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Up to
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OFF

Sawyer Patio Homes
Sawyer Heights
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Summer Skyline
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Shady Acres

Up to
$17k 
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Gibson Verandas
Rice Military

Up to
$21k 
OFF

BLVD on Dian
Heights

Up to
$17k 
OFF

4131 Coleridge
West University Place

Up to
$55k 
OFF

Sawyer Park Place
Rice Military

Up to
$18k
OFF

H O M E S CITY

Development Group

www.urban Inc, TREC Broker #476135 NMLS: 137773Current price may already refl ect the bottom line price drop on some developments.
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THE GAY GORE
Lesley Gore, the singer of 
major hits “It’s My Party” 
and “You Don’t Own Me,” 
gets a bio.

39 
GENDER REEL 
FILM FESTIVAL
The transgender fi lm and 
art festival makes its 
Bayou City debut.
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HOME  
Tiny homes—they’re 
worth exploring.
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Or Santa Claus? Frank 
Gonzalez may be both.
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Houston’s Most Exclusive Selection of Eyewear

We accept most medical & vision insurance plans.
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• Easy Drive from Houston
• Full Kitchens 
• Porches with Swings
• Secluded Cabins
• Modern Amenities
• King-Sized Beds
• Treehouse
• Family-Sized Farmhouse
• Spa-themed Cabins
• Event Facility

TREAT YOURSELF!
Beautiful Private Cabins close to Brenham and Round Top

Scenic Hill Vacations
7300 FM 332  |  Brenham, TX 77833  |  ScenicHillVacations.com

BOOK ON-LINE TODAY!
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    getting in the way? No. No, they can't. Tim 
    Curfman’s husband, Jim, hears the call of 
    adventure; Tim does not. Jim is a visionary; 
    Tim is not. Read the story of Tim and Jim 
    attempting to create and run a business 
    together at OUTSMARTMAGAZINE.com. 
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Design
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Future

Fall 2013 Registration begins on May 6th!
Start designing your future today, 

visit central.hccs.edu/iDesign
or email: 

iDesign@hccs.eduDESIGN
INTERIOR

Interior Design Associate of Applied Science Degree

 Visual Design Communication MSA
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OutSmart Readers!

NO MATTER WHERE 
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FOR THANKSGIVING…

WE WILL BE 
HERE FOR YOU.
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NEWS

� 

Finally Wed

Couple who sued Kentucky 
clerk Kim Davis marry. 

On October 24, April Miller and Karen 
Roberts stood before a minister, hand-
in-hand, and said the two words they 

fought for months to exchange.
“I will.”
The people packed into the room around 

them jumped into a standing ovation. They 
all wore matching rainbow buttons that read 
#LoveWins.

The couple, the first denied a license by Ken-
tucky county clerk Kim Davis, celebrated their 
wedding, capping a months-
long saga that landed them 
in the middle of a national 
firestorm over religious 
freedom and civil rights.

They laid out one rule 
for their guests: no one was 
to mention Davis. “This is 
about us and our wedding,” 
Roberts said.

When the Supreme 
Court e�ectively legal-
ized same-sex marriage 
across the nation in June, 
Davis cited “God’s authority’’ and stopped is-
suing marriage licenses. Miller and Roberts, 
along with three other couples, filed a lawsuit 
against her.

Davis continued to refuse them, again and 
again, in defiance of a series of federal court 
orders. U.S. District Judge David Bunning held 
her in contempt on September 3 and ordered 
her to jail.

Miller and Roberts, a couple for 11 years 

and caring for a disabled daughter together, 
got a license the next day, issued by a deputy 
clerk who agreed to sign it in Davis’ absence. 
The couple, who still had to return the license 
to the clerk’s o�ce for recording, worried 
about what might happen once Davis got back 
to work. So they scrambled together a private 
wedding, alone at their home, the following 
Thursday.

Roberts said it was not how she imagined 
her wedding would be. So they held a second 

ceremony on October 24 in a 
reception hall at the Pines at 
Sheltowee in Morehead and 
invited 125 friends, family, 
and dozens of people they met 
just four months ago on the 
courthouse lawn outside Da-
vis’ o�ce.

On June 30, the morning 
after the clerk announced she 
would not issue licenses, cou-
ples and activists flocked to the 
courthouse. They returned day 
after day, and over time formed 

friendships and a grassroots advocacy group 
they called the Rowan County Rights Coalition.

Its roster now numbers in the dozens, with 
formal committees and elected positions, said 
Mary Hargis, a member of the group. They’ve 
created an outreach program for transgender 
youth and are starting an initiative to distrib-
ute stickers to gay-friendly local businesses.

They sat in the back of the room on the 
night of October 24, hugging and weeping. 

“It’s really a�rming to see their love vali-
dated,’’ said Michael Aldridge, executive direc-
tor of the American Civil Liberties Union of 
Kentucky, one of those present. The ACLU had 
sued Davis on behalf of the couples originally 
denied their wedding licenses.

“It’s been an amazing journey, and we’d like 
to thank all the people who stood with us from 
June 30 to today,’’ Miller announced at the 
wedding. “This is your party, too.’’

Though they got what they wanted, the 
couple acknowledges their legal battle is far 
from over. The lawsuit, titled April Miller et 
al v. Kim Davis, is likely to drag out for many 
more months.

But the couple tried to turn the conversa-
tion away from Davis and the ongoing legal 
questions on the night of the wedding. They 
exchanged vows, promising to love each other 
in “joy as well as sorrow, triumph as well as 
defeat.’’ They kissed and swayed into a slow 
dance.

Months ago, as the controversy reached a 
fever pitch, Miller was driving to work when a 
Chicago song came across the radio. “Will you 
still love me for the rest of my life?’’ the band 
sang, and she pulled her car over and wept.

The couple chose that song for their first 
dance.

Nashia Fife, a member of the Rowan 
County Rights Coalition, wiped her tears as 
she watched from the back of the room. “It’s a 
really big reward for all our hard work to cul-
minate in a big, beautiful party,’’ she said. “It’s 
so wonderful, so long overdue.’’ Q

By Claire Galofaro, AP

They laid out one rule 
for their guests: no one 
was to mention Davis.

Say Yes
Karen Roberts (l) 
and April Miller 

kiss after renewing 
their vows in a 

public ceremony 
on October 24, 

2015, in Morehead, 
Kentucky.
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Photos by Dalton DeHart

On October 5, Mayor Annise Parker held her 
2015 Mayor’s Hispanic Heritage Award Ceremony 
at the Museum of Fine Arts Houston. Pictured are 
James Lee, Gloria Zenteno, Jose Adan Tre-
vino, Mayor Parker, Judge Josefina Rendon, 
Gilbert A. Garcia, and Daniel R. Bustamante.

The Houston Stonewall Young Democrats (HSYD) 
held a fundraiser and meet-and-greet with the group’s 
endorsed candidates on October 7. Pictured are 
HSYD president James Lee, Jim Kovach, and 
Ben Montalbano with political candidates.

OutReach United held its 2015 Houston Comes Out 
Party at Jaguar Central on October 10. Pictured are 
Jason Stewart, Bonnie Alvis, Gary Wood, and 
Irwin Palchick.

On October 10, the Harris County Democratic Party 
held its annual Johnson, Rayburn, Richards Dinner at the 
Crowne Plaza Houston ballroom. Pictured are Lane 
Lewis, Barney Frank, Congressman Al Green, and 
State Representative Ron Reynolds.

The Houston Pride Band held its #LoveIsLove: 
Houston’s Fabulous Wedding concert at Resurrection 
Metropolitan Community Church on October 17. 
Pictured are Lisa Mace and Michael Roberts. 

On October 17, Houston Unites held its Super 
Hero Party featuring DJ Madonny at South Beach. 
Pictured are members of the Houston Unites team.

On Oct. 8, Don Gill of PWA Holiday Charities pre-
sented a check to Bering Support Network director 
Larry Leutwyler for the group’s holiday dinners.

The Houston GLBT Political Caucus held its 2015 
Equality Brunch at L’Olivier on Oct. 19. Pictured are 
Fran Watson, Sarah Schimmer and son, Leslie 
Jackson, Dr. Maria Gonzalez, Dane DeVerl 
Cook, Brad Pritchett, and Maverick Welsh.

Momentum_01_Nov15.indd   1 10/26/15   3:36 PM

On September 28, the new group Homeless Gay 
Kids–Houston held its first open-house fundraiser, 
raising $50,000 in-cash and in-kind donations to 
support homeless LGBT teens in the Houston area. 
Pictured are Bill McDugald, Chris Lewis, Ernie 
Manouse, Bruce Smith, Tony Carroll, and 
Jonathan Mitchell.

On October 20, Charles Armstrong presented a 
donation check to Ryan Wilson in support of Houston 
Unites and the Houston Equal Rights Ordinance (HERO).

COMMUNITY
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Fall for All Wonderweek + thru 11th
Children’s museum weeklong fun 
events. cmhouston.org 

Theatre Under the Stars Vine & Dine 
+ An annual charity dinner for the 
theater’s education programs.
tuts.org/winedinner 

Day of the Dead + Dia de los Muertos 
celebration. nmfh.org
Holiday Can Food Drive +  thru 7th  
Two dollars off museum admission 
with a can donation. nmfh.org

The Barefoot Contessa + Ina Garten 
in Houston. spahouston.org
From Broadway to Obscurity *  thru 
8th  A musical by Theater LaB Hous-
ton at their new home in the MATCH.
thelabhou.org

6

Intensio *  Daniil Simkin and 
members of American Ballet Theatre 
perform. spahouston.org
Azar Lawrence and Band *  
Part of Da Camera’s jazz series.
dacamera.com

Veterans Appreciation Week +  thru 
15th  Free museum admission for 
veterans. nmfh.org
Cinderella *  Catch a free fl ick. 
Arrive one hour early for contests and 
activities! discoverygreen.com

ouston Cinema Arts Society 
launched its fi ve-day fi lm 
fest in 2009 and hasn’t 
looked back since. Stars at-
tend, audiences love the fi lm 
selections “by and about 
artists,” and the festival has 
really put the city on the 
map in terms of silver-screen 
fans. This year, the festival 
promises fi ve more must-see 
fi lms: A Woman Like Me; 
Laurie Anderson’s heart-
breaking Heart of a Dog; 
the Carter and Cash family 
folk-music tale The Winding 
Stream; Youth; and Carol. 
The last is a 2015 fi lm by 

16 mm fi lm, is a luscious feast of 
love in a time gone by. A deeply 
emotional and complex love story, 
Carol ends, as Variety says, “on 
a triumphant note of emotional 
clarity that, for all its frozen-in-time 
period restraint, speaks stirringly 
and unmistakably to the present 
moment.”

This lesbian love story for the 
ages is one you won’t want to miss. 

Carol is scheduled for Novem-
ber 15 at 8 p.m. at the Sundance 
Cinemas. —Marene Gustin

Houston Cinema Arts Festival
November 12–19 
houstoncinemaartsfestival.org

Todd Haynes (pictured at left) 
starring such luminaries as Cate 
Blanchett (above right), Rooney 
Mara (above left), Sarah Paulson, 
and Kyle Chandler. Based on 
Patricia Highsmith’s 1952 semi-
autobiographical novel The Price 
of Salt, the movie follows the story 
of a photographer/salesgirl who 
falls in love with a married woman 
she sees shopping in a 1950s New 
York City department store. The 
Academy Award-winning Blanchett 
plays the older, married Carol 
Aird, while Rooney Mara (The Girl 
with the Dragon Tattoo) is Therese, 
the shop girl. 

This romantic drama, shot on 

A love story for the ages.

‘Carol’ 
at Houston Cinema Arts Festival

11/15

Calendar of Events
11/15

Compiled by Marene Gustin
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Contingent Beauty: Contemporary Art 
from Latin America A  thru Feb. 14  
MFAH highlights contemporary Latin 
American art. mfah.org

Discovery Green Flea + 
 A destination market.
discoverygreen.com
Houston Whatever Fest + thru 22nd
Features food trucks, music, and 
more. houstonwhateverfest.com

16

Thanksgiving with Santa! + At the 
Children’s Museum. cmhouston.org

Gender Reel Houston Film Festival 
* thru 22nd  Transgender and 
gender-diverse fi lm fest. See page 39.
genderreelhouston.com
Winter Holiday Art & Market A thru 
23rd winterholidayartmarket.com

The Nutcracker *thru Dec. 27 
Classic holiday treat from Houston 
Ballet. houstonballet.org
Santa Sightings + thru Dec. 27 
Surfi ng Santas, a Santa race, more. 
galveston.com/holidaymagic

Susan G. Komen Houston Golf 
Classic + Putt for the Pink! 
komen-houston.org
Joe Turner Has Come and Gone * 
A celebration of Playwright August 
Wilson. ensemblehouston.com

24th Houston Turkish Festival + 
14th and 15th  It’s time to embrace 
the Turkish culture once again. 
houstonturkishfest.com

15

Holiday Show at The Grand * thru 
Jan. 9  The Nutcracker, A Christmas 
Carol, and more at The Grand.
thegrand.com

Frostival  + A winter celebration 
at Discovery Green.
discoverygreen.com 
The Ice + thru Feb. 7  Ice skating 
comes to Discovery Green.
discoverygreen.com

Meet Santa’s Reindeer! + At the 
Children’s Museum. cmhouston.org

World AIDS Day + See page 29.

Writers in the Schools Gala + 
Annual fundraiser for WITS.
witshouston.org
The Nutcracker Market + Get your 
shopping on at this one-stop buying 
extravaganza. houstonballet.org

9

The 25th Annual Matt Musil All 
Star Golf Classic +  Swing to benefi t 
Career and Recovery Resources’ 
programs. careerandrecovery.org

A Coming-Home Gala + 
The Galveston Arts Center returns 
to its historic home on the Strand.
galvestonartscenter.org
Eugene Onegin * last day   
houstongrandopera.org

13

Eleanor’s Story *thru 15th  A one-
woman show about an American girl 
in Hitler’s Germany. thelabhou.org

Sister’s Christmas Catechism * 
thru Dec. 27  CSI meets the Bible. 
stagestheatre.com 
The Twentieth-Century Way *thru 
22nd  Based on L.A. gay history. See 
page 55. thelabhou.org

66th Annual Thanksgiving Day 
Parade + Then go home and 
stuff yourself. houstontx.gov/
thanksgivingparade
Uptown Houston Holiday Lighting +
. . . then head for this party and light-
ing fest. uptown-houston.com

An Old English Christmas with 
Herman's Hermits, Starring Peter 
Noone * There’s a kind of hush all 
over this holiday special. 
thegrand.com

ComedySportz Houston 25th 
Anniversary Celebration + Big silver 
anniversary for Houston’s favorite 
comedy event. cszhouston.com
Ice Land + thru Jan.10  Two million 
pounds of ice. moodygardens.org

Lyle the Crocodile *thru Dec. 22 
 He’s a singing and dancing reptile.
mainstreettheater.com
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www.TheDonorSolution.com
CALL TODAY! 713.827.0301

HOUSTON * DALLAS * PHOENIX * LOS ANGELES

www.3SistersSurrogacy.com • 877-976-9483

Let Us Start You 
Down Your Path 
To Parenthood!

ͻ Legal, Wsychological    
   and Concierge services 
   provided for Surrogate     
   and Intended Warents

ͻ Local Texas Surrogates

ͻ BOTH fathers included      
   on birth certi fi cate

30+ years combined experience 
in 3rd Party ReƉroducƟ on 
with PhD. & Masters 
prepared founders.

HOUSTON • DALLAS • PHOENIX • LOS ANGELES

18+ years in Fertility Care & Owned by a Medical Professional
Egg Donors Pre-Screened with Fertility Testing

Anonymous, Identity Release and Open Donation

The Donor Solution 
is here to help fi nd the Solution to 
Your Family Building Needs.
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Houston Whatever Fest
November 21–22
–
It’s the most eclectic two-day festival in Houston’s East 
End (around Warehouse Live), featuring live music, 
comedy, art, food trucks, and much more! This is the 
second annual fest, and this year features more than 90 
acts—everything from DJs, bands, and stand-up comics, 
to wrestling matches and football on a giant TV. There 
are fi ve stages, street performers, and a live painting 
competition. What more could you ask for? You can get 
an early-bird two-day pass for just $45.  
houstonwhateverfest.com

Astrology Orchestra
November 14
–
In this symphonic performance project by Katie Grinnan 
at Rice University’s James Turrell Skyspace, each 
instrument represents a planetary position and maps 
the artist’s astrological birth chart as seen from the 
perspective of each planet. The performance starts at 
3 p.m. and is free to the public. It is co-sponsored by 
DiverseWorks and Rice Public Art.

The performance is presented in conjunction with 
the exhibition Katie Grinnan: Nocturnal Hologram, on 
view at DiverseWorks through November 14.
diverseworks.org

11/15

David Sedaris
November 7
–
One of America’s preeminent humorists returns to 
Houston to share readings from new and unpublished 
works. If you only know him from the play version of 
his NPR essay Santaland Diaries, you should really go 
to see him in person. While his dry wit and scathing 
social commentary jump off the pages of his best-selling 
books, they come alive even more when he reads them 
on stage. Brought to you by the Society for the Perform-
ing Arts, one night only at Jones Hall.   
spahouston.org

Calendar of Events
continued from previous page

14

21–22

‹
David Sedaris, 
seen here on The 
Tonight Show, visits 
Houston for one 
night this month.

3 SISTERS/DONOR

thru 7

 �
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LEFTOUT By Susan Bankston

Gun Crazy
Is that a gun in your 
backpack, or are you just 
unhappy to see me?

Our Texas Legislature, in its dastardly wis-
dom, has decided that one of the biggest 

problems in Texas is that we don’t have nearly 
enough college-campus shootings.

Being bottom-notch problem solvers, the 
Republicans in the Texas Legislature pushed 
through a “campus carry” bill last summer. That 
means any 21-year-old student who takes a 
one-day class can strap on a holster or conceal 
a handgun under his coat and go on a college 
campus. After all, what Texas really needs is 
more 21-year-old frat boys out partying on Sat-
urday night with a bottle of Jack Daniels and a 
damn gun.

I know you are wondering how the police 
(or anyone damn else) will be able to tell the 
good guy with a gun from the bad guy with a 
gun when they arrive on the scene. There’s a 
solution for that problem. When this law goes 
into effect next year, the good guys on a college 
campus will wear white hats and the bad guys 
will wear black hats. People who are undecided 
on the whole good/bad issue will wear charm-
ing polka-dot hats. Honey, this could work as 
well as any other idea the Texas Legislature has 
ever come up with.

I love the University of Texas. Not only did 
they beat OU and bring home the Red River 
trophy, but they’re also making news in an even 
more important way.

Hundreds of students 
at the University of Texas 
at Austin will protest the 
new law that will allow 
more guns on campus, not with signs or sit-ins, 
but by strapping gigantic swinging dildos to 
their backpacks.

Their mantra? #CocksNotGlocks
They even have a Facebook page, y’all. This 

is a thang.
Now, if you’re gonna protest with the stu-

dents, I do need to inform you of the law. The 
Texas penal code reads, “A person who pos-
sesses six or more obscene devices or identical 

or similar obscene articles is presumed to pos-
sess them with intent to promote the same.”

So if you own six or more dildos, you’re  
going to jail. If you own six or more guns, how-
ever, the NRA sends you a free Thanksgiving 
turkey.

Top 20 Ways a Dildo Is Better Than a Gun

1. People are rarely killed while cleaning their 
dildos.
2. Using a dildo to rob a store might work bet-
ter than a gun. “Open the cash register and I’ll 
use this” might result in more open cash regis-
ters. You never know.
3. You still have to hide a dildo from your moth-
er and your children, so this point is a draw.

4. Like guns, comparing size 
would still be a thing.
5. The only way to stop a bad 
girl with a dildo is . . . umm . . . 
okay, gimme a second . . .

6. Dildos come in delightful colors. At least 
that’s what I am told.
7. Most dildos don’t set off metal detectors at 
airports.
8. Target practice is much more fun with a 
dildo.
9. You don’t have to continually buy new ammu-
nition for a dildo.
10. They can have my dildo when they pry it 
from my hot, sweaty hand . . .

11. Dildos: freeing people from the onus of hav-
ing sex with Republicans.
12. Unlike guns, dildos can be elected to public 
office—just look at Texas.
13. I am not anti-dildo, but I’m not sure why 
peaceful citizens would need a dildo with a 
magazine that holds more than 10 batteries.
14. Laser sights aren’t necessary for accurate 
dildo use.
15. You don’t need a concealed dildo permit. 
Good thing, too, because your facial expression 
may give you away.
16. Sawed-off dildos are neither illegal nor 
desirable.
17. With dildos, “Go ahead, make my day” 
takes on a whole new meaning.
18. Drive-by dildoings are practically unheard 
of, and never result in innocent victims being 
killed.
19. If someone comes onto campus with half a 
dozen dildos and starts using them on the quad, 
umm . . . I’m guessing nobody dies.
20. One is a substitute for an adequately sized 
phallus; the other is a dildo. 
21. (One final bonus reason, to make you want 
to hit me.) Darlin’, it’s Texas. You have the right 
to armadildo.

Susan Bankston lives in Richmond, Texas, 
where she writes about her hairdresser at The 
World’s Most Dangerous Beauty Salon, Inc., at 
juanitajean.com.

Unlike guns, dildos can 
be elected to public 

o�ce—just look at Texas.
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MONEYSMART By Grace S. Yung, CFP

Living 
within 
Your Means

And what about 
your savings?

It seems that more and more lately, people 
tend to have more month left at the end of 

their money—and unfortunately, that isn’t a very 
good strategy for investing for the future. Setting 
the course for a comfortable retirement—which 
includes having ample investments from which 
to draw income—starts by having good savings 
habits. Good savings habits start by living within 
your means. 

Determining Needs Versus Wants
To truly live within your means, you need to 
spend less each month than what you bring in. 
But for many people, this is much easier said 
than done. In addition to basic living expenses, 
such as rent or mortgage, utilities, and transpor-
tation, there are usually a lot 
of other items that are vying 
for your money’s attention. 

New clothes, a weekend 
vacation to Vegas, concert 
tickets—it all adds up. And while you might like 
to take part in all of the above, you really need 
to determine what is truly a need versus just  
a want. 

Avoiding Debt—Your Biggest Enemy 
to Wealth
Over the years, retailers have made it easier to 
purchase things— whether we really need them 
or not. “Buy now, pay later” promotions, along 
with easy access to credit, have allowed people 
to rack up impulse purchases at an unprec-
edented pace. Unfortunately, this has also led to 
a substantial amount of debt.

According to credit.com, the average credit 
card balance sits at just under $3,800. But that’s 
just an average—which means there are many 
people who carry a significantly larger amount 
of high-interest debt. Without paying off credit 
cards in full every month, unpaid balances can 
literally snowball out of control if you aren’t 
careful.

Staying out of debt, however, means saving 
for big purchases rather than buying items today 
on credit. For example, instead of buying a 
$1,200 smart TV now, set aside $100 per month 
and purchase it with cash next year. 

Living within your means also involves wait-
ing for items to go on sale rather than buying at 
full price, using coupons, and shopping around. 

When you think about it, doing 
this can really add up. Even 
if you just save $20 per week 
on groceries or other items, 
that’s a savings of more than 

$1,000 per year. Those saved funds can then be 
invested for the future. 

When paying down your debt, it’s often a 
good strategy to pay off the high-interest items 
first, ridding yourself of debt that is costing you 
more before moving on to the lower-interest 
obligations. 

But even if you’re currently carrying a heavy 
debt load, there are still ways that you can 
start—or continue—to save for the future. By 
cutting out unnecessary expenses such as going 
out to eat, premium cable channels, and other 
extras—even if it’s only temporarily—you can 
shift those dollars over into more of a savings ca-

pacity. It’s amazing how much extra money can 
be “found” when we actually focus on finding it. 

Live for Today, but Plan and Save 
for Tomorrow
While living in the moment is important, plan-
ning for the future is also crucial in order to 
ensure that you will have the financial means to 
pay your living expenses once your employer’s 
paycheck stops when you retire. 

The best way to move forward is to have a 
well-defined plan. By setting specific goals, you 
will be better able to determine how much you 
need to accomplish your objectives. In the case 
of saving for retirement, you should initially get 
an idea of how much you may need in terms of 
living expenses. From there, you can determine 
what it will take to generate that much in retire-
ment income.

For example, if you determine that you will 
need $40,000 per year (before taxes) in order 
to live the retirement lifestyle that you desire, 
then it would require approximately $1 million 
(in today’s dollars) in order to generate that. 

Although $1 million may sound like a lot of 
money, it really isn’t. Because people are living 
longer than ever before, it isn’t unusual to see 
retirement last 20 or more years. With that in 
mind, $1 million may not even be enough for 
some people. 

And because defined-benefit pension plans 
are quickly disappearing (and Social Security is 
actually becoming “Social Insecurity” for many 
younger folks), it’s clear that the earlier people 
start saving for themselves, the better. �

You really need to 
determine what is truly a 

need versus just a want.
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One way to help yourself in planning for 
tomorrow is to take advantage of your com-
pany’s retirement plan—if you have that option. 
Many companies will also provide at least some 
amount of matching contribution for their partici-
pants. This is essentially “free money.” 

Pre-tax retirement-account contributions will 
also help to lower your taxable income—yet 
another key advantage to these types of plans. 
And because the funds in these plans are al-
lowed to grow tax-deferred, the power of com-
pounding can essentially work exponentially on 
your invested funds. 

One way to gauge approximately how long 
it will take your money to double at a given rate 
of return is through the Rule of 72. Using this 
rule, divide the return into 72, and the result 
will be the number of years that it takes. As an 
example, if your investments are returning 7.2 
percent, then it would take approximately 10 
years for your money to double (72 divided by 
7.2 equals 10).

Taking the Right Steps toward a Pros-
perous Financial Future
While many people don’t realize just how much 
it takes in order to generate a comfortable retire-
ment income, the good news is that if you don’t 
yet have enough saved (or if you are behind 
and need to catch up), there are a number of 
savings and investment vehicles and strategies 
available that can help.

For instance, depending on your income, 
putting money into a Roth IRA allows you to  
take advantage of tax-free growth, along with 
tax-free withdrawals in retirement. For those  
who earn over the income limit ($116,000 for 
singles and $183,000 for married couples  
filing jointly in 2015), there are Roth IRA alterna-
tives that will allow you to deposit more than the  
annual IRA plan limit into an investment, and 
also take advantage of tax-free withdrawal 
methods.  

The plan that is right for you should be 
based on your specific needs and goals, and 
should be developed with the assistance of a 
professional who can work with you on all of 
your potential options. Given the many changes 
with regard to marriage equality over the past 
few years, it is often best to work with an advi-
sor who is also well versed in how the new laws 
affect the tax and financial issues of the LGBT 
community. 

Personal finance-related questions may be 
emailed to grace.yung@lpl.com.

Grace S. Yung, CFP, is a certified financial plan-
ner practitioner with experience in helping do-
mestic partners plan their finances since 1994. 
She is a principal at Midtown Financial LLC in 
Houston and was recognized as a “Five-Star 
Wealth Manager” in the 2014 September issue 
of Texas Monthly.

MONEYSMART
continued from page 20
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In recognition of National Latino AIDS Awareness Day, we’re 
here to assure the Latino community that we’re PrEPared for a 
future without HIV.  HIV positive diagnoses are on the rise, and 
HIV transmissions are a serious threat to the health of the Latino 
community.  Over one-fifth of all new HIV transmissions in the U.S. 
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that helps prevent the spread and transmission of HIV.  It’s time to 
take action.  It’s time to own your health with PrEP. 
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TIMEOUT

Special Promotions and Advertising

with

GOING OUT OF TOWN? 
Take OUTSMART along. Snap a high-res pic of yourself with the 
magazine and send it to us. Send to: Let ters@OUTSMARTMAGAZINE.com.

