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We create families.

We're changing the way fertility services are provided.
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Houston Gets Its First
Official Anti-LGBT Hate Group

Hotze's right-wing group makes the Southern Poverty Law Center’s list.

By John Wright

©)

Hate Speech

Dr. Steven Hotze (center),
president of Conservative
Republicans of Texas (CRT),
speaks in opposition to
marriage equality in front of
the Supreme Court in 2015.
The Southern Poverty Law
Center deemed CRT a hate
group on February 17.

he designation of Dr. Steve Hotze’s
TConservative Republicans of Texas

(CRT) as an anti-LGBT hate group
could be a game-changer in the battle for
LGBT rights in Houston and across Texas.

The Alabama-based Southern Poverty
Law Center (SPLC), one of the nation’s most
respected civil rights groups, added CRT to its
list of 48 anti-LGBT hate groups nationwide on
February 17.

Hotze, awealthy Republican donor and
longtime anti-LGBT activist, was a major fi-
nancial supporter of the successful campaign
to repeal the Houston Equal Rights Ordinance
(HERO).

SPLC reported that its designation of CRT
as a hate group was based in part on the anti-
HERO campaign’s heavy reliance on adver-
tisements suggesting the ordinance would al-
low men to enter women’s restrooms and prey

10 | MARCH 2016 |

on children, even though no such incident has
beenreported in any of the more than 200 U.S.
cities with similar laws.

“What we look at in the anti-LGBT groups
is primarily the use of lies, of falsehoods, that
have the effect of demonizing gay people,” said
SPLC senior fellow Mark Potok, who authors
the group’s annual “Intelligence Report” on
extremist organizations. “So it’s not merely
that they opposed the HERO ordinance; it’s the
way in which they did it—the description of gay
people as pedophiles, and so on.”

Dan Quinn, a spokesman for the Texas
Freedom Network who’s written about Hotze
repeatedly over the years, said SPLC’s hate-
group designation adds legitimacy to LGBT
advocates’ contention that the anti-HERO
campaign was rooted in deception and fear-
mongering. “The fact that this organization
hasidentified Hotze and his organizationas a

OutSmartMagazine.com
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hate group is pretty substantial,” Quinn said.
“It’s also important to note that Hotze has all
these ties with other major politicians in the
state. That says alot about the state of politics
in Texas right now.”

Quinn said CRT’s hate-group status could
be beneficial to LGBT advocates if and when
HERO appears on the ballot again—but only if
people know about it. “That means supporters
of equality and antidiscrimination measures
have to be willing to point that out, in avery
public way,” he said.

Inrecent weeks, Hotze has appeared at
campaign events across the state alongside
former Harris County GOP chair Jared Wood-
fill, who served as a spokesman for the anti-
HERO campaign and is now running for chair
of the Republican Party of Texas. “This is kind
of anetwork they’ve created here, of people
who think very much along the same lines, —






continued from page 10

which should be disturbing,” Quinn said. “If you're
aRepublican in this state, I would be alittle ap-
palled that these folks have that kind of influence
over the primaries and over the platform.”

Hotze, who recently said HERO was linked
to a “Satanic movement,” didn’t immediately
respond to a message seeking comment. Ac-
cording to CRT’s website, the organization is
dedicated to advancing “Con-
stitutional liberties based
upon Biblical principles.”

Atan anti-LGBT rally
last summer, Hotze wielded
asword on stage, compared
LGBT people to Nazis, and
pledged to drive “homofascists” from Hous-
ton to San Francisco. After the U.S. Supreme
Court’s ruling in favor of nationwide marriage
equality, Hotze said justices that sided with
the majority opinion “hate God” and “want to
let sodomites queer our country,” and that the
decision would lead to kindergarten teach-
ers encouraging their students to try anal sex.

CRT becomes SPLC’s fourth anti-LGBT
hate group in Texas and its first in Houston,
joining Tom Brown Ministries of El Paso,
Probe Ministries of Plano, and Stedfast Baptist
Church of Fort Worth. Three of the four were
added to SPLC’s list in the last two years, and

the number of anti-LGBT hate groups nation-
wide has nearly doubled since 2011, when there
were only 27. “These groups have had a series
oflosses that have them in a white-hot fury,”
SPLC’s Potok said. “People who resent LGBT
people and the gains they’ve made are orga-
nizing, but it’s very much arear-guard action.
These groups are really vile and nasty, but

These groups are really vile and nasty, but they're losing

the battle, and ultimately they’re going to lose the war.”

they’re losing the battle, and ultimately they’re
going to lose the war.”

In the face of mounting lossesin the U.S.,
Potok said more anti-LGBT groups are turn-
ing their attention overseas, leading efforts to
make homosexuality illegal in some countries.
Anti-LGBT hate groups are also increasingly
targeting transgender people, which contrib-
uted to anincrease in anti-trans violence last
year, including at least 23 murders. “Trans-
gender people, and in particular transgender
women of color, are the single most victimized
group of people in the United States,” Potok
said. “These are people whom it is apparently

still all right to hate.”

The surge in anti-LGBT organizations
contributed to a 14 percent increase in the total
number of hate groups in 2015, from 784 in
2014 to 892. It was the first overall increase in
five years, and SPLC said that thanks to politi-
cianslike Republican presidential frontrunner
Donald Trump—who graces the cover of this
year’s “Intelligence Report”—the nation
is more polarized and angry than it’s
been since the political turmoil of 1968.

In spite of the dramatic increase in
anti-LGBT activity, the overall spike in
hate groups was fueled mostly by new
Ku Klux Klan chapters and black sepa-
ratist groups, as well as anti-immigrant and
anti-Muslim organizations, SPLC said.

“While the number of extremist groups
grew in 2015 after several years of declines, the
real story was the deadly violence committed
by extremists in city after city,” Potok said. “Af-
ter seeing the bloodshed that defined 2015, our
politicians should have worked to defuse this
anger and bring us together as anation. Un-
fortunately, the carnage did little to dissuade
some political figures from spouting incendi-
ary rhetoric about minorities. In fact, they
frequently exploited the anger and polarization
across the country for political gain.” M

COMMUNITY

Photos by Dalton DeHart

On January 26, Marathon Oil presented a check
to AIDS Foundation Houston during the AIDS
Walk 2016 Kickoff at El Big Bad.

A memorial service for Lucy Ann Watson, former
president of the Lesbian Health Initiative (LHI), was
held on February 20.

Pride Houston revealed its 2016 logo and grand
marshal nominees on January 28 at Pearl Bar.

RO

Nicholas Whiddon of Woodforest Bank presented a
check to OutReach United during the organization’s
“OutReach Goes Vegas” night at Jaguar Central
Houston. Pictured are Whiddon, Justin Fuselier,
Desmond Bertrand, Justin Pitts, and Tony White.

rs .,

The ACT OUT performance of All The Way

was held on February 11 at the Alley Theatre.
Pictured are Shelley Finley, Shannon Lacy,
Glynda McGinnis, Andrew Coles, and Brandon
Weinbrenner.

On January 29, Yupon Place hosted the Fine Arts
Network Art Pop Up featuring Justin Hinojosa,
Kevin Meinhardt, and friends.
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GENVOYA (jen-VOY-uh)

(elvitegravir, cobicistat, emtricitabine, and tenofovir
alafenamide) tablets

Important: Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist about
medicines that should not be taken with GENVOYA.

There may be new information about GENVOYA. This information is only
a summary and does not take the place of talking with your healthcare
provider about your medical condition or treatment.

What is the most important information
I should know about GENVOYA?

GENVOYA can cause serious side effects, including:
¢ Build-up of lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis).

Lactic acidosis may happen in some people who take GENVOYA.
Lactic acidosis is a serious medical emergency that can lead
to death. Lactic acidosis can be hard to identify early, because
the symptoms could seem like symptoms of other health problems.
Call your healthcare provider right away if you get any of the
following symptoms, which could be signs of lactic acidosis:

e feel very weak or tired

e have unusual (not normal) muscle pain

e have trouble breathing

¢ have stomach pain with nausea or vomiting
e feel cold, especially in your arms and legs
e feel dizzy or lightheaded

e have a fast or irregular heartbeat

e Severe liver problems. Severe liver problems may happen in
people who take GENVOYA. In some cases, these liver problems can
lead to death. Your liver may become large and you may develop fat
in your liver.

Call your healthcare provider right away if you get any
of the following symptoms of liver problems:
e your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice)
e dark “tea-colored” urine
e |ight-colored bowel movements (stools)
e |oss of appetite for several days or longer
® nausea
e stomach pain

e You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver
problems if you are female, very overweight (obese), or have
been taking GENVOYA for a long time.

e Worsening of Hepatitis B infection. GENVOYA is not for use to
treat chronic hepatitis B virus (HBV). If you have HBV infection and
take GENVOYA, your HBV may get worse (flare-up) if you stop taking
GENVOQYA. A “flare-up” is when your HBV infection suddenly returns in
a worse way than before.

e Do not run out of GENVOYA. Refill your prescription or talk to your
healthcare provider before your GENVOYA is all gone.

¢ Do not stop taking GENVOYA without first talking to your
healthcare provider.

e |f you stop taking GENVOYA, your healthcare provider will need
to check your health often and do blood tests regularly for
several months to check your HBV infection. Tell your healthcare
provider about any new or unusual symptoms you may have
after you stop taking GENVOYA.

What is GENVOYA?

GENVOYA is a prescription medicine that is used without other HIV-1
medicines to treat HIV-1 in people 12 years of age and older:
¢ who have not received HIV-1 medicines in the past or
o to replace their current HIV-1 medicines in people who have
been on the same HIV-1 medicines for at least 6 months, have an
amount of HIV-1 in their blood (“viral load”) that is less than 50
copies/mL, and have never failed past HIV-1 treatment
HIV-1 is the virus that causes AIDS.
GENVOYA contains the prescription medicines elvitegravir
(VITEKTA®), cobicistat (TYBOST®), emtricitabine (EMTRIVA®)
and tenofovir alafenamide.
It is not known if GENVOYA is safe and effective in children
under 12 years of age.
When used to treat HIV-1 infection, GENVOYA may:
e Reduce the amount of HIV-1 in your blood.
This is called “viral load”.
e Increase the number of CD4+ (T) cells in your blood that help
fight off other infections.
Reducing the amount of HIV-1 and increasing the CD4+ (T) cells in your
blood may help improve your immune system. This may reduce your
risk of death or getting infections that can happen when your immune
system is weak (opportunistic infections).
GENVOYA does not cure HIV-1 infection or AIDS. You must stay on
continuous HIV-1 therapy to control HIV-1 infection and decrease HIV-
related illnesses.
Avoid doing things that can spread HIV-1 infection to others:
¢ Do not share or re-use needles or other injection equipment.
¢ Do not share personal items that can have blood or body fluids on
them, like toothbrushes and razor blades.
¢ Do not have any kind of sex without protection. Always practice
safer sex by using a latex or polyurethane condom to lower the
chance of sexual contact with semen, vaginal secretions, or blood.
Ask your healthcare provider if you have any questions about how to
prevent passing HIV-1 to other people.

Who should not take GENVOYA?

Do not take GENVOYA if you also take a medicine that contains:

o alfuzosin hydrochloride (Uroxatral®)

e carbamazepine (Carbatrol®, Epitol®, Equetro®, Tegretol®,
Tegretol-XR®, Teril®)

o cisapride (Propulsid®, Propulsid Quicksolv®)

e ergot-containing medicines, including: dihydroergotamine
mesylate (D.H.E. 45®, Migranal®), ergotamine tartrate
(Cafergot®, Migergot®, Ergostat®, Medihaler Ergotamine®,
Wigraine®, Wigrettes®), and methylergonovine maleate
(Ergotrate®, Methergine®)

o lovastatin (Advicor®, Altoprev®, Mevacor®)

e midazolam, when taken by mouth

e phenobarbital (Luminal®)

e phenytoin (Dilantin®, Phenytek®)

e pimozide (Orap®)

o rifampin (Rifadin®, Rifamate®, Rifater®, Rimactane®)

« sildenafil (Revatio®), when used for treating lung problems

e simvastatin (Simcor®, Vytorin®, Zocor®)

e triazolam (Halcion®)

e the herb St. John’s wort or a product that contains
St. John’s wort




What should I tell my healthcare provider
before taking GENVOYA?

Before taking GENVOYA, tell your healthcare provider if you:
e have liver problems including hepatitis B infection
o have kidney or bone problems

o have any other medical conditions
e are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if

GENVOYA can harm your unborn baby. Tell your healthcare

provider if you become pregnant while taking GENVOYA.

Pregnancy registry: there is a pregnancy registry for women

who take HIV-1 medicines during pregnancy. The purpose of this

registry is to collect information about the health of you and your
baby. Talk with your healthcare provider about how you can take
part in this registry.

are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed if you

take GENVOYA.

— You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk
of passing HIV-1 to your baby.

— At least one of the medicines in GENVOYA can pass to your
baby in your breast milk. It is not known if the other medicines
in GENVQYA can pass into your breast milk.

— Talk with your healthcare provider about the best way to feed
your baby.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take,

including prescription and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, and

herbal supplements. Other medicines may affect how GENVOYA works.

Some medicines may interact with GENVOYA. Keep a list of your

medicines and show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist

when you get a new medicine.
e You can ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist for a list of
medicines that interact with GENVOYA.
o Do not start a new medicine without telling your healthcare
provider. Your healthcare provider can tell you if it is safe to take
GENVOYA with other medicines.

How should | take GENVOYA?

o Take GENVOYA exactly as your healthcare provider tells
you to take it. GENVOYA is taken by itself (not with other
HIV-1 medicines) to treat HIV-1 infection.

o GENVOVYA is usually taken 1 time each day.

o Take GENVOYA with food.

o |f you need to take a medicine for indigestion (antacid) that
contains aluminum and magnesium hydroxide or calcium
carbonate during treatment with GENVOYA, take it at least
2 hours before or after you take GENVOYA.

¢ Do not change your dose or stop taking GENVOYA without first
talking with your healthcare provider. Stay under a healthcare
provider’s care when taking GENVOYA.

¢ Do not miss a dose of GENVOYA.

o |f you take too much GENVOYA, call your healthcare provider or
go to the nearest hospital emergency room right away.

o When your GENVOYA supply starts to run low, get more from your
healthcare provider or pharmacy. This is very important because
the amount of virus in your blood may increase if the medicine is
stopped for even a short time. The virus may develop resistance
to GENVQYA and become harder to treat.

What are the possible side effects of GENVOYA?

GENVOYA may cause serious side effects, including:

o See “What is the most important information | should know

about GENVOYA?”

o Changes in body fat can happen in people who take HIV-1
medicine. These changes may include increased amount of fat
in the upper back and neck (“buffalo hump”), breast, and around
the middle of your body (trunk). Loss of fat from the legs, arms
and face may also happen. The exact cause and long-term health
effects of these conditions are not known.

Changes in your immune system (Immune Reconstitution
Syndrome) can happen when you start taking HIV-1 medicines.
Your immune system may get stronger and begin to fight
infections that have been hidden in your body for a long time. Tell
your healthcare provider right away if you start having any new
symptoms after starting your HIV-1 medicine.
New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your
healthcare provider should do blood and urine tests to check your
kidneys before you start and while you are taking GENVOYA. Your
healthcare provider may tell you to stop taking GENVOYA if you
develop new or worse kidney problems.
Bone problems can happen in some people who take GENVOYA.
Bone problems may include bone pain, softening or thinning
(which may lead to fractures). Your healthcare provider may need
to do tests to check your bones.
The most common side effect of GENVOYA is nausea.
Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side effect that
bothers you or that does not go away.

e These are not all the possible side effects of GENVOYA. For more

information, ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist.
o Call your doctor for medical advice about side effects.
You may report side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.

General information about the safe and effective
use of GENVOYA.

Medicines are sometimes prescribed for purposes other than those listed
in a Patient Information leaflet. Do not use GENVOYA for a condition for
which it was not prescribed. Do not give GENVOYA to other people, even if
they have the same symptoms you have. It may harm them.

This Brief Summary summarizes the most important information about
GENVOYA. If you would like more information, talk with your healthcare
provider. You can ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist for
information about GENVOYA that is written for health professionals.

For more information, call 1-800-445-3235

or go to www.GENVOYA.com.

Keep GENVOYA and all medicines out of reach of children.

Issued: November 2015
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Calendar of Ev_en’rs.
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cClain Gallery presents

the U.S. debut of Canon, a
striking exhibition com-
posed of two series of
photographs by collab-
orative artists Juan Jose Bar-
boza-Gubo and Andrew
Mroczek (pictured at lef).
The exhibit by the Peruvian
and American artists is

part of the Fotofest 2016
Biennial of photography
and mixed media arts; the
theme this year is Changing
Circumstances: Looking

at the Future of the Planet.
The artists’ hope is that

the astonishing exhibit will

% Performing Arts

¢ Ongoing

increase dialog and promote
awareness for the LGBT
community.

The now-Boston-based
artists spent much of last year
photographing the plight of
Peru’s mercurial transgender
community as part of their
ambitious project called
Virgenes de la Puerta (Virgins
of the Door). The powerful
nudes juxtaposed with icons
of Peruvian culture, including
many religious symbols, are
startling and beautiful. There
will be an artists reception
at the gallery on March 18,
6-8 p.m. —Marene Gustin

4 Other Things

©

IconicFigures

The work of Juan Jose
Barboza-Gubo and
Andrew Mroczek is
both a celebration of
the Peruvian LGBTQ
community and @
reaction fo the ongoing
violence they face. The
above photos from the
Virgenes de la Puerta
series (I-r): Paola,
Nazia, and Maricielo.

Canon

March 18-May 14
McClain Gallery

2242 Richmond Avenue
mcclaingallery.com

PHOTOS COURTESY MCCLAIN GALLERY.

[Z Save The Date

The Sleeping Beauty % thru Sth
A must-see ballet for all.
houstonballet.org

Trojan Women % thru Sth

The antiwar classic set in modern
Africa. obsidiantheater.org

1

2

5

End of the Rainbow % thru April 10
Stages favorite Carolyn Johnson stars
as Judy Garland in a savagely funny
and deeply moving portrait of the
American star. stagestheatre.com

Loreena McKennitt % The composer
and singer comes to Houston.
ticketmaster.com

Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf % The
Edward Albee classic. starknaked
theatre.com (See page 19)

4

Cameron Carpenter % The out
maverick organist blends brilliant
technique with the heart of a rock
star. spahouston.org

5

PictureIt! % A Charlie Chaplin
flick with the Houston Pride Band.
houstonprideband.org
Constructing the Dance
The paintings and prints of Kevin
Cromwell. archwaygallery.com

thru 31

st

(See page /7)

AIDS Walk Houston ¥ Join the Red
Umbrella Stroll. aidshelp.org

The Capitol Steps % Tired of politics?
Go see this. thegrand.com
Premieres 7 A yearly concert of
modern music. modernmusic.org
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3

Disney’s Mary Poppins ¥ thru 20th
A magical, musical, chim-chim-
chiroo-sical. tuts.com

¢ For ongoing events, visit outsmartmagazine.com



9

AnEvening on Leshian Pregnancy +
All aspects of lesbian baby-making
presented by Path2Parenthood at the
Montrose Center. Email for more info:
corey@path2parenthood.org

10

TheBahy J thru 19th A family, an
election, and a past collide in the
present. nextiterationtheater.com
A Midsummer Night’s Dream % & | /th
12th Presented by actors from London.
arts.rice.edu [See page 19)

15

The Rob Landes Trio % A musical
celebration of Broadway.
thegrand.com

14

The Health Museum’s Discovery
Camp + thru 18th For little campers
ages 5 to 13.
thehealthmuseum.org

-

15

Wolfmother % Celebrating their new
album Victorious. wolfmother.com

17

The Sweet Potato Queen % thru 2/th
A new southern-themed musical

from TUTS Underground.
tutsundergound.com

138

Bringin’in the Green + Come party
and support the Montrose Center.
montrosecenter.org

(See page 19)

19

6th Annual Haute Wheels + & 20
It's a food-truck fiestal
hautewheelshouston.com
Guillermo Klein % See the
Argentine composer and pianist.
dacamera.com

12

8th Annual Halloween Car Show +
Rescheduled from October, it's now
an Easter-ween car show. nmfh.org
What Shall We Do Next? ¥ thru 19th
Group exhibition examines technology
and advertising. diverseworks.org

20

Dust Bowl Motel % last day A
drama with live music and video.
crightontheatre.org

1946 s thru April 17 The lives of
a Texas family after World War I1.
mainstreettheater.com

21

Mixed and Mastered: Turntable
Kitsch w2 thru May 8

Art from everyday obijects, plus three
other exhibits from resident artists.

22

Cabaret % thru 27th
Willkommen, bienvenue, welcomel!
broadwayatthehobbycenter.com

235

Change of Engagement: The
Photography of Serge Timacheff
thru 31st Amazing photos of fencers.
pril.uhcl.edu

24

William N. Copley: The World
Accordingto CPLY ix thru July 24
The exhibition includes 118 works by
Copley. menil.org

crafthouston.org
Todd Snyder ¥ Music from one of his Happy Easter! The Precarious ki thru May | An
albums. crightontheatre.org exhibit honoring the art of the collage
Box 13 ArtSpace =1 thru April 30 Three at The Menil. menil.org
exhibits in conjunction with the FotoFest Eye onHouston =/ The 21st annual
2016 Biennial. Opening reception exhibit of high-school documentary
today. box13artspace.com photography. mfah.org

Honoring Olivewood k2d Jast day Sculpted in Steel koA last day Confronting Inequality: Alternative

A photographic exhibit of the city’s
oldest African-American cemetery.
nmfh.org

Art deco automobiles and motor-
cylcles, 1929-1940.
mfah.org

Economies, Resilient Communities
+ ihru April 3 A four-day symposium
exploring economic inequality and
ways communities sustain local
economies. rothkochapel.org
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Calendar of Events

continued from page 17

End of the Rainbow

March 2-April 10

Judy Garland’s final months, spent in London in 1969,
were much like her life—filled with booze and drugs and
the wrong men. But there was also much music as she
performed at The Talk of the Town. Peter Quilter’s 2005
musical drama about this period is filled with Judy’s

most memorable songs, and Stage’s very own Carolyn
Johnson is Judy. You'll be stunned as she belts out “Come
Rain or Come Shine.” If you're a Judy fan, you'll want to
see this story of a star who burned too bright. OutSmarT
Night performance on March 9. (See page 77
stagestheatre.com

Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?

March 3-26

One of Houston's favorite acting couples—Philip Lehl
and Kim Tobin-Lehl—portray the bitter George and
Martha in Edward Albee’s 1962 classic this month at
Stark Naked Theatre Co. The role of Martha won Dame
Elizabeth Taylor one of her Oscars in the 1966 film ver-
sion, and the stage version has never been far from the
footlights. The 2012 revival won a Tony Award for actor
Tracy Letts and rave reviews from the New York Times.
Jennifer Dean directs the Houston production.
starknakedtheatre.com

A Midsummer

Night’s Dream

March 10, 11, & 22

“Lord, what fools these mortals be!l” And you'll be a
fool if you don't get tickets to this Shakespeare classic
comedy presented by actors from The London Stage, a
troupe founded by Patrick Stewart. The touring theater
troupe based in London and the University of Notre
Dame in the U.S. will be in residency at Rice University
starting March 10. Now in its 37th year, the company
tours universities to give students and faculty a chance to
see firsthand a classic English production. Fairies, love,
and ass-headed Bottom abound.

arts.rice.edu

Bringin’in the Green

March 5

Come party and support the Montrose Center at this
annual Saint Paddy’s Day fundraiser. This is the 27th
party, and it promises to be great fun. At the home of
Brian Flores and Nathan Foyil, there will be ample street
parking, hors d'oeuvres, beverages, and a silent auction.
Come early (5 p.m.), and stay until closing at 8 p.m. Just
be sure to wear green, so you don't get pinched! But do
bring the pocketbook, because some of their auction
items sound awesome. Tickets are $35, or $30 for
seniors, at montrosecenter.givezooks.com. |

\
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THE RICHARD HILL TEAM
713.863.9494 e« RichardHill@kw.com

You deserve the best.
Call Us First!

) ;Ri\_/é-r Oaks Area
Eight 2 BR Units...$899,000

Rice Military, with Back Yard!
3,31/2,2...$499,900

LUXURY HOMES
Al

INTE THO

KELLER WILLIAM

EALTY

YOUR

Community Lender

* K x Experience. Knowledge. Dedication.

Everything you need is right here
to purchase your new home or
refinance your existing.

¢ Purchase

¢ Refinance

o First Time Buyers

¢ |Investment Loans

¢ In house processing & underwriting

i\ CodyGrizzoth
"""" MANAGER/NMLS#293460

& GREATEST

20157

Best Mortgage Company

Call 832-541-1103

cody.grizzoffi@academymortgage.com
www.codygrizzoffi.com

ACADEMY

MORTGAGE CORPORATION
601 Sawyer St, Suite 660, Houston, TX 77007

LO NMLS #293460 | TX Office #366638 | Corp NMLS #3113
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Uh...

a Nobel Peace Prize
given to Donald Trump?!

Honey, | am stumped, baffled, perplexed,
confused, and some other stuff that doesn't
even have a name yet.

| just learned that Donald Trump has been
nominated for a Nobel Peace Prize. Yeah, the
same Donald Trump who has insulted every
race other than his own—namely Old White
Nincompoops. Yeah, the same Donald Trump
who instructs followers at his rallies to commit
stunning acts of hillbilly violence against audi-
ence members who disagree with him. “Hit him
with a tire iron, Bobby Joe” seems to be how
one should respond to constructive criticism at a
Trump rally.

Holy crapamole, y'all. The Peace Prize2!
My friend Verdelia over at The World's
Most Dangerous Beauty Salon, Inc., says she's

never been nominated, and she’s a lot more
peaceful than Donald Trump. (Well, except for
that time she shot her second husband, Clyve T.
“Bygawd” Frontage.)

In her defense, Clyve had it comin’. | mean,
there's only so much dirty-T-shirt-on-the-couch
belching and scratching that a woman can
endure. And it wasn't like
she didn't warn him 40 11
dozen times. So when he
got drunk at her nephew’s
wedding and passed out
looking like he spent the
night in the dishwasher, ending up serving as a
large and unfragrant centerpiece for the major-
ity of the reception, she got the shotgun.

There wasn't a grand jury in Houston that
dared to indict her. The women on the jury
understood her circumstances, and the men
understood that a lot of women in Houston have
shotguns. For the most part, that's all some men
need to understand.

So anyway, | looked up how one gets nomi-
nated for a Nobel Peace Prize.

By all accounts, a nomination and a prize
are not the same thing. Here's what it says on
the Internet: “The Nobel committee invites thou-
sands of people every year to nominate Peace
Prize recipients. Hundreds of candidates nor-
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By all accounts, a
nomination and a prize
are not the same thing,

I
deserve
this!

mally reach the desk of the Norwegian Nobel
Committee.”

Okay, that makes me feel a little better. Hell,
| don't suspect any of my friends know the ad-
dress of the Norwegian Nobel Committee,
which explains nicely why | have been inad-
vertently overlooked for this award since 1956.
Honey, | was born with glitter in my veins, and
there really ought to be an award for that.

All that aside, | cannot imagine what pos-
sessed someone fo nominate Donald Trump for
the Nobel Peace Prize. | mean, maybe he'd
have a chance at winning Fannie
LaBoomBoom’s Las Vegas Revue
and Bowling Tournament Man
of the Year. | could understand
that. Employee of the Month at
the Flint, Michigan, Water Plant—
sure. Hell, I'd even nominate him for the presti-
gious Pitworthy Hank of Hog Prize from Shorty’s
Barbeque.

But here’s what baffles me. The article |
found on the Internet goes on to say, “.. . and
previous nominees have included Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin, Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin,
and U2 singer Bono.”

Okay, so | get the irony. | mean, it's kinda
funny to compare Donald Trump to Putin and
Stalin. But Bono? What the dickens did Bono
ever do to get compared to Putin, Stalin, and
Donald Trump? | never thought Bono was eating
out of the same feedbag as those fellas. Best |
know, Bono is a nice person.

| bet Bono is mad as the dickens, darlin’.

OutSmartMagazine.com

By Susan Bankston

No
you don't!
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Hell, Verdelia is mad, and she doesn't even
know who Bono is. (Truth be told, she barely
knows who Putin and Stalin are.) Okay, the real
truth is that Verdelia has been in a real bad
mood since 1977, when Elvis died without hav-
ing married her even once.

In other news, | just learned at deadline
that Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia has
died at a West Texas ranch. Since | am a polite,
well-reared Texas woman, | will simply say that
| hope God greets him with all the respect, dig-
nity, and kindness that Scalia denied to others.

In one famous court decision, Scalia wrote
that the Texas ban on homosexual sex “undeni-
ably seeks to further the belief of its citizens that
certain forms of sexual behavior are ‘immoral
and unacceptable,” like laws against “fornica-
tion, bigamy, adultery, adult incest, bestiality,
and obscenity.”

That man was so mean that he'd make a
hornet look cuddly.

Scalia was so full of caca del toro that |
think we need to honor his memory by naming
a disease after him. Something like The Scalia
Memorial Virus—you don't get sick, but you do
get totally pissed off.

Vaya con your stinkin’ attitude, Scalia.

Friends, | hope March brings each and ev-
ery one of you giggles on the wind.

Susan Bankston lives in Richmond, Texas,
where she writes about her hairdresser at The
World's Most Dangerous Beauty Salon, Inc.,
at juanitajean.com.
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Oct 30-Nov 6,2016

from

aady/ 15th Annual 7 Nights
HALLOWEEN CRUISE

Tom Goss

Departs from San Juan, Puerto Rico to Grenada, St Lucia
Dominica, Antiqua, Tortola, & Back to San Juan

on, MC

Book By April 10th and Receive
BEE Unlimited Beverage

CALL TODAY: (800) 592-9058
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Turning 65

Should you take Medicare
or hang on to employer-
sponsored health insurance
coverage?

f you'll be turning 65 soon, you're likely aware

that you will be eligible for health insurance
benefits through Medicare. But if you (or your
partner or spouse) are still working for an em-
ployer that provides you with health insurance
coverage, should you go ahead and sign up for
Medicare or hang on to the health insurance
you've already got? The good news is that you
may actually be able to do both.

Because most people don't pay a premium
for Medicare Part A, there's really no reason not
to move forward with enrolling in this portion of
Medicare coverage—even if you're still gainfully
employed and covered through an employer-
sponsored benefit plan. Part A of Medicare
covers hospitalization—which includes inpatient
care in a hospital, as well as in some skilled-
nursing and hospice facilities.

Medicare Part B is a different story, though.
Part B of Medicare covers services like lab tests
and doctor visits, as well as certain medical sup-
plies such as wheelchairs and walkers that are
considered necessary for freating a condition or
a disease.

With this part of Medicare, most people are
liable for a 10 percent penalty on their premium
for each year that they delay their enrollment
after they become eligible. However, the pen-
alty won't apply to those who remain enrolled
in a health-insurance plan through their current
employer.

Therefore, if you stay in your employer-spon-
sored benefit plan (or your partner or spouse’s
plan), you won't need to worry about the Medi-
care Part B penalty if you wait to enroll in this
portion of Medicare until a later time—as long as
you apply for Part B prior to the employer’s plan
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Hospital
Insurance

ending, and you don’t go more than 63 days
without any health insurance coverage at all.

It is important to note that in some cases,
an employer-sponsored health-insurance plan
may require you fo enroll in Medicare Part B as
soon as you are eligible—so it is a good idea to
inquire with your employee-benefits or human-
resources department in order to be certain.

Also, if you work for a company that has
20 or fewer employees and you do enroll in
Medicare Part B, then this would be considered
your primary insurance coverage. In this case,
Medicare Part B would pay first for healthcare
services that you receive, and your employer-
sponsored health insurance plan would pay for
any unpaid balance after that.

How and When to Apply for Medicare
Once You Retire

Once you have retired—and if you have not
already enrolled in Medicare Part A and/or
Part B—then you will need to do so during a
Special Enrollment Period. This period will start
after your employment ends or the group health
insurance plan based on your current employ-
ment ends—whichever occurs first. Typically, an
individual will not be liable for a late-enrollment
penalty if they sign up for Medicare during a
Special Enrollment Period.

If you haven't already done so, you may also
want to enroll in Medicare Part D coverage for
prescription drugs. These plans are not offered
through Medicare directly, but rather via insur-
ance carriers and private companies that are
approved by Medicare.

OutSmartMagazine.com

By Grace S. Yung, CFP

Medical
Insurance

In most instances, you will be liable for a
late-enrollment penalty if you don’t enroll in a
Medicare Part D plan when you initially become
eligible, and you have been without creditable
prescription drug coverage for more than 63
continuous days. Creditable prescription drug
coverage means coverage (usually from an em-
ployer or union plan) that would be expected to
pay out, on average, at least as much as Medi-
care’s standard prescription drug coverage.

In order to apply for a Medicare Part D pre-
scription drug plan, you can enroll through one
of the various insurers that offers this coverage
in your demographic area. More information
about these plans can be found on Medicare's
website at medicare.gov.

Going with the Alternative—Medicare
Advantage

Rather than enrolling in Medicare Parts A and
B—which are referred to as Original Medi-
care—some people choose to instead receive
their Medicare benefits through an alternative
Medicare Advantage plan.

Medicare Advantage plans, also known
as Medicare Part C, are also offered through
private insurance carriers that are approved by
Medicare. These plans are required to offer all
of the same benefits that are provided by Medi-
care A and B, and they also provide additional
coverage such as dental and vision.

There are a wide variety of Medicare Ad-
vantage plans to choose from. Some of these
operate in an HMO (Health Maintenance
Organization) or PPO (Preferred Provider —
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HIV Answers gives you the information you want,
privately, right on your phone.
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SignatureCare

EMERGENCY CENTER

Board Certified Physicians
Exceptional Emergency Care 24/7

YOUR CARE IS OUR SIGNATURE"

The Heights
832.742.0072
1925 East T.C. Jester
Houston, TX 77008

Mission Bend

281.258.4351

8910 Hwy. 6 S.
Houston, TX 77083

Montrose
281.479.32933
1007 Westheimer Rd.

Houston, TX 77006
www.ERcare24.com

CRIMINAL DEFENSE

Board Certified By State Bar Of Texas

713.236.0064 * chwlaw@earthlink.net
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continued from page 22

Organization) format, meaning that participants
are required to obtain a referral before seeing a
specialist, and are charged less for seeing pro-
viders who are listed within a network.

There are also other, more specialized types
of Medicare Advantage plans as well, including
Special Needs Plans, Coordinated Care Plans,
Medicare Medical Savings Account Plans, Cost
Plans, and even Religious and Fraternal Benefit
Society Plans.

In order to be eligible for Medicare Advan-
tage, you need fo be entitled to Medicare Part
A and also be enrolled in Medicare Part B. You
must also be sure that you live within the service
area of the Medicare Advantage plan that you
wish to enroll in.

It's important to note, though, that Medicare
Advantage is not the same thing as Medicare
Supplement insurance, or “Medigap.” Medicare
Supplement is a type of coverage that can be
purchased by those who are enrolled in Origi-
nal Medicare (Parts A and B) as a way to help
in paying for some of Medicare’s out-of-pocket
charges like deductibles and co-payments. In
fact, if you own a Medicare Advantage plan,
you are not eligible to purchase Medicare
Supplement insurance.

The Bottom Line

on Medicare Enrollment

Regardless of when you opt to enroll in Medi-
care, or which Medicare alternative you decide
to go with, it's important to remember that this is
a health insurance program that you will likely
have for many years—so be sure to research

all of your options before choosing the one that
works best for you.

You will also want to ensure that you coor-
dinate your coverage as best you can with any
other insurance that you may have, and that
you avoid any potential penalties, as these can
permanently increase the cost of your Medicare
premiums going forward.

In addition, if you are married, you may
want fo check your Medicare eligibility—even if
you don't personally have enough work credits
on your own. Another nice advantage of same-
sex marriage is the fact that Medicare benefits
can now be made available to non-working
spouses. So it could be well worth checking into
where you or your spouse stands—especially if
you don't have any other viable or affordable
alternatives available.

Personal finance-related questions may be
emailed to grace.yung@Ipl.com.

Grace S. Yung, CFP, is a certified financial plan-
ner practitioner with experience in helping do-
mestic partners plan their finances since 1994.
She is a principal at Midtown Financial LLC in
Houston and was recognized as a “Five-Star
Wealth Manager” in the 2014 September issue
of Texas Monthly.
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TimeOut in Mexico
Ed Smith and Francisco
de Santiago, a Journey
Mexico tour guide,
hot-air ballooning

over the pyramids in
Teotihuacan, Mexico.

Take OutSmART along. Snap a high-res pic of yourself with the
magazine and send it to us. Send to: Letters@ OUTSMARTMAGAZINE.com.

FOR YOUR CALENDAR

Check out these fabulous events co-sponsored by OutrSmart

and our marketing partners.

March 5: Houston Pride Band presents
Picture It, a world-premiere silent

film score to Charlie Chaplin’s The
Champion, benefitting the Band.

INFO: houstonprideband.org

March 6: AIDS Walk Houston 2016
benefitting AIDS Foundation Houston, as
well as other local HIV/AIDS charities.
INFO: aidswalkhouston.org

March 9: OurSmart Night at End of the
Rainbow presented by Stages Theatre.
INFO: stagestheatre.com/shows

March 10: Out@TUTS Night presents
Mary Poppins, the Broadway musical.
Join us the first Thursday performance of
each show. After the performance, mingle
with the cast and listen to fabulous cabaret
music with your LGBT friends at Artista
Restaurant. INFO: tuts.com/out

March 19: The Diana Foundation

presents the 63rd Annual Diana
Awards, benefitting local charities.
INFO: thedianafoundation.org

March 18: Bringin’ in the
Green presented by The Montrose
Center, benefitting the Center.
INFO: montrosecenter.org
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March 27: Bunnies on the
Bayou 37. Benefitting multiple
charities. INFO: bunniesonthebayou.org

SAVE THE DATE

April 7: Out@TUTS Night presents
Oliver, the Broadway musical. Join us
the first Thursday performance of each
show. After the performance, mingle
with the cast and listen to fabulous
cabaret music with your LGBT friends at
Artista Restaurant. INFO: tuts.com/out

April 16: Oodles of Noodles
“All You Can Eat Pasta” benefitting
Bering Support Network. INFO:
beringsupportnetwork.org

April 17: Gay & Lesbian Victory Fund
Houston Champagne Brunch,
benefitting future LGBT leaders.

INFO: victortyfund.org/houston

April 21: Pride Houston 2016
Kickoff Party and grand marshal
announcement. INFO: pridehouston.org

Be social! Connect with us!

Twitter: @outsmarthouston
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REGIONAL PREMIERE

by Peter Quilter

Stages favorite Carolyn Johnson stars as Judy Garland
in a savagely funny and deeply moving portrait of the
beloved star. Showcasing Garland’s indomitable talent
and wit, this musical drama captures the majesty of
her fearless performances against the backdrop of her
troubled life offstage.

Kenn McLaughlin

Carolyn Johnson as Judy Garland

Sensational -
OutSmart Night - March 9 in every sense
of the word

< - The New York Times

(<) \
Yston's Lgar mAGH?

Recommended for mature audiences. The equivalent movie rating would be ‘R'.

nucleusdesign UNITED %

Tickets H3.921.0123 ‘
NSia -

ional
l lh l : fEm'-:OWﬂ’I?nf @r oustonartsallianc
REPERTORY THEATRE "Isi' ';s e ’ 5 for the Arts = Noustor salllance
g a re-com = ART WORKS.
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SOUTH BY SOUTH

FULL SERVICE VETERINARY CARE, WHERE YOU WANT IT, WHEN YOU NEED IT!
i? E l S IS YOUR VET OPEN THIS LATE?

L eTS ROCK, WE Roy, MON-THUR 8AM-10PM, FRI-SAT 8AM-6PM, SUN NOON-8PM

WWW.SOUTHBYSOUTHVETS.COM 713.987.3237 INFO@SOUTHBYSOUTHVETS.COM

« Grooming
« Bathing
« Facials

« Dematting Services
« Hot Oil Treatments

« Doggie Daycare
« Doggie Boarding

A

3306 Mercer * Houston, TX 77027
713.963.9595 ¢ Fax 713.622.0509
JohnAndrewsPetSalon@yahoo.com

%%‘ﬁﬂ
i - b 1434 W. Alabama St. ¢ Houston, TX 77006
Q‘b MldtOWIl (713)528-4900 main * (888)504-9006 fax

Veterinary Hospital www.MidtownVetHospital.com
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A Shepherd for Houston’s Animals

Friends for Life director Salise Shuttlesworth gives the city's displaced animals
a second chance at forever homes.

By Barrett White

alise Shuttlesworth knows that every
petlife matters. And that’s not a belief
she holdslightly.

Shuttlesworth, who hails from Sugar Land,
isan animal activist, out lesbian, and proud pet
parent to six cats, two dogs, and three ferrets.
She’s also the founding face behind Friends
for Life, ano-kill animal adoption and rescue
shelter in the Heights that specializes in the
adoptions of dogs, cats, and the occasional fer-
ret. Friends for Life is the only LEED-certified
no-kill shelter in Houston, and one of roughly
200 in the nation.

“In 1989, aman named Edward Duvin
coined the term ‘no kill’ in an article called ‘In
the Name of Mercy,” Shuttlesworth explains.
“He was not an animal activist at all, buta

social-justice newspaper publisher, author,
activist, organizer, and the chair of an ethics
institute. He’s been a treasured mentor of mine
since the beginning.”

For today’s animal lovers, the no-kill move-
ment might seem like a fairly straightforward
idea—a shelter where every animal is adopted
by aloving family, and not a single one meets
their end by euthanasia. Makes humane sense,
right? Sadly, in the not-too-distant past, it didn’t
even seem possible that a no-kill shelter could
last in Houston—a city where the sheer number
of homeless pets has been called an “epidemic.”
Past attempts to create a no-kill shelter have
been dismissed as fervent activism.

“I'had alove for animals before I ever knew
the word activism,” Shuttlesworth says. “But

OutSmartMagazine.com |
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AFeline Fighter
Rocky Balboa (l) is
the ears, eyes, and
whiskers of Friends
for Life, a no-kill
animal shelter in
the Heights. This
former feral over-
came mange, ma-
jor dental surgery,
and diabetes. He
is FIV-positive, a
senior, and an
example of a cat
who would not
make it out of a
traditional shelter
program alive. As
{44 the shelter’s mas-

¥ cot, Rocky joins
director Salise
Shuttlesworth (r)
on guided facility
tours.

Idon’tknow that I'm much of an activist. My
strength is more in doing things that seem
pragmatic. If we believe we owe life to a dog
who is too terrified to come out of his cage,
we’d better get a plan around how to rehabili-
tate him—and abusiness plan to scale and sus-
tain [our goals]. Butlet’s go with ‘activist.’
It sounds cooler than ‘planning wonk.”

After attending the University of Texas
at Austin and earning alaw degree, Shuttles-
worth returned to the Bayou City, where it
didn’t take long to notice that Houston,
we have a problem. Houston’s longstanding
shelters used tricky language to deem certain
animals as “unadoptable,” thereby allowing
shelters to justify euthanizing problem
animals. —
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A SHePHERD FOR HOUSTON’s ANIMALS

continued from previous page

“The ‘unadoptable’ groups include animals
like pit bulls, seniors, cats with FIV, dogs who
are evaluated as behavior challenges, nursing
kittens and puppies, pregnant mothers, ani-
mals missing hair, with a cold, or with myriad
other treatable conditions like heartworms or
kennel cough,” Shuttlesworth says. “One
shelter in Houston proudly states, “We adopt
out 100 percent of our adoptable animals.’

It sounds great until you think carefully
about the language, and who doesn’t get on
thatlifeboat.”

Combining her love for animals and busi-
ness know-how, Shuttlesworth decided to
challenge the notion that a no-kill shelter
couldn’t survive in Houston. Along with the
help of two close friends, she founded what
would come to be known as Friends for Life.
“We just traveled, read, built a team, and
planned,” she says. “We were determined to
start the shelter with a plan—not with ani-
mals.” After two years of
planning, Shuttlesworth
and her friends-turned-ac-
tivist-partners took in their
first adoptable animal.

“Salise was able to create
Friends for Life and get it off
the ground in a time of no-
kill naysayers,” adds Marilyn
Oliver, the organization’s
operations manager. “She
changed the landscape of
Houston animal sheltering.”

Friends for Life initially
started holding adoptions
atthe PetSmart on Shep-
herd at West Alabama,
operating solely out of that
store for four years. In
2008, the organization
was able to open a brick-
and-mortar shelter of
their own on West 19th
Street. But atless than
3,000 square feet, the operation quickly over-
whelmed the space. “The business grew wildly,
and we outgrew that space within ayear,”
Shuttlesworth says.

In 2012, with a generous donation from
Don Sanders, Friends for Life opened their
new, larger Heights location at 107 E. 22nd
Street. But even then, Shuttlesworth knew
that their new location would need to expand,
since there is always work to be done. Today,
her team of activists offers a plethora of ser-
vices in Houston, including Fix Houston, part
of the “Healthy Pets, Healthy Streets” initia-
tive that teams with Houston’s municipal
BARC shelter to offer free neuter, spay, and
vaccination services in low-income parts of
town. (Friends for Life offers these services to
families with cats, while BARC specializes in
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A rarity in animal shelters, Friends
for Life hosts dozens of bottle-fed
puppies in its program.

dogs.) Through Fix Houston, Friends for Life
has fixed over 1,500 cats, stabilized 489 feral
cat colonies, and prevented more than 30,000
births, keeping stray cats off the streetsto an
impressive degree.

Although Friends for Life helps those furry
friends already on the street, they also do their
best to prevent pet homelessness from happen-
ingin the first place. The organization has do-
nated over two tons of food to their food bank
to help pet owners who need assistance in car-
ing for their pet. Additionally, the Friends for
Life crew has clocked in hundreds of hours of
free behavioral consults and provided micro-
grants for veterinary services. They even sent
acrew out to help afamily build a fence that
allowed them to keep their dog.

“I'think of one gentleman who pushed his
catsin a shopping cart over a mile to getinline
by 5 a.m. to have them spayed and vaccinated,”
Shuttlesworth says as she recalls one of her
most rewarding moments thus far. “People
bring flashlights and lawn chairs to line up
with their animals pre-dawn at surgery events.

Some have walked long dis-
tances with their animals to
get the services.”

Friends for Life employ-
ees and volunteers find their
greatest rewards in the small-
est of moments: a death-row
dog finding comfortin his
first soft bed in areal home;
asenior or diabetic animal
finding a new forever- fam-
ily, or the fact that, to date,
Friends for Life has adopted
out over 8,000 furry family
members, an estimated 75
percent of whom would have
been deemed “unadoptable” at
other shelters. Since 2008, the

10 Friends for Life adoption rates
have accelerated by a stunning
580 percent.

“Iremember Pepperoni,
the blind cat who not only
was adopted, but who learned
tricks for a video!” Shuttlesworth laughs. “I
also loved that our behaviorist referred to
Pepps as a ‘beautiful and courageous person.”

The future of Houston’s animal-rescue ser-
vices looks to be just as remarkable. Friends for
Life has commissioned the renowned archi-
tecture and design firm Gensler to construct a
medical clinic adjacent to their Heights facil-
ity. This new Friends for Life shelter clinic will
also provide an affordably-priced veterinary
medical care option to the public, and offer
surgical support to the Fix Houston spay-and-
neuter program.

For more information on Friends for Life,
visit friends4life.org.

Little Love

Barrett White is a frequent contributor to
OuTSMART magazine.



Houston’s Top 5 Dog Parks

Let your four-legged friend frolic on these canine-friendly grounds.

By Joanna O’Leary
]

hile many doggie owners in northern

states still have limited options for pet-
friendly outdoor activities (thanks to this winter’s
deluge of snowstorms), we here in Houston are
in prime season for al fresco romps with our
pooches. Fortunately, H-fown boasts multiple
places for you and your dog companions to
play with others. Here, then, is OutSmart’s Top-
Five List of best Houston dog parks:

0 Danny Jackson Family Dog Park
4700 Westpark Dr.
Although not in the most aesthetically pleasing
location (flanked on both sides by a highway
and office buildings), Danny Jackson Family
Dog Park makes this list because its location
means less crowds, and the long lawn and shal-
low pools make for great spaces to sprint and
scamper. Regulars at the park have remarked on
the general friendliness of the other dog owners,
many of whom are quick to share tennis balls for
playing fetch.

O Ervan Chew Dog Park

4502 Dunlavy St.
Ervan Chew Dog Park doubles as a play-
ground, which makes it pretty much perfect if
you have human as well as canine babies. On
warm days, doggies splash around in the small
pool, kiddies enjoy the swing sets, and parents
with frosty beverages look on from the picnic
tables. One caveat: Ervan Chew’s modest size
means it can be chaotic and crowded at peak
times.

OJohnny Steele Dog Park

2929 Allen Pkwy.
Located along scenic Buffalo Bayou, Johnny
Steel Dog Park boasts plenty of open spaces as
well as free “poop” bags, so there’s no excuse
for not cleaning up! In hot weather, puppies can
cool down in the pond area; owners, in turn,
can seek shelter on the shaded benches. The
park sees significant action in the early evenings
just before twilight and on weekends, so avoid
those times if you or your dog are feeling
unsociable.

Millie Bush Dog Park

16756 Westheimer Rd.
A perennial favorite, Millie Bush Dog Park
makes it onto nearly every “best dog parks in
Houston” list (including ours) due fo its gi-nor-
mous size and thoughtful segregated areas for
small and large dogs, each with its own pool.
Patrons also rave about the consistent upkeep
of the landscaping and the stunning views at
sunset.

0 Dog Run at Market Square Park

301 Milam St.
This park, instituted in honor of dog advocate
Holly Anawaty, is ridiculously convenient for
residents of downtown, while also serving as
a nice destination for Houstonians and hounds
looking to frolic in a different neck of the woods.
Separate areas are available for different-sized
pooches, and a well-lit walkway means your
playdate can extend into the later evening.

Joanna O’Leary is a freelance writer based in Houston.
Her exploits are chronicled on brideyoleary.com.
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And more!
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event? Call Dalton at (713) 622-2202.
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Hello, Doggie!

Two Michaels and their pets.

By Donalevan Maines
Photo by Curtis Reese

ur flies when Michael Philome and
F Michael Pockuba disagree on the de-

tails of how they met, but there’s no
question as to what great matchmakers their
dogs are.

The three dogs’ wagging ways put to shame
the skills of that famous matchmaker Dolly
Gallagher Levi of Hello, Dolly! fame.

This self-described “furry family” lives in
an apartment in southwest Houston.

“We met at a dog park in Miami,” says
Pockuba. “Iwas walking Chase and Charlotte;
Mike was walking Dutch. The dogs were play-
ing—or fighting. Mike came up to me.”

No, no, says Philome. “I have no idea how
he dreamed that one up.”

According to Philome, who claims to have
amore detailed memory, their meeting was
“kind of love at first sight” outside a South
Beach restaurant in Miami. “I was walking by,
and he smiled at me,” says Philome. “I made it
ablock before I came dashing back and simply
said, ‘Hey I think you're beautiful. I'd like to
take you on a date. Trust me, you won’t regret
it He smiled again and said, “‘Why not!””

Pockuba says, “Our first date, he made me
areal picnic with a picnic basket and every-
thing. I had no idea anyone did that anymore!
We went to an outdoor theater, and he’d bought
red wine and white wine because he didn’t
know which Iliked.Idrank both of them;I
didn’t know you don’t mix them.”

Feeling sick from being over-served,
Pockuba passed out on Philome’s couch. When
he awoke up the next morning, says Philome,
“That’s when he met Dutch, my then-two-
year-old pit/Lab mix. Dutch kept licking
Mikey on the face. The two of them just took
offlike arocket. Mikey spoiled him so much—
all rules went out the window. They began
to eat, sleep, and play together all the time. It
made me love Mikey more, honestly.”

And that’s when Philome says he learned
that Pockubahad arat terrier named Chase
back in Houston. “Mikey began to talk about

©
Puppy Love

When Michael Pockuba (I) and his partner, Michael Philome, first met, there was an
instant spark between them. But when the pair bonded over their love for their dogs,

his own dog who he left back home. There was
so much sadness in his voice. So with other
things weighing in, we decided that he had to
go back to Houston,” says Philome.

The couple spent the next year or so flying
back and forth to see one another—“long-dis-
tance stuff.” Pockuba also picked up another
pet, says Philome, “another rat terrier with a
missing tail who had been abandoned after
delivering alitter. We both decided this misfit
was our angel. Her name is Charlotte.”

In October 2014, Pockuba says, Philome
and Dutch moved to Houston to join him and
Chase and Charlotte. “They say the first year
of marriage is the hardest,” says Philome.
“Well, through ups and downs, we have weath-
ered storms and become a family. Dutch is our
guardian—so much so that if either of us raises
our voice, he will immediately issue arepri-
mand. Chase and I bonded in our excessive
vanity; we only clash on who getsto sitona
velvet upholstered chair affectionately known
as ‘the throne.’ I am Charlotte’s bed, and her
chair. She is so sweet and annoying; I love her
forit.”

Philome, who graduated from college with
abusiness and finance degree, runs a Creole
catering company, while Pockuba is complet-
ing a communications degree at Texas South-

OutSmartMagazine.com |

they knew the connection would last.

ern University.

“We now exist as an unruly group which,
without warning, can burst into loud fits of
play and howling, or pile under a single blan-
ket [to spend] the whole weekend slumbering,”
says Philome. “T had no idea that this would
be my happy fate when I ran back to that man
with that gorgeous grin. I had no clue he would
be the key that delivered me from solitude and
ushered me into what I now know as my furry
family.”

Donalevan Maines is a regular contributor to
OuTSMART magazine.

©

Meet the
Furry
Family
Philome and
Pockuba's
lives wouldn’t
be complete
without
their three
beloved
dogs, Dutch,
Chase, and
Charlotte.

MARCH 2016 | 33



‘@  Making Proud
Houston IVF  Families

A CCRM Network Clinic

CALLTODAY (713)561-3439
www.HoustonIVE.net

Memorial City « 929 Gessner, Suite 2300 « Houston, TX 77024
Texas Medical Center « 7400 Fannin Suite 910 « Houston, TX 77054




OuTSMART’S

Leading Ladies of 2016

Celebrating the accomplishments of Houston's top LGBTQ women leaders.

By Megan Smith

s Beyoncé entered the Super Bowl stadium during

last month’s halftime show, seven words reverberated

throughout the arena and at Super Bowl parties worldwide:

Okay ladies, now let’s get in formation. Though controversy
regarding her performance ensued, the self-described feminist and
pop diva’s message is simple: when we band together, women can make
powerful change happen. We are fierce leaders, and we won’t back

down from a fight.

Ali Gorczynski me——
While Houstonian Ali Gorczynski was a col-
lege student in Washington DC, she met a
group of LG-
BTQactiv-
ists outside
of the White
House—
activists
who would
change
herlife.
“Ibecame
friends with
those activ-
istsand
became a
member of
their group,
GetEQUAL,
which is now a very influential player in the
fight for social justice on all fronts,” she ex-
plains. “While in GetEQUAL, I worked on the
repeal of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell and the fights to
pass marriage equality and the Employment
Non-Discrimination Act. I've been organizing
and working as an activist ever since.” Gore-
zynski, who is an out lesbian, currently serves
as the outreach and field coordinator for the
Texas Freedom Network, where she collabo-
rates with college students and other young
people on voting rights, reproductive justice,
and LGBTQ equality through public policy and
community organizing. Prior to her current

This concept isn’t new to the LGBTQ women of Houston.
These women have worked for years on every level—in activism,
philanthropy, business, politics, and more—to ensure that equality is
achieved on all fronts. To honor Women’s History Month in March,
OuTtSMART reached out to the community for nominations of LGBTQ
women leaders making an exceptional difference in Houston. Below,
our nominees discuss their current work and future plans for the

LGBT community, as well as divulge the past decade they’d like to visit.

job, she worked as the political manager for the
Gay & Lesbian Victory Fund, helping to elect
viable, pro-choice, openly-LGBT candidates

to public office. During her time with the Vic-
tory Fund, Gorczynski saw former mayor An-
nise Parker win her re-election, and council
members Mike Laster and Robert Gallegos get
elected to office. Gorczynski was also recently
elected to the board of the Houston GLBT Po-
litical Caucus, the South’s oldest civil-rights
organization dedicated solely to the advance-
ment of LGBT equality. When asked what
decade she would like to live in, Gorczynski’s
answer was, not surprisingly, political. “I was
born inthe’90s, soif I could, Iwould live in
the ’80s so that I could watch Ann Richards
give the 1988 Democratic Convention keynote.
Cecile Richards, Ann’s daughter and the presi-
dent of Planned Parenthood, is the founder
of'the Texas Freedom Network where I work.
That’s what I'd call a full Texas circle!”

Reagan White m————
Reagan White wouldn’t choose tolive in any
other decade—this self-described “beautifully
made” black transgender woman is happy sim-
ply being the authentic self she is today. White
began attending a weekly transgender sup-
port group after coming out alittle over ayear
ago. Thanks to mentors Ian Snyder and Dana
Louise, White has not only found peace in her
transition, but has become an advocate for
other transgender community members. “My
goalis to passthat encouraging power on to at

OutSmartMagazine.com |

least one person,”
she says. “Because
ifI can change that
one life, that per-
son could go on and
change the world.”
When asked which
issue she feels is
most important
to the community,
White responds
with not one, but
seven. She calls them the seven E’s—education,
employment, economic development, entre-
preneurship, endowment, encouragement, and
enterprise. White advocates for these issues,
and also spreads support through her “daily
thought” postings on social media—small
words of encouragement to her transgender
brothers and sisters. “I started a few months
ago, and I've gotten so much positive feedback
and have been asked to continue,” White says.
“The goal is to encourage all transgender peo-
ple tolove and embrace life authentically.”

Sandy Bubbert m————
What keeps Houstonian Sandy Bubbert moti-
vated? “Everyone’s sweet tooth!” she exclaims.
Since 1985, Bubbert has owned and operated
The Acadian Bakers, the only lesbian-owned
bakery in Houston. She was catering same-sex
wedding ceremonies way before the Supreme
Court ruled marriage equality to be the law of
the land. She even baked the cake for former —
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mayor Annise Parker and Kathy Hubbard’s
wedding. “I'm just busy baking my buns off!”
Bubbert says. But before she was covered in
flour full-time, this longtime OutSMmarT Gay-
est & Greatest winner was also involved in
numerous LGBT community organizations.
She served as vice president of the Log Cabin
Republicans of Houston; secretary, vice-pres-
ident, and board member of the Diana Founda-
tion; afounding board member of the Montrose
Center;

andaboard = )

member ”“’““

of Lesbi- 15202484

ans Over linpaicardcom
Free WiFi

Age Fifty, g

among oth-

ers. Today,

she’san

advocate for

homeless

gay youth,

the issue

she feels

is most important to our community. Bubbert
has also been recognized with a plethora of
community awards, including five presidential
certificates of merit, the 2011 Museum District
Business Alliance Community Improvement
Award, and six “Best of Houston” awards from
Houston Press. And if Bubbert could time
travel, she wouldn’t just be a baker, but a bak-
ing queen—in the Victorian era, that is. “They
knew enough and were just smart enough not
to be dangerous!” she laughs.

Kim Frederick m———
If Kim Frederick could live in a different de-
cade, she’d choose the 1960s. “I would have
been on the front lines for civil rights in all
aspects,” she says. “There is a certain empow-
erment you get from fighting your heart out

for something you believe in. And on a side
note, the music was spectacular!” While she
may have missed the first civil-rights move-
ment, Frederick is hardly sitting back this time
around. As alongtime feminist and out lesbian,
she has dedicated her work to ensuring LGBT
equality, racial justice, and women’s equality.
Frederick founded and co-leads HRC Super
Volun-

teers, a

national

grass-

roots

network

of volun-

teers to

help elect

Hillary

Clinton as

president.

She has



watched that organization’s membership grow
into the thousands and spread across state
lines. Fredrick notes that Hillary Clinton was
one of her earliest role models, along with Elea-
nor Roosevelt, Ann Richards, Barbara Jordan,
and Shirley Chisholm. “It’s not fair that women
make up halfthe population but are so grossly
underrepresented in government,” Frederick
says. “It’s not fair that sexism is so pervasive
and sometimes so subtle that even women
participate in it, perpetuate it, or don’t even
know it’s happening. It is so normal, and our
society has come to accept this, so we haven’t
had the major uprising we need—a critical
mass. Iwasn’t around for the first women’s
movement, but the critical mistake made then
was not bringing women of color to the table in
leadership roles. We need to find a way to build
those bridges and form a strong coalition.” At
the very beginning of the Black Lives Mat-

ter movement, Frederick marched in one of
Chicago’s rallies before returning to Houston
to attend several more and promote the move-
ment’s message on social media. On the LGBT
advocacy front, Frederick assisted her girl-
friend, Melissa Vivanco, in support efforts for
the Houston Equal Rights Ordinance, and pre-
viously headed her workplace’s LGBT resource
group. “Itis not fair when an LGBT person can
get fired simply for being gay,” Frederick says.
“I genuinely care about the world in which
Ilive in, and everyone else thatlives on this
planet—including future generations. I believe
in fairness, equality, and justice.”

Julie Mabry m——————
Houstonian Julie
Mabry is in love with
her city. “I've lived in
Beaumont, Albuquer-
que, Denver, Tucson,
San Antonio, and
Houston,” Mabry says.
“No city has made me
feel as warm and fuzzy
as Houston.” Mabry,
who is an outlesbian, is
the owner of Pearl Bar
Houston, the city’s only
lesbian lounge. “Pearl
is areflection of the pride I have in my com-
munity and my city,” she explains. “Lesbians
deserve aplace to feel safe and sexy. I will al-
ways work to maintain this space for my com-
munity.” But Pearl Bar isn’t just a great place
for lesbians to relax among friends—it’s also a
space to build community and support LGBT
philanthropic organizations. Last year, Mabry
joined Her Destination Unknown’s fundraising
team to help raise $28,000 for AIDS Founda-
tion Houston. “Part of my activism in Houston
is hosting fundraisers at Pearl,” Mabry ex-
plains. “Last year, we were able to raise/donate
over $60,000 to our community.” For others
who are interested in getting involved,
Mabry suggests getting involved with the —
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| ALENDAR OF MEETINGS FOR 2016 |

Ryan White Planning Council

February 11 May 12 August 11 November 10
March 10 June 9 September 8 December 8
April 14 July 14 October 13

Meetings are open to the general public and although only Council members are
allowed to vote, public comment is always welcome at the beginning of every meeting.
The Council meets on the 2™ Thursday of each month at Noon at our offices located
between Westheimer and San Felipe in the Galleria area (near METRO bus route 82).
Call to request a calendar, membership application or more information.

Affected Community Committee

The Affected Community Committee meets at different locations each month so that
consumers can sit in on a meeting, ask questions and have a voice in allocating nearly
$24 million dollars for HIV/AIDS services in the Houston area.

Call the office for the date/location of meetings (meeting start time is usually 2:00 p.m.).
Please note the following special meetings:

March: consumer training on designing services

October: consumer training on standards of care

£ Attend a Meeting ! Apply for Membership £ Be a Participant {

The calendar of all Council and Committee meetings and a wealth of other information
is available on our website: www.rwpcHouston.org. Check the calendar regularly for
topics of specific interest to you. We hope to see you soon!

HousTtoN RYAN WHITE PLANNING COUNCIL
2223 West Loop South, Suite 240; Houston, TX 77027

Phone 713 572-3724 TTY 713 572-2813
www.rwpcHouston.org

Fax 713 572-3740
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Human Rights Campaign. “We need boots on
the ground to help others learn how their vote
matters,” she says. As for what decade she’'d
like to live in, Mabry says she’s fine right where
sheis. “I've lived to see an openly gay mayor
elected in a major city, and witnessed the legal-
ization of nationwide gay marriage. Ilove the
life I'mliving! Maybe Hillary will win the pres-
idency and finally come out,” she jokes. “That
would be a great addition to the 2010s!”

Alexis Melvin oossss———————
Alexis Melvin rarely follows the rules. That’s
why, when asked which decade she’d like to live
in, she responds with two answers—the 1920s
and the 1960s. On one hand, there’s “flappers,
the music, speakeasies, cars with running
boards, and equality and sexual freedom just
starting to be seen.” Then there was the *60s,
with its “rock and roll, Carnaby Street mod
fashion, Compton’s Cafeteria and Stonewall
Inn actions, Mary Quant and mini skirts, ama-
jor move toward equality in the U.S., the space
race, and Dr. Who!” It was also when Melvin,
who identifies as a bisexual, gender-fluid
transgender person, began to advocate for fair-
ness and equality for the transgender commu-
nity. “I have a passion for fairness and helping
people,” Melvin says. “When I see a situation
thatis not fair, I have to do something about

it. Members of the transgender community

are treated unfairly in many ways. This has
improved drastically, but we still have much to
do.” Melvin currently serves as aboard mem-
ber and treasurer for the Transgender Founda-
tion of America—an organization that she’s
been involved with for the past eight years. For
the past decade, she’s also been a part of the
Houston -
Trans-
gender
Unity
Commit-
tee, where
sheis
currently
chair and
treasurer.
“Thereis
still sig-
nificant
discrimination for transgender individuals in
employment, employment security, healthcare,
public accommodations, government services
and benefits, education, police protection,
personal safety, and many other areas,” Mel-
vin says. “The transgender community has

to contend with being left out of many of the
LGB equality advances because some equality
organizations consider it politically expedi-
ent to remove protections for the transgender
community from proposed legislation to make
it easier to pass. In the recent campaign to




repeal the HERO ordinance in Houston, the
transgender community was attacked with lies
and misstatements that were not challenged
by [some pro-HERO groups]. These lies will
have to be challenged so that we can regain the
acceptance that we had in Houston, and move
forward in our quest for equality.”

Rebecca Treviiio m——
Rebecca Trevifio’s activist roots run deep.
From an early age, her parents taught her that
being a part of acommunity meant giving
back to it in any way possible. “They instilled
in me to always stand firm in my beliefs and
convictions,” the bisexual Texas Southern
University social-work student says. “This was
strengthened as I began my journey through
my social-work educa-
tion and became woke
to various social and
economic justice is-
sues.There are far too
many injustices in our
society. Many of these
injustices do the most
harm to women—es-
pecially black, brown,
and trans women. I
am a Latina and inter-
sectional feminist. I
wear my identity with
pride, [and I] stand up
for those who are marginalized and oppressed
in an effort to build a stronger community.”
Trevifio previously completed a term with
AmeriCorps, served as a volunteer pod leader
with Houston Unites, is currently an active
member of the Organization of Student Social
Workers at TSU, and serves as vice president of
The Glass Slipper Foundation, alocal nonprof-
it that works to educate and empower at-risk
youth through leadership and prevention pro-
gramsin an open and inclusive environment.
Since November 2015, she has also served on
the board of the Houston Stonewall Young
Democrats, which helps to elect pro-equality
political candidates to public office. “I believe
the most important issue in my community
right now is increasing civic engagement
among young people,” she says. “There is so
much untapped power that exists within our
community. Millennials are now the largest
living generation! Being part of the political
process through civic engagement is necessary
for creating change. My advice for anyone who
wants to get involved is to find out what you’re
passionate about in your community, find your
inner power, and get to work! Educate yourself
on the political process and find out which
candidate is going to support you and what is
important to you. Become a Volunteer Deputy
Voter Registrar, register as many people as
you can to vote, and get them to the polls!
Thisis abig election year. And don’t forget
thatlocal and state elections are just as
important as the presidential elections.” —
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As for which decade Trevifio would choose to
visit, that would be the 1970s. “I'm all about
dancing the night away while rocking big hair
and even bigger shoes!”

Lorraine Schroeder m——
For Lorraine Schroeder, each decade just
keeps getting better. “I want to keep moving
forward,” she says. Schroeder has been the
director of the LGBTQ Resource Center at the
University of Houston since the center’s incep-
tion in 2010. “Working with young people, I get
daily affirmations that the work we do makes
adifference,” Schroeder says. “The negative
messages that some young people still hear
from their families and society have a profound
impact on their well-being. It is a great feeling
getting to help introduce them to the awesome-
ness of the LGBTQ community, and making
them aware of their own awesomeness.” For
the pastthree

years, she has also

been avolunteer

with AssistHers,

helping to provide

non-medical assis-

tance to elderly and

disabled lesbians.

Schroeder, who

identifies as a bi-

sexual lesbian (“It

may sound crazy,

but that is what fits

for me,” she says),

also hopes to broaden society’s understand-
ing of gender and, in turn, transgender and
genderqueer people. “Itis an honor and great
fun to work alongside of all the wonderful LG-
BTQ people in Houston,” she says. “We have

so many dynamic leaders and advocates in our
community, I am just happy to be a part of it.”

Kristina Tutt ee—————
Growing up in a small town, Kristina Tutt

felt a great deal of shame about being gay. She
didn’t have any mentors to look to, and her
exposure to LGBT culture was minimal. “In
college, Iwas blessed with an amazing lesbian
mentor who introduced me to culture, pride,
and the history of our incredible community,”
Tutt says. “This helped me overcome my
shameful feelings and plant my roots firmly
in my lesbian identity. Over the last 15 years,
Thavelearned to love and accept myself for
exactly who I am, and I want to give other LG-
BTQ people the same opportunity.” That’s why
Tutt left her full-time job in January 2015 to
start Inspirational Outcomes, a business that
teaches LGBTQ people how to combat shame
and live as their authentic selves. “I am a Certi-
fied Daring Way Facilitator, which means that
Iamtrained to facilitate groups based on the
research of Dr. Brené Brown,” Tutt explains.



“This includes
experiencing
vulnerability
ascourage, in-
creasing self-
compassion,
creating mean-
ingful connec-
tions, and devel-
opingresilience
to shame.”
Tutt will host
Inspirational
Outcomes
workshops on March 12 and 13 in Houston,
April 9-10 in Austin, and again in Houston on
May 21and 22. “We all say ‘LGBTQ’ as ifit’s
one five-letter word, but the truth is that we
often treat one another as if we’re from dif-
ferent worlds,” Tutt adds. “If we truly want to
overcome thingslike violence, employment
discrimination, and youth homelessness, we
have to lift one another up in unity instead of
tearing each other down, particularly with re-
gards to our trans brothers and sisters. Apart,
we are many separate people with different
lives and goals and identities, but together we
all situnder the same umbrella, just trying
to steer clear of the rain.” When asked what
decade she’d like to visit, Tutt responds, “Prob-
ably the 1960s, because that’s when all the real
activism was happening. I would have loved to
be apart of the sit-ins and protests and peace-
ful demonstrations!”

Lynn Schwartzenburg m—
If Lynn Schwartzenburg could revisit a decade,
itwould be the early ’80s. “I wasn’t out then,”
she says. “I missed the fun, or so I hear.” But
since coming out as a lesbian, Schwartzenburg
hasimmersed herselfin the LGBTQ commu-
nity, giving back to a plethora of philanthropic
organizations including the Human Rights
Campaign, the Pride 5K Fun Run, the Black
Tie Dinner, and, most prominently, AssistHers.
“Oneyear, I saw AssistHers in the Pride parade
and thought, “When I retire, I'll volunteer with
them,” she says. “I
soonrealized thatI
didn’t need to wait
until retirement,
andIjoined Assis-
tHers—which led to
joining their board
of directors. The
board members
were, in my eyes,
strong, successful
women, and I want-
ed tolearn from
them.” Schwartz-
enburg has been involved with the organiza-
tion—in a variety of positions—for nearly 15
years. She currently serves as the president
of the group’s board and as vice-president of
finance. “My mom taught me that ‘those who

35

can do, must do,” Schwartzenburg says. “She
hasbeen an incredible example of compassion
in action by helping people during her nursing
career, with friends, and through volunteer-
ing.” Along with her wife, Linda, and their late
dogs, Boudreau and Thibodeau, Schwartzen-
burg also spent several years as a volunteer
with Caring Critters, a group of volunteers and
their pets participating in animal-assisted
therapy activities. “Boux and Thib were be-
loved visitors to all the patients and clients
who got to spend time with them,” she says.
“After Thibodeau died of complications from
bone cancer, it wasn’t the same, and Boudreau
retired from service and enjoyed his remaining
year being king of the house.” Moving forward,
Schwartzenburg says she is always looking

for ways to make organizations run more ef-
ficiently, as well as to recruit others with those
skills. “I am a computer nerd who loves plan-
ning, Excel, databases, reports, charts, and
graphs,” she says. “Organizations need people
with those skills, and we are hard to find
because we don’t always come forward.” For
those looking to get more involved, Schwartz-
enburg advises, “Follow photographer Dalton
DeHart around for a while until you find a
group that speaks to you. [Laughs] Don’t think
that you have to be the loudest voice in the
room to be heard or make an impact. Helping
out in your own little way helps the whole com-
munity. I'm proof that the little way works.”
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We Aren’t Sluts

My experience getting on PrEP.

By Ryan M. Leach

Why am I sharing this very private
piece of medical information with you? If
you are HIV-negative, then I want you to be on
PrEP, too. Yes, you. I don’t even know who you
are, but you owe it to yourselfto consider it.
PrEP, or Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis, is a drug
regimen that was approved for use in America in
2012. The regimen involves Truvada, a one-pill
combination of two types of medications that are
usually used to treat HIV after infection. Stud-
ies have shown that if relatively healthy people
who are HIV-negative take the
drug correctly, it can be almost

I am HIV-negative and I am on PrEP.

provements in HIV treatment and quality oflife.
Common sense would dictate that PrEP should
be part of more of our lives. The thing getting
in the way of common sense is shame.

Shame haslikely lead to more infections
than any other reason because it prevents
people from becoming more proactive about
their sexual health. HIV and being HIV-positive
has always carried a harsh stigma with it. The
criminalization of people living with HIV has
contributed to this, as well as our general at-
titude about the disease. In some circles, it is

commonplace to ask someone
ifthey are “clean”—code for

entirely effective in prevent- Shame ha? hkek.y lead HIV-negative. This implies that
ing HIV infection. In fact, ina tomore infections being HIV-positive is “dirty.”
recent study of people on PrEP, than any other reason Many people still believe that
no patients who used the drug because it prevents HIV-positive people did some-

correctly contracted HIV. This
indicates that it works. Anoth-
er study released in the Oxford

people from becoming
more proactive about
their sexual health.

thing to deserve it, or that being
HIV-positive means you were a
slut, a drug addict, or both.

Journal concluded that short-
term daily usage of Truvada
had the same impact on the body as an aspirin.

PrEPis a huge development in the fight
against HIV. It could potentially eliminate the
disease, or at the very least reduce the number
of new infections every year. Why aren’t more
people on PrEP? Why isn’t everyone on it?

My uncle contracted HIV in the 1980s
during the early days of the virus when it was
considered a “gay plague” and an almost certain
death sentence. I am a part of the first genera-
tion of people who have never lived in a world
in which HIV wasn’t a consideration. My uncle
eventually died in the 1990s from complications
related to AIDS. He was the last to die among
his circle of friends who also succumbed to the
disease—part of a generation of gay men that
our community lost. Over 30 years and 40 mil-
lion deaths later, we still have no cure for HIV.
If it were 1981, people would be breaking down
the pharmacy doors trying to get this drug. But
in 2016, many people at high risk for infection
have never heard of PrEP or seem unconcerned
with possible infection, perhaps due to im-

Iimagine thereisn’t aper-
son on the planet who hasn’t
either been called a slut or assumed that some-
one elseis a slut. The dictionary tellsus thata
slut is “a promiscuous woman.” How’s that for
sexism? For the sake of argument, let’s expand
that definition to include men. Accusing some-
one of being a “slut” has been an effective way
of shaming people into submission since the
term’s origin in the 1400s. Our societal fear of
being condemned as a “slut” has lent itself to the
misperception that people on PrEP are sluts.
But quite the contrary, people on PrEP are
responsible. They have empowered themselves
by taking control of their health and their
sexual identity. I didn’t really understand that
until I decided to get on PrEP.Ireached out to
Legacy Community Health Services in Mon-
trose after my own physician seemed uninter-
ested in talking with me about PrEP. This is
apparently commonplace, as many doctors are
not well-educated about it. I called Legacy and
set up an appointment for the next day with a
patient navigator. You do not need health insur-
ance to access PrEP at Legacy, although it does
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make it easier. I filled out some paperwork
and then received information about the drug.
Afterward, I was sent to the on-site lab where
Thadblood drawn and a urine sample taken.
To get on a PrEP regimen, I was tested for HIV
and every other sexually transmitted infec-
tion (STI) initially, and will again every three
months. This ensures that I have not been
infected with HIV or any other secondary in-
fection that may require treatment. PrEP only
prevents the transmission of HIV. It will not
prevent other STIs, like drug-resistant gonor-
rhea. It is still recommended that patients on
PrEP use condoms, but part of Legacy’s real-
istic approach to healthcare is understanding
that not everyone will adhere to that. People
who aren’t using condoms without PrEP will
likely not use condoms while on PrEP.

Roughly two weeks after my blood was
drawn and tested, I had a second appointment
with a Legacy doctor. At this appointment, I
received another rapid HIV test. It’s alot of
testing, because PrEP, when administered to
someone who is HIV-positive, will not effec-
tively treat their infection and they could build
up aresistance to future treatment.

Itested negative again. HIV testing is nev-
er without stress, even when you know you are
negative. I always wait for the results holding my
breath. My doctor asked me some more ques-
tions about my health and provided more infor-
mation about the drug. I was then sent down to
the on-site pharmacy to pick up my prescription.
Legacy, through a grant with Gilead, the com-
pany that makes Truvada, provided me with a
coupon that saves me from paying any required
copay. PrEP was completely free for me, and
took atotal of about two hours of clinic time.

You may be reading this and thinking that I
must be a slut because I decided to get on PrEP.
If so, that’s cool. Maybe I am, or maybe I'm not.
Frankly, my dear, I don’t give adamn. As my
mother always said, “What other people think
of youis none of your business.” —

©

The Face

of PrEP
Ryan Leach is
HIV-negative
and on PrEP.
He wants you
to be, too.
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What I doknow isthatIam doing every-
thing I canto prevent the spread of HIV, and
if that means people think I'm a slut, then I'm
okay with that. I've probably been called worse
things by better people anyway. But if T have
somehow convinced you to atleast look into
getting on PrEP, then you should know that you
aren’t a slut either. In fact, whether you go on
PrEP or not, you are not a slut. You can be on
PrEP and never have sex with anyone, or you
can have sex with everyone in town, and you
still won’t be a slut. You can also keep whether
or notyou are on PrEP entirely to yourself, or
write an article that is published and shared
with the world! It doesn’t really matter. It’s no
one else’s business. If you are being responsible
to yourself and your partner or partners, then
that’s all that you need to worry about.

And by the way, people who call other people
sluts are insecure and need to find a hobby.

Formore information in Houston about PrEP,
call the Legacy clinic at 832.548.5221.

Ryan Leach is a community leader who enjoys
oversharing and encouraging people to be kind-
er to themselves and their community. He is not
a slut, and neither are you. Feel free to email
him at rumlal978@gmail.com.
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E Remaining HIV-negative is a positive.

YOUR BODY. YOUR HEALTH. YOUR CHOICES. YOUR LIFE.
The chance to end the spread of HIV in our lifetime is here.
The choice to take action is yours. PrEP is an FDA-approved

L E G ‘ \ CY medication that, when taken once daily, significantly reduces
the risk of contracting HIV from a positive sexual partner. It’s

COMMUNITY HEALTH your life. Own it.

(832) 548 5221 | LegacyCommunityHealth.org/PrEP | #AreYouPrEPared



The Beginning

of the End

New funding to help reduce Houston's

high rate of HIV cases.

By Januari Leo

ver the past several years, Houston

has made several notable “best of”

lists. Business Insider declared Hous-
ton to be “the best U.S. city for accumulating
wealth,” while the Smithsonian magazine
dubbed us the “Next Great American City.”

However, not all designations are quite so
rosy. According to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol’s 2013 HIV Surveillance Report, Houston
ranks number 12 in the country for new HIV
cases.

According to the recently updated National
HIV/AIDS Strategy, which seeks to reduce new
HIV transmissions significantly by 2020, over
50 percent of new HIV/AIDS cases are in the
South. As 0f 2012, over 21,000 Houstonians
were living with an HIV/AIDS diagnosis, with
over 1,200 new diagnosesin 2013. In a state
that overwhelmingly funds abstinence-based
sex-education programs in public schools, re-
fuses to expand Medicaid, and has the largest
number of uninsured residents (19 percent,
compared to 11 percent nationally), the odds
are stacked against bringing these numbers
down.

“Ithas become increasingly obvious that
if we want to see areduction in HIV cases, we
are going to have to take matters into our own
hands,” says Venita Ray, public affairs field
specialist with Legacy Community Health.
“We can no longer use a single-issue approach
to ending the epidemic in Houston. We have
avision, but it’s going to take all community
hands on deck to make it areality.”

Lastyear, Legacy applied for and received
an AIDS United and Ford Foundation South-
ern Regional Expansion of Access and Capac-
ity to Address HIV/AIDS (REACH) grant,

which supports the improvement of HIV/
AIDS-focused policy and advocacy activities
at community-based organizations in nine
states of the U.S. South. This is the first year
that Texas has been included, and Legacy is
one of three agencies across the state to receive
funding.

“Reducing new HIV transmissions in
the Houston and Gulf Coast region through
prevention, education, and testing is one of
Legacy’s top priorities,” says Katy Caldwell,
executive director for Legacy Community
Health. “Through the Southern REACH grant,
we will develop programs that help shape re-
sponsible HIV/AIDS public policy and address
the underlying factors contributing to the high
rates of HIV/AIDS in Houston.”

Over the nextyear, Legacy will facilitate a
number of activities that will result in a five-
year plan to reduce new HIV cases in Houston.
The project, titled Ending New Diagnoses
(END) HIV/AIDS Houston, will bring together
community and agency leaders from across the
city to identify and solidify steps that must be
taken to improve health outcomes for Housto-
nians.

“The key to the success of this projectis
thinking in terms of intersectionality,” says
Ray. “We will have all of our traditional HIV/
AIDS partners at the table, but in order to truly
address the problem, we must consider other
factors that have an impact. Faith, LGBT, com-
munities of color, domestic violence, housing,
employment, and criminal justice all play ma-
jorroles in why we are where we are today.”

The plan will kick off on March 29 with
atwo-day symposium that will both present
the state of the disease at the national, state,
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county, and local levels, as well as give partici-
pants an opportunity to break into workgroups
to begin assignments that will take place over
the next four months.

“The symposium will be by invitation only,
because we felt that it was important for at-
tendees to commit to the work that will have
to take place in order to make this successful,”
says Ray. “We’ve been working closely with the
Health Law and Policy Clinic at Harvard Law
School to help design the structure of the sym-
posium, as well as the direction for the work-
groups. But ultimately, we want a community-
driven plan. They are the experts.”

Workgroups will meet monthly through
July, and participants will then have one more
opportunity to come together and provide
feedback on the results before the document is
released for final printing. The five-year plan
will be available to everyone on December 1,
2016, which is World AIDS Day.

“Putting together the plan is the easy part,”
Ray says. “The real work begins with imple-
mentation. But Houston is a progressive city
that gets things done. We're looking forward
to joining the ranks of Seattle, New York State,
and Atlanta in coming up with a comprehen-
sive plan to address HIV/AIDS.”

Januari Leo is the director of public affairs for
Legacy Community Health. You can follow her
on Twitter at @januarileo.

®

Positive Change

The Southern REACH grant will help develop
programs that help shape responsible HIV/
AIDS public policy and address the underly-
ing factors contributing to the high rates of
HIV/AIDS in Houston.
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2150 West 18th Street 77008 (3rd. floor)

Monday - Thursday: 9 am - 6 pm
Friday: 8 am - 5 pm

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY.

Information & schedule of testing locations:

hacstxs.org/testing
testing@hacstxs.org
facebook.com/TheTurnDupProject

HACS

HOUSTON AREA COMMUNITY SERVICES

www.hacstxs.org
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Hungry for Victory

The 6th annual Gay and
Lesbian Victory Fund
Houston Champagne Brunch
returns this spring.

By Ryan M. Leach

pringtime in Houston is rife with op-

portunities to support worthy causes.

But with so many galas, luncheons,
campaigns, and cocktail receptions, it is easy
to get lost in the shuffle. Since 2010, one event
hasbeen able to rise above the rest—a unique
celebration of leadership within one of the
most politically active communities in Hous-
ton. This eventis, of course, the Gay and Les-
bian Victory Fund Champagne Brunch.

The 2016 brunch will take its sixth annual
victory lap at the Corinthian in downtown
Houston on Sunday, April 17. The crowd,
comprised of political Houston’s top movers
and shakers, will again don their best pastels
and gather to raise funds to help elect openly
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people
to office.

And Houston has quite a bit to boast about.
Aside from helping to elect former mayor An-
nise Parker to citywide office nine times, the
Victory Fund has also given support to council
members Sue Lovell, Mike Laster, and Robert
Gallegos. (The latter two are currently serv-
ing at City Hall.) But most notably, the Victory
Fund helps elect LGBT officials nationwide.
The organization was integral to electing the
first openlylesbian U.S. senator from Wiscon-
sin, Tammy Baldwin. A major theme animat-
ing Victory Fund campaigns is that by having
LGBT-elected officials at the table, it helps
keep anti-LGBT civil-rights legislation off of
the menu.

“The event has been hugely successful
every year. We’ve maxed out our venues and
increased the amount of dollars raised for
LGBT candidates again and again,” says event
co-chair Tammi Wallace.

The Victory in Houston team has made
an effort to open up the event to everyone. “In
2015, we had a sponsor underwrite seats for
LGBT seniors, which was a first. We have de-

DALTON DEHART
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Victorious

The Victory Fund Brunch co-chairs Ryan Lindsay (|) and Tammi Wallace (r) present Annise Parker
with the inaugural Mayor Annise Parker Award at the organization’s 2015 brunch.

cided to incorporate that annually, along with
seats for LGBT youth leaders,” she says.

Returning to co-chair with Wallace is an-
otherlocal Victory Fund board member, Ryan
Lindsay. Under their leadership, in 2015, the
Mayor Annise Parker Award was introduced
to honor community leaders who have contrib-
uted significantly to the political advancement
of Houston’s LGBT community. Past honorees
were Bruce Smith and the late Tony Carroll.
Thisyearitisbeing presented to attorneys
Debbie Hunt and her wife, the late Connie
Moore.

About the honorees, Lindsay says, “At our
first meeting of the year Tammi suggested
Debbie and Connie, and mentioned Connie’s
difficult battle with cancer. We got news that
Connie passed away the next day. The decision
to give the award to Debbie and Connie was
unanimous. The legal team of Moore & Hunt
has broken down massive barriers in Texas to
successfully form and protect LGBT families.
Before marriage equality was even on the hori-
zon, they navigated our laws, strategized ven-
ues, and made it possible to provide security
for gay parents.”

Wallace agrees, “We can count ourselves
incredibly fortunate as a community that Con-
nie and Debbie have been such a vital part of
our advancement. You can read the hundreds
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of Facebook messages when Connie passed,
reflecting the appreciation and honor for both
her and Debbie—especially from the hundreds
and hundreds of LGBT families that they have
helped over the years.”

“[Connie] would probably say that there
are many others who have done so much more
for the community, and deserve this kind of
recognition for their work,” Debbie says about
her wife’s legacy that will be honored in April.
“Connie really enjoyed what she did for our cli-
ents in championing the cause for LGBT family
rights, but she never thought it was anything
extraordinary. It’s just what she did—it’s what
we both do.”

The event also features speakers from
around the country who have benefitted from
the support of the Victory Fund. This year’s
speakers are City Council Member LaWana
Mayfield from Charlotte, North Carolina,
and State Representative David Richardson
from Florida. Both Mayfield and Richardson
will offer up their inspiring stories of victory,
in hopes of perhaps opening the wallets of
brunch-goers hungry for another LGBT elec-
tion victory.

Of course, LGBT Houstonians are hungrier
than ever for awin after the terrible defeat
of the Houston Equal Rights Ordinance in
November—aloss that reinforced the —
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ADVERTORIAL

BRAD ODOM-HARRIS FOR
PRIDE HOUSTON'’S 2016 MALE GRAND MARSHAL

rad Odom-Harris has been and continues
to be a caring and steadfastly involved

member of Houston’s
LGBTQ community. Com-
mitted to celebrating our
community’s successes and
working to push for further
advancement, Brad takes
great satisfaction in his past
involvement with Pride
Houston, having served on
its board of directors for five
years (2005 — 2010), two of
which he served as President
(2007 —2009).

Since his time with Pride

Brad has also volunteered at countless events
over the past 15 years, providing audio equipment

and DJ services free of charge to
organizations including Pride
Houston, The Montrose Counseling
Center, EPAH, and HRC. Brad has
been a member of HRC’s Federal
Club since 1999 and HRC’s Federal
Club Council since 2011.

For these reasons and so many
more, Brad Odom-Harris is the right
choice for Pride Houston’s 2016
Male Grand Marshal. For more
information on Brad and his record
of service, please visit his Facebook

Brad Odom-Harris page (www.facebook.com/

Houston, Brad has continued to stay active in the ~ PrideGrandMarshalBradOdomHarris/) and be
community, working to address the issues facing  sure to go online and vote for Brad Odom-Harris at
Houston’s LGBT homeless youth. In 2011, Brad ~ www.pridehouston.org/about/grand-marshal-voting-2016/
helped open the S.A.F.E. Spot, a daily drop-in

shelter, and currently serves on the HRC Houston
Steering Committee, coordinating HRC’s ef-
forts with area homeless youth organizations and
organizing HRC’s annual MLK Day of Service

to collect clothing, food, and other essentials for

Montrose Grace Place.

Brad BRAD ODOM-HARRIS

@ Odom-Harris FOR PRIDE HOUSTON’S
¢ 2016 MALE GRAND
MARSHAL

MARCH 17 - 27

[ sromergny,
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HUNGRY FOR VICTORY

continued from previous page

importance of the annual brunch and the mis-
sion of the Victory Fund. This event focuses on
looking forward and making sure that LGBT
people are represented at all levels of govern-
ment, and on building momentum to broaden
equality for Houstonians, Texans, and people
throughout the country.

Thisyear’s honorary event chair is Travis
Torrence, who is with Shell. He will join Lind-
say, Wallace, and the rest of the Victory Fund
board to raise a toast to celebrate past victories
and those yet to come.

This event traditionally sells out, but all are
welcome to attend and learn more about getting
involved—not only with the brunch, but with all
of the organization’s other activities that further
its mission. For brunch ticket information, you
can search online at victoryfund.org.

What: The 6th annual Gay and Lesbian
Victory Fund Houston Champagne Brunch

When: Sunday, April 17,11 a.m.

Where: The Corinthian, 202 Fannin
Details: victoryfund.org

Ryan M. Leach is a community activist who

is also a former board member of the Victory
Fund. Heis dedicated to the social and political
advancement of the LGBT community. Email
him at ryanleach@outsmartmagazine.com.

TUTSUNDERGROUND.COM
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Restarting at Zero

Introducing the pastor
at Kindred Montrose.

By Neil Ellis Orts

Church in the heart of Montrose held its

last worship service and officially closed.
Atthat same worship service, anew commu-
nity known as Kindred was born.

Still affiliated with the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in America, still a Christian
community striving to offer radical welcome
to all people, and still the site for many com-
munity programs (such as Montrose Grace
Place, aministry to homeless youth), Kindred
isa “restart”—achance to try new things in an
old setting.

At present, Kindred is meeting at 6:30
on Wednesday nights at Café Campesino
(2602 Waugh Drive) for prayer, study, and
community-building. On March 20, they will
begin weekly Sunday worship in the original
church building at 2515 Waugh—but not in
the mornings. They’ll be gathering in the late
afternoon at 5:30 p.m. “It’s going to be ‘dinner
church’—the idea of church, but over dinner,”
explains pastor Ashley Dellagiacoma. “We’ll
be worshiping at tables and chairs, much like
Jesus might have gathered with his friends and
disciples and shared sacred stories and con-
templated their significance in our lives.”

I chatted with Pastor Dellagiacoma about
what she hopes this new venture might offer to
their Montrose neighborhood.

I n January, 94-year-old Grace Lutheran

Neil Ellis Orts: Let’s start with the
obvious. Why the name change and
restart?

©

A Common Language

Starting on March 20, Kindred will begin hosting weekly Sunday worship in the old
Grace Lutheran Church. These “dinner church” gatherings, as Kindred pastor
Ashley Dellagiacoma (far right) calls them, will be held at 5:30 p.m.

Ashley Dellagiacoma: Churches and com-
munities get stuck in the same patterns and
rhythms. That’s a cycle into which new life
can’t enter very easily. So the idea of the restart
is that you have a community that values diver-
sity and justice and the gospel, the radical idea
that God loves us no matter what. We’re look-
ing to the neighborhood and the community for
who itis now, and let that shape who we are as
a Christian community. That means actually
getting to know our neighbors and figure out
how to be good neighbors [to them], which is
what we're called to do as the Church—to care
for our neighbors as ourselves. We get to take
the tradition of the Lutheran Church and play
with it alittle and take it where the Spirit and
God’s people lead us. Montrose is still a vibrant
community, and that says to me God is still on

OutSmartMagazine.com |

the move and doing things. It’s up to us to fig-
ure out where we can jump in.

You write in your first blogpost on the
Kindred website that this is a chance
to bring the church back to “zero.”
What does that mean to you?

We're asking, “If you had a blank slate to do
anything, what would you do?” Everythingis
on the table—except for us being welcoming
and inclusive for people of all orientations

and identities and racial make-ups and socio-
economic status. Thatis the only thing that is
not negotiable. We're still Lutheran—that’s the
foundation of who we are. But we're not stuck
having to do everything the way we’ve always
done it. We're not tied down by the way it’s al-
ways been. —
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Losing your hair is scary
But doing something about
it doesn’t have to be.

Finalist

BEST
PIZZZA
g =
- h Hand-crafted pasta and wood fired Y 4 -
neapolitan style pizzas. o

- Pure & simple

3333 Weslayan ¢ 77027
713-892-8100

BROKERS ONLY

Buying or Selling,
put your home
Broker’s Hands.

7113.302.7036

jmorgan@brokersonly.org | www.brokersonly.org
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RESTARTING AT ZERO

continued from previous page

Do you have a core group of people
coming with you from Grace?

We do. Grace made this decision to restart. It
wasn’t decided for them by the powers-that-
be in the Lutheran Church. They made this
bold choice. There are people who were part of
Grace who are anxious to see what is possible.
These are people who have been committed to
the Montrose community. They’re just good
people. They really care for one another. They
call and check in on each other. That love re-
mains, and we’re trying to mobilize it and in-
vite more people into that relationship.

If you were going to extend an invita-
tion to people who don’t have a histo-
ry with church, what would you say?

I think one of the barriers to church is language.
The church often comes across as a foreign
language. A meal is a common language that we
can all participate in and contribute to. My hope
is that by gathering around a table for worship, [it
won’t look like] a spiritual hierarchy. A mealis a
common language. A meal is something we can
share in a sacred setting, in our homes, or in a bar.
T hopeitis something that people feel like they
can contribute to. If it’s just me and this leader-
ship team of dreamers sitting at 2515 Waugh
Drive trying to think of what might be interest-
ing, or what we think God is saying, we're going
to miss something. We’re going to build a church
thatlooks justlike us. There’s more out there,
so L hope people will lend their voices to this.

What would you say to people who
were once involved in a church and
left for one reason or another?

Let’s be honest. The Church has hurt people
and left them out to dry when they needed this
unconditional community the most. We need
tobe honest about that part of our history. I
think it’s true of all of us—we’re broken people
and we screw up, but we can’t figure it out on
our own. I don’t want to sugarcoat it for people.
I don’t want to say Kindred is totally differ-
ent—we’re still going to mess up and we’re still
going to put our foot in our mouth. But we’re
creating a culture where it’s okay to say that.
It’s okay to say we messed up, and let’s try
something new. Let’s invite our critics into the
tent and let them shape us, too. But more than
targeting an audience, it’s about getting back to
the simple act of following God and loving—not
in an overly flowery or romanticized way, but
in arisky and profound and earthy way. I think
that takes out some of the parts of church that
have been poisonous in the past. Again, we’ll
[mess up]—we’re really good at it—but the mo-
tivator and the core of it is just going back to
this crazy gospel thing. I think that connects
with people who have been broken and hurt.

Neil Ellis Orts is the author of a novella, Cary
and John.
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THANK YOU TO OUR 2016 BUNNIES ON THE BAYOU CORPORATE SPONSORS:

AIDS Foundation Houston - Camp Hope
AIDS Foundation Houston - Stone Soup
AssistHers

Bayou City Performing Arts

Bering Omega - Dental Clinic

Bering Omega - Hospice

Epsilon Xi Gamma - LYFE

Homeless Gay Kids Houston

Houston Gaymers - Project Blue Shell
Houston Pride Band

HRC Foundation -

Houston Welcoming Schools Program

General Admission

V.I.P. Pass

$40 (Advance Purchase)
$50 at the Gate

% &
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Lesbian Health Initiative

Montrose Center - Holiday Baskets
Montrose Center -

There’s No Place Like Home Campaign
Montrose Center - Softball League
Montrose Grace Place

Out For Education

Pet Patrol

PRIDE Charities, Inc.

S
~xQJECT D) DeciuCenter

projectghouston.com

Texas Transgender Non Discrimination Summit

Thomas Street Patients Services
T.R.U.T.H. Project, Inc.

$125 (Advance Purchase)

$150 at the Gate

For Ticket Sales Locations or Online Ticket Sales, Volunteering and

Additional Information go to
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KAREN
@DERR

REALTORS

Helping you reach your real estate goals since 1994!

Traci Watts  Robyn Newburn  Shilpi Saha Melanie Miller
281-802-1877 409-350-9788 832-647-9433 281-216-6323

FEATURED LISTING OF THE MONTH:

Houston Heights Custom with Pool!
Time for outdoor living! Six balconies and patios plus a
salt water pool all on a full size lot. Over 4100 custom s.f.
on prestigious Arlington. Zoned to Harvard. $1,285,000.

THANK YOU TO THE OUTSMART
READERS FOR VOTING ME

BEST REALTOR 2015!

&GREATEST

20157

1005 Heights Blvd.
Houston, TX 77008

713.875.7050

KarenDerr.com

Karen Derr, Owner
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Guiding

you through
life’s financial
decisions.

&GREATEST
Call to schedule a

complimentary consultation. *2015*
Winner
713 489 4322 BEST MALE
FINANCIAL
PLANNER/ADVISOR

RICK DICKSON, CFP®, MBA
(713) 489-4322

rdickson@GaleneFinancial.com
www.GaleneFinancial.com

Securities offered through LPL financial, member FINRA/SIPC

*CarrollClinic

4101 GREENBRIAR, SuitE 208, Houston, TX

713.520.6360




A Small-Town Haven

LGBT programs at Sam Houston State University.

By Bradley Donalson

With the population increasing by over

100,000 new residents every year, newly
minted Houstonians enjoy being in a major
metropolitan environment complete with all
the perks of a strong LGBT support system.
With the Montrose Center, the Diana Founda-
tion, Legacy Community Health Services, one
of the largest MCC churches in the country,
and an active social scene, it is easy for people
who have lived here for any length of time to
forget that such perks are unheard of in places
that aren’t that far away.

The Bearkats of Sam Houston State Uni-
versity (SHSU) are only 70 miles from central
Houston, but that can be too far for someone
looking to feel connected

I fyou're new to Houston, you aren’t alone.

ment for LGBT students on campus, Miller
claims it has definitely improved. He tells how
LGBT students feel like they have a place at
the table when dealing with the administra-
tion. “Even if they don’t get it right, [students]
see the willingness of the administration and
faculty to struggle with the issues in an effort
to supportthem.”

Dr. Miller and the Haven project were also
instrumental in helping form the student or-
ganization GSK—which can stand for either
Gamma Sigma Kappa or Gay/Straight Kats—
as the functional gay-straight alliance on cam-
pus. Charlene Perezis the current president
of GSK, and she describes the organization as
“the LGBT advocacy organization on campus

at Sam Houston State Univer-

to an LGBT community. In LGBT students feel sity focusing on support, edu-

2008, Dr. Drew Miller (cur- like they have a place cation, political activism, and

rently the school’s assistant t the table when building social relationships.”

vice president of student @ ? @ .e © With events such as Freedom

services and executive direc- deall'ng w1th.the to Marry Day, the Transgender
administration.

tor for counseling and health
services) and one of his col-
leagues decided to help LGBTIQ students on
campus by starting the Haven program. Miller
conceived the project in response to hearing
students complain that “they weren’t really
supported or understood or appreciated” and
were unsure about who to turn to. Haven offers
training sessions to anyone who wants tolearn
more about the community and the unique
problems faced by people who identify as LG-
BTIQ. It also lists volunteer participants who
can serve as safe contacts for students who are
inneed. From the get-go, Haven has attracted
a steady number of faculty, staff, and student
participants. The Haven website lists only
email addresses for students, while the 42 fac-
ulty and staff currently listed have office loca-
tions, emails, and phone numbers published.
This web of support encourages a feeling
of'equality and acceptance on campus. When
asked about Haven’s impact on the environ-

Day of Remembrance, and an
Ally Week on the campus mall,
GSK helps toraise LGBT awareness in the
entire student population.

One of GSK’s major celebrations is an an-
nual Pride Week, which is March 14-19 this
year. GSK recently reached out to Pride Hous-
ton’s co-chair Teresa Carpenter for assistance,
and Perez says that Carpenter’s help has been
invaluable in helping them reach out to local
businesses, advertise Pride Week, and make
plansto grow the event in the future. “[Carpen-
ter] has brought such a great attitude and aura
into our group,” says Perez. Events this year
will include a movie night, Pride Prom, avigil,
adrag/talent show, a “Sex in the Dark” open
discussion (Where anonymous questions about
sex education are read and answered in a dark
room), and a picnic.

Asasmall towninrural Texas, it would be
alltoo easy to assume that Huntsville is a tense
place for LGBT students. As a counselor, Miller
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puts things in perspective by explaining the
biggest frustration he hears from students is
simply the difficulty with finding someone to
date. “When you hear people being frustrated
with things of that nature, the overall climate
is not as bad as people [assume].”

More information about Haven can be
found at shsu.edu/campus_life/haven, and
information about GSK can be found at their
Facebook page.

Bradley Donalson is a frequent contributor to
OuTSMART magazine.

O]

LGBT Support in Huntsville

Gamma Sigma Kappa (or Gay/Straight Kats)

is the gay-straight alliance on Sam Houston
State University’s campus. The group will host its
annual Pride Week on March 14-19.
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Step into spring with these sleek and simple home furnishings.

By Kevin Hamby, RID

¢¢White is the
quintessential
companion to all
colors, providing
a strong contrast
in space that can
carry the eye to
the next color with
ease. )

pringis onits way, and it’s time to sim-
Splify our surroundings. Crisp white is

the new gray, so why not change into
this season’s inspiring hue?

Changing your attitude and feelings about
your home can be quite challenging. We often
regard the items in our home as valuable, heir-
loom, and sentimental, so it’s a struggle to re-
linquish some of them so you can contemplate
anew way ofliving.

The best way to inject some fresh air into
your domicile is to start small. It can be a cozy
nook in the living room, guest bedroom, or even
the bathroom—any space that you feel can han-
dle the change without too much disruption.

Some of us have a negative reaction to us-
ing white within our surroundings because
of the perception that it’s difficult to keep
clean and perfect. But with today’s technology,
stains on finishes and textiles are a thing of
the past. Walls can be painted in an eggshell
finish that can be wiped down. All-polyester
slipcovers that feel comparable to fine linen
can be thrown in the wash. White doesn’t have
tobe scary! In fact, white is the quintessential
companion to all colors, providing a strong
contrastin a space that can carry the eye to the
next color with ease. White is sophisticated
and calming, and if used correctly, enhances
objects in away that’s similar to what we see at
an art gallery or museum. And it can make that
family heirloom look even more special.

Let’s start with the basics. Benjamin Moore
(benjaminmoore.com) “Simply White” OC-117
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is their color of the year. This hue has a soft
glow that is not too stark. Itlooks bestin a flat
finish, but if you have more of a maintenance
issue, then stick with the eggshell finish. Paint
the walls, doors, and trim all the same color
and finish to create a continuous canvas.

If you are looking to update the bedroom or
living room this spring, High Fashion Home

“Simply White” OC-117
® Benjamin Moore (benjaminmoore.com)

(highfashionhome.com) Silk Dupioni Drapery
Panel in Milk White (in the 10-foot length) is
great for puddling on the floor. Use simple and
timeless drapery hardware, and install close
to the ceiling for a dramatic effect that lets the
richness of the textile embrace the surround-
ings. Drapery helps to soften the hard architec-
tural edges of aroom, allowing the space to feel
more relaxed. —

BENJAMIN MOORE
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THe Pure PerrecTiON OF WHITE

continued from page 58

0}
14 oz. Pure White Duck
Cloth Canvas Slipcover

Theliving room, being one of the main rooms
for entertaining, should create comfort and en-
courage easy socializing without the formality.
This can be achieved in any context, from a small
apartment to alarge home. It’s all about incorpo-
rating layers of unique and dynamic furnishings
into the space. Most people will run out and buy
the entire room at a big-box store, but Ilike to cul-
tivate amix of old and new furnishings to give the
space an inviting “lived-in” look. That is why when
the old sofa or lounge chair needs an update, I look
to slipcovers rather than new upholstery. My new
source is LS Slipcovers (Isslipcovers.com). Laura
Siebert will visit your home and custom-fit your
furniture with an array of affordable and durable
textile selections. I prefer the 14-o0z. Pure White
Duck Cloth Canvas for slipcovers; it’s durable
without compromising comfort. The slipcover can
be stain-treated, and you could also have it profes-
sionally cleaned.

o LS Slipcovers (Isslipcovers.com)

Mixing old and new creates a great feeling,
as does mixing different styles of furnishings.
There’s no better way to express “eclectic”
than by using a traditional classic wooden side
table with a modern lounge chair. The polished
stainless-steel Major Chair in white leather
from Mitchell Gold+Bob Williams (mgh-
whome.com) can create a timeless look with an
injection of sleek lines. The contrast this cre-
ates with other furniture styles is sublime.

Refined versus rustic. When defininga
space, it’s important to break lines and tradi-
tions by using one or two pieces that are natu-
ral or organic. For example, the live-edge table
from Arka Living (arkaliving.com) creates
warmth and reflectiveness to an otherwise
uniform space. —

®
Maijor Chair in Polished Stainless Steel Finish
o Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams (mgbwhome.com)

©
O] Living-Edge Artisan Wood
Silk Dupioni Drapery Panel in Milk White Coffee Table with Stone Base
e High Fashion Home (highfashionhome.com) e Arka Living (arkaliving.com)
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6959 Harwin Dr. | Ste. 103 | Houston 77036
PH: 713.977.0747 | FX: 713-977-0749

COLOR, CREATIVITY, & STYLE!

by - S0

SOMETHING

SIMPLE OR EXOTIC

We have the talent and experience  { SAYEST
to achieve your design and budget! 2019

New Construction
Plaster, Tile, Coping & Deck Replacement
Water Features, Outdoor Kitchens, Pergolas. Complete renovation.

Houston, Texas 713.4479201 | tranquilitypoolco1983@gmail.com




THe Pure PerrecTioN oF WHITE

continued from page 60

Scavolini Easy Storage Units ® Scavolini (scavolini.us)

Creating the right wall unit for all of your audio-video gear can be a challenge, and stor-
age can be an issue in any room. But Scavolini (scavolini.us) makes it look easy by incorpo-
rating sleek lines with a combination of contemporary colors. Most of their pieces are wall-
mounted, which creates a more integrated architectural approach to the space.

Lighting is the most important
component in a space, and we’d
be remiss if we did not explore its
many possibilities. Without light,
you would not be able to enjoy
color. The Archer floor lamp from
Cantoni (cantoni.com) creates
illumination with dynamic style.
The tensile arched arm and the
round drum shade creates an il-
luminated canopy over the seating
arrangement, while exploring the
verticality of the space.

©
The Archer Floor Lamp by Robert Abbey

e Cantoni (cantoni.com)

0]
“Flutter” Rug by Rusty Arena
® AER Textiles (aertextiles.com)

No floor is complete without a suitable
rug. Rusty Arenais alocal Houston artist
who has created hand-painted wall coverings
and distinguished textiles over the past three
decades. His new rugline from AER Textiles
(aertextiles.com) will give any room elegance
and artistry. “Flutter,” with its white and grey
tones, can ground a seating arrangement and
charm any space.

Art by Patrick Renner (patrickrennerart.com)

Lastbutnotleast, you cannot finish aroom without attention to
the blank canvas that is the walls. It doesn’t matter what artwork is
selected, because artis a subjective, personal decision. Patrick Renner
(patrickrennerart.com) is a Houston artist of the famed Montrose Blvd.
Funnel Tunnel, and has investment artwork available. His medium of
painted boards creates the punch of inspirational color needed to com-
plete our “pure perfection” white concept.

Kevin Hamby is a registered interior designer in the state of Texas, professor of interior design at Houston Com- Dig the DIY scene? learn
munity College, and owner of Kevin Hamby Designs. His award-winning interior-design work spans residential to make your own stylish
and commercial projects from Minute Maid Park to River Oaks Country Club. kevinhambydesigns.com pet bed [on the next pagel.
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How to Make aDIY

Mid-Century-Modern Pet Bed

Let your furry friend relax in retro style.

hat was once old is definitely new

again as mid-century modern furni-
ture sweeps its way back into this year’s top
home interior trends. But those angled table
legs and simple, sleek lines aren’t just for hu-
man enjoyment. Thanks to this DIY project

MATERIALS:
* Pet pillow
* Plywood
* Screws
» Wood glue
» Round tapered wood table legs (4)
* Angled table leg brackets (4)
» Painter’s tape
« Paint (any color)
* Paintbrush

INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Start by purchasing a square pet pil-
low that will accommodate your furry
friend’s size. You will base your measure-
ments for the bed frame size on this
pillow.

2. Depending on the size of the pet pillow,
youwill need to purchase 1-2 sheets of
plywood to create the base and three
sides of the bed frame. You can cut the
sheet(s) yourselfto fit the appropriate di-
mensions for your pillow, or have it done
at the home-improvement store.

3. Once you have your pieces cut, align
the sides on top of the base to form abox
that’s open in the front.

from Our Nerd Home, your furry friends can be
just as stylish with their very own mid-century
petbed. Get your creative juices flowing and
follow the instructions below. Barks and purrs
of joy are guaranteed! —Megan Smith

(3]

o i

4. Line the seams with a small amount of
wood glue before screwing the sides into
the base. Set aside.

5. Take your four table legs and use the
painter’s tape to tape off all metal parts.
Using your favorite color, paint the table
legs. Let them sit until fully dry.

6. Screw one table leg bracket on to each cor-
ner of the bottom of the bed frame’s base.
Attach onelegto each bracket.

7. Paint the bed frame to match the
table legs.

8. Add your four-legged friend and enjoy!

This project was originally featured on Our Nerd
Home. For more information: ournerdhome.com.
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Wheel Love 2016

Automotive trends to ponder
by James Hurst

According to Global Investing Insights, the automotive industry is facing some global changes which will impact everyone, as well as other in-
dustries across the world. With the reduction in fossil-fuel consumption, the automotive industry is gradually moving toward renewable sources
of energy. As electric vehicles plug into the grid to charge, some will be able to upload power back to the grid during times of high demand.
In addition, autonomous vehicles (also known as “driverless vehicles”) are on the horizon to upend our concept of the open road. With the
advances in technology and computers, some of the first industries to feel the impact will be the taxi/rental car and delivery-service industries.
Eventually, the consumer on the open road will experience the winds of change. Until then, OutrSmarT would like to introduce you to some
interesting automobiles for 2016 —they range from practical and fun-loving to exuberant and over-the-top.

BUICK

Buick Cascada

Buick introduces the all-new Cascada for 2016. This luxury convertible is designed to let you enjoy the open road with the top up or down.
The premium softtop features acoustic and thermal insulation for comfortable all-season driving. With the pull of a lever, it transforms from
a quiet sedan to a convertible in only 17 seconds, while driving up to 31 m.p.h. Buick designed the Cascada with long doors and the Easy
Entry system that tilts and automatically slides the front seats forward for convenient access to the back row. Advanced technologies include
available OnStar 4GLTE with a WiFi hotspot to keep you connected as you explore the open road. Cascada is powered by a 1.6L 200

hp turbocharged engine and features a sport lowered chassis, Stabilitrak technology, 20-inch wheels, and Hiper Strut Suspension. Starting
price for this sexy new Buick is $33,065.
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Cadillac CTé

For 2016, Cadillac introduces the firstever CT6 sedan. This bold, innovative platform creates a beautifully crafted automobile with
an available 3.0L V6 Twin Turbo engine. The CTé interior is designed to stimulate your senses with custom-stained exotic woods,
rich leathers, excellent craftsmanship, and a Bose Panaray Sound System. Cadillac offers collision-avoidance technology through
an assortment of radar, cameras, and ultrasonic sensors that detect potential hazards. The CTé has available 4-wheel steering
which, combined with the innovative fusion technologies, creates a high-strength frame for quieter acoustics. The increased rigidity
makes for a beautiful sedan with precise handling. The CTé is available from Cadillac today, starting at $53,495.

KIAUSA

Kia Sedona

Exceptional style, sportiness, and versatility are all good descriptions for this minivan from Kia. It has room for eight, stor-
age for the necessities, and a long list of standard and optional safety features. The 2016 Sedona offers multiple seating
configurations, is powered by a 276 hp V6, six-speed transmission, and has a variety of technologically advanced features,
including available Smart Cruise Control and BlindSpot Detfection with Lane Change Assist. The Sedona is arguably the
bestlooking minivan available today. Sedona’s pricing starts at $26,995 for the base model and climbs up into the mid
$40,000 range, depending on the options one checks off. A well-equipped, leatherlined EX can run around $33,195.
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Range Rover Discovery Sport

LAND ROVER USA

The 2016 Discovery Sport can be described as a modern, well-proportioned midsize luxury SUV. According to Range Rover, it

is designed for those who want to go off the beaten path and explore. The styling is smooth, clean, and simple. The Sport offers

plenty of passenger space in the first and second rows, while the folding third-row seating is best suited for storage and/or small

children. Range Rover offers the Discovery Sport with a turbocharged 2.0L four-cylinder engine producing 240 hp and 250

pound-feet of torque. It is mated to a nine-speed automatic transmission sending power to all four wheels. The capable all-wheel

drive and Terrain Response system adjusts the Discovery's parameters for optimum traction on various surfaces such as snow,

mud, or sand. This luxury SUV starts at $37,455.
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Fiat 500X

The 2016 Fiat 500X is built on a new global
platform that the 500X shares with the Jeep
Renegade. This subcompact crossover should
broaden Fiat's appeal, as it is more comfortable,
has better-quality materials, and caters better to
the North American mindset. The base model
(designated as the Pop trim) is powered by a
1.4L four-cylinder engine producing 160 hp and
mated to a standard six-speed manual gearbox.
Four additional trim levels are offered, powered
by a 2.4L four-cylinder engine producing 180
hp, with a nine-speed automatic transmission.
The Fiat 500X options include an all-wheel drive
system. Base prices range from the Pop, starting
at $20,900, upward to the Trekking Plus trim
that begins at $28,900.
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2016 Kia Forte: $1,000 Kia bonus cash.Cash Back from Kla Motors America, Inc (KMA) Must take delivery from participating dealer and from retail stock from 3/1/2016 to 3/31/16. Kia Cash back offer when you purchase a new car only and may not be combined with Special LOW
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This incentive s for a limited ti ible Ki les. Not all incentive programs are compaitable. Vehicles pictured for illustration purposes only. See dealer for details.
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BMW USA

BMW 435i Gran Coupe

The 2016 BMW Gran Coupe can be described as a sedan that works like a hatchback. On the surface, the Gran Coupe looks like
any traditional sedan, but open the decklid, and a lifigate hinges open from the roofline, revealing convenience and utility, especially
with rear seats folded. Gran Coupe buyers can choose all-wheel drive or a more efficient four-cylinder engine mated to an eight-speed
automatic transmission. The 435i is powered by a turbocharged DOHC 24-valve inline 6 delivering 300 hp and 300 pound-feet of
torque. The entry level 428i Gran Coupe starts at $41,650 and rises to $49,950 for the 2016 XDrive 435i. Of course, the BMW 4
Series is available in a wide array of choices, from the coupe to the convertible and iconic M4.

LINCOLN MOTOR COMPANY

Lincoln Black Label MKC

The 2016 MKC is Lincoln’s sport crossover with the refinement of a luxury sedan. This very attractive vehicle sports a low roofline
with a sculpted exterior. The Black Label MKC is considered the top-ofthe-line model. For 2016, the Lincoln offers a whole new
personalized and exclusive experience, starting with a choice of either scheduling a dealership visit or a personal shopping-assistant
meeting at your home or office. During the visit, the Black Label representative will detail the various options available for your
vehicle, which include Venetian leathers, microsuede, wood trim, and four available designer “themes.” Black Label customers are
treated to an exceptionally comprehensive ownership package. These perks include unlimited “anytime” car washes, free loaner,
pickup/delivery, and a “Culinary Collection” membership to a curated list of restaurants nationwide. The Lincoln Black Label MKC is
certainly designed to catch your eye and create an experience. Starting at $46,455.
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Dreams Do Come True. Black Label Member Privileges

Welcome to Lincoln Black Label, a personalized 4-Year / 50,000 Miles Premium Maintenance
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Mercedes-Benz GLE Coupe

This newest member of the Mercedes-Benz family is a very attractive,
muscular SUV. The 2016 GLE Coupe is described as an SUV with the
heart and soul of a sports car, powered by a 3.0L bi-turbo V-6 produc-
ing 362 hp and 384 pound-feet of torque. Of course, the GLE offers
all the latest technology, from the available Parking Assist Package
and Surround View system to the Bang & Olufsen BeoSound premium
sound system. This newest member of the Mercedes-Benz family should
prove to be a formidable challenger to the rest of the pack. The GLE
starts at $65,100.

MERCEDES-BENZ USA

OuTSMART
Community-Supportive
Auto Dealerships
in this issue:

Advantage BMW Midiown
1305 Gray at Caroline
713.289.1200

advantagebmwhouston.com

Beck & Masten Buick GMC South
12820 Gulf Freeway
713.947.4111

beckmastensouth.com

Beck & Masten Kia
25503 Tomball Parkway
281.539.1111

beckmastenkia.com

Central Houston Cadillac
2520 Main
713.874.0900

centralhoustoncadillac.com

Clear Lake Fiat
15695 Gulf Freeway
281.617.4923

fiatusaofclearlake.com

Land Rover Houston Central
7019 Old Katy Road Houston
713.293.6100

landroverhouston.com

Planet Lincoln
20403 1-45 North
281.539.4900

planetlincoln.com
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VOLVO USA

Volvo XC90

The all-new Volvo XC90 has been named the
2016 North American Truck of the Year. It
should prove to be the safest, most advanced,
most powerful, and most efficient luxury vehicle
they have ever made. Traditionally known

for their boxy designs and safety, Volvo has
taken Scandinavian design to a new level with
an SUV that is beautiful, both inside and out.
The all-new supercharged and turbocharged
four-cylinder engine produces 316 hp and
296 pound-feet of torque, and is mated to

an all-new automatic eight-speed Geartronic
transmission. Pricing begins at $43,950. B

IAGUUA R

— iy,

WWW.JAGUARHOUSTONCENTRAL.COM

FIAT
of Clear Lake

ALL 2015 FIAT MODELS
MUST GO | nseraearsoorone

832.300.1440

15695 Gulf Freeway » Webster, TX 77598
www.clearlakefiat.com

7019 & 7025 OLD KATY ROAD = ROVER
HOUSTON, TX 77024
(713) 293“6100 WWW.LANDROVERHOUSTOMN.COM
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The regional premiere
of End of the Rainbow at
Stages Repertory Theatre.

By Donalevan Maines

ightly dusting Judy Garland’s face with

makeup, her confidant Anthony says,

“Justlook straight ahead and don’t
move amuscle.”

Judy replies, “That’s what Minnelli said to
me when we were having sex.”

Minnelli? That would be director Vincente,
father of Liza and one of Judy’s several gay
ex-husbands, while Anthony is “an amalgam,”
actor L. Jay Meyer says regarding the charac-
ter he plays in the regional premiere of Peter
Quilter’s musical drama End of the Rainbow at
Stages Repertory Theatre.

Anthony shares the stage with two real-
life characters, Judy and her “fifth and final”
husband, Mickey Deans, who enters on her arm
five years after a famously disastrous concert
tour in Australia.

Did I mention that Judy met Deans at his. ..
gay ... bar, and that he gave her drugs that night?

Oh, Judy, Judy, Judy.

“She certainly surrounded herself with gay
men—even married a few,” says Meyer, who came
out on the first National Coming Out Day in 1988.

“Through Liza” is how actor H.R. Bradford
came tolearn about Judy.

“Imust have been 15 or 16 when I saw
Cabaret, onvideo,” says Bradford. “That per-
formance. The sound and the look. The danc-
ing! [Bob] Fosse got me. I loved it so much that I
started researching Liza and her mother, Judy
Garland. I am still learning things about her.”

Ithasn’t escaped the attention of Bradford,
who isn’t gay, how both Judy and Liza married
gay men. “On one [online] forum, someone
asked why gay men married Judy. The answer
was, ‘So they could meet Liza,” he laughs.

Meyer’s research reveals that Judy’s father
was also gay, so apparently it runs in the fam-
ily. It’s part of Judy’s herstory.

©

Timeless Talent

Judy Garland is the subject of End of the Rainbow, a play that runs March 2-April 10 at Stages.
Carolyn Johnson (clockwise from top right) plays Judy, H.R. Bradford plays “final” husband Mickey
Deans, Kenn Mclaughlin is the director, and L. Jay Meyer plays Anthony, an amalgam of characters.

The show’s out director, Kenn McLaughlin,
says, “No one, no one, no one gave as much of
her soul to the audience. Judy was so unique
and beautiful. The play is about the last
months of her life, and her story is so incred-
ibly painful to imagine. But then you get to her
songs, and you see how she communicated
beyond all of that. She really made a connec-
tion with gay people and the deep and secret
thingsin our hearts.”

As Judy in End of the Rainbow, veteran
Houston actress Carolyn Johnson is called
upon to sing, among other tunes, the classic
Judy hits “I Can’t Give You Anything But Love,
Baby,” “The Man that Got Away,” “When You're
Smiling,” “Get Happy,” “Come Rain or Come
Shine,” and, yes, “Over the Rainbow.”

Johnson, says Meyer, doesn’t disappoint.
“Oh God, she’s brilliant. She’s stunning. Re-
hearsals are a master class in watching someone
develop a character who is real, but not imper-
sonate them. [Not only does] Carolyn embody so
much of who Judy Garland was—her manner-
isms (she has clearly done her homework)—but
her voice is incredible. She is magical.”

McLaughlin adds, “Jaws have dropped.”

Johnson says her first reaction was to be

OutSmartMagazine.com |

“thrilled” at being cast as Judy Garland. “My
second reaction was to be completely over-
whelmed, because she is such anicon. You
can count [our true icons] on one hand: Elvis,
Marilyn Monroe, and Judy Garland. It’s a little
daunting because of all the expectations. The
first thing T had to do was let go of all of that. It
hasbeen an amazingly enlightening process.”

Johnson took abreak from rehearsing End
of the Rainbow to reprise her role in Horton
Foote’s A Coffin in Egyptlast month at Lincoln
Center in New York City.

The performance reunited Johnson with
other cast members from Coffin’s premiere
last year at Houston Grand Opera, plus the
New York presentation added Isabel Keating
in anonspeaking role. Coincidentally, Keating
played Judy Garland in the 2003 Broadway
production of The Boy from Oz, opposite Hugh
Jackman as one of Liza’s gay ex-husbands, the
late Peter Allen. Jackman won the Tony Award
for Best Leading Actor in a Musical, while Ke-
ating was nominated for Best Featured Actress
in a Musical (along with Beth Fowler as Allen’s
mother, the late Marion Woolnough).

Tracie Bennett as Judy and Michael Cump-
sty as Anthony were nominated for Tony —
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Awards when End of the Rainbow bowed on
Broadwayin 2012.

Stages bills the show as “a savagely funny
and deeply moving portrait of the beloved
American star. Showcasing Garland’s in-
domitable talent and wit, this musical drama
captures the majesty of her fearless perfor-
mances against the backdrop of her troubled
life offstage.”

After Judy Garland died on June 22,1969,
an estimated 20,000 fans filed through the fu-
neral home in New York City as she lay in state,
and 1,500 mourners stood outside the chapel
during her funeral service.

A routine police raid on the Stonewall Inn
gay bar in New York City occurred on June 28,
1969—just six days after Garland’s funeral.
The riot and protests that ensued are widely
regarded as the beginning of the gay civil rights
movement.

What: End of the Rainbow

When: March 2-April 10. OuTSMART night
at Stages will be held on March 9.

Where: Stages Repertory Theatre,
3201 Allen Parkway

Details: stagestheatre.com or 713.527.0123

Donalevan Maines is a regular contributor to
OuTSMART magazine.

PEST CONTROL
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Complete Pest Control Service
6 Month Warranty - on Standard Pest Control
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Call us to Protect your Investment

Call
Andy

for a free quote

¥ e
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Bloomin’ ‘Queens’

The world premiere of the
new musical The Sweet
Potato Queen:s.

By Donalevan Maines

be aline from the new musical

The Sweet Potato Queens, but
it’s actually advice from the grandmother of
out actor Dylan Godwin, who co-stars in the
show’s world-premiere production this month
at Theater Under the Stars (TUTS).

The seed for the musical was planted here
last spring in two TUTS staged readings that
gave the show’s creative team an opportunity
to try out their material before a total of about
400 theatergoers in Zilkha Hall at the Hobby
Center.

Now, the bloomin’ thing is back for its first
full production.

Melissa Manchester composed the music,
with lyrics by Sharon Vaughn and book by Ru-
pert Holmes, who found fame performing “Es-
cape (The Pifla Colada Song)” before winning
Tony awards for the 1985 Broadway musical
The Mystery of Edwin Drood. He also helped
create the 2007 hit Curtains for which out ac-
tor David Hyde Pierce won the Tony Award for
Best Leading Actor in a Musical.

Godwin reprises his role from the readings
as George, the “flamboyant gay best friend”
who helped inspire Jill Conner Browne to find
her voice as a “Sweet Potato Queen,” aka SPQ,
and matriarch of “the only female drag queens
in existence, complete with fake rear ends and
majorette boots.”

Browne went on to pen multiple #1 New
York Times bestselling books touting SPQ
philosophies of empowerment. They created
a global phenomenon, with more than 6,200

‘ ‘ Bloom where you're planted” could

©

Celebrate Yourself

Clockwise from top left: co-directors Bruce Lumpkin, TUTS'
artistic director, and Marley Wisnoski; Dylan Godwin, who
plays George, the “flamboyant gay best friend”; Kathryn
Porterfield, who plays Jackson Jill; and Susan Koozin, who
plays Queen Jill.

chapter groups in 37 countries. Members in-
clude “men, women, gay, straight, rich, poor,
drunk, and sober,” says Browne. “So when I say
there is no line—there is no line.”

TUTS says The Sweet Potato Queens is
loosely based on Browne’s life-story and her
infectious, uplifting philosophy “which was
borne out of her need for some excitement and
anew direction.”

Browne’s original SPQ group, consisting
of women in green-sequined dresses, red wigs,
cat-eyed glasses, boas, and tiaras, rode in a
St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Jackson, Missis-
sippi. Today, the SPQs have their own parade
in Jackson, along with a weekend filled with
events, which was moved this year to March
31-April 3 so as not to conflict with the musi-
calat TUTS.

“Yes, we really do wear bathrobes,” says
Browne at a Saturday morning pre-parade
brunch of pig candy, shrimp, grits, “and much,
much more.”

Another “must” is that the “official” name
of every SPQ is Tammy, which Browne says is
“used to preserve some shred of a semblance
of anonymity.” (For further information about
SPQs, as well as their planned “Million Queen
Parade,” visit sweetpotatoqueens.com.)
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The main tenet of SPQs, explains Godwin,
is to “do what makes your heart sing. Celebrate
yourself.”

Afterlastyear’s readings, the musical’s cre-
ators sent ideas back and forth to co-directors
Bruce Lumpkin and Marley Wisnoski, then
returned to Houston in December for a private
table-reading of the work in progress. The new
version rearranged some of his scenes, says
Godwin, adding, “[Lumpkin’s and Wisnoksi’s]
handprints are all over it.”

The show also adds two songs and intro-
duces anew character who is a “Spud Stud.”

“Spud Studs,” in the parlance of SPQs, are
men “in the entourage” of SPQs “who make
themselves useful in various and sundry de-
lightful ways.”

That’s from the glossary of SPQ terms in
Browne’s third book, God Save the Sweet Potato
Queens, which describes five men that every
SPQ must have in her life at all times: “One you
cantalk to, one who can fix things, one you can
dance with, one who can pay for things, and
one to have great sex with. The good news is: all
but one of them can be gay.”

Offstage, Godwin and Wisnoski have been
BFF's since he wowed her at the 2014 tryouts
for Reefer Madness that was part of the —
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BLooMIN” “QUEENS’

continved from previous page

TUTS Underground series of edgy musicals.
“He gave a phenomenal audition,” she explains.
“It was so exciting to meet such areally talent-
ed individual, then to actually become really
great friends outside of the business as well.
Dylan approaches everything sincerely and
honestly. In my opinion, he is one of the best
actors in Houston.”

Wisnoski grew up in Louisiana, she says,
“making my neighbors be in plays I wrote and
directed.”

Midway through school at Baylor Univer-
sity, the actress in her decided what she really
wanted to do is direct—a profession she then
pursued with amaster’s degree at the Univer-
sity of London Royal Central School of Speech
and Drama.

Her job at TUTS changed her direction
from directing dramas to directing musicals.
“That’s why she’s so incredibly good,” says
Godwin. “Even with song and dance and spec-
tacle, she knows what serves the story.”

The duo says they enjoyed meeting anum-
ber of SPQs atlast year’s reading, including the
Mississippi man who inspired Godwin’s char-
acter. “He is a singular spirit,” says the actor.
(The Jackson man, whom the SPQs met when
he was their waiter, also holds the distinction
of being named the first “honorary Sweet Po-
tato Queen.”)

Browne also attended, but it was Holmes
and the Grammy Award-winning Manchester
whom Godwin and Wisnoski were most excit-
ed tomeet. “My dad had arock band, so I grew
up with all the major artists. I knew Melissa
) Manchester’s music,” says Wisnoski.
w “I knew everything about her,” adds God-
'Qy\mx win. “My mom, driving me to school, played her
greatest hits.” Among them was “Don’t Cry Out
Loud,” in which Manchester sings about Baby,
who “cried the day the circus came to town

SUNDAY MARGH 21 2016
EEEDd JD ARNOLD

FROM DIRTY DISCO

B ’ he didn’t want parades just passing by
NO GOVER FOR BUNNIES TICKET HOLDERS hor

Asbefits Baby’s feelings (and yes, that “dif-
5 J\L: u C; I i% “If g Fi U 5 ]'-lr ﬁl ,iﬂ‘ [ ? iﬂ g :,; EE‘. 3:;0 E\E g' i M ferent kind of love she thought she’d found”),
The Sweet Potato Queens begins and ends with
aparade.
In addition, Act IT begins with a funeral,
ca " me NOW for a" Of you r real butin trlfe,SPQ fashion, 1ts no Debbie‘ Downer.
Instead, it’s a show-stopping celebration of
estate needs ! th<'3 foods that Southern women make for their
neighbors when someone dies.
Godwin promises, “It will be hard for any-

T I M S U R R AT T one to walk out of the theater not humming.
Every song has agreat hook.”
71 33205881 What: The Sweet Potato Queens

timsurratt@yahoo.com When: March 17-27
Where: The Hobby Center, 800 Bagby

Details: tuts.com/underground

N|4PM

-

J

2

=n

GREENWOOD KING
PRO PERTI ES Donalevan Maines is a regular contributor to
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By Henry V. Thiel
Photos by Molly Stark

Meet Mary & Ellen

The story of Mary McGowan and Ellen Klimenko
began in 1988, in the basement library of their
church, Resurrection MCC. Along with the now-
deceased (but not forgotten) Rev. Ralph Lasher,
McGowan was the facilitator of a very active AIDS/
HIV ministry. She was teaching a class on death and
dying when she looked up and, across the room,
noticed a very new face in the group—and a lovely
face at that.

“| had seen this face mostly in the Sunday
evening service,” remembers McGowan. ““| wasn't
even sure of her name, so | took a quick sideways
glance at the sign-in roster to try to identify this
intelligent-sounding and beautiful lady. (Just so
| could respond to her inquiries concerning the
meeting appropriately, of course—or so | told
myself.)

"“Her name was Ellen Klimenko. Our eyes met
across the long table. They sort of locked, and for
several moments, we were both unable to see
or think clearly. | remember thinking, ‘No, God,
this is not a good time. I'm not ready for a new
relationship yet. | may never be ready, God. Are
you listening to me?'

“| did not hear an answer;,” McGowan says.
"“God had already picked out my partner, my life-
mate, and now my legally married spouse. |, of
course, was still unaware of that fact,” she laughs.

82 | MARCH 2016 |

Double the “I Dos”

Longtime friends Douglas Stark and Michael Clark (I) and Mary McGowan and Ellen Klimenko (r)
held their double wedding ceremony in Niagara Falls, New York, on June 20, 2014.

They didn't see each other again until one hot
summer night in July while attending a potluck in
the fellowship hall of the church. McGowan was
standing in the line for dinner with longtime friend
Jeff Kaler when she caught a glimpse of the same
beautiful, suntanned lady, sitting with Rev. Lasher
and his partner, Harry Gibson. McGowan stepped
out of the line and, using the couple as an excuse
to approach, began a conversation. McGowan
asked Klimenko if she was there with anyone, and
Klimenko quickly responded.

“No | am not.”

“| said, ‘Great, because you are having dinner
with me,” McGowan recalls. They had a wonderful
time that evening, eating, talking, and laughing. As
Klimenko was leaving, McGowan walked her out
to her truck where they kissed goodnight, and a
whirlwind courtship began.

Klimenko and McGowan have been together for
28 years. When they began talking seriously about
marriage, it still looked as if Texas would never
catch up to the present century. There was never
a formal proposal. It was just understood from
their many discussions that they both wanted to be
legally married.

“To us, it was still very romantic the way we
came to our decision on getting married. This was a
mutual agreement, and we knew it was right for us,”
Klimenko recalls.

OutSmartMagazine.com

“Since we had to have a destination wedding,
and our longtime friends Douglas Stark and
Michael Clark were already in the midst of planning
their wedding in Niagara Falls, we decided to join
them,” she explains.

"It was the perfect place, since my parents
honeymooned there and Ellen’s parents married
there.”

Since both sets of parents are deceased, they
felt like they were carrying on a family tradition.

Meet Douglas & Michael
Douglas Stark and Michael Clark met through
friends at Resurrection Metropolitan Community
Church on October 2, 1982.

“And sparks started flying!” Stark admits.

Their first date was to House of Pies for coffee
after a membership course at the church. True to
those simple beginnings, there was no fancy ring or
fabulous dinner when Stark and Clark got engaged.
Nor did they need the five carats or the four
courses. From the time they had that first coffee
date, they felt something they had never felt in any
other relationship before.

One night in bed, they were talking about
how they felt about each other. At the very same
moment, each began to say, “Would you marry..."
Before they could finish their sentences, they both
said “Yes" at the same time. —
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They called the church two weeks later and
asked if they could have a Holy Union ceremony,
the only option available to gay couples in
1984. “We had the Holy Union to show our
commitment to each other, and to our friends
and family,” shares Stark.

Thirty years later, Stark and Clark were making
plans for a legal wedding. “The beauty of a gay
wedding is that you can mix the traditional with

(G)

A Holy Union

Ellen Klimenko (I) and Mary McGowan’s romance
started in 1988 when the pair met

at Resurrection MCC.

the untraditional,” Stark observes. “So Michael and
| decided to join our good friends Mary and Ellen
and get legally married in Niagara Falls.”

The first thing the foursome did was send
out joint “Save the Date” postcards, followed by
an invitation from one couple or both, since they
have many friends in common. The couples rented
a house where they hosted four days of wedding
events,

“Mary found the house in Niagara Falls,
Canada, through Trip Advisor,” explains Stark.
“The references were wonderful, as were our
hosts. They worked with another house down the
street, so we were able to get housing for almost
all of our guests within walking distance.”

The couples had their version of a “rehearsal
dinner” the night before the big day at a restaurant
they also discovered on Trip Advisor. “We were
not disappointed,” nods Clark. “The dinner was
a great way for everyone to get acquainted. In a
traditional wedding, you have two families to bring
together. In ours there were four families.

“We chose to go informal,” says Stark,
“with unassigned seating, at tables of nine that
each had one spot reserved for one of the four
of us who were getting married. That allowed
the four of us to rotate among the tables, so
we got to meet everyone and make sure people
were talking. Our guests were a delightful mix
of people, about 50/50 LGBT and straight. We
had a buffet, an open bar, and the service was
incredible.”

OutSmartMagazine.com

The Wedding

Douglas Stark and Michael Clark were legally
married at Niagara Falls, New York, on June 20,
2014, at 6:30 p.m. in the Bridal Chapel of Niagara
Falls. Longtime friends Mary McGowan and Ellen
Klimenko were married at 7 p.m. Ellen and Mary
had been together 28 years, and Douglas and
Michael for 31.

“We waited a long time for this opportunity,”
says Klimenko. I am so glad more than 60 of our
friends and family were able to join us. It made the
day that much more special.”

For Stark and Clark, who had already been
“married” in their home church, the ceremony
was an affirmation of their relationship. The legal
component was important to McGowan and
Klimenko as well, but no more so than the deeply
personal spiritual meaning of the ceremony. It's
customary for one to cry at a wedding. So at a
wedding where four people are tying the knot, it's no
surprise there was not a dry eye in the house—or
in Michigan, North Carolina, Wales, and Galveston,
where friends gathered to watch the weddings via
Skype. Stark and Clark's children and grandchildren
were the witnesses. McGowan and Klimenko
chose two best friends to stand up with them.

“We had two separate cakes that copied
the theme of each couple’s invitation, and a local
smokehouse did a great meal that could compare
to one in Texas,” Clark explains. “The jalapefos,

C)

Worth the Wait

Douglas Stark (I) and Michael Clark held
a Holy Union ceremony in 1984.

Thirty years later, they legally wed.

smoked cheese balls, and shrimp were the big hits.

“Later in the evening, we all changed clothes
and had a very casual bonfire,” Clark remembers
fondly. “What a great evening.”

“It felt so good to be able to marry after
all these years together,” adds Stark, “and to
have my relationship with my stepdaughter be
legally recognized, since Michael and | raised her
together,” he says, fighting back a tear.

“Love is love, and only love can make a family,”
says Clark. “After all these years, to finally have
equal rights under the law, it's just amazing. | am
so happy that now everyone can marry the person
they love, just like we did.” W



One Big Wedding Party
Bruce Padilla & Shelby Kibodeaux tie the knot.

©

Sparks Fly
Bruce Padilla (l) and Shelby Kibodeaux first met
at Pacific Street on Cinco de Mayo in 1994.

fyou are a pet lover, you've probably seen Shelby Kibodeaux and Bruce
Padilla out and about with their two- and four-legged friends. Whether as
event chairs or co-chairs, the couple has raised more than $1.5 million in the
past few years for Citizens for Animal Protection (CAP), Houston PetSet Fierce
& Fabulous Soiree, the inaugural aniMeals Best Friend’s Brunch for Interfaith
Ministries’ Meals on Wheels program, and CAP’s Bad to the Bone party.
Padilla is currently regional manager for luxury handbag-maker MCM
Worldwide, and Kibodeaux owns a pet-sitting service named Sit, Stay, Walk,
Play. “He gets to do what he loves every single day, caring for pets all over
Houston,” according to Kibodeaux's husband.
Padilla and Kibodeaux met at Pacific Street, a nightclub in Montrose,
on Cinco de Mayo in 1994. “It was more like ships passing at sea,” states
Padilla. “We would see each other when we were

By Henry V. Thiel
Photo by Kim Coffman

out and about, and | always knew | wanted to meet
him, but | never said anything until that fateful night
when we both went to the restroom at the same
time. When | saw him, | told him | couldn't believe that after we had seen each
other out for so long, we were finally meeting in the restroom!”

“| told him how cute | thought he was. | loved his red hair and goatee, and
said one of these days we will be together!” Padilla explains. “I didn't know he
didn't live in Houston, and that was why | only saw him every now and then.
When | told him that I'd like to go out on a date with him, he probably thought |
was crazy, but | didn't care. | knew he was the man for me.”

Fast forward to 1996, when Kibodeaux moves to Houston and rents an
apartment. “| told him he could always move in with me if he wanted. He said
no a bunch of times before | finally convinced him—and the rest is history,” adds
Shelby. “We've been together ever since. Like a lot of gay couples, we always
considered ourselves married, and referred to each other as husbands—never as
partners or any other name.”

“In 2014 when it became legal to marry in New Mexico, we thought
about getting married in Santa Fe, but the logistics involved proved to be
overwhelming. So | said let's just wait until they make it legal everywhere,”
Padilla explains. “lt's just a matter of time, so we did.

“Neither of us proposed to the other, since we always thought of ourselves
as being married. We knew one day we would make it legal.

“When the Supreme Court made it legal on June 26, 2015, | messaged —
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DON’T MISS OUR WEDDING SHOWCASE EVENT ON APRIL 2ND!
Receive 10% off when you book at the showcase.
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with a Complimentary Champagne Toast at the wedding
and a Presidential Suite for the happy couple.
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OurSmart Wedding Directory

ATTORNEYS

Katine & Nechman

1834 Southmore........ccccoeeeecrerenene. 713/808-1001
Sam M. (Trey ) Yates, lll

50 Briar Hollow Lane, Suite 425...713/932-7177

CATERERS
David Alcorta Catering
davidalcorta.net .........ccccoeeeeee. 832/439-0224
Dessert Gallery
dessertgallery.com .........cccccuce. 713/522-9999
Jim Benton of Houston Catering
2811 Eastman......cocccceevrvveneneenee 713/802-2860
FLORISTS
Downtown Blooms
downtownblooms.com.............. 409/974-4294
PLANNERS
My Texas Gay Wedding

mytexasgaywedding.com......... 713/289-4406

VENUES

La Torretta Lake Resort & Spa
latorrettalakeresort.com........... 936/448-4400
South Shore Harbor Resort & Spa
SSHICOM...eeiiireere e 281/334-1000

List your wedding service here.
Call 713/520-7237 ext. 10.

FREE Wedding Referral Service
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m continved from page 85

Shelby and said ‘Now that it is legal, when do you wanna get married?”

He replied, “Whenever we can get it all put together.”

“So we decided to do it on my birthday, August 16, so | could have the
birthday party that | always wanted for my 50th that | never had, since | was
diagnosed with cancer a month prior,” adds Padilla. “Such is life—but the cancer
is all gone now.” Since time was short, they invited people to the party through
Facebook. “We invited just over 300 people, and much to our surprise, almost
every single one showed up!”

“It was a Sunday afternoon at Harwood Grill. The owner had become a
friend, and he wanted to host our wedding. The place was perfect—just big
enough to hold all of us.

“We always knew we wanted to have a party, and not a wedding, so it was
very casual. Since we didn't think we could get 300 people to stop drinking and
having fun to watch us get married, we decided to get married before most
guests arrived. We had a private ceremony with about 30 family and friends,”
says Padilla. “And then the party started!

“The party was great! We had friends from all parts of our lives. My family
from New Mexico, his family from Louisiana, old friends from 15 years ago, and
new friends from all the charity events we do,” says Padilla. “It was great to have
all our friends, and it turned out perfectly. Eating, drinking, lots of pictures, great
food, great cake, a few dogs—it was just a great time. It couldn't have turned out
better if we had planned it for a year, and it was perfect for us since we are the
most casual couple around.

“It was important to us to support our community,” states Padilla, so
we asked the guys at Cake Addict on T.C. Jester to make our cakes. Mine
was Snoopy-themed and Shelby's was Dalmatian-themed. The guys there are
awesome, and they make the best cakes.”

Henry V. Thiel is a principal with The Epicurean Publicist.
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EASTEND THEATRE COMPANY

MARCH 4-APRIL 2, 2016.
ARE THURSORY, FRIDAY,
AND SATURDAY EVENINGS AT 8:00PM,

TWO SUNDAY MATINESS AT 2:30FM ON
MARCH 20TH

(ADULTS) (STUDENTS AND SENIOR CITIZENS)

MUSIC AND LYRICS BY PEX
Y PETE TOWNSENL

BOODK B
ADDITIONAL MUSIC AND LY
AND K

VISIT WWWLISLANDETC.ORG OR CALL 809-762-3556.

2317 MECHANIC STREET, GALVESTON

TUESDAY - FRIDAY 5-7PM

HAPPY HOUR

$1.25 WELLS $2.50 SMIRNOFF VODKA $2.50 ALL DRAFTS $2.50 HOUSE WINE
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Will Smith on
his son Jaden

(BBC Radio 1Xtra, 2/8/16, A.Dot)

Re: Jaden’s gender-fluid style. He start-
ed wearing dresses a year or two ago
and was recently named the new face of
Louis Vuitton’s womenswear campaign.

There’s areally powerful internal
quality as an artist that as parents
we encourage. You gotta get out on
the edge, you have to try things,
you have to be comfortable doing
things that people don’t agree with,
and you have to be comfortable
doing things that you could fail.
And Jaden is 100 percent fearless,
he will do anything. ... [H]eis com-
pletely willing to live and die by his
own artistic decisions, and he just
doesn’t concern himself with what
people think.

|
Eliza Taylor

(Entertainment Weekly, 2/29/16, Shirley Li)

Fans of The 100 are “praising the
way it’s pushing the envelope with
a diverse cast and an openly bi-
sexual lead, The CW’s first. Clarke’s
[Eliza Taylor] romance with Lexa
[Alycia Debnam-Carey] spawns
fervent hashtagging (the battle cry:
#Clexa) in particular. ‘If we can take
anything good from the apocalypse,
it’s that we live in a world where
gender and sexuality and race isn’t
an issue,’ Taylor says. ‘There’s the
greater issue of survival.””

SMITH - TINSELTOWN; OBAMA/ELLEN - MICHAEL ROZMAN/WARNER BROS.; THE 100 - CATE CAMERON/THE CW; JONAS - DIRECTV



(Entertainment Weekly, 2/19/16, Liz McNeil)

83-year-old Joel Grey, who played the Master of Ceremonies

in the 1972 Cabaret film ([and won an Oscar for the role),

has published his memoir, Master of Ceremonies.

Liz McNeil: At 16, you told your parents

you’d had an affair with a man.

Joel Grey: When I told my mother, I remember reaching out to her,

and she said, “Don’t ever touch me again, you disgust me.” It was

one of the worst moments of my life. Secrets became necessary.

Much of the book is about your sexual awakening.

It was so confusing. Something that seemed so natural, people were going
tojail for. I didn’t understand it. I was having sex with women, too. I went

to atherapist who said, “You’ll outgrow it.” I believed it. For a minute.

Compiled by Blase DiStefano

Ellen: | cannot tell you or thank you
enough for what you have done for the
gay community.

Obama: It’s one of the things I'm proudest of, because

my whole political career has been based on the idea

that we constantly want to include people and not

exclude them. ... ButIwill say [as] we were driving

over here today—and I meant this, I said it to my

staff—I said, as much as we’ve done with laws and
ending “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,” etc., changing hearts
and minds—I don’t think anybody has been more

influential than you on that. I really mean that. Your

courage—and you’re just really likable. You being

willing to claim who you were, that suddenly empow-

ers other people. And then suddenly, it’s your brother,

it’s your uncle, it’s your best friend, it’s your cowork-
ers. And then attitudes shift. And the laws followed,
but it started with folks like you. I'm so proud of you.

MASTER

OF

CEREMONIES

JOEL GREY

(Complex, Feb/Mar/2016, Kerensa Cadenas)

As aheterosexual male, [I am] open and comfortable

about loving my fan base, gay or straight, because to

me there is no difference, it is my fan base. Your sex-

ual preference does not matter to me and it shouldn’t

matter to anybody....

The goal is acceptance on all levels— that should

be the focus. .

..IThave nothingto prove. I'm very

comfortable in my own skin and I'm thankful to have

as many close gay friends as I have, people who have

been so supportive in my life, and have always been

there for me.
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‘Carol’

New film explores
a lesbian love affair

in the 1950s.

When Bette Met Mae
Inthe fall of 1973,
a cocktail party
was given by
Charles Pollack, a
West Hollywood
designer, for his
houseguest Bette
' Davis and her
guest, Mae West. Davis and West
had never met, but each held
the other in high regard. Also
present were Vik Greenfield,
who had been Davis’ personal
assistant, and Wes Wheadon, a
neighbor and friend of both the
host and Bette Davis. Wheadon
tape-recorded the evening.
Nothing was sacred, and
alcohol loosened tongues as the
evening progressed. The women
discussed—among many other
topics—censorship, husbands,
boyfriends, and even what each
thought of being impersonated.
The tape recording made that
night was painstakingly restored
and synched to on-screen actors’
movements to create this film,
bringing the original party back
to life. Many invented and in-
novative techniques were used to
bring the evening to the screen.
The documentary also adds
back-story clarification (narrated
by Sally Kellerman) about the
topics under discussion, which
serves to underscore the very
real impact each woman had not
only on film history, but on our
culture today. MVD Entertain-
ment Group (mvdb2b.com).
—Troy Carrington

90 | MARCH 2016 |

EBFI LONBD@N

FILM

FES'“VAL

2015

Based on Patricia Highsmith's
seminal novel The Price of
Salt, Todd Haynes' new film Carol
follows two women from differing
backgrounds as they fall info an
unexpected love affair in 1950s
New York.

Therese Belivet (Rooney Mara)
is a young, aspiring photographer
who spends her days working as a
clerk at Frankenberg's department
store. Carol Aird (Cate Blanchett)
is an older, alluring woman who is
trapped in a loveless, convenient
marriage.

The film opens following a man
as he walks through a hotel lobby
and bar. He orders a drink and
starts for the phone booth to make
a call when he notices Therese—an
acquaintance of his—visiting with
Carol at a table in the lobby. The
man calls out fo Therese, inferrupt-
ing the women'’s conversation, and
asks if Therese will be attending
a party at the home of a mutual
friend that evening. Therese says
she plans to be a little late to the
party, but Carol insists that they go
ahead, quickly getting up from the
table and leaving.

The story actually begins a
few months prior to that scene, as

OutSmartMagazine.com

Budding Romance
Out director Todd Haynes (c), flanked

by Carol stars Rooney Mara () and Cate
Blanchett, attend the Carol photocall
during the BFI London Film Festival last
year. The DVD is being released this month.

Carol drives into the city from her
suburban home to find a Christmas
gift for her daughter. As Carol is
walking around the Frankenberg's
sales floor, Therese lays eyes on
her and is immediately captivated.
Carol approaches Therese's counter
and explains that she is looking for
a particular doll for her daughter,
Rindy. When Therese informs Carol
that they are out of stock, Carol
shows her a picture of Rindy and
asks what she wanted when she
was that age. Therese says she
had wanted a train set, and after
describing her favorite set that they
carry in the store, sells one to her.
Carol fills out the payment and
shipping information to have it sent
to her house. She wishes Therese
a merry Christmas and begins to
leave, but turns around to compli-
ment her on the Santa hat that her
boss she has required her to wear.
There is an instant connection be-
tween the two women, and they
become so mesmerized with each
other that Carol forgetfully leaves
her gloves behind on the counter,
and Therese does not realize this
until Carol has already left.

Taking her address from the
shipping information she filled out,

By B. Root

Therese mails the gloves back to
Carol, who then calls Therese at
work to thank her and ask her out
to lunch, saying it's the least she
can do. Therese hastily accepts the
invitation, thrilled to have another
opportunity to see Carol. At lunch,
Carol reveals that she is married to
Rindy's father, Harge (Kyle Chan-
dler), but expresses her intent to
divorce, as she is not happy with
him. Therese tells Carol how she is
somewhat dating this man named
Richard (Jake Lacy), who wants to
marry her and take her on a trip
to Europe, but Therese is also not
satisfied with this relationship. The
two women are clearly intrigued
by each other. Carol calls Therese
“a strange girl . . . flung from out
of space.” But her strangeness and
delicacy seems to be what attracts
Carol to her, and Carol’s charm
and grace draws Therese in.

From here, their connection
deepens as they begin seeing each
other regularly, and their passion
for each other inevitably grows.
With both women craving more
from their lives, their need for each
other becomes obvious. Given the
circumstances and time period,
however, they soon encounter
unexpected fribulations that could
lead to the demise of their budding
romance. As the opening scene is
revisited toward the end of the film,
the audience is fully aware of the
relationship between Therese and
Carol, and the scene takes on a
deeper meaning than it appeared
to have at first glance.

Nominated for six Academy
Awards and featuring appearances
by Sarah Paulson (American Hor-
ror Story) and Carrie Brownstein
(Portlandia), Carol is a beautiful
testament to the extremes that the
heart can endure for love.

Carol will be available on DVD
and Blu-ray March 15.

B. Root is a frequent contributor to
OUTSMART magazine.



RIVER OAKS
£ VISION®

m Top Designer Frames

tact L
m Contfact Lenses CALL

FOR AN
APPOINTMENT
TODAY!

= Fye Exams
= [ asik

m Most Insurance Plans
Accepted

NEW LOCATION!
River Oaks Vision
1426 W. Gray
(next to Café Express)
713.640.2020

Woodlands 20/20
1440 Lake Woodlands Dr
(next to Starbucks)
832.412.2020

Spring Eye Associates
6640 Cypresswood Dr.
(next to Salon Matos)
281.355.9090

riveroaksvision.com | springeyeassociates.com | woodlands2020.com

Resident of Montrose since 1983

Consistent TOP Producer,
John Daugherty, Realtors

If you wish to be

In-The-Loop,

whether selling, buying, or just
looking around, * K x

Voted One of the Best Realtors (|1l E{E
in Houston 4 years in a row GAYEST

- OutSmart Readers’ Choice 20122015 &GREATEST

20157
CALL ANDY NOW!
713.724.4306

CELL

713.561.6653

DIRECT

andyw@ johndaugherty.com

JOHNDAUGHERTY.COM

520 Post Oak Blvd., Houston, TX 77027 713.626.3930

JENGESTATE

High Quality
Compassionate Care

BIFIG

& ASSOCIATES

Voted One of the Best Psychiatrists
— OutSmart 2011-2013 Readers’ Choice

Barry F. Gritz, M.D.
Psychiatrist

Diplomate of the American Board
of Psychiatry and Neurology

Christine Wysong,
RN, PMHNP, BC
Nurse Practitioner
Board Certified

Access to Providers via Cell Phone 24/7

713/869-7400
230 Westcott, Suite 210, Houston, Texas 77007

5
’ -
Don't let yourself get

bogged down with taxes.

Leave your troubles at my door!

Gary M.Gritz,cra

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

Specializing in Personal & Business Accounting Services

« 20+ Years Experience « Preparation of Financial Statements to Third Parties
« Monthly & Quarterly Payroll Tax Returns  « General Ledger Packages for QuickBooks, etc.

« Local & State Government Filing « Available at My Office or Yours!

« Arbitration with IRS « Proud Member of EPAH

Call (713) 784-3030

230 Westcott, Suite 210 - Houston, Texas 77019

www.GaryMGritzPC.com « Email: ggyanksss@aol.com

OutSmartMagazine.com | MARCH 2016 | 91



TELEVISION

The Rocky
Horror
‘TV’ Show

Laverne Cox

By Victoria Desselle

original movie. Lambert gained fame after star-
ring on American Idol in 2009, and has since
released several hit singles and top Billboard
albums. Lambert is most famously known for his
stunning vocals, flawless dance moves, and his
advocacy in the LGBT community.

Dr. Frank-N-Furter SR:’CZI(;IGH’ The first Tra‘nsylvonicn we meet, Riff Raff, will
be played by singer-songwriter and actor Reeve
. Carney, who is best known for his performance
querne COX W|” p|0y as Peter Parker in Broadway's Spider-Man: Turn
D F I( N F Off the Dark. The beautiful model and talented
r. rrank-N-rurfer. singer-songwriter Staz Nair will star as Rocky,
. the perfect human being created by Dr. Frank-
Ler's do the time warp again with Fox Televi- Eg N-Furter to replace Dr. Frank’s previous lover,
sion Studios as they produce a remake of the = Eddie. Rocky was originally played by Peter
widely worshipped cult classic The Rocky Horror % Hinwood in the 1975 film.
Picture Show. Fox and the Jackal Group will Reeve Carney Adam Lambert %g Victoria Justice and Ryan McCartan will star
release a “reimagining” of the beloved trans- Riff Raff Eddie as Janet and Brad, originally played by Susan
empowered musical this fall, starring a whole Sarandon and Barry Bostwick. The young and
new cast and featuring critically acclaimed di- talented Justice has appeared in several televi-
rectors and producers. The new production will sion series, such as Nickelodeon's Zoey 101 and
be based on the original 1973 staged musical Victorious; McCartan stars as Diggie in Disney’s
by Richard O’Brien, who starred as Riff Raff in Liv and Maddie and Heathers: The Musical
the 1975 film adaptation. Lou Adler, the executive producer of Rocky’s
Now let's take a jump to the left! The film's film adaptation, will return to executive-produce
enormous following includes ecstatic fans from the new production. Adler is an award-winning
all walks of life who still appear at midnight producer, director, talent manager, and
Tim Curry Ben Vereen

screenings with live actors and choreographed
dances. Regarded as the longest-running film in
movie history, Rocky Horror is celebrating 40
years of continuous distribution with reported
gross earnings just south of $140 million.

And then a step to the right! Fox has care-
fully hand-selected an all-star cast to play our
favorite characters in fishnets, Halloween heels,
theatrical makeup, and vibrant hair colors. Long-
time RHPS patrons can rest assured that the Fox
production will feature the beloved Tim Curry,

The Narrator Dr. Everett Scott

Ryan McCartan Victoria Justice

. BENETT/GETTY IMAGES; CARNEY - GETTY IMAGES; LAMBERT - FOX: CURRY - ART STREIEER/AU%UST IMA

AVID
H PH

singer-songwriter; he has won several Grammy
Awards, earned himself a star on Hollywood's
Walk of Fame, and was inducted into the Rock
& Roll Hall of Fame in 2012. Award-winning pro-
ducer and director Gail Berman will join Adler
in executive-producing the new film. Berman is a
successful movie and Broadway producer, best
known for her work at MTV Films, Paramount
Pictures, Nickelodeon, and for several hit series
such as Buffy the Vampire Slayer, 24, American
Idol, House, and Arrested Development The

\WVID M.
PHY; MCCARTAN - PAUL SMITH PHOTOGRAPHY; JUSTICE - JON KOPOLOFF/FILM MAGIC; MILIAN - D. DIPASUPIL/GETTY IMAGES; ASHFOI

but in a different role. Curry starred in the 1975 Brad Janet iz talented Kenny Ortega will team up with Adler
film as Dr. Frank-N-Furter, the bone-chilling, § and Berman to co-produce as he heads the
gender-bending mad scientist whose obsession gt film’s choreography, music, and dance. Ortega
is to create the most perfect and beautiful hu- 32 has an impressive résumé of music productions,
man being. Despite Dr. Frank’s taste for murder, ES including the successful High School Musical
cannibalism, and eugenics, his lavishly sexy g trilogy, Hocus Pocus, Dirty Dancing, Madonna's
performance of “Sweet Transvestite"—complete §§ “Material Girl” video, and Michael Jackson’s
with white pearls, fishnets, and black corsets— %E This Is It film.
embodies every feature of punk and rock 'n" roll, EE Filming for the new production began this
including tenaciously kinky lyrics. o N . SE past winter. In the meantime, catch a midnight
In the new movie, Tim Curry will play the /C\Ahrlshon Milian Annaleigh Ashford weekend screening of the original movie at
agenta Columbia

criminologist narrator that was originally played
by Charles Gray. Emmy Award-nominee Laverne
Cox is slated to play protagonist Dr. Frank-N-
Furter. Cox is a highly regarded LGBT advocate,
actress, and television producer; she is best
known for her striking performances as Sophia
in the Netflix original series Orange Is the New
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Black, and is the first trans woman of color to
play a lead role in mainstream television.

Stage performer, singer-songwriter, actor,
and Grammy-nominee Adam Lambert will take
on the role of Eddie, played by Meat Loaf in the

OutSmartMagazine.com

Houston's River Oaks Theatre. See you in
Transylvanial

Victoria Desselle is a native Houstonian, writer,
and photographer. She enjoys exploring multiple
facets of Houston; she also enjoys fusion tacos
and her Harley-Davidson jacket.



‘American Crime’

Rape, race, and more.

You may be confused by three similarly titled
anthology series racking up attention now:
American Crime Story, American Horror Story,
and American Crime. The first features Sarah
Paulson in a Marcia Clark wig, the second fea-
tures Sarah Paulson in a Betsey Johnson wig,
and the third . . . doesn't really do wigs.

While ACS and AHS sparkle with the camp
gaudiness we've come to expect from a Ryan
Murphy bonanza, American Crime is a brittle,
tough drama from John Ridley, who wrote and
produced 12 Years a Slave. And though Ridley
is clearly the best equipped to handle touchy
issues on television, he could learn a lesson or
two from Murphy about lightening the mood.

This season centers on a private Chicago
high school in the weeks following the alleged
rape of a male teenager by members of the
school’s beloved basketball team. At first, the
show seems like a straightforward drama that
picks up on the alarming prominence of ath-
letics-related sexual-assault scandals. But with
each episode, Ridley subverts expectations for
his characters. The male victim of the rape isn't
repressed because of his sexuality, but because
of his class; his mother is a waitress, and his
status as a financial-aid recipient makes him an
easy target in the school’s ruthless cover-up. His
assailant, the white team captain, cleaves to the
team’s elite status to hide his own homosexual-
ity. His co-captain, the team’s most visible black
player, is too sheltered by his affluence to han-
dle the racist implications of the investigation.

Ridley doesn't force his audience to feel sorry
for any of his characters on account on their
race, gender, or sexual orientation, making even
the most liberal viewers question their assump-
tions about whom they choose to root for. Free
of clichéd material and given the chance to be
ugly, the show's ensemble can take swings and
be unlikeable. At the start, Anne Blaine (Lili Tay-
lor), the victim’s mother, seems like an embattled,
underprivileged outsider, but proves herself to
be dead-set on revenge, even at the cost of her
son’s well-being. On the other side of the battle,
Terri LaCroix (Regina King), the team captain’s
mother, resorts fo near-paranoia and ruthless ag-
gression fo protect her son from the investigation.

This is a bleak world to inhabit, but thanks
to a powerhouse ensemble that includes Felic-
ity Huffman, Andre 3000, and the supreme
aforementioned King, Ridley’s brutal message
hits with an impact that infensifies every week.
Some of the political monologues would come
off as mere finger-wagging on another series,
but when Regina King talks about race, you're

©

Tough and Brittle

Anne (Lili Taylor) with her son, Taylor (Connor
Jessup) in American Crime, now airing on ABC.

going to pay attention. Unfortunately, the teen-
age actors seem overwhelmed by the subject
matter; most of them just seem to weep through
their script pages.

American Crime isn't exactly a joy to
watch, and the overreliance on invasive cam-
era work, clammy dialogue, and pretentious
editing doesn’t make it easy to digest. That

FELICIA GRAHAM/ABC

Ridley can push boundaries with sensitive issues
should come as no surprise, but as the veteran
behind a range of titles (including Undercover
Brother, the upcoming Ben-Hurremake, and even
an episode or two of Justice league), he could
have used his varied genre experiences to chal-
lenge the conventions of dramatic storytelling to
keep American Crime from sinking into its own
self-serious grimness.

Can a show about race, violence, and
societal oppression be funny, absurd, or outra-
geous, and still be considered “important”2 Even
though American Horror Story and American
Crime Story often reduce serious issues to of-
fensive levels of silliness, they at least start with
positive infentions: to exorcise stigma, challenge
taboo, and expose the invisible—without losing
entertainment value. American Crime has the
bona fides, the cast, and the Emmys to push the
boundaries of social dialogue on broadcast
television. Perhaps it should learn to do it with
a smile. —David Goldberg
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GrooveOur

Queerer Than Ever

Troye Sivan, Emily Wells, Lelf, CocoRosie, and more.

Inas X
“Love Is”

Pop recording
artist Inas X has
released her
debut music
video for “Love

B |s.” The positive
. > dance/pop hit
was inspired by the Supreme Court
ruling on same-sex marriage and
X’s desire to capture the historic
moment. The video showcases
people from all walks of life to
illustrate the message that love is
for everyone. The joyous feeling

is infectious, and by the end you
have no choice but to give in to the
power of love. * “I knew how im-
portant this was for so many peo-
ple,” she says. “Love shouldn’t be
something that’s restricted. It's a
beautiful thing, and there needs to
be so much more of itin the world.
I just had to capture this moment in
asong.” * “Love Is” marks the first
single from her debut EP, which is
set for release this year. More at
inasx.com. —Suzie Lynde

EpiToR’s NOTE: See Inas X in Houston
on March 9 at House of Blues.
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John Grant’s second al-
bum, Pale Green Ghosts, was one
the best albums of 2013—if not the
best. His 2010 solo debut, Queen
of Denmark, was no slouch either.
Grant's new disc Grey Tickles,
Black Pressure (Partisan) is also
something special, although it
falls short of the brilliance of Pale
Green Ghosts. Not as immediately
accessible as its predecessors,
the first couple of songs—the title
cut and “Snug Slacks”—may take
a few spins to get used to. Don't
be deterred, because the rewards
of “Down Here,” “Global Warm-
ing,” “Voodoo Doll,” “Geraldine,”
and “Black Blizzard” are plenti-
ful. Grant also has a history of
working with remarkable female
artists—Sinead O’Connor, who
can be heard on Pale Green
Ghosts, also covered Grant's song
“Queen of Denmark.” On Grey
Tickles, Black Pressure, Grant is
joined by Tracey Thorn on the
incredible “Disappointing,” and
by Amanda Palmer on the difficult
“You & Him.”

On his exceptional debut
album, Blue Neighbourhood
(Capitol), gay multi-hyphenate
Troye Sivan—YouTube sensation,
actor, singer/songwriter—comes
off like a cross between Perfume
Genius and a queer male Lorde.
Sivan touches on serious subjects,
including faith and coming out,
on this multi-hued disc, beginning
with opener “Wild,” which sounds
of the moment with its female
choir chanting “wild.” The same
holds true for “Bite,” with its synth
beats and snaps, as well as for
“Fools” and its ‘80s keyboard play.
Sivan is joined by Broods on the
thumpier “Ease,” co-written with
the sibling duo. Fellow YouTube
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marvel Betty Who can be heard
on the divine “Heaven.” Sivan is at
his most Lorde-ly on “Youth,” and
“Talk Me Down” approaches Sam
Smith territory. There's really not a
clunker to be found here, and the
deluxe edition, which features six
more tracks, including the XXYYXX
remix of “Wild,” is the way to go.
[Epror’s NoTE: Sivan performs on
March 17 at House of Blues in
Houston.]

Language Barrier (Church
Key/SugarQube) by Shirlette
Ammons has the ability to wow
listeners in precisely the same way
that the Grant and Sivan discs do.
Ammons, a true original, doesn't
sound like anyone else on this
fantastic album. Whether she’s
venturing into hip-hop (“Earth Intro
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By Gregg Shapiro

Segue” or with German rapper
Sookee on “Language Barrier Seg-
ve”), making the kind of punk that
would make Sleater-Kinney jealous
(“Earth Intro” with the aid of Indigo
Girls), or leaving her mark on
dance-funk (with Meshell Ndegeo-
cello on “Dear Nora”), Ammons

is resplendent. The combination

of outstanding guest performers
(Hiss Golden Messenger, Heather
McEntire of Mount Moriah, and
Aurelia Meath of Sylvan Esso)

and the sheer variety of music
exemplified by “Aviator,” “On the
Road,” and “Travel Light,” should
eliminate any potential barriers

to enjoying the work of Shirlette
Ammons.

Openly gay male hip-hop acts
were unthinkable just a few years
ago. Sure, there were deeply indie
underground acts such as Tori
Fixx, Tim'm T. West, Johnny Dan-
gerous, and Rainbow Flava,
to mention a few, but their cross-
over appeal had limitations. In
recent years, artists such as Big
Freedia, Cazwell, and Frank
Ocean have kept the floodgates
open, allowing for performers such
as Lelf to make full-length debuts
like Riot Boi (Terrible). You have
to give Lelf credit for giving the
album the title he did—as if to
declare that now that riot grrrls
have been sanitized for public
consumption, gay rappers can't
be far behind. Like the aforemen-
tioned Ammons, Lelf is comfort-
able incorporating a variety of
elements into his sound and style,
with standout tracks such as “Wa-
ter,” “Taxi,” “Change,” “Rage,”
“Koi,” and “Umami,” being the
best examples.

Heartache City (cocorosie-
music.com), the new disc by freak
folk/electro duo CocoRosie —
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conlinued from page 94

(Casady sisters Sierra and queer Bianca), is as
accessible as a CocoRosie disc gets. The color-
ful balloons and scary clown costumes on the
cover are indicative of what's inside. “Lucky Clo-
ver,” “Forget Me Not,” “Un Beso,” the folk-blues
of “Big & Black,” and even the spoken-word fan-
tasias of “Lost Girls” and “Tim & Tina,” should
appeal to longtime fans as well as those looking
for a musical experience out of the ordinary.

Queer Irish duo Zrazy (Maria Walsh and
Carole Nelson) could (and should) write a book
about their experiences in the music world. For
example, Come Out Everybody, their 1997 do-
mestic debut (a repackaging and re-ordering of
their 1996 second album Permanent Happiness)
arrived just as the major-labels’ interest in '90s
queer music was peaking with acts such as Jill
Sobule, Melissa Ferrick, and others. Sadly, suits
and execs have short attention spans, and soon
Walsh and Nelson were back to releasing their
work on their own label. The Art of Happy
Accidents (Alfi), Zrazy's sixth album (the first in
11 yearsl), was worth the long wait. “You Make
Me Happy” is proof positive that Zrazy hasn't
lost its singular touch, and is sure to put a smile
on your face. Also recommended are “Down
with Jazz,” “Snow,” “Heaven Is Here,” and
“Night Crossing.”

Queer UK. trio Mr. Strange (featuring Mr.
Stench, Mr. Stirling, and of course, Mr. Strange)
cites influences as vast as Lady Gaga and Nine
Inch Nails. After listening to Electric Pornog-
raphy (mrstrangemedia.com), you might want
to add Queen and early Ministry to that list. Mr.
Strange makes old-school electro/industrial (re-
member those genres), and it's kind of refresh-
ing. Electrifying tracks include “Do It Like Pete
Burns,” “Stormtrooper in Drag,” “Deviant Ritual,”
and “Tension.”

Emily Wells’' Promise (Thesis + Instinct)
lives up to and exceeds the promise of her 2012
album Mama. A multi-instrumentalist known
for her violin skills, Wells delivers an album of
dreamy chamber-pop that should be sipped
slowly like a hot beverage. Theatrical, bordering
on the operatic (listen to “Los Angeles”), the al-
bum is at its most accessible on “Pack of Nobod-
ies,” “Antidote,” “You Dream of China,” “Come
to Me,” and “Richard.”

If the above-mentioned Wells has a flair for
the operatic, then the theatrical bent of The
Random Hubiak Band’s The Bleached
Bones of Titans (reverbnation.com/theran-
domhubiak) is more '70s show-tune-y. Still
exhibiting a strong Billy Joel influence, prolific
front-man Rand Hubiak is a confident-enough
songwriter fo include a three-part song-cycle—
“Jaffa I: Naked on the Rocks,” “Jaffa II: Stoned
at the Gate,” and “Jaffa Ill: Erased by Time and
Sea"—as the disc’s centerpiece.

Gregg Shapiro is a regular contributor to
OUTSMART magazine.

T H A N K S

Robert Snellgrove, Icsw
Counselor | Psychotherapist

4617 Montrose Suite C206
Houston, Texas 77006
713.522.7014 www.robertsnellgrove.com

Clairvoyant Tarot Readings By L.A.

L.A. has been providing psychic readings for more than 30 years.

Here is what one client has to say:
“As a professional forecaster myself, | can attest to L.A Brown’s
remarkable ability to “see” the future. She’s as insightful as she is
delightful, whether she’s amazing my party guests or giving me a
personal reading, L.A. is spot-on with her predictions...
and she goes out a lot farther than my 10-day forecast!”
— Frank Billingsley

CHECK OUT YOUR MONTHLY GENERAL READING ON YOUTUBE

To schedule your reading visit
www.ReadingbyLA.com

WEST HOUSTON REAL ESTATE

Jenny Schneider
832.247.1402

Cynthia Berry
713.705.3047

April Maestri
832.264.5419

FINELIVINGGROUP.COM wiffies | &iEtwe

with insights and
wisdom!beyond
the basics. Break
through barriers
and take off like
never before!
Schedule your
consultation today!

Since 1988

www.tomorrowsk
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‘Soul Serenade’

Rhythm, blues, and coming of age through vinyl.

Loving Eleanor

Susan Wittig Albert

N This fascinating story

{ - . of Lorena Hickok and
ITTIE ALBERT  Eleanor Roosevelt is set

during the chaotic years
,,--} of the Great Depression,
L v TTa e fhe New Deal, and the
E]cano & ~ Second World War. Itis
~ Hickok’s personal story,
revealing Roosevelt as
a complex, contradictory, and entirely
human woman who is pulled in many
directions by her obligations to her
husband and family and her role as the
nation’s First Lady, as well as by a com-
pelling need to care and be cared for.
Hickok is revealed as an accomplished
journalist who, at the pinnacle of her
career, gives it all up for the woman she
loves. Then, as Roosevelt is transformed
into Eleanor Everywhere/First Lady of
the World, Hickok must create her own
independent, productive life. Drawing
on extensive research of the letters that
were sealed for a decade following
Hickok’s death, the author creates a
compelling narrative: a dramatic love
story, vividly portraying two strik-
ingly unconventional women, neither of
whom is satisfied to live according to the
script society has written for her. Loving
Eleanor is a profoundly moving novel
that illuminates a relationship that few
were privileged to see—a celebration
of the depth and durability of women’s
love. Persevero Press (perseveropress.
com). —Suzie Lynde

-

inyl is making a comeback.

Those are five words that
can put a smile on a music aficio-
nado’s face. A CD isn't the same,
they say. An MP3 is nowhere
near as good. You don't get the
right sound unless you're spinning
vinyl, so it's coming back. But for
people like Rashod Ollison in Soul
Serenade, it never really left.

There was once a time when
“Dusty” Ollison’s parents were
happy. He knows it's true; he has
evidence of it, in the form of a
picture taken at the beginning of
their marriage, which lasted 13
years. When they split, he was old
enough to witness (but too young
to understand, having become
inured to the fights) the cheating
and the drinking at his home near
Hot Springs, Arkansas.

After Ollison’s father fled his
family, leaving Ollison’s mother
with a tween and two small chil-
dren, he rarely returned. But he
left a gift behind: stacks of vinyl.

Ollison says he remembers
poking around music stores
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Soul Serenade: Rhythm,

Blues & Coming of Age

through Vinyl

by Rashod Ollison

2016, Beacon Press
(beacon.org)

240 pages ® $25.95

HYUNSOO LEO KIM

with his father, ogling cov-

ers, eager for approval of his
taste in performers. Chaka
Khan, Bobby Womack, Stevie
Wonder—Ollison recalls his
fascination with the sight of
their record labels spinning on
the turntable. Michael Jackson
gave him comfort, Aretha was
a mood barometer, and they
all taught him about grown-up
love through lyrics. With his
mother working two full-time
jobs to keep food on the table,
Ollison counted on music to
anchor him. It was his means of
escape as his oldest sister took
her rage out on him, as his
family moved repeatedly and
as he was bullied in school for
“actin’ like a woman.”

While in denial at first
about his feminine gestures
and tender heart, by age 13 he
could no longer ignore that he
was gay.

School, by then, had joined
music as a thing of refuge; Ol-
lison excelled at his lessons,

By Terri Schlichenmeyer

achieved good grades, made
friends, and expanded his
playlist. As he grew, he also
wondered about his father
sometimes, but was largely
indifferent even as the man lay
dying.

And then an aunt told OI-
lison something that made him
change his tune.

Soul Serenade starts where
many good memoirs do: with
a faded picture of a time that
barely seems possible. From
there, we're surprised by a
death that promises to taint
much of what's to come, all
wrapped in family lore.

But don't get complacent.
Author Rashod Ollison doesn't
allow any lingering. Soon
enough, his story involves an-
gry yelling, a smack upside the
head, profanity, TV-as-babysit-
ter, fists, and sore feet. We're
taken from neighborhood to
neighborhood as the lights are
shut off, the rent isn't paid, and
Ollison is taunted with words
that his sister has to explain.
It's chaos, but it's also a darn
good tale in that it doesn't dis-
solve into whining or poor-me-
ing—a testament to Ollison’s
storytelling skills.

Soul Serenade is one of
those books that sticks in your
brain—not only for the musical
memories it evokes, but be-
cause the memoir itself leaves
its mark. And if that sounds like
solid gold to you, then give this
book a spin.

Terri Schlichenmeyer has been
reading since she was three
years old, and she lives on a
hill in Wisconsin with two dogs
and 11,000 books.



Daniel R. Garza,MD

& GREATEST

20157

281.610.8190

3131 Eastside St. ® Suite 415

Limited Evening Appointments Available
JSe Habla Espaiol\/

We're all in this together.

State Farm® has a long tradition of being
there. That’s one reason why I'm proud
to support and serve our community.
Get to a better State"

B Finalist
(IS BEST
734208 INSURANCE
4Ly’ AGENT

Patrick Torma, Agent

3329 Telephone Road, Suite B
Houston, TX 77023

Bus: 832-649-4311
patricio.torma.kyk3@statefarm.com
Se habla espafiol

o StateFarm

1211007 State Farm, Bloomington, IL

Celebrate New Life

Easter Worship March 27 at 8, 9:30, 11 a.m., 6 p.m.
5501 Main at Binz/Bissonnet in Museum District
See website for worship and programs year around
www.stpaulshouston.org ® 713-528-0527

o NEWPORT |

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SALES » SERVICE - INSTALLATION

- 281.808.8630
roncneon (ZZ @3B newportairnet 0% i

S ¥ LUZ

Healing Houston with Massage Therapy,
Color Therapy, Cupping Therapy and Energy Work

713.208.8957

Manuel Daniel Deleon
Visit our website: www.manosyluz.com LMT, CCP, CCT
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LAMBDA
NextGen -
JANUARY
2016 HAPPY
HOUR at
3rd FLOOR
January 26

LUEY 43
IN HOUSTON
February 11

TSSTRRNING E0W 77 'ﬂFULLY FUNCTIONAL

T EITNESS

LOCATIONS IN HEIGHTS & EADO

{1 F3 CROSS TRAINING
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Gayribbean Halloween Cruise

CARNIVAL BREEZE
October 30 — November 6, 2016
Galveston to Montego Bay, Grand Cayman & Cozumel
Our Biggest Event of the YEAR!
Shows, Parties and Halloween Costume Party
Starring Tasha Kohl and many more

Gayribbean Alaska Cruise
_ Celebrity Solstice
May 27 — June 3, 2016

Gayribbean Spring Cruise
=== Liberty of the Seas
= February 26 — March 5, 2017
Galveston to Cozumel,
Grand Cayman & Falmouth

Gayribbean Vista Cruise
Carnival Vista

—— _ April 8-16,2017

- Miami to Grand Turk, San Juan,
St. Kitts & St. Maarten

www.GayribbeanCruises.com
aust s | GALL TODAY! 877-560-8318

*All cruises are subject to availability and rules and restrictions apply. Gayribbean Cruises on board event are private events for Gayribbean Passengers only.
Gayribbean Cruises are not all-gay cruises. Call for complete details.
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PRIDE
HOUSTON
2016 - LOGO

UNVEILING &
ANNOUNCE-
MENT OF
GRAND
MARSHAL
NOMINEES at
PEARL BAR
January 28

MYSTERY and |
FANTASY 2016 |
MARDI GRAS |- -
“ANIMAL
KINGDOM"”
PARTY at
LIMELIGHT
January 30
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Galveston Island Living

Swimming Pool| Vacation Rental

=Hi

Ll

1133rd St

6805 Golfcrest
3/2/2 $220,000 | 1 2/2.5/2 $196,000

Swimming Pool| |Beach One Block

In an ever-changing industry, ' = s 7

count on me to be your constant! 7006 Popla 1412 Ave N 1/2
14/3.5/2 $269,000 | 3/2 $195,000

Michael Caballero Contact me to see how a

Escrow Officer

mcaballero@stewart.com reliable ally can help increase a’ J Oe Tra m O nte Rea Ity WORKING IN

713/401-1850 your business and improve f 7 PARTNERSHIP
CONENENT your transactions (' (409) 765-9837 M

7ROW.Ith Street TramonteRealty.com

Suite 200

[

PLUMBING COOLING HEATING INSULATION APPLIANCE REPAIR

Here’ s Your Check-Up Rieminder!
No, not THAT check up! Your A1/C is due for a check-up.

Schedule now and get pre-season
savings of only $79 per system!
Or, for only $99 we'll check your
A/C and Furnace plus throw in a
Plumbing Inspection! (fnsert joke here.)

Proud to be woman-owned!

]

(
The Cleanest Techs In Town!

.k

Monica Ryan RMP122 TACLB34739E
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GUESS WHO'S
COMING TO
BRUNCH at
THE HOME
OF TOMMY
O'NEILL

& BRENT
WHITELEY
January 31

“ALL

THE WAY”
ACT OUT at
THE ALLEY
THEATRE
February 11
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OUT & EQUAL
and MY GAY
HOUSTON
SOCIAL at
TARAKAAN
February 17

OUTREACH
UNITED 2016 -
VEGAS NIGHT
at JAGUAR
CENTRAL
HOUSTON
February 20
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Current

OutSmart Advertisers

Get your business listed here. Call 713/520-7237 ext 10 for details.

ACCOMMODATIONS/HOTELS

Jim Benton of Houst

L’Emerson Corporate Lodging
Lemerson.net

South Shore Harbour
2500 South Shore Blvd................. 281/334-1000

Catering
..713/802-2860

CHURCHES/SPIRITUAL CENTERS
Living Mosaic Church

2811 Eastman .

4920 Cullen. ..832/659-0686
ACCOUNTANTS/BOOKKEEPERS/ CPAS Resurrection MCC
Gary Gritz, CPA 2025 W 110 eeeeevseeeensiinnns 713/861-9149
230 Westcott, Ste 210 ......coccouuneee 713/784-3030 St. Luke’s Presbyterian Church
8915 Timberside Dr.................... Stlukespres.org
ADULT ENTERTAINMENT St Paul’s United Methodist Church
Megaflixxx Video L1100 LV T 713/528-0527
5909 Richmond........cccooooovvreemee 713/780-1827
CLEANING SERVICES
ADVERTISING Perfection Plus
OutSmart Magazine 713/664-9911
3406 Audubon ........ccccceerieeererinnnns 713/520-7237
CLOTHING/FASHION
AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING Mezlan Shoes
Newport Air WWW.MEZIaN.com......eeuuueeeeemerennnns 281/940-3260
NeWPOrtair.net ........eeeeeees 281/808-8630
COMMUNITY/NONPROFIT
ASTROLOGER Bering Support Network

Lilly Roddy Astrology
713/529-5842

............................................... 713-526-1017, ext.20
Diana Foundation
TheDianaFoundation.org

ATTORNEYS/LEGAL SERVICES

The Guide to Good Divorce
GuideToGoodDivorce.com......... 713/932-7177
Gonzalez Olivieri LLC

gonzalezolivierillc.com.........c..... 713/481-3040
Katine & Nechman LLP

1834 Southmore. ..............ceeeeeernnnns 713/808-1001
Law Office of Robert Hohenberger

2500 Wilcrest, Ste 300................. 713/680-9454
Law office of Kimberly D. Moss
Mosslawhouston.com................... 713/574-8626
Moore and Hunt Attorneys at Law
MooreandHunt.com..........cccoeuvveees 713/522-4282

Clyde Williams, Attorney
713/236-0064

ART GALLERIES/MUSEUMS
Archway Gallery
2305 DUNIAVY .oovveeeeeneeeeennennnnns 713/522-2409
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS
Tech Auto Maintenance
LY A TIT DO 713/863-8244
AUTOMOTIVE SALES
Advantage BMW/Midtown
2101 San Jacinto @ Gray.............. 713/289-1200
Beck & Masten Buick/GMC
12820 GUIf FWY..ooveerreeeerreeeeeeeenns 888/690-4291
Beck & Masten Kia
beckmastenkia.com...........cccooo... 281/539-1111
Clear Lake Fiat
15695 Gulf Freeway...........ccccceeeeens 281/617-4923
Land Rover Houston Central
landroverhouston.net.................. 855/983-9801
Momentum Mini
10000 S.W. FWY ..cooourrrrenccrnrrenns 800/557-5574
Planet Lincoln
PlanetLincoln.com.............cns 888-242-5059
Stewart Cadillac
2520 Main St ..855/207-9849
BAKERIES/CUSTOM CAKES
Acadian Bakers
604 W. Alabama.........cccoovrrvvemnnnnens 713/520-1484

Dessert Gallery
DessertGallery.com.... ...713-522-9999

BEAUTY/COSMETIC SERVICES

Plucked and More

811 Heights Blvd, Ste. 3............... 832/449-6528
CATERING SERVICES

Catering by Benno

BennosOfGalveston.com............ .409/762-3666

David Alcorta Catering

davidalcorta.net............ccooeerrrrvnnee 832/439-0224
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Lesbian Health Initiative (LHI)

Stages Theatre

StagesTheatre.Com ... 713-527-0123
Theatre Under the Stars

TUTS.COM cerrrerrrreeenssreenesssssneees 713/558-TUTS
Tony’s Corner Pocket

LA F 1| F: L — 832/722-7658

Toyota Center
Houstontoyotacenter.com........... 713/758-7200

FENG SHUI & ENERGY SERVICES

Tomorrow’s Key

www.tomorrowskey.com............. 713/952-5429
FERTILITY/GYNECOLOGY

Aspire Fertility

AspireFertility.com.................713/425-3003

Houston IVF

houstonivf.net..........coumreerriinennns 713/561-3439

FINANCIAL PLANNING/BANKS

Richard Dickson/Galene Financial

1700 W. Loop South, Ste 255...... 713/489-4322
Grace Yung/Midtown Financial

3355 Alabama, Ste 180............... 713/355-9833

Wells Fargo Bank
................ g www.WellsFargo.com

FITNESS CLUBS/PERSONAL TRAINERS

Club Houston

401 Branard......cooeceeeeseeeenssenns Ihihouston.org 2205 Fannin ... ..713/659-4998

MyGayHouston.com Eugenio Kettelsen/ETalent Prestige Tennis

.............................. MyGayHouston.com/discover Etalentpt.com.......cccecuvecccccsrcenees . 713/456-9206

Out 4 Brunch F3 Cross Training

out4brunch.com .......oooveveeeeeennnns 832/228-6138 2012 Center St......ceeveeuecererin 832/654-7933

OutReach United Fit Athletic Club

OutReachUnited.org ........ccouueeeeee 832/294-2944 FitHouston.com .........ccceeveeussmerrernnns 713/STAYFIT

Ryan White Planning Council Houston Gym

rWpCHOUSEON.OMG ovveeevevenreeens 713-572-3724 1501 DUNAM coooeeeineinnnns 713/880-9191
The Gym

COMPUTERS/INTERNET/IT SERVICES LEETURAT €] 1T A — 713/527-8000

Copy.com FLORISTS

1201-F Westheimer. ... 713/528-1201 Downtown Blooms
downtownblooms.com............... 409/974-4294

DRUGS/PHARMACY
AvitaPharmacy.com FOOD/SPECIALTY & SPIRITS

713/489-4362

ENERGY PROVIDERS
Brilliant Energy
Brilliantenergy.com............ .877/789-8801
ENTERTAINMENT/NIGHT LIFE
Bayou City Bar & Grill
2409 Grant St.........ooecceeeurreees BayouCityBar.com

Bayou City Concert Musicals
BayouCityConcertMusicals.org..... 713/465-6484
Bradley David Entertainment
BradleyDavidEntertainment.com...713/487-6076
F*Bar

202 Tuam., ..FBARHouston.com
George Country Sports Bar

617 FAINVIEW ...oovveeeerrvveennnveenennneenenes 713/528-8102
Island ETC (East-End Theatre Company)

| F:T, Ve | = [ O] - 409/762-3556
JR’s/Santa Fe

808 PaCifiC.....ooereereeeerreemmssrrreenneeeees 713/521-2519

Lake Charles
Visitlakecharles.org/greattimes....800/456-7952
La Torretta Lake Resort & Spa

600 La Torretta Bivd......... Latorrettalakeresort.com
Meteor

2306 GENESEE ...oovvrumreerrrssnrrrrrsanns 713/521-0123
Ministry

709 Franklin.....cccoeee. MinistryHouston.com
Montrose Mining Company

805 PACH{iC...orrrrreeeeeeeemmmmsssrereenereeees 713/529-7488
Pearl Bar

4216 Washington Ave............ pearlhouston.com
Ripcord

715 FQIrVIEW St.eeeeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeennnnns 713/521-2792
Rudyard’s

2010 Waugh ... 713/521-0521
South Beach

810 PaCifiC .occcrerveeerreneemssseeeeesenenns 713/529-7623

OutSmartMagazine.com

Bud Light

Budlight.com
Spec’s
SPecsonline.com ... mmmmmmeennns 888/526-8787
FUNERAL SERVICES

Leslie Bonnie/Dignity Memorial

713/725-2006

HAIR/NAIL/MAKE-UP SALONS
NU-Cuts Hair Salon
515 WeStheimer ...........uweerrveeeeeenns 713/524-7858

HEALTH CARE-CHIROPRACTIC

Kirby Health & Wellness/Kenneth W. Lester, D.C.

1603 Shepherd........cooueeeeeervennnnns 713/526-5252
HEALTH CARE-COUNSELING/THERAPY

D. “Woodja” Flanigan, MS, LPA

2600 SW Fwy, Ste 409 ........cees 713/589-9804

Dr. Daniel Garza, MD

2323 Shepherd, Set 805............... 281/610-8190

Dr. Barry F. Gritz, MD

230 Westcott, Ste 210 .................. 713/869-7400

Emergent Pathways

emergepsych.com .........cccocuener 346/701-1300

FIT Counseling, LLC

fitcounselingllc.com ..............cceeee. 832/919-6497

Ken McLeod, LCSW, ACSW
5909 W Loop S, Ste 480 ...
The Montrose Center

...713/628-1776

401 Branard......cooceneeeeevsssnenns 713/529-0037
Denise 0’Doherty, LPC, LMFT, LCDC, RN

3730 Kirby, Ste 910........ccoeeevervvrenns 713/524-9525
Robert Snellgrove, LMSW-ACP

4617 Montrose, Ste C206............. 713/522-7014
Christine Wysong

230 Westcott.Ste 210 .......cccouveeeee 713/869-7400

HEALTH CARE-DENTISTS
Bayou City Smiles/Marcus de Guzman, DDS
4000 Washington... .713/518-1411
Connect Dental Specialists

2902 Shepherd Dr., Ste.C........... 713/230-8350
Cory Logan, DDS
530 WaUGh ...ccovvvvevvemmmrrreeseeeeeeennns 713/942-8598

Polish Dentistry, Dianna Wilde, DDS
514 Elgin, Ste A... ...713/942-0101
LifeSmiles by Randy Mitchmore, DDS

1722 W. Alabama........coooeeeerrrreeenns 713/592-9300
Pearl Modern Dentistry

1919 TAYIOF Stueeevveeeeeeveeerveveennseenennnns 713/863-1520
Bruce W. Smith, DDS

L0 Lo T O — 713/529-4364

Sunlight Dental Group
SunlightDentalGroup.com............ 832-243-1740

HEALTH CARE-OPHTHALMOLOGISTS
Houston Eye Associates/Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD

5420 Dashwood, Ste 101.............. 713/668-9118
HEALTH CARE-OPTOMETRISTS

Boutique Eye Care

2502 Woodhead ..........ccccceeeennnnnnn. 713/528-2010
Eye Contact

2055 Westheimer ...t 713/520-6600
Eye Gallery

1806B Westheimer ...........ccco......... 713/523-1279
2542 Amherst ....832/831-7253

1700 Post Oak Blvd, Ste 110.........713/622-7470
Eye to Eye

432 W 19thcoeereeerreeessssseeeees 713/864-8822
Shumaila Haji, 0D/Texas State Optical
EnergyCorridorTSO.com............... 832/7704926
Roland Montemayor, 0D/Texas State Optical
EnergyCorridorTSO.com............. 832/770-4926
River Oaks Vision

1426 W. Gray....occceeeemeeeeeeesssreeeeeenns 713/640-2020
Spectacles on Montrose

4317 Montrose, Ste. 2 .......coceuuene 713/529-3937
Spring Eye Associates

6640 Cypresswood D...........ccc.... 281/355-9090

Woodlands 20/20
1440 Lake Woodlands Dr....... 832/412-2020

HEALTH CARE - PODIATRISTS
CALO Foot & Ankle Specialists, PLLC
6565 West Loop South, Ste 101...713/987-7791

HEALTH CARE-PHYSICIANS
Octavio Barrios, MD
507 West Gray
7106 Spencer Highway.
Carroll Clinic/James M. Carroll MD, AAHIVS
Donnie Harvey, MPAS, PA-C
4101 Greenbriar, Set 208..
Gordon Crofoot, MD
Maggie White, FNP-BC

...713/520-6360

3701 Kirby, Ste 1230 ......ccoouvvvvenenr 713/526-0005
McClung Clinic/Tony S. McClung, MD
1213 Hermann, Ste 520............... 713/528-3444

M. Sandra Scurria, MD
6565 West Loop South, Ste 300..281/661-5901

Signature Care Emergency Center
ERcare24.com

HEALTH CARE-PLASTIC SURGERY
Body Affirming Surgeries

6655 Travis St........ccoeeeereeeereenrrrnnns 713/524-4538
Camille G. Cash M.D.
Camillecashmd.com..................... 713/571-0600
Facial Plastic Surgery Associates

6655 Travis St........ccoeerrrererresrernnns 713/526-5665

HEALTH CARE-SERVICES

Apollo Image Enhancement Center

Apolloimage.net...........cccccccccenr 713/669-0031
For Free Help to Quit Smoking

R GO 11T 0] ¢ 877/YES-QUIT
Houston Area Community Services/HACS
2150 W 18th St. ..ooeeeeeevveeeeiris 713/426-0027
Legacy Community Health Services

215 Westheimer..........coooeeeveuvenees 713/830-3000



Research Access Network
4101 Greenbriar Dr #200........... 713/526-7736
Ryan White Planning Council

RWPCHouston.org. 713/572-3784
St. Hope Foundation
OfferingHope.org.........cccuwweeeeenneees 713/778-1300
HEALTH CARE-SKIN CARE
Heights Dermatology/Alpesh Desai, MD
2120 Ashland........cccooeeeereeceennnnnns 713/864-2650
Skin Renaissance Laser/Octavio Barrios, MD
507 West Gray........ccoeeermeenesnnnns 713/942-7546

PHOTOGRAPHERS

Dalton DeHart Photography
DaltonDehart.com....
Yvonne Feece Photography

yvonnefeece.com .......ceeeeennns 832/876-1053

.713/622-2202

PLUMBING

HEALTH CARE-UROLOGISTS

McClung Clinic/Tony S. McClung, MD
1213 Hermann, Ste 520................ 713/528-3444

HEALTH CARE-WEIGHT LOSS CLINICS
Dr. B-Fit/ Octavio Barrios, MD

517 West Gray ..........cooeeeermeeneeeeens 713/942-7546
HOME FURNISHINGS/ACCESSORIES
Cantoni

9889 Westheimer .........oovvveeeeeeenens cantoni.com

EC Furniture Outlet

9200 Hempstead Rd., Ste 150 .....713/725-2405
Fountains and Statuary

11804 Hempstead Rd
Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams

713/957-3672

4091 Westheimer...........co....coueeees 832/397-5130
Noel Luxury Living
2727 SW Freeway ...........ccoueceeernenns 713-874-5200

INSURANCE AGENCIES/AGENTS

McShane Insurance Services
mcshaneinsurance.com713/439-7504 6575 W

LoOp S, Ste 185....ceeeeenreeeenrnns 713/661-7700
Patrick Torma/State Farm
3329 Telephone, Ste B2.................. 81/723-1294
JEWELERS
Silverlust
1338-C Westheimer..................... 713/520-5440
Zadok
Zadok.com ... 713/960-8950
LANDSCAPING/LAWN
A.J.’s Landscaping & Design, Inc.
AlsLandscaping.com.........coo 713/957-0449
MASSAGE THERAPISTS

Ryan Fugate, RMT

RyanMassageWorks.com. 713/269-7926

Joel Leal, RMT
713/397-8808
Manos Y Luz
Manosyluz.com..........ceeereeeeeeeesrens 713/208-8957
PEST CONTROL SERVICES
Andy’s All Star Pest Control
713/732-7742
PET SERVICES & SUPPLIES
Aquarium World
13157 Northwest Fwy................... 713/329-9989
Central Pet Market
2007 W. Alabama St.........cccceeveeeee 713/533-9599

John Andrews Pet Salon
johnandrewspetsalon.com.......... 713/963-9595
Last Wishes/Animal Hospice

1302 Waugh .................................... 713/452-0474
Midtown Veterinary Hospital
MidtownVetHospital.com............ 713-528-4900
Molly’s Mutthouse

3407 Montrose 832/581-2453

3410 N. Shepherd ...713/426-6888
2755 Vossdale. 281/501-9062
PatioGate Pet Resort
PatioGatePetResort.com.............. 713/364-4763
South By South Vets

Southbysouthvets.com.com.......713/987-3237
Spay-Neuter Assistance Program

SNAPUS.OMG. .crrveeeverresesssrreeeenneees 713/862-3863
West Alabama Animal Clinic
2030 W. Alabama.........ooovvveveeeeeeeens 713/528-0818

Village Plumbing & Appliance
5403 Kirby ...cccovveevrrrreennnnnns 713/224-DRIP(3747)

POOL & POOL SERVICES

Tranquility Pools
713/447-9201

PRINTING/COPY CENTERS
Copy.com
1201-F Westheimer.........cccccccuvueeee 713/528-1201

REAL ESTATE-MORTGAGE/TITLE

Academy Mortgage/Cody Grizzoffi

601 Sawyer Street, Ste 660.......... 832/541-1103
Nikki Richmond -

Residential Mortgage Loan Originator
Innerlooploans.com............cc.... 832/763-1315
Republic Mortgage/Robert M. Spiegel

2121 Sage Road, Ste 140.............. 713/961-5363

Stewart Title/Michael Caballero
603 W. 11th .ooeeeeeeevveeee 713/401-1850

REAL ESTATE-REALTORS

Bob Beszhorn/Boulevard Realty

1545 HEights ..ovvveeeeeeeeeeeeeeessssennnns 281/650-2726
David Bowers/The House Company/Galveston
David@DavidBowers.com.......... 409/763-2800
Karen Derr/Karen Derr Realty

karenderr.com ... 713/875-7050
Jeremy Fain/Greenwood King Properties
713/677-4337

Cindy Hamann/KellerWilliams

1401 Woodlands Pkwy............ccc.... 281/413-1187
Richard Hill/Keller Williams
richardhill.com...................... 713/863-9494

Wade Knight/Martha Turner/Sotheby’s Intl.
WadeKnight.com.. .713-582-0264
Debbie Levine/Greenwood King Properties
713/942-6857
Lynette Lew/Better Homes and Gardens
LynetteLew.com 713/582-2202
Vinod Ramani/Urban Living Realtors

5023 Washington..............ccee 713/868-7226
Caroline Schlemmer/Greenwood King
CarolineSchlemmer.com 713/446-2716
Alexander Song/Keller Williams Southwest

har.com/alexsong...........cccccouueeees 832/533-5308
Tom Schwenk/The House Company
TheHouseCompany.com.............. 713-857-2309

Tim Surratt/Greenwood King

713/320-5881
VJ Tramonte/Joe Tramonte Realty

1802 Broadway/Galveston.......... 409/765-9837
Jeffrey Walters/Virginia Malone & Associates
jeff@virginiamalone.com........... 281/928-5422
Andy Weber/John Daugherty Realtors

520 Post Oak.. ... 713/724-4306
Anthony Upton Properties
anthonyuptonproperties.com ...713/528-0050

Dessert Gallery

DessertGallery.com.........ccoousmeeens 713-522-9999
Giacomo’s

3215 Westheimer .............eevveeeeeeees 713/522-1934
Gloria’s

2616 Louisiana............. GloriasRestaurants.com
House of Blues

1204 Caroline ......cooeeeerrseeessrree 888/402-5837
Jenni’s Noodle House

3111 S. Shepherd......ooooeeeeeeeeerennnnns 713/523-7600

2027 Post Oak ...
602 East 20th
Laurenzo’s Restaurant

713/621-4200
713/862-3344

4412 Washington ... 713/880-5111

Pizaro’s Pizza Napoletana

1000 West Gray. .832/742-5200

14028 Memorial Dr...........ccccceennt 281/589-7277

Pizza L'Vino

544 Waugh Dr-.. 713/526-1000

2524 Rice Blvd... ...832/380-3100

Pizzeria Solario

3333 Weslayan, ste 100............... 713/892-8100

Rivas Italian Restaurant

1117 MiSSOUTT Stovevuunereevveserreersnenns 713/529-3450

Rudyard’s

2010 WaUGN .ccoveeeeieeinnnns 713/521-0521

Ruggles River Oaks

2305 West Alabama. ... 713/533-0777
SPECIALTY RETAIL

Fabrictopia

6959 Harwin Dr. Ste. 103 ............. 713/977-0749

TELEPHONES/CELL/WIRELESS

Premier Wireless

12220 MUrphy ......oooeeeeeeeeceeeeeennnnns 281/575-8500
TRAVEL/TRAVEL AGENCIES

Aquafest

Aquafestcruises.com........... 800/592-9058

Concierge Travel, Inc

4920 MIMOSQ..oueureeersrreeessseneessens 713/661-2117
Gayribbean Cruises
GayribbeanCruises.com.............. 877/560-8318

WEDDING SERVICES - BAKERS

Acadian Bakers
604 W. Alabama...
Dessert Gallery

.713/520-1484

DessertGallery.com............ccccoue. 713-522-9999
WEDDING SERVICES - CATERERS
Catering by Benno

BennosOfGalveston.com.......... 409/762-3666
David Alcorta Catering

davidalcorta.net...................ceeees 832/439-0224
Jim Benton of Houston Catering
2811 Eastman .......coocccevvcennevvernnnnns 713/802-2860

WEDDING SERVICES - FLORISTS
Downtown Blooms
DowntownBlooms.com...

409/974-4294

WEDDING SERVICES - SERVICES

Bradley David Entertainment
BradleyDavidEntertainment.com. 713/487-6076
My Texas Gay Wedding

.................................... MyTexasGayWedding.com

WEDDING SERVICES - VENUES
La Torretta Lake Resort & Spa
600 La Torretta....... LaTorrettalLakeResort.com

South Shore Harbor Resort & Spa
SSAF.COM....oveteeeeee e 281/334-1000

For advertising and subscription
information, call 713/520-7237.
www.OutSmartMagazine.com

REAL ESTATE SERVICES

Brokers Only

brokersonly.org..... .713/302-7036

RESTAURANTS/COFFEE/WINE BARS

1308 Annex

322 Westheimer...........ccooeevvvvvennee 713/807-8101
1308 Cantina

1308 MONErOSe ....ooovvvvvvvenscnrrrinnns 281/807-8996
Acadian Bakers

604 W.AIAbama .........ccuvveevvvenrreenns 713/520-1484
Benno’s On The Beach

1200 Seawall BIV............cceumuveenenns 409/762-4621
Big Eyed Fish

908 Henderson St.................ueeweees 713/714-8367
Candylicious/The Chocolate Bar

dnuy
1835/1837 W. Alabama
2521 University Blvd.....

... 713/520-8599
...713/520-8888

GREENE

Lynette

OutSmartMagazine.com

Buying, Selling and Investments

Available for all your Commercial and Residential Real Estate Needs

i} Gary Greene ;"

Fhe Woedlands /-

Lew - 713.582.2202

Residential and Commercial Realtor
Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate Gary Greene
Gary Greene Commercial Properties

Lynette@LynetteLew.com | www.LynetteLew.com
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ACCOMMODAT10NS

Real help. Sz

PC HomeTect
In-Home
Computer Services

 11832.496.9246

Dexter’s
5 Star Service

Doing the chores you hate to do

* ok K K K

Cleaning - Bartending
Designated Driver
House/Pet Sitting or Just ask!

Bob Samora 832/252-1961
creative ¢ professional

reliable * detailed - flexible

= Nightlife,

Corporate,

Public &
Private Events

Voted Outsmart's

Gayest & Greatest

Best Female DJ |-
2013 & 2014

QutvSmart

Taking Applications for:
Advertising
Sales Reps

Successful candidates must
be organized, self-motivated,
energetic, outgoing,
creative and goal-oriented.
Experience in advertising and
marketing sales preferred.
Salary+Commission, health
benefits program included.

Email resume:
Employment@
OutSmartMagazine.com.
Attn: Tom Fricke, Assoc. Publisher.

MONTROSE

OFFICE SPACE
Perfect for Psychotherapist,
Personal Coach, etc. Utilities,
Phone, Voicemail included.
24 hour, 7 day access. $700/mo.

(713) 817- 4507
AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY

MASSAGE & BODYWORK

Awesome
&

Barryy, [T
626.367.8321

License #ME2726

Ste. C @ Bellaire Blvd.
Reward Yourself

ANICE TOUCH, RELAXATION
OF BODY AND MIND BY

LEE

Centrally Located; 7 Days,
Evenings, Out Calls Welcome

832.978.7017

INCALL/OUTCALL MASSAGE
HOLIDAY GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

POOL SERVICES

www.reflection
poolsandspas.com

WWW.GAYREALESTATE.COM
Instant FREE Access to Houston & the
Nation’s Top Gay Realtors! Choose your
Perfect Agent On-Line. Buying? Selling?
Relocating? www.GayRealEstate.com or
Toll Free 1-888-420-MOVE (6683)

HEIGHTS - NEW CONSTRUCTION
207 MUNFORD (between Harvard & Cortlandt)
2-story 4/5bdrms. 4 baths 3130 sq.ft. 5,300 lot
Gorgeous finishes, no carpet, security gate
Versatile floorplan. Front & back decks
713-582-8124 - by owner
www.ahpaull.com/munford

Westbury Area Home for Sale

Updated 3/2/2, Another custom
home in a quiet neighborhood
with great schools. Close to
downtown, medical center & the
Galleria. Lots of updates, new
appliances, fridge, dishwasher,
gas range with convection oven,
HVAC, water heater, new drive-
way, and double pane/double
hung windows. Home also in-
cludes a sprinkler system in the
font/back yard. 5446 Kinglet St .
Westbury Area. $375,00. Andrea
713-504-2525.
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LET OUR GIFTED PSYCHICS TAKE YOU ON A SPIRITUAL
JOURNEY LIKE YOU'VE NEVER BEEN BEFORE.

SPECIALIZED IN RELATIONSHIPS, CAREER,

FAMILY MEMBERS & FINANCES.

OUR PSYCHICS DO NOT ASK QUESTIONS -
THEY GIVE ANSWERS.

Which Would
You Rather Have?

The Wax Master
Specializing in Men's Body Waxing

713.600.1027
thewaxmaster.com

(WEBSITE PC SUPPORTED ONLY)

/AR S | E— R I N i W

IHRIRH&DD@E

ffiddeleuononsoukgenloNE S

Thank you for supporting
our advertisers!

MARKETPLACE
ADVERTISING RATES

Deadline:

March 15 for the April issue.
For rates/information
call 713/520-7237 ext. 10.




IDEAL FOR SUMMER INTERNS

When business or pleasure brings you
to Houston for a month or more,
why not make L’Emerson your address?

bx\\\r\\le Apar Ly J'.'.f‘J;J'
&

{ \ L{ + All the amenities of home.
. ) ¢ 7?/
\ y (_/ ”@F/? )0 + Ideally situated in the
HOUSTON , Montrose-Midtown area.
) A & ’ » Much more affordable than
I a_a J L o\_\ﬁl‘ a downtown hotel room.
~Jed "‘nr POrE ate -

Tom Fricke, Proprietor

210 Emerson Street * Houston, Texas 77006
\ www.LEmerson.net

1eCH Ao

MAINTENANCE

& GREATEST

+» 20+Years Experience in Houston
« State-of-the-Art Auto Repair Facility

_ Gl VOTED BEST
* Mechanics Specializing in AUTO MECHANICS
Both Domestic Import Vehicles by OutSmart Readers

2013-2015

* Quality, Reliable and Professional
Service at Competitive Rates

* Guaranteed Parts & Services
* Hours: Monday-Friday 7am-6pm

+ 24/7 Towing Direct to Tech Auto
Call 281/858-0984

Maticnal Institutad for
@AUTGMUTIVE
2= SERVICE
EXCELLENCE BOBBY HARTING, OWNER
37 Waugh Drive * Houston, TX 77007
TechAutoMaintenance.com

Right now.is the perfect opportunity
% T0 BE PROUD OF WHO YOU-ARE TR R
to my OutSmart

* readers for voting me

YDURSELF AND UTHEHS Best Astrologer for

all of these years”
X TO SHOW GRATITUDE TO_THOSE *
YOU LOVE AND TRULY APPRECIATE

votea ST ASTROLOGER
by OutSmart Readers

LILLY RODDY

*

L | L
ASTROLOGER

2K Personal astrological sessions

¥ Relationship readings < personal / business

X Presentations & lectures to organizations

lillycath@aol.com * www.lillyroddy.com
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' HS HEW‘NEW ORLEANS STYlE COURTYARD.& PATIO_

MONDAY:- SATURDAY"["?"AM =9'PM
0P EN
.CIH- 8 DI N N'E'R

“MON:SAT-7A-2A [ [SUN 11A-2A
2409 GRANT ST
BAYOUCITYBAR.COM

If you want to drink, that’s your business.
If you want to stop, that’s ours.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

Hundreds of meetings a week in your area.
Call (713) 686-6300 or visit www.aahouston.org
For general information visit: www.aa.org

BAr & CLuB GuiDE

Houston

13 ENTERTAINMENT
This comfortable club located in the Heights
is a convenient alternate to inner-Montrose
haunts. Patrons journey past the comfy seat-
ing and romantic lighting to find a spacious
patio where they sometimes fire up the bar-
becue grill. 1537 N. Shepherd « 713.426.1313.

BAYOU CITY BAR & GRILL
This always-fun party bar opens daily (7am-
2am Mon.-Sat., 11am-2am Sun.), serving
fantastic food (11am-9pm) daily. Fifty-cent
wing specials on Tuesday and Thursday pack
the house. “Let Us Entertain You" with our
Sunday drag performances. Party promo-
tions nightly. Crawfish served every Sunday
T1am-9pm. 2409 Grant St. « 713.522.2867 «
bayoucitybar.com.

BLUR
This multi-level dance club features a patio
upstairs lounge and balconies that over-
look Pacific St. Ladies enjoy Wet and Wild
Wed., 18-year-olds are welcome on Thurs.,
resident DJ Lorenzo spins Wed.-Sat. nights,
DJ Pollo spins Karumba Latin night on Sun.
Happy hour 8-10pm; free cover before 11pm.
710 Pacific St. « blurbar.com.

CLUB 2020
Located downtown, this urban club features
Clubbers Friday with male and female
dancers. lts 6,400 square feet also offers
theater-sized viewing screens and VIP rooms.
2020 Leeland * 713.227. 9667 = club-
2020houston.com.

CLUB CRYSTAL
If you miss the now-closed Inergy, you'll find
many of its former staff, management, and
décor at this two-room Latin/hip-hop club.
Sunday evening drag shows rule the roost.
6680 Southwest Frwy, next to Colorado ¢
713.278.2582 « crystaltheclub.com.

CROCKER BAR
Resident DJ Johnny spins on Fri. and Sat.
nights at this comfortably remodeled
Montrose nightspot that also offers karaoke
on Tuesdays and Thursdays and extended
happy-hour prices throughout the week. 2312
Crocker * 713.529.3355.

F BAR
Award-winning DJs spin nightly at this
“boutique nightclub” that offers elegance
without arrogance and features a stage, dance
floor, VIP area, glass-encased quiet bar, and
attractive patio. Tues. and Sun. drag shows
feature frequent special guests. 202 Tuam St.
« fbarhouston.com « 713.522.3227.

GEORGE
Regulars rule at this comfortable neighbor-
hood sports bar, just like most other
neighborhood sports bars in town. Sports
Saturdays and Sundays start at 3pm with dart
and pool tournaments. 617 Fairview e
713.528.8102.

GUAVA LAMP
This trendy and friendly video and cruise bar
gets busy during happy hour and stays busy
'til closing. Karaoke on Wed. and Sun.,
sometimes offering prizes, always packs the
place. 570 Waugh Dr. » 713.524.3359 «
guavalamphouston.com.

JR’S BAR & GRILL
With house emcee Kofi, OutSmart's Gayest
and Greatest reigning drag champion, this
Montrose standard offers drag and stri
shows throughout the week, karaoke Thurs.
and Sun., plus pool tables, male dancers,
and award-winning cocktails. 808 Pacific St. «
jrsbarandgrill.com « 713.521.2519.

METEOR
The men of Manwatch and Muscles in Action
rinse down in the “Meteor Shower” stall in
this posh but comfy lounge on the downtown
edge of Montrose, accompanied by DJ Athena
on Friday and award- -winning DJ Eddie E on
Saturday. Open Thurs.-Sat. 2306 Genesee St.
* meteorhouston.com ¢« 713.521.0123.

MICHAEL'S OUTPOST
Jerry Atwood, Clay Howell, Neil Massey, Steve
Wheaton, and Roger Woest take turns at the
keys at this comfortable neighborhood piano
bar. 1419 Richmond Ave. * 713.520.8446.

MINISTRY
One of Houston's largest dance venues and
the original birthplace of Eagle! Open 10pm-
10am, Thurs.-Sat., Ministry is located in one
of the most iconic venues in the city—the only
underground space with two patios overlook-
ing the newly redesigned Bayou trails, below

MIXING LIVE ON STAGE

RESIDENT DJ

ILL-SET

GUESTS DJs WEEKLY

10-2am

HIP-HOP | LATIN | HOUSE | TOP 40
HOOKAH + DRINK SPECIALS
TO"YAAAS” FOR!

+
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Behind the Bar

the historic Magnolia Ballroom. Thursdays
are Hip Hop, Fridays (Electro House),

& Saturdays (Dubstep, Trap, and House).
@MinistryHouston  ministryhouston.com «
709 Franklin St.

MONTROSE MINING COMPANY
Studly male dancers bump and grind every
night at this leather/denim spot, offering
Montrose’s lowest vodka drinks with Trash
Disco Sundays. The two-tier back patio bar
provides a perch for viewing the Pacific Street
scenery. 805 Pacific St. « themine
houston.com « 713.529.7488.

NEON BOOTS

DANCEHALL & SALOON
Houston's only LGBT country dancehall is
located in the historic Esquire Ballroom and
opens Wednesday-Sunday. The new outside
patio and stage are open. Wