicians? Artists?
Did any of your friends ask, “Henry, is
there something you want to tell us?”

Not really. I think in the mid "90s some guy
“outed” me at some club in New York. That
lead to some questions, but I have always
been “straight” and it was never much of

an issue. If I were gay. I would have said so.

Someone’s sexuality is really not an issue to
me. Too bad it seems to be so threatening to

ags” thing and

so many with the “God hate:

all the rest.

Leslie Jordan .
October 2013 !
by A.J. Mistretta

1
OurSmart: You grew up in the South, |
in the Bible Belt. How did that !
influence you? I
Leshie Jordan: There's a line that my friend
Diel Shores [creator of Sordid Lives| uses

that's so poignant: we l
learn to |
|
|

hate

onr-

selves

Ty

a church ———_——
pew, Until you've gone through
that—sat in a Baptist church in the
1960s—you can’t understand. There was &=
so much shame over who I was. I've been
baptized 14 times because I just didn't
think it ever took. I started drinking and
doing drugs when I was 14 because that was

b
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my way of dealing with being gayv—it was a
lot easier when | was loaded. When I finally
got sober at 42, | was riddled with internal
homophobia, What it finally took

was me getting rid of all that I learned
growing up.

What role are you most proud of?
Probably my involvement with Will & Grace
[for which Jordan won an Emmy]. I just think
that show was so important. I've always
thought there were two ways to combat
homophobia. One was to be funny. I've always
used that even as a kid who got bullied, And
the other way is to put a face to what people
fear, Many Americans allowed gay characters
into their homes for the first time with Wil

& Graee. Today, | really believe the tide has
turned on gay rights. But we have to keep it
going. | tell kids all the time, it's so important
that you vote. When I finally got sober at 42,

I had never registered to vote, and I'm not
proud of that. | was in the bars seven nights
a week. Who could get to a veting booth? 1
couldn't even get out of my bedroom. 1 was
a mess, honey

Wanda Sykes
April 2012
by Steven Foster

OutSmart: S0 you've got a new tour coming
up. Excited?
Wanda Sykes: Very! Very. You know, it all
started with standup for me, so that's my first
love, and I still get a kick out of it. Just being
there live, with the audience, 1t's still the
hardest thing, but it gives
me the most joy

That's a
beautiful
senti-
ment.
But
let’s cut
through
the crap.
Did you
miss it that
much, or did
any part of you
think, “Shit, I've got
two college tuitions to pay
for soon™?

Exactly. You're right. That's 1it. You
know; I don’t know if you can tell by
baby teeth, but they look a little jacked up to
me, 80 there might be a big dentisi hill ahead
of me, too,
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Kathy Griffin
October 2009
by Blase DiStefano

Christian groups and individuals heavity
criticized Griffin for her Emmy aceeptance
speech in 2008, where she said, “A lot of people
come up here and thank Jesus for this award.
I want yYou to krow that no one had less to do
with this award than Jesus, He didn't help me
a bit. . .. Soall I can say is ‘Suck i, Jesus.

This award ts my god now.™

OurSmarr: When | interviewed you again in
2005 you said you were a complete militant
atheist, and that got OurSmart on CNN.
Kathy Griffin: Ooooooh!

So is there something you can tell me that
could get us national

coverage again?

Let's make up

something
that’s really
revealing.
Let’s say
that I reveal
'iﬂ my new
book that I'm
lovers with Kate
(Gosselin from Jon &
Kate Plus 8. Because |
think the lesbians will
like that as well as the boy gays. It's very topi-
c¢al. And then you guys can break that story.

Part of the problem is that this interview
isn’t going to run until October.

Okay, so we have to try to anticipate who |
can be in an affair with in October. Whoe! Are
there any Kardashians left? We could say I'm
banging one of the Kardashians. . . . Oh, we
eould also say that I'm sleeping with Bruce
Jenner and that I think he's actually had
more face work than I have, So that's got to be
better for him than his Olympic gold medal.

Shirley McLaine
June 2005
by Blase DiStefano

OurSmart: About 20 or 25 years ago The
Advocate asked how you would feel if you
were in a lesbian relationship, and you
said, “Gee, | don't have any objection to it,
except that | don't have the time to have
but one good f--k a week with a man.”
Shirley McLaine: That's right. [Laughs]|

Would | be correct in assuming that you've
been a lesbian in a past life and a gay man
and a bisexual and a transgender?

Oh, yes. I think we've all had so many life-
times that we're bound to have traipsed the

sexual landseape, the gender landscape. And
mayhe these people that are so homophobic
had really bad experiences before, or maybe a
man is homophobic because he was a woman
who was trampled upon before. That'’s why we
have got to start looking at this whele idea of
how muech energy is left in our soul memory
that is dictating how we feel today:

Fran Drescher
November 2012
by Blase DhStefano

Fran Drescher was married to Peter Marc
Jacobson. He came out, and they are now

best friends.

OurSmarr: You were born in Queens, right?
Fran Drescher: Yes, [ was born in

Queens.

Did you know any
queens growing up
in Queens?
[Laughs] You know,

[ probably wouldn't
know if | did, so I'm
going to say no. Does
Peter count, because he was my high
school sweetheart? [Both langh] 1 was doomed
from the beginning—I remember when [ was
very young, I had a erush on [now openly gay]
Johnny Mathis. [Both laugh| So, vou know,

the handwriting was on the wall

Steve Grand
August 2013

by Gregg Shapiro

OurSmart: For a lot of LGBT folks,
“All-American Boy” is instantly relatable
because everyone has had the experience
of being attracted to or falling in love with
someone straight or unattainable. How
personal is that experience for you?

Steve Grand: We've all been there, and 1
mean gay, straight, bi—whoever you are.
We've all fallen for someone that we can't
have, but it especially rings true in the spe-
cific story for LGBT people. It is the story of
my life since I was 13. I was always crushing
on the straight guy. [ think it's always been
there becausze I grew up in a place where gay
peaple weren't visible. I was always crusghing
on my best friends. I think that’s the case,
probahly, for a lot of us. The song isn't about
anyone specific. It's the accumulation of expe-
riences. . . . | think all of that was influenced
by everything I've been through, growing up
and having this happen to me over and over

again.

TONY CARROLL
LMSW-ACP
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What kind of advice would you offer in that
situation?

[Laughs] Hold on and don’t make yourself
f~king crazy. It’s tough, but it’s going to hap-
pen. It’s a part of life. Unless you're in a world
that's exclusively gay, which I think few of

us are, it's going to happen. I think there's a
great power in being able to express it, |
needed to get the song off my chest, because

| feel like that’s how I reconciled how I felt.

| think it has helped people. I've read their
messages saying “Thank you for telling my
story,” and then they tell me what happened
to them with their guys. I try to play thera-
pist. [Laughs| As a songwriter and performer,
yvou get to play a lot of different roles that I'm

in various stages of being ready for.

Bishop Gene Robinson
by Neil Ellis Orts

September 2013

OurSmarr: So it sounds like the best way

to help our oppressed LGBT brothers and
sisters in Africa is to be sure they have
clean water and medicine, and meet their
basic needs.

Bishop Gene Robinson: And not to be reticent
to let them know that some of the people who
are helping them are gay Christians. The

fact of the matter is that the reason we are
where we are in America right now is that so
many of us have come out, Now that people
know us, they are unwilling to believe the
awful things that have traditionally been said
about us. So that needs to be replicated on a
worldwide seale so that people come to know
us, are in relationship with us, and then they
come to know that some of us are gay, lesbian,
m=exual, or transgender. And just as it has
changed everything in America, I think it will
change the world.

David Sedaris
Oetober 2008

by Lawrence Ferber

OutSmant: | love the story about the straight
cab driver who kept pressuring you to
discuss your sex life and hook up with
lesbians.

David Sedaris: It's my belief that all men
know that cab driver. [ was in Toronto and I
went to a barber shop and [ got my hair cut,
and the guy, who was Italian, asked me where
I live, and | said I live in France, and he said,
“Do you get a lot of pussy in France? Do you
get a lot of French pussy?” Does that ever
happen to you? It’ll be a barber or a cab driver

and part of me is like, Can't you tell I'm gay?

I think you should get into cabs wearing
a bib that instead of a picture of a lobster
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has a picture of a penis.
[Laughs] That’s a good one,

You have homes in London and France,
where same-sex civil unions exist. Have
you been keeping an eye on the gay
marriage struggle here in the USA?

[ guess it’s one of those things where when
people oppose it, | don't understand what
they're talking about. | watehed this Chris
Rock concert, and he was talking about how
peaple say gay marriage threatens the sane-

tity of straight marriage but Michael Jackson

~ ~N

got married. There are shows like I Want to
Marry a Milli

just something [ don't understand the opposi-

onaire, How sacred can it be? It's

tion to. I don't understand how, if two lesbians
want to u*.‘\'n.'h;m;_:v bad poetry on a mountain-
top, that would threaten the marriage of the
people who grew up next door to me in North
Carolina. [ don't get it

Chely Wright
Oetober 2010
by Naney Ford

OutSmart: You had a lot to lose [by coming
out].

Chely Wright: [ had a lot to lose. | had social
ridicule that I just thought I couldn’t handle,
I had family ridicule. Cultural ridicule. I
didn’t want to lose my job. You know, people
sometimes forget that singing is how | eat.
That’s how 1 pay for my electricity. It’s not
my hobby. It's not model planes in the park
on the weekends. This
is how I make :
my lving,
And so I
reached
my tipping
point when
I had a
gun in my
mouth.

Absolutely chilling. And it happens
every day.
It happens every day, and that's the crisis. So
my balance sheet tipped over on itself. I found
myself on my knees praying to Gaod, but pray-
ing a different prayer. My praver had always
been, “Help me navigate these waters and
keep my secret and find a way to make it all
work and have my career and my secret and
my partner.” It was always that prayer.
When 1 reached my tipping point, and my
prayer was, “Give me a moment's peace,” |
didn't care anymore about the property and
the real estate and the finaneial portfolio I
had acguired. I am telling you, had somebody
sawd, “I will give you peace, and empty your
bank account,” I would have said *Take it.” In
fact, that's exactly what I did.

Cheyenne Jackson
June 2010

by David Goldberg

OutSmart: You recently recorded
“Blessing,” which benefits The Trevor
Project and the Hetrick-Martin Institute.
Could you tell us more about those chari-
ties and why you choose to support them?
Cheyenne Jackson: | became an ambas-

sador for HMI last year after going to an
event and being moved to take some action

I contacted them and subsequently spent
some time touring the facility and the Harvey
Milk High School, meeting the kids and the
staff who work there—inspiring doesn't even
begin to cover it. They are a haven for the
voung GLET community who have nowhere to
go—some homeless, some kicked out of their
homes because their parents found out they
are gay. | highly recommend reaching out to
them and see what you can do to help. It will
change your life, I've done some work with the
Trevor Project in the past and, again, what
these folks do for GLBT youth is astonizshing.
The testimonials from the workers of the 24
hour suicide prevention line will break your
heart and open your mind.

For more Throwback 20
interviews from our
past two decades, visit us
at QurSmartMacGazINE.COM
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Old Age Isn’t for Sissies

Or s It?

by Donalevan Maines

ven people who aren't gay will tell

vou that old age isn't for sissies,

PJ Raval's documentary feature

Before You Know It looks at how
equipped LGBT seniors are to thrive in a
youth-obsessed culture. These are people who
weathered persecution and pain while paving
the way for today's freedoms

Robert Mainor of Galveston says that
“gisay” is what people called gay boys when
he was growing up in Houston. Now in his
705, Mainor is one of three trailblazers
featured 1n Before You Know It, a tribute to
the estimated 2.4 million LGBT Americans
over the age of 55. The movie shines a light
on LGBT seniors and their struggle with
discrimination, neglect, and exclusion from
their own community.

Mainor is the owner of Robert’s Lafitte,
the Galveston bar he calls “the oldest gay
bar in the state of Texas, with the longest-
running drag show, ever.”

Raval, an out Austin filmmaker, discov-
ered the title for the film when Mainor said,
“You never think about getting older when
you're younger. Before vou know it, it creeps

up on you and you're there already.”

Galveston's own: Robert Mainor
(above) is one of three older men
featured in Before You Know I, a
documentary film by PJ Raval.

Last October, Raval at-
tended a screening of Before
You Know It at The Bran-
don in Houston to benefit a
Kickstarter campaign that
raised 550, tme in 30 days

“The amount is what | need to
h[l.‘il o COImmun Il_\ screening
series and theatrieal tour for
the film,” says Raval. “I would
love to bring the film back to
Houston.”

October’s event opened
to a packed house, with at-
tendees from the LGBT and
arts community as well as
budding young independent
filmmakers wanting to meet
Raval, who walked the red Texas's own: out Austin filmmaker
PJ Raval is shining a light on LGBT
seniors with his documentary
feature Before You Know It.

carpet at the 2009 Academy

Awards when Milk won two

Oscars—Best Actor for Sean

Penn as gay rights activist and

San Franciseo politician Harvey Milk, and tion of people. *If you say gay anything,

Best Original Screenplay for Dustin Lance

mainstream gay culture,” he explains.
Raval began by filming “Dennis,” a

man in his 70s who's living a closeted life

in rural Niceville, Florida. Still grieving

the death of his beloved wife, Dennis also

hides his paszion for dressing in women's

Black. Raval won that trip to the Oscars as

cinematographer for Trouble the Water, which
was nominated for Best
Documentary Feature,
about two Hurricane
Katrina survivors,

Raval, who is in his clothes, “I started out buying [ladies’]
underwear,” he says.
One day, while surfing the Internet,

mid-30s, grew up in Clo-

vis, California. "It wasa

really small town in the Dennis decides to travel to Portland, Or-

central valley, an area egon, and check out an LGBT retirement

community. There, he will reveal himself
g "Dee” to a blind date.

In Harlem, Raval met with Ty —

nobody really thinks of
when they think about
California,” he says.
“It definitely had its
challenges, being Asian-
American and also gay,
but there was something
nice about it. You make these friends, you
know, because you feel like no one under-
stands you, so that bands people together.”
When Raval, who completed his Master of
Fine Arts degree from the film school at the
University of Texas in 2003, got the idea of
making a documentary about LGBT seniors,
he knew he wanted a geographic cross-sec-
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Old Age Isn't for Sissies

confinued from previous page

Martin, an outreach manager for Services
& Advocacy for GLBT Elders (SAGE), “who
supposedly was going to introduce me to a
potential subjeet.” However, Raval was so
taken by Martin and his romance with an
older man that Martin became the second
subject of Before You Know Ii.
Next, Raval turned to Galveston. “I'd

never been there,” he says. “I had just driven

close to it

“If you show up in Galveston,” says Ra

val, "within a few hours, somebody will send

you to Robert’s Lafitte.”

In Mainor, Raval found a born storyteller

who had lived through the gay civil rights
movement.

Raval says he relied on “a lot of luck and
a lot of intuition” to find the film's three
subjects.

In addition to inspiring the film's title,

Mainor provides it with a coda when he says,

“Always think positive. Enjoy every day be-
cause after it's over, you can't relive it.”

For more information about Before You
Know It, including how to host a sereening,
visit beforeyouknowitfilm.com.

Donalevan Maines also writes about the play
By the Way, Meet Vera Stark in thi
CurSMART magnzine

pssite of
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Body Counts: A Memoir

Recollections from a time when everybody counted

by Rich Arenschieldt
Phato by Greg Gorman

his past year
has had a no-
table number of
LGBT-oriented
“retrospectives,” chief
among them, David
Franece’s brutally tearful
:”ilm f‘l’rm to -\‘"H-"i'l’l'l i
Flague, and now, activ-
uthor Sean Strub’s

literary companion work,
Body Counts: A Memuoir
of Politics. Sex, AIDS and
Survival. Each focuses on
the decades that helped
to shape the worldview
of gays in America. How
to Survive a Plague
chronicles the genesis
of a national movement,
and Strub's book tells the
story of an activist who helped foment it.
Many will know Strub from his long

tenure as the firebrand publisher of POZ

Muagazine (currently celebrating its 20th an-

niversary, along with OurSmart). However,

Strub’s multifaceted career has encompassed

politics, historic
preservation, non-
profit manage-
ment, and crimi-
nal justice work.
Strub grew up
in rural lowa and
was educated in Washington DC and New
York City. He and his partner have made

their home in rural Pennsylvania (complete

with dogs, a henhouse, and various other

waterfowl) in the metropolis of Milford—pop-
ulation 1,021, Strub’s life has indeed taken a

decidedly bucolic turn,

“No one thought we
would live long enough to
witness any substantive
institutional change.”

N

e —

P

Private becomes personal:
activist/author Sean Strub
says, “The book ended up )
being more intimate than | power.
had intended.”

This pastoral setting has provided a
much-needed opportunity for retrospection;
his own life has finally caught up with him.
“I was initially hesitant about writing this
book,” Strub says. “About five years ago | was
talking to someone, trving to convey what
those vears were like.
This well-informed
person just couldn’t
comprehend the im
mensity of what had
oneeu I'S'(‘(I—\\'hu'“ [hllf-l'
whao had survived
endured. | was lamenting that our history
was being lost and that there were only a
few people alive with firsthand experience of
what had taken place. Frustrated at our con-
versation, 1 blurted out, ‘Somebody has to be
the memory!’ [ suddenly realized that I was
part of that collective consciousness.”

Strub’s literary style is fiercely unapolo-
getic, casting himself and those within his
sphere in an unflinching light. He writes in
a manner that is conversational but imbued

BODY COUNTS

» MEMOIR OF POLITICS SEX. (&
ALDS, AND SURVIVAL

SEAN STRUB

with an urgency
of purpose. “The
book ended up be-
ing more intimate
than I had intend-
ed.” Strub says
Strub’s politi-
cal career began
with an appoint-
ment as a page
in the lowa State
House, where,
as a high school
student, he began
to discern the
interpersonal dy

namies of political

He simultane-
ously attended
Georgetown
University, interned for a senator, and
worked as an elevator operator in the
U.S. Capitol building. All of these activi-
ties gave Strub access to Washington's
political elite, some of whom were closeted
homosexuals. “I've had a lifelong fascina-
tion with politics. 1 quickly learned that
the closer you were to elected officials,
the more exciting life was. That proximity
also provided validation of my own self-
worth at a time when [ was (admittedly)
maore ambitious than purposeful.” Al-
though his studies suffered, Strub regrets
nothing. “Working in the Capitol building
garnered me an education that was far
more interesting and valuable than any 1
would have received at a university.” —+
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h cou A H explosion of (PEPFAR), the policy that committed $15
sexual freedom billion of HIV medication to Afriea. “POZ
e, ¥ {and the com- stated that those funds would be better
. Eventually, Strub found Washington's munity it ereat- spent ereating a basic healthcare infra-
closeted climate too restrictive, and in the ed) defined us structure. In fact, the reason for PEPFAR
late "70s he moved to New York City to at Unfortunately, was that some countries were going to
tend Columbia—just as HIV was manifest- it also created a8 eircumvent existing patent protections

ing itself in gay men, “I came out jusl seven pathogenically {which they legally could do) by declar-

vears after Stonewall, and, like many men, EMOCRAT perfect trans- ing AIDS a national emergency, enabling
YIOny mous R CO N G R ES S mission route them to produce cheaper versions of the

for me personal liberation was

GET YOUR

with sexual freedom—what had previously into the heart drugs for their citizens. The pharma-

TIC KETS TO been denied to us was now readily available our existence.” ceutical industry was terrified that this
via bars and bathhouses, It was a redaction The magazine would establish a precedent, threatening
of oppression.” Throughout Body Counts, embraced this their monopoly on the manufacture of

Strub discusses the frequency of his sexual as ‘sex-positive, medications for HIV and a host of other

activity with complete eandor 1990: Strub is the only openly HIV-positive person to run for seeking to ex- treatments.”

With Reagan’s landslide reelection in congressional office. pose the public Though the magazine was assailed
1984, the national response to HIV was non to those liv |I_\' the media. il1-i||}-':'_\' government
existent. "As gay men, we expected nothing ing with HIV and patients themselves, it continued
from the federal government. We knew how sue came out, Strub, weakened by his efforts while gleefully ereating controversy within indomitahle. 1 knew that this magazine
the establishment viewed us. Besides, no one to bring the magazine to life, was ill with the HIV-positive community itself would be erueial to people with HIV. At
thought we would live long enough to wit pnenmonia. “No one thought that [ was mak- Strub published pieces on taboo subjects, the time, I thought, "Il I'm going to die of
ness any substantive institutional change. ing a good business decision—what kind of including the still-famous 1999 article, Both this disease, I'm going to leave a legacy of
As a result. the community developed an market would there be for a readership con Sides Now by Stephen Genden (in which which I'm proud.’ In actuality, the energy
internally focused ‘do-it-voursell” approach to sigting solely of terminally ill men?” he rationalizes infecting his partner). “We created by publishing the magazine prob-
address its needs. From the onset, the magazine eschewed wrote about sex in a way that enraged ably saved Strub’s life.

Fhe activism paradigm quickly shifted conventional wisdom in every respect—jour people—we debunked conventional wisdom.” Body Counts is now part of the canon
when the fir far HIV became nalistically, scientifically, artistically, and He recalls two famous columns—one ad of literature examining the gay epidemio-
available. “Th n AZT was ap- sexually. “In 1994, what the public hated dressing the rarity of female-to-male HIV logical diaspora, something Strub fears
proved, ACT-UP was l-;.-.w.wj, -.LI|||.'].. in its about HIV was that it involved gay men transmission, and the other exposing the may recur in the new millennium. “As
simplest form was a concentrated distillation rathering in these ghettos we had created fl.Jl|||l_\ of the III'.ILIl'-.UIll..lJ Bush-era “Presi- the result of current treatments, someone
of ."l.'-\||;.L'.-C|H'1.'.I.l| pervasive anger and frustra- (bathhouses, bars, and sex clubs) to f~-k. This lent's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief™ diagnosed today has the option to keep —

tion. Suddenly we became externally focused
targeting institutions of power, media, goy-
ernment, regulatory agencies, and the phar
maceutical industry. Our eollective indigna-
tion was fueled by the fact that (at that time)
our gender and skin color gave us automatic
privilege. We, as educated, prosperous white
men, were shocked at experiencing blatant,

systemic digerimination,’

_ | % : Just call Village Plumbing and Hame Serwc&s_
| Well send an a conditioning service and installation |
funds to support gay organizations, some- . tEChﬂICIEﬂ to CQO' YDL] dﬂwn, Whenever YQU HEECI us. |
thing he discusses at length. “Encountering

people with power and influence always rep-

1111 WESTHEIMER RD. HOUSTON, TEXAS 77006 {713)521‘ADAM resented opportunity to me. If I could utilize
ADAM EV ETEXAS_COM them to advance social justice or gay rights

isgues, I would do 80.” Strub details meeting

political, hiterary, and artistic giants, con-
vincing each of them to support his nonprofit
work in some way. "Being an entrepreneur
' = ‘d WE ARE HERETO and an activist was not always enviable.
AND PA:‘SPDRTS o \ GET YOU THERE! I had rejected the idea that those two en-

deavors were mutually exclusive, believing

rauelmg soon and need a pnsapnrundfkaa lngm
o your destination? Expedited Services Available. 4 i
well. Often, conflict arose between business

_-I.at3Stars\ﬂsas wd?asspnrtsdealmﬂllhe FIJI'IE IIII'BEM : ! e " decisions | had to make and goals | needed

that you could acecomplish good while doing

Wm“mm ﬂlﬁc‘l&"' S : { y T to achieve for activism; key players in tha - PLUMBING « COOLING « HEATING |
-3Starsﬁsasmnsssﬂmwiﬁ1 obtaining a V it i g T arena sometimes mistrusted my motives.” ; ! APPLIANCE REPAlR . |N3ULAT|ON |
ﬂIBWMdMﬂIIﬁBISTBIIIIIMfWWW| == : Strub chronicles his most controversial = Tror o e : i T T 33085 g

and riskiest endeavor, the creation of POZ
Magazine, something birthed at great per
sonal and financial eost. (Strub viaticated

TB&'ISan FBlIFB St'#m HIH.ISIOII,TI m m‘ 1m Office » 855.277.1808 Toll Free his life insurance and sold his house to raise
www.3starsvisas.com « 3Stars@3starsvisas.com the needed capital.) When the inaugural 1s-
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Ed
AquariumWorld.net
reeway @ Hollister

Body Counts: A Memoir

their status a secret—something that was
impoasible to do while having purple lesiens
on your face. In a way, people are now maore
isolated than they were decades apo. The
reaponse to HIV infection is radically differ
ent and intensely more judgmental than in
the past As activists, how we ¢ombat this is
challenging.”

Strub's peers have ::|J|J|'l-L'i.-,'.--Li his efforts
in Body Counts. “As a group of passionate
individuals, we are, by nature, contentious.
That said, others appreciate -'i:'n- nonesty with
which I discuss intimate details of our lives

and cireumstances. The book transcends our

nd ros, i well as the arguments
and skirmishes we endured. During that 20-
ear period, the purest, most selfless kind of

love exhibited itself constantly. Though this
my story, my memair, it’s the produet of
numereous shared experiences.”
We are in a “look back™ moment with
ird to what happened, and recent works
such as Dallas Buyers Club, How to Survive
we responded to others and how we should

illuminate how

be prepared to respond as new challenges
nfront us

IIII.'

(¥ 5

Serving our
Community in
a Safe & Caring

Environment.

Psychatherapy, Career Counseling,

Individual, & Helationship

Counseling

DENIS “WooDJA”
FLANIGAN, PH. D.

Licensed psychologist

Voted Best Psychologist

f I=2013 ODutSmart
v Chaice Awards

Specializing in
individuals,couples, &
family relational issues
Lo regain your direction

of meaning, and

yvour happiness

HELPING YOU REACH YOUR FULL POTENTIAL!

2600 Southwest Fwy., Suite 409 Houston, TX 77098
www.Houston-Psychologist.com | 713-589-8804

For mental health news, and information. vou ¢an follow me at

www.facebook.com/Flanigan.psychotherapy

Octavio Barrios, MD
Adult Primary Care
WWW barrios.com

Avg, Contact Time
With Dr. Barrios
32 Minutes!

Board Certified
American Board of
Family Medicine

By Appointment
Same Day Available
For Acute Illness

¥

Best Physician Finalig
. lﬁf'{“ ._|~.~ji .

Most
Insurances
Accepted

Pasadena Houston - Montrose
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday: Wednesday, Friday, Saturday:
Skin Renaissance Laser Center

517 West Gray St

713-942-7546

Honzon Famly Healthcare
7106 Spencer Highway
281-542-9400
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Ensemble Theatre presents ‘By the Way, Meet Vera Stark’

by Donalevan Maines

upita Nyong'o,
meet Vera Stark.
In the “imaginary
history™ play
currently at the Ensemble
Theatre, Vera is a com-
[ll:.—-‘il’" af forgotten black
actresses who paved the
way for today’s stars by

toiling as maids and slaves

Michelle Elaine (I) stars in the title role
in Ensemble Theatre's production of

By the Way, Meet Vera Stark. Elizabeth
Marshall Black (inset) is Gloria Mitchell.

in Hollywood movies in
the 1930z, Yes, Nvong'o

played a slave in her Oscar

winning performance this

vear, but as Vera would
point out, “She’s a slave
with lines, honey."

~— By the Way, Meet Vera
E /'. Stark concerns Vera's
tangled relationship with
Gloria Mitchell, a Holly-

wood starlet, In a

RN ™ i E e : i P B L
HOSTING ONE EVENT A DAY, CATERING TO YOUR EVERY NEED...

becaguse your day deserves a place just fer you.

story that Spans
70 years, the audi-

ence learns how leshian journalist/poet/activ-

CALL US NOW TO RESERVE YOUR DAY!  Info@C

= 3 T B s - A — ir true identi- 18t, seoffs a at idea. “As &
ww.ChateauPolc com 12612 Maleomson Rd., Houston TX 77070 £t koo ad o LBS Ao .1 MRENER.
ties are more than black lesbian, | want nothing

skin deep.

more than to claim Vera,” says
the character, Afua Assata Ejobo. “But, yo,
can Vera not exist without a relationship to
Gloria? . , . F--k Gloria Mitchell!”

which Obsidian Art Space produced last
month. An April 21, 2011, article in the
New York Times revealed that the play

“It's suggested
that Gloria and
Vera were lesbian

lovers, and that it
was a torrid affair
that ended badly
after Vera was
nominated for an

Academy Award,”

Jo Anne Davis-lones
served as dramaturg
for Ensemble Theatre's
production of By the
Way, Meet Vera Stark.

savs Herb Forrester, a filmmaker, musician,

and entrepreneur from Ozkland, who leads

Jo Anne Davis-
Joneg, who served as
dramaturg for the
Ensemble’s produc-
tion, says the char-
acter of Afua Aszata
Ejobo provides an important perspective to
the play. “Afua brings passion and raw gritti-

was inspired by Houston
native Theresa Harris
and her role as Barbara
Stanwyck’s maid, Chico,
in Baby Face (1933).

“I was struck by how

different it was from so many of the other

representations of African-American —

an Act I colloquium that examines what ness to the intellectual discussion,” explains

happened to Vera Stark Davis-Jones. “She’s very outspoken in her [
Another panelist, a “slightly masculine” opinions on Vera Stark and her contributions
to the movie industry for African-American
women. She emhraces Vera's courage to take |
chances, describing her as real and radical.” |
Lynn Nottage wrote Vera Stark as a fol-
low-up to her Pulitzer Prize-winning Ruined,

=]
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Toiling in the Thirties

women that I had seen from that period,”

B ., | “ - " ;mlti Ix:il_'.jll'lijll:.el-‘--.l'5:|:|_'\-.=i.:l-:.r'-l girl, Zette, to BE ; ]
A HAMPSHIREN® - Betta D i:.li_u.:..-’.‘-_--ﬂir-.'l'.':li'W-.'.n-.flh_'ﬂ:;‘n:l-.l-.::.-. . I I k-
e~ B O NG | Dtk maid Clementin,in The Flome ) ¥ 7 eea ONE NIGHT ONLY

In the play’s first act, Vera lands the role

Tl . VETERINARY CARE IN YOUR HOME [ oty metures .f,f__-

g EEACIKTR VALY e & Emdi Lensuital | Orleans ("Magnolias and petticoats, cotton

s T —— _ .l lum Souther: |'|l||'\'.!|-|'\| The Bel

O 1l WWelln » INEeqg 100rat v st . and slaves™)
o Ultra na e ln & e 1re s M | “It's a gross misrepresentation of history, }

says Herb, arguing that the movie “paints a

TUESDAY, APRIL 29
7:00 PM
- WORTHAM CENTER

portrait of a romantic and idealized world,
| ¢ 1t 1 et 1) . £ Ty .
B g i where the slave woman Tilly doesn't long

\ 832.767.8693 |t reedom. but eyt plese b ing - (T

— " .\ MISLIress.,

culture.” another character taunts Vera
“Why are we still playing slaves? Shucks, it '

was hard enough getting free the first damn

Calling Veras movies “a blight on our

832.487.7041
BrilliantLectures.org

“It's easy to point fingers today.,” an ag

i Act I1. “But, honey, should 10d hiave

Dayna G. Baxter, DVM 1
, dbaxter.dvm@gmail.com Michelle Elain
it www.hampshiremobilevet.com Ensemble, says, “Emotionally, sometimes |

get sad thinking about how

ircles around Gloria, but Vera is limited in

Bug at Theatre S« wthwest in 2010. “Butch

i he pars sl N get
t Michelle was R.C., a protective leshian

aya. “Her physicality is what I wanted to
L2 "'"-, : EYE capture, and 1 focused on her being a really
‘. e good friend to Arnes, who was being bhrain

: = Elizabeth Marshall Black, who playved the
. BARTON PERREIRA title role in Celebration Theatre's The Beebo Sl 2y
; Brinker Chronicles in 2012, “She was ou TENENBAUM & Co.
- H[SIEEREAHET in the gay and lesbian community, where S T Tk
) e LG she was a well-known figure,” says Black

|| word we used in rehearsals,” she

2013

describing the Greenwich Village setting of

Ann Bannon’s popular pulp-fiction series

Outside of the bars, I||l.||.;|! Beebo
Brinker “was never allowed to be herself. She
atill had to pass as a man, so she wouldn't Ken MCLEOd, LCSW! ACSW

get beaten up. 1 had sympathy and empathy Licensed Clinical Social Worker

for her

—— ———

—

“Any time vou're not allowed to reach
Thanks to OutSmart Readers

far voting me a Top Male Therapist

vour full potential,” Black concludes, “there

s a tragic element to it

for 2011-2013!1 feel very honored.

What: By the Way, Meet Vera Stark

When: through April 13

Where: Ensemble Theatre, 3535 Main 5t

Tickets/info: ensemblehouston.con * ixofficd 5909 West Loop South, Suite 480
f'-".'li‘-L'JIl-!':liI'II on.com, or 713 00556 Bellaire, Texas 77401

713.628.1776 P kenscounseling@aol.com

Ponalevan Maines also writes about the
GMCLA it gets I Wter four in thes tssue of

OurS Check me out on: Therapick.com or PsychalogyToday.com
PSS MART T g e
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Voted Best Attorneys
in Houston and Galveston

’T;’ Congratulations!

Proud supporter of OutSmart
since the premier issue in 1994,

Appointments in Houston and Galveston & ;

maoreandhunt.com « 713-522-4282 \

Thank you OutSmarl Readers' for naming us
G‘Nﬁg & GREATEST DESSERTS
for 16 years-in-o-rowl We love youl

{50 fiwin 2013 OgrSmant feadary Chuico
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& Drder UV\F ine fDdPéu&\

\ www.dessertgallery.com

N Moo _—

58 APRIL 2014 QOutSmartMagazine.com

‘The GENDER Book’

Exploring gender in a way even your grandmother can understand

by Megan Smith

ometimes, if something needs to be

done—and done well—you have to do

it yvourself. That's the approach that

Mel Reiff Hill, Jay Mays, and Robin
Mack took when they decided to create and
self-publish the GENDER book, a 80-page
“Gender 101" guide that discusses every-
thing from gender identity and presentation
to pronouns to the transgender umbrella,

“1 have said that most of us identify
with ‘genderqueer,’ that in-between area,”
Mays savs. “To be more specific, we're drag
kings, butches, and on the transmasculine
spectrum, That means we were all assigned
female at birth, and we now find ourselves in
different levels of masculine expression and
identity.”

After recognizing the need for more
education surrounding gender and gender
variance and realizing that no such introdue-
tory book existed, they combined their tal
ents and unique experiences to produce one
themselves. Mays co-authored and edited,
Hill iwho ig a former art teacher) co-authored
and drew all illustrations and infographics
throughout the book, and Mack covered com-
munity relations. But the book is not solely
a product of
the minds of
these three
creators, Mays
says, Over
200 people
were surveyed
for the book,
countless interviews were conducted, eon-
versations about each page were held with
community members, and additional input
from poet Boston Bostian inspired the book’s
main character.

“Six suicides of young queer
kids who'd been bullied
were the main reason | said
enough is enough.”

Class in session: the

GENDER book explores

gender in a way that's

fun, creative, and easy |
to understand.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT:

the GENDER Book

creators Jay Mays, Mel

Reiff Hill, and Robin

Mack.

In addition to grants from the Hous- Megan Smith: |

ton Arts Alliance and The ldea Fund, How did you |

the GENDER book ran an extremely suc- originally
cessful indiegogo campaign, raising over team up with
$32.500 from 751 funders and receiving Mel Reiff
about 1,000 book orders from people in 27 Hill?
different countries, Jay Mays: 1 |

Mays and the met Mel at a

fellow creators hope drag king workshop in |
the book will become 2006. We performed together in the
part of a larger move- Gendermyn, a Houston-based drag king
ment oceurring across troupe known for its super-fluidity. Then |
the world to treat Mel became my wonderful taco-making
humans with dignity, housemate in 2010, We were living in -+
regardless of gender varianee. “It's not about !
surgery,” Mays says. “It's about respect.”

I had the pleasure of speaking with
Mays, who also serves as the Commu-
nity Volunteer Specialist at The Montrose
Center, about the GENDER book’s goals,
community-building components, and how
to approach difficult conversations about

gender.
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* Accepting Medicaid, Medicare &
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‘The GENDER Book'

I ILEL
this big gray house in Houston together as
friends with dogs, ferrets, and community
members trying to find our way.

Tell me a little more about Boston Bostian
and his involvement with the book.

Boston is an extremely talented poet who
was subletting at our big gray house. We call
him a founding ereator, and he inspired the
book’s main character. We worked together
ENDER book(

some zine-sized publication. He's since moved

our first very awe-

on the Gz 5ty

on to other pProjecis lile ut']||[|-|'!_:-:-|]'_.l.|u'i and
Define: Transition. He is an avid supporter
of this project and any project that supports

gender justice

You've said the book was created because
you and your friends saw a need for more
education relating to gender. I'm sure you
all had different experiences, but what
was the defining moment for you where
you said, “Something needs to be done
about this"?

Along with Mel Reiff Hill, Robin Mack, and
Boston Bostian, I had talks in the living

room about the LGBT teen suicides in the

news. Mel ranted about their bovfriend hav-
ing to pay to educate his therapist, and we
:|||_j':|r=| wondered u]l_\ there wasn't a better,
easier resource for gender-diverse folks
Then we locked around and saw who was
in the room; writers, artists, editors, fund-
raisers, and community leaders. We could
write that book we were talking about, So
we did. It was just a fun project at first—
doodles on the [i-ill't'h. We had no idea it
would go this far

Six suicides of voung queer kids who'd
been bullied were the main reason 1 said
enough is enough. [Seeing only| two gender
markers on the census was another reason
How was anything going to get done if we
couldn’t be on the same page about it with a
common language? And for me personally,
[the thing that made it] worth me using
hours of my life to make this education
primer labor of love was that I wanted to
work on a praject that would keep me and
my friends engaged in art that called us to
live bigger lives and use our privilege to give
access to others. Not because they didn’t
have voices—we knew many people did—but
beecause there needed to be a way to show the
stories that would save people’s lives and, in
turn, that would keep my zoul going.

In general, why should an “average lae”
care about gender?

Most of us have a gender, It i3 one of the ear-
liest parts of our personal identities. When
we're born, we are assigned a sex. | think it
might give the average Joe some wiggle room

to breathe when he knows his gender 1sn'i
100 percent inherited. For a lot of folks, if the
answer 18 yes when asked, “Do you wdentify
as the sex you were assigned at birth?,” then
those folks are cisgender, “Cis” equals “same
side.” “Trans” equals “across.” So often, your
average Joe doesn't experience any vari-
ance because it's the water he's swimming
in. Similar to misogyny, the gender binary
breaks it down to [the point where] there are
only males and females. Boys and girls, Men
and women., Mars and Venus, etc. When the
average Joe meets a transgender person, Or
an intersex person, Joe can make a choice

to be an ally to a person who might have a
different experience of walking through the
world. I think most people want to be honor-
ing and say the right things and be educated.
We all want to create space for everyone to
be themselves, and sometimes an average
Joe might be afraid or not know where to go
to access resources [that can bridge] these

educational gaps

You did countless interviews and surveyed
over 200 people as research for the book. In
what format did you complete the surveys,
and can you describe specific interviews
that really impacted you during the process?
(Of course they're all unique!)
We wanted people’s truths about their lives,
s0 we put out a call to create an open-ended
six-question survey where participants could
describe what communities they come from,
how they expressed their gender, what they
came up against, and where they saw the
need for education. We used the social media
weh to huddle in as many ag we could from
around the world. At first, our community
outreach coordinator, Robin Mack, recorded
a few interviews, and one of those was with
an African-American trans woman who lives
in the Chicago area. After a very lengthy
401-level conversation, Robin asked her
what should go in this [basic 101 primer].
She said, “If I have to explain myself and
who I am one more time, I will not want to
leave my house.” Also, “To my community:
if you want to get to know and support me,
you can't just support the trans part of me.
You have to support all of me, which starts
with my race.” She had a lot to say, but those
pieces stick with me

And then there was a young trar

Sgen-
der woman from small-town Texas that

we interviewed right when she got to San
Francisco. Hobin and I were there for leader-
ship training. and when we met, she said,
“1 really hope that you do make a book, and
not just some medical book, but one that

is as colorful as my life can be when | am
being whatever gender expression | want to
be. I hope that it's one 1 ean give my aunt or
grandmother in small-town Texas, and she
will know that not only will I be okay. but I
am living a great life.” —

Vietnamese home-cooking
in a modern setting

1201 Westheimer #b | Montrose
713-524-5664 duarestaurant.com

ln the Heights

Contact Ler Fabulous

- Al £
- 2p * Wed i

713/864-8822
EyeHeights.com

't
2007-2012 :
1Fesal Eye 1o Eve would like 1o congrauial Dutsmart S8
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| Anxious,
depressed,
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compulsive,
or distracted?
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‘The GENDER Book’

contmued from previous page

I really like the approach the book takes.
It’s not angry, belittling, or shaming for
people who may still be processing all of
this information or have a very low knowl-
edge level of gender. Was that important for
you when writing the book?

Absolutely! There's ignorance everywhere,
and that's okay unless you choose to stay
uninformed. When we started, there were
no other resources that were short, colorful
101s for all to grasp new takeaways from
and leave old, outdated education behind
HRC had a pamphlet, but it was really texty,
and we wanted to use colors and illustration
and real voices of real people to show how
exploratory gender ean be. I wanted to mix
My Gender Workbook by the inimitable Kate
Bornstein with something like My Grandma
Has AIDS. In 1990, when most of my uncles
and friends of the family were taken from
us, there weren't a lot of books to read as a
12-year-old about the subject. Later, a book
called My Grandma Has AIDS rolled across
my desk, and that was a guiding light for
creating something simple about a very

dense subject,

You pose the question to readers of the
book, “What are your earliest memories of
your gender?” What are yours?

Well, I'm from the Scuth, so there were a

lot of cues from my grannies about what a
little person assigned female at birth should
be doing—smiling, playing Barbies, tap
dancing, dieting. All of my Barbies had short
hair, were sexually active, and had intensely
intricate personal narratives. Another
memory that pops into my head is when |
was about seven, I wanted to sing a Led Zep-
pelin song that my dad and [ sang topether
in the school talent show. His confidence in
his own David Bowie-inspired masculinity
learring, eveliner on special occagions) told
me ['d be alright dressing like Robert Plant
at school with a shadow meustache, dancing
like a maniac

I've heard the argument from many people,
including fellow members of the queer
community, that gender-neutral pronouns
such as “ze/hir” are “taking things too far”
or “unnecessary.” Have you had similar
experiences, and what is your response to
situations like that?

We've all been conditioned in a society deeply
rooted in the gender binary, where there are
no exceptions to the two checkboxes: M and
F. Just like the rest of nature, some humans
don't fall so sweetly into either of those cate-
gories. Language is a really powerful tool for
self-determination, and obviously it can be
used as a weapon. ['ve had friends leave or-
ganizations because their peers would try to

talk them out of their pronouns, feeling like
they were being helpful telling them they
were grammatically incorrect. It really is a
matter of respect. If someone doesn't want
to be called “he,” it's incredibly disrespect-
ful to continually foree that upon someone,
It's the same lack of acceptance that leads to
high rates of health and economic disparities
and violence against gender-nonconforming
people

Honoring someone’s pronouns and
preferred name is one of the simplest ways
to demonstrate vour ally-ship. It shows the
other person, “Hey, | see you and | hear you
and | freaking respect your right to self:
identify! | will eall you what you want to be
called and stand shoulder to shoulder with
you in whatever ways you're comfortable

Now let’s get some iee cream.”

Overall, what is your main goal to accom-
plish with the GENDER book? Has that goal
changed since the beginning of the project?
Originally, it was to create something that
we could give to our families and community
members who wanted to be supportive of
gender minorities. This was before Facebook
had 56 gender options. The world is changing
quickly, and language 1s bending to accom-
modate more possibilities. The [latest edition
of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manuall
replaced the diagnosis of “gender identity

dizorder” with "gender dysphoria.”

The book includes a tear-out booklet in

the back to give to others. Where and to
whom do you recommend readers give their
booklets?

The booklet was our very first piece that we
gave away everywhere—to voung people, to
folks in prizon, to friends, family, people vou
see regularly. It's kind of a “hey, this is for
you to share and spread the word!™

What kind of response have you gotten to
the book so far?

We've gotten many, many generous cheers,
thank-vous, and life-changing stories since
we've launched the e-book for donation. Not
everyone will agree with every bit of the way
And when we had
doubts, we erred on the side of inelusion. We

the book was put together

changed things around based on community
feedback. We had a long process of dialogu-
ing about each page with the communities
represented. The problem is that often these
communities themselves have very different
truths around terminology, Ultimately, we
had to make some choices that not evervone
can agree with 100 percent, but hopefully
everyone can read without eringing. To

help broaden our perspective, we enlisted
everyone we could find to co-author with us
through short, fun surveys. You can find
their responses all throughout the book,
That lets us show multiple opinions without

having to say “this is right” and “this is
wrong." It'’s more about sharing the individu-
al’s truths as best we can,

The e-version of the book is now available
for download at thegenderbook.com. When
is the hard-copy book expected to arrive,
how can our readers purchase a copy, and
how much will each copy cost?

The book is oh-so-reasonably priced at $30,
and whaolezale pricing is available. Copies of
the book will be in our hands in late April.

Hardbacks are currently available in three

places:

1) For pre-order on our website, thegender
book.com.

2) At one of our bicoastal book launches—
the Houston-area launch will be hosted
by the lovely folks at the Lawndale Art
Center [4902 Main St.| on May 15 from
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. All Houston-area donors
can pick up their copies there—or come

and get your copy without paying for

shipping!

-

Books will also be available for sale in the
Antena space at the Blaffer Art Museum
at the University of Houston on Mav 6
from 6 to 9 p.m. So many LGBT students
are doing phenomenal work at the Univer
sity of Houston, and several of us are
featuring our text-based prajects at the
Blaffer that night.

The GENDER book is proud to give back
50 percent of its proceeds to the community
iook Seholar-
ship program to any community organization

and would love to extend its

that's interested in retaining a desk copy
Please e-mail robin@thegenderbook for an
application

Do you have any plans for a “Part Two” or a
continuation of this project? If not, what's
next on your plate?

Well, if Routledge [the world's leading
academic publisher in the Humanities and
Social Sciences] would like us to consider

a Part Two, then that may be in the cards.
We're getting started with trainings, and we
have some pretty huge goals, We're headed

to the Philadelphia Trans Health Conference
to connect with others who also want Lo ease
the burden of trans* folks having to educate
their health professionals. [Epiror’s norg: the
asterisk following “trans” is used metaphori-
cally to capture all the identities—from drag
-that fall outside

queen Lo genderqueer-
traditional notions of gender.| We want to
lessen suicide rates by showing gender-
nonconforming youth and adults they're not
alone. We want one less teen sleeping on the
street when they come out. We want to train
people to gkillfully manage these 101 conver-
sations so that we can open up space for more
interesting and personal dialogues. To me,
that’s how communities get built

And we'll happily go on Eilen if she'll
have us! H

SONJA "SQUEAK"” RIFFE, OPTICIAN /LAB TECHNICIAN

SINCE 19898

3939 MONTROSE BLVD.
HousTON, TX 77006

713-622-4411
EYEELEGANCE.COM

Z

SERVING OUR COMMUNITIES' EYEWEAR NEEDS
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Jerald Jason Aguilar
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Participating Restaurants (o of 3/25/14)

Américas (River Oaks) — 2040 W Gray St
Bﬂb\j Bmmc:by‘s — 602 Fairview St
Barnaby's Café — 604 Fairview
Barnaby’s Café — 1701 S Shepherd
Barnaby’s Caté — 414 West Gray
Barnaby's Coté — 5750 Woodway
Bombay Pizza Co. - 914 Main St #105
Bombay Pizza Co. — 636 Highway 6 #100, Sugar Land
Brasserie 19 - 1962 W Gray St

Brio's Tuscan Grille — 3029 Kirby
Canopy - 3939 Montrose Blvd

Chair
Monica Pope

01

h &
SuUBARU

D Uhat, Frgha Al

AIDSHelp.org

o

Coppa Ristorante — 5555 Washington Ave

Coppa Osteria — 5210 Morningside

Ibiza — 2450 Louisiana St #200

Niko Niko's Greek & American Café — 2520 Mantrose
Miko Niko's Greek & American Café -~ 301 Milam
Shade - 250 W 19th St

Sparrow Bar and Cookshop - 3701 Travis St

Tacos A-Go-Go - 3704 Main St

Tacos A-Go-Go - 2912 White Oak Dr

Tila's Restaurant & Bar — 1111 S Shepherd Dr

more to come!

For more information and an up-to-date
list of participating restaurants, go to

AIDSHelp.org/DiningOutForlLife

pROUL SPONSo
CELEBRATING ¢
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mPowering Community

Houston organizations combat growing HIV rates among
young African-American MSMs while building community

by Megan Smith

t's tough being a teenager. You're no

]ungt'l' a child, not yel an adult, and

just starting to find your place in the

world, Jason Black's teenage years pre-
sented even more of a struggle. Newly out of
the closet, he was just beginning to navigate
his way through life as a young, gay. African-
American man, With no close gay friends,
ties to the larger gay community, or com
prehensive sex edueation in his schooling,
safe sex and knowing the risks of HIV were
nowhere on Black’s radar. “So you're trying
to navigate and learn all of that alone.” he
says. “I had been having sex for two or three
years by the time [ even learned that HIV
was an issue or that it should be a concern to
me as a man and as a black, gay man. And
vou really don't have that option to be explor-
atory because when vou look at a community
of people where the infection rates are as
high as they are, you really dont have that
flexibility, because the pool of people vou're
going to be having sex with has a lot of [HIV]
positives.”

Infeetion rates for young African-Ameri-
can MSMs (men
who have sex
with men) are in
fact high—and
increasing. Be-
tween 2002 and

of young African-

American MSM

(age 13 to 24) diagnosed with HIV in Harris
County increased by 189 percent. In 2011,
voung MSMs aceounted for 16.8 percent of all
new HIV diagnoses in Harris County and, of

“I had been having sex
for two or three years by
the time | even learned
2011, the number — that HIV was an issue.”

Group members at the mSociety’s “The Talk,” a free event for friends and family to come
together to discuss “issues that affect us all”

these diagnoses, 60.5 percent were African-
American men, according to the 2013 Hous-
ton Area Integrated Epidemiologic Profile
for HIV/AIDS Prevention and Care Services
Planning. “The epidemic really has shifted
to communities of color,” says Joe Fuentes,
chief executive officer of Houston Area Com-
munity Serviees (HACS),
a local full-service Feder
ally Qualified Healtheare
Center that originally
formed in 1998 as an
HIV/AIDS service orgarni-
zation to assist communi-
ties of color.

Health-care dispari-
ties, lower income and educational attain-
ment, and higher rates of unemployment
and incarceration are A Mong the numerous
factors that attribute to these high rates,
Fuentes says. The inereasing popularity of
unprotected sex and the disconnect between
the AIDS erisis of the 19805 and the virus
today also contribute to these numbers, adds
Kevin Anderson, community outreach and

education coordinator for AIDS Foun-
dation Houston (AFH), “A lot of young
MSM individuals don’t know about that
side of HIV,” Anderson says. “So now, to
know people who are H1V-positive and to

see them living healthy, and to not hear

of many complaints, 1 think what hap-
pens is that young MSMs just think *Oh,
I'll be fine, I'll just take a pill. There are

things that I can do.™

One of the most prominent fac-

tors—lack of knowledge surrounding

sex—starts at home, Black says, "In our
culture and in our families as people of
color, African American or Latino, we

are very focused around religion and
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Sunday Brunch
Bottomless Mimosas $12

Live Music 11:30 AM-2:30 PM

. 9 -

2810 Westheimer

‘ T713-528-2473
thebirdandthebearbistro.com
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religious belief systems,” he says. “And this
culture of stigma [comes out of those be-
liefs]. We have been taught culturally not to
have conversations aboutl sex openly. It’s a
very secretive thing and
it's a very private thing.
You don't have open
dialogue about that,
and so I think that un-
conscionsly transpires
into our personal lives
when we're having con-
versations with our sex
partners or even as a
community. I think we
all know each other is
having sex, but we don't
have a conversation
about what type of sex
we're having or what
we're doing when we're
having sex, and [ think
all of that contributes
to the decisions we
make around HIV. So
surely if | can't have a
conversation with you
about just having sex,
['m not going to talk
about whether that is
protected or unprotect-
ed sex. Oftentimes, I think that dialogue
doesn't |'|;|['|E|l-|1_ 50 we're not able to learn
from each other.”

Agz an adult, Black now works Lo combat
that same lack of knowledge, stigma, and
lack of community he experienced as a teen-
ager through his work as manager of public
health services and head of the mSociety
at Legacy Community Health Services, A
program of Legacy, the mSociety is an or-
ganization composed of African-American
gay and bisexual men and transgender
persons between the ages of 18 and 29 who

are “dedicated to uplifiing and empowering

Jason Black now works to com-

bat that same lack of knowledge,
stigma, and lack of community he
experienced as a teenager through
his work as manager of public health
services and head of the mSociety at
Legacy Community Health Services.

one another through personal and profes-
sional development, while also providing
HIV/AIDS prevention, outreach, education,
and awareness.” The mSociety secks to cre
ate a safe space for members to have these
traditionally taboo conversations around sex
while building lasting community. And while
the program focuses on
HIV-negative men, a few
])(I.‘\-'I.'l IVeé men are meni-
bers as well, Black says
“We work to empower
them in a holistic ap-
proach, not only focusing
on HIV stuff, but overall,
empowering them as a
commumnity.”

This local soviety
is part of the national
mPowerment move
ment, formed nearly
two decades ago at the
University of California.
Although the original
intent of the movement
was to build community
among gay white men
in rural areas, it was
adapted around 10 years
ago to meet the needs
and cultural differences
of African-American
gay and bisexual men,
Black says

Each month, the mSociety presents a
full ealendar of educational, social, and
community-building events such as “Real,
Relevant, Raw Converzations,” which fea-
ture |.:ll‘"|]5.l.L[i'lj -|i:||ﬂ|;:l;t-- about L|:|5.iiu:: and
sex. Previous outreach events have included
movie nights, barbeques in the park, a
crawfish boil, panel discussions, and "Be
Like Bey,” confidence-building dance classes
named after the queen bee herself, Beyoncé
Knowles. "They're all fun events, but we
incorporate HIV testing or HIV messaging
into them,” Black says. “They're also spaces

RN CRIMINALYDEFENS EY&1PROBATE
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SOCIETY FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS
2013|2014 Season

Bringing the World's Best to Houston

it gets better Public Residency Events

Performance Prelude

featuring Bayou City Performing Arts Chorale
Friday, May 2, 7:15pm

Jones Hall- Piano Level

FREE with ticket purchase

Experience the voices of the Bayou City Performing Arts Chorale
singing contemporary music hits, before the live production of it
gets better. Free with ticket purchase.

Better Now Houston Forum

Tuesday, April 29, 7 — 8:30pm

The Holocaust Museum Houston

FREE EVENT

A town hall style meeting with a panel of experts in the fields of
education, government, social services, religion and psychology
focused on describing the current state of affairs for youth

and families and efforts to curb bullying and discrimination,
Moderated by Ernie Manouse

Diane Cabaret Arts Talk Q&A with the Gay Men's Chorus of LA

Wednesday, April 30, 9:30pm Friday, May 2
Guava Lamp Jones Hall
FREE EVENT FREE with ticket purchase

Join us for a post-performance discussion with company

Catch the Gay Men's Chorus of LA singing their favorite pop members.

hits and classic standards. Relax and socialize along with Bayou
City Performing Arts Chorale the night before the final dress

rehearsals.
For more information on it gets better residency events, ||
Legacy P visit spahouston.org/igb
[~ — Montrose .
Gt b Center
\_ pnOU[Elu‘lS“i'ﬁNSQQ
reliant ™ m . (Qut~Smart
o 200~ Chmesoftnare  uniTEo @ THE SAM HOUSTON HOTEL s e R

a50r Sponsor

!-!

better

In partnership with Legacy Community
Health Services, Bayou City Performing Arts
and The Montrose Center

Performance: 8pm | Friday, May 2, 2014
Jones Hall

it gets better is a moving musical theatre performance that utilizes the power of song and story to
transform painful histories of bullying, harassment and discrimination into a celebration of courage and

a campaign for social justice in Houston. The program features a touring cast who will bejc:’ﬁéd by
Houston's own Bayou City Performing Arts (BCPA). Bullying is the most often cited contributor to the
extraordinary rise of violence and suicide among LGBT, Black, Latino and physically-challenged people.
Through a performance created under the direction of the Gay Men's Chorus of Los Angeles, SPA and its
collaborative partners Legacy Community Health Services, Bayou City Performing Arts and The Montrose
Center will have an opportunity to address bullying on a local level through the performing arts.

it gets better produced by Goy Men’s Chorus of Los Angeles. AT&T is a co-producing pariner.

For tickets visit spahouston.org or call 713.227.4772

Le ac Legacy Community Health Services

g _y‘- has long been a safe place for the CLINICAL SERVICES
| LGBT community to come for all o Rkt Priiiiary G
Community Health Services

their health care needs. Pediatrics

Legacy is proud to partner with SPA in bringing the it gets better campaign
to Houston. As part of our commitment to our roots, our physicians

and staff provide support for LGBT community members of all ages as
they struggle to overcome bullying in all its forms and be accepted and
respected for who they are.

Legacy also offers a variety of programs and services developed
specifically for the LGBT Community. Programs like mSociety, which
uplifts and empowers young African-American gay men through personal
and professional development, and our involvement with programs like
the Transgender Center, which works with transgender teens as they strive
to be accepted by family and friends, make Legacy Houston's premier
provider for LGBT health care. Our flagship Montrose Campus, located in
the heart of a historically gay-friendly neighborhood, offers the following:

For more information, visit

Dental Care

Vision Services
Vaccination &
Immunization
HIV/STD Screening &
Treatment

PROGRAMS & EDUCATION

s Project CORRE

+ Next Step

» Positive Options

« Patient Navigation

S
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Coming out,
navigating
or letting go of
internalized

homophobia?

TONY

LCSW,
LCOC

A=A
VA

QUALITY DENTISTRY

TIENT AT A TIME!

Oxe oF TaE Best DENTISTS
OutSmart Readers’ Choice
Awards 2006 —2013

Yoren As ong oF Hovston's
TopP DENTIS

| "W 2004 - 2014

Cory Logan, D.D.S.

General & Cosmetic Dentistr)

713.942.8598

www.CorvLoganDD5S.com
530 Waugh Dr. | Houston TX 77019

Enchilada Kitchen

One of “Ten Great Mexican
Restaurants Across the U.S”
-USA Today

Woodway at Voss

Westheimer at S. Dairy Ashford

www.SylviasEnchiladaKitchen.com
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to have conversations that these community
members have probably never had before, or
wouldn't be able to have otherwise. When we
are able to have conversations and reconcile
around our spirituality and our sexuality, |
think that helps people to make better deci-
sions sexually.”

The mSociety is about more than just the
now—the organization also offers the Emerg-
ing Leaders Fellowship, a six-week program
that helps shape the next generation of
African-American LGBT community leaders
After a selective interview process, chosen
participants are mentored and trained in
leadership and public speaking. Toward the
end of the program, the men also research
and complete a project that, upon completion,
is presented to prominent leaders within the
community. By the time they graduate from
this fellowship, participants have made a
name for themselves within the movement,
made lasting connections with other commu-

nity figures, and proved they are trustworthy

and reliable when it comes to future opportu
nities involving advocacy and employment.
A game room, computer lab, lounge area,
and mini fitness center are available at the
mSociety’s permanent space located at 1116
Jackson Blvd. The space is open Monday

through Friday at various hours for commu-

nity use, and anyone interested in joining the

mSotiety or volunteering is encouraged to
drop by. Volunteers do not have to fall within
mSoviety’s age or racial demographic to be
eligible.

Legacy is pleased with the impact the
mSociety has made and continues to make
on the community. The health center is also
excited to announce that they will be work
ing with the University of California over
the next three vears to create an additional
adaptation ol the m Powerment movement
that will focus specifically on HIV-positive
African-American gay and bisexual men,
Black says,

The mSociety, HACS, and AFH all offer
free HIV testing for folks who are unsure
of their status. Testing isn't just confined
within the walls of these organizations, ei-
ther—all three will meet clients in the space
they feel safest, be it in their private homes,
at a shopping center, or even outside of bars
and clubs. “We'll make it accessible to them
because there's still that fear of being seen or
someone knowing,” Anderson says.

Legaey, HACS, and AFH also offer nu-
merous services to newly and already diag-
nosed HIV-positive gay, bisexual, and MSM
clients—from homeless youth to sex industry
workers to professionals—so that they are
able to receive proper care in the most com-

u

fortable setting possible, “We serve the whole

gamut here at HACS,” Fuentes says, “We —

WE ARE THE

NSTANI

"CHANGE

Since 1981, Legacy Community Health Services has been a constant presence

in the lives of LGBT Houstonians. We were there at the beginning of the HIV/
AIDS epidemic, providing testing and linking clients to care. We are still here now,
offering comprehensive medical care. For more than 30 years, Legacy has been a
source of comfort for those who traditionally face barriers to care.

We are, now and always,

Adult Primary Care

HIV/AIDS Testing & Prevention
Ryan White Health Care Services
STD Screening & Treatment
Transgender Specialty Care

Women's Services

Body Positive Wellness

constantly here for you.

Dental Care

Frost Eye Clinic

Behavioral Health Services
Vaccination & Immunization
Pediatrics

The Assistance Fund
On-site Pharmacy

Nutritional Counseling

Lega Syt

b—'/

1415 California St., Houston, TX 770086
B32-730-4434

LegacyCommunityHealth.org

ommunity Health Services

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY

Daniel
Malachowski

Thank you for
“Showing us
your DutSmart”
all these years.
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THE LGBT IMMIGRATION EXPERTS
YOU'VE GOT QUESTIONS, WE'VE GOT ANSWERS!

tion or an HIV/AIDS organization. We do
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You set the mood. We’ll make the food.

Whether it’s a celebration with co-workers

, Sayribbean

ﬁRUlSE S

L

_ Gayribbean Halloween Cruise

It's going to be a FRIGHTFULLY good time!
October 26-November 2, 2014

Galveston to Cozumel, Grand Cayman & Falmaouth
on the NAVIGATOR OF THE SEAS'

Join our GLBT group for a week of..
* Awesome Parties  Fabulous Shows
# Great Entertainment
» (Gayribbean Halloween Costume Bash

Nobody does Halloween like Gayribbean Cruises!
The Navigator is Bigger, Better and more WOW
than any other ship sailing out of Texas

www.GayribbeanCruises.com

CALL TODAY!
877-560-8318

1 night out for the family, or a new romance between you and
one of our brick oven pizzas, Polovina is the right place for any occasion for casual Italian food in Houston.

dine in * patio dining * lunch specials * take out = catering * weekend brunch * happy hour

Polovina Italian Café (formerly Raia’s) — Casual Italian on Washington Avenue
PolovinaltalianCafe.com — 4500 Washington Avenue, Suite 200, Houston, Texas 77007 —713.861.1042
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‘Cock’ Enters Houston

The new play by Mike Bartlett makes its regional debut

by Barrett White

hat does a title mean to you?
As a consumer of immersive
live theater, you arrange a

date night on some balmy eve
ning with your main squeeze and make your
way to a venue in Houston's expansive the-
ater community, You purchase your tickets to
an Olivier Award-winning London and New
York City hit play entitled . . . Cock.

I'm sorry?

Many readers might assume that the
play’s gay subject matter and daring title
means thev're in for a raunchy, campy show
filled with innuendo and nudity. In reality,
Cock is, at its heart, an honest, eandid story
of two gay men who take a break from one
another, and during this break, one of them
finds the woman of his dreams

The New York Times decided to avoid con
troversy by coyly referring to the '_’||1'..J s
premiere as “The Cockfight Play,” an appro-
priate pse llillllt} m when considering the pro
duction’s staging: only four actors, no props,
no scenery, and lots of verbal stage combat

presented on

The good bi guy: John (Dain Geist, left) has to decide between W (Haley Hussey,
center) and M (Bobby Haworth) in Theater LaB Houston's production of Cock.

ters M and W (as in Man and Woman) draws

vou deeper into John's focus on the imminent

choice he knows he must make, despite his

deep-rooted feelings for both

With short, powerful lines of dialogue

and smart movement, the minimalist play

takes you on a 90-minute nonstop trip

through various ordeals, culminating in

an exquisite masterpiece of a dinner party.

None too late, enter F, identified by the ini
tial as M's Fa-

esmalin- — “John’s focus is on the imminent therorasin

timate stage

“Facilitator.”

with the audi- ChOice he knows he mUSt maker as he initiates
enceonall  despite his deep-rooted feelings  theroverful

four sides—
not unlike a for bOth-"
cockfighting
ring. The play runs on emotion and dialogue
in such a way that vou won't miss the famil-
iar presence of stage dressings

The anchor of the story 1s John, who has
taken a break from M, and unexpectedly
found new love with W. Playwright Mike
Jartlett’s decision to name two of the charac-

conversation at

dinner). Ironi-

cally enough,
it 1s the one character with a distinguished
name who is experiencing an identity crisis.

Aceording to comments posted on the
Goodreads website, the artistry of Bartlett's
playwriting goes deeper than what you
might initially notice. “I thought M, W, F
somehow stood for Monday, Wednesday, and
Friday.”

But as we come to know, this is not the
case, “Looking back, Monday, Wednesday,
and Friday may not have been that far off if
we equate what each character represents
[in] a lifespan . . . Monday could stand for the

beginning: Wednesday would be half-

way, 8 hump; and Friday, more seasoned,

experienced, and near the end of life.”

Whether Bartlett meant for this
to happen or not, his writing prowess
13 clear

Cock never seems to disappoint.
While one might expect a forceful, brow-
beating father interested in preserving
traditional values by pushing John to
choose W, we are pleasantly surprised to
see a father who wants what is best for
his son, and for his son to be happy.

“Tt was not hard to say ves to di-
recting this show,” says director Mark
Adams.

Adams was drawn to the show based
on his love for great acting and vividly
written scripts with poignant, intelligent
humor, Cock features characters and —
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b Ol | Don't let yourself LS. Enters Houstan
B F G High Quality , get bogged down with tAXES
Leave your troubles at my door! leverly crafted that the audience will not

inow how the show ends until it does.
a rI z “Tt’s a brilliant plot,” Adams says.

['he original production at London's Roval

ourt Theatre won the 2010 Olivier Award
for Outstanding Achievement, along with

plots that are new to live theater. It is s

Compassionate Care

& ASSOCIATES |

Voted One of the Best Psychiatrists
k - QutSmart 2011-2013 Readers' Choice

rave reviews and a long run that included
s 20 Years Experience several extensions. The United States pri
= Personal & Business miere in May 2012 received similar acclaim,
Tax Returns leading to sold-out audiences for the duration
= Monthly & Quarterly f its New York run
Pa}-‘l’D” Tax Retums Often called *unconventional,” *compel
= Arbitration with IRS ing,” and “sophisticated,” the seript provides
* Local & State 10 written stage direetion, leaving Adams
Government Filing nd his quartet to command the stage with
. F’fEDafatiDH of Financial ieir own interpretations. Daring “bare- — e
Staternents to third parties ones” dialogue makes for a visceral experi ISSON rRUNK SHOW
Diplomate mmm 3¢ * Assist in various General nee, both for the audience and the actors.
of Pmmaw am:l mﬁl’ i 4 Christinewyso“g, Equ:rapazkages' like Vibrant theater at its best
« Saturday Hours RN, PMHNF, BC uick Books, etc.
= Male or Female Providers Available Nurse Practitioner 8 M_Y office or yours! What: Cock regional premiere in Houston, a
= Centrallv Located Office Board Certified ]l . = Proud member of EPAH : ]. p1 '\'.I 2 { Theater LaB Houston and
.'_.J'\|Jp\flillll'1‘lt"I'1-'.'- Readily Available ; ' ;‘;gmortla:tpsa;k ;;}EB ..vh:;\-l _\_:.: .I Il_h _|~l|u 1 :
¥ I . l - I . SEPN, S | f Where: Obsidian Art Space, 3522 White z g |
Access to Prowders via Cell Phone 24/7 | Y 713.784.3030 - it s 8 i T G c 0 (¢
3) 869 f—lUU garymgntzpc‘com Find us Tickets/info: Obsidian Art Space (obsidian : Yo -51
230 \.'-'i'."'.-'.l"'.'l'_. Suite 210, Houston, Texas 77007 ggyankss@aﬂlcom on Facebook artspace -=||'_: ir Theater LaB Houston ON MONTROSE o990 ®
. P theaterlabhouston.com)
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Contact us toll free:

CONGRATULATIONS <

_I_U [IUH FHIENI]S AT D“TSMAHT Alaska Friends & Family Cruise - LeIebr:tySnEsnce July 11-18, 2014

Rhine Riverboat Cruise WAITLIST ONLY  Aug 1= 20, ¢
for 20 Years of covering the stories that

storting at SS. 500"

per person §

Legendary Danube Riverboat Cruise waTLIST ONLY  Aug 16 - 25, 2014
¢ Myanmar Riverboat CI’UISE’ WAITLISTONLY . Nav 7 - 1B, 201¢

2 RSVP VACATIONS - = = i 5 .
- Amsterdam Pride River Cruise - Avalen A;‘,ﬁmty July 23 - Aug

B3 ATLANTIS EVENTS i et

shape our LGBT Community from F Bar, i
Sale Ends now entering our 4th year of fabulosity.
April 307, 20141
Tour elub for details

/ / g T T TERER . _ : Club Atlantis Cancun Apr 26 - May 3, 2014 |

e gel geigect) e s i . 4 Grand Baltic Cruise - Holland America Eurodom Jul 20 - 27, 2014

I-IllllSTl]H GYM / / / % VVE ARE YOUR BOOKING HEADQUARTERS FOR | Grand Mediterranean Cruise - Celebrity Equinox Aug 2 - 12,2014 |
ARl RS‘,.E ,ﬂﬂanﬁs ' e = LA to Mexico Cruise - Golden Princess Oct 5= 13, 2014

‘ Brand : Club Atlantis Vallarta Oct 25 - Nov 1, 2074

202 TUAM HOUSTON. TEXAS 77086 // FBARHOUSTON.COM > LE strictians opply Caribbean Cruise - Celebrity Silhouette Feb1-8,2015
i . — T s L e —————
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by Karen Derr

Now Serving You with Two Locations!
Marketing Team

Inner Loop
Office: 713-418-7000
3700 Buffalo Speedway, Suite 400
Houston, TX 77098

Serving Inner Loop
and Memorial

e e ——————

from Left Mare Archuleta, Jamie Dominguez, Chris Cazares Business Development Team
Debbie Diza, Noel Phillips. Melissa Hull and Tyler Ramsey fram Left Erfin Parker, Termy Pasternak. Kristen Hale
not pictured Dee Dawson and Josie Hungerford Laura Locastro Ogbum and Derrick Geitner

Memorial

Office: 713-465-1663
9805 Katy Freeway, Suite 250
Houston, TX 77024

]

Next big thing: With home prices rising in the Heights and Montrose,
' could EaDo and Eastwood be the hot-spots of tomorrow?

From Left Deborah Mclean, Monica Balderas, Bob Collier,
Norma Munive Prime, Mary Chapman Cantu,
Kathleen Cullen, Threcia Guillen

Houston’s Hot Real Estate

Realtors reveal their favorite up-and-coming neighborhoods

n light of Houston's low inventory
of homes for sale and rising home
prices, especially in inner-loop

neighborhoods
g

lke the Heights and

rs are tuming to

just 2.6 m onths of inventory. Houston

1s definitely a seller's market. Quality

I d-and- [ ods
et mi
hours th
It 15 not I I
1 DI V
li price, pnc y it ol

the market. Buyers are often asked to

nit in advance to pay than
the property n raise for and make
up the amference with an additior

This has sent Realtors and investors
serambling to target the neighborhoods
most likely to be the hot-spots of
tomorrow. One such area is just east o
downtown Houston—or EaDo, as it has
been called in recent vears—as well as
the historic neighboerhood of Eastwoaod
When polling Realtors specializing in
the inner loop, Ealle came up again
and again as Houston's next hot
neighborhood. With new construction
in EaDo and the lovely historic homes
in Eastwood, the area has something
for everyone, Mike Copenhayer with
Remax Metro says, “l have been
showing east of Downtown, or EaDo
and Eastwood, quite a bit. The location
is close to downtown, and with the

new Harrisburg hght-rail line about to
open, development of restaurants and

shopping can't be too far behind.”

cantinued on next page

com APRIL 2014




Spring i is here. Come walk your dug wuth us.
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Oa ks of Inwood
Best Kept ™= =~ " * " Secret in Houston!

Minutes from Midtown | Large Custom Homes just off TC Jester

3830 Elmcrest Dr.

Qaks of Inwood custom brick

L

with 2-story entry, large block
paneled living room. Master
suite down with walk-in closet
and double sinks in bath. 4
beds, 3.5 baths. $227,900

AMISH FURNITURE

“Family Owned, American Made, Built for a Lifetime™

REALWOOD
No Laminates |@ | |
No Imitations Ji | '

- SUN: NOON-5PM

Real Estate [

SUGAR LAND
3616 HWY. 6 SUGAR LAND
281.277.0485
MEXT TO LUBY'S

FRIENDSWOOD
18980 GULF FWY,
281.286.991
IN FRONT OF BAYBROOK MALL

Jeremy Fain with Greenwood King, himself an EaDo
resident, agrees, “I've had a great time introducing people to
East Downtown,” he says. “Most of the new construetion is
three- or i'llIJt'-HIl.‘r'_". townhomes which include ||i;EiL-I‘I'I'.l |'l||i-’l'.'“.
appliances, and detailing. Some properties, like mine, even
include & rooftop terrace overlooking the flawless downtown
skyline, which is perfect for taking in late-night fireworks shows
erupting from Minute Maid Park.”

Fain believes property values will continue to rise over
vears due to the BBEVA Compass Stadium, the

completion of light rail, and the recently opened Watershed

the next few

Market, which provides fresh locally grown produce and goods

along a promenade of 200 newly installed trees. He confides,

“I encounter people purchasing these properties solely as

investments, before the word gets out about this rapidly growing

area and prices start to skyrocket.”
Along with EaDo, Debbie Levine &

also opting for Sawyer Heights and Cottage Grove, These

ays her clients are

neighborhoods, which are adjacent to the Heights, offer mostly
new construction on smaller lots. The top producer with
Greenwood King says, “They're affordable and still in close
proximity to all of the amenities that the inner loop has to offer.
In addition, many buyers feel like they are getting in at a eood
entry point. They are banking that these areas will see the
growth and appreciation that the Heights and Montrose have
seen over the vears.”

Andy Weber with John Daugherty

Realtors likes Shady Acres and the neighborhoods west of the

For newer construction,

GALVESTON!

ONEOF THE TOP 20 HOME PORTS INTHE WORLD

1428 23rd - Galveston
Circa 1913, Four bedroom two story house with (2) two bedroom
apartments, Parquet floors in living, dining & den and two
fireplaces. Zoned Retail....$449,500

Dawd BOWCI‘S REALTOR

The House Company

409/763-2800

David@DavidBowers.com

Thank you Galveston for voting me:
“BEST REALTOR IN GALVESTON™ -DutSmart Readers’ Choice Awards 2013

pots, fountams and y
récyclegl tﬁmbléd

oshua’s Native Plants Fa#%
Garden Antiques me-snws

502 W. 18" St. « Houston, TX 77008
(two blocks east of N. Shepherd - in the Heights)

713-862-7444 = www.joshuasnativeplants.com

WIHHER
ssi Garden Supply/Nursery

i




' 5 Real Estate cantinued from page 80
G R E E N W(D‘) D ]< l NL" Heights. He says thev appeal to buyers who like the Heights.

P ]{ (\ } E.} L 1)\ ] [ [_ \ “These areas also offer eateries and bars that are similar to

Monirose and the Heights,” explains Weber. The Shady Acres
area is home to the popular Cedar Creek restaurant, Hub Cap,

Crisp, The Corkserew, and many more.
For more traditional homes, Tim Anthony with Anthony Tim Anthony
832.722.6901

tim@timanthony.com

Upton Properties also heads west of the Heights to Timbergrove
and Jus=t nort h of the |nt3[| to Garden Oaks. A |iI1'I}-_',1'iII'|4- Montroze
resident himself, he says, "With the low inventory and

inereasing list prices in Montrose and Heights, I am finding that

my buvers are pleased when I begin to show them listings in CaIViﬂ Upton
832-541-6274

- e 5
! H CalVIn@CalVanpton.com
-

Timbergrove and Garden Oaks.” With original homes from the
1930s to 1960z, these neighborhoods appeal to buyers looking
for mature landscaping and lots of trees, Prices are only slightly
below prices in the Heights and Montrose, but buyers generally
get more square footage and a larger lot for their money.
If 1920s and '30s bungalows are your style, Realtor Alan 4
E h : www.anthonyuptonproperties.com

¢
713-528-0050

Frieze recommends Lindale Park on the near-north side of
downtown “t savs, “The 11U|_\_‘I1".I|Jf'|ttldl|1 continues o .‘\‘.!-"”'_:llli']l,
and the bungalows offer the same character. Many are yet to
be updated, so my buyers that are looking for a project find it
interesting.” Lindale Park is a good choice, much like Eastwood,
for historic charm, proximity to new rail lines, and an active
]Lli['[]g_'ir‘.'.'['[l,"l'." :-Ia*-.ll'i:|!ll‘ll

Of course, for mid-century modern homes nicely updated or
ready to be transformed, Oak Forest is a popular community. . e - ‘

emple Terrace

AN &

But with new homebuilders snapping them up for their spacious

e B4

Pamela Efferson

PAMELA EFFERSON
PROPERTIES

kw metropolitan
KELLER WILLIAMS REALTY
Direct (713) B22-85585
Pamela@SellingHomeslnHouston.com
www.SellingHomesInHouston.com

(Yeur Inner Loop Specialist)

* Professional, reliable, knowledgeable

* Proven results, raving client testimonials

« Verifiable, extraordinary customer service

= Serving Houston's Inner Loop and close-in neighborhoods

Pamela’s commitment to providing extraordinary customer Sservice,
implementing innovative marketing strategies, utilizing industry specific
technology and leveraging strong negotiating skills has ensured her repeated
recognition as @ top-producing Realtor (Houston Association of Realtors).
As your real estate professional she can answer your guestions about the
home selling and buying process. If you or someane you know is considering
making a move, give Pamela a call at 713.822.8555 or email anytime to
Pamela@SellingHomesInHouston.com.
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The Palms at Cove View 1507 Ball

3506 Cove View Blvd 3/1.5/1 1,548 sf i
Starting at $62,500 $149,500

Investment Property

1121 Market 714 17th St
' 3/2.5/2 2,984sf

$139,000

s Joe Tramonte Realty
Aln TramonteRealty.com

(409) 765-9837

SINCE 1568

Own A Piece Of The Island. Own Peace Of Mind.

g T —r ¥ — ¥ [
ke 2 Xl - o = T, Aol i

Two Units: 925sfeach

TOP PRODUCER 2002-2013

GREENWOOD KiliG

PROPERTIES

713.942.6857

I’'VE BEEN DOING
MY HOMEWORK!

Properties Sold January through May 2000

okl 377 Fargo
Soll 1676 Cobuitt
Sold F711 Havarhill
Sold B511 Imcgeat
Sold 470 Fesads
Sald 5200 Moatrose Bhed. #16C
Suld $000 Meatrase Blw, £94
Snld 3078 Hally Hall
Sold 105 W 4275,
Sakd 7332 fbbey Figld Dr.
Sarlel 442 W22 58
Sold 2307 Montrosa Bivd, #7
Sald 1675 Stomckaven \illagn Cr.
Sold 2308 Butler
Sald 5275 Girmigon
Sl 2507 Montrase Bwd, £33
ol 230 Airfine
Salil 507'W. Pl
Sald 3405 Weshwond Vilage D
Sold 1371 1 Ashlay Run
Sold 907 irdsall
Seld 2626 Mowth Bive #24
Sold 1502 Catifornia

Nobody in the world sells more real estate than REAIX

Call tor ey
SPECINL REF DR
% Pavierful Ruying
bl L TR

Mike Capenhaver
U626 Rchmane Avs. » Hooshen, TX T7006
TS840

wirm Lk CopeTiErees com
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What's Your
Real Estate Style...

415 ‘}‘Illl(t

17"'4 Ave !_

REﬂl Emte continued fram page 82

lots, competition is fierce. Shepherd Park Plaza is a good
alternative. The neighborhood offers lovely updated homes on
8,000 =q. ft. or larger lots priced in the $300,0000s. An 8,000 sq.
ft. lot is a rarity in the Heights or Montrose, and Shepherd Park
Plaza is only five minutes outside the loop.

If you're working in the Galleria or driving to the 1-10
Energv Corridor, solid neighborhoods with mid-century-era
homes and new construction Of tions can be found h'. Foing |l|-[
a little farther west. Pat Walker reports she has sold four homes
recently in Mangum Manor, The longtime Oak Forest-area
Realtor with Keller Williams Metropelitan describes it as “a
small, deed-restricted neighborhood, surrounded by Oak Forest.
The prices are quickly rising. There are four new constructions
going on right now on Poinciana Drive. The other *best-kept
secret neighborhood,’ I think, is Shepherd Park Terrace. It was
developed by the same builder as Shepherd Park Plaza, but
is just north of Pinemont. A buyer can get a lot of house for
the money.” List prices are generally in the $§200,000s. Both of
these neighborhoods are about 10 minutes away from Heights
shopping and dining, but nearby Oak Forest has its own
restaurant scene with loyal fans.

So if your Realtor has convineed you to look outside the
loop to get more value, you won't have to go far. Many real-
estate professionals are reintroducing would-be inner-loop
buyvers to Spring Branch. Alan Frieze, who is also with Keller
Williams Metropolitan, says his buyers can justify buying
a more expensive hlln';r,' ‘;.l];l]'; I|1i'-_\' had ll}'i;!]l'l:l]l\' ]'-l;!r\r'.:-l'! if

NO ONE LIKES MOVING..

BUT | CAN HELP MAKE SURE
THE “ENTIRE” FAMILY IS HAPPY!

WHETHER YOU ARE BUYING
OR SELLING CALL ME...

RAYMOND GARCIA

: . 713.885.3239
. Se habla espanal

HEYN,F,‘- har.com/ RaymondAGareia

DAVID LORMS
£9M

FARMERS
INSURANCE

Hablamos Espanol

Voted the BEST
Congratulations  Male Insurance Agent

OutSmart ~OutSmart Reoders* Cholce Awards
on 20 FABULOUS years! 2000-2041, 2013

Now offering life insurance to those
living with Cancer or HIV

713-688-8669

www. lormisinsuranceservices.com

Do Business witTH PEoprLE You Like

KAREN DERR

VOTED BEST #{iiel

REALTOR

KARENDERR.COM
Direct | 713.875.7050

| . ' ¥
Proud to be one of Qutsmart’s first advertisers since 994!

Make the most
of thic Seller’s Market!

Just besauge homes are selling quickly, doesn’t mean
you can't get more money with professional help.
Karen Derr ie a Certified Home Marketing Specialiet
with over 20+ years experience.

Hit the market strategically priced
and staged for the most mOneg!

I . |
raran oaned me turniure .|’|'I'-I '| d I ~0lutte

j hiome 1o qet i .'|| [ i 0

landscaping + design, inc»
S 713.957.0449 www.ajslandscaping.com
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS + CONTRACTORS

APRIL 2014 85




Welcome Home
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Turner

l501'(h(;'b‘\."

TOP PRODU _
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R&a' EState continued from page 84

able to get into desirable Spring Branch 1.5.D., which serves
elose-in neighborhoods like Spring Valley. Prices for homes
in Spring Valley and the surrounding new-construction
developments are on par with the Heights and Montrose, but
you may miss the urban vibe. Frieze explains the trade-off
in choosing a neighborhood with desirable public schools:
“These are families faced with decisions on schools, and they
figure that they would rather buy more home while rates are
low, instead of paying for private school down the road.”

Rayvmond Garcia with the Reyna Realty Group agrees
that Spring Branch is a great close-in choice for buyers
priced out of the Heights and Montrose. He says, “With
an estimated 48 homes sold since the beginning of 2014,
people looking for a home with character, generous square
footage, and a good-size yard are looking no further than
Spring Branch.”

It's apparent that Realtors and buyers are open to
considering up-and-coming neighborhoods as alternatives to
high-priced real estate inside the loop. However, one should
keep in mind that as prices show no signs of coming down in
the Heights and Montrose, today’s prices just might look like
steals later this year. I

Karen Derr is a Houston-area }".‘:u.".‘u;' l.'-'r-'-" F.Ffl' i winder af
Karen Derr Realtly, now Bowl

speaks about home and sma

vard Realty. She writes and

topics. She can b

reached at karem@harenderr.com

e

Residential & Commercial REALTORY
Accredited Luxury Home Specialist

I take pride in my profession...

RESULTS MATTER!

Buying, selling or leasing . . .
p[ease remember me
for all your real estate needs!

off 713.582.2202

r
ﬂﬂtgﬂ-"m_*?
' e ' www.LynetteLew.com
GREENE Lynette@LynetteLew.com

YOUR

Community Lender

Rates are extremely low and now is
the best time to buy your new home
or refinance your existing one.

* Jumbo

« Refinance

= First Time Buyers

* Investmet Loans

= |n house processing,
underwriting and decisions

Cody Grizzofhi

BRANCH MANAGER

Call 832-541-1103

cody.grizzoffi@academymortgage.com
www.codygrizzoffi.com

601 Sawver St, Suite 660, Houston, TX 77007

@ LO NMLS #293450 | TX OFFICE #366638 | CORP NMLS #3112

930 West 24th Street- $1,095,000

SRR

STEVE CIAPI
SteveCiapi@coldwellbanker.com
www.HAR.com/StevenCiapi
713.392.2830

Stay In-The-Loop With

_r\ ?\F DY

_‘ f"!h*":-,‘LL

Rﬂsid?nf@f‘w&esa since 1983
 Consistent TOP Producer,

If you wish fo be
Inhs1o Ry

whether selling, buying, or just
looking around,

Voted One of the Best Realtors 553,

i Houshn 2 yaors |n a row M
OitSimort Redders’ Cheice 20122013 200 |
CALL ANDY NOW!
?'EES_-H4.4'3“
713.561.6653
andyw@johndaugherty.com

New Construction
by
Archeterra Homes

TERRE COFFMAN
terrec@coldwellbanker.com
www.terrecoffman.com
713.443.6783
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. LED Light Bulbs

- Fuorescent Lighting

- Low-Voltage Light Bulbs

- Neon Lights and Tubing

- Club and Black Lighting

- Colored Party Bulbs

- Photography Bulbs

- Spadialty Bulbs

- Medical Bulbs

- Boat Lighting

- LED & Incandescent
Rope Lighting

Light Bulbs Unlimited

1203 Westheimer, Houston, TX. 77004

Tel: 713.521.0330  Fax: 71 3 5"" 2090
\_ www.LightBulbsUnlimitedUSA.com

CALL NOW
for an A/C
System

Checkup!

Tejas ﬂlr

A R/C - Heating Service b 5 |r
J}T&vﬁmm NG SV 0140

www. te|asa|r com

[E::D 832.287.6117

tejesair@sbeglobal net  TacLacoosioc

* Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling

* Room Additions * Home Repair
* Complete Interior Remodeling

* Custom Cabinets
P' FREE CONSULTATIONS

FREE ESTIMATES

Office 281-206-7274 Owner Cell 281-832-5163
Showroom/Cabinet Shop 10815 Warwana, Suite 302 Houston 77043
goldstardesignandconstruction.com

'S Al TexasT Home Inspection
> we provide peace of mind

by offering:
» Stale of TX Licensed and Insured Inspecior
+ Comprehensive Inspacfions
» Easy lo Read Reports
* Knowledge that your Investment is safe
= Avaliability 7 doys o week

b
ANDY’S ALL-STAR

PEST CONTROL
—T713-732-7742

Complete Pest Control Service
& Month Warranty - on Standard Pest Control %

This is Termite Swarming Season
Call us to Protect your investment

V4

COMMERDCIAL
TRIFECTA LOCK

UNLOCKING & LOCK CHANGES
FOR AUTO, HOMES, BUSINESSES
AUTO KEYS MADE

24/7 Fast
and Friendly
Service

844-TRI-LOCK

TRIFECTALOCK.COM

SAVE THIS NUMBER IN YOUR CELL PHONE NOW!

Emerging
Real-Estate Trends
in Top LGBT Cities

by Jeff Hammerberg

he Urban Land Institute and
PricewaterhouseCoopers recently
co-published the 35th annual edition

if Emerging Trends in Real Estate. This
publication provides an outlook on annual
market trends that is widely read by real-
estate professionals. The analysis for 2014
neludes information about the top markets
n the United States, thus provoking the
question, *Of these top markets, which

ones are LGBT-friendly?" The answer

not that surprising) is that all of the top

No place like home: Houston was ranked as the
second-best market in the nation by this year's
edition of Emerging Trends in Real Estate.

markets—especially those with revitalized
lowntowns—were also very LGBT-friendly,
neluding two of the most gay-friendly
netropolises in the world—San Francisco
ind New York.

The number-one top market on this
publication’s list is San Francisco, which is
top ranked for a second year in a row. San
Francisco earned this position beeause it is
rich with potential for home building and
an easy place to make money selling and
buying real estate. It is also a city that is
pen to new development. San Francisco
is a city where there is a lot of capital
wvailable for new projects and there is
little “financial prejudice” against gays.

[n 2014, this number-one LGBT-friendly
place in America is predicted to thrive as

well as it did in 2013, partially because the

continued on next page

PROPERTIES

Extraordinary Expectations & Maxeymum Results

2al Etate is not complicated:
1§3|mple It's all about YOU!)

CHIP MAXEY
REALTOR®

713.213.4692

chipmaxey@kw.com
ChipMaxeyProperties.com

kw: metropolitan

EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY KELLER WlLLlAMS REALTY

OWMED AND OPPERATED.
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“The Older We Get,
The Better We Get!
Congratulations OutSmart
for 20 Great Years!™
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713-412-6682

www. har.com/PartriciaWalker
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Call me now for
all of your real

estate needs!

Tim Surratt
713.320.5881

timsurratt@yahoo.com

GREENWQOD KING
PROPERTIES

Houston, TX

r
MeGro|

remodeling systems

Complete Interior Remodels
Custom Qutdoor Living Spaces
www.MetroRemodelingSystems.com

’ 8825 Solon Rd. Suite E8 | Houston
pEa  ©832.688.9256 Office | 832.633.6309 Cell
e
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gconomy is supposed (o experience an
increased employment rate of 2 percent
this year and an increasge in individual
personal income of 5.5 percent. This
helps residents offset the high cost of
living downtown, San Francisco 1s also
unusual becausge it does not have a
burnt-out city eore

Thanks partly to a caring and
wealthy LGBT influence, the downtown
areas of San Francisco are revitalized
to the extent that 36 percent of new
are moving into the
Estate

Trends recommends San Francisco as

residents to the city

metrn downtown. Emerging Real

being the number-one “solid buy” for
investors in the United States, with
greal l|v.'1;_|||lil|h“|'\'...=. beautiful hotels,
ind gorgeous parks.

The second top market on the
list is Houston, Houston has a huge
arts community that is very friendly
to LGBT individuals and also voung
people. Houston is particularly suited for
investment in new buildings. It is also
deseribed as a eity with long-term above
average economic growth with expansion

predicted in the health, energy. and

distribution industries

I:abulous l:ra grance

Ahhh. Wake up and d smell the Jasmine,
Rosemary and Gardenia.

Also Almond Verbena, Banana Shrub,
Sweet Qlive and more

BuchanansPlants.com

NnH‘n.- plnnh

Open 7 days, 9-6
611 East 11th St. - 713-861-5702

Jobs in the area of technology

paid and also

Austin, and Miami

\uthor Jeff Har

San Jose, California, was third on the

list with a profile for growth very similar

to its neighboring big city of San Franeiseo.

are likely

) expand in this well-known center for

technical innovation.

New York was fourth on the list and

rates high when it comes to busines

ind professional employment growth,

irpassing many other large metro areas in

terms of having a highly productive, well-

well-educated workforee. Of

course, New York is well known for being

an LGBT-friendly haven. Emerging Trends

redicts that in 2014 the a

iotel markets

partment and

will be very hot in the Big

‘pple

Dallas/Fort Worth, Seattle, Austin

Viiami, and Boston were next on Emerging

frends’ list of top markets 1n the Umted

itates, and it is also interesting to note that
Il of these eities—but espeei LI v Seattle,
.|.-\|s rar |- a8 exee ,||-|;|

ilaces for gays and lesbhians to settle down

'O of GayR

VLT

In the mortgage industry, a
plea for trust means nothing;
accountability and reputation

mean everything.

It's different when
you work with the best.

Robert M. Spiegel
Residential Mortgage Loan Originator #198315
spiegel@rsmc.net

2121 Sage Road
Suite 140
Houston, TX 77056
713-961-6363
rmspiegel.com

£

LENDER

% REPUBLIC

UPPER KIRBY

Architecturally inspiring! Extraordinary home radiates warm Modern allure & sophistication

3203 Bammel Lane, Houston 77098 - 3338 sqft, 3bed, 3.5 bath, Pool, 7500 sqft lot
MLS # 57002148 Presented for $875,000

The high-impact design, with walls large enough to accommodate a 10'x10' canvas, is a low-mainte-
nance residence with soaring interiors, large areas of glass that allow rooms to be filled with natural
light and three private outdoor spaces. Every room is designed to take advantage of the natural light
and spectacular views of nature. The north facing front door insures the home is constantly filled
with natural light but never exposed to the HOT western sun.

Pamela Efferson
713.822.8555
Pamela@SellingHomeasinHouston.com
www.SellingHomesinHouston.com

PAMELA EFFERSON
PROPERTIES

lew metropolitan

EELLER WILLIAMS REALTY

COMMIT TO LOVING EVERYTHING GOD MADE

G Uy ™

MO T “MAN MADE

MANUELLARADESIGNS.COM

(GIGM - GAY IS GOD MADE NOT MAN MADE)

A week after Easter, the candy will be

This Easter remember: A rabbit is not a toy.
forgotten.

If you're not ready to give him
ten years of your life,
you're not ready to give him as a pet.

www.makeminechocolate.org

Sadly, so will the

rabbit.

Bunny Buddies of Houston
www.bunnybuddies.org
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"BRILLIANT AND HILARIOUS'
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TWO GAY MEN

| Theater LaB Houston & Obsidian Art Space

LET THE
COCKFIGHT BEGIN!

Innocent ﬁl‘.i_. el

=riends of BARC s a

of Houston's Bureau o im

DOur volunteers atte al nee C
animal ¢ ] { public about t
of spayir eutering, and hoid rec
To date, w aved hundreds of innc

help. we can save avern I

ONE STRAIGHT WOMAN

COCIK

By MIKE BARTLETT « April 16-May 11
www.theaterlabhouston.com

" 3522 White Oak Drive — in the Heights
Tickets call 713.868.7516

Heightsilel

Mohs H:cfagm})
eral Dermatology
n Cancer Detection

2120 Ashlun
Houston, Texas 77008

m‘fﬁlﬁl’ﬂ*u.y&le-lth Shic\enter

719 W. Gray St
,,_uston TX 77019 [ GreenAppleSAlons.com
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save a life
this saturday

i QU City are put to o leath for
control ke homelessnass

Ime o ¢

10N, are our Des

won-profit group supportin
al Regulation anc

sare

e, Volunteer. Donate. Adopt
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h

s BARC

Adoption event every Saturday from 12pm to 4pm at BARC
320 Carr Street — 58 North, Collingsworth exit

WWW FRIENDSOFBARC.ORG | 713-522-7778

718/521.0500

get the recognition that a

Cocktails and Contributions

Bunnies on the Bayou celebrates its 35th anniversary

by David Goldberg

n April 20, the benevolent Bun-
B nies on the Bayou celebrates 35
years of charitable bashes at the
. Wortham Center’s Fish Plaza.
The annual Easter Sunday blowout began as
1 backyard gathering with good intentions
ind has evolved into a Houston staple with
long lines and even longer checks. But the
main Bunnies prineiple is timeless: party
iard and raise money for the community.
OurSmarT spoke with some of the group’s
nost notable members about its history and
the future of the Bunnies

Down 1o Busingss

'OM SIMS (president, 2001-2002): From
day one, this organization
15 always focused on put-
ting the money collected at
8 the door directly back into
N the community—to support
them. That was our mission
statement from the begin-

ning when we set up Bunnies
on the Bayou, Inc., when we became a 501(c)
(3) eharity, and it’s still the mission state-
ment today. That's what I'm most proud of

IAY PRESSLEY (president. 20081 All of the
money that we raise stays
local. That's a thing that |
ilways bring up. The money
stays here locally. All the
money collected that day at

the event is automatically

given to charity. It can’t go to
mything else,

ROGER BARRERA
(president, 2013-2014): Last
vear, we raised over $110,000
and supported 16 different
charities,

CHRISTIAN ROGERS
(president,
2007): The best part about
the organization is that this
15 an all-volunteer group.
Not one person 18 compen-
sated for the time they put
in, and they definitely don't

ot of them deserve,

- Over the years, the Bunnies on the Bayou event has changed gradually, like the addition

-« of VIP Hospitality Tents that groups of friends (like this one) or businesses can purchase

;-"' at the party. The mission of raising money for local beneficiaries has not changed.
B ey -

Easter MEemoRrigs

JACK BERGER (president, 2010-2013):
There's nothing better than
being the person who signs
the giant check, providing
that kind of moment. The
[beneficiaries] really don't
know if they're going to get
$1,000 or $10,000, !Li:l see-
ing the expressions of the
heneficiaries on the day that they get their
checks makes it all worthwhile,

JAY PRESSLEY: One of my most vivid
memories is standing out in the rain on Eas-
ter Sunday in 2004 holding up poster-board
signs saying: Event CanceLLED DUE TO THE
Wearier. 1 eaught the flu from standing out
in the rain, just trying to make sure everyone
knew what was going on. Even though it was
pouring down rain, we still had people driv-
ing by Fish Plaza, rolling down the window,
saying, “Is the event cancelled?” It was liter-
ally pouring sideways

ROGER BARRERA: You can imagine the
frustration on the day of the event, with ev-
eryone running around like chickens without
their heads. Every vear I say the same thing:
Why am I doing this at 7 a.m.? When we

present the check, and when you see the
smiles on evervbody's faces, vou realize
why vou are working so hard.

TOM SIMS: My favorite moment was
when we had the Bonnet Contest, One
guest showed up with a sombrero that he
decorated to look like a yard. He had put
fake grass and a fake picket fence up, and
he bought five different chicks, all in the
colors of the rainbow flag. He raised them
from when they were born to when they
hatched, and walked around with that
hat with the chicks in it. It was alive!

Tue Many Breens oF Bunny

JOHN COX thost, 2008—present); We've
ereated a much more di-
verse audience than we
had in the earlier years.
Our demographic can't be
pinned down to one partic-
ular group. We cross all the
generations, from the early
20s to the later years. —
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Danlel R
Garza M. D

281.610.8190
5721 WINSOME LANE

(Between Chimney Rock & Fountain View

713.954.5400
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

www.helenaswax.com

Limited evening & weekend
appointments available.

Ray Ban Qakley

Sunglass

" What makes us different?
We like to think it's the service.

But the truth is, we're
independent. We bring the
selection you want - when

you want it. And we know what
we're talking about when It
comes to sunglasses!

Kate Spade Salt

Houston Galleria 713.993 9933
Memorial City Mall 713.467 2141
Willowbrook Mall 281 .955.2560

Tory Burch

Versace

- ‘Some brands excluded.

Tom Ford
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Voted #1 Psychiatrist

QutSmart Readers’ Choice 2012

2323 S. Shepherd Dr., Suite 805

Se Habla Espaiiol lP

129N
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Cocktails and Contributions

JACK BERGER: It's definitely a cross sec-
tion. We've made an effort to not just be a

voung gay men'’s kind of party. And we want
the women to feel like they are involved. Our
beneficiaries come from across the board.
Hopefully our attendees are not just LGBT,
but allies and straight friends who want to

party for the cause

TOM SIMS: The demographic has totally
a host
Our guests were the majority of people that

changed from when I was invelved as

did not frequent the bars on a weekly ba-

sis. These were predominately professional
people that had nothing better to do on an
Easter Sunday, because they did not have

families to spend time with.

VINCE FLICKINGER (president, 2009
2010); We've -

to where people who are

seen it shift

friends of our community
are starting to attend. We
:--I||]'|l",||'||l“5 h.'l\.'l' grandc-

mathers who h ippen 1«

walk by an event and ask
sy careful
tell them,

what it is. In the past we were w

ihiout our wording, but now we just
and they pay and leave after experiencing a
bit of shock and awe, but having had a won-

derful time
Apapting AND EvoLving

TOM SIMS: When | st

food for Stone Soup, a

arted, we collected

nd that was the admis-
sion into the event. We didn't eollect money
at all. But the party was exactly the same
as it is now|. It wasn't until we became a
501(eX3) that we had to change the rules,
Jefore I joined, back in the first days, it was
a bac Ky ird party, ind then it escalated and
grew into what it is today. It was small seale
We only had two
Many people who attend the party now didn’t

bars set up. That was it.

live through the true HIV era. This was be-
fore medications were even involved. When
someone was diagnosed with HIV, they were
shunned, and there was no alternative but to
hope that it didn’t take them out. They had
to hope that their medications wouldn't take
them out. There was much better cohesion

of support in the community. We looked out
for each other. We tried to take care of each
other. We tried to support each other.

VINCE FLICKINGER: The vear I joined,
the 26th, was when Bunnies rebranded it-
self, After 25 years, it was time for a little
bit of a change. We came up with our new
logo and decided to lead the party [in new
directions]. It was very interesting to see
the mix of the old and the new really work-

ing together to enhance the party. Our goal

was to be more economical. Over the last

1 years, we've started to see the amount of
meney we've raised grow considerably. It's all
wecause we broke traditions of what we had
lone in the past.

JOHN COX: It's really grown into a much
nore professional organization. We've én-
gaged more with organizations and corpora-
tions to help us fund the events, We recently
1ad Bud Light

15 corporate sponsors. We've gone beyond our

Ketel One, and Jagermeister
mmediate community in the Montrose

CHRISTIAN ROGERS: There's going to be
times of challenge and times of celebration,
but at the end of the day, this is a group of
olunteers wanting to make the best event
possible. It creates long-lasting friendships
ind relationships that I will have for the

est of my life. You don't think you'll get it all
lone, but 1t all comes together; vou'll have
reat friendships, and great success that
.;omes out of it. The future of the organization
s limitless, It keeps getting bigger and bet-

ér every "i:IL'.!".\I'\JI' It's great to see

hout the Bunnies and t

ayouw party, visit DuUnnieson thebavou.or

erg i a regular contributor to

WSS R RIS

Robert Snellgrove, lcsw
Counselor | Psychotherapist .

4617 Montrose Suite C206
Houston, Texas 77006
713.522.7014 www.robertsnellgrove.com

rchway Gallery

Voted Best Art Gallery of 2013 '[
Presents

Fikry Botros

2305 Dunlavy, Houston, TX 77006 photography |

713.522.2409

www.archwaygallery.com On View April 5 - May 2
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Pizzenia

SOLARIO

“If you're a pizza purist, PIZZERIA SOLARIO is your temple.”

3333 Weslayan = 77027 = 713-892-8100
WWW.PIZZERIASOLARIO.COM

“Houston's Best Seafood”

HoustonPress - cieysearcn

“Stellar oysters and gumbo!”

- RoODb Walsh, Houston Press

“awesome shrimp and oyster gumbo...
some of the best we've tasted"

- Gourmet
“rivetina Remoulade... an oyster sandwich
| look forward to eating for years’

- Alison Cook. Houston cnronkie & m

Thank You . £
ﬁul&mﬁ ﬁeadml o

GULF COAST SEAFOOD KITCHEN
4611 Montross between Richmond & Bissonnet | 713-807-8830

DANTONSSEAFO0D.COM

PRIME RIB Al

GIFT CARDS

LURENZQ
pnmc ’Rtu

4412 WASHINGTON, HOUSTON, TX 77007
713.880.5111

FEATIJRINE

CATERING

LAURENZOS.NET
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“The Home Of European

and Continental Cuisine”

Lunch M-F 11-2pm | Dinner M-S 5-11pm

2521 BAGBY AT MCGOWEN
713.521.7231 - www.charivarirest.com

Houston’s Enchilada Queen, Sylvia Casares, is about to open yet another eatery!

by Marene Gustin

nown as Houston's
Enchilada Queen, Syl-
via Casares has two
very popular Tex-Mex
estaurants on the west side of
town, a food truck, and now she's
about to open a third brick-and-
mortar eatery. “l promise to stop
it three!” she says. “Otherwise |
will need therapy.”
The new restaurant will be
at 1140 Eldridge Parkway, in the
Energy Corridor, Casares savs
she has some customers already
in the area, and she does food
deliveries there. “I wasn't look-
ing for another location,” she says, “hut the
andlord and the location are great, so [ just
umped at it.” The space has housed two
previous restaurants, including a Sharky's
American Grill, but Casares thinks her expe

rience and large customer base will make the

new Sylvia's successful.

After graduating from University of
lexas-Austin with a degree in home econom
ics, the Brownsville native worked for 10
vears with Uncle Ben's food corporation as a
food scientist and did a stint in restaurant
aales before opening her first hole-in-the-
wall eatery in 1998. It was so popular that in
001 she moved into the current Sylvia's En-

rhilada Kitchen at 12637 Westheimer Road,

1 6,000 sq. ft. space that seats 200, Casares
parlayed her popular menu into a cookbool,

a DVD on tamale making, Tex-Mex cooking

lasses, a second Sylvia’s Enchilada Kitchen

on Woodway Drive, and finally the No Bor-

lers food truck.
Fans are crazy for her 18 varieties of

enchiladas, the freshly fried tortilla chips
she serves, and her specialty—sauces. She
makes her signature gravy from real dried
chiles, not powder, and it takes 12 hours. Her
delicious chile con queso simmers for five
hours on the stovetop.

But she serves up more than just enchi-
ladas, which is why she's calling the new
restaurant just Sylvia's “so people don't think
that's all we have,” she savs

In fact, lately she’s been upping the ante
on her fajitas. After tinkering with the meats
and grilling methods, she now thinks they're
as good as her enchiladas. She loves a kitch
en challenge, and she's very excited about
opening the new restaurant, which will have
a mesguite grill for
the fajitas.

The 5,000 sq. fi
space will look a lot
like the Woodway
location, she says,
but will also display
some of the antique
tea sets that fill
the Westheimer
location. A waiter
once brought her a
tea set back from
Mexico, and before
long everyone was
giving them to her. She now has hundreds
of them, from tiny, doll-like ceramic sets to
large hand-painted funectional ones. When we
gpoke in March for this article, she was shop-
ping antique stores in The Heights for furni-
ture she could use in the new restaurant to

showease her tea sets

Casares expects to be spending a lot of

Mouthwatering: Sylvia's Mex-Mex Enchiladas (pictured) feature savory specialty sauces that are to die
for. With 18 varieties of enchiladas, grilled fajitas, and appetizers, there's something for everyone.

time at the new location when it opens, at
least until everything is up and running.
Managing three restaurants and a
food truck sounds like a lot of work, but
Casares says she has learned to delegate
since her tragic incident in 2012 when she
suffered a gunshot wound in an alterca-
tion with her ex-boyfriend. *I found really
good people to help manage the restau-
rants during my recovery,” she says. “1 —+

Viva la Sylvia: Sylvia’s new Eldridge
Parkway location promises to be just as
vibrant as the locations on Westheimer
and Woodway.
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ETRUT
~ OPENING SOON f

£ \

Washington Corridor’s
Only Authentic Lebanese

and Mediterranean Restaurant
* Hookah Lounge *
*» Second Floor Patio Dining Available

4105 Washington Ave. at Jackson Hill St.
www.BeirutRestaurantTX.com

AIDTOWN bAR & QRILL

OPEN 24 HOURS

BREAKFAST/LUNCH/ DINNER

} Angtinme « Evergday

FULL BAR

e Skotine pam'q Eooen
- NOW AVAILABLE -
415W. Gy @Talt » 713,526.2887
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Sfl’a'iars Hﬂl continued from pra

don't have to do everyvthing myself”

Two years later she is back and better
than ever, happy, and ready to expand her
Tex-Mex empire. Viva la Sylvia!

Marene Gustin is a regular contributor to
OuTrSMART magazine.

Ty to

18]
=

Try Hosting a Tamalada Party

Gather your friends a

by Sylvia Casares

Tamale ms

1o mal

B Preparen
First s the f

en, venison, spinact

ild already be

cheese blacl

cooked, st

and lots

which

Next, trim corn husks to a uniformed

| o .
Il

Now is the time for all hands on deck. Turn up the music,

tart an assernbly line

wied and been the executive
Sylvia's Enchilada Kitchen, She

front-of-house staff of 30
Casares’ expertise is in recipe
b=

development, which requ
nation of cuisme knowledge, coc
knowle and a passion for excel-
len aking people really happy with my food 1S where
| derive joy and personal satisfaction,” she says: She later
branched into conducting cooking clas

Sign up for one of the bi-manthly co

ibrite.com/o/sylvia-casares
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The Original OKRA Saloon gives all proceeds back to the community

by Megan Smith

ant to stay for one more round?

Well, it s for charity.
Nestled in northern down-
town Houston at 924 Congress
Ave., the Original OKRA Charity Saloon

welcomes passers-hy with its glass doors

ement of

trimmed in bright red—a bold st:
color against its otherwise brick exterior.
Upon entering, guests are pleasantly sur-
prised by the spaciousness of the bar. The
walls are lined with table seating, an elon-

gated oval bar sits center, a chalkboard menu

features paninis and other small bites, and

1 massive overhead glass skylight enhances
the openness of the space

But the bar’s most important feature is
its red, white, and blue voting booth. Each
month, OKRA selects four charities to fea-
ture in this booth. For each drink an OKRA
guest purchases, they receive one ticket, The
guest can then enter the voting booth and
place their ticket in the ballot box of one of
the four charities, At the end of the month,
the charity that achieves the most votes re-
eives 100 percent of the saloon’s profits,
Behind OKRA (Organized Kollaboration

on Restaurant Affairs) are some of Houston's
most distin
ruished res
taurant, coffee
hop, and bar
OWNErs, in-
cluding Bobhy
Heugel (Anvil,
Hay Merchant,
Underbelly,
Blacksmith),
Scott Repass
Antidote Cof-
fee, Black Hole
Coffee, Poison
Girl Bar, Little
Dipper Bar), Paul Petronella (Paulie's), and
many more. After successfully collaborating to
negotiate with the city over issues pertaining
to parking and local businesses, the OKRA
team decided to continue to channel their

£

The A-Team: the collaboration of

It's your
civic duty:
buy a
drink, get |
a ticket,
and step £
behind the |
red curtain
to cast
your vote
for one of
OKRA's
four
monthly
charities.

shared viewpoints into a larger project—a
chanty bar. It feels like an all-star team of
restaurant, bar, and coffee shop owners in
Houston,” says Ceci Norman, OKRA's admin-
istrative director. “They are all really good at
opening a space, giving it a feel, and having a
consistent amount of people come in.”

When
asked why the
founding team
chose a bar set-
ting for their
advocacy, Nor-
man responds,
“There's the
reneral mind-
set of bars be-
ing community
spaces. There

are so many

owners behind OKRH.J opportunities
to use a bar as
a space just to get together with friends, and
there's such a huge, long-running American
tradition of bars being meeting spaces for
community building.”

When looking for the perfect space, the
OKRA team chose a location that reflects
that same rich sense of history. “It's been a
bar since 1882." Norman says. “It was origi-
nally opened as the Original Casino Saloon.

They realized that it had been a bar for
that long, and they just wanted to con-
tinue [that tradition].”

Sinee opening in December 2012, the
bar has given over $260,000 in donations
to its winning charities. Although many
question why the bar doesn't divide its
proceeds evenly each month among the
four charities, Norman and the OKRA
team say they want to keep the donations
substantial. In August 2013, Norman
says, OKRA was able to give the U.S.
Veterans Initiative-Houston Chapter
$35,000—enough for the chapter to hire
a chef that now trains veterans. This hire
wouldn't have been possible if the bar had
only donated a fourth of that amount,
Norman explains. “When we've given
charities their checks, they've never really
expeected to have the amounts that we've
given,” she says. “It's just really nice to be
able to give a charity something substan-
tial, And I've learned so much about the
really cool, good things people are doing
in Houston.” —
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DeELICIOUS BURGERS ¢ SUCCULENT PuLLED PORK TACOS
FaBuLouUS FisH & CHIPS » AN ARRAY OF CRAFT BEERS

2010 WaugH | 713.521.0521

| 11:30AM~2aM EVERYDAY | WWW.RUDYARDSPUB.COM

in Back Lot

\YEST&LREATE
Ol pmary

Best Restaurant
for Cheap Eats

IT"S ALL GOOD IN THE

SHEPHERD/ MONTROSE
3111 5. SHEPHERD @ ALABAMA
(713) 523- 7600

| 100

Dinner: Mon-Sat | 5:30pm-10pm

[ AT ALT A LESS THAN 10 MINUTES FROM: Montrose | Midtown | Museum District | l-istwﬁ: Ihi;us
1718 Houston Ave. at Crockett » 713.222.6996 » CafeBrusselsHouston.com

Boys totally
Noodie.

Jenni knows how to make your
egg roll and your veggies rock

' NOODLESRULE.COM

n facebook.com/noodlesrule

FEBRUARY 2014 QuiSn

Houston's Only Authentic

_ BELGIAN BISTRO

Featuring all of your favorite

Café Montrose dishes & Houston’s largest

selection of Belgian beers on tap!

g~~~ OPEN FOR LUNCH -
Mon-Sat 11am-2pm

SUNDAY BRUNCH:

Catherine Duwez [Origmal Cateé Montrose Cwner)

1lam-3pm

Best Gay Friendly- Houston Press
Best Float Pride Parade Houston 2011
Best Costume Pride Parade Houston 2012

NOODLEHOOD!

\&) @noodlesrule

UPTOWN/ GALLERIA
2027 POST DAK @ WESTHEIMER
(713) 621-4200

artMagazine.com

ennis:

NOODLE HOUSE

IN THE HEIGHTS
602 EAST 20TH ST, @ OXFORD
(713) B62-3344

Cheers to Charity!

eantinued from previous page

OKRA has been very pleased with the
positive
community, Norman says. Over 100 chari-
ties have applied to be featured so far. Each
month's charity selection process takes about
a week, she says, and OKRA team members
try to make their final choices as diverse as
possible. Several charities that have done
extensive work for the LGBT community, in
cluding Legacy Community Health Services
and The Montrose Center, have been among
“We like to keep

Norman says. And if your favorite

the bar's featured charities.
it broad,”
charity doesn't win in their specific month,
OKRA hosts a second-chanee tournament
each December,

April's charities include Houston's chap-
ter of the Alzheimer's Association, Bike
Houston, the Monarch Institute, and the
Feral Feline Retreat. “[It's about] fostering
a mentality where if you take care of what's
around vou, it'll help everybody grow.” Nor
man says, “We're just spilling tolerance and
building safe spaces for anybody who wants
to go and foster positive community.”

Charities interested in being considered
for OKRA ean fill out an application online
at friedokra.org,

for more information

FREE DELIVERY

I — fipping is appraciated

minimum §12

HOUSE U ‘
Chinese Restaurant

-—— RAA
ince 1990

Y,\)‘* DUMPLING

n, Tx 77098
713.524.4134

621 Shepherd #290 = HOUSIO

P: 713.524.8410 F

7 days a week until 4 pm
x ok & ok &

* k k & &
ORDER ONLINE AT
WWW.AUNTIECHANGS.COM

response the bar has gotten from the

or e-mail info@friedokra.org

the very personal story of

brother, his failed marriage

tal practice in the heart of

\ew book about smiles

shines a light on domestic violence

by Karen Derr

ontrose dentist Dr. Randy
Mitchmore has written a book
titled The Gift of a Life Smile,
published last month by
\dvantage. He wrote the hook as a guide to
chieving dental health, especially for those
vho may have had less-than-pleasant experi
nces with dentists in the past. While it is a
mpelling read for those seeking informa-
on about the latest in dental procedures,
e account of Dr. Mitchmore's own journey
: the real page-turner
Unflinchingly, he tells

s bovhood with an abusive

n & small east-Texas town,
nd his ultimate success
vith his state-of-the-art den
Montrose.
Mitchmore was born

re in Houston, as he says,
ingide the loop before there
45 a loop.” Raised 1in a

ower-mid-

dle-class

family,

is father
wade a
iving
upplying
ondom

achines in bars and gas stations. His fa-

ther’s job was only ene of the churchgoing
family's “little secrets.”

A large part of the book is dedicated to

the stories of his patients whose lives have

ieen transformed by cosmetic dentistry. One

patient, Norma, became very
ill due to the poor condition of
her mouth. The book tells of
the steps Dr. Mitechmore took
to cure her gum disease, cor
rect her bite, and restore her
smile through implants and
porcelain veneers. Not only did
Norma's headaches, musele
problems, and bad posture
improve, but her face actu-
ally gained vertical
length. According
to Mitchmore, *In
effect, she'd gotten
a dental facelift.”
The dentist's of-
fice walls are lined
with large photos of patients like
Norma who have had their smiles
restored or enhanced with his
advanced dental techniques, He
often removes old fillings and
caps to replace them with modern
poreelain ones. In his book. he

touches

on the is

sues with

metal fill-

ings, but

is quick

to say not

all metal
fillings need to be replaced or pose a problem
with mercury,

Dr. Mitchmore touts The Gift of a Life
Smile as a guide to a whiter smile and in-
ner happiness. That's quite a tall order to
fill, but Mitchmore is passionate about the
importance of a beautiful smile, “The work
that I do is truly transformational. So many
people have been abused by their dentist. It's
been a p: Imilii experience or a demeaning
"gays Mitchmore

eXperience, . He prides him-

self on being different. “I've been a perpetual

Dr. Randy Mitchmore

student. I'm a master dentist and a mas-
ter implant dentist. There are dramatic
things we can do with no drilling and no
shots.” He goes on to share, “I'm a geeky
dentist, and I love the tech part of it.”

Dr. Mitchmore is also certified in LV
sedation. He explains that it is the safest,
most reliable way to do sedation. He savs
most patients would be surprised to learn
that cosmetic dentistry is not a board-
certified specialty. "Any dentist with a
weekend course can call themselves a
cosmetic dentist. That's the scary part.
I've done a tremendous amount of train
He is
also a member of American Academy of
Cosmetic Dentistry. —+

ing to be called a master dentist.”

~

CutSmartMagazine.com

AFRIL 2014 101




TWO FRONT-ROW
SEATS.

The sporty, two-seater
MINI Coupe with active
rear spoiler that raises

at 50 MPH for increased
downforce. Get the best
seats in the house. Starting
at just 521,450,

MOMENTUM MINI
10000 SOUTHWEST FWY
HOUSTON, TX 770774
800-557-5374

MOMENTUMMINI.COM

*MSRP does not include destination and
handling charge of $795 and excludes
license, registration, taxes, options and
labor to install. Certain features maybe
optional. Actual price determined by
your authorized MINI dealer. Visit your
authorized MINI dealer for important
details. © 2014 MINI USA, a division
of BMW of North America, LLC. The
MINI name, model names and logo are
registered trademarks.

Give Back a Smile Js

The Gift of a Life Smile includes the 10
most common mistakes people make when
choosing a dentist. At the top of the list is
negleeting to ask questions about the den-

‘s training, and not looking at photos
showing previous work.

Besides his passion for dentistry and

making less-than-perfect smiles beautiful

Mitchmore 18 passionate about his volunteer

work with the Give Back a Smile F
tion. The national organization w § with
American Academy of Cosmetic Dentists
volunteers across the U.S. to give smiles
back to women .IT'-'! mien who have suffered
..J;I mage to their teeth from :i--l!‘.---l I V10
lence, Mitchmore's own sister committed
suicide as a result of an abusive hushand, so
it is a very important cause for him
Survivors who are helped by the orgam
zation have often let their dental ||_‘|-|l|"!Ii'-
go untreated. “Dental is different from other
injuries; bones and bruises will often heal
without treatment. A broken tooth never

will,” Dr. Mitehmore expl 2, Often the

violent spouse has cont the finances

yr shame has kept the victim {rom seel

1ient. As Mitchmore point

WESTSBREATr
tvS

vl
L

event on May 1 from 6 to

ebration will feature a

stops smiling because of broken or discolored
teeth, they lose an important link with those
around them, thus alienating victims of vie-
ence even further

Mitchmore says domestic violence is often
a 1;|m|||\".-; dirty little secret. Having s
college intending to become a minister and
then losing his first dental practice after
being outed in a conservative small-town
community, Mitchmore sees parallels with
the sec recy surrounding violence in the home
and the secrecy many gays experience before
coming out, especially in the past. “They ar
embarrassed about it, they don't want to talk
about it, and other people really don't want to
hear about it.” He goes on to say, "Domestic

s rampant in the United States, and

conomic boundaries.”

Dr. Mitchmore appears at a book-signing
8 p.m. at Tradition
Bank, 5020 Montrose. The Uno de Mayo Cel-
silent auction fund
raiser for the American Academy of Cosmetic
Dentistry Charitable Foundation’s *Giwve

|',.|| KEa .‘4|'|;'.:--” Program. |"i--:i .:I"-| wine will
be served and d

the foundation

Smile is available

l’:ge Contact

2055 Westheimer Rd. @ Shepherd
713-520-6600 | www.eyecontact.com

Eye Health and Vision Exams, Contact Lens Fittings
Huge Selection of Designer Glasses
Many Vision Plans and Health Plans accepted
Independent, privately owned
Serving Central Houston for more than 17 years

FotoFest 2014

Houston's ‘Platform for Art and Ideas’ focuses on the Middle

by Barrett White

ton hosts the
nternational
FotoFest, one of the
vorld’s preeminent
photo festivals. In an
ticipation of the spring
vent, FotoFest chooses
t theme for the exhib
its, Previous themes
have |.'|l'|l1l|!'|| water,
1olence, and technol-
gy, and this year’s FotoFest is focusing 1
ittention on the Arab world w the theme
View from Inside: Contemporary Arab Vid
B0, |'|'u".--,-_.'!2|[121‘\ and Mixed ,\|:'|'_;': Art :
Commenting on the need for fresh images
f daily life in the Middle East, FotaFest co-
tounder and artistic director Wendy Watriss
stated, “Even in magazines like The New
‘arker, you rarely see a straight human in-
erpst story that goes beyond the headlines.”
Among the ].1”"-.['{1' artists participat-
ng in the 2014 FotoFest is Kirsten Rice and
photographer George Awde. In addition
Mariette Pathy Allen 18 known worldwide
for her exhibits on transgender people and

their hves

George Awde: His Passing Cover

O'Kane Gallery at University

of Houston-Downtown (1 Main 5t.)

Through April 17

reorge Awde: His Passing Cover
Arab male coming-of-age experi
“emphasizes the Arab male body to explors
traditional ideas of masculinity and notions
of family.” That brief gallery deseription does
not do justice to the striking images captured
by Lebanese-American George Awde during
his travels in Lebanon

Kxhibited internationally, Awde’s artwork
candidly depicts deep pathos, be it through
physical pain or the yearning of an absent
subject. The ability to evoke feeling even
when no physical body is present is some-
thing Awde excels at
Often poetic reflections on community,

Awde’s photography is sublime. He has
had many role models and mentors, and his

work puts an emphasis on details such as —

ast

His Passing Cover explores
masculinity and the passage
into adulthood for Syrian men
in Lebanon. George Awde’s
exhibit can be seen at the
O'Kane Gallery at University of
Houston-Downtown.




if they had the opportunity to dress me for
the day. In the video, | recreated the outfits

| FotoFest 2014

ontinued from previous page

and included quotes of their deseriptions

shadowing and light to create his and reasoning. ‘A red dress. It is cute

FHEES ‘Leather. Lots of leather, and hondage. It Advantage
18 = l » 1 ¥ - ¥ ; 1
“I think this 'E;]11[)Iii]!]'1|' IENEE is hot." ‘Nothing. No explanation needed. BMW Midtown
emerges from a place of intimacy The piece demonstrated how clothing is Authotized
R S e YT people and gendered, how it 18 a reflection of personal Center |
' ) 3 taste, and how it is sexualized. [ inte [
places 1 photograph.” Awde says, ol BN 16 Roxpalihed ¥ nboi] The Ultimate
to continue to propagate a discourse on Driving Machine |

“Sometimes I get overwhelmed— il S :
modern masculinity and femininity, social

expectations, and cultural norms that
contribute to gender-based inequality and

repression. Art has been my outlet for
calling attention to issues that many face

every day.”
|
|

I'm juggling a lot of projects that
are really exciting to me.”

Awde is not only a photogra-
pher, but also an educator who
majored in painting at the Mas-
sachusetts Callege of Art. He went
on to receive a Master of Fine Arts

degree in photography from Yale
University in 2009,

Discoveries of the Meeting Place I S C L E A R

One Allen Center (500 Dallas 5t.)
and Twao Allen Center (1200 Smith St.)
Through April 27

As many LGBTQ people are aware,

Continental Drift
Atelier Jacquinet (913 McKee 5t.)

Through April 27

fluidity of gender is nothing out of the
ordinary. But for those not affiliated with

I Hailing from Houston, Los . 3 - Z . 68, _ l
! o T - . B £ ! our community, confusion aboul gender
Angeles, and Cape Town, South Kirsten Rice's photo-ready hand catches a spontaneous moment on the South Africa shore in : ! ge .'
Africa, Kirsten Rice curates this vivid splashes of color. Continental Drift is being exhibited at Atelier Jacquinet. ssues often leads to intolerance. E‘[“Fr |
exhibit that showeases the work of Mariette Pathy Allen, known worldwide |

: for her work highlighting and supporting
20 photographers who all resided in ghing - PI &

i oSl s e the transgender community. Allen's work is

Houston before dispersing around e S 5

tha-ward, 1 Iso presents a few showeased in FotoFest’s exhibit Discoveries
e wWo lice also presents a f

i f the Meeting Place. which highlichts

of her own photographs as part of of the M & Place, which highlights 11

the exhibit international artists who were selected
e exhi

f "J'-'-ln FotoFest's acclaimed International
With images that contrast baold L LLmIE E 0

lors with tender moments of ‘ortfolio Review for Artists. Alongside
colors w ender moments ¢

love, life, and sexuality, her work
conveys a sense of freedom and

-"](.—il'ur:'.f'.u'n' is the release of Allen’s book,

T'ransCuba, which is a bilingual photo-

) driven hardback with an introduction by
whimsy. Influenced by the work .

of Garry Winogrand, Robert Map-
plethorpe, Cathy Opie, Andreas
Gursky and others, Rice's photo-

Allen Frame, an essay by Wendy Watriss,
and a preface by Mariela Castro Espin, |
Raul Castro’s daughter

Allen’s connection to the transgender 1305 Gray St.. (- it ray |
community as a photographer, writer, DVANTAGE I;‘!aé-lsztgg 1%57002
advocate, ally, and friend makes an MlDTDWN A : : |

mportant statement about the need

graphs seem effortless. In reality,
keeping a camera at the ready and
being prepared to capture art is o
constant challenge

=0 to respect a culture that 1s oftentimes |
ere are so £ BB i
I'here are so many things that

misunderstood by mainstream cisgender

we overlook during our busy lives. ) 2
society, Allen seeks to propel the

When 1 take my eamera out, it is
all about the freedom of the mo
ment.” Rice explains that a sponta-

transgender community into the light while

educating society and bringing about the
de-freakification of gender-variant people,”

neous shot is often better than the ]
- i as she puts it, Although her work highlights
ones she had originally planned. “1 f

; : the lives of transgender people in the United
was exploring [a small Cape Town I

States and Cuba, she has travelled the globe

beach] because [ was interested Mariette Pathy Allen captures the transgender community in gorgeous, guarded tones. Here, two W e

in mountains, colored shacks, transgender women pose for Allen at a venue in Cuba. Discoveries of the Meeting Place can be s sl e D

and beach culture. As I was tak- found at One Allen Center and Two Allen Center. in Mexico and ]"" ench Polynesia, Wk h

ing pictures of the shacks, these \’I_\';ln_mur and Thailand on the ]lUJ'n{un..

1[1-”- boys started showing off for me by identity and its relationship with society and exploration of gender, race, and sexuality. Allen’s work presses you to open your mind

each flipping off the edge of the barrier, culture, I question the norms that have been Rice also has a recent video project to her 45 you experience |_h_" candid, -*41111.1{'["111‘9

I loved this image because it combined [aid upon me and affect the representation credit. “In my latest video piece, | address -1lr':1|lnl~|].._n=r beautiful moments in these

the aesthetic beauty of the mountains of self. I also use my photography to ochserve the relationship between clothing and self- "“”'&"lf”" lives. )

and colored 5hz1]—w,~:"\\'ith the energy and all of these relationships as well as the reac- expression; how clothing can be an outward I "T-JI"'“""“"":“'-‘ of the -'”'.'*’-"'*"'»'-' Place is a part mangla oco

movement of the boys.” i tions/interactions that occur when the norm expression of identity and the perceived 'f[ ”_]l-‘?; year’s FotoFest for the duration of the P ﬁiITI:II
Outside of street and landscape art, has been disturbed.” identity projected by others in response, | festival. bﬂn&, e SPESO ek

Rice focuses on gender and sexuality, “1 Some of Rice's favorite images are Robert approached a number of individuals and For mare information on these and other free :

uge it as a tool for understanding my own  Mapplethorpe’s “Thomas.” a stunning asked them what they would have me wear exhibits, visit fotofest.ore 713.522.1934 | 3215 Weslhmmm Ihtween Kirby & Fiver Oaks Blvd] | giacomosciboevino.com
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If we had
known OutSmart
Was going to make
such a big issue
about their 20th

Anniver'sarg
would have bought

a lar'ger' ad.

be Sexy...be Fabulous

570 Waugh Dr. @ Allen Pkwy. / 713.524.3359

www.guavalamphouston.com

happy hour everyday 4 - 8pm

(director, Go Fish and The L Word)

( The Advogate, 11.24.98)

If you're gay and you sleep with
someone of the opposite sex,
does that make you straight?
I've done it, and | don't consider
myself straight at all.

Bea
Arthur

( Dut, B.07, Michagl Musto)

Michael Musto:

Do you know a lot
of gay people in
show business?

Bea Arthur: Isn't that
a rhetorical question?

Margaret [8:0]
 Entertainment Weekly, 7.9.99,
Faul Wontarek)

I've slept with B
women, but | don't ™
think 1'm gay or
straight. | think I'm
just slutty.

Janis Ian

(The Advecate, 10.15.96)

1 have nothing intrinsically against dresses—
some of my best friends wear them. I've just
never enjoyed the feeling of air rushing up past
my ankles into my nether regions without a pair
of lips attached at the other end.

Boy George

(People, 9.19.94, Mar
Citing insufficient evidence, British magistrates on
August 30 [1994] threw out a paternity suit

{New 'L' whext Vote, 91012, Loge

# I'm a black, gay woman. |
' think the only way for the
GOP to hate me more is if
I sent them a video of me
rolling around on a pile of
welfare checks.

against singer Boy George [then 33 years
old]. Last September [1993] an unnamed
California woman, seeking financial sup
part for her 8-year-old son, sued the lead
singer of the 1980s group Culture Club
The singer, whose real name i1s George
(YDowd, is openly gay and said he could be
the father onl \ in the event of a \It rin birth.”

Bruce
Vilanch

(Lavender, 8.10.01, Michael Dahl)

Eprror’s Norg: Bruee Vilanch was appearing
on TV on Hollywood Squares at this time.
Vilanch admits that one of his faverite hosting
jobs is the Gay Erotic Film Awards—you know,
adult cinema. “I enjoy it for so many reasons,”
he says, grinning evilly. “I once had a young
porn star come up to me afterwards—Zach or
Chad or Jason—and tell me, ‘T love you!

I watch you on TV every night.” And 1 said,
‘Really? What a coincidence.™

TES—— ..‘*-gmw-‘“. .

i - o ]
el & W
& 48 |
P Queer Quotes
e Compiled by
. s Blose Distefano
o - : =,
. o
= :‘[ g S

:‘mu# r'u_“w.wq *’w tly
_ afterthe 9/ i lattaci
Ona personal Lx.it_
H.LL L.Lu. 1twas 1mpor-
tant forme to be here
W:,U* it because, num=
rone, our leaders
nhave L;-J.Lm. L.t-. to get
backto our jobs; :J.L..!llv
ber fwo, there |
number Lm.QLJ“LuLLLQ
Aare tumnnier in threes;
u.-lilv- ’LL..’LU k;l.”LrLL\:x.J UGEL

(director of Broken Hear
creator of TV's Fsr....lu—\.«

{Entertainment Weekly, 10.00)
We're here,
we're queer,
we're funnier,
with better
haircuts.
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‘T Am Divine’

| m
- -
A

by , g y

The man behind the makeup

Megan (il Il DE
Smith

Divine literally ate dog poop to fulfill Waters’s vision.
Thousands flocked to see the 1972 underground classic
out of curiosity, disgust, and amazement. The scene was
meant to shock, and it did its job. People could not take
their eves off Divine—he was here to stay. “Divine was
dangerous—part outlaw, part serial killer,” drag perform-
er Jackie Beat savs in the film. “She was simultaneously
sexy and monstrous. [s she going to screw me or eat me?”

DVD Shorts

Campaign of Hate:
Russia and Gay Propaganda

3

Wishing to expand beyond Waters's campy low-budget
movies, Divine traveled to New York and starred as a

prison matron in Tom Eyven’s play “Women Behind Bars.”

CLASSIC AMERICAN DISHES
CREATED BY CELEBRITY CHEF

He also developed a musical eareer performing in discos

during the 1980s5. He achieved mainstream success in
1988 with the release of Waters's Hairspray, in which he
playved a very different type of character—1960s house
wife Edna Turnblad, alongside Ricki Lake.

Jut underneath the makeup and Divine's
outrageous film and stage personality, he was
Kevin Katz OD MS
515 22™ St « Galveston = TX

409.763.6300
www.tsogalveston.com

Unigque Eyewear | Extraordinary Eyecare

still a man of shy demeanor. Divine also faced

~Jed Qcol TEXAS STATE OPTICAI

B88.40.BLUES | HOUSEOFBLUES.COM/HOUSTON Y

O e

The Year of Living Dangerously

pp——

is head half shaved to

f Billy make room for more
makeup, drag movie star

Divine wasn't focused on perfect-

ing realness—he was too busy

ROOM
to Weight Loss 0 Y 4

taking drag “to the level of anarehy.”

Your Medical Approach 3 Y INDATION
- e
-

Divine started a revolution
Directed by Jeffrey Schwarz

s sars s (VisdX. F A Dicke paints o hibgraghical A divine duc: Harris Glenn Milstead (Divine, r) Ao
ATCRIVE g with his dear friend, filmmaker John Waters. | :
1.0 portrait of Divine, aka Harris Glenn Mil-
stead. An overweight and bullied teenager, struggle between being pigeonholed as a female : & L
Divine's once-estranged mother details how drag star and the desire to additionally play men’s roles |

C-!-pr pravis hie is her son was labeled by his doctor as “more Hairspray's success, however, brought the opportunity for |
more than just a feminine than masculine.” His high school Divine to play a role—as a man—on the TV show Mar
frary il pitlfriend deseribes Divine’s love of pretty ried . . . With Children, an opportunity that he was very | WB i g ht LOSS C I Iinic

things and need for perfection during their excited about, But one of his main vices, his love for food,

relationship. She even accompanied Divine
to his first party dressed in drag—as a very
passable Elizabeth Taylor.

[t wasn't until he teamed up with film-

maker John Waters (who was 17 at the time

and lived gix houses down) that things truly

turned around for Divine. The two just
clicked. From then on, Divine was Waters's
muse and nonsexual soul mate. With the
help of makeup artist Van Smith, the char-
acter “Divine” was ereated. His head was
shaved halfway back to allow for eyebrows
with a larger-than-life arch and outlandish
eye makeuap

Whatever Waters would ask, Divine
would do—and I mean anything. In one

of the pair's earlier films, Pink Flamingos,

prevented him from reaching this new chapter in his life.
Because of his weight, Divine suffered a massive heart
attack in March of 1988, just days before he was sched-
uled to start filming for the TV show. He was 42,

{ Am Divine pieces together detailed research and

colorful interviews with clips of on-set movie footage, club
performances, and daily life to ereate a full picture of the
artist that was Divine. “Divine stood for all outsiders,”
Waters says. “He stood for anybody who didn’t fit in, that
exagperated what everybody hated, and turned it into a
style and won.”

I Am Divine 18 available from Wolfe Video (wolfevideo

com), l

* PERSONALIZED
* COMPREHENSIVE
* DOCTOR SUPERVISED

OCTAVIO BARRIOS, MD

517 WEST GRAY ST. « HOUSTON, TX 77019

713.942.7546

RSVP FOR DINNER NOW

CALL B3z aa87.7787 FOR RESERVATIONS
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by
Gregg
Shapiro

GrooveOut Shorts

Cyndi Lauper
She's So Unuswal (30th Anniversary)

Billy Porter

George Michael
Symphonica

Does Disco Still Suck?

f you eall disco
I'I"IV»]“ aka

electronic danee
music), you maks
it safe for straight
people—as well as
their gay friends
who have been
dancing to it for
years. But there are

traces Of d18C0O ev-

ervwhere, and also
a renewed 1mterest
in digco pioneer
Giorgio Moroder
who was rediscon
red by ED

Daft Punk and

homophobia-laced

Disco Demolition in
Chicago approached
ts d4th anmver
SATY the three-day
Wavefront Music
Festival
Diplo, Timo Maas
Holy Ghost, and

featuring

Frankie Knuckles
staked its claim
int the Windy City,

while electronic music fests were

held around the globe

I'he aforementioned master
mind Moroder (along with his
muse, the late Donna Summer
was the driv i‘.'l_'_' foree behind
disco during its hevday. The
Donna Summer remix disc Love
to Love You Donna (Verve) is
less an homage to the original
disco diva than it 1s an excuse
for those ceursed remixers to
get their grubby paws on her

classic material and leave what

they think is their imprint on it,

Because “remix’ means some-

thing different than it did in the

GROUPLOVE

t-Snpa i Pl

MBI

19705 when 1t was
applied to extended
127 single versions
of Donna Summer
tracks, only a few of

the 13 revisited cuts

nd dancing to.

Not surprisingly,

< . )
one worthy remix

7 .
i pag = : | ) 1
4 3 I'_r ..F I:‘\ 1= T 1rectors
pi 'caﬂﬁ‘{ Cut Signature Mix

of “Hot Stuff™ by

Frankie Knuckles

Chip Dub Edit of
“Sunset People,” the

(nigamesh Rema

Bad Girls,” and
Afrojack Remix of *1
Feel Love.”

On his full-
length debut Tru
(Island), Avicii (aka
Tim Bergling) is
this yvear’s David
Guetta—but =0
much betta, if yo
will. Like Guetta,
Avicii employs guest vocalists,
but what he does with them is
lar more co
Wiake Me Up” finds modern sou
singer Aloe Blace in a

bar, complete with acoustic

mpelling. Opener
country

guitar and electronic beats;
disco for the NASCAR =et. The
CounLry -'\',.|!|'.l'lvi]]u'L'H||.‘:—!.I||'.\-l-|‘.
"HL_‘.
by Dan Tymir

=" featuring vocals
f Alison
her, Where Art

and the addictive

Krauss and O By
Thow? fame
“Addicted to You,” sung |r_'-' sputhn-
western songbird Audra Mae
Avicii breaks up the mountain
top momentum with hardeors
lance-fl
‘Dear Boy,"” the ballroom blitz of
‘Shame on Me,” Adam Lambert’s

or workouts such as

stand-up performance on “Lay

Me Down,” and the twisted retro

soul screamer “Liar Liar”
'l,:,,','t-[-,tls.ul'ln|.l- pop band
l||'|||;5||.-\.|'- b _=_;i|]- Iits second dise
|I“.|.'.'-."I|'<|'II'."-:.- Jr'l’lll'
with the exube
You,” a 8

mons Philip Glass but a

urs (Atlantic)

int “I'm with

g that not only sum

‘l--llfliI:-' 1
kick-ass dance beat []I'!'!."I-' for
hippies and hipsters alike. “Bor
derlines & Aliens” arrives on a
funk-rock flotation device, and
“Wavs to Go” goes a long way

1n pra

moting the electro-funk

eause, “Shark Attack”™ has teeth
“Sit Still” makes 1t
o sit—still ¢

"is tart and tangy

mpossible
i otherwise—and
“Raspberry
Er voTi: Grouplove per-
forms at House of Blues (house-
ofblues.com/houston) on April 7
l'hevre dancing in Canada
if Olvmpia (Domino), the sec-
ond album by Austra, is any
indication T'he mixed-gender
sextet has created an irresistible
triumph, merging beauty and
the beats
that opens “What We Done?”

I'he spooky crackli B
becomes a plaintive love call
when the vocals begin. “Forgive
Me" inereases the beats, and
“Painful Like” adds a funks
bass line that is sure to go right
to your hips ind spine. “Home”
takes the clas

proach—Katie Stelmanis’s dra-

sic disco dive

matic vocals draw you in, and

the beats and bass assume

and back

Ashiey Henness

JIENNESSY

N F RS Y EAND .

www,.neonbootsclub.com

11410 Hempstead Hwy * Houston

Live

Love

Live at Neon Boots Dancehall & Saloon

May @, 2014

Enter the Raffle to Win a $1200 Cruise!
Backstage Passes Also Availablel

braly.eventbrite.com

£ /curtisbralymusic
¥ @curtisbraly

Presented By

\Y-
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The Future of Gay Rights- in the U.S.

Why Europe Is Lest

s a Texan leshian aca-

14

demic living and work-
ing in the United King-
dom for more than 20 years | am
often asked by other Americans
why Eurgpean countries are so
much more accepting of their
leshian and gay citizens,” writes
Angelia R, Wilson as a first line
from her new book.

“European scholars also
direct the other version of this
\llJur\-[illll at me—Why are Ameri-
CANS 80 against [|‘:1 extension
of rights to lesbian and gay citi-
zens?” she continues, in Why Eu
rope Is Lesbian and Gay Friendly

and Why America Never Will
BeJ, a monograph on this thorny
problem. In the face of continu-
bia here,

g right-wing homoph

18 there really no hope for toler-
ance and support?

Wil=on, Senior Lecturer in
Politics at University of Manches-
ter, England, has truly cast her
research net wide in attempting
to find the center of the question
It’s particularly appropriate for
this election cycle, given that
Europe was dominated for 1,500
vears by a monopoly church, fol-
lowed by centuries of warfare
over which Christianity would
dominate, Catholie or Protestant,
to see religious leaders still fight
ing human rights. Are the Euro-
peans more or less religious than
Americans? Are the evangelicals
in U.S. Bible-based Protestant
churches making the most of a di-
visive issue (gay civil rights) only
to satisfy their base and increase
votes? What other threads are
included in European tolerance?

Wilson's work 1s admirably
packed with references, statis-
tics, polls, and theories, and a
digcussion of many threads that

SmartMagazine.com

Ian and t)L V Frier

“friendly’

Why Europe Is Lesbian and
Gay Friendly (and Why
America Never Will Be)

by Angelia R. Wilson

2014 « State University of New

York Press (sunypress.com)

206 pages * $24.95 - Paperback

affect whether or not a state is

toward gay citizens

Economics, religion, politics,

et al, are linked. So I'll attempt

a brief overview, However, |

would encourage those inter

ested in her title's
thesis to thorough
ly read the book
for themselves
From Jeffrey

Weeks's book The

World We Have

Won, Wilson out-

lines four key

answers:

o After Stonewall in 1969, “the
gay movement has made a sig-
nificant impact on the cul-
tures, politics, and policies

of the Western world.”

-

European politicians or policy
makers took risks by question-
ing traditional notions of
equality, justice, or rights to
reframe the debate and devel-

op a redefinition more inclusive

of LGBT citizens, Thus, a few
European countries began to
set the bar for nondiscrimina-
tion and inclusivity

& And Why _.‘j.."?i't_-‘.-'_-'. ~a Never Wi |

Angelia R. Wilson

| Be)

¢ Construction of the European
Union (EU) created a “a unique

political terrain for l[]llill|LJHIIL\I

social change.”

.

A shift came in social attitudes
toward gay men and lesbians,
as literature showing “more
respondents attribute homo-
sexuality to nature, rather than
nurture,”

After centuries of battling
among themselves for control,
France, England, Italy, Spain, and
others began to work to shape
the ELI,

protect the rights of all eitizens

and formulate laws to

The right to travel, to have health
care, to share an economy, and

other concerns were

n attempt to
overcome cultural and traditional
attitudes, and develop more toler-
ance and diversity. Obviously, this
would mean protecting minorities
and women in all matters involv-
ing rights and equality.

*Care” became a priority
hoped for by those leading the
EL, It’s this attitude: Wilson
points out, which America does
not share. The recent
attempt to provide
universal health care
in the UL.S, has become
embroiled in a “do or
he” fight by bath po-
litical parties

Through the cen-

turies; "care” was seen
as a responsibility of

the family, volunteers, charities,

;. Ina

21st century, with a

and religious institutio
high-tech
booming population and people

living longer, these entities can't

;1[3;11'[:[11'1'”!:-[\ deal with health is-

sues. In addition, laws questioning

the “rights” of abortion, shortages
of food and water, and dealing —+

GONZALEZ OLIVIERI LLC

IMMIGRATION LAW FIRM, HOUSTON, TEXAS

We take p

Super Lawyers
Raed Gonzalez

in makmg all \-'our

™y

Same-sex ;‘
vusa petitions/

BEST CHIROPRACTOR
OutSmart Readers’ Choice Awards 2013

“Thank you for your

vote of confidence.”
Chiropractic Care
Soft Tissue Injuries
Myofascial Release
Sports Injuries
Auro Accidents
Rehabilitation

Worl-Related
Injuries

Personal
Injuries

= Beltone

Helping the world hear betfer

Looking for the
best in hearing care?

Look to Beltone

Only Beltone offers the exclusive
BelCare™ program, your assurance
of the very bestin hearing care.

BelCare is our ongoing commitment to customer satisfaction, providing

you with benefits such as:

|| Most Advanced Digital Hearing Aids Available

/| Free Lifetime Instrument

] Free Annual Hearing Evaluations

V] Satisfaction Guaranteed

And, our 1500 locations nationwide serve you

no matter where you live or travel!

Call 832.426.2982

10 Convenient Greater Houston Area Locations

“Family” Owned &
Operated Locally!

Care

€ Beltone

wwwi.beltone.com

NOW SEEING PATIENTS AT

KIRBY
HEALTIHESVE

www.KennethLesterDC.com

OUR NEW LOCGATION
1603 Shepherd UR:

SLLNESS  Between Eigel S

Houston, TX 77018
713.526.5252

Rivas

Italian Restaurant

117 Missouri St.
(1 Block West of Montrose)

RESTAURANT

(713)529-3450

Voted BEST Italian Restaurant in Houston
-2013 OutSmart Reader’s Choice Awards
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WANT FULL,
KISSABLE LIPS?

Best Female Cosmetic Surgeon
Surgical Procedures

Rhinoplasty (Nose surgery)
Revision F-.’!"mur, asty

Septal Perforation

Facelitt

AFTER

s (i
growlirt

Blepharoplasty (Eyelid Surgery) You can have natural-looking

lips for as little as $350!
Mention this Qutsmart ad
and receive another 10% oﬁ'

Offer valid through 430 may be subject t

Face and Neck Liposuction
Cheek Lifts / ':m;'}la'wf-
Otoplasty (Ear Pinning)

Hair Transplant

If you are not ready for surgery you may be interested in non-surgical
procedures such as: Botox, Juvederm/Restylane, Sculptra, Ultherapy, Fraxel,
laser resurfacing or laser hair removal.

FACIAL PLASTIC SURGERY ASSOCIATES
6655 Travis, Ste. 950 » 713.526.5665

DrAngelaSturm.com

7 - o
True Self Transitions ©
A Program for Fersonal Growth

Counseling for

< Individuals < Couples <+ Families % Groups

Enod Gray, LCSW, CSAT
3100 Edloe, Suite 290 | Houston, Texas 77027

www.trueselftransitions.com
enod@trueselftransitions.com

713.781.7272

Specializing in sex & love addiction, relationships, trauma & family of urigin issuas.
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with STDs and HIV/AIDS have complicated
citizens’ demand for more “care.” (A question
of values no one ever seems to ask: “Should
human health be a for-profit product?”)

Wilson points out that in America a “mar-
ket economy” turns almost everything into a
commuodity. She writes that G, Esping-Anders-
en's Three Worlds of Welfare Capitalism ©
takes three factors into account: ideological
differences of policymaking styles, political
structures, and patterns of class formation.”
When welfare is affected by commodification
and “divergent abilities to purchase these
goods, the response of the state is to decom
modify welfare, enabling citizens to acquire
basic needs from market forces”

Also impaeting the issue is the value of
strong labor movements in promoting equal-
ity, integration, and social participation; as
they are destroyed or limited, the state inter-
venes to ensure the welfare uf all citizens,

In a nation like the U.5., currently be-
ing pushed to the right by billions of dollars
'.|j||_|u'1\_§ to j'u.'du.l_'l.' EFovernment solutions (even
when citizens favor them), who or what is to
ensure all citizens are “cared for” in terms of
civil rights, needs, and health?

Finally, Wilson raises the question of the
pressures posed in all these various threads
by religious leaders. Certainly in the case of
LGBT citizens, fundamentalists are demand-
ing gays be put back in the closet. Meanwhile
the public doesn’t agree and favors a widen-
ing of gay rights. But if the society at large is
“non-caring,” this is unlikely, as shown by the
complacency of congressional leaders about in-
come inequality. Gay issues get pushed back by
much larger issues involving the whole society

Finally, Wilson points out that P. Norris
and R. Inglehart, in Sacred and Secular
Religion and Politics Worldwide, state that
anxiety seems to creale a demand for more
religion. They suggest that where economic
insecurity exists (e.g., loss of job, no job, low
pay) there is high religiosity. “High levels of
economic insecurity are experienced by many
sectors of 1.8 society, despite American af-
fluence, due to the cultural emphasis on the
values of personal responsibility, individual
achievement, and mistrust of big govern-
ment,” they state. This can limit the role of
public services and the welfare state in basic
matters covering all the working population
Thus, when socioeconomic insecurity is high,
then religiosity is also high and “the poor are
almost, twice as religious as the rich.”

This book is a must-read for anyone will
ing to delve into the many 1deas needed to
change attitudes toward gays in America,
and other concepts that can lint all ULS.
citizens in a variety of ways,

Highly recommended.

Kit van Cleave is a freelonce writer living
i Montrose. She has I,’Jf'h"l.'r.f'.~~'|i'.'-'r.J in local,
national, and international media.
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in Home Pet Hospice & Euthanasia | iz

Veterinarians

Say Goodbye in the
comfort of Home...
* In-home consultation

* Hospice Care

* Euthanasia

 Clay Paw Memorial Keepsake

* Grief Support

Dr. Christie Cornelius
1302 Waugh Dr.
Housion, TX. 77019
Ph: 713.452.0474
Fx: 281.605.5241

Find us on facebook

Daytime After-Hours &
Holiday Appointments Available

drearnelius@petslastwishes.com

MAINTENANCE

Momaorial Drivo

Allen Parkway

» State-of-the-Art Automotive
Repair Facility

* Mechanics Specialize in Both
Import & Domestic Vehicles

= Quality, Reliable and Professional
Service at Competitive Rates

+ Centrally Located with Immediate
Access to I-10 and Memorial
Dr/Allen Parkway

+ buaranteed Parts & Services

713 467-998°

Iatignat Instiutod for
i L AUTOMDODTIVE
- . SERVICE
EXCELLENCE

Monday - Friday 7am - Bpm

SKIN

-
Best Cosmetic
Renaissance | getcomse
LASE R CE NTE R 8 Years in a row!
Thank You
Dermal fillers can take years off, even decades: Out-Smarl Readers!
Eiving a natural, pleasant, and well rested look.

Dr. Barrios added volumsa to
patient’s upper & lower
cheeks and chin to
reverse the signs of aging

. Nen-Surgical

L] Immediate
lasting results

. Affordable Before

Wrinkles - Rosacea » Faclal Sagging
Acne (aclive &scars) = Face & Leg Veins
Laser Hair Removal

Baotox® = Restylane® - Radlesss® Octarta hsbpiialay
= 2 Barmios, MD Wright
Balotero® « Sculptra Medical anage
et Laser Tech

Call for your FREE Consultation |
713 942 SKIN (7546) D1, Barrios is-a Fellow of the

T West Gray St | American Sociely for Leser Medicine and Surgery &

Belwmen Montrose and Taft Amarican Acdamy of Azsthetic Medicine Membar

www.skinrenaissance.net

LESLIE
ORDAN &
VARLA JEAN

ZumE ME

- 713.315.2400 R ONLINE AT:
WWW.THEHOBBYCENTER.ORG
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DOES YOUR MONEY
WORK
AS HARD

You will spend upwards of 45 years working to suppart your lifestyle, provide
for your family, and set aside money for retirement. Doesn't it make sense

to make sure your maney is working as hard as you are? | offer thoughtful
and unbiased investment guidance designed to help you realize your financial
objectives. Call today for more information or to schedule

a consultation,

Wallstreet Texas s

WALLSTREET TEXAS
Richard Dickson, CFP", MBA - Vice President

5120 Woodway #3000 - Houston, TX 77056

(281) 953-2050
rickdickson@wallstreetiexas.com www wallsireettexas.com
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Best Eye Doctor

Congratulations as voted by OutSmart
20 Vears of “Great Vision!” Readers 2013

State-of-the-Art Medical Eye Care

Exams for glasses/contacts

Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD Cataract Surgery
Ophthalmology LASIK Surgery
Now Affiliated with Comprehensive Ophthalmology

HousTon EYE ASSOCIATES
5420 Dashwood, Suite 101, Houston, Tx 77081 www HoustanEye.com

NEW LOCATION BE19 W. Broadway, Suite 101, Pearland, TX 77584

713.668.9118 832.553.EYES (s:37)

Gordon E. Crofoot MD
Donald Harvey, PA-C

Internal Medicine & HIV

Houston's leading
LGBT healthcare providers

VOTED *GAYEST & GREATEST"
PHYSICIAN BY OUTSMART

3701 KIRBY DR | 713.526.0005 .N'CROFOOTMD.COM
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Ski WAUGH DRIVE @ D'AMICO | NEXT T0 GUAVA LAMP KR D

II
m continued from page 117

g Arts, Houston s I".:-!'r'- r : final venue for this won
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Always remember, what happens in the corners, stays in
the corners.

RPORSCOHE

Housfon Prass 2008

~

== Personal Boundaries &
51\ Effective Communication

| April 5, 2014 + 10am—-12noon
\' June 7, 2014 » 10am-12noon

TO REGISTER FOR CLASSES:
CaLL 713-529-4414 OR VIST WWW.LLU.COM

DENISE O'DOHERTY LPC, LMFT, LCDC, RN
3730 KIRBY DR., STE. 910 « HOUSTOMN, 77098
RELATION‘»HIPTHERAPISTRN CoOM
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Holding You Back?
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« Center HIV Support Group
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= Depression Blpular Suppo rt Group
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» Domestic Violence/Relationship Wellness Group
* EMBody: Introduction to Yoga
« EMBody: Mindfulness, Well-Being, Stress Reduction
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st iatiipassion and Great Results g o o S AR St of the art hair loss solutions.
Call or visit (mention this AD) R * HATCH's Transgender Support Group

v ! Tita'c and Speak Out for Youth
www.LifeSmiles.us ;}Z:.:f::,,‘g, -EAITC_H 'rTnuth é—:ru:p ) _

i 1 | = + Helping TransGenders Anonymo UppOTT Sroup s | FEPE ) o e I
Book your smile evaluation today! R a -pr5u§porrcmup T (xR Non-Surgical Derma-Graft |
venl ‘Beneficiaries *HIV Support Group Lunch Brunch » Customized Human Hair Wigs %

Lifesmiles by Dr. Randy Mitchmore » HIV Testing (Housion Area
HIV Testing (L

* HIV Testing (Planne

* Hair Loss Prevention:

L T ok o

remmx * HIV Testing (1homas Street C “Stop Hair Loss in its Tracks™
* Houston Pride Band b il = i
Rat Pack Attire Black Tie Optional » General Admission & VIP Tickets available * LGBT HIV+ Suppart Group * FUE Hair Transplantantion g

* LOAF (Leshia e Fifty) Meet and Greet
Log (abm Repuhllcans
* Long-Term Survivor’s Group for HIV+ Gay Men

1722'W ALABAMA STREET - HOUSTON, TX 77098 Buy tickets online at www.Outrea chu_“it‘e'd.glg

+ National Leather Association-Houston Let Us ”L‘]p You Look As Good As You Feel H\ RL‘ILEiI'Ith_'
* Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays = o 0y . WTs o |
PELAG otcton Or Recreating Your Natural Look!

* Queer Book Club
Ryan White Planning Council

+ Share with PFLAG Houston Call to Schedule Your Free Scalp Evaluation, Receive
* Share with the Clear Lake satelhlt- nIPFLnG Houston ) ] N I ¥ T
rofessional * Southern Country (free danc Your Free Report on “The 3 Ways to Replace Your Hair
2L ,;"L‘r ) * SPRY (LGBT persons age 60 |'u1 I\IJ-= ) : E Y :
7T ALLApCld L * Triple D: Dykes, Dinner, and Discussion and a bottle of specially formulated Hair Loss shampoo.

« WHAM! whlnle Health Action Management

m O S S G g e El:n'::ﬂTES::ufv?ruspuf Sexual Assault Support
bodywor k ook v 4950 Bissonnet St. Suite 120
Bellaire. TX 77401
GLBT CRUISES & TOUR EVENTS {7|3) 669-0031

{AN s
T, NOMT, Il Reiki T MAGE ENHANCEMENT C www.Apollolmage.Net

sports

swedish

aeep tissue

Rt E B \ K N PROVIDING PROFESSIONAL & RESPONSIBLE
reik 5 e > e )
o | =~ " LEGAL GUIDANCE TO THE LGBT COMMUNITY.

* General Practice/Family Law

* Mediation FREE

* Wills, Trusts, Estates, Probate

‘oted one of

hirloool et h . i * Guardianships SO-mmute
Ay IIEII' * sauna * wmripool * huge outdOUTRIOOIRT patio e ’ . . P
4 : ot ey e, * Power of Attorney/Durable Power of Attorney |I'1|tla|
- ”Uﬁr‘ﬁwg roorfSRgbckers = full gr\.r_m guest:membarshijfsVailableggRe gl -outsmart magazine JON LOHMAN * Living Will/Advance Directive GOﬂSUitahOﬂ
Evening/Weekend/Off-site  * Civil/Criminal Representation
TH E CLU B HOUSTON '7" 3 269 7926 appointments available * Prenuptial/Cohabitation A(}.’[‘_’."}IHF‘_HL"\ W ocircan n

' = LOHMAN LAW FIRM PLLC « 5322 W. Beliforl Ste, 11 1 * Houstan, TX 77035
‘'www.AquafestCruises.com o 71317144 v ,

on + [719)339-4908 » mi-h-llh.u-
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Photos by
Dalton DeHart

MYSTERY AND
FANTASY MARDI GRAS
PARTY 2014 - LIMELIGHT

February 23

HERITAGE GALA|

June 13, 2014

AIDS WALK 2014 -
AIDS FOUNDATION

tngliarth You are invited to Pride Houston's inaugural black tie event...

All proceeds will fund an endownment for a new LGBT museum in Houston.
March 9

The evening will include:

= Open bar for the entire Gala”
Seated full course dinner

= Special guest hosts and speakers
= Entertainment by DJ/Artists

= Silent Auction

= VIP Pre-Reception

Crystal Ball Room - Rice Hotel Tickets now available!
Dress code: Black Tie & Fabulous Individual Ticket: $125
VIP Ticket: $225 EI
For more information, visit: tndividisland orporite
\\'\\-'\-'\'.])l'ld&']l(ll!ﬂl()ll.UI';.‘, tables available

#keepitlocal

BRINGIN' IN THE GREEN 2014
- THE MONTROSE CENTER

Ei:.-

g

March 14
pRDUD SPONSQ{P

CELEBRATING
* All ages are welcomi to attend, but guest 0“l'qmal1
i en e weloomi to attend, but guests
pust be 21 op older o consume alechol Sy St mvE“Rs ,.'.‘“"'f'-".
= HOUSIDIN S L =)
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GLBT CRUISES & TOUR EVENTS

aniio

=

Phatos by
Dalton DeHart

-

i

~d
ca;

Award Winning Largest & Best GLBT Private Group Event!

A o 20N 12F=o4
== LIn-.- =T

VICTORY FUND - 2014 .
CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH & i
HILTON AMERICAS

March 16 [l

thers Urg

2014

aIIoweenCr /ﬁ\

MONTROSE S|
| SOFTBALL LEAGUE
i OPENING DAY 2014

25 - November 1, 2014

k- roundtrlp from Houston, TX | -
: . 3
' Private Group Event Includes: e Norwegl an Jewel .

- $1,000 Costume Prize o uston TX - Cozumel, Mexica
' - Top GLBT Entertainment City, Trujlll Ho d'“ ras

| - Private Gay Disco with

| DJMichael Kessler

' - Group Dining

' - Optional Beach Party

‘ - Nightly Shows and Gatherings

. & much, much more...

AQUAFEST EVENTS ARE PRIVATE FOR
AQUAFEST BOOKED GUESTS ONLY!

March 23

CALL TODAY: (800) 592-9058
www.AquafestCruises.com




MASSAGE & BODYWORK

Reward Yourself

A NIGE TOUCH, RELAXATION
OF BODY AHD MIND BY

LEE

832.978.7017

UGl

, ANT

WEST HEIGHTS HOUSE i
GLBT SHELTER-AHCH, Inc.

Seeks donations of canned goods
and/or rummage

Tax deductible. 501({c)3 non profit ong SWEDISH MASSAGE
Established in 1554 | st
wwaw.ahchincwebs.com DEEPTISSUE

MICE TOUCH

7]3.864.1795

THE BEST MASSAGE
IN HOUSTON
» GALLERIA AREA »

- -
In & Out Calls Welcome

281.804.8027

W here=
Evergyocne rs
Welcosme!

BEST MALE MASSAGE

THERAPIST 2013

Helpline 713-48P-FLAG
vy pTlaghouston.org

W E DNf‘\E’IﬂyHIhHT
cmﬁt' Meil 530 pm

CLEANING./MAID SERVICE
Dexter’s
5 Star Service oo
Doing the chores you hate to do , ZEEF&M
il 713.542.0426
sl Mot s ZeppELINMASSAGE.COM

Designated Driver
House/Pet Sitting or Just ask!

Bob Samora 832/252-1961
creative » professional
reliable - detailed - flexible

COMPUTER SERVICES

Tmuhleshaonng
Tune-ups - Tumrlals

PC HEIJ[_!"!HETEl:h
832.496.9246

Houston, TX 77018
www.timmassage.com

126 AFRIL 2014 OutSmartMagazinecon

HﬁSSMiE & BODYWORK

LL OR TEXT
832-322-9509
Open 7 days a Week

\

= Sports
+ Deep Tissuve

« Relaxation

Now in -
Houston

YOYO - 713-825-5649

NOW HIRING
MALE MASSAGE THERAPISTS
Established spa has full and part-time
positions available for licensed ma
massage therapists, Full and part- llnﬂ
positions available. Flaxible hours and
a great work environment. Call Barry at
Awesome Massage & Spa 1o scheduls
an interview, 62

MASSAGE & BODYWORK

SSage THerapy
BEEp TISSUE » SWEDISH

H

RDBERT RMT
[7T13] 824-6230

www.sites.google.com/site/robertrmt

GALVESTON PROPERTIES

1428 23rd
Circa 1913, Mediterranean-styla.
4 bdrm, with 2 apartments.
Zoned Retaill. 449,500

1905 Broadway
Circa 1904, Six sets of pocket
deors, 2 fireplaces
Zoned Commercial $339,500

1002 Sealy
19800, old carner store

Circa

vacalion rental: $165,000
David Bowers, Realtor
409-763-2800

david @davidbowers.com

RELOCATION/MOVING?
FREE INFORMATION
The Mation's Top Gay Realtors Offer a
FREE ation Kit + Free Buyers Rep-
resentation! Buying, Selling, Relocating?
Choose Your Agent Or-ling at:
www. GAYREALESTATE com
No Cost or Ob on
1-888-420-MOV

* NO STREAKING

. * NO ORANGE TONE

-
|+ 100% NATURAL APPEARING
* SPECIAL GROUP téﬂi% !

"« WE COME 1O YOU

SERVICES

Specializing in Men's Body Waxing
Full or par ody wax — 75% less painful than
regular wax procedures, Guyzillians (male
Brazilians) and other body grooming services
offered. Guaranteed privacy and discretion, By
appointment only. Call T13/600-1027. Visit my
websile al thewaxmasier.co

FIArTL L IIVE

ALL ACCESS FREE TRIAL!

713.590.9090

other cities 1.877.510.3344

1000 255.5757 §25/100min hardiinechat.com

MARHETPLA(E AD RATES
r the May 2

014 Issue. For rates/info, call T13/520-7237 ext. 10

* All the amenities of home.
| L . * Ideally situated in the
(:‘ ) C—w\ }}f(’/’.}f’ ¥ Montrose-Midtown area
— + Much more affordable than
v downtown hotel room.

NEED A PIED-A-TERRE?

When business or pleasure brings you
to Houston for a month or more,
why not make L'Emerson your address?

lom Fricke, Proprictor

210 Emerson Street » Houston, Texas 77006
www.LEmerson.net

Hot 'n horny hookups.

OR

SVERSATILE

Join
for FREE
Get 5 Days

Unlimited
access

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

TO HELP PET OWNERS WITH HEALTH CHALLENGES

KEEP THEIR COMPANION PETS

%

WWW.THEPETPATROL.ORG

281.733.7696

PETPATROLPARTNERS@SBCGLOBAL.NET

pet patrolfZ

A PEOPLE PET PARTNERSHIP

QutSmartMagazinecom APRIL 2014 127



Current

OutSmart Advertisers

Get your business listed here. Call 713/520-7237 ext 10 for details.

—__ ACCOMMODATIONS
'Emerst san Bnrpnra te Lndgung
= LEmerson,net

UNT&NTSIBDOKHEEPERSF CPAS

Galyl'-'l Gritz, CPA
5310 Katy Fwy, 5te 310

L T15/T84-3030

Adam & Eve Stores
1111 Westheimer.. ... i
25701 1-45 North
17531 Hwy 249

713/521-2326
298-0069
469-0619

Lalf
Execufive Adult Video Superstore & Theater
14002 NW Fwy .......... . 713/462-5152

Squirt.com
squirt.com

ADVERTISING
QutSmart Magazine
140

6 Audubon ~T13/520-7237

—_AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING
Newport Alr
newportair.net
Tejas Alr

.281/B08-8630

832(287-6117
_ALARM/SECURITY SERVICES

Lakewood Alarm
LakewoodAlarm.com

APARTMENTS/LEASING/LOCATORS

The Shavelson
6800 Shavelson
ARTISTS/ART GALLERIES/MUSEUMS
Archway Gallery

2305 Dunlavy 713/522-2409
Jumper Maybach Fine Art

713/568-3181

.-281/660-1382

Jumpermaybach.com....... T13/703-1350
___ASTROLOGER
l|II',.I Hoddy Astrology
3

ATTORMEYS/LEGAL SERVICES
Gonzalez Olivieri LLC
gonzalezolivienlic.com ...
Jon Lohman

5322 W. Bellfort, Ste. 111 13/ 714-4600
Katine & Nechman LLP

1111 N Loap W, Suite 180 T13/B08-1000
Law Office of Angéligue Montes

713/481-3040

AMONTes|aW. COM...es e s B3 3TB-T 7B
Law Offices of Caro Kinsella
ckinsellalaw.com..... A 954/304-2243
Moore and Hunt Attorneys al Law
MooreandHunt.com.... ~T13/522-4282

Clyde Williams, Attornay

. T15/236-0064

PAUTDMDIWE REPAIRS
Tech Auto Mainlenance

37 Waugh.. 713/863-8244
_____ AUTOMOTIVE SALES
Mwlntaqe BMW/Midtown

21N San Jacinto @ Gray 713/289-1200

Knapp Chevralet

815 Houston Ave
Momentum Mini

10000 SW Fwy

Porsche of West Houston
11830 Katy Fwy ... Houston.ParscheDealer.com

713/ 446-6691

BO0/S57-5574

~ BAKERIES/CUSTOM CAKES
Acadian Bakers

604W, Alabama... .o T13/520-1484
What's the Dccasion? Emah\m Cakery
WhatsTheOccasionCakery.com . 852/273-1840
Who Made The Cake
WhoMadeTheCake.com... . 713/528-4719

"CARPET CLEANING

Garpet Touch
CarpetTouch.com ............

il _CATERING SERVICES
Chateau Polonez Event Venue
Chateaupolonez.com

- 281/89632-4000

. 281/655-56560

12B APRI

Jim Benton of Houston Catering

2811 Eastman. 713/802-2860
(HURCHES 'SPIRITUAL CENTERS

Bermg Memorial United Methodist

1440 Harold T13/526-1017

Living Mosaie Church

4920 Cullen

Resurrection MGG

2025 W lth s 713/861-9149

5t Paul's United Methodist Church

5501 Main T13/528-0527

CLEANING SERVICES

Elite Home Clean Up

elitehomecleanup.com e 1 13/239-0241

Perfection Plus

B32/659-0686

713/664-9911

____ CLOTHING
S0HO Helghts
1043 Studewood

COMMUNITY/ NDNPRUFIT
Bayou City Performing Arts
BayouCityPerformingArts.org
Bering Support Network
T13-526-1017, ext. 20

13/868-8910

Brilliant Lecture Series
BrilliantLectures.org
Bunnies On The Bayou
e BunniesOnTheBayou.org
Houstion Pride Band

713/528-4719

HoustonPrideBand.org
Pride Houston ...... ideHouston org

COMPUTERS/INTERNET/IT SERVICES

Computer Wiz

117 Durham, Ste 110 715/979-4500
Copy.com
1201-F Westheimer 713/528-120
— DAY SPAS
Helena's Wax & Day Spa
5721 Winsome Lane 713/954-5400

DRUGS/PHARMACY

ﬂ.vll‘!Ph:Ir-l'n:l!:y com

713/489-4562

EDUCATION/TRAINING
HCC Coleman College
b ~~LolemanLonnection.org
HGC Interior Design
Central HCCS.edu/iDesign

ENTERTAINMENT/NIGHT LIFE
Alley Theatre
AlleyTheatre.org ...... . T13/220-5700
Bayou City Concert Musicals
.. BayouCityConcertMusicals.org
Esayuu t;uty Bar & Grill

2409 Gramt BayouCityBar.com
Eagle Houston

213 Milam 13/2%6-B777
F*Bar

202 Tuam FRARHouston. com

Galveston.com A e i
888/ GAL-ISLE

Gnnrgp '.“mmlry Sp:mq Bar

617 Fairview .......... e T3/ 528-B102
Grand 1894 Gucm Hnu:.e

TheGrand.com 800/821-1894
Guava Lamp

570 Waugh 713/524-3359

Hobby Center
TheHobbyCenter.org
Houston Grand Opera
HoustonGrandOpera.org/out ... 713/228-6737
JR's/Santa Fe

BOB PACHIC. ... oo 11352152519
Meteor

1306 Genespee

Montrose Mining Gompany
805 Pacific

Neon Boots

11410 Hempstead Hwy
Obsidian Arl Space
3522 Whate Oak Dr......

- 113/515-2400

713/521-0123
J13/529-7488
neanbootsclub com

obsidianartspace.org

2014  DulSmartMagazine.com

One Mighty Weekend
Driando 2014 OneMightyWeekend.com
Ranch Hill Saloon

24704 |-45 N/Spring.... ... . 281/2598-9035

Rudyard's

2010 Waugh... . T13/521-0521
Society for Ithuiurrmnn.&rts
SPAHOUSION.ONE...coeiaissiamieronisnss 113 22T-47 72
South Beach

810 Pacific ... . weia £ 13/ 5297623

Theater LaB Houston
theaterlabhouston.com

Theatre Under the Stars

J15/868-7516

TUTS.com.. i . T15/558-TUTS

drd Coast Downtown

2416 Postothice, Galvestan 409/ 765-6911

Tnny'q Corner Pocket

BI7 W Dallas 832/ 722-71658
FINANCIA FLNN!NE’BRNNS

chhdrrl Dickson/Wallstreet Texas
5120 Woodway, Ste 9000 281/953-2050
Midtown Financial/Grace Yung

5355 Alabama, 5te 230.. 71335

FITNESS CLUBS/PERSONAL TRAINERS
Anytime Fitness

1102 Yale 713/869-3222
Club Houston
3205 Fanmin

Fit Athistic Glub

71%/6549-4998

FitHouston.com T13/STAYFIT
Houston Gym

1501 Durham 113/880-915
= FLORISTS

Glenwood Weher

GlenwoodWeberDesign com T13/360-628

FOOD & SPIRITS
B.J Hooker's Vodka
/ facebook.com/bjhookersvodka
Bud Light
Budlight com
Ketel One Vodka
Facebook com ketelon
Spec's
specsonling.com 888/526-8787
) FI.._INERRL _IJIF!ECTORS
Earthman Fungral Directors

EarthmanBellaire com T13/667-6505
Pat H. Foley & Go. Funeral Home
1200 W 34th 713/B69-626]

CRFIDEN_,-'NURSER\’ SUPPLY

Buchanan's Native Plants
611 E 1ith i L T13/861-5702
Joshua’s Native Plants & Garden Anliques
504 W. 18th F13/B62-7444

"HAIR RESTORATION
Apollo Image Enhancement Center
4950 Bellaire 113/669-00%)

HﬂlﬂjNAlL MAKE-UP SALONS
Green Apple Salon
719 West Gray s 713/520-0500
N.U Cuts Hair Salon
St TIMEer. ..o e 113 /5247858

Mario Salazar
facebook.com/mariosalazar thehairlab............
A32/443-RADS

HEARING AIDS/SERVICES
Bellone Audivlogy/Hearing Aids
1509 W,18th, Ste B e B32/426-2982

HEALTH CARE-CHIROPRACTIC

Kirby Health & Wallnass/Kennath W. Lester, D.C.

1603 Shepherd ........... e T13/526-5252

_HEALTH CARE-COUNSELING/ THERAPY
'I'ulw Carroll, LMSW-ACP

1006 MiSSOUN .cocoiens 713/527-0000
D. "Woodja™ Flanigan, MS, LPA
2600 5W Fwy, Ste 409

Enod Gray, LCSW, CSAT-S, CGP
5100 Edloe, Ste 230 ~T13/781-7272
O, Daniel Garza, MD

2323 Shepherd, Set 805

Dr, Barry F. Gritz, MD

230 Westcott, S1e 210....ceerveee

T15/589-9804

261/610-8190

713/869-7400

Ken Mcleod, LCSW, ACSW
5909 W Loop S, Ste 480 ...
Montrose Baunsulmg Center

115/628-1776

401 Branard . - T13/529-0037

Denise 0" I]nhert]r, LPE. LMFT. LCOC, RH

3730 Kirby, Ste 910..cccvemierinenn 7135248525

Robert Snellgrove, LMSW-ACP

4617 Montrose, Ste C206............ 713/522-7014

Christine Wysong

250 Westcott. Ste 210............... 713/ 869-7400
HEALTH CARE-DENTISTS

Bayou City Smiles/Marcus de Guzman, DDS
4000 Washingtan 713/518-1411
Bristles/Shirley H. Parikh, DDS

701 Shepherd, Ste. 102................. 181/506-0539
FLOSS, Justin Crockett, DDS;
Justin Ramsey, DDS

107 Yale, Ste 300

FLOSS, Dianna Wilde, DDS

.. 832/900-207)

514 Elgin, Ste A.. L T13/942-0000
Cory Logan, DDS
530 Waugh 713/942-8598

LifeSmiles by Randy Mut..hmnm pos

1722 W. Alabama 713/592-9300
Bruce W. Smith, DDS
1006 Missourn

HEALTH CARE-OPHTHALMOLOGISTS
Houston Eye Associates
Stewarl Zuckerbrod, MD
5420 Dashwood, Ste 101
Joffe Medi-Canter
5420 W Loop 5
—_HEALTH CARE-OPTOMETRISTS
Boutique Eye Care
2502 Woodhead
Eye Contact
2055 Westheimer T13/52(
Eye Elegance
3939 Monlro
Eye lelen

713/529-4364

713/668-9118

866/ 685-6994

13/528-2010

Eye to Eye

132 W 19th T15/864-B822
Kevin Katz 0D, /Texas State Optical
www, T50Calveston.com............ 409/ 763-6300

Spectaclies on Montrose
1317 Montrose, Ste 2
_H'EAJETH CARE-PHYSICIANS

Oct.lmu Barrios, MD

7 West G i T3/
...-Spm--'l ||-ﬂhv..1~, , 281/54
Gordon Crotaot, MD
Dannie Harvey, MPAS, PA-C

713/529-3937

7546
2-5400

3700 Kirby, Ste 1230 713/5
MeClung Clinic/Tony 5. McClung, MD

1213 Hermann, Ste 520 T13/528-3444
M. Sandra Scurria, MD

6565 West Loop South, Ste 300.. 281/661-5901

HEALTH CARE-PLASTIC SURGERY

Facial Plastic Surgery Associales

£655 Travis, Ste 900... ~ T13/526-5665
HEALTH ca_g__f__Puula_T_ms_T_s_

Your Total Foot Care Specialist/ Jim Jacobs, DPM

KatyFootCare.com ......... 281/395-3338

HEALTH CARE-SERVICES/PRODUCTS

Houston Area Community Services /HACS

2150 W 18th St T13/426-0027

Legacy Community Health Services

215 Westheimer 713/820-3000

Ryan White Planning Council

RWPCHouston.org,...

Total Mutrition

2625 Louisiana, Ste D .. T13/942-9779

174 Yale, Ste 200 ..., 715/ BBO-3688

HEALTH CARE-SKIN CARE
Heights Dermatology & Aesthetic Center/
Alpesh Desai, MD
2120 Ashland T3/ 864-2650
Skin Renaissance Laser/Octavio Barrios, MD
507 West Gray 113/942-7546

13/572-3784

__HEALTH-HOME HEALTH CARE

Patient Caregivers
1405 Edloe, Ste. 210, T13/227-3448

_HEALTH CARE-UROLOGISTS

McClung Clinic/Tony S. McGlung, MD

1213 Hermann, Ste 520 e 113/528-3444

HOME FURNISHINGS/ACCESSORIES

Coda in the Heights

LR [ D + T13/864-4411

Eclectic Home

345 W, 19th.,. ..,

E&G Amish

Egamishfurniture.com...............,

Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams

1091 Westheimer

HOME/REMODELING/CONSTRUCTION

iold Star Design & Construction

oldstardesignandconstruction.com
~-281/832-5163

713/869-1414
281/277-0385

.B32(397-5150

Justin Gordon Homes
ustinGordonHomes.com
Metro Remodeling Systems
WetroRemodelingSystems.com.832/h88-9256

_INSURANCE AGENCIES/AGENTS

David Lorms/Farmers
TC lester & Loop 610. 713/688-B669

713/670-4848

Rob Schmerler Insurance Agency/Farmers/
Rob Schmerler
5575 W Loop §, Ste 185
Patrick Torma/State Farm
1329 Telephone, Ste B
JEWELERS

W. Marks Jewelers

841 Bellaire ...
Past Era Antigue Jewelry

133 West Alabama....... 713/621-3433
Stiverlust

713/ 6617700

832/849-4311

1153/668-5000

138-C Westheimer 713/520-5440
~_ LANDSCAPING/LAWN
A.J).'s Landscaping & Design, Ing,.

AlsLam
Lawn Serulces nf Houston
ywinServices of Houston.com....713/502-

ping.com 7153/957-0445

Glenwood Weber
JlenwoodWeberDesign.com TE3/360-628]
 LOCKSMITHS
Trifecta Lock
trifectalock.com
MASSAGE THERAPISTS
Alan Davidson, AMT/Essential Touch
T15/942-0823

a44/TRI-LOCK

Ayan Fugate, RMT
tyanMassageWorks.com T13/269-T926

Joel Leal, RMT

AR NN ) TE L e
Massage Heights
MassageHeights.com/houston

Wi
Helax Houston/Massage by Armando
B32/322-95008

_PASSPORT/VISA SERVICES
1 Slars Visas and Passporis
aslarsvisas.com ..

—_ PEST CONTROL S ﬁﬂr'l'c_{'fi.
Andy's All Star Pest Control

PET SERVICES& SUPPLIES
Aguarium World

5157 Northwest Fary

Hampshire Mobile Vet

713/329-9989

{fampshiremobilevet.com .......... 832/767-8693
ast Wishes/Animal Hospice
302 Waugh ......... e e 1 13/452-0474

otus Pet Sitting
latuspetsittinghouston com ...

West Alabama Animal Clinlc
030 W, Alabama...........

PHDTUGRQPHEH_S
Lalton DeHart Phl:ltogrm:uh',I
DaltonDehart.com...
fvonne Feece Fhu-h:lg ra phy
VONNEfERCe. COM e

PLUMBING

713/542-0465

T13/528-081

7 13/622-2202

832/876-1053

U-Plumb-it
1428 MODIIOSE | iineiisanmscniisiisasinis TIF /G2

-~
)
)
P
"
=]
-~
)

Village Plumbing & Appliance
SARNKichy o

POOL/POOL SERVICES
Pools by James
e 713/822-2531

PRINTING/COPY CENTERS

Copy.com
1201-F Westheimer 13

1201

"REAL ESTATE-MORTGAGE/TITLE
Academy Mortgage/Cody Grizzoffi
601 Sawyer, Ste 660..........umeren B32/541-1103
Republic Mortgage/Robert M. Spiegel
2121 Sage Road, Ste140......... 713/961-5363

REAL ESTATE-REALTORS

Bob Beszhorn/Boulevard Realty
1545 Heights ..o 281/650-2726
David Bowers/The House Company/Galveston
David @ DavidBowers.com 409/763-2800
Steve Ciapi/Coldwell Banker

ek 713/392-2830
Terre Cofiman/Coldwell Banker

TerreCoffman.com 713/866-7805
Mﬂu: Copenhaver/ReMax Metro

6 RIchmond .........ereerseiee B32-415-R484
KarLrl Deln"ﬂuullw ard Rwluu
545 Heights... 713/875-7050

Robert Derr/Boulevard Realty
1545 Heights e 713/B75-7049
Pamela Efferson / Keller Williams Roalw

5050 Westheimer, Ste 200

Jeremy Fain/Greenwood King Prupi-me\

F15/677-4557
Allen Frieze / Keller Willlams Realty
5050 Westheimer, Ste 200 832/419-996%9

Raymond Garcia/The Reyna Group
har.com/RaymondAGarcia 113/885-3239
Richard Hill /Keller Willlams
richardhill.com i 713./861-5494
Bobbie Jones/H & Co. LLG
71135/681-5666 i Fi
Wade Knight/Martha Turner Propertias
WadeKnight.com 713-582-0264
Debbie Levine/Greenwood King Properties
Ll . T13/942-6857
Lynetie Lew/Gary Greene
Lynetielew.com
Chip Mnxﬂ'!ellw Wllllal'll‘.

715/582-2202

ChipMaxeyProperties.com 713/ 113-4692
Vinod Ramani/Urban Living Realtors
5023 Washington......... 713/668-71256

Realm Real Estate
832/549-0282
ﬂlrhard Ra]n.mnn [Jaugrmny Reallors

520 Post O o Lol ~T13/351-46
Marc Ruiz/ReManx Mr:trn
2626 Richmond 832/415-8484

Tum Schwenk/The House Enmpmy
eHouseCompany.com

Tim Surratt/Greenwood King

5-57-2309

T13/320-5881

U'J Tr:anmrllr.wJuP' |li!I'I1IJI'HL, Realty
1802 Broadway/Galveston 409/765-9837
Pat Walker/Keller Williams Really
5050 Westheimer, Ste 200.......... 713/412-6682
Andy Weber/John ﬂaugherw Realtms
520 Post Oak T13/724-4308
Anthony Upton Properties
anthonyuptonproperties.com ... 713/528-0050

__ REAL ESTATE SERVICES
Chicago Title Inner Loop
ChicagaTitizlnnerLoop.com L T15/818-7000
TexasT Home lnspu:lmn LLE

~B32/588-26938

RESTAURANTS/COFFEE/WINE BARS
Auntie Chang's Dumpling House

2621 Shepherd Dr., Suite 290.....713/5
Beifrut Fine Lebanese Cuisine

4105 Washington .......... beirutrestaurantix.com
DUA

1201 Westheimer, Ste B .............. 713/524-5664
1308 Cantina

1308 MONIIOSE .o iorensgrrsrarriosses
The Bird & The Bear

2810 Wasthaimer ... —ee

4-8470

2B81/807-B4996

T13/528-2473

LT13/224-DRIP{3747)

Brick & Spoon
1312 W, Alabama ...
Gafe Brussels
1718 Houston AVE. .......cmsene 1 13] 222-68996
Gharivari w1 13/522-7054
2521 Bagby o T13/521-7231

Crossroads at House of Blues J‘—!&L——E-VIENTS UEN“ES

1204 Caroline.. 832/667-779 f_’!’d“‘—ﬂl' PlT‘U"EZ
Danton's _hateaupolonez.com.

1611 Montrose SPECIALTY REW
Dessert Gallery Light Bulbs Unlimited
DessertGallery.com

1203 Westheimer
Giacomo's ltalian Restaurant

1215 T13/522-1934 Yy SUNGLASSES
Thc Sunglass Shnppc

[;_Im.'ﬁ 8 0 . ) Houstan Galleria..........

2616 Louisiand ...........GlormasRestaurants.com

JsnnPaNoodte Houss Aemorial City Mall
BANI'S F us = o
31115 Shepherd.. Willowbrook Mall ..o

2027 Post Oak
602 E20th....
La Mexicana

1018 Fairview St ...,

Sylvia's Enchilada Kitchen
. B32/530-4957 6401 Woodway .......n
12637 Westheimer.
Tila's Restaurante & Bar
1111 S Shepherd ...

- 713/334-7295
2B1/675-8300

. 2B1/655-5656
713/807-8889

713-522-9999 .7113/521-0330

. 113/993-9933
T13/467-2141
s 281/955-2560
~TI3/621-4200 T YANNING SALONS

713/862-3344 Eclipse Tanning
415 Westheimer

113/320-6611
TELEPHONES/CELL/WIRELESS

T15/521-0963

Laurenz - -
1412 Washington T13/880-5111 Premier Wireless
Maine-ly Sandwiches 12220 Murphy. .. 281/575-8500

MainelySandwiches com . T13/942-2150

Sty TRAVEL/TRAVEL AGENCIES

Aguafest GLBT Cruises

415 W, Gra 713/528-2887 A
2 3 ¥ g T1%=28 265 AgquafestCruises.com B00/592-9058
Ouisie’s Tahlr' .
3919 San Felipe NY/SIRII64 Concierge Travel, Inc
Pizza L'V : e 4920 Mimosa... T13/661-2117
izza L'Vino -
544 Watgh T13/526-1000 Gayribbean Gruises
e e 877/560-8318

GayribbeanCruises.com

WEIGHT LOSS CLINICS _
Dr. B-Fit/ Octavio Barrios, MD

Pizzeria Solario

3333 Weslayan

Potovina Italian Café

4500 Washington Ave

Red Pier Vietnamese Bistro

T13/892-8100

.T13/861-1042

Milam, Ste 6C ... 713-807-
]H_r-fva?‘l-m.'lan Restaurant T Thank you for supporting
T Missourt St T3 /52953450 *
iy OutSmart advertisers.
2010 Waugh713/521-0521 Please be sure to tell them

Ruggles Green
Rugglesgreen.com 713/533-0777

you saw their ad in OutSmart.

Right now is the perfect opportunity to be proud of whio
you are; to be compassionate to yourself and to others;
and to show gratitude to those you love and truly appreciate.
Thank you again to my OutSmart readers for voting
me best astrologer again for all of these many years.”

Voted BEST ASTROLOGER
by OutSmart Readers

LILLY RODDY

k' (T A el br
Co Jo T v T o

ASTROLOGER

Q0000

as” LT Y st

PERSONAL, RELATIONSHIP,
and BUSINESS READINGS

» Past Life Regressions
< Reiki Master

; Astrology Tape Series

Consultations by
Appointment Only

GIFT CERTIFICATES = CREDIT CARDS

713.529.5842

lillycath@aol.com » www.lillyroddy.com
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L TUES-SAT, 4P-24, SUN1P-24, BAYOUCITYBAR COM, 2408 GRANT

| Saturdaysi&\Wednesdayj

Largest Gay Pool Tournament at Bpm

;'

' Your Country Sports Bar
Open Pool

|

l

$1.00 Well Vodka
Gpm 9-Bail

Sund ay :._prn

HOURS Mon-Sat 7am-2 ‘:21:11 Tables

www.GeorgesCountrySportsBar.com

1617 Fairview » Houston, Texas - 713.528.81(2

i - 10P

There’s always something go
1onv's  TONY’S CORNER POCKE
"00';:!'@ Nightly Specials - Call for Details

&% Cold Beverages & Hot Guysd

817 W. Dallas » 713/571-7870
Ample Secure Parking

RANCH HILL SAI.OON

HoMme oF THE COLDEST BEER
& Tre WARMEST WELCOME

@ JOIN US FOR @

Texans Foolball Sundays

Voted One of the Best Places 10 2- Sva
& One of the Best Bars - 2012-2

OPEN DAILY IPM-2AM ranchhill.com 281-298-96035

MOST SUPPORTIVE OF THE
F LGBT COMMUNITY

boutigue clubbing

faceboak camicomegelgorgeons

202 TUAM | 21+ | 713522 FB&RAm FBARHOUSTON.com

Winner of over 50 AWARDS to date, including BEST GAY BAR and BEST DRAG BAR!

130 APRIL 2014 OutSmartMagazine.com

Bar & Club Guide

Houston

CROCKER BAR

13 ENTERTMNMENT

CLUB 2020

GEORGE

CLUB CRYSTAL

If you want to drink, that’s your business.

If you want to stop, that's ours.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

Hundreds of meetings a week in your area.

Call (713) 686-6300 or visit www.aahouston.org
For general information visit: www.aa.org

Where El/eryahe
s Welcome!
Helpline: 713-46P-FLAG

PFL AG www.pflagh ‘

SUPPORT + EDUCATION + ADVOCACY

WHM“S up: Startmg thelr fourth fabulous year,
F*Bar continues to offer a great calendar fea-
1urmg the Dreamgirls & Legends ® »* on Iuesda','

enings, and award-winning DJs Joe Ross on Frig
days and Sundays and Tad Dvorak on Saturdaysi
And it’s perfect patio weather!

GUAVA LAMP

IR'S BAR & GRILL

METEOR

MICHAEL'S DUTPOST

MONTROSE MINING COMPANY

NEON BOOTS DANCEHALL & SALOON

tead Hwy » neonbootsclul

PEARL LOUNGE

his LGET-Inendly lounge i open under “fa i Inagement In the
st e i) y T
steak night ta appearar i | o |
KEBE. Dnnk specalsand more, 4216 Washingtor
THE RIPCORD

15 well-kept, milt-r e bar for men and the

At ke | |
| eather pi I widing E [

5 Falr ripcord com
RUDYARD'S

e edectic British pub i ke Is (ra vell 3
the b Mo en Il 1 i ng |
s | th i [ i} L

SOUTH EEJ—'&CH
|| mega-d

FRecent event photos on
the website:

Montrose Softhall League

VIVIANA'S

Beaumont

ORLEANS STREET PUB AND PATIO

Bryan/College Station

I=0nDeHa rl.can;-

Need a professional photographer for your special
event? Call Dalton at (713) 622-2202.

Gimmie OSMI

You can pick up the print version of
OQurSmart magazine the first week of each
: Pog : month at any one of our 350 distribution
/Bl Its new “urban chic” look maintains i partners. Below are just a few.

HALO VIDEO BAR

Galveston

3RD COAST DOWNTOWN

Rudyard's
2010 Waugh = 71006
Re/MAX Cityview

7909 Baldwan S1. « TT006

HEIGHTS
Total Nufrition
174 Yale = 77007

Clayton Boone
State Farm Ins.

Giacamo's
3215 Westheimer = 77098

Spring

Maine-ly Sandwich
{0745 M. Frwy, » T7037

RANCH HILL SALOON

Spec’s
1033 West By Area Bivd
= [T550
GALVESTON

Muosquito Cafe
628 14th Street = 7755
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Phatos by
Dalton DeHart

Richard Holt, Texas State Rep yricl
Rep. Mark Takano ¢ F 20

Steven Scarborough, Michael Crowder, Jennie Rebecca Ste-  Eric Liston, Meleah Jones, Lee Yawitz, Ann Robi-
In

phtnson Chris lohnson ar ‘\-!ama F1|rh1nln. it Fresh Arts  son, and JD Dayle at Montro
2014 The & Ball" at Silver Street Studios on March 7. the Green 2014 on March 14

fjfﬂ

Ruben Galvan, Kelly Yuun;, George Laur..lsler Counci or Annise D. Parker and First
rmember Mlke Laster, and Houston D e rAnna bard celebrating their recent marnag
it AIDS Walk 2014 for AIDS F ..":J;:" n ist 3 aind friends at eception held on March

Daryl & Tim, Michael Salinas (the best costume winner),
Mystery & Fantasy President Scott Miller, and Ken Simons at member)

and Rodrigo Zuniga at the Diana Fo
the 2014 Mystery and Fantasy Ma li Gras Party on February 22. o = s B1st Annual Aw C [

irds Banquet

Kourtney Paige Van Wales, Bill Bridges (50-yes

Ryan Leach, Robin Brown, Senator Wendy Davis, and
lennifer Bajorek at Pints and Pride for Wendy on Febru

" ¢ Aol
) at Saint Amoid s

Chad Michaels, Dessie Love-Blake Dlna hlcubs Kara
Dion, ar T'f Frdlu.r it the Chad Michaels as Cher evennt

Commissioner Hemry Gonzalez n.'hke H-nrwell
Lisa S(arbomugh ind Ra n, Cléchm at Montrose Sof
) Leagues 2014

THE

EYE

GALLERY

SEMI ANNUAL SAMPLE SALE
MARCH 24 -APRIL 19

EYEGALLERYHOUSTON.COM

1806 WESTHEIMER RD. 715.523.1279
2542 AMHERST ST. 832.831.7253

AWM
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e ART or DENBISTRY
71 in all s formes. 2%
- 'SERVICE | PREVENTION I*A'E-S'T-'Hﬁ'rl;: !

CE W. SMITH DDS
Cosmetic, Reconstructive & Preventive
Dentistry For Adults Since 1981

BmceSmlthDDS. com 213.529.4364
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