FOR YOUR CALENDAR
Check out these fabulous events co-sponsored by 
OUTSMART and our marketing partners.

November 7: Lesbian Health 
Initiative Fall 2015 offering 
complimentary lifesaving tests and 
services. INFO: lhihouston.org

SAVE THE DATE
December 1: World AIDS Day 
Events. See page 29 for details.

December 5: HIV and Aging 
Coalition 2015 Christmas Party, 
7 p.m. The Montrose Center, 401 
Branard Street.

TimeOut in New York
Yraci C. Huerta and Erika Castillo with OUTSMART at the Stonewall Inn, 
New York City.

‹

Show Us 
Your OUTSMART

Be social!  Connect with us!
Twitter: @outsmarthouston

Facebook.com/outsmartmagazine

Instagram: @outsmartmagazine 

December 6: Bayou City Performing 
Arts presents A Merry Midwinter’s 
Air, a holiday concert. 
INFO: bcpahouston.org

December 10: Out@TUTS Night 
presents A Christmas Story: The 
Musical. Join us the fi rst Thursday 
performance of each show. After the 
performance, mingle with the cast and 
listen to fabulous cabaret music with 
your LGBT friends. 
INFO: tuts.com/out

December 31: Lumiere Noveau, 
A New Year’s Masquerade, 
presented by Pride Houston, 
benefi tting various LGBT charities. 
INFO: pridehouston.org

One-stop shopping for Life, Home, Health, Auto, 
Renters, Commercial, and a whole lot more.

Great rates! Full Service!
Call for a Quote Today

(713) 661-7700

.com/SchmerlerAgency

Rob Schmerler 
INSURANCE AGENCY

The

Rob Schmerler
Voted Best Male Insurance Agent 

13 Years in a Row
—OutSmart Readers’ Choice Awards

We offer individual and group health insurance through
several fi ne companies to meet your specifi c needs. 

6575 W Loop S, Ste 185 • Bellaire, TX 77041
SchmerlerAgency.com
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Since the epidemic began in the early 1980s, an estimated 36 
million people have died from AIDS related illnesses. More than 30 
years later, our world is still fighting to halt and reverse the spread 
of HIV. Through prevention, treatment, care and education, Legacy 
Community Health strives to achieve the goal of zero new infections, 
zero discrimination and zero deaths. Visit our website to find where 
you can join us in the global observance of World AIDS Day.

LegacyCommunityHealth.org/WorldAIDSDay

12•1•15  WORLD AIDS DAY  
M O N T R O S E

GETTING TO

ZERO
  ZERO NEW INFECTIONS
  ZERO DISCRIMINATION

  ZERO DEATHS
#get2zero
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The Status of a 
Healthy Relationship
Relationship gurus 
David and Johnny
go online.

With World AIDS Day approaching 
next month, it is good to know that 
people are still fighting to inform 

the public about HIV/AIDS prevention. It’s 
even better to know that some people are still 
taking the time to fight for relationships be-
tween people with different HIV statuses (also 
known as serodiscordant couples). And maybe 
the best thing to know is that there are people 
who treat everyone the same, regardless of 
their HIV status. One couple that does all of 
the above is David and Johnny.

David L. Massey Jr. was born in Chicago 
and now lives in Atlanta as a management 
and program analyst with the Centers for 
Disease Control’s Division of HIV/AIDS Pre-
vention. When he’s not busy with the CDC, he 
serves as the director of music for a church in 
Atlanta and has traveled the world as part of 
his music ministry. 
This advocate for 
AIDS/HIV aware-
ness and prevention 
recently spoke at the 
Voice Your Invisible 
Wounds Conference 
held in the Norris Conference Center at Hous-
ton City Centre on September 25. He urged 
conference-goers to talk to their children 
about being careful and informed about HIV 
and preventative drugs such as Pre-Exposure 
Prophylaxis (PrEP) and Post-Exposure Pro-
phylaxis (PEP).

Johnny T. Lester Jr. is originally from Nash-
ville, but has made a name for himself in Atlanta 
as a brand manager for Dr. Sherry, the celebrity 
psychologist from WETV’s Braxton Family Val-
ues, Bravo TV’s Real Housewives of Atlanta, and 
Essence magazine. As a “marketing concierge,” 
he has been a fashion consultant for Ricky 

Smiley, Tyler Lepley, Kevin Hart, Rafael Ama-
ya, Bria Murphy, Brooklyn Tankard, and Evette 
Holyfield. Lester also works with the Edge 
Empowerment Foundation as a mental-health 
advocate to help reduce the stigma of mental 

illness in underserved 
communities, and he has 
previously worked with the 
Black Women’s Health Im-
perative to raise awareness 
and education about HIV/
AIDS. Lester tells OUT-

SMART that he and Massey have been invited to 
be a part of the planning committee for an HIV 
conference in Atlanta next year.

These two men met in 2013 in Atlanta 
through a mutual connection when Lester 
was working on a potential reality TV project. 
After talking for hours on the phone each day 
for several days, they decided to meet for their 
first date—though to hear them relate the 
story, only one of them considered it a date. As 
the two were chatting after dinner, Massey 
disclosed that he was HIV positive. People who 
are positive need to provide information that 
inspires trust when beginning a relationship 

with someone, Massey tells OUTSMART. But ap-
parently he gave Lester more information than 
he knew what to do with, causing Lester to 
speak with his doctor about what it all meant. 
After educating himself with the facts, Lester 
made good on his offer to help Massey move to 
a different part of town. Lester helped Massey 
pack up his house and even ended up unpack-
ing things at the other end. (Massey does admit 
to wondering, “Where has this man been all 
my life?”) Their relationship has been going 
strong ever since.

The couple has an online presence with 
their website davidandjohnny.org, as well as 
on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram under 
the handle @DavidandJohnny. The duo is also 
getting ready to celebrate the one-year anni-
versary of their YouTube channel called David 
Johnny. They started their channel as a way to 
give people insight into issues that come up in 
their relationship, dispense advice, and have 
conversations with their audience. Over the 
course of the year, they have begun focusing 
their advocacy on social issues such as HIV-
positive youth. These men are both funny and 
informative while maintaining a relaxed �  

By Bradley Donalson

Mixing professionalism with 
personal warmth, the duo 

has created a completely real 
and accessible product that 

connects them to their audience.

Love Without Limits
David L. Massey Jr. (l) and Johnny T. Lester Jr. first met in Atlanta in 2013. A serodiscordant couple, they 

now use their online presence to educate and spread awareness of issues surrounding HIV/AIDS.

‹
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attitude about what they are doing. They say 
that their message is universal and not limited 
by orientation, age, race, status, or gender. 
“Love is all-encompassing, all-inclusive,” 
Massey says. “And if you have things that 
have to be managed, that’s just part of the 
process.” They aim their message at parents, 
youth, women, men, people who are married, 
and people who are still single, and they cover 
topics such as dating, communication, family, 
personal grooming, finance, and more.

Mixing professionalism with personal 
warmth, the duo has created a completely real 
and accessible product that connects them to 
their audience. After visiting their website, 
watching their videos, and seeing them speak 
about their lives and relationship, you get the 
feeling that they are your close friends, invit-
ing you into a place where you can learn about 
and discuss topics of daily living. And while 
they admit that they are far from perfect, they 
always seem to have good advice about rela-
tionships.

If you’d like to know more, you can find 
David and Johnny on their website (davidand 
johnny.org), YouTube, and all over social media.

Bradley Donalson is a regular contributor to 
OUTSMART magazine.

STATUS OF A HEALTHY RELATIONSHIP
continued from previous page
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attitude about what they are doing. They say 
that their message is universal and not limited 
by orientation, age, race, status, or gender. 
“Love is all-encompassing, all-inclusive,” 
Massey says. “And if you have things that 
have to be managed, that’s just part of the 
process.” They aim their message at parents, 
youth, women, men, people who are married, 
and people who are still single, and they cover 
topics such as dating, communication, family, 
personal grooming, finance, and more.

Mixing professionalism with personal 
warmth, the duo has created a completely real 
and accessible product that connects them to 
their audience. After visiting their website, 
watching their videos, and seeing them speak 
about their lives and relationship, you get the 
feeling that they are your close friends, invit-
ing you into a place where you can learn about 
and discuss topics of daily living. And while 
they admit that they are far from perfect, they 
always seem to have good advice about rela-
tionships.

If you’d like to know more, you can find 
David and Johnny on their website (davidand 
johnny.org), YouTube, and all over social media.

Bradley Donalson is a regular contributor to 
OUTSMART magazine.
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HIV AGING

In this era of drugs and treatment, it may be 
hard for younger LGBT folks to remember 

when HIV/AIDS was a death sentence and the 
disease was a worldwide pandemic. 

But it’s still a serious threat around the 
world, which is why it’s important to honor 
World AIDS Day this December 1. The first 
global-health day was held in 1988, but the 
day is just as important in 2015 as it was then. 
If you want to know why it is more relevant than 
ever and what you can do to help, check out 
worldaidsday.org. 

In Houston, there are several events you can 
attend while wearing your red ribbon.

World AIDS Day Luncheon
AIDS Foundation Houston hosts the annual 
luncheon, held this year at the Post Oak Hilton. 
There is a champagne reception on December 1 
at 11 a.m., and the luncheon starts at noon. 

The keynote speak-
er will be Pam Grier 
(one of the stars of 
The L Word), who  
has been a spokes-
woman for Dining 
Out for Life for the 
last five years. See 
aidshelp.org for 
tickets.

Legacy Community Health
Legacy offers several observances for 
World AIDS Day this year, including the Red 
Ribbon Light Display at Legacy Montrose from 
November 28 through December 1. You can 
see this beautiful exhibit at the Montrose 
Legacy location. The community health center 
also offers free HIV testing on the following 
days:
• November 31 
11 a.m.–6 p.m. at Legacy Montrose

World AIDS Day 2015
Houston events.

• December 1

11 a.m.–6 p.m. at Legacy Montrose and 
5 p.m.–9 p.m. at Eagle Houston
• December 2

11 a.m.–6 p.m. at Legacy Montrose and 4 p.m.–
8 p.m. at Walgreens, 3317 Montrose Blvd.
On December 1, they co-host the World AIDS 
Day Candlelight Observance with songs per-
formed by the kids from TUTS’ Rent along the 
walk. The event starts at 6 p.m. and runs until 
7 p.m. at Legacy Montrose, co-sponsored by 
The Montrose Center. You can find out more at 
legacycommunityhealth.org.

The Montrose Center
After the walk, co-sponsor The Montrose Center 
will show a screening of the film How to Survive a 
Plague in room 106 at the center starting at 7:30 
p.m. This Oscar-nominated documentary chroni-
cles the early days of the disease in America.

For more information on World AIDS Day, log 
on to worldaidsday.org.

By Marene Gustin

Pam Grier
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HPV, Cancer, and Gay Men

Take your health 
in your own hands. 

It’s possible that you’ve been seeing more 
news items about HPV recently. That’s 
because doctors and scientists are learn-

ing more about how HPV affects men. Hope-
fully you’ve read about the new HPV vaccines 
and how they could be really important for the 
prevention of HPV. 

But many gay men don’t know much about 
HPV or its role in causing anal cancer, and that 
may complicate efforts to prevent HPV disease 
in our communities. 

The good news is that every day we are 
discovering more about HPV, cancer, and gay 
men. And you can be a part of these discover-
ies! The University of Texas School of Public 
Health at Houston, with the help of the medical 
practice of Dr. Gordon 
Crofoot, is currently 
conducting a study to 
teach gay men how to 
take their health into 
their own hands (quite literally). So here’s a 
little background about HPV and how you can 
get involved in this exciting research.

HPV—a Remarkably Common Disease
HPV, or human papillomavirus, is the most 
common sexually transmitted disease.  It’s 
known now that almost all people—both gay 

and heterosexual—will get HPV at some point 
in their lives. It’s just part of being a sexually 
active human. But most of us will never know 
we had HPV because we won’t have any symp-
toms, and our bodies usually clear the virus 

within a few months (or 
maybe as long as a year or 
two). In this way, it’s very 
different from HIV.

While most of us will 
never know we had HPV, a small percentage of 
men will get one or more warts on the genitals, 
in the anus, or on the surrounding skin. While 
some men may be embarrassed by this, the 
warts can be treated if they don’t go away by 
themselves, and there’s no long-term physi-
cal danger from them. They are infectious, 
however, and if another guy’s penis, scrotum, 

etc., touches these warts, it’s very easy for him 
to develop an HPV infection and possibly a 
wart. Unfortunately, HPV can be transmitted 
even when warts aren’t present—it just takes 
close physical contact with skin that is HPV-
infected. (By the way, did you ever get a wart on 
your hand when you were a kid? Or did you ever 
get a wart on the sole of your foot after walk-
ing barefoot in a gym locker room? Those are 
caused by a different type of HPV.)

HPV and Cancer
HPV doesn’t just cause warts. Certain types 
of HPV can also cause cancer, and the best 
estimates indicate that about 1 in 1,000 gay 
men may get anal cancer this year. HPV causes 
cervical cancer in women, and several hundred 
thousand women worldwide die of cervical �  

By Alan Nyitray, PhD
and Joseph Hicks, DVM

Get Screened
While it’s important for all gay men to get regular HPV screenings, it is especially crucial for men 

with HIV. Some healthcare providers feel that all men who have receptive anal sex should consider 
regular screening for anal cancer.

‹

The best estimates indicate 
that about 1 in 1,000 gay men 

may get anal cancer this year.
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cancer every year. In the United States and 
other countries that are rich enough to have 
widespread screening, there are far fewer 
deaths from cervical cancer. But still, several 
thousand U.S. women die every year from the 
disease. Most of these women would not have 
died if they had had regular Pap tests that 
screen for cervical cancer. Lesbians and bi-
sexual women can get cervical cancer, too, and 
it’s just as important for them to get regular 
screening as it is for other women.

Gay men are at especially high risk for 
cancers caused by HPV. In fact, in the United 
States, gay men are more likely to get HPV-
caused cancer than women are to get cervical 
cancer. It’s stunning, but one of your gay male 
friends is more likely to get anal cancer than 
your sister or mother is to get cervical cancer.  

Anal cancer usually starts with an HPV in-
fection in the anal canal that is not cleared by 
our immune system. The infection may start in 
us after receptive anal intercourse with a guy 
who has HPV on his penis—although you don’t 
have to have receptive anal sex to get HPV in 
your anus. (See heterosexual men, below.) A 
guy once said to me, “So anal sex causes anal 
cancer?” The answer is that just as a penis is 
responsible for transmitting HPV to a woman’s 
cervix, it can also transmit HPV to the anal 
canal. 

For the record, women also get anal cancer; 
in fact, more women in the U.S. will get anal 
cancer this year than will men, and you may 
remember that Farah Fawcett had anal cancer. 
But gay men are at much higher risk for anal 
cancer than are women. In fact, at any given 
point in time, maybe 50 percent or more of us 
have anal HPV. But remember, most of these 
infections will clear up on their own, so only a 
small percentage of gay men with anal-canal 
HPV infection will be at risk for cancer down 
the road. (Interestingly, research shows that 
about 10 to 15 percent of heterosexual men 
have HPV in their anus. How it got there is still 
unclear, although it’s probably not because 
they had receptive anal sex.)

So what can we do to avoid anal cancer? 
Quite a bit, in fact. HPV cannot penetrate a 
latex condom, so those may reduce the risk of 
anal-canal HPV infection (and given their abil-
ity to prevent HIV infection, they make a lot 
of sense). Several studies also show that men 
who have fewer sexual partners are less likely 
to have anal-canal HPV. The Gardasil HPV vac-
cine also effectively prevents infection with the 
types of HPV that are most likely to cause both 
warts and anal cancer. The vaccine is approved 
for use in men younger than 27. Older guys can 
probably still get the vaccine, although it may 
be less effective. It is expensive—several hun-
dred dollars—and it may not be effective if you 
already have the type of HPV that is prevented 
by the vaccine. (Remember, HPV is very, very 

HPV, CANCER, AND GAY MEN
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cancer every year. In the United States and 
other countries that are rich enough to have 
widespread screening, there are far fewer 
deaths from cervical cancer. But still, several 
thousand U.S. women die every year from the 
disease. Most of these women would not have 
died if they had had regular Pap tests that 
screen for cervical cancer. Lesbians and bi-
sexual women can get cervical cancer, too, and 
it’s just as important for them to get regular 
screening as it is for other women.

Gay men are at especially high risk for 
cancers caused by HPV. In fact, in the United 
States, gay men are more likely to get HPV-
caused cancer than women are to get cervical 
cancer. It’s stunning, but one of your gay male 
friends is more likely to get anal cancer than 
your sister or mother is to get cervical cancer.  

Anal cancer usually starts with an HPV in-
fection in the anal canal that is not cleared by 
our immune system. The infection may start in 
us after receptive anal intercourse with a guy 
who has HPV on his penis—although you don’t 
have to have receptive anal sex to get HPV in 
your anus. (See heterosexual men, below.) A 
guy once said to me, “So anal sex causes anal 
cancer?” The answer is that just as a penis is 
responsible for transmitting HPV to a woman’s 
cervix, it can also transmit HPV to the anal 
canal. 

For the record, women also get anal cancer; 
in fact, more women in the U.S. will get anal 
cancer this year than will men, and you may 
remember that Farah Fawcett had anal cancer. 
But gay men are at much higher risk for anal 
cancer than are women. In fact, at any given 
point in time, maybe 50 percent or more of us 
have anal HPV. But remember, most of these 
infections will clear up on their own, so only a 
small percentage of gay men with anal-canal 
HPV infection will be at risk for cancer down 
the road. (Interestingly, research shows that 
about 10 to 15 percent of heterosexual men 
have HPV in their anus. How it got there is still 
unclear, although it’s probably not because 
they had receptive anal sex.)

So what can we do to avoid anal cancer? 
Quite a bit, in fact. HPV cannot penetrate a 
latex condom, so those may reduce the risk of 
anal-canal HPV infection (and given their abil-
ity to prevent HIV infection, they make a lot 
of sense). Several studies also show that men 
who have fewer sexual partners are less likely 
to have anal-canal HPV. The Gardasil HPV vac-
cine also effectively prevents infection with the 
types of HPV that are most likely to cause both 
warts and anal cancer. The vaccine is approved 
for use in men younger than 27. Older guys can 
probably still get the vaccine, although it may 
be less effective. It is expensive—several hun-
dred dollars—and it may not be effective if you 
already have the type of HPV that is prevented 
by the vaccine. (Remember, HPV is very, very 
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common.) If you’re lucky enough 
to have a healthcare provider, talk 
to him or her about the vaccine to 
see if it could help you. Also, if you 
have health insurance, it probably 
covers the vaccine’s cost if you’re 
younger than 27.

University of Texas School 
of Public Health Research
So what’s the best thing to do for 
those of us older than 27? First, get 
a regular digital anal-rectal exam 
(DARE) from your healthcare 
provider. These can find anal can-
cer early, when it’s easy to treat. 
And this is where the University 
of Texas comes in. Our study is 
looking at whether we can teach 
gay men to screen themselves or 
their partners for anal cancer and 
other anal diseases. Right now, 
we are looking for gay couples to 
come into our Friday clinic at Dr. 
Crofoot’s office. There, we teach 
participants how to do an anal 
exam, ask them to take a couple 
of surveys, and then see how the 
results of their own exams stack 
up against a trained professional’s. 
All it takes is about two hours of 
your time on a Friday afternoon, 
and in return you get a free HPV 
exam, a free anal Pap test, and 
monetary compensation. 

And there’s another benefit: 
helping increase knowledge about 
gay men’s health. You see, even 
though anal cancer is an increas-
ingly common disease among gay 
and bisexual men, there are no 
guidelines for anal cancer screen-
ing in the U.S. On top of that, most 
medical schools don’t train doc-
tors to do anal Pap tests that can 
identify abnormal, possibly can-
cerous cells. There’s not even an 
FDA-approved test for anal HPV. 

By participating in this study, 
we can begin to take the screening 
process into our own hands. Self 
and partner-assisted anal exams 
aren’t meant to replace doctors 
and nurses, but just like feeling for 
a lump in your testicles, the goal 
is to find the problem early when 
it can still be easily treated. As 
with screening for cervical can-
cer, screening for anal cancer can 
prevent most cases of the disease. 
In fact, some healthcare providers 
feel that all men who have recep-
tive anal sex should talk to their 
doctor and seriously consider 
regular screening for anal cancer. 
Screening can identify changes 

in the tissue of the anal canal that 
could lead to cancer if not treated.

HPV and HIV
Gay men are much more likely to 
get HIV infection than we are to 
get anal cancer. Best estimates 
are that about 5 in 1,000 gay men 
in the U.S. will get HIV this year—
and men with HIV who have a 
suppressed immune system are at 
greater risk for anal cancer. (This 
is also the case with people who 
have a suppressed immune system 
due to drugs given during an organ 
transplant.) While it’s important 
for all gay men to get regular HPV 
screenings, it is especially crucial 
for men with HIV, so that changes 
in their anal canal can be caught 
before they proceed to anal cancer.

HPV causes other cancers, 
too, including cancer of the penis 
and of the throat. But there is even 
less known about these conditions 
than there is about anal cancer. 

For more than 25 years, gay 
and bisexual men have been deal-
ing with the threat of HIV. But 
we also know that HIV isn’t the 
only threat to our health. Other 
issues (like the threats of violence, 
discrimination in the workplace, 
and drug and alcohol dependence) 
are just part of the reality of being 
a gay man in the United States. 
And for the most part, we’ve been 
successful in navigating our way 
through this minefield. We get 
through it by learning how to take 
active steps to avoid things, or 
relying on one of our brothers to 
help us navigate the system. And 
sometimes, we’ve just been lucky. 

It’s no different with the can-
cers caused by HPV.  

Interested in participating 
in our study? Give us a call at 
832.977.2350 or shoot us an email 
at SAEStudy@uth.tmc.edu.

Questions? Dr. Alan Nyitray can  
be reached at alan.g.nyitray@uth 
.tmc.edu. Dr. Nyitray is an assis-
tant professor and epidemiologist 
at the University of Texas School  
of Public Health at Houston. Dr. 
Joseph Hicks is a veterinarian  
(it’s a long story) and the study 
coordinator for the Self and Part-
ner-Assisted Anal Exam study at 
the University of Texas School of 
Public Health at Houston. He can 
be reached at joseph.t.hicks@uth 
.tmc.edu.

ALLEY
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Home for the Holidays

For the LGBT community, 
the holidays can trigger 
feelings of loneliness at 
family gatherings.

The holidays are a time that generally 
evokes warm feelings: the smell of 
pine needles and sugar cookies, sitting 

around the fire exchanging gifts with fam-
ily and friends, and reminiscing about past 
escapades. For the LGBT community, though, 
the holidays usually involve family gatherings 
where they are the only gay or transgender 
person in the house, which can lead to feelings 
of being different and alone. 

“I remember seeing a book on a bookshelf 
titled The Sin of Homosexuality in our church 
bookstore when I was 11,” says Jaime Cryer. 
“I snuck back in to read it in the dark, trying 
to figure out how to get rid of what was wrong 
with me.”

Cryer came out in 2012, after two marriag-
es and four kids. “Five years ago, I would have 
never thought I’d be here; I would have laughed 
in your face,” he says. 

But he reached a point in his life when he 
had to make a deci-
sion to either live or 
die. “I was miserable, 
and I wanted to end 
my life,” he says. “I 
even had a plan. The day I planned to do it, I 
was pacing the floor and crying, and my phone 
rang. It was my favorite aunt, calling to let me 
know that I had been on her mind. When she 
asked me what was wrong, I told her I couldn’t 
tell. After she finally got it out of me, she said 
that she didn’t care.”

After he told his aunt, Cryer was faced with 
the difficult task of talking to his sister, his 
twin brother, and finally his wife. While his 
sister and aunt have remained supportive, his 

mother has struggled, and his father doesn’t 
want to be confronted. “I used to talk to my 
brother a few times a week. Now we can go 
months [without speaking],” Cryer says.

Raised in a large, fundamentalist Chris-
tian family where holiday celebrations are a 
big deal, Cryer feels the tension when he goes 
home and doesn’t generally feel welcome. 
Therapist Tony Aucoin, LCSW, says that this 

is not unusual. “When 
returning home for the 
holidays, people who 
are LGBT often wonder 
how much of them-

selves they need to hide. There can be a lot of 
shame associated with going back to a place 
where you can’t be yourself.”

According to the Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Administration 
(SAMHSA), factors such as verbal and physi-
cal harassment, negative experiences related 
to coming out when there is little family ac-
ceptance, substance use, and isolation all 
contribute to higher rates of suicide attempts 
among gay men and youth. Multiple studies 

have shown that depression and anxiety af-
fect gay men at a higher rate than the general 
population. Lesbian and bisexual women were 
2 to 2.5 times more likely than heterosexual 
women to experience suicidal ideation in the 
past 12 months.

Mental-health issues can be compounded 
during the holidays, when expectations about 
family gatherings are particularly high. Ac-
cording to Aucoin, “There is always an influx 
of calls to my office immediately after the holi-
days. Even when families are accepting, there 
can still be a loaded response. Just because you 
come out doesn’t mean the baggage goes away.”

Last year, when Cryer went home for the 
first time since coming out, he experienced 
first-hand how difficult the transition could 
be. “It felt awkward; I could tell things weren’t 
right with my mom,” he says. “My dad wouldn’t 
even come. Everyone knew why he wasn’t 
there, but no one would say anything.” His fa-
ther also made it clear that Cryer’s boyfriend, 
Jonathan, was not invited. “I was faced with 
either having to go alone, or dividing the fam-
ily,” he explains. �

By Januari Leo

“There can be a lot of shame 
associated with going back to a 

place where you can’t be yourself.”

Thanksgiving Family Dinner
When families get together for the holidays, things rarely go as planned. While carving the 

Thanksgiving turkey, Robert Downey Jr.’s  character in Jodie Foster’s dramedy Home for the Holidays 
accidentally lets the bird fall into his sister’s lap. But for LGBT folks traveling home for the holidays, 

family time with unaccepting relatives can prove more awkward than a renegade bird. As therapist 
Tony Aucoin says, “The freedom of knowing that this isn’t going to last forever is helpful.” 
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Because his partner is not welcome, Cryer 
finally decided not to attend family holidays. 
“I missed my twin brother’s daughter’s high 
school graduation,” he says. “I said if I can’t 
be myself, I don’t want to go. I just don’t care 
anymore.”

Aucoin notes that seeing a therapist before 
the holidays to develop a self-care plan can be 
helpful in staving off holiday-related mental-
health issues. “First, remember that you al-
ways have a choice of whether or not to go, even 
if it doesn’t feel like it,” he says. “Second, it’s a 
good idea to have an exit plan. The freedom of 
knowing that this isn’t going to last forever is 
helpful.” Other suggestions for a smoother visit 
include:
• Before your visit, make arrangements to call 
a good friend who can share your concerns and 
pump you up. After the visit, ask your friend to 
help you process what took place.
• Stay at a hotel rather than in the family home.
• Set limits on the amount of time you are will-
ing to spend visiting.
• Shorten the trip—quality time can be more 
important than simply hanging around.
• Set your own expectations—trying to manage 
others’ issues can cause anxiety.
• Find a family member who you really enjoy 
spending time with, and use that person to help 
blow off steam.
• Spend time with your “family of choice.” 
Have a second Christmas or Thanksgiving 
observance with your friends, where everyone 
brings leftovers from their family holidays to 
share and unwind. 

Another issue to be aware of during the 
holidays is overuse of drugs and/or alcohol. 
According to SAMHSA, LGBT individuals use 
alcohol and illicit drugs at a higher rate than 
the general population. Aucoin warns against 
relying on substances in emotionally charged 
situations. “Often, the whole family is doing it, 
so it is socially acceptable,” he says. “But when 
we use drugs and alcohol to manage an emo-
tional state, we’re opening up a box of worms.”

Substance use can make you feel better, 
which is both a good and bad thing. Aucoin 
says to ask yourself, “Am I having a drink to 
celebrate with my family, or to manage anxiety 
and depression?”

While Cryer has found a great level of ac-
ceptance from Jonathan’s family, he still feels 
a general sense of sadness around the holidays 
because he is not included in his family’s 
holiday gatherings. “I feel ostracized, because 
holidays were always a big deal,” he says. “I 
actually dread the holidays, because it is so dif-
ferent from how it was. It’s hard when you see 
pictures of everyone together. It stings.”

Januari Leo is the director of public affairs for 
Legacy Community Health. You can follow her 
on Twitter a-t @januarileo.

HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS
continued from previous page
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America’s Boyfriend

Or Santa Claus? 

His fans call him “America’s Boy-
friend,” but this holiday season, 
Frank Gonzalez wants to play Santa 

Claus in Mexico. The former Mr. Texas Un-
limited, who parlayed that title to organize a 
school-supplies drive for children living with 
HIV and/or a�ected by HIV, is collecting toys 
and clothes from Houstonians to take to a 
Mexican orphanage.

“This will happen on December 12, which 
is the Our Lady of Guadalupe [celebration in 
Mexico],” explains Gonzalez. “It is a very im-
portant pre-Christmas festival, and we will 
have clowns and music and a posada.”

He calls the program Buddies Without 
Borders. It will benefit children at the Casa 
Hogar Oasis de los Niños orphanage in Sabinas 
Hidalgo, Nuevo Leon. “The orphanage receives 
zero help from the Mexican government,” ex-
plains Gonzalez. “Their monthly donations for 
the children from residents are $150, and that 
has to pay for food, school supplies, utility bills, 
and much more. It is so 
sad because they usu-
ally make themselves 
a toy that they all have 
to share, so it breaks 
within days.” 

Gonzalez, who is 
32 and single, was born in Monterrey, Mexico, 
before moving to Bellaire at age 7. As a child, 
he accompanied his father, a doctor of general 
medicine, on humanitarian aid trips to Vene-
zuela. “We met people with little to no income, 
who were ill,” he says. 

In addition, he often crossed paths with the 
reigning Miss Venezuela, who would be visit-
ing volunteer clinics as part of her duties as a 
beauty queen and goodwill ambassador. “I was 
just amazed,” says Gonzalez, who now lives 
in Pearland. “[These pageant winners] were 
six-foot-tall, beautiful ‘Glamazons’ who would 

walk into a room, and suddenly it would feel 
like a palace. These were girls who might have 
come from the slums, but when they became 
Miss Venezuela, they were adorned with so 
much beauty. I was fascinated by how much 
power and influence they had, to bring smiles 

to the faces of the patients.”
Gonzalez hopes to make 

a merry Christmas for the 
30 or so children at the 
Mexican orphanage. But 
his mission, crossing into 
Mexico loaded with pres-

ents, might not be as easy as it sounds.
In July, Gonzalez posted his plan on Face-

book in a video appeal to launch the toy drive. 
Friends and fans immediately wanted to get 
involved, but Gonzalez knew there would be 
obstacles.

First, he knew he would have to person-
ally deliver the toys to the orphanage so the 
government wouldn’t misdirect them. He 
managed to get an o¢cial letter from his 
cousin—the newly elected mayor of Sabinas 
Hidalgo—that should allow him to carry the 
toys across the border at Laredo. “The orphan-

age is a three-hour drive into Mexico, so I still 
have to arrange for some kind of security and 
figure out how we are going to transport the 
merchandise,” he explains.

In 1999, his mother, a nurse, collected more 
than 200 toys for children in her hometown of 
Sardina, Mexico, but when she arrived with 
them, along with a huge donation of sweet 
treats from a bakery, Gonzalez says, “she was 
greeted by DIF, the National System for Inte-
gral Family Development. Once the media ar-
rived, El DIF took credit for all of the toy dona-
tions.” Gonzalez wants to make sure that kids 
at the orphanage know this year’s gifts come 
from Houstonians. 

For several years, Gonzalez has worked 
as a community health worker for St. Hope 
Foundation, visiting homeless shelters, food 
pantries, drug recovery centers, and halfway 
houses to test people for sexually transmitted 
diseases. “We offer free HIV and syphilis test-
ing,” he says. “Persons who test positive are 
then referred for treatment at our clinic, or any 
other clinic in the community.”

Gonzalez enjoys his work in the medical 
field, but longs to return to a dream job in � 

By Donalevan Maines

“It is so sad because they 
usually make themselves a toy 

that they all have to share, so 
it breaks within days.”

Bringing Christmas Joy
On December 12, former Mr. Texas Unlimited 
Frank Gonzalez will deliver toys and clothing 
to the Casa Hogar Oasis de los Niños orphanage in Mexico through his newly established 
Buddies Without Borders program.

‹
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the media. “I am fascinated by cameras and 
lights,” he says. 

Once, while volunteering at an ABC Chan-
nel 13 telethon for the Houston Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, the late 
newscaster Alan Hemberger asked Gonzalez 
if he would translate into Spanish what Hem-
berger was going to say to viewers after the 
break. “Sure, I would love to be on TV,” Gonza-
lez recalls saying to Hemberger. 

Gonzalez was so good that Hemberger said, 
“Wow! We are going to have to do this again!” 

“We kept doing it throughout the telethon, 
and I was invited back two more years after 
that,” says Gonzalez.

While Hemberger also appeared as “Alan 
Arthur” on Entertainment Tonight, Gonzalez 
says he recently declined an offer to work as a 
reporter on a TMZ-style program on Spanish-
language television, called The Office Chisme. 
(“Chisme” is a Spanish word for “gossip.”) 
“That is not my cup of tea,” he explains.

However, two media gigs he did enjoy were 
reporting fashion and entertainment news on 
Dia Delivery, a magazine-style show, and host-
ing the program Love with Pasión (or “passion”). 

Giving relationship advice to callers, Gon-
zalez says, “is where I obtained the nickname 
of ‘America’s Boyfriend.’ The network is called 
Mi Casa Broadcasting Network, but when the 
station moved to Los Angeles, I stayed here in 
Houston. I am still waiting for another TV of-
fer that is just right.” 

To contact Gonzalez about contributing to 
the clothes and toy drive, email buddieswithout 
borders@yahoo.com. The orphanage, Casa Hog-
ar Oasis de los Niños, also has a Facebook page.

Donalevan Maines also writes about Theatre 
LaB Houston in this issue of OUTSMART.

AMERICA’S BOYFRIEND
continued from previous page
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Trans Cinema Takes Houston
Gender Reel film and art festival makes its Bayou City debut.

Transgender, intersex, and genderqueer 
experiences on film? Yep, Gender Reel 
has it all. The nationwide traveling 

film and art festival dedicated to showcasing 
gender-nonconforming, gender-variant, queer, 
and transgender identities is making its first-
ever stop in Houston on November 20–22.

Founded by trans activist Joe Ippolito, 
Gender Reel held its first festival in Phila-
delphia in 2011 with the goal of increasing 
visibility for experiences that fall under the 
trans umbrella. Since then, the festival has 
expanded exponentially, spreading to cities 
such as Boston, Minneapolis, and Omaha. “As 
someone who does work with film festivals, 
I am incredibly surprised at how quickly this 
has grown,” says Koomah, an organizer of 
Gender Reel Houston.

Koomah—who has regularly interacted 
with Ippolito at the Philadelphia Trans-Health 
Conference—has been in talks for a few years 
about increasing the festival’s Southern pres-
ence and bringing it to Houston. With the help 
of fellow organizers Jay Mays and Stephanie 
Saint Sanchez, and with funding from the 
Idea Fund and the Houston Arts Alliance, the 
Houston festival is now a reality. “This whole 
film festival is totally community-funded 
through the arts community and the City of 
Houston,” Koomah 
says, noting that the 
funding has also al-
lowed for all festival 
events to be free and 
open to the public.

Each of the festi-
val’s organizers—who have brought both trans 
and non-trans perspectives to the table—has 
worked hard to curate a diverse program 
schedule. The lineup is pulled from a broad 
range of submissions, and features everything 
from professionally shot films to amateur 
pieces filmed on iPhones. Don’t expect the fes-
tival to simply look like an episode of I Am Cait 
either. “I think so often you have organizations 

or people on TV that present a very one-sided 
view of what being trans looks like,” Koomah 
says. “One of the things about having a film 
festival that highlights transgender people and 
issues is that it gives a voice to the people who 
so often don’t get to share their experiences. 
And through sharing those experiences, they 
can hopefully help people better understand 
what being trans is like from their own [per-
spective].”

Gender Reel Houston kicks off with the 
festival’s general film showcase on Friday, No-
vember 20, at 6:30 p.m. at Rice Media Center. 

The evening will in-
clude a variety of short 
films and a screening 
of Sam Feder’s Kate 
Bornstein Is a Queer 
& Pleasant Danger, 
which highlights the 

life of transgender theorist, author, and 2015 
Houston Transgender Unity Banquet keynote 
speaker Kate Bornstein.

Saturday’s Southern showcase brings a 
local flare to the festival. The program—which 
begins at 9 p.m. at Frenetic Theater following 
the Houston Trans Day of Remembrance—
highlights visual artists, filmmakers, and per-
formers from the South. In addition to Hous-

ton artists, several participants will be cross-
ing state lines to take part in the showcase. 
“It’s really going to be a wide range of things,” 
Koomah says, explaining that the night will 
include spoken-word poetry, performance art, 
burlesque, gender performance, drag, mono-
logues, paintings, sculptures, photography, 
and more. 

Gender Reel Houston is especially excited 
to include live performances in the festival, 
Koomah says, and to be able to compensate 
the artists for their work. “For artists, that’s 
always a big deal. They’ll have the opportu-
nity to sell their art and keep 100 percent of 
the sales, which is really unheard of. And for 
trans people, that’s huge. Trans artists don’t 
have a lot of visibility, and transgender people 
have one of the highest unemployment rates. 
So anything that brings money to transgender 
people—specifically transgender artists and 
performers—and gets them exposure is so im-
pactful for the community.”

Sunday marks the festival’s family-friendly 
event, happening from 4 to 6 p.m. at the Mon-
trose Center. All of that day’s featured content 
will be rated “G” and “PG” and includes ani-
mation, pieces aimed at trans and gender-
variant youth, and more. The family-friendly 
event will be pay-what-you-can, with  all � 

By Megan Smith

“I think so often you have 
organizations or people on TV 

that present a very one-sided view 
of what being trans looks like.”

Grab Your Popcorn
Gender Reel premieres in Houston for the first time on November 20–22. Pictured are festival 

organizers (l–r) Stephanie Saint Sanchez, Koomah, and Jay Mays.

‹
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proceeds benefiting the Montrose Center’s 
HATCH Youth program. The festival is proud 
to give back to the same program that first got 
Koomah, a former HATCH kid, involved in art. 
“We’re using our presence to give back to the 
community,” Koomah says.

“We’re really trying to reach a bunch of 
different demographics with this [festival],” 
Koomah adds. “Obviously there is a focus on 
the trans, gender-diverse, and intersex com-
munities, but we’re also trying to reach people 
in the arts community, straight friends and 
allies, and the LGB community as well.”

With this year’s Gender Reel Houston 
poised for success, Koomah and fellow orga-
nizers are already looking ahead to the fes-
tival’s future. “We got funding this year, but 
aren’t eligible for the same funding next year,” 
Koomah explains. “So anyone who wants to 
support this, let us know!”

For more information, a full festival schedule, 
or to contact Gender Reel Houston organiz-
ers, visit genderreelfest.com/?page_id=3456 
or facebook.com/genderreelhouston. Although 
submissions for Gender Reel Houston are now 
closed, artists interested in having their work 
considered can still submit to the national festi-
val at genderreelfest.com.

TRANS CINEMA TAKES HOUSTON
continued from previous page
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Reimagining Home

Tiny homes—they’re 
worth exploring.

As evidenced by the popularity of tele-
vision shows with names like You 
Live in What? and Tiny House Nation, 

alternative housing is a topic with wide appeal 
these days. Convert an old grocery store or a 
washateria to be your home, and programmers 
hungry for fresh content will beat a path to 
your door. 

Here in Houston, shipping-container homes 
and unusual conversions spur our imaginations 
at home tours and showcases. There is even a 
local Tiny House Meetup Group hoping to get 
local government entities on board with tiny 
homes. And make no mistake: this movement 
is about efficiency of both space and money. 
An article in the Houston Chronicle earlier 
this year drew criticism from readers when 
the newspaper included in the article photos 
of small Heights bungalows (less than 1,000 
square feet), which were currently on the mar-
ket in the $300,000 and $400,000s.

Although most Houston homeowners still 
opt for “stick and 
brick” construction 
with two bedrooms or 
more for their prima-
ry residence, it’s cer-
tainly interesting to 
explore the possibili-
ties offered by alter-
native choices. After 
all, for most of us, our home mortgage or rent 
is our largest monthly expense. The appeal of 
paying less, or even paying cash for a smaller 
home, is undeniably appealing. What if your 
home cost about the same as your car?  Less 
to maintain, less to cool, and less to furnish. 
Some tiny homes are built on trailer beds, both 
to avoid city ordinances and to provide for mo-

bility. It’s no wonder this is such an intriguing 
topic. The tiny-home movement seems to be as 
much about freedom as it is about dwellings. 

In Texas there are several tiny-home 
builders, some offering do-it-yourself work-

shops. Tiny Texas Homes in 
Luling builds from salvaged 
materials mostly from century-
old buildings, with an emphasis 
on vintage and whimsical 
structures. Kanga Room Sys-
tems out of Waco prefabricates 
cabins with a modern flare. A 
tour of projects around Austin 

done by Kanga drives home the reality that 
most tiny homes today are used as second 
homes, guesthouses, and grandparent quar-
ters. Kanga offers several plans in the range of 
$30,000 to $50,000, but that doesn’t include 
land to put your tiny home on or the cost of 
hooking it up to city services. Kanga plans to 
expand in the Houston market, but so far has 

installed only a few cabins and also a yoga 
studio here. While the small-home movement 
focuses mostly on homes below 400 square 
feet, there is interest in tiny homes as small as 
120 square feet. 

160 square feet is a particularly significant 
size for a home, because that happens to be the 
size of a standard 8-by-20-foot shipping con-
tainer. Used shipping containers generally are 
available in 8 x 20 and 8 x 40 sizes with 8.5- or 
9.5-foot ceilings. They can be found for sale 
in the Houston area from $2,000 to $5,000, 
depending on size and condition. Shipping-
container enthusiasts are often involved in 
the tiny-home movement; however, multiple 
containers can be connected to build more 
conventional-sized homes. 

One of the first shipping-container houses 
in Houston to garner acclaim was the Cordell 
House by Numen Development, LLC. Built just 
east of the Heights in 2008, while not tiny, it 
drew crowds to view this cool home that was �  

By Karen Derr

Some tiny homes are built on 
trailers beds, both to avoid 

city ordinances and provide 
for mobility. The tiny-home 

movement seems to be as 
much about freedom as it is 

about dwellings.

Backyard Beauty
Houston designer Shane Cook used shipping containers to create a backyard apartment and office 

for one Heights family. The owners even commissioned a mural by a local artist—a graffiti-style 
tribute to their two sons on the side of the avant-garde structure.
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anything but traditional. Numen Develop-
ment’s website (numendevelopment.com)  
offers several designs smaller than 500  
square feet. 

Houston designer Shane Cook more recent-
ly used shipping containers to create a back-
yard apartment and office for one Heights fam-
ily. The project won the 2014 Paper City Design 
Award for Green Project/Use of Sustainable 
Products. Cook stacked two containers to cre-
ate balconies above and open parking below. 
Owners Jennifer and Jeff Copeland even com-
missioned a mural by a local artist—a graffiti-
style tribute to their two sons on the side of the 
avant-garde structure. “We absolutely love our 
space. My office is perfect, and out-of-town 
guests really are impressed as well [with the 
apartment]. Having storage on the bottom is 
also really helpful,” says Jennifer Copeland. 

Designer Shane Cook says, “For both tiny-
house and shipping-container projects, the 
way in which the exterior is insulated is criti-
cal. Site orientation is important to maximize 
the amount of natural lighting in order for the 
spaces to appear larger and as welcoming as 
possible. Some people don’t realize that once 
a window or door opening is cut into the sides, 
or the original doors are removed from the end 
of a container, the entire structure is compro-
mised and will need some additional reinforce-
ment at any modified areas.” 

Instead of building a shipping-container 
structure on site, J. Evans Custom Homes 
will build out the container and ship it to you 
for installation. Located in Lorain, Ohio, J. 
Evans Custom Homes recently participated 
in a housing expo for flood-prone areas in 
Texas. Co-founder Nicole Kendrick says, “We 
operate in a facility that gives us the ability to 
pre-manufacture our container designs year-
round and ship to anywhere in the country by 
semi or rail, right from our facility.”  Kendrick 
uses a total square footage of 450 or less to des-
ignate a home as tiny, not including sleeping 
lofts, which are common in tiny-home design. 
She says her company also builds in Murphy-
style beds that fold away to make the most of 
limited square footage.   

Regardless of whether your style is indus-
trial, vintage, or modern, finding a place in the 
city to put your tiny home will be your first 
challenge. The cost of a full-size lot in a walk-
able neighborhood or close to public transpor-
tation can easily put you over your budget for 
financial freedom. However, neighborhoods 
east of downtown are booming, and with the 
area’s mix of aging industrial and older resi-
dential homes, some interesting developments 
are in the works.

One such east-side neighborhood is Japhet 
Creek Community. Just a few blocks from the 
Last Organic Outpost Community Farm, the 

REIMAGINING HOMES
continued from previous page
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The Gay 
Gore
Lesley Gore, the singer of 
major hits “It’s My Party” 
and “You Don’t Own Me,” 
gets a bio.  

Unless you’re of a certain age, you’ve 
probably never heard of Lesley Gore. 
However, you may have heard her song 

“It’s My Party” (“and I’ll cry if I want to/Cry if I 
want to, cry if I want to/You would cry too if it 
happened to you”). It was a huge hit in the early 
’60s, and the singer followed soon after with 
“You Don’t Own Me,” one of the first feminist 
anthems. The lyrics say it all: “You don’t own 
me/I’m not just one of your many toys/You 
don’t own me/Don’t say I can’t go with other 
boys/And don’t tell me what to do/Don’t tell 
me what to say/And please, when I go out with 
you/Don’t put me on display ’cause/You don’t 
own me/Don’t try to change me in any way/
You don’t own me/Don’t tie me down ’cause  
I’d never stay.” 
That the singer 
was gay makes 
it all the more 
appealing. 

Trevor 
Tolliver, one of 
Lesley Gore’s 
biggest fans and the author of the new book 
You Don’t Own Me, answers a few questions 
about the singer’s songs and her life.

Blase DiStefano: How did “It’s My 
Party” come about, and what major 
songs were on the charts at the same 
time? 
Trevor Tolliver: Lesley Gore’s demo recordings 
had made their way to Quincy Jones at Mer-
cury Records, and he liked the style, purity, 
and talent in the 16-year-old’s voice.  After 
listening to a pile of potential songs to record 
for the label, “It’s My Party” managed to stay 
at the top of the list, and it was recorded in late 

March 1963. (By the way, the story of a girl 
throwing a tantrum at her birthday party was 
inspired by the true story of the bratty daugh-
ter of one of the songwriters.) 

Jones found out that super-producer Phil 
Spector had just recorded “Party” with The 
Crystals, who were a hot girl group at the time. 
Not to be bested, Quincy Jones and engineer 

Phil Ramone stayed up 
all night pressing copies 
of Gore’s version and sent 
it out to the major radio 
stations. In just a matter 
of weeks, “It’s My Party” 
was a national and world-
wide hit and a cultural 

phenomenon, which faced worthy competition 
on the charts from Little Peggy March (“I Will 
Follow Him”), The Chiffons (“He’s So Fine”), 
and The Crystals (“Da Doo Ron Ron”).

“You Don’t Own Me” seemed to be 
the first song by a female singer to 
finally state the obvious. How was it 
that Gore recorded it, and what was 
the response to the song? 
One afternoon while Gore was relaxing by the 
pool at a Catskills resort where she was per-
forming, two Philadelphia songwriters, David 
White and John Madara, approached her and 
played an acoustic version of their new song, 

“You Don’t Own Me.” She loved the force and 
bravado behind the lyrics, and took the song 
to Quincy, who agreed to produce the unusual 
track. 

Since other songs at the time cast girls 
in subservient, weak roles, “You Don’t Own 
Me” was a colossal hit that seemed to speak 
to young female fans who desperately wanted 
and needed to hear a stronger message. The 
song soared to #2, sandwiched between the 
first two singles from The Beatles. 

As hugely popular and respected as the 
song was, Gore was disappointed to be forced 
back into more tepid musical territory, rein-
forcing her widely accepted image as a vic-
timized girl with perpetual dating crises and 
chronically abusive boyfriends.

When did Gore realize she was gay, 
and who was the first person (or per-
sons) she told?  
Gore says she adored both boys and girls, but it 
wasn’t until her acceptance to Sarah Lawrence 
College when she felt she could explore that 
part of herself she’d kept hidden from the glare 
of the spotlight.  

Gore wasn’t allowed to decide when the 
time was right for her to come out on her own 
terms. In the early 1970s, she was forced out 
of the closet when an anonymous letter was 
delivered to her parents, tattling that she’d � 

By Blase DiStefano

“Since other songs at the time cast 
girls in subservient, weak roles, ‘You 
Don’t Own Me’ was a colossal hit that 
seemed to speak to young female fans 
who desperately wanted and needed 

to hear a stronger message.”

Don’t Put Her on Display
Lesley Gore (l) poses with Lois Sasson, her partner of 
30 years, at Elaine’s restaurant in New York in 2010. 
INSET: Trevor Tolliver, author of You Don’t Own Me.
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been spotted emerging from a gay and lesbian 
bar. By now she was in her early 20s and much 
more certain and confident, so she didn’t deny 
the accusation. She led an openly gay life from 
that point on. 

Her parents struggled initially, but I’m 
sure their concerns were smoothed over with 
help from the calm and diplomatic presence of 
Lesley’s younger brother Michael, with whom 
she always enjoyed a close and loving friend-
ship. He stayed by her side through the process 
and gave her the support she needed to be able 
to come to terms with her true personal and 
sexual identity.  

At what point in her career did she 
meet Lois Sasson? Tell me a little 
about that relationship. 
Gore and Sasson met as early as 1969, and al-
though they enjoyed a brief relationship then, 
a restless Gore ended up leaving New York for 
California to focus on herself, her career, and 
her latest comeback. 

After writing, recording, and releasing two 
extraordinary (but ultimately failed) albums 
in the 1970s, Gore returned to her roots on the 
East Coast to reunite with Sasson and work on 
the motion-picture soundtrack for Fame with 
her brother, Michael. The two remained insep-
arable for over 30 years, and that relationship 
was a source of strength, comfort, excitement, 
and peace for Gore. 

As a devastating postscript, the two were 
planning to legally marry in the fall of this 
year, but Gore passed suddenly in February 
from an aggressive form of lung cancer.

Speaking of relationships, how did 
you meet Gore, and how long did you 
know her? 
I had seen Gore perform twice over the years, 
and both times I had the pleasure of meeting 
her afterward. In 2013, I approached her with 
a draft of my book, and although she declined 
to participate because she was at work on her 
own biographical stage musical, she didn’t 
discourage my project, and even remained in 
contact with me throughout the remainder  
of 2014. 

Those of us who had the honor of knowing 
her even briefly were touched by her generos-
ity and her kindness. Anyone who was able to 
meet her was delighted to learn that she was 
exactly what they would have hoped her to be 
in person.  

I wanted my book to celebrate her amazing 
talent and indomitable spirit, and I hope it pro-
longs the conversation about Lesley Gore and 
the amazing body of work she left behind.  

You Don’t Own Me by Trevor Tolliver is pub-
lished by Backbeat Books (backbeatbooks.com).

THE GAY GORE
continued from previous page
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                         looked at my phone one evening 
                         and I had a message notification 
                         from—of all things—a dating app,” 
Michael Roberts sheepishly admits. “Some-
thing I found a bit strange, and even more so 
when the other party asked: ‘Aren’t you a band 
director?’ From an earlier conversation, he 
had remembered that I am a professional mu-
sician and a conductor. He informed me that 
the Houston Pride Band was looking for a new 
director, and suggested I apply.” After a pro-
cess that included an application, interview, 
and some trial rehearsals, Roberts got the job. 
(No word on what happened to Roberts’ myste-
rious online dating prospect.) 

Michael Roberts grew up in Arkansas, 
went to college in the Texas Panhandle, and 
received a music-education degree studying 
oboe and saxophone. “I was lucky enough to 
start working immediately after college as an 
assistant in a large music program.” 

Some years later, Roberts reconnected with 
Dr. Jack Stamp, a musical mentor he had known 
since high school. “He 
had originally sug-
gested that I obtain 
an undergraduate 
degree, teach music 
for a few years, and 
then pursue addition-
al training,” Roberts says. “I eventually applied 
to study with him and returned to academia, 
obtaining a master’s degree in conducting.” 

On the advice of several colleges, Roberts 
then came back to Texas, joining a school dis-
trict where music education was not merely an 
elective, but a part of the curriculum that was 
highly valued by students, teachers, adminis-
trators, and parents. 

“I

Hey Buddy, Can You Spare a Tuba?

Michael Roberts starts  
his inaugural season as 
artistic director of the 
Houston Pride Band.  

Seeking additional opportunity and re-
sponsibility, Roberts then moved to Houston, 
where he has worked for the past seven years. 
“Living in the Texas Panhandle for so long, I 
knew that eventually I needed to be in a major 
city—a place with an established community. I 
wanted to be able to enjoy my work and my life. 
My current school’s program is amazing and 
very well supported—it’s a wonderful job, and I 
love living in a cultural center.”

The Houston Pride Band was formed in 
1978, ostensibly to march annually in the 
city’s Gay Pride Parade. The band eventually 
became a nonprofit organization and now 
performs several concerts a year as a full 

50-member ensemble under 
the direction of Roberts and 
assistant artistic director 
Deborah Hirsch.

“As I researched the 
band, I realized what an ex-
traordinary group it is,” Rob-

erts says. “I was impressed by how much they 
care about music—and even more by the nu-
merous small-group activities they undertake 
in support of Houston’s LGBT community. 
Band members are always doing something to 
benefit others.”  

These smaller activities are part of the 
band’s “Spotlight Series” that provides a 
musical presence at numerous community 

activites. “In addition to our main-stage con-
certs, we provide music for celebratory events, 
memorial services, banquets—anywhere we’re 
needed. These performances are optional, and 
our musicians are happy to assist when they 
can. Since we are comprised of volunteers, I 
never want players to feel overburdened by the 
work we do.” 

Roberts jumped into his new job during a 
very heady time. In short order, he had to man-
age a season finale, a marriage-equality celebra-
tion, and an historic Pride Parade. Immediately 
following his appointment, Roberts conducted 
two pieces at the season’s final concert. “Of 
course, it was a medley from The Wizard of Oz,” 
Roberts says. “The only thing more cliché than 
conducting that particular score was that I 
wore a pair of ruby slippers while doing it! Even 
though I was ‘the new guy,’ I had an absolute 
blast with the musicians and audience. 

“Shortly thereafter,” he continues, “the 
annual Pride Parade, coming on the heels of 
the historic Supreme Court marriage-equality 
decision, was a huge event for the band. Our 
sister organizations in Dallas and San Antonio 
joined us for the celebration, giving us 80 play-
ers in the parade. For me, it was a hoot to be a 
drum major—again—at age 36!”

In addition to the parade, Roberts cre-
ates programs for the group’s concert season, 
conferring with his assistant, Hirsch, and � 

By Rich Arenschieldt

“The only thing more cliché 
than conducting [a medley from 

The Wizard of Oz] was that I 
wore a pair of ruby slippers 

while doing it!”

He’d Rather Direct
Michael Roberts directs the Houston Pride Band in a concert at Resurrection MCC. 

“Band members are always doing something to benefit others,” Roberts says.

‹
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others from the group. “This year was easy,” 
he says. “Obviously, we had to do a marriage/
wedding-themed program. Our holiday pro-
gram is comprised of entertaining works, and 
our spring concert (just before Pride) is always 
something with a strong LGBT theme.”

The band tries to vary its programming 
when planning their mainstage concerts. In 
recent years, they’ve worked to incorporate nar-
ration, video, and different theatrical offerings. 
“In this forum we can utilize many things to 
entertain audiences,” Roberts says. “Right now 
we are collaborating with a film composer, com-
missioning an original silent-film score. This 
is brand new—something we have never done. 
As a result, our March 2016 concert, featuring 
a Charlie Chaplin classic, will be very exciting.

“Membership in the band is on an up-
swing,” he says. “We have a full complement of 
players, and ideally I would like to continue to 
increase the size of the group. This will enable 
us to broaden our repertoire and also expand 
opportunities for resources. Many of our 
musicians want to perform with us but do not 
own instruments—especially the larger, more 
expensive ones.” Roberts expressed an inter-
est in obtaining a full set of concert tubas (ap-
parently they are hard to come by) in case any 
OUTSMART readers have one to spare.

“The music we play is very solid, and we are 
constantly improving our musical product. It 
would be wonderful if the group could perform 
at a professional music convention (such as the 
Texas Music Educators Association annual 
convention) as an LGBT group. That would be 
an excellent way to showcase our musicians 
and advocate for our mission, one that express-
es unity through music.” 

2017 will be equally busy for Roberts 
and the group. “Houston will be hosting the 
National Lesbian and Gay Band Association 
annual conference,” Roberts says. “That or-
ganization is comprised of Pride bands from 
around the country that will gather in Houston 
to meet and play together. Typically, several 
hundred people will perform at and attend 
these events. It’s a huge undertaking for us, and 
as one of the founding bands in the association, 
it’s important that we make a good impression.

“The Houston Pride Band members play 
great music, and our audiences always have 
lots of fun,” he continues. “Concert attendees 
thoroughly enjoy themselves and everyone 
seems genuinely happy to be involved. This is 
definitely something that I wanted to be a part 
of, and I am thrilled to be chosen to work with 
the organization.”    

The band is open to musicians of vary-
ing skill levels, and rehearses on Wednesday 
evenings, 7:30–9:30 p.m., at Bethel UCC, 1107 
Shepherd Drive, near Washington Avenue. 
You can contact them through their website at 
houstonprideband.org.

Rich Arenschieldt is a frequent contributor to 
OUTSMART magazine.

HEY BUDDY, CAN YOU SPARE A TUBA?
continued from previous page
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Unzipped

The new season at 
Theater LaB Houston.

The premise of Tom Jacobsen’s play  
The Twentieth-Century Way is that, 
with zippers becoming popular 

around 1914, it became easier for gay men to 
unfasten their pants, giving quicker “access” 
to the family jewels.

“They’re calling it ‘the 20th century way,’” 
says Warren, explaining to the play’s other 
character, Brown, how the zipper, along with 
better personal hygiene, gave rise to more 
oral-sex encounters in public changing rooms.

The flurry of furtive couplings also 
established a rationale for some policemen to 
escape the pesky task of keeping people safe 
from violent crime 
in favor of entrap-
ping defenseless 
gay men seeking 
momentary thrills 
in “public pissoirs.”

“SPECIAL VICE 
OFFICER” is engraved on the badge Warren 
hands Brown when he deputizes him in the 
cause. “I’m a cop!” beams Brown. 

The Twentieth-Century Way will be pre-
sented November 18–22 as part of Theater LaB 
Houston’s 23rd season of scandalizing local au-
diences. But instead of operating out of a space 
in First Ward that producer Gerald LaBita’s 
parents once ran as a mom-and-pop grocery 
store, and following a few recent productions 
in several other venues around town, TLH is 
helping christen MATCH (Midtown Arts and 
Theater Center Houston) at 3400 Main. 

The Twentieth-Century Way is a pro-
duction by The Theatre @ Boston Court in 
Pasadena, California. According to its web-
site, “The Theatre @ Boston Court produces 
passionate, artist-driven theater that chal-
lenges both artist and audience. The Theatre 
@ Boston Court urges its artists to fearlessly 
and passionately pursue their unique voice 
and vision. Play selection encompasses a 
wide variety of genres (classics, musicals, and 
world premieres, with a special emphasis on 
nurturing playwrights and new play develop-

ment) which are inherently 
theatrical, textually rich, 
and visually arresting.”

Charles McNulty, a 
critic at The Los Angeles 
Times, advises, “If I were an 
American playwright want-

ing an assured, smartly challenging staging of 
my latest play, I’d put Boston Court at the top 
of my wish list.” 

Such was the case in 2010 when Jacobsen 
took his unproduced script of The Twentieth-
Century Way to Boston Court’s co-artistic 
director, Michael Michetti. “It was very excit-
ing to me because I felt like it was a good fit for 
our theater,” says Michetti. “Until I read Tom’s 
play, I didn’t know the history” of how the 
Long Beach (California) Police Department 
led the practice of entrapping members of 
Southern California’s secret gay community.

Jacobsen was inspired to write The 
Twentieth-Century Way after reading a brief 
account in Lillian Faderman and Stuart 
Timmons’ book Gay L.A. about how actors 
were recruited to lure gay men into expos-
ing themselves in public places so they could 
be arrested for “social vagrancy.” The police 
department promised them $15 per arrest, or 
roughly $350 in today’s dollars.

“That’s a fortune!” says Brown.
“Tom started digging and unearthed tons 

of primary resources, such as newspaper 
articles and court transcripts from specific 
events,” says Michetti.

The result was a script in which actors 
Will Bradley and Robert Mammana portrayed 
two actors meeting for an audition, then 
morphing into a number of characters who 
rendered the storyline, explains Michetti, who 
directed the premiere.

In May, Boston Court’s co-production with 
Rattlestick Playwrights Theater in New York 
City played off-Broadway, where LaBita saw it. 
“I was blown away,” says LaBita. “I thought it 
was a terrific piece of theater, just spectacular.”

Houston audiences will see Boston Court’s 
presentation in MATCH’s intimate 75-seat 
black-box space with the show’s original Eq-
uity cast and director.

“Will and Robert play all of the other 
characters—or is it Brown and Warren playing 
these parts?” teases Michetti. “The show � 

By Donalevan Maines

I didn’t know the history of 
how the Long Beach Police 

Department led the practice of 
entrapping members of Southern 

California’s gay community.

Scandalous
Robert 
Mammana 
(l) and Will 
Bradley, shown 
here in a 2010 
production of 
The Twentieth-
Century Way, 
reprise their 
roles in Theater 
LaB Houston’s 
production, 
November 
18–22.

‹

Warren unzips his zipper. Brown just stares. 
Warren zips it back up, pauses, then zips it 
down again with great flair.
Brown: What are you showing me, 
Mr. Warren? 
                          —from Tom Jacobsen’s play 
                              The Twentieth-Century Way
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never really makes this distinction clear. That 
turns out to be one of the most exciting aspects 
of the show, which is structured like a thriller 
with a sense of uncertainty and danger.”

Due to its nudity and mature subject 
matter, TLH recommends the production for 
adult audiences, says LaBita. “Neither Robert 
nor Will is LGBT, but both are very pro-LGBT 
rights, and obviously the play is gay-themed,” 
says Michetti.

TLH will launch its move to MATCH with 
the November 4–8 presentation of Eric Gut-
man in his one-man show From Broadway to 
Obscurity. In it, Gutman sings show tunes such 
as “Walk Like a Man” from Jersey Boys, which 
the Michigan-born actor/musician performed 
more than 1,100 times in six different roles, 
including three members of the Four Seasons. 
Gutman also relates his heartwarming decision 
to return to suburbia to raise his children, leav-
ing behind the bright lights of Broadway.

Press material calls From Broadway to 
Obscurity “a one-man musical about getting to 
the top of your game, and the struggle to find 
your place when the game is over—making 
hard choices that are also the right ones.”

Next comes Eleanor’s Story: An American 
Girl in Hitler’s Germany in which Ingrid Gar-
ner will perform her adaptation of the autobi-
ography of her grandmother Eleanor Ramrath 
Garner’s turbulent years as an American girl 
trapped in Nazi Germany. The hour-long show 
will be presented November 11–15.

In February 2016, TLH will return to 
producing its own shows, with the regional 
premiere of 52 Pickup by Canadian play-
wrights TJ Dawe and Rita Bozi. In it, 52 titles 
of scenes about a relationship are noted on 
an ordinary deck of playing cards; at the top 
of the show, the actors throw the cards into 
the air, then proceed to perform the scenes in 
the order in which they arbitrarily pick up the 
cards throughout the show. 

The season will conclude in May with the 
world premiere of Winifred, which Alva Has-
call wrote with Houston actress Tek Wilson 
in mind as a woman who helped gays and Jews 
escape Nazi Germany. The Maine playwright 
will direct, with Lisa Westkaemper serving 
as dramaturg and production manager for 
the show about a British orphan girl who was 
given in marriage to composer Richard Wag-
ner’s gay son. Playing opposite Wilson will be 
a young actor who will portray various roles, 
including Winifred’s stage manager, her son 
Wieland, the prosecutor at her de-Nazifica-
tion trial, her French maid, and others. 

For season tickets or admission to in-
dividual performances, visit thelabhou.org 
for details. For additional information, call 
LaBita at 713.868.7516.

Donalevan Maines is a regular contributor to 
OUTSMART magazine.

TONY CARROLL
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never really makes this distinction clear. That 
turns out to be one of the most exciting aspects 
of the show, which is structured like a thriller 
with a sense of uncertainty and danger.”

Due to its nudity and mature subject 
matter, TLH recommends the production for 
adult audiences, says LaBita. “Neither Robert 
nor Will is LGBT, but both are very pro-LGBT 
rights, and obviously the play is gay-themed,” 
says Michetti.

TLH will launch its move to MATCH with 
the November 4–8 presentation of Eric Gut-
man in his one-man show From Broadway to 
Obscurity. In it, Gutman sings show tunes such 
as “Walk Like a Man” from Jersey Boys, which 
the Michigan-born actor/musician performed 
more than 1,100 times in six different roles, 
including three members of the Four Seasons. 
Gutman also relates his heartwarming decision 
to return to suburbia to raise his children, leav-
ing behind the bright lights of Broadway.

Press material calls From Broadway to 
Obscurity “a one-man musical about getting to 
the top of your game, and the struggle to find 
your place when the game is over—making 
hard choices that are also the right ones.”

Next comes Eleanor’s Story: An American 
Girl in Hitler’s Germany in which Ingrid Gar-
ner will perform her adaptation of the autobi-
ography of her grandmother Eleanor Ramrath 
Garner’s turbulent years as an American girl 
trapped in Nazi Germany. The hour-long show 
will be presented November 11–15.

In February 2016, TLH will return to 
producing its own shows, with the regional 
premiere of 52 Pickup by Canadian play-
wrights TJ Dawe and Rita Bozi. In it, 52 titles 
of scenes about a relationship are noted on 
an ordinary deck of playing cards; at the top 
of the show, the actors throw the cards into 
the air, then proceed to perform the scenes in 
the order in which they arbitrarily pick up the 
cards throughout the show. 

The season will conclude in May with the 
world premiere of Winifred, which Alva Has-
call wrote with Houston actress Tek Wilson 
in mind as a woman who helped gays and Jews 
escape Nazi Germany. The Maine playwright 
will direct, with Lisa Westkaemper serving 
as dramaturg and production manager for 
the show about a British orphan girl who was 
given in marriage to composer Richard Wag-
ner’s gay son. Playing opposite Wilson will be 
a young actor who will portray various roles, 
including Winifred’s stage manager, her son 
Wieland, the prosecutor at her de-Nazifica-
tion trial, her French maid, and others. 

For season tickets or admission to in-
dividual performances, visit thelabhou.org 
for details. For additional information, call 
LaBita at 713.868.7516.

Donalevan Maines is a regular contributor to 
OUTSMART magazine.
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Queerbaiting a Jonas Brother

A defense of Nick. 

There has been quite a bit of talk recent-
ly in the gay community about Nick 
Jonas. With the debut of Ryan Mur-

phy’s Scream Queens, Jonas has played two gay 
roles, appeared on the cover of Flaunt mostly 
naked, and has been spotted in multiple gay 
clubs—stripping. This has led to many people 
accusing the former-boy-bander-turned-hot-
tie of queerbaiting his audience.

Queerbaiting has 
been defined as the 
subtle hinting by enter-
tainment creators that 
a media personality is 
queer, only to follow 
up with some banal or 
sinister “no homo” denunciation that implies 
being gay is something shameful or imagined. 

Jonas isn’t doing that. At no point has 
the chiseled singer/actor ever claimed to be 
anything other than completely hetero. He’s 
playing gay characters, but so have others. 
Jack Falahee plays a gay man on Peter Now-
alk’s How to Get Away with Murder. He’s even 
appeared naked on the show, yet people don’t 
accuse him of queerbaiting in the same way 
they’ve accused Jonas. This may have to do 
with the level of stardom, but it might also have 
to do with Jonas being openly straight while 

Falahee refuses to discuss his sexuality—
which is his right, no matter how curious some 
of us are. There’s nothing sinister or manipula-
tive about Jonas’ gay characters. They’re gay, 
full stop. He isn’t playing them straight while 
hinting at the possibility that they might have 
an attraction to another man in the show. This 

isn’t Supernatural with 
Dean and Castiel. So the 
question becomes: why do 
we want to accuse Jonas?

I think the answer might 
be something that is both 
good and bad. We want to 

accuse him of queerbaiting because he isn’t 
gay, yet he’s obviously making money off the 
fact that gay fans find him attractive. While 
this might bring up a broader discussion about 
the lack of openly gay actors, it doesn’t explain 
why people indict Jonas. He’s never opposed 
LGBT equality, and he’s been supportive of the 
queer community. Is he playing up his looks 
in order to sell more records and get people to 
watch his shows? Of course he is! And quite 
honestly, he’d be a fool to do anything else. 

According to Witeck Communications, the 
buying power of the LGBT adult population in 

2014 was $884 billion. Even when you factor 
in that the LGBT community’s tastes are as 
varied as any other, that’s still not a number to 
scoff at. Jonas is trading on his sex appeal now 
because he’s in prime condition. The 23-year-
old has successfully shed the innocence that 
clings to Disney’s child stars, and he’s stepping 
into a role as a sexual adult. He’s done so with 
more grace than former Disney star Britney 
Spears, and more thoroughly than former 
Disney star Selena Gomez. And now he seems 
to be exploiting the old adage in marketing: 
SEX SELLS! Should we condemn him because 
he understands that? Should we accuse him of 
queerbaiting, even though he has never given 
us the slightest hint that he might be gay? 
Don’t we want him and other straight people 
(famous or not) to see the gay community as a 
welcoming place for its allies? 

In short, why are people so upset that a 
straight celebrity is treating the gay communi-
ty like any other group of fans? Isn’t that what 
we want? Just let the boy take his clothes off, 
and enjoy the show.

Bradley Donalson is a frequent contributor to 
OUTSMART magazine.

By Bradley Donalson

We want to accuse him of 
queerbaiting because he isn’t 

gay, yet he’s obviously making 
money off the fact that gay 

fans find him attractive.

Is He Baiting Queers?
Nick Jonas shows off his wares in the first episode of Scream Queens, a TV series 

created by openly gay Ryan Murphy, who also helms American Horror Story.
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Georgia on My Mind
Visiting the 
charming Savannah.

Do you have a cousin you love to visit, 
but then you sort of get into trouble 
when you hang out together? Like 

you have a ton of fun until the wee hours of the 
morning, but then your clothes reek the next 
day because you just had to have that one ciga-
rette? And there’s crusty food clinging to the 
front of your shirt. And you stepped in some-
thing that really stinks. You’re Miley Cyrus.

Now imagine another cousin who you have 
the same amount of fun with, but without all 
the fuss, smells, and hangover remedies. You 
could proudly invite this cousin to a family 
dinner or a night out with your best friends. 
You’re Nicole Kidman.

Now you understand the difference be-
tween New Orleans and Savannah.

While New Orleans visitors can experi-
ence true Southern hospitality, Savannah has 
the same charming atmosphere but without 
the vomitis maximus (or nipples, or penises) of 
Bourbon Street. However, Savannah does offer 
the same open-container law that party ani-
mals enjoy in the Crescent City. “Roadies” and 
“travelers” (or whatever you want to call them) 
just ask for a “to-go” at the bar and take their 
drinks right out the door 
with them. Keep it classy, 
Savannah.

There’s a joke that in 
Atlanta, the first thing 
locals ask is what business you’re in, and in 
Charleston they ask your mother’s maiden 
name. But in Savannah, they ask what you 
want to drink.  And when people enjoy their 
cocktails, a good time is had by all. Perhaps 
more importantly, crafting those cocktails and 
beers is a flourishing industry in Savannah.

Not that you need drinks to have fun there. 
If you are an architecture aficionado or history 
buff, a foodie or connoisseur of sophisticated 
style, you’ll find plenty to do in Savannah. And 
as a bonus, a 20-minute drive from the historic 
district gets you to the white sandy beaches 

of Tybee Island, looking out over the Atlantic 
Ocean. Unlike our fair Texas city that was born 
less than 200 years ago, Savannah was estab-
lished in 1733 and served as the capital of the 
province of Georgia under the British Empire. 
Yes, the city is 40 years older than our nation.

So as you can imagine, history is around 
every corner and each building has a unique 
story. With a feel similar to the French Quar-
ter or the Strand in Galveston, Savannah’s 
historic district is laid out in 22 squares 
stretching over half a mile, each with a park at 
the center. You can Google to find photos and 

get a sense of the place, but the 
important thing to remember is 
that the city retains its original 
1733 plan laid out by General 
James Oglethorpe. Quite the 

contrast to Space City, U.S.A.!
Around Savannah’s squares are exquisite 

residences, elegant houses of worship (Savan-
nah is home to one of the oldest Jewish temples 
in the nation), the courthouse, and other build-
ings—all beautifully preserved. Architectural 
walking tours are readily available if you want 
to learn all about Gen. Oglethorpe’s plan for 
the city or the differences between Federal and 
Georgian architecture. Around the edges of 
the squares are remnants of former industries: 
cotton warehouses turned antique stores, a 
resplendent stained-glass Victorian pharmacy 

that is now home to the Gryphon Tea Room, 
and exquisite buildings that are used by the 
Savannah College of Architecture and Design, 
whose campus is peppered throughout the 
district with buildings from all eras and styles. 
Our hotel, “The Brice,” a Kimpton Hotel, was 
once a cotton warehouse, then converted and 
expanded during the Civil War into a military 
hospital. It now has spectacular rooms, a re-
sort pool, a secret garden courtyard, and Pacci, 
a beautiful, bright Italian restaurant featuring 
locally sourced produce and seafood.

Every building has an interesting story that 
involves more than just its design and style. 
Hauntings and ghost stories are prevalent 
across the city. A place with as much history 
as Savannah has a lot of stories to tell, and the 
cemeteries after dark are the places to listen for 
them. Midnight tours are abundant, so you too 
can have your own paranormal adventure.

But that is not the only thing there is to do 
in Savannah after dark. What would a fabu-
lous city be without its gay bar? (Fort Worth?) 
“Club One” is the one-and-only gay bar in Sa-
vannah, and it is also the only place to see The 
Lady Chablis, the drag diva made famous by 
Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil. Dur-
ing our night there we caught Violet Chachki, 
the eventual winner of last season’s RuPaul’s 
Drag Race—check their website for the sched-
ule of performers. �

By Brian Waddle
Photo by Brian Waddle

History is around every 
corner and each building 

has a unique story.

Savannah Stroll
Take a walk 
through Forsyth 
Park, the 
“Central Park” of 
Savannah, with 
its iconic fountain 
and 30 acres of 
tree-lined paths.
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GEORGIA ON MY MIND
continued from page 61

But you don’t go to Savannah for the drag 
shows, so choose one night for Club One and 
spend other evenings soaking up the city’s 
scene.

While you may know one of the most fa-
mous restaurants in Savannah—Paula Deen’s 
The Lady and Sons—remember that fried 
chicken and butter do not define the cuisine 
in this Southern city. Quite the contrary, 
Savannah offers an ever-increasing range of 
options to entice almost any foodie. The Pub-
lic Kitchen and Bar is a fantastic American 
bistro with craft cocktails and a small but 
refined menu. My husband was enamored 
with their dill-pickle martini—complete with 
cornichons on a skewer rather than olives. 
The Art Deco Greyhound bus station from 
the 1930s has been restored and renovated 
into The Grey, with a beautiful mixologist 
bar maintained in the station’s original 
diner. The large waiting area is now filled 
with tables and booths offering upscale, 
downhome fare like Sizzling Smokey Pig and 
Catfish Tangine. And for brunch, don’t miss 
the Fried Green Tomato Benedict at B. Mat-
thews. Perhaps it’s for the tourists, but the 
locals also enjoy this restaurant. If you are 
craving mouthwatering food, it is easy to find 
in Savannah. 

For a more laid-back neighborhood vibe, 
head to Abe’s on Lincoln (located on Lincoln 
Lane—clever, aren’t they?). Lots of beers on 
tap, including an amazing summer grapefruit 
farmhouse ale from South Carolina. Abe’s is 
great for late-night bites in a cozy and relaxed 
19th-century American ambiance. Or, if you 
prefer to ride the really-way-back machine to 
Colonial times, there are also several very nice 
British pubs for fish and chips, or bangers and 
mash with a Guinness.  

So as you are making your list of all the 
destinations you can fly to in just two hours, be 
sure to include Savannah, Georgia. The East 
Coast seems like it should be a lot farther, but 
it’s actually a quick trip. You can breakfast in 
Houston and arrive in Savannah in time for 
lunch—which also means that even on your 
final morning there, you’ll have time for a little 
shopping on Broughton Street or a Savannah 
River cruise on the Georgia Queen. That’s an-
other thing Savannah and New Orleans, two 
of our Southern cousins, have in common: old-
fashioned riverboats—although the Savannah 
River is much less treacherous than the Mis-
sissippi River in New Orleans. It’s just more 
genteel. Refined. Proper. No swinging from 
hotel balconies here. In Savannah, the only 
thing hanging from the oaks is Spanish moss, 
whispering in the breeze.

 
Brian Waddle holds a U.S. passport and uses it 
as often as possible to travel near and far, work-
ing to make every day a photo op.
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Randal Fry and David Olivier are taking a 
year to plan their fairy-tale wedding.

When the newly engaged couple 
tells you they’ve booked St. Andrew’s Episco-
pal Church for December nuptials, they mean 
December 2016. The timing isn’t out of character 
for Olivier, who was 50 years old before he 
experienced true romance last year. That’s when 
he came out of his shell and got to know Fry, a 

Randal and David
“I want the fairy tale.”
       —Vivian (Julia Roberts) in Pretty Woman (1990)

60-year-old former “religious fanatic” who hadn’t 
had a partner either.

 “I would be happy to get married next month,” 
says Fry, “but David wants a fabulous wedding. He 
wants fabulosity.” 

Growing up in New Orleans, says Olivier, “I 
never went to some backyard wedding, and I don’t 
want to have a very simple ceremony with a justice 
of the peace. Our marriage is going to be just as 

OutSmartWeddingGuide

Soul Mates
Partners David Olivier (l) and Randal Fry were surprised at how easily and 

effortlessly their romance bloomed. The couple’s fairy-tale wedding is planned 
for December 2016.
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By Donalevan Maines
Photo by Lydia Bodnar-Balahutrak
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Your perfect day calls for the perfect venue. Exchange vows in  

a breathtaking lakeside ceremony, dance the night away with 

friends and family in an exquisite ballroom, then toast the end  

to your special day in a stunning high-rise wedding suite.  

Happily ever after begins at La Torretta Lake Resort & Spa. 

E N G AYG E D ?  
S AY,  “ I  D O ”  AT  L A  T O R R E T TA .

Visit LATORRETTALAKERESORT.COM to book your stay.

A  T E X A S  R E T R E A T

6 0 0  L A  T O R R E T TA  B O U L E VA R D   |   M O N T G O M E R Y,  T E X A S  7 7 3 5 6
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weddingblissevents.com

by Dewayne Ross  |  832.887.8885

Love Has 
No Boundaries!

WeddingBlissEvents_Sep15.indd   1 8/20/15   2:49 PM

832.439.0224
davidalcorta.net

C A T E R I N G
Wedding Cakes 

Pastries
Full Service Menu

Let us make your 
wedding special!

Finalist
BEST CATERING FIRM

David_Alcorta_Oct15.indd   1 9/26/15   11:42 PM

Ordained minister of over 25 years 
performing religious or non-religious wedding 

Johnny Peden, M. Div., B. A.

yourspecialday.co • 713.817.2160

Johnny_Peden_Oct15.indd   1 9/21/15   4:21 PM

Become a part of History at the Historic Magnolia Ballroom 

Supporting the LGBT community for over 30 years. | www.magnoliaballroom.com

Voted BEST WEDDING VENUE
OutSmart Readers’ Choice Awards 2015

MagnoliaBallroom_1-6_Oct15.indd   1 9/29/15   5:22 PM
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Winner
BEST FLORIST
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STELLAR COFFEE.
ANYWHERE, ANY TIME.

Velvety lat tes. Classic cof fee. Frothy 

cappuccinos. From corporate luncheons and 

open houses to wedding recept ions and 

special celebrat ions, Nova Cof fee of fers  

a medley of cater ing packages sure to  

del ight both you and your guests.  

e sp re s so  ba r  |  b rewed  co f f ee  |  b l ended  bev s
512 .230 .6221   |  novaco f f ee t exa s . com
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3600 Kirby Drive, Suite G, Houston TX 77098

713.485.5508  |  mrspkandoz.com

“Knot” Your Average 
 Wedding Registry

“Say Yes” to mrspk&oz !

MrSpkOz_Jun15Convert.indd   2 5/13/15   2:36 PM

EdisonProperties_Sep15.indd   1 8/19/15   10:03 AM

continued from page 64
RANDAL AND DAVID

good as any straight people’s, so I think we 
should have a wedding in a church with 
candles and tuxedos and a reception with 
food and a cake—the kind of wedding like I 
grew up going to. We are not big on danc-
ing, but we would like a three-piece string 
orchestra for background music.”

“We are going to comfortably slide into 
marriage,” says Fry.

Two-by-two, with the patience of Job, the 
meticulous pair of retired air traffic control-
lers plans to enjoy every minute of deciding 
what will go into their big day. “We got 
rings to wear as engagement rings until we 
get married,” says Fry. “We’ve been wear-
ing them for a couple of weeks now, and 
it’s amazing how much we get treated as a 
couple instead of as just two guys together.”

Fry grew up as a member of the Camer-
on Road Church of Christ in Austin. “I was a 
nerdy religious fanatic who saw everything 
in black and white,” he explains. “Church 
people liked me because I did everything 
they wanted me to do, but to everyone else, 
I was just a jerk who was very vocal about 
explaining to them how they were going to 
hell for not being a member of my church.”

Meanwhile, Fry worried that he wasn’t 
going to make it to heaven, either. “I was 
constantly afraid of committing a sin and not 
knowing it was a sin, so I was always pray-
ing to God to forgive me for anything that 
was sinful that I wasn’t aware of, just in case 
a car hit me before I repented,” he explains.

At age 15, Fry confessed to his congre-
gation that he was gay, “but the common 
wisdom was that it was a phase that I would 
grow out of,” he says. “For my part, I kept 
begging God to take it away.”

At Lubbock Christian College (now 
Lubbock Christian University), Fry earned 
a bachelor’s degree in biblical languages, 
which he followed up with a master’s degree 
in biblical Greek at Abilene Christian 
University. 

In between schools, he worked as a 
youth minister and got engaged twice to fe-
males who knew he was gay, but he called 
off both weddings.

In contrast, Olivier never dated, period. 
“I wasn’t born to be active socially,” he says. 
“I was in a closet by myself. I wasn’t leading 
a double life.”

At the all-boys’ Brother Martin High 
School he attended in New Orleans, says 
Olivier, “You probably wouldn’t have known 
me. I was shy; I wasn’t athletic. I had a few 
friends, but we never got together outside of 
school.”

continued on page 70
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MyTexas
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• Home of Beyonce, Solange and Destiny’s Child.
• House of Dereon Event Center is a unique venue, with 
    the character of an old New Orleans Courtyard.     
    Accommodates up to 500 guests.
• The Rice Mansion was built in 1910 and is a beautiful 
    event destination full of the great city’s history, spirit and
    stories. Accommodates 300 guests seated or 400 standing.
• We can accommodate every aspect of your wedding   
    including catering, audio, lighting, transportation and more!

houseofdereonmediacenter.com
&

thericemansion.com

713.772.5175
1505 Hadley St., 
Houston, TX 77002

Call Today 
for a 

Walkthrough!

LGBT FRIENDLY WEDDING VENUES

$500 
OFF
WITH 

THIS AD

House_of_Dereon_Oct15.indd   1 9/14/15   3:39 PM

OutSmart Wedding 
Services Directory

 CATERERS
Baily Conner Catering
baileyconner.com ............................713/932-9335
David Alcorta Catering
davidalcorta.net..............................832/439-0224
Jim Benton of Houston Catering
2811 Eastman ..................................713/802-2860
Nova Coffee Catering
novacoffeetexas.com .....................512/230-6221

 FLORISTS
Downtown Blooms
downtownblooms.com ........ ......409/974-4294

FURNISHINGS/REGISTRY
mrspk&oz
3600 Kirby Drive................................713/485-5508

JEWELERS
J Loggins Jewelers
14015 Southwest Fwy...................281/242-2900
Select Jewelers
2221 S. Voss ........................................789 -3359

OFFICIANTS  
Johnny Peden, M. Div., B.A.
yourspecialday.co............................713/817-2160

PLANNERS
My Texas Gay Wedding
MyTexasGayWedding.com. ......713/289-4406
Wedding Bliss Events
WeddingBlissEvents.com .........832/887-8885

REALTORS
Diego Jaramillo/Edinson Properties
EdisonProperties.com ............... 713/980-5115

VENUES
Chateau Polonez
chateaupolonez.com ......................281/655-5656
House Of Dereon
2204 Crawford St............................. 713/772-5175
La Torretta Lake Resort & Spa
latorrettalakeresort.com ..............936/448-4400
Magnolia Ballroom
715  Franklin.........................magnoliaballroom.com
South Shore Harbor Resort & Spa
sshr.com...........................................281/334-1000
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Just Say “I Do” and We Will Do the Rest!

Proud to be able to provide 
fabulous service for your special day.

8741 Katy Freeway, Houston, TX  77024

713.932.8335   |   baileyconnor.com

                        $eLicious &ood • UniQue Themes and $ecor 
                          Award-Winning Five Star European Style Service

BAILEY CONNOR CATERING

BaileyConnor_Sep15.indd   1 8/20/15   4:09 PM

Happily Ever After 
Starts Here.

South Shore Harbour
RESORT & CONFERENCE CENTER

2500 South Shore Blvd.• League City, Texas 77573
(281) 334-1000 • www.sshr.com

SouthShore_Sep15.indd   1 8/24/15   10:25 AM

continued from page 68
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After graduating, Olivier entertained the 
idea of becoming a flight attendant, but eventu-
ally set his sights on becoming an air traffic 
controller. He was hired for a spot in Houston, 
and when he bought a home in Humble, his 
parents followed from Louisiana. Olivier’s 
younger brother and his family moved close by, 
too. “We did a lot of things together 
as a family,” says Olivier. “AIDS was 
coming out and I thought it better to 
stay away from the gay scene.”

He and Fry worked in the same 
department at Houston Interconti-
nental Airport, but only passed each 
other in the hall occasionally, without 
speaking.

For a while, Fry says, he turned to 
random partners to fulfill his need of physical 
closeness. “If I had a few hours free, I was at 
the bathhouses, holding my body against some-
one who wanted to be with me.”

Fry says he found a healthier way to meet 
gay men when he started the Homosexual 
Christian Support group that met often in 
his home in the Heights. “Its purpose was to 
provide a safe place for us to encounter God 

and be responsive to God,” says Fry. “The 
group lasted for about 10 years. We ran the 
spectrum.”

Fry retired from his job as an air traffic 
controller about 10 years ago, moving to New 
Zealand, where he hoped to become ordained 
as a priest in the Anglican Church. He suc-

ceeded in becoming ordained as a deacon, but 
was denied ordination as a priest because he’s 
gay, says Fry.

Olivier retired last year and began wonder-
ing how he could meet someone to share his 
golden years. “I never had sex with anyone 
until I met Randal,” he explains. “I didn’t know 
that much and I couldn’t imagine meeting 
anyone who just wanted to hold hands for six 

months. Even the thought of going out to dinner 
with someone, I knew I would be so nervous I 
wouldn’t have been able to hold a glass.”

Olivier and Fry got to know each other on a 
hike arranged by the Houston Outdoors Group, 
and began dating thereafter. “I knew pretty 
quickly that we meshed. Randal is such a sweet 

guy, and considerate,” says Olivier. 
“From the very start, we were very 
honest with one another—sometimes 
painfully honest. He was very accom-
modating.”

How easily and effortlessly their 
romance bloomed surprised Fry 
as much as it did Olivier. “After a 
few months of dating,” says Fry, “I 
knew that I was more than just an 

experiment, and this was the real thing. I can 
have a partner—amazing! I want to live with 
him until we are both very, very old.” 

Donalevan Maines is a regular contributor to 
OUTSMART magazine. 

Share your wedding story story with us. Email 
editor@outsmartmagazine.com

“We got rings to wear as engagement rings 
until we get married,” says Fry. “We’ve been 
wearing them for a couple of weeks now, and 

it’s amazing how much we get treated as a 
couple instead of as just two guys together.”
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Bradley David Entertainment is a full service production company offering DJs, Photo Lounges, and Lighting 
Production Services. We have more than 16 years in the Event Industry and experience with all types of events. 
We celebrate all cultures and ways of life, and want to be a part of your next party.

723 Main St., Suite 422 Houston, Tx, 77002    |    713.487.6067    |    BradleyDavidEntertainment.com

Services: �$*�•�0HOTO�,OUNGE�•�,IGHTING�•�3TEP���2EPEAT���2ED�#ARPET

WE DDI NG S  •   SOCIAL  •   COR PORATE
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Welcome to
Laurenzo’s Restaurant

“Serving good 
‘ol home-style 
cooking from 
the other side 
of our family’s 

heritage.”

Come see why cooking from scratch     

simply tastes better!

(713) 880-5111
laurenzos.net

4412 Washington Ave,  Houston, TX 77007

Part of the El Tiempo 
Cantina family

Domenic Laurenzo
Executive Chef & Co-Owner

Laurenzos_Oct15.indd   1 9/15/15   4:03 PM

1806 WESTHEIMER RD. - RIVER OAKS 713.523.1279
2542 AMHERST ST. - RICE VILLAGE 832.831.7253
1700 POST OAK BLVD. (NEXT TO WHOLE FOODS) 713.622.7470

EYEGALLERYHOUSTON.COM

PROUD TO BE VOTED
OUTSMART’S READERS’ CHOICE
THE BEST PLACE TO BUY EYEWEAR

EyeGallery_1-4_Nov15.indd   1 10/15/15   10:28 AM

OutSmartMagazine.com | NOVEMBER 2015 | 71



72   NOVEMBER 2015   OutSmartMagazine.com 

Theater LaB Houston  

PERFORMANCE INFO and TICKETS 

November 18th thru 22nd

 
 

at  MATCH  - 3400 Main Street (in Midtown) 

on line at www.matchouston.org

The Twentieth-Century Way
Directed by Michael Michetti 

starring  Will Bradley and Robert Mammana

PERFORMANCE INFO and TICKETS   713-521-4533

The Theatre @ Boston Court’s Production of
Tom Jacobson’s 

LIMITED ENGAGEMENT

Desire, reality and morality are arfully blurred in this award winning play
about entrapping and exposing gay men by police in 1914.

For ADULT AUDIENCES
strong sexual content and nudity

Direct from the recent Off Broadway run
CRITICS PICK

Time Out New York 

Theater_Lab_Nov15.indd   1 10/16/15   10:05 AM

Elton John
(Billboard, 10/24/15)

When it first appeared in the 1980s, AIDS was seen as a 
“gay disease.” Tens of thousands of gay men were dying 

and it seemed like no one cared. People who contracted HIV/
AIDS were shunned by their own families, turned away from 
medical providers and treated like they weren’t even human. 
Dozens and dozens of my close friends and many colleagues 
in the music industry became HIV positive. They su�ered and 
died, and it was the most horrible feeling, losing loved ones and 
knowing there was nothing I could do to help.

But I knew I had to help. I needed to do something. . . .
If we continue to harness passion and commitment, . . . 

then I believe with all my heart that in my lifetime I will have 
seen the very first day, and also the very last day, of the AIDS 
epidemic.

To learn more about the Elton John AIDS Foundation or how 
to help, go to ejaf.org.

P | 713.522.9999 dessertgallery.com

Nobody re-gifts

Gayest &
GREATEST Desserts

17 YEARS-IN-A-ROW!

f t

DG G�DIES!

 Who needs fruitcake when you can have tinsel topped, 
delicious desserts from DG? Visit our website for the full 

list of gift o�erings. Get it right the first time!

DessertGallery_Nov15.indd   1 10/26/15   3:39 PM

Camille Dodero: Why did you create [the Born This 
Way Foundation]?
Lady Gaga: This foundation was born from the years I spent 
watching my fans grow up. They would tell me their stories—
and many of them were very dark. As I began to care for them 
and to see myself in them, I felt I had to do something that 
would remind kids they’re not alone. . . .

I’ve su�ered through depression and anxiety my entire life, 
I still su�er with it every single day. I just want these kids to 
know that that depth that they feel as human beings is normal. 
We were born that way. This modern thing, where everyone is 
feeling shallow and less connected? That’s not human. 

To learn more about the Born This Way Foundation, go to 
bornthisway.foundation.

Selena Gomez

Lady Gaga
(Billboard, 10/24/15, Camille Dodero)
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(rapper/artist)

Queer Quotes
Compiled by Blase DiStefano

Everyone always knew I was gay. My 
father told me he knew I was gay when 

I was three years old. How shitty and 
how deceived would [my fans] feel if, 

20 years from now, they found out I 
was HIV-positive but I was too afraid 

of the stigma to come out about it? 
What kind of fraud would I have been 

to all the people that supported me? 
All the people that are trans and posi-

tive? Who are gay and positive? Who 
supported me and bought my music 

and come to my shows? I couldn’t be 
honest with myself enough, to love 

myself enough, [so my] self-love could 
then be encouragement or inspiration 

to them? No, no, no. Honestly, truth-
fully, I think I have too much integrity 

for that. 

(Plus, Nov/Dec/15, Daniel Reynolds)

Questioning? 
Selena Gomez (seen here at the 2015 MTV Video Music 

Awards): what’s her perspective on her sexuality?

‹

Mykki Blanco

John Lennon & Yoko Ono
(The Daily Beast, 10/13/15, Tim Teeman)

Bi?
John Lennon and Yoko Ono (seen here on the first day of 

their Bed-in for Peace in the Amsterdam Hilton Hotel in 
March of 1969): did they think they were bisexual?

‹
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Chris Azzopardi: As someone raised 
Catholic, accepting the LGBT community 
was never an issue for you?
Selena Gomez: Not at all. Look, there’s a huge 
di�erence in how I was brought up. The word 
“religion” is a very complex thing—it’s something 
you have to follow, and that’s not what faith is. 
Anybody who has a higher power, anybody who 
has anything they believe in—if you don’t know 
how to love other people, I don’t believe in it. It 
doesn’t work that way. . . .
Have you ever questioned your sexuality?
Oh, I think everybody does, no matter who they 
are. I do, yeah, of course. Absolutely. I think it’s 
healthy to gain a perspective on who you are deep 
down—question yourself and challenge yourself. 
It’s important to do that.

Selena Gomez
(Between the Lines News, 10/14/15, Chris Azzopardi)

I ask [Yoko Ono] if she has ever had sex with a woman, or been attracted 
to them. “Well, that’s another thing. John [Lennon] and I had a big talk 
about it, saying, basically, all of us must be bisexual. And we were sort of in 
a situation of thinking that we’re not [bisexual] because of society. So we 
are hiding the other side of ourselves, which is less acceptable. But I don’t 
have a strong sexual desire towards another woman.”

Have you ever? “Not really, not sexually.”
One online satire imagined an a�air between Ono and Hillary Clinton. 

“It’s great,” Ono laughs. “I mean, both John and I thought it was good that 
people think we were bisexual, or homosexual.” She laughs again.

Did Lennon have sex with other men? “I think he had a desire to, but I 
think he was too inhibited,” says Ono. . . .

So did Lennon ever have sex with men? “No, I don’t think so,” says Ono. 
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I Am the Queen
I Am the Queen 

is a documen-

tary about three 

young women 

who prepare for 

a transgender 

beauty pageant in 

a predominantly 

Puerto Rican community. They 

share their unique stories of tran-

sitioning and the ways they have 

found the support they needed 

from their immediate and extend-

ed families. They are guided by 

Ginger Valdez, an experienced 

mentor and veteran HIV activist 

who volunteers to coordinate the 

pageant. Cinema Libre Studio 

(cinemalibrestudio.com).

                                        —Suzie Lynde

Alto
Frankie is as head-

strong about her 

rock band, The 

Altos, as she is 

about her Italian-

American heri-

tage. Engaged to a 

good Italian man, 

everything in her life is in order 

until she discovers a corpse in the 

trunk of her rental car. Heather, 

her sister, convinces Frankie to at-

tend the funeral where they meet 

Nicolette, the daughter of the 

new Brooklyn mafi a don, which 

triggers a cascade of events that 

take Frankie toward an unex-

pected romance. Cinema Libre 

Studio (cinemalibrestudio

.com). —Suzie Lynde

After spending the past 28 
days in jail, trans sex worker 

Sin-Dee Rella (Kitana Kiki Rodri-
guez) is released on Christmas Eve 
and meets up with her best friend, 
Alexandra (Houston trans actress 
Mya Taylor), at Donut Time. Chat-
ting as they split a 
donut, Alexandra un-
intentionally discloses 
that Sin-Dee’s pimp 
boyfriend, Chester 
(James Ransome), 
has been cheating 
on her while she was 
locked up. 

Sin-Dee imme-
diately embarks on 
a search across Los 
Angeles to fi nd the “white fi sh” that 
Chester has been sleeping with. 
Alexandra agrees to accompany 
Sin-Dee, but only on the condition 
that Sin-Dee promises there will be 
no drama. However, that promise 
is quickly broken when Sin-Dee 
causes a scene in a restaurant as 
she assertively asks one of Ches-
ter’s guys for the whereabouts of 

Chester and this girl. Alexandra 
promptly abandons the mission to 
make some money as a sex worker 
before her singing show at Ham-
burger Mary’s that night. Running 
across the city and knocking down 
doors, Sin-Dee will stop at nothing 

to get to the bottom of 
this scandalous rumor. 

Tangerine follows 
Sin-Dee and Alexandra 
throughout the rest of 
Christmas Eve until a 
confrontational climax 
brings the audience 
back to Donut Time, 
where the fi lm opened. 

Director Sean Baker 
offers a beautifully 

intimate look into the world of 
these transgender sex workers—an 
image that is seldom portrayed in 
fi lm. Most impressive, though, is 
what’s revealed in the credits—the 
fi lm, which features exceptional 
cinematography, was shot entirely 
on an Apple iPhone 5s. Baker 
said in an interview with Variety 
Studio that the decision to shoot 

on an iPhone originally stemmed 
from budgetary restraints, but the 
iPhone quickly proved its worth as 
a clandestine and mobile means 
of fi lming. 

What is particularly striking 
about the fi lm is the dynamics of 
the friendship between these two 
trans women of color. Sin-Dee 
and Alexandra’s relationship is 
tested multiple times throughout 
the course of the fi lm, and each 
time the women show up for each 
other. Whether these girls need 
makeup advice or just a hand to 
hold, it is evident that Sin-Dee and 
Alexandra care deeply for one 
another and refuse to let anything 
get in the way of their friendship.  
Packed with humor, drama,  and a 
great soundtrack, Tangerine will 
keep audiences on the edge of 
their seats, laughing their way to 
the heartwarming ending. 

Tangerine is available Novem-
ber 10 from Magnolia Home Enter-
tainment (magpictures.com). �

By B. Root

‘Tangerine’

DVDS

Transgender 
Sex Workers
Sin-Dee (Kitana 
Kiki Rodriguez, 
l) and Alexandra 
(Mya Taylor) in 
Sean Baker’s fi lm 
Tangerine.

‹

Two trans women of color 
refuse to let anything come 
between their friendship.
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Modern Heights Home
5 bdrm, 3 bath… $729,900

Houston Heights 
Gated Apt. Complex…$1,799,900

Memorial Park, Elevator Ready
3-2 1/2, 3157 sq ft…$599,000

You deserve the best. 
Call Us First!

SALE PENDING

4101 GREENBRIAR, SUITE 208
HOUSTON, TX 713.520.6360

Currently accepting 
new clients

Caring for 
families 

like yours 
and mine

Offering PrEP

Internal Medicine 

HIV Specialist

Voted
BEST 

PHYSICIAN
2015

Caring for Caring for Caring for 

JAMES M. CARROLL 
MD, AAHIVS

JAMES M. CARROLL, MD

DONNIE HARVEY 
MPAS, PA-C
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Dr. Christie Cornelius
1111 West Loop S.
Houston, TX 77027
Ph: 713.452.0474

Find us on

Daytime After-Hours &
Holiday Appointments Available

www.lastwishes.com

Say Goodbye in the 
comfort of Home…

• In-home consultation
• Hospice Care
• Euthanasia
• Clay Paw Memorial Keepsake
• Grief Support

Voted the
BEST FEMALE

Veterinarian
by OutSmart

Readers
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By Gregg Shapiro

Gay singer/songwriter (and 
educator and writer) Brady 

Earnhart doesn’t disappoint on 
his long-awaited fourth album Last 
Time I Promise (City Salvage). 
There are few out musicians who 
are as consistently strong and 
inspiring as Earnhart. This is par-
ticularly true since Earnhart was 
recording Last Time I Promise while 
recovering from a debilitating 
health issue. Back to good health 
and better than ever, Earnhart gives 
us some of his most accessible work 
here, including the electric “Do You 
Believe” (complete with “dog-bark 
ringtone”) and the country comfort 
of “Handsome and Kind.” Intimate 
moments, including “Delray,” “You 
Made Light,” “Song for Bob,” and 
“Doctor’s Son,” are also standouts. 
Instrumentals such as the piano-only 
centerpiece “Crim Dell” and “Valley 
Road,” as well as the clever lyric 
play of “Baby Bear’s Porridge,” are 
welcome additions to Earnhart’s 
astonishing canon.

Never one to mince words, 
queer electro goddess Peaches 
(who performs at Numbers on 
November 4) is at her most sexu-
ally explicit on Rub (I U She Me). 
Bracketed by collaborations with 
Sonic Youth’s Kim Gordon on 
“Close Up” and fellow Canadian 
diva Feist on “I Mean Something,” 
the nine songs in between unflinch-
ingly cover a range of suggestive 
subjects: “Rub” features “circle-jerk 
girls who spray,” and “Dick in 
the Air” has Peaches advocating 
“switching positions/no inhibitions.” 
“Pickles” will give you the “urge/
to move like surge” and Peaches 
“keeps it nasty” on “Vaginoplasty,” 
while “Light in Places” is sure to be 
club bound.

As described by lead vocalist 
Kneepad Nikki (aka Mike Hymson), 

the self-titled debut disc by To-
tally F--king Gay on Third Input 
Records is intended to be “an old-
school John Waters movie in sonic 
form.” The 10 “homoerotic hymns” 
on the disc are delivered in Nikki’s 
spoken/sung style, which is slightly 
reminiscent of Fred Schneider of the 
B52s. It gets a little monotonous, 
but standouts such as “Husband 
and Husband,” “Let’s Buy a Man 
Purse at the Mall,” and “Marathon 
Gay Sex for Manly Men,” make it 
worthwhile.

Queer all-female quartet Anti-
gone Rising rises again with the 
five-song EP Whiskey & Wine: 
Vol. II (antigonerising.com). 
Continuing the Dixie diva style of 
more recent albums and EPs, the 
heavenly harmonies of “I See You,” 

the banjo (and Allman Brothers 
reference) on “Weed and Wine,” 
and the country pop of “Last Time” 
are proof that Antigone Rising 
has earned a place in the modern 
Nashville scene.

On his 10th solo album to date, 
the aptly named Solo (Palmetto), 
gay pianist and composer Fred 
Hersch performs two original 
numbers and covers five classic 
tunes from the contemporary song-
book. Hersch begins with a Brazil-
ian flair by performing a medley 
of Antonio Jobim’s “Olha Maria/O 
Grande Amor.” Also notable are 
his interpretations of Joni Mitchell’s 
“Both Sides Now” and Juan Tizol’s 
“Caravan.” Hersch’s own “Whirl,” 
for ballerina Suzanne Farrell 
(which he previously recorded with 
his trio on an album of the same 
name) is also outstanding.

Self-taught out musician Ge-
mayel presents her brand of 
“Lebanese gypsy rock” on her 
scorching new eponymous disc. 
A majority of the songs rock hard 
and loud, including “Lust for Pain” 
(what else would you expect from 
a song with that title?). You can 
hear some Ani DiFranco influence 
in the spoken/sung conveyance 
of “Sometimes.” “Speak Up” and 
“Salvation” are two of the more 
approachable songs on the album, 
while Gemayel’s reading of Mazzy 
Star’s “Fade into You” is truly in-
spired.

Emerging from the same 
early-’80s college rock scene as 
out musician Bob Mould’s Hüsker 
Dü, gay singer/songwriter Tommy 
Keene continues to make infec-
tious and edgy jangle pop on 
Laugh in the Dark (Second 
Motion). The 10 brand-new songs 
have all the familiar characteristics 
of Keene’s best work, including � 

GROOVEOUT

LGBTunes
Brady Earnhart, Peaches, Antigone, Tommy Keene, and more.

Leona Lewis
I Am

I Am is often as 

confessional as it 

is catchy. It’s the 

sound of an artist 

embracing what 

defines her and 

sharing it with 

the entire world. And it’s a rather 

lively celebration of life. It also 

marks her collaboration with Os-

car-nominee and Grammy-winner 

Diane Warren. Previously, Warren 

had only penned music specifically 

for two artists—Cher and Whitney 

Houston. Now, Lewis is certainly in 

good company. In the end, Lewis 

knows who she is on I Am. She’s 

got thunder, and she’s just started 

stirring up a storm. Def Jam Re-

cordings (defjam.com). 

                                           —Suzie Lynde 

Jess Glynne
I Cry When I Laugh

This album fea-

tures the world-

wide hit “Hold 

My Hand,” 

which debuted 

at #1 on the U.K. 

Singles Chart 

upon release and held the top 

spot for three consecutive weeks. 

The video directed by Emil Nava 

boasts over 30 million individual 

views. Already a top-20 hit on 

Billboard’s Dance/Electronic Songs 

chart, “Hold My Hand” is now 

blowing up in the U.S. where it has 

already surpassed more than one 

million streams per week. Atlantic 

Records (atlanticrecords.com). 

                                           —Suzie Lynde
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Guiding 
you through
life’s financial 
decisions.

RICK DICKSON, CFP®, MBA
(713) 489-4322
rdickson@GaleneFinancial.com
www.GaleneFinancial.com

Call to schedule a 
complimentary consultation.

713 489 4322

Securities offered through LPL financial, member FINRA/SIPC

Rick Dickson

Winner
BEST MALE 
FINANCIAL 

PLANNER/ADVISOR
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ANDY
WEBER

713.724.4306
C E L L

713.561.6653
D I R E C T

andyw@ johndaugherty.com

J O H N D A U G H E R T Y . C O M
520 Post Oak Blvd., Houston, TX 77027  713.626.3930

Stay In-The-Loop WithWithW

Resident of Montrose since 1983

Consistent TOP Producer,
John Daugherty, Realtors

If you wish to be 
In-The-Loop,
whether selling, buying, or just 
looking around,

CALL ANDY NOW!

Voted One of the Best Realtors 
in Houston 4 years in a row
– OutSmart Readers’ Choice 2012-2015
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• Cleanings
• Veneers
• Implants
• Crowns 
• Aesthetics

Call Today 713-230-8350
2902 N. Shepherd Dr.  |  Houston |  TX 77008

2015 is Almost OVER
INSURANCE BENEFITS:
USE Them or Lose Them

We Accept ALL 
PPO Insurances

a
$775 
value

onlyonly

EXAM ++ X-RAYS & BOOST WHITENING$$149149

Dr. Aurelija Galanis DDS, MSDDDS, MSDDDS, MSDDDS, MSDDDS, MSDDDS, MSDDDS, MSDDDS, MSD ProsthodontistProsthodontistProsthodontistProsthodontistProsthodontistProsthodontistProsthodontistProsthodontistProsthodontistProsthodontistProsthodontistProsthodontistProsthodontistProsthodontistProsthodontist

Specializes in Prothetics, with an Exceptional Dedication
in Patient Comfort and Aesthetics.
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BEST AUTO 
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2015
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Open to beginners and advanced seekers alike…
Experience the twice monthly meditation group exploring 
the evolutionary edges of meditation and enlightenment. 
The primary meditation is Enlightened Tapping Meditation 
(ETM) and stillness. ETM is an integration of Voice Dialogue, 
Big Mind/Big Heart, and EFT/Tapping.

RESERVATIONS:
phone: 713.942.0923
email: JD.ThroughYourBody@gmail.com
web: ThroughYourBody.com

Open to beginners and advanced seekers alike…
Experience the twice monthly meditation group exploring 
the evolutionary edges of meditation and enlightenment. 
The primary meditation is Enlightened Tapping Meditation 
(ETM) and stillness. ETM is an integration of Voice Dialogue, 
Big Mind/Big Heart, and EFT/Tapping.

The Printing Museum | 7PM–8:30PM | 1324 W. Clay, Houston 77019

WITH ALAN DAVIDSON IN HOUSTON

ENLIGHTENMENT

Full-On Satori, Nirvana, Enlightened Experience 
in 30 minutes or less, guaranteed! 

Open to beginners and advanced seekers alike…
Experience the twice monthly meditation group exploring 
the evolutionary edges of meditation and enlightenment. 
The primary meditation is Enlightened Tapping Meditation 
(ETM) and stillness. ETM is an integration of Voice Dialogue, 
Big Mind/Big Heart, and EFT/Tapping.

Meditation Sessions are no-cost. | Donations graciously accepted.

RESERVATIONS:
phone: 713.942.0923
email: JD.ThroughYourBody@gmail.com
web: ThroughYourBody.com

ALAN DAVIDSON

Dates for Twice Monthly Meditation Sessions:
September 9 & 30, 2015 | October 14 & 28, 2015
November 4 & 18, 2015 | December 9 & 16, 2015

January 6 & 20, 2016

RESERVATIONS:
phone: 713.942.0923 
email: JD.ThroughYourBody@gmail.com
web: ThroughYourBody.com
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4317 montrose blvd • 713.529.3937
www.WearUsOut.com

Evan Mapes OD
Optometric Glaucoma Specialist
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BLACK FRIDAY
NOV. 27-28
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rocking guitars and solid song-craft. Opener 
“Out of My Mind” rocks with a contemporary 
vengeance while psychedelic closer “All Gone 
Away” recalls another time. In between, Keene 
illuminates his pop side on “All the Lights Are 
Alive” and “I Want It to Be Over Now,” but 
takes a gentler approach on “Go Back Home.”

Greg Holden isn’t gay—not by any stretch 
of the imagination. However, that didn’t prevent 
the hot and tatted UK singer/songwriter from 
writing one of the best gay songs of the year. 
“Boys in the Street,” a first-person tune about a 
gay son’s complex relationship with his homo-
phobic father, is a top-notch tearjerker and an 
all-too-familiar tale for many young gay men. 
But there is redemption to be found in the song, 
and Holden delivers it like a pro. The remainder 
of Chase the Sun (WB), Holden’s third full-
length album, includes the rousing Mumford & 
Sons-style sing-alongs “Give It Away” and “Free 
Again,” the cloudy piano/vocal “Go Chase the 
Sun,” the acoustic beauty of “I Won’t Forget,” 
and the country duet “The Next Life,” featuring 
lesbian singer/songwriter Garrison Starr. When 
all is said and done, “Boys in the Street” quali-
fies Holden as one of our greatest new allies. 
Plus he has gay hair! 

Gregg Shapiro is a regular contributor to 
OUTSMART magazine.

GROOVEOUT
continued from page 76

SPECTACLES

ALAN DAVIDSON
DALTON



      OutSmartMagazine.com | NOVEMBER  2015 | 79

 What Makes Us Different? 
Kuykendall Home Care offers professional and 
personalized care that caters directly to our 

clients’ needs. With over 16 years of 
providing comfortable, secure and an 

enjoyable atmosphere, our residents have 
become our own family. Choosing the right 
place for your loved one is an important 

decision to make. Our priority is to provide 
you and your family with peace of mind and 

satisfaction. 
Services 

• Medical Supervision provided by nursing personnel.
• Rehabilitation, home health, and hospice services

provided by licensed professionals. 
• Medication Administration and incontinence care.
• Registered Nurse on call and house call Doctors.

• Assistance with bathing, grooming, and customized
personal needs including laundry and housekeeping. 
• Quality and nutritious home cooked meals and

snacks with emphasis on hydration. 
• Wheel chair accessible entrances and showers.

• Social and friendly common areas, including our
outdoor patio with waterfall. 

Our “Little House in the Heights” offers a  
warm, private and luxurious setting for your loved ones. 

713-869-4374 

A letter from Dr. Victor Vlahakos, MD: 
“This is a letter of recommendation for the personal care home, owned and operated by Virginia 

Kuykendall. I have seen residents at her home for the past 12 or more years. She and her staff have always 
been conscientious in caring for the medical needs of the residents, reporting to me quickly any changes in 
their clinical condition and carrying out orders and recommendations for their care. (…) The high staff to 
resident ratio and the caring attitude toward them cheers them. This combination of medical and moral 

support is the distinguishing characteristic of her home.” 

Our “Little House in the 
Heights” offers a warm, 
private and luxurious home 
for your loved ones.

Call us today for a personal tour and experience the difference!
713-869-4374 1145 West 21st Street, Houston, TX 77008

KUYKENDALlHC@outlook.com

kuykendall Home Care
 What Makes Us Different? 

Kuykendall Home Care offers professional and 
personalized care that caters directly to our 

clients’ needs. With over 16 years of 
providing comfortable, secure and an 

enjoyable atmosphere, our residents have 
become our own family. Choosing the right 
place for your loved one is an important 

decision to make. Our priority is to provide 
you and your family with peace of mind and 

satisfaction. 
Services 

• Medical Supervision provided by nursing personnel.
• Rehabilitation, home health, and hospice services

provided by licensed professionals. 
• Medication Administration and incontinence care.
• Registered Nurse on call and house call Doctors.

• Assistance with bathing, grooming, and customized
personal needs including laundry and housekeeping. 
• Quality and nutritious home cooked meals and

snacks with emphasis on hydration. 
• Wheel chair accessible entrances and showers.

• Social and friendly common areas, including our
outdoor patio with waterfall. 

Our “Little House in the Heights” offers a  
warm, private and luxurious setting for your loved ones. 

713-869-4374 

A letter from Dr. Victor Vlahakos, MD: 
“This is a letter of recommendation for the personal care home, owned and operated by Virginia 

Kuykendall. I have seen residents at her home for the past 12 or more years. She and her staff have always 
been conscientious in caring for the medical needs of the residents, reporting to me quickly any changes in 
their clinical condition and carrying out orders and recommendations for their care. (…) The high staff to 
resident ratio and the caring attitude toward them cheers them. This combination of medical and moral 

support is the distinguishing characteristic of her home.” 

•  Medical Supervision provided 
by nursing personnel.

•  Rehabilitation, home health, 
and hospice services provided 
by licensed professionals.

•  Medication Administration  
and incontinence care.

•  Registered Nurse on call and 
house call Doctors.

•     Quality and nutritious home 
cooked meals and snacks  
with emphasis on hydration.

•  Wheel chair accessible 
entrances and showers.

•  Assistance with bathing, 
grooming, and customized 
personal needs including 
laundry and housekeeping.

•  Social and friendly common 
areas, including our outdoor 
patio with waterfall.
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Lynette Lew • 713.582.2202 
Residential and Commercial Realtor
Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate Gary Greene
Gary Greene Commercial Properties

Lynette@LynetteLew.com  |  www.LynetteLew.com
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rocking guitars and solid song-craft. Opener 
“Out of My Mind” rocks with a contemporary 
vengeance while psychedelic closer “All Gone 
Away” recalls another time. In between, Keene 
illuminates his pop side on “All the Lights Are 
Alive” and “I Want It to Be Over Now,” but 
takes a gentler approach on “Go Back Home.”

Greg Holden isn’t gay—not by any stretch 
of the imagination. However, that didn’t prevent 
the hot and tatted UK singer/songwriter from 
writing one of the best gay songs of the year. 
“Boys in the Street,” a first-person tune about a 
gay son’s complex relationship with his homo-
phobic father, is a top-notch tearjerker and an 
all-too-familiar tale for many young gay men. 
But there is redemption to be found in the song, 
and Holden delivers it like a pro. The remainder 
of Chase the Sun (WB), Holden’s third full-
length album, includes the rousing Mumford & 
Sons-style sing-alongs “Give It Away” and “Free 
Again,” the cloudy piano/vocal “Go Chase the 
Sun,” the acoustic beauty of “I Won’t Forget,” 
and the country duet “The Next Life,” featuring 
lesbian singer/songwriter Garrison Starr. When 
all is said and done, “Boys in the Street” quali-
fies Holden as one of our greatest new allies. 
Plus he has gay hair! 

Gregg Shapiro is a regular contributor to 
OUTSMART magazine.

GROOVEOUT
continued from page 76

SPECTACLES

ALAN DAVIDSON
DALTON

Be Sexy.

Rescued Pets Movement, Inc. (RPM) is a Houston-based nonprofi t 
providing a second chance for thousands of homeless dogs and cats 
through rehabilitati on and transport to forever homes in communiti es 
throughout the country that have a need for adoptable pets. 

Rescued Pets
Movement

Visit www.RescuedPetsMovement.org/Foster-Us

You can help by becoming a temporary foster home partner.
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Daniel Rosen and Matthew 
Greene have settled into the 

life of a thirty-something couple 
living in a comfortable New 
England suburb, where many par-
ents of the children attending the 
local school are lesbian couples 
and a few are gay men. Their 
lives are similar to those of straight 
couples in similar circumstances: 
Daniel’s mother, Lydia, even after 
four years, continues to wish her 
Jewish son had never taken up 
with his new goyfriend. She has 
fond and approving memories of 
his previous relationship with a 
man who was not quite so tall, not 
quite so handsome, not quite so  
. . . goy. It had been difficult 
enough to accept Daniel’s “gay-
ness” that was in sharp contrast 
to his twin brother, Joel—an im-
portant journalist in Israel, more 
manly, more ebullient, and with 
his Jewish wife, Ilana, a provider 
of two grandchildren.

All these judgments and wor-
ries are made small by an unimag-
ined disaster: Joel and Ilana are 

victims of a suicide bombing, 
making orphans of their eight-
year-old daughter, Gal, and 
one-year-old son, Noam. Two 
sets of grandparents, each hav-
ing just lost a child, soon have 
another shock when the wills 
are read and they learn that 
Joel and Ilana have designated 
Joel’s gay twin, Daniel, to be 
the children’s guardian. This 
was not such a great surprise 
for Daniel or Matthew. Joel 
and Ilana had discussed it with 
Daniel before executing their 
wills, and Daniel had discussed 
it with Matthew. At the time, 
there was no apprehension 
on Matthew’s part; he loved 
Daniel. But that was before the 
romantic notion became tragic 
fact. The grandparents—who 
had been preparing for a cau-
tiously friendly conversation 
about which of them would 
be best suited to care for the 
children—are confronted with 
a new, unanticipated reality. 
Joel’s parents struggle to make 

Stormtrooper Families: 
Homosexuality and Community 
in the Early Nazi Movement
Andrew Wackerfuss

This book is one of the 

most readable histories  

of anything I’ve seen in  

a long, long time. Exten-

sively researched using 

on-site sources, Wacker- 

fuss has taken published 

and unpublished materi-

als to build an historical narrative that 

shows us how the conflict between ho-

mosexuality and masculinity informed 

early fascist politics. Read this volume as 

a cautionary tale, since the same power 

struggles (grounded in the same issues) 

are playing out in modern fascist move-

ments. A fascinating, well-researched 

and well-written book, this one is a 

keeper. Harrington Park Press (har 

ringtonparkpress.com). —Angel Curtis

The Provocateur’s Payback
Paco Muñoz-Botas

Every once in a while we 

get a gay thriller that has 

almost everything. Here, 

Curro is driving his fabu-

lous sports car home when 

he saves a fabulous man, 

who then meets a fabulous 

woman in a fabulous op-

era house . . . well, you get how fabulous 

it all is. International intrigue ensues, 

the action is steamy, and we’re glad 

to be along for the ride. The quality of 

the writing starts slow but rapidly picks 

up as the story progresses. This is an 

editorial failing that should not be held 

against Muñoz-Botas—he has given us 

a delicious way to spend an afternoon. 

Riverdale Avenue Books (riverdaleave 

books.com). —Angel Curtis 

READOUT

peace with the fact; Ilana’s 
parents hire a lawyer.

Author Judith Frank does a 
creditable job of presenting the 
difficulties faced by a couple 
learning to parent while push-
ing against the walls of their 
childless lives to make room for 
two grieving children. Each, in 
his own way, meets the chal-
lenges. Daniel negotiates the 
legal snares of a will that is 
subject to the laws of two coun-
tries while balancing parental 
duties, a career, and visits from 
a social worker whose job it is 
to judge his right to maintain 
custody. And all of this is shad-
owed by the fear of society’s 
prejudicial preference for 
families headed by a married 
straight couple. 

While Matthew is sidelined 
during these struggles that 
are Daniel’s alone, he and the 
children create strong bonds as 
he makes lunches, ferries them 
to school and childcare, and 
becomes Gal’s go-to parent for 
sharing her insecurities about 
a new school, the shift from 
Hebrew to English, and missing 
her old school pals in Israel. 
Not surprisingly, Matthew and 
Daniel slowly lose touch with 
one another, until their relation-
ship seems held together only 
by a thin memory thread of 
the love that once bound them. 
And everything in Matthew’s 
life is in Daniel’s name—the 
children, the house . . . and 
Daniel. 

Frank’s narrative is histori-
cally anchored in the events 
and attitudes of the late 20th 
and early 21st centuries. It 
opens with a Palestinian sui-
cide bomber delivering his 
death load in an Israeli coffee 
shop, and it culminates in a � 

All I Love and Know
by Judith Frank 
2015, William Morrow 
  Paperbacks, Reprint Edition 
  (harpercollins.com)
448 pages • $15.99

‹

‘All I Know and Love’
Families are formed in many ways—by birth, by choice, and even by tragedy.

By Janice Stensrude
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Humanists of Houston exists to provide the opportunity for 
like-minded Humanists, atheists, agnostics, skeptics, and 

freethinkers to fellowship, socialize, and enjoy thought 
provoking activities on the interesting issues of our day.

Good people doing good things! 
Lectures / Seminars / Volunteer Activities

“Atheists Helping the Homeless”

.com

Come join us!

Look us up for 
current events!

As a Humanist group, we hold a naturalistic world-view based 
on reason, and are also concerned with living ethical, 

meaningful lives with concern for our fellow human beings.

HUMANISTSOFHOUSTON.ORG

We’re Good Without God! 

Are you, too!?

HumanistsofHouston.indd   1 10/15/15   11:47 AMMontrose_Center_nov15.indd   1 10/20/15   2:23 PM
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BEST OF  
ALL WORLDS
As an award-winning facial plastic surgery 
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civil-rights-triumph celebration as Massachusetts 
begins issuing its first marriage licenses to gay 
citizens. In between, we hear the hectic story of 
Israel, a new country established on the heels 
of World War II to create a home for Europe’s 
Jewish refugees. As many of Israel’s young 
people set their sights on building a strong 
Jewish homeland, forgetful or ignorant of the 
Palestinian sacrifices that made way for the sud-
den post-war influx of foreigners, the early set-
tlers who were survivors of Hitler’s death camps 
feel shamed and forgotten. Or so believes 
Frank’s character Malka, the Israeli grandmother 
of the orphaned children. Malka is herself a 
survivor of the Nazi death camps and suffers 
periodic disabling PTSD attacks. The young, she 
claims, are loath to associate themselves with 
the age-old Jewish identity with victimhood. 
They have new Jewish heroes: the young Israeli 
soldiers who forfeit their lives in the continuing 
Palestinian-Israeli conflict—a sibling rivalry remi-
niscent of the long conflict in Ireland. “We are 
everything they don’t want to be,” Malka says. 
“Victims. Weaklings.”

It’s not the picture of Israel that has been 
often presented in America, nor likely the picture 
imagined by the original post-war settlers. It 
is a view of a typically ambitious government, 
an ancient pattern: the Israelis clearing out 
Palestinians the way the British cleared out the 
native populations of Australia and Tierra del 
Fuego, the way European immigrants and their 
descendants cleared out Native Americans, as 
if toppling trees to make way for farms. And all 
the while, a new generation of settlers live pleas-
ant lives separated by only a few miles from the 
living hell of those they have displaced.

An essay by author Judith Frank, added as 
additional material at the back of this new pa-
perback edition of her book, reveals that much in 
All I Love and Know comes from a place deep with-
in her personal experience. Five years after her 
father’s depression-induced suicide, her mother 
plucked the family from their Chicago roots 
and moved with her son and twin daughters to 
Israel. Frank’s own experience of mourning the 
death of a parent—followed by suffering culture 
shock and language blindness in a foreign coun-
try—are evident in her character Gal. It was not 
until graduate school in the U.S., though, that 
Frank met her first gay person and finally named 
that elusive something about herself that was so 
different from her twin: she was a lesbian. Like 
her character Daniel, she has a straight twin 
who lives in Israel and is married to an Israeli.

Though Frank’s sister remained in Israel, both 
her brother and mother eventually returned to 
the U.S. Back in Chicago, her mother became 
friends with a young activist rabbi who had 
taken up the cause of justice for Palestinians. In 
Israel, so involved in her career as a social work-
er and expert in early childhood development, 
Frank’s mother simply had not noticed the condi-

READOUT
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tion of the Palestinians and knew little about the 
history of their plight. In 2010, though restricted 
to a wheelchair, she traveled with a group of 
American Jews to meet with Palestinian activ-
ists, staying in the homes of refugee families in 
Palestinian refugee camps. Frank describes her 
mother’s changed view of the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict as a late-life “sea change” in attitude.

Frank is committed to authoring literature 
for the gay community. She resisted when her 
publisher first suggested that she seek a wider 
readership. But, she says, her partner kept push-
ing her to write for a straight audience: “Aunt 
Anne in Kansas City”—“straight, well educated 
and open minded”—not the usual reader of 
gay books. We owe a debt of literary gratitude 
to Judith Frank’s partner, and her agent and 
publisher, for their parts in placing this beautiful 
story in the hands of a readership that extends 
beyond her core LGBT audience. If the story 
had been written by a straight author, perhaps I 
could say that a major theme of the novel is that 
gay and straight people all endure the same re-
lationship and parenting challenges. While that 
is true, it’s more a fact than a theme—the way 
Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm is a girl or Tom 
Sawyer is a boy. These are facts of gender. And 
in the case of Frank’s characters and the situa-
tions in which she places them, it’s not about the 
gender . . . it’s about the journey.

Some reviewers have accused Frank of 
tackling too much: coming out, AIDS fear, gay 
marriage and parenthood, children dealing with 
their parents’ deaths, the unique relationship of 
twins when one is gay and the other straight, 
the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, and the continu-
ing problems of Holocaust survivors and the 
people who live with them. Any one of these 
diverse threads would easily serve as the focus 
in a meaty piece of fiction, yet interwoven, they 
are indicative of the way people live. We each 
have unique circumstances (both physically 
and socially rooted) that become a part of who 
we are and how we live: one thing is the focus 
today, and something else becomes more impor-
tant tomorrow. It is not for nothing that we often 
describe truth as being stranger than fiction. 
Rather than choosing a simplified single focus, 
Frank has courageously crafted lives of true-life 
complexity for her characters.

All I Love and Know is a timeless story of fami-
lies shattered by sudden death and the heavy 
toll that grief can wreak on a loving relation-
ship. Judith Frank is a fine writer who gives us 
much to know and love . . . unless you’d rather 
hate, in which case there’s material aplenty 
for those with that inclination: a Jewish lesbian 
who supports both gay marriage and justice for 
Palestinian civilians. Now that’s placing yourself 
next to a pile of rocks surrounded by people 
who are itching to start throwing them.

Janice Stensrude has been a contributor to 
OUTSMART and its predecessor publications 
(Uptown Express and Health & Spirit) for the 
past 27 years.
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of World War II to create a home for Europe’s 
Jewish refugees. As many of Israel’s young 
people set their sights on building a strong 
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den post-war influx of foreigners, the early set-
tlers who were survivors of Hitler’s death camps 
feel shamed and forgotten. Or so believes 
Frank’s character Malka, the Israeli grandmother 
of the orphaned children. Malka is herself a 
survivor of the Nazi death camps and suffers 
periodic disabling PTSD attacks. The young, she 
claims, are loath to associate themselves with 
the age-old Jewish identity with victimhood. 
They have new Jewish heroes: the young Israeli 
soldiers who forfeit their lives in the continuing 
Palestinian-Israeli conflict—a sibling rivalry remi-
niscent of the long conflict in Ireland. “We are 
everything they don’t want to be,” Malka says. 
“Victims. Weaklings.”

It’s not the picture of Israel that has been 
often presented in America, nor likely the picture 
imagined by the original post-war settlers. It 
is a view of a typically ambitious government, 
an ancient pattern: the Israelis clearing out 
Palestinians the way the British cleared out the 
native populations of Australia and Tierra del 
Fuego, the way European immigrants and their 
descendants cleared out Native Americans, as 
if toppling trees to make way for farms. And all 
the while, a new generation of settlers live pleas-
ant lives separated by only a few miles from the 
living hell of those they have displaced.

An essay by author Judith Frank, added as 
additional material at the back of this new pa-
perback edition of her book, reveals that much in 
All I Love and Know comes from a place deep with-
in her personal experience. Five years after her 
father’s depression-induced suicide, her mother 
plucked the family from their Chicago roots 
and moved with her son and twin daughters to 
Israel. Frank’s own experience of mourning the 
death of a parent—followed by suffering culture 
shock and language blindness in a foreign coun-
try—are evident in her character Gal. It was not 
until graduate school in the U.S., though, that 
Frank met her first gay person and finally named 
that elusive something about herself that was so 
different from her twin: she was a lesbian. Like 
her character Daniel, she has a straight twin 
who lives in Israel and is married to an Israeli.

Though Frank’s sister remained in Israel, both 
her brother and mother eventually returned to 
the U.S. Back in Chicago, her mother became 
friends with a young activist rabbi who had 
taken up the cause of justice for Palestinians. In 
Israel, so involved in her career as a social work-
er and expert in early childhood development, 
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tion of the Palestinians and knew little about the 
history of their plight. In 2010, though restricted 
to a wheelchair, she traveled with a group of 
American Jews to meet with Palestinian activ-
ists, staying in the homes of refugee families in 
Palestinian refugee camps. Frank describes her 
mother’s changed view of the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict as a late-life “sea change” in attitude.

Frank is committed to authoring literature 
for the gay community. She resisted when her 
publisher first suggested that she seek a wider 
readership. But, she says, her partner kept push-
ing her to write for a straight audience: “Aunt 
Anne in Kansas City”—“straight, well educated 
and open minded”—not the usual reader of 
gay books. We owe a debt of literary gratitude 
to Judith Frank’s partner, and her agent and 
publisher, for their parts in placing this beautiful 
story in the hands of a readership that extends 
beyond her core LGBT audience. If the story 
had been written by a straight author, perhaps I 
could say that a major theme of the novel is that 
gay and straight people all endure the same re-
lationship and parenting challenges. While that 
is true, it’s more a fact than a theme—the way 
Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm is a girl or Tom 
Sawyer is a boy. These are facts of gender. And 
in the case of Frank’s characters and the situa-
tions in which she places them, it’s not about the 
gender . . . it’s about the journey.

Some reviewers have accused Frank of 
tackling too much: coming out, AIDS fear, gay 
marriage and parenthood, children dealing with 
their parents’ deaths, the unique relationship of 
twins when one is gay and the other straight, 
the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, and the continu-
ing problems of Holocaust survivors and the 
people who live with them. Any one of these 
diverse threads would easily serve as the focus 
in a meaty piece of fiction, yet interwoven, they 
are indicative of the way people live. We each 
have unique circumstances (both physically 
and socially rooted) that become a part of who 
we are and how we live: one thing is the focus 
today, and something else becomes more impor-
tant tomorrow. It is not for nothing that we often 
describe truth as being stranger than fiction. 
Rather than choosing a simplified single focus, 
Frank has courageously crafted lives of true-life 
complexity for her characters.

All I Love and Know is a timeless story of fami-
lies shattered by sudden death and the heavy 
toll that grief can wreak on a loving relation-
ship. Judith Frank is a fine writer who gives us 
much to know and love . . . unless you’d rather 
hate, in which case there’s material aplenty 
for those with that inclination: a Jewish lesbian 
who supports both gay marriage and justice for 
Palestinian civilians. Now that’s placing yourself 
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BUSINESS NEWS

Highly Anticipated River Oaks 
District Opens to Fanfare

River Oaks District, Houston’s highly 
anticipated open-air shopping, dining, and 
entertainment haven, opened in October. 

Developed by the award-winning firm Oliver 
McMillan, River Oaks District features world-
class brands with iconic storefronts, upscale 
restaurants, luxury entertainment, and lush, tree-
lined walkable streets.

The destination’s grand opening celebration 
included remarks from Oliver McMillan CEO 
Dene Oliver, Houston City Council member David 
Robinson, and an invitation from Lynn Wyatt for 
all to visit Houston’s new premier shopping place. 
Following the event, guests were invited to stroll 
the 14-acre district and to visit the boutiques that 
are currently open—Brunello Cucinelli, Canali, 
Cartier, Chopard, Dior, Etro, Giuseppe Zanotti, 
INTERMIX, Moncler, Robert Cavalli, Stella 
McCartney, Tom Ford, and Vince.

Oliver McMillan has since announced addition-
al boutiques and restaurants that will soon open 
their doors in the district, including Anne Fontaine, 
Dolce & Gabbana, L’Occitane, Hopdoddy Burger 
Bar, Les Copains, and more.

“We’ve placed an emphasis on bringing to-
gether a collection of brands and restaurants that 
not only complement River Oaks District, but the 
city as well,” said Colin Moussa, director of mar-
keting for River Oaks District. “We look forward 
to sharing this special place with guests now that 
we’re open.” More info: riveroaksdistrict.com.

Eye Elegance Celebrates Grand 
Opening of Second Location

On October 14, Eye Elegance welcomed 
VIP guests to the grand opening of their 

new second location at 1703 Post Oak Blvd. The 
nearly 100 guests who attended the fine-eyewear 
provider’s event enjoyed wine from Estrada Creek 
Vineyards, delicious hors d’oeuvres from Masraff’s, 
and sweets from Nothing Bundt Cake. The Gal-
leria Houston West Chamber of Commerce then 
christened the store with an official ribbon cutting. 
This Galleria/Uptown Park store carries a wide 
range of high-end designer frames and sunglasses, 
including brands like Cartier, Tag Heuer, and 
Oliver Peoples. More info: eyeelegance.com. �
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Japhet Creek Community is a 
privately owned subdivision with 
Japhet Creek running through it. 
It is made up of a late-1800s farm 
home where the community’s 
owners, Jim Ohmart and Eileen 
Hatcher, live. The couple rents 
several small wooden bungalows 
to like-minded tenants interested 
in living in a more sustainable 
community. They share a working 
beehive, hens and a chicken coop 
for eggs, garden, and a community 
classroom building where they 
often share potluck dinners. Ja-
phet Creek, now a city park, is key 
to the community’s sense of place. 
Due to neighbors’ and friends’ 
efforts, the creek has been cleaned 
up, returned to its natural beauty 
and attracting wildlife. Ohmart 
thinks the vacant lots in Japhet 
Creek Community would be 
great for a tiny-home community. 
Shared outdoor places and the 
community room would be useful 
for tiny-home dwellers, as would 
the RV Ohmart already makes 
available to his small-bungalow 

renters for their guests. His plans 
also include an area for a shared 
washer and dryer. 

Ohmart has a couple of con-
tacts who are already working 
with the City of Houston to estab-
lish workable tiny-home guide-
lines. He says, “We haven’t gotten 
far enough on the tiny-house 
idea, but need to decide whether 
to just offer lots to build on or to 
actually develop a larger tract 
with utilities, etc., for multiple 
tiny houses.” The subdivision has 
about three acres available. 

Houstonians curious about 
building a tiny home can attend a 
two-day do-it-yourself workshop 
on November 7 and 8, presented 
by Tumbleweed Tiny House 
Company. The company presents 
workshops all over the nation and 
sells plans and trailers for tiny 
homes. The company’s slogan, 
“Dream Big, Go Tiny,” says it all.

Karen Derr is a Houston-based 
Realtor and the founder of Karen 
Derr Realty, which sells town and 
country properties. She writes 
and speaks about home and small-
business topics.

REIMAGINING HOMES
continued from page 44
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 ADVERTISING
OutSmart Magazine
3406 Audubon ...............................713/520-7237
 

AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING
Newport Air
newportair.net  .............................281/808-8630

ARCHITECTS
Morningside Architects
MorningsideArchitects.com ........713/529-2630

ASTROLOGER
Lilly Roddy Astrology
...........................................................713/529-5842

ATTORNEYS/LEGAL SERVICES
Gonzalez Olivieri LLC
gonzalezolivierillc.com .................713/481-3040
Katine & Nechman LLP
1834 Southmore. ...........................713/808-1001
Law Office of Robert Hohenberger
2500 Wilcrest, Ste 300 ................. 713/680-9454
Moore and Hunt Attorneys at Law
MooreandHunt.com......................713/522-4282
Clyde Williams, Attorney
.......................................................... 713/236-0064

ART GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 
Archway Gallery
2305 Dunlavy .................................713/522-2409
Bill Meek Glass Gallery
Meekgallery.com .......................... 713/259-9226
Gulf Coast Archive & Museum of 
GLBT History, Inc.
gcam.org ........................................ 832/722-5785
National Museum of Funeral History
415 Barren Springs Drive..................... .nmfh.org
       

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS
Tech Auto Maintenance
37 Waugh ....................................... 713/863-8244 

AUTOMOTIVE SALES 
Advantage BMW/Midtown
2101 San Jacinto @ Gray. .............713/289-1200
Clear Lake Fiat
15695 Gulf Freeway .......................281/617-4923
Joe Myers Imports
16484 Northwest Fwy .................. 713/587-9940
Momentum Mini
10000 S.W. Fwy ............................. 800/557-5574
Stewart Cadillac
2520 Main St .................................. 855/207-9849

BAKERIES/CUSTOM CAKES
Acadian Bakers
604 W. Alabama.............................713/520-1484
Dessert Gallery
DessertGallery.com.......................713-522-9999

BEAUTY/COSMETIC SERVICES
Beauty Techniques
Houstonpermanentmakeup.com .832/654-4595

CATERING SERVICES
David Alcorta Catering
davidalcorta.net ............................ 832/439-0224
Bailey Connor Catering
BaileyConnor.com ....................... 713/932-9335 

Neon Boots
11410 Hempstead Hwy.......neonbootsclub.com
Ripcord
715 Fairview St ............................... 713/521-2792
Pinot’s Palette
2406 Taft St .....................................713/523-4769
5539 Richmond Ave ......................713/975-7867
12343 Kingsride Ln ......................  713/973-2086
Rent Hot Angels
................................................RentHotAngels.com
Rudyard’s
2010 Waugh .................................... 713/521-0521
 South Beach
810 Pacific .......................................713/529-7623
Splash Bar Galveston
1302 Seawall ...................................409/974-4176
SRO-Productions
sro-productions.com.................... 713/300-2358
Stark Naked Theatre Company
starknakedtheatre.com ............... 832/866-6514
Theatre Southwest
theatresouthwest.org ...................713/661-9505
Theatre Under the Stars
TUTS.com ....................................... 713/558-TUTS
Tony’s Corner Pocket
817 W Dallas ...................................832/722-7658

FENG SHUI & ENERGY SERVICES 
Tomorrow’s Key
www.tomorrowskey.com .............713/952-5429

FINANCIAL PLANNING/BANKS 
Richard Dickson/Galene Financial
1700 W. Loop South, Ste 255 ...... 713/489-4322
Grace Yung/Midtown Financial
3355 Alabama, Ste 180 .................713/355-9833
Wells Fargo Bank
...................................... www.WellsFargo.com

FITNESS CLUBS/PERSONAL TRAINERS
Club Houston
2205 Fannin  .................................. 713/659-4998
F3 Cross Training
2012 Center St ..............................  832/654-7933
Fit Athletic Club
FitHouston.com ............................... 713/STAYFIT
Houston Fit Pro/Chris Bradley
HouFitPro.com. ............................. 713/489-0447
Houston Gym
1501 Durham ..................................713/880-9191

FLORISTS
Downtown Blooms
downtownblooms.com ................ 409/974-4294

FOOD/SPECIALTY & SPIRITS
Bud Light
............................................................Budlight.com

Spec’s
specsonline.com ........................... 888/526-8787

FUNERAL SERVICES
Leslie Bonnie/Dignity Memorial
.......................................................... 713/725-2006     
  

HAIR/NAIL/MAKE-UP SALONS
NU-Cuts Hair Salon
515 Westheimer .............................713/524-7858

HEALTH CARE–CHIROPRACTIC
Houston Healing Chiropractic
2990 Richmond, Ste. 148............. 713/300-0327
Kirby Health & Wellness/Kenneth W. Lester, D.C.
1603 Shepherd ...............................713/526-5252       

HEALTH CARE–COUNSELING/THERAPY
Tony Carroll, LMSW-ACP 
1006 Missouri ................................ 713/527-0000
D. “Woodja” Flanigan, MS, LPA 
2600 SW Fwy, Ste 409 ................. 713/589-9804
Dr. Daniel Garza, MD
2323 Shepherd, Set 805 ...............281/610-8190
Dr. Barry F. Gritz, MD
230 Westcott, Ste 210 .................. 713/869-7400
Emergent Pathways
emergepsych.com .........................346/701-1300
FIT Counseling, LLC
fitcounselingllc.com ..................... 832/919-6497  
Ken McLeod, LCSW, ACSW
5909 W Loop S, Ste 480  ..............713/628-1776

The Montrose Center
401 Branard ................................... 713/529-0037
Denise O’Doherty, LPC, LMFT, LCDC, RN
3730 Kirby, Ste 910 ........................713/524-9525
Robert Snellgrove, LMSW-ACP
4617 Montrose, Ste C206 ............. 713/522-7014
UTHealth
utmoodcenter.org ..........................713/846-2627
Christine Wysong 
230 Westcott.Ste 210 ..................713/869-7400
 

HEALTH CARE–DENTISTS
Bayou City Smiles/Marcus de Guzman, DDS
4000 Washington............................ 713/518-1411
Connect Dental Specialists
2902 Shepherd Dr., Ste.C ............ 713/230-8350
Cory Logan, DDS
530 Waugh ..................................... 713/942-8598
FLOSS City Center 
803 W. Sam Houston Pkwy ......... 832/543-3782
FLOSS, Dianna Wilde, DDS
514 Elgin, Ste A ............................... 713/942-0101
FLOSS, Drs. Huvar & Keller
5578 Weslayan ...............................713/667-3265
LifeSmiles by Randy Mitchmore, DDS
1722 W. Alabama .......................... 713/592-9300
Montrose Advanced Dentistry
3407 Montrose Blvd., Ste. B4 ..... 832/831-6968
Pearl Modern Dentistry
1919 Taylor St ..................................713/863-1520
Bruce W. Smith, DDS
1006 Missouri ................................ 713/529-4364

HEALTH FERTILITY
3 Sisters Surrogacy
3sisterssurrogacy.com ................. 877/976-9483
The Donor Solution
Thedonorsolution.com ............... 713/827—0301

HEALTH CARE–OPHTHALMOLOGISTS
Houston Eye Associates/Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD
5420 Dashwood, Ste 101 .............. 713/668-9118
Museum District Eye Center
4704 Montrose Blvd ...................... 713/333-0151

HEALTH CARE–OPTOMETRISTS
Boutique Eye Care
2502 Woodhead ............................713/528-2010
Eye Contact
2055 Westheimer ......................... 713/520-6600
Eye Gallery
1806B Westheimer ........................713/523-1279
2542 Amherst .................................832/831-7253
1700 Post Oak Blvd, Ste 110 ......... 713/622-7470
Eye Excellence
6624 Fannin. Ste.2105 ...................713/791-9494
Eye to Eye
432 W 19th ..................................... 713/864-8822
Kevin Katz, OD MS/Texas State Optical
www.TSOGalveston.com............ 409/763-6300
Museum District Eye Center
4704 Montrose Blvd ...................... 713/333-0151
River Oaks Vision
1426 W. Gray .................................. 713/640-2020         
Spectacles on Montrose
4317 Montrose, Ste. 2 ...................713/529-3937
Spring Eye Associates
6640 Cypresswood D ................... 281/355-9090    
Woodlands 20/20
1440 Lake Woodlands Dr….…832/412-2020

  HEALTH CARE - PODIATRISTS
CALO Foot & Ankle Specialists, PLLC
6565 West Loop South, Ste 101...713/987-7791

HEALTH CARE–PHYSICIANS
Octavio Barrios, MD
507 West Gray ................................713/942-7546
7106 Spencer Highway ................ 281/542-9400
Carroll Clinic/James M. Carroll MD, AAHIVS
Donnie Harvey, MPAS, PA-C
4101 Greenbriar, Set 208 ............. 713/520-6360
Gordon Crofoot, MD 
Maggie White, FNP-BC
3701 Kirby, Ste 1230 .................... 713/526-0005 
McClung Clinic/Tony S. McClung, MD
1213 Hermann, Ste 520 ................ 713/528-3444
M. Sandra Scurria, MD
6565 West Loop South, Ste 300 .. 281/661-5901

Get your business listed here. Call 713/520-7237 ext 10 for details.
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Montrose Mental Health
Christopher L. Boehme, MD
1527 W. Alabama ...........................713/492-0723

THANK YOU 
For Supporting 

OutSmart Advertisers!

HEALTH CARE–PLASTIC SURGERY
Body Affi rming Surgeries
6655 Travis St. ................................713/524-4538
Facial Plastic Surgery Associates
6655 Travis St ................................ 713/526-5665

HEALTH CARE–SERVICES
For Free Help to Quit Smoking
YesQuit.org. ...................................877/YES-QUIT
Houston Area Community Services/HACS
2150 W 18th St. ..............................713/426-0027
Legacy Community Health Services
215 Westheimer ............................ 713/830-3000
Research Access Network
4101 Greenbriar Dr #200 ...........713/526-7736 
Ryan White Planning Council
RWPCHouston.org.........................713/572-3784
St. Hope Foundation
OfferingHope.org ..........................713/778-1300
UT Health – Anal Cancer Study
.......................................................... 832/977-2350

HEALTH CARE–SKIN CARE
Heights Dermatology/Alpesh Desai, MD
2120 Ashland ................................. 713/864-2650
Skin Renaissance Laser/Octavio Barrios, MD
507 West Gray ................................713/942-7546

HEALTH CARE-UROLOGISTS
McClung Clinic/Tony S. McClung, MD
1213 Hermann, Ste 520 ................ 713/528-3444

HEALTH CARE-WEIGHT LOSS CLINICS
Dr. B-Fit/ Octavio Barrios, MD
517 West Gray ................................713/942-7546

HOME BUILDER & REMODELER
Woodstone Builders
WoodstoneHouston.com……….713/703-5242   

HOME FURNISHINGS/ACCESSORIES
Arka Living
4715 Main St., Ste A ...................... 832/455-9859
Cantoni
9889 Westheimer ...........................cantoni.com 
Coda
355 W. 19th .....................................713/864-4411
Fountains and Statuary
11804 Hempstead Rd ....................713/957-3672
Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams
4091 Westheimer...........................832/397-5130
Scavolini
Edbahomeresource.com ............. 713/965-0100

INSURANCE AGENCIES/AGENTS
McShane Insurance Services
mcshaneinsurance.com .............. 713/439-7504 
Rob Schmerler Insurance Agency/Farmers/
Rob Schmerler
6575 W Loop S, Ste 185 ................713/661-7700
Patrick Torma/State Farm
3329 Telephone, Ste B2 .................. 81/723-1294

JEWELERS
J Loggins Jewelers
14015 Southwest Fwy ..................281/242-2900 
Select Jewelers 
Selectjewelers.com .....................713/789-3359
Silverlust
1338-C Westheimer ...................... 713/520-5440
Zadok
Zadok.com ..................................... 713/960-8950

LANDSCAPING/LAWN
A.J.’s Landscaping & Design, Inc.
AJsLandscaping.com .................... 713/957-0449

MASSAGE THERAPISTS
Ryan Fugate, RMT
RyanMassageWorks.com .............713/269-7926
Joel Leal, RMT
.......................................................... 713/397-8808

PEST CONTROL SERVICES
Andy’s All Star Pest Control
........................................................... 713/732-7742

PET SERVICES& SUPPLIES
Aquarium World
13157 Northwest Fwy ................... 713/329-9989
Last Wishes/Animal Hospice
1302 Waugh ....................................713/452-0474

Midtown Veterinary Hospital
MidtownVetHospital.com............ 713-528-4900
Molly’s Mutthouse
3407 Montrose ...............................832/581-2453
3410 N.  Shepherd ........................ 713/426-6888
2755 Vossdale.................................281/501-9062
Spay-Neuter Assistance Program
Snapus.org. .....................................713/862-3863
West Alabama Animal Clinic
2030 W. Alabama...........................713/528-0818

PHOTOGRAPHY
Houston Camera Exchange
5900 Richmond Ave ......................713/789-6901

PHOTOGRAPHERS
Dalton DeHart Photography
DaltonDehart.com .........................713/622-2202
Yvonne Feece Photography
yvonnefeece.com ..........................832/876-1053

PLUMBING
U-Plumb-It
1424 Montrose ...............................713/942-2277
Village Plumbing & Appliance
5403 Kirby ..........................713/224-DRIP(3747)

POOL & POOL SERVICES
Tranquility Pools
........................................................... 713/447-9201

PRINTING/COPY CENTERS
Copy.com
1201-F Westheimer ........................ 713/528-1201

REAL ESTATE–MORTGAGE/TITLE 
Academy Mortgage/Cody Grizzoffi 
601 Sawyer Street, Ste 660 .......... 832/541-1103
Chicago Title
3700 Buffalo Speedway, Ste 400 .........713/418-7000
Nikki Richmond - 
Residential Mortgage Loan Originator 
Innerlooploans.com ...................... 832/763-1315
Republic Mortgage/Robert M. Spiegel
2121 Sage Road, Ste 140 ...............713/961-5363
Stewart Title/Michael Caballero     
603 W. 11th ................................... 713/401-1850

REAL ESTATE–REALTORS 
Bryan Beene/John Daugherty Realtors
520 Post Oak Blvd ........................713/626-3930 
Bob Beszborn/Boulevard Realty
1545 Heights ...................................281/650-2726
David Bowers/The House Company/Galveston
David@DavidBowers.com .........409/763-2800
Karen Derr/Karen Derr Realty
karenderr.com ...............................713/875-7050
Diego Jaramillo/Edinson Properties
EdinsonProperties.com ................ 713/980-5115
Jeremy Fain/Greenwood King Properties
...........................................................713/677-4337     
Chyna Gragg/Gay Homes Houston
Gayhomeshouston.com ............... 281/896-1621
Cindy Hamann/KellerWilliams
1401 Woodlands Pkwy ...................281/413-1187
Richard Hill/Keller Williams
richardhill.com….………………713/863-9494
Debbie Levine/Greenwood King Properties
...........................................................713/942-6857
Lynette Lew/Gary Greene 
LynetteLew.com. ............................713/582-2202
Rad Lewandowski, Keller Williams
radoslaw@kw.com ........................281-881-4217
Wade Knight/Sotherby’s Properties
50 Briar Hollow Ln ........................ 713/582-0264
Vinod Ramani/Urban Living Realtors
5023 Washington .......................... 713/868-7226
Caroline Schlemmer/Greenwood King
CarolineSchlemmer.com ..............713/446-2716
Alexander Song/Keller Williams Southwest
har.com/alexsong ......................... 832/533-5308
Tom Schwenk/The House Company
TheHouseCompany.com ..............713-857-2309
Tim Surratt/Greenwood King
...........................................................713/320-5881
VJ Tramonte/Joe Tramonte Realty 
1802 Broadway/Galveston .......... 409/765-9837
Andy Weber/John Daugherty Realtors
520 Post Oak .................................. 713/724-4306

Read OUTSMART, so you can 
have your cake and equality, too.

Why give your money 
to a business that does 
not support diversity?

Whether you’re looking for the 
butcher, the baker, or the 

candlestick maker, OUTSMART can help 
you fi nd equality-minded businesses 
that appreciate you and provide vital 
community support. 

Why would you buy a cake 
from someone who doesn’t 

want to sell you one?

www.OutSmartMagazine.com

For advertising and subscription 
information, call 713/520-7237.

Anthony Upton Properties
anthonyuptonproperties.com  ... 713/528-0050

REAL ESTATE SERVICES
Brokers Only
brokersonly.org .............................713/302-7036

RESTAURANTS/COFFEE/WINE BARS
1308 Annex
322 Westheimer ............................. 713/807-8101
1308 Cantina
1308 Montrose .............................. 281/807-8996
Acadian  Bakers
604 W.Alabama .............................713/520-1484
Big Eyed Fish
908 Henderson St ......................... .713/714-8367
BRC GastroPub
519 Shepherd Dr ............................713/861-2233
Candylicious/The Chocolate Bar
1835/1837 W. Alabama ................ 713/520-8599
2521 University Blvd .................... 713/520-8888
Dessert Gallery
DessertGallery.com.......................713-522-9999
Giacomo’s 
3215 Westheimer ........................... 713/522-1934
Gloria’s 
2616 Louisiana .............GloriasRestaurants.com
House of Blues
1204 Caroline .............................. 888/402-5837 
Jenni’s Noodle House
3111 S. Shepherd ............................713/523-7600
2027 Post Oak ................................713/621-4200
602 East 20th ..................................713/862-3344
Laurenzo’s Restaurant
4412 Washington ........................... 713/880-5111
Liberty Kitchen & Oyster Bar
1050 Studewood St ....................... 713/802-0533
Phoenicia
1001 Austin St ................................ 832/360-2222
Pizaro’s Pizza Napoletana
1000 West Gray. .............................832/742-5200
14028 Memorial Dr........................281/589-7277
Pizza L’Vino
544 Waugh Dr ................................713/526-1000
2524 Rice Blvd ............................... 832/380-3100
Pizzeria Solario
3333 Weslayan, ste 100 ................713/892-8100
Riva’s
1117 Missouri St ............................. 713/529-3450
Rudyard’s
2010 Waugh .................................... 713/521-0521
Tradiciao Brazilian Steakhouse
12000 Southwest Fwy ...................281/277-9292

TELEPHONES/CELL/WIRELESS
Premier Wireless
12220 Murphy ............................... 281/575-8500

TRAVEL/TRAVEL AGENCIES
Aquafest
Aquafestcruises.com ....................800/592-9058
Concierge Travel, Inc
4920 Mimosa ...................................713/661-2117
Gayribbean Cruises
GayribbeanCruises.com .............. 877/560-8318
Vanguard Travel
5959 W. Loop South, Ste. 240  ... 713/721-4000

WEDDING SERVICES - BAKERS 
Acadian Bakers 
604 W. Alabama.............................713/520-1484
Dessert Gallery
DessertGallery.com.......................713-522-9999  

 WEDDING SERVICES - CATERERS
David Alcorta Catering
davidalcorta.net ............................ 832/439-0224
Bailey Connor Catering
BaileyConnor.com ....................... 713/932-9335 
Jim Benton of Houston Catering
2811 Eastman ................................ 713/802-2860

WEDDING SERVICES - OFFICIANTS  
Gary Horenkamp
houston-weddingoffi ciant.com ....832/797.1616
Johnny Peden M. Div., B.A.
yourspecialday.com ...................... 713/817-2160

WEDDING SERVICES - PLANNERS 
Wedding Bliss Events
WeddingBlissEvents.com ............ 832/887-8885
       

WEDDING SERVICES - SERVICES
Bradley David Entertainment
BradleyDavidEntertainment.com. 713/487-6076    
My Texas Gay Wedding
.................................... MyTexasGayWedding.com
      

WEDDING SERVICES - VENUES
Chateau Polonez
ChateauPolonez.com ................... 281/655-5656
House Of Dereon
2204 Crawford St ........................... 713/772-5175
La Torretta Lake Resort & Spa
600 La Torretta Blvd LaTorrettaLakeResort.com
Magnolia Ballroom
715 Franklin ...................magnoliaballroom.com   
South Shore Harbor Resort & Spa
Sshr.com ..........................................281/334-1000
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Experience a healing 
Reiki session by a 

gay-friendly Reiki Master. 
Great locat ion and 
relaxed vibe all come 
together for you to 
expe r i en ce  r e l i e f 
from depression or 
any physical issue. 
Sessions are about 
45-minutes and my 
rate is $75.00. 

For information, call  877/708-3579 
or visit www.HoustonReiki.com.

Thank you for supporting 
our advertisers! 

MARKETPLACE 
ADVERTISING RATES

Deadline: Nov. 15  for the Dec. issue. 
For rates/info, 

call 713/520-7237 ext. 10.

OutSmart Marketplace

CHURCHES

COMPUTER SERVICES

ACCOMMODATIONS

POOL SERVICES

Advertise your home related business in this section 
for as little as $90 per month.

For more information, 
call 713.523.6523.

Money MakersMoney Makers

www.moneymakersflags.comwww.moneymakersflags.com
1517 Blalock                      713-461-1153
Houston, TX 77080            800-838-1153
1517 Blalock                      713-461-1153
Houston, TX 77080            800-838-1153

Flags, Banners, Poles
Windsocks and Pennants

Flags, Banners, Poles
Windsocks and Pennants

Interior/Exterior Painting 
Drywall Install • Texture 

Siding • Carpentry 
Concrete Painting

www.rtcontracting.com
rtcontracting@sbcglobal.net

Fully
Insured

281-578-5162

Serving Greater Houston Since 1996Royal Touch 
Remodeling

FREE PLANTING
FREE ESTIMATES 

with Purchase of 
Plants and Materials

713.523.5667713.523.5667

Landmark
andscapesLandmark
andscapes

www.a-affordableofficefurniture.com

Brand New / Scratch & Dent / Used

Office Furniture
& Much, Much, More

713-694-2747
5708 N. Shepherd Drive

Houston, Texas 77091

30,000 sq. ft.
JAM-PACKED
SHOWROOM!

SPECIALIZING IN AMERICAN ANTIQUES
Spindle Back Chairs � Round Pedestal Tables 

China Cabinets � Hall Trees � Kitchen Cabinets � Beds
Dressers � Wicker � Glassware � Light Fixtures � Trunks

www.randfantiques.com

912 Yale Street
North of I-10 in “The Heights”

713-861-7750 
Wed - Sat: 10:00 - 5:30 � Sun - Tues: By Chance or Appt.

We Do ESTATE SALES
Call Us!

Residential & Commercial
Keep your yard green with the most affordable 
eco-friendly way to dispose of pet waste.  

We offer convenient weekly service. Never 
worry about the mess of owning a pet again!

Awarded “Best Attention to Detail” by HoustonPress.

Gallaway Porcelain Works
� Porcelain
� Acrylics 
� Simulated Marble
� Fiberglass 
� Tub Chips
� Antique 

Clawfoot Tubs

281-304-9300 TexasTubs.com

Reconditioning         Repair         Refinishing 

Refinisher for 
the Emporium

Specialists in pointing and filling brick and mortar cracks
along with Patio & Outdoor Firepits

“Simply the best in brick repair” 

713.856.8329 • www.mrbrickofhouston.com

ENERGY SAVING SOLAR SCREENS
Lifetime Warranty • FREE Estimates

Vinyl Replacement Windows
Custom Made • Maintenance Free

LowE Energy Saving
Insulated Glass • Solar Screens

Security Storm Windows

Call Now! 713.290.02476010 W. 34th St. Unit 0
Houston, Texas  77064

GARIA  l E-Z-GO  l CLUB CAR

gulf coast golf carts
custom carts and accessories

281.534.9998
GARIA  l E-Z-GO  l CLUB CAR
1113 Gulf Frwy South, League City, TX 77573

281.332.7778 •  wwwlgulfcoastgolfcarts.com

CREATIVE IMPROVEMENTS, LLC.
Residential & Commercial

Room Additions • Roofing • Painting • Carpentry • Electrical • Plumbing 
Doors • Siding • Decks • Interior & Exterior Repairs.

Remodel Kitchens and Bathrooms. Granite Countertops.

FREE ESTIMATES
281-804-3108 Phone

REFERRALS AVAILALBE
www.creativeimprovementsllc.com 1205 West Loop North #120 3130 E. Nasa Pkwy.

Licensed Mold Assessment Consultant

713-961-1531

Real Estate Inspections
by SafeHouse
Residential • Commercial • Multi-Units
• structural/mechanical/termites
• pools/spas/sprinkler systems
• mold testing & consultation
• independent foundation evaluations

Serving Houston
Since 1991

MAC#1001
Trec#2997

• Custom Cabinets
• Remodeling
• Siding • Framing

Jose L. Rosas•832.651.7061Cell

By George Szontagh
TREC License #2212
Prepurchase/Slab/Pier & Beam
Since 1990

www.reflection
poolsandspas.com

Reflection 
Pools&Spas
Reflection 

Pools&Spas
713-559-1100
Beautiful Pools at
Affordable Prices

AMAZING FENCES  
& BURGLAR BARS

Beating the competition for years!
Free Estimates 

281-467-1898 • 281-397-8354 fax

Iron • Wood • Chain Link • Automatic Gate Openers

Plumbing Solutions
Wade Edwards
Licensed Plumber

24 Years Experience

281-974-9449

CABINETS
by John Corenchuk

281.398.6754 Home
713.302.7381 Cell

All Kinds of Woodwork • All Custom Built

WAYNE’S
HARDWOOD • CARPET • TILE

(1-10 @Kirkwood)

281-596-8187
M-F 10-5 • Sat 10-6 • Sun 12-5 or Appoint.

SSProfessionalPainting.com

713-294-5706

Commercial / Residential
Since 1980

Porcelain Repair
Bathroom Detailing

OWNER CRAFTSMAN-WESLEY MCDOUGLE

Bathtubs • Sinks • Tile • Repaired • Removed 
• Installed • Cleaned & Polished

FREE ESTIMATES
713-498-8532

Sales •Service •Installation
www.GasProductservices.comwww.GasProductservices.com

281-798-8006281-798-8006

Cantu Floors
• tile • marble • slate • wood • 

• granite  countertops •

281.850.6728

Katy
Kitchen Bath
281.391.6279

COMPLETE KITCHEN REMODELS
• CABINETS
• FIXTURES
• COUNTERTOPS

www.KatyKitchen.com

THREE-TIME 
2010 AWARD 

WINNER

Idle hands are the 
devil’s workshop… 

GET MORE CLIENTS FOR YOUR 
MASSAGE BUSINESS.

 Call OutSmart for ad rates now! 
713/520-7237

 832.496.9246

In-Home
Computer Services

In-Home
Computer Services

Gary Joseph
Owner

Home echPC
SM

Home echPC

www.pchometech.com

Real help.

Plain
Talk

FOR RENT

Reward Yourself

A NICE TOUCH, RE-
LAXATION OF BODY 

AND MIND BY

Centrally Located; 7 Days, 
Evenings, Out Calls Welcome

LEE

832.978.7017

A NICE TOUCH, RELAXATION 
OF BODY AND MIND BY

Centrally Located; 7 Days, 
Evenings, Out Calls Welcome

Reward Yourself

A NICE TOUCH, RE-
LAXATION OF BODY 

AND MIND BY

Centrally Located; 7 Days, 
Evenings, Out Calls Welcome

LEE

832.978.7017

A NICE TOUCH, RELAXATION 
OF BODY AND MIND BY

Centrally Located; 7 Days, 
Evenings, Out Calls Welcome

EMPLOYMENT

IMMEDIATE OPENING
Advertising Sales Reps

Successful candidates must be or-
ganized, self-motivated, energetic, 
outgoing, creative and experienced 
in advertising and marketing sales 
preferred. Salary+Commission, 
health benefits program included. 
Email resume to  Employment@Out-
SmartMagazine.com. Fax resume 
to 713/522-3275, Attn: Tom Fricke, 
Associate Publisher.

Fully Furnished Corporate Apartments

www.LEmerson.net

DJ 

pet patrol
A PEOPLE PET PARTNERSHIP

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
TO HELP PET OWNERS WITH HEALTH CHALLENGES

KEEP THEIR COMPANION PETS

www.thepetpatrol.org

petpatrolpartners@sbcglobal.net
281.733.7696

CLEANING SERVICES

Dexter’s
5 Star Service

Doing the chores you hate to do

Cleaning • Bartending 
Designated Driver

House/Pet Sitting or Just ask!

Bob Samora 832/252-1961
creative • professional 

reliable • detailed • flexible

N N N N N

athenzmedia.com

Nightlife,
Corporate,
Public & 

Private Events

DJ ATHENZ
Voted Outsmarts Gayest & 
Greatest 
Best Female DJ 2013 & 
2014
Bringing uniqueness to your 

event.Voted Outsmart’s 
Gayest & Greatest 
Best Female DJ 

2013 & 2014

DJ_Athenz_Jan15.indd   1 12/15/14   4:35 PM

SUPPORT   •   EDUCATION   •   ADVOCACY

Where 
Everyone is                            
Welcome!

Helpline: 713-46P-FLAG
www.pfl aghouston.org

MASSAGE & BODYWORK

Thai MassageTHE BEST

YOYO • 713-825-5649

Now in 
Houston
Now in 

Houston
Now in 
Houston

MASSAGE & BODYWORK SERVICES

Which Would 
You Rather Have?

The Wax Master
Specializing in Men’s Body Waxing

713.600.1027 
thewaxmaster.com 

(WEBSITE PC SUPPORTED ONLY)

INCALL/OUTCALL MASSAGE
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

INCALL/OUTCALL MASSAGE

Ken Claude, LMT 
713-240-9598

Your “ahhh” moment.
Delivered!

MONTROSE 
OFFICE SPACE 
Perfect for Psychotherapist, 

Personal Coach, etc. Utilities, 
Phone, Voicemail included. 

24 hour, 7 day access. $700/mo. 

(713) 817- 4507 
AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY

SERVICES
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LILLY RODDY
A S T R O L O G E R

Voted BEST ASTROLOGER 
by OutSmart Readers

713.529.5842
lillycath@aol.com • www.lillyroddy.com

CONSULTATIONS BY 
APPOINTMENT ONLY

GIFT CERTIFICATES • CREDIT CARDS

Right now is the perfect opportunity
TO BE PROUD OF WHO YOU ARE
TO BE COMPASSIONATE TO 
YOURSELF AND OTHERS

Voted BEST ASTROLOGER 

TO SHOW GRATITUDE TO THOSE 
YOU LOVE AND TRULY APPRECIATE

Thank you again 
to my OutSmart 

readers for voting me 
Best Astrologer for 
all of these years.”

Personal astrological sessions

Relationship readings - personal / business

Presentations & lectures to organizations

LillyRoddy_Nov14.indd   1 10/21/14   11:29 AM

When business or pleasure brings you 
to Houston for a month or more, 

why not make L’Emerson your address?

• All the amenities of home.

• Ideally situated in the 
  Montrose-Midtown area.

• Much more affordable than
  a downtown hotel room.

Tom Fricke, Proprietor

210 Emerson Street • Houston, Texas 77006 
www.LEmerson.net

IDEAL FOR SUMMER INTERNS

LEmersonad_May15.indd   1 4/15/15   2:28 PM

CalebSmithPortfolio.comCalebSmithPortfolio.comCalebSmithPortfolio.comCalebSmithPortfolio.comCalebSmithPortfolio.comCalebSmithPortfolio.comCalebSmithPortfolio.comCalebSmithPortfolio.comCalebSmithPortfolio.comCalebSmithPortfolio.comCalebSmithPortfolio.comCalebSmithPortfolio.comCalebSmithPortfolio.comCalebSmithPortfolio.comCalebSmithPortfolio.comCalebSmithPortfolio.comCalebSmithPortfolio.comCalebSmithPortfolio.comCalebSmithPortfolio.comCalebSmithPortfolio.comCalebSmithPortfolio.comCalebSmithPortfolio.comCalebSmithPortfolio.comCalebSmithPortfolio.com

Makes A Great Gift!

Commemorate Your Pet Pals with a 
Custom Acrylic Painting or Sketch!

Makes Makes Makes 

B Y  C A L E B  S M I T HB Y  C A L E B  S M I T HB Y  C A L E B  S M I T HB Y  C A L E B  S M I T HB Y  C A L E B  S M I T HB Y  C A L E B  S M I T HB Y  C A L E B  S M I T HB Y  C A L E B  S M I T HB Y  C A L E B  S M I T HB Y  C A L E B  S M I T HB Y  C A L E B  S M I T HB Y  C A L E B  S M I T HB Y  C A L E B  S M I T HB Y  C A L E B  S M I T H
PPPPPeeeet PPPortraits

CalebSmithArtDesign.1-4_Jun15.indd   1 5/14/15   5:29 PM



94 | NOVEMBEr 2015 | OutSmartMagazine.com

BAR & CLUB GUIDE

attractive patio. Tues. and Sun. drag shows 
feature frequent special guests. 202 Tuam St. 
• fbarhouston.com • 713.522.3227. 

GEORGE
2egulars rule at this comfortable 
neighborhood sports bar, Just like most other 
neighborhood sports bars in town. But 
George’s occasional benefit drag show makes 
it a wonderful, campy alternative. Sports 
Saturdays start at 3pm with dart and pool 
tournaments� Steak Night is Sun., 3–7pm. 617 
Fairview • 713.528.8102.

GUAVA LAMP
This trendy and friendly video and cruise bar 
gets busy during happy hour and stays busy 
@til closing. +araoke on Wed. and Sun., 
sometimes offering priZes, always packs the 
place. 570 Waugh Dr. • 713.524.3359 • 
guavalamphouston.com.

JR’S BAR & GRILL
With house emcee +ofi, OUTSMART’s Gayest 
and Greatest reigning drag champion, this 
Montrose standard offers drag and strip 
shows throughout the week, karaoke Thurs. 
and Sun., plus pool tables, male dancers, 
and award-winning cocktails. 808 Pacific St. • 
Jrsbarandgrill.com • 713.521.2519.

METEOR
The men of Manwatch and Muscles in 
Action rinse down in the “Meteor Shower” 
stall in this posh but comfy lounge on the 
downtown edge of Montrose, accompanied 
by D* Athena on Friday and award-winning 
D* Eddie E on Saturday. Open Thurs.–Sat. 
2306 Genesee St. • meteorhouston.com • 
713.521.0123.

MICHAEL’S OUTPOST
*erry Atwood, Clay (owell, Neil Massey, Steve 
Wheaton, and 2oger Woest take turns at the 
keys at this comfortable neighborhood piano 
bar. 1419 2ichmond Ave. • 713.520.8446.

MONTROSE MINING COMPANY
Studly male dancers bump and grind every 
night at this leather/denim spot, offering 
Montrose’s lowest vodka drinks with Trash 
Disco Sundays. The two-tier back patio bar 
provides a perch for viewing the Pacific Street 
scenery. 805 Pacific St. • theminehouston
.com • 713.529.7488.

NEON BOOTS 
DANCEHALL & SALOON

(ouston’s only LGBT country dancehall is 
located in the historic Esquire Ballroom and 
opens Wednesday–Sunday. The new outside 
patio and stage are open.  Wednesday 
features Steak Night and Bingo.  Free dance 
classes on Thursdays and +araoke. Saturday 
night the dance floor fills with the best 
C&W . . . check their website for all specials, 
events and times. 11410 (empstead (wy • 
neonbootsclub.com • 713.677.0828. 

Houston

13 ENTERTAINMENT
This comfortable club located in the (eights 
is a convenient alternate to inner-Montrose 
haunts. Patrons Journey past the comfy 
seating and romantic lighting to find a spa-
cious patio where they sometimes fire up 
the barbecue grill. 1537 N. Shepherd • 
713.426.1313.

BAYOU CITY BAR & GRILL
This coZy bar is the home for the famous 
Breakfast Club (which dates back to 1986), 
opens at 7am, and continues throughout the 
day with a full kitchen and menu along with 
late-night dancing! +nown for Drag Bingo  
on Tues., Steak Night on Wed., and Wing 
Night Thurs. D*s nightly. 7 days a week. 2409 
Grant St. • bayoucitybar.com. 

BLUR
This multi-level dance club features a patio 
upstairs lounge and balconies that overlook 
Pacilc St. Ladies enJoy Wet and Wild Wed., 
18-year-olds are welcome on Thurs., resident 
D* LorenZo spins Wed.–Sat. nights, D* Pollo 
spins +arumba Latin night on Sun. (appy 
hour 8–10pm� free cover before 11pm. 710 
Pacilc St. • blurbar.com.

CLUB 2020
Located downtown, this urban club features 
Clubbers Friday with male and female 
dancers. Its 6,400 square feet also offers 
theater-siZed viewing screens and 6IP  
rooms. 2020 Leeland • 713.227. 9667 • 
club2020houston.com.

CLUB CRYSTAL
If you miss the now-closed Inergy, you’ll find 
many of its former staff, management, and 
dÏcor at this two-room Latin/hip-hop club. 
Sunday evening drag shows rule the roost. 
6680 Southwest Frwy, neXt to Colorado • 
713.278.2582 • crystaltheclub.com.

CROCKER BAR
2esident D* *ohnny spins on Fri. and Sat. 
nights at this comfortably remodeled 
Montrose nightspot that also offers karaoke 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays and eXtended 
happy-hour prices throughout the week. 
2312 Crocker • 713.529.3355.

THE EAGLE
The Eagle has landed at its new location in 
the heart of Montrose, and it looks great. 
SeXy bartenders, lots of outdoor deck space, 
and even a gift shop to check out. Mon.–Sat., 
4pm–2am� Sun, noon–2am. 611 (yde Park • 
eagle houston.com.

F BAR
Award-winning D*s spin nightly at this hbou-
tique nightclubv that offers elegance without 
arrogance and features a stage, dance 
floor, 6IP area, glass-encased quiet bar, and 

611 HYDE PARK | EAGLEHOUSTON.COM

Your Country Sports Bar
Mon-Sat  7am-2am
Sunday  12pm - 2amHOURS:

617 Fairview • Houston, Texas • 713.528.8102

George_Oct15.indd   1 9/29/15   11:14 AM

713-521-2792 • 715 Fairview, Houston, TX 77006

“Voted Best 
Place to Show 
Off Your Leather”
 Outsmart Magazine’s 
 Readers’ Choice Awards

Saturday / Nov 28th

DJ Ryan Jones • Doors at 9PM

HOUSTON

There’s always something going on at:
TONY’S CORNER POCKET

Nightly Specials – Call for Details
Cold Beverages & Hot Guys!

817 W. Dallas  •  713/571-7870
Ample Secure Parking

TONY’S
CORNERPOCKET

If you want to drink, that’s your business.
If you want to stop, that’s ours.

Hundreds of meetings a week in your area.
Call (713) 686-6300 or visit www.aahouston.org

For general information visit: www.aa.org

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
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Thank you for 46 FABULOUS years!

A Neighborhood Bar...

Thank you for 46 FABULOUS years!

Swimming Pool • KaraokeWeekend Shows featuring the “Ladies of  Lafitte!”

Open Daily 10am – 2am

(409)765-9092
2501 Ave. Q • Galveston
www.RobertsLafitte.com

A Neighborhood Bar...

Open Daily 10am – 2am

Come In &Be Yourself!

Robert_Lafitte.BG_Aug15.indd   1 7/24/15   3:49 PM

PEARL BAR
This LGBT-friendly lounge is open under 
“familiar” management in the Washington 
corridor. Daily highlights range from open 
mic night to steak night to appearances by DJ 
Kittie and DJ Ben Phoenix from KRBE. Drink 
specials and more. 4216 Washington • 
pearlhouston.com.

THE RIPCORD
This well-kept, multi-roomed leather bar for 
men and their friends boasts a busy patio, 
especially on the weekends. The Black Hawk 
Leather shop is located inside the club, 
providing BDSM essentials. 715 Fairview Ave. 
• 713.521.2792 •  theripcord.com.

RUDYARD’S
The eclectic British pub is known for its 
craft beers as well as for the burgers. Most 
weekends you’ll find up-and-coming local 
bands rocking the house. 2010 Waugh Dr. • 
rudyardspub.com • 713.521.0521.

SOUTH BEACH
This mega-dance club is a frequent winner 
of OUTSMART‘s Gayest and Greatest awards, 
with DJ Eddie E spinning on Fri., and DJ Joe 
Ross playing pop & dance music videos on 
Sat. No cover before 11pm. 810 Pacific St. • 
sobehouston.com • 713.529.SOBE.

TC’S SHOWBAR
With the longest daily happy hours in 
Montrose (8am–10pm), it’s no wonder this 
neighborhood watering hole is so popular. 
Owner Tim Pugh says TC’s has built quite a 
reputation as the perfect spot to celebrate 
special occasions. Other big draws are the 
drag shows Wednesday–Sunday and karaoke 
Monday & Wednesday. 817 Fairview • 
713.526.2625 • tcsshowbar.com.

TONY’S CORNER POCKET
This comfortable club located close to 
downtown has one of the friendliest bar 
staffs in town, both inside & outside at its 
patio bar. The raised stage where local 
charities perform also features an amateur 
dance contest each Thurs., Fri., & Sat. at 
11pm. Opens daily at noon. 817 W. Dallas • 
713.571.7870 • tonyscornerpocketbar.com. 

VIVIANA’S
This club, in a new location, appeals to fans 
of Latino music and drag alike. 4624 Dacoma 
• 713.681.4104.

Beaumont

ORLEANS STREET PUB AND PATIO
The place to hang for food, fun, and booze in 
a newly renovated pub, in good weather or 
bad. Open every night from 7pm–2am. 650 
Orleans • 409.835.4243.

Bryan/College Station

HALO VIDEO BAR
The only LGBT dance club in Bryan/College 
station, this sleek spot is open Thurs.–Sat. 
Smack in the middle of Aggieland, “our 
venue is always packed with the hotties,” the 
owners promise. 121 North Main • 
979.823.6174 • halobcs.com. 

Galveston

23RD ST. STATION
A new face on the Island bar scene is here. 
The bar features a neighborhood-bar feel 
with octane. Drink specials daily and 
the weekend is filled with pulsing music, hot 
dancers, drag shows, and a Sunday Tea 
Dance. 1706 23rd St. • 409.621.1808.

KRAVE GALVESTON
Galveston’s hottest, most modern nightclub 
and video bar (formerly 3rd Coast Down-
town) is heating up the island’s nightlife. 
Thursday–Saturday is a big draw for College 
Night, Tuesday is Trivia/Karaoke Night with 
Timothy Branstetter, Sunday & Wednesday is 
Karaoke Night with David P, and the weekend 
drag shows hosted by Kara Dion are fabu-
lous! 4216 Postoffice St. • 409/765-6911. 

ROBERT’S LAFITTE
A neighborhood bar, the Island institution 
attracts a colorful crowd of regulars and 
travelers. The private patio includes a 
swimming pool. On Sat. and Sun. nights, the 
Ladies of Lafitte show takes the stage. 2501 
Avenue Q (at 25th) • 409.765.9092.

SPLASH BAR GALVESTON
Galveston’s only gay bar on the beach is 
making a huge splash on the island. The 
club’s Happy Hour and entertainment line-
up sizzles with Hot Fridays and Saturdays 
featuring its “Splash Divas” drag shows, 
amateur strip contests, and the area’s hottest 
DJs spinning your favorite tunes. Sunday’s 
Tea Dance features Happy Hour noon–8pm, 
and count on lively entertainment every 
weekday. 3102 Seawall Blvd. • 409.974.4176 • 
splashbargalveston.com.

Spring 
   
RANCH HILL SALOON

With its two pool tables, 52-inch plasma 
televisions, and large dance floor, this 
popular northside spot also offers DJs 
Thursday–Saturday. 247041 I-45N Suite 103 • 
281.298.9035 • ranchhill.com. 

THE ROOM BAR AND LOUNGE
One of only two LGBT hangouts in North 
Houston/Spring, this bar and video lounge 
has an extremely laidback atmosphere 
where everyone is welcome and everyone 
is friendly to each other. The Room Bar and 
Lounge offers something for everyone, 
including daily drink specials, karaoke, free 
pool, drag shows, and live DJs several nights 
a week. 4915 FM 2920 • roombarspring.com 
• 281.907.6866. �

WHO: Tom McCumber

WHERE: Pearl Bar & Side Bar
4216 Washington • 832.740.4933
pearlhouston.com

WHAT’S UP: Pearl Bar features DJs 
almost every night of the week, with 
Steak Night and bingo on Tuesdays, 
Latin Night on Fridays, and now a 
drag show the 3rd Wednesday of ev-
ery month. With its high-beamed 
ceilings, fully restored natural brick 
walls, and polished stone appoint-
ments, Pearl is industry-meets-rus-
tic. The remodeled expansive rear 
patio bar offers comfortable seating, 
games, and flat-screen TVs.

Behind the Bar

Club_Houston_Nov15.indd   1 10/15/15   4:13 PM

SouthBeach_Jul15.indd   1 6/24/15   4:30 PM

2010 Waugh  |  7 13.521.0521  | 11:30am–2am Everyday  |  www.rudyardspub.com

thousands of bands, millions of beers–a houston tradition since 1978

Delicious Burgers • Succulent Pulled Pork Tacos • Fabulous Fish & Chips • An Array of Craft Beers

Rudyards_BG_May15.indd   1 4/17/15   11:53 AM
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Clearer . . .

SIGNOUT

and more ready.

We start our month clearer and more ready 
to act than we have in the last three 

months, although we will slow down some at 
the end of the month. And for those planning 
ahead, our next Mercury retrograde is active in 
the month of January 2016. • Thanksgiving will 
be a more laid-back time for all of us. We will 
all be more sensitive than usual, so choose your 
company carefully or build in some exit strate-
gies. • Days to get up and enjoy the day are the 
2nd, 5th, 6th, 10th, 13th, and 17th. Days to call 
in for a mental-health day are the 18th, 20th, 
23rd, 24th, 25th, 26th, and 29th. 
 
ARIES (March 21–April 19). Your energy levels 
remain strong this month, allowing you to start 
new projects, confront issues that need address-
ing, and take a more serious tone with your 
overall life. Relationships are requiring more of 
your attention and need some renewing. Keep 
working on establishing a better routine at work 
and with your co-workers. By the end of the 
month, you are in a lighter and more carefree 
mood—a good time to travel or expand your 
horizons. 
 
TAURUS (April 20–May 20). Relationships are 
highlighted this month. This will be happening 
in a couple of areas. First, you are working 
hard to improve your relationships with your 
co-workers and clients. You have been rather 
short-tempered. With romantic or business part-
ners, this is a time of renewal and a great time 
to put yourself out there if you are single. By mid 
month, you are a bit more serious and taking a 
harder look at finances. 
 
GEMINI (May 21–June 21). Home and family 
have had your interest for the last month. This is 
a great time to entertain in your home, redeco-
rate or remodel, or to consider a relocation! 
Family problems are more easily resolved during 
this time. This is a good time for you to improve 
your own health and exercise habits. Relation-
ships are getting much more important. You are 
setting new goals and plans for your relation-
ships, hoping to make them feel more safe and 
secure. This becomes even stronger toward the 
end of the month. 

 
CANCER (June 22–July 22). Your daily life 
continues to be busy with new activities and 
adventures. There is plenty to do, so don’t over-
load yourself. Family interests are especially 
important this month as you try to improve that 
part of your life. This can also be a good time 
for cleaning up or doing some repairs on your 
home. By mid month, you are beginning to focus 
on your health and exercise regimen. There are 
some relationship bumps from the 18th through 
the 21st. Pay attention!

LEO (July 23–August 22). This month you are 
paying a lot more attention to your financial 
status. You have been spending more than you 
intended, and are trying to find a way to be 
more conservative. You are also quick to react 
this month, especially if you are feeling chal-
lenged. And you may find you are saying what 
you believe before you have a chance to think 
it through. Home and family become your focus 
toward the end of the month. 
 
VIRGO (August 23–September 22). “Busy” is 
the word for the Virgoans during November. 
You may have had just too much to do, and you 
didn’t mind trying to push that. You are feeling 
more upbeat, and that will continue through Au-
gust of 2016. Watch your impulse spending this 
month. You can always justify it, but is it a real 
need? You are able to quickly get to the core of 
any issues this month. Relationships continue to 
improve. If you are single, this is a really good 
time to be drawing people to you! By the end of 
the month, you are focusing on your home and 
making your nest a more comfortable place. 
Some real work may be required. 
 
LIBRA (September 23–October 23). You are 
working on getting your life organized this 
month. As November begins, you are focused 
on yourself and improving your health and ex-
ercise routines. You will not want to waste your 
time or money on activities where your talents 
and resources aren’t appreciated. By mid month, 
you are much more direct and assertive. You will 
want to deal with life as it happens. You may 
not feel as “balanced” as you like to feel. You 
will regain some control by the end of the month 
and feel like you are back on track.
 

SCORPIO (October 
24–November 21). 
This is your personal 
yearly cycle when the 
sun returns to the same 
point in the sky where 
it was when you were 
born. The time prior to 
your birthday is good 
for inner reflections 

and reconsiderations of the choices you have 
made over the past year. As your birthday ar-
rives, you are setting the stage for the goals you 
will set for yourself over the next year. The first 
part of the month is more external, and the latter 
half of the month is more internal. Take some 
time for yourself.
 
SAGITTARIUS (November 22–December 21). 
Your career and future goals are really impor-
tant to you this month. One part of you is setting 
new priorities. This may eliminate some of your 
current activities. This is a good time for a pro-
motion or job change to improve your current 
economic conditions. You are also in a very 
social time, but you may feel that some of those 
events are tiresome and not worth your time. 
You are certainly not as flexible as you normally 
are. Be sure to find some time for yourself, be-
cause you will need it.
 
CAPRICORN (December 22–January 19). The 
energies are a bit more laid-back as you start 
the month. This is a better time for getting away 
from your routines, especially in the first third of 
the month. You will be ready to get back into 
your familiar groove after the 14th. You will not 
only have more energy, but more courage to 
do the things you want to do. Your temper will 
be shorter and you may not sleep as well. You 
are in the spotlight and people are watching. 
Exercise can really help to burn off some of your 
extra energy. 
 
AQUARIUS (January 20–February 18).  
This is a busy and diverse month for you. You 
are more career-focused this month and are 
ready to make some long-term plans or deci-
sions to help move yourself forward. This is  
also a great month for you to take a leadership 
role in any business or community organization. 
You can make a difference. And running in  
the background, you are paying more attention 
to your money and your future financial condi-
tions. You will want to act on some of these 
feelings. 
 
PISCES (February 19–March 20). Relationships 
and social activities are improving, and you 
are not as hidden as you have been for the last 
couple of years. You are very selective about the 
people you invite into your life because you are 
setting better boundaries. You are certainly reas-
sessing your long-term career goals. For some, 
this is a time of new directions, and for others, 
this is a time of closure and possible retirement. 
You will feel much clearer about what the right 
choice is after November 26.  

Read Lilly Roddy’s 2015 forecast at OUTSMART  
MAGAZINE.COM. More astro-insight at lillyroddy.com.

By Lilly Roddy
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On October 9, the University of Houston Democrats hosted a benefit for 
Montrose Grace Place featuring former congressman Barney Frank at 
Hughes Hangar. Pictured are Senator John Whitmire, Frank, Brandon 
Wilke, Mayor Annise Parker, and Lane Lewis.

The Diana Foundation held its 2015 Country Dinner Weekend on October 
2–4. Pictured are Tanner Williams, Dan Maxwell, Nathan Wright,  
Steven Bretthauer, Tony Carroll, Michael Broderick, Bruce Smith,  
KM Cooper, Steve Grand, and Craig McLemore.

 
On October 18, the Miss Utopia 2015 pageant 
was held at the Hilton Houston Southwest. 
Pictured are Carlos Davis, LaChary Fox, Venus 
Knight, Elle Taylor, and Kelly Kline.

On October 15, the Alley Theatre held its ActOUT 
performance of One Man, Two Guvnors. Pictured 
are Tina Berry, Mike Bell, Damon Price, Yamal 
Arias, and Shelley Finley.

HRC Houston held its “Bowling for Heroes” event 
at Palace Lanes on October 18. Pictured are Ian 
Eastveld, Ryan Levy, Gail Levy, and Jerry Levy.

On October 22, “Are You PrEPared for PrEP,” a 
community forum to explore the drug’s optimal 
use, was held at the United Way Center. Pictured 
are Gerry Cantu, Nelson Vergel, Damon L. 
Jacobs, Kay R. Taylor, Christopher Cannon, Dr. 
Douglas S. Krakower, and William J. Campbell.

On October 17, John Palmer Art hosted its 2015 
Evening of Escapism to honor the graduates of 
the Escapist Mentorship Program. Pictured are 
Ryan Lindsay, Scott Tarbox, Luke Poteete, 
Stephanie Gonzalez, and artist John Palmer.

On Sept. 30, A.J. Mistretta held a book signing for 
100 Things to Do in Houston Before You Die, at River 
Oaks Bookstore. Pictured are Laura Garcia, Harlan 
Johnson, Mistretta, Michael Jones, David Lanagan, 
Kendall Kessel, and Lindsay Lanagan Zeis.

Jessica Frinsco, Margarita Perez, Ray Hill, 
Marion Coleman, and Ann Robison at the  
Montrose Center’s Out for Good: A Dinner &  
Celebration of National Coming Out Day event  
at the Rice Crystal Ballroom on October 8.

Jenni Tranweaver, Judge Steve Kirkland, and  
C. Patrick McIlvain at the Houston Walk for Mental 
Health Awareness 2015 at Stude Park on October 10.

Mayor Annise Parker and First Lady Kathy  
Hubbard hosted an educational event on the 
Montrose Center’s new senior housing complex on 
Oct. 19. Pictured are (back row) Gary Wood, Daryl 
Shorter, Michael Kauth, Aaron Masterson, (front 
row) Parker, Ann Robison, and Gretchen Myers.



COUPLES WANTED
For a new study that can 
help us fi nd better ways to 
prevent anal cancer.
 Learn how you can recognize 
 anal cancer in your partner

 Couples attend only one clinic visit 
 taking about 2 hrs on a Friday afternoon
 
 You will be compensated for your participation You will be compensated for your participation

We are
looking for

Gay & bisexual male 
couples from 27–80 yrs.
For more information, 
email or call us:
SAEStudy@uth.tmc.edu
832.977.2350
A study by The University of Texas
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Honored being chosen  
Gayest & Greatest again this year
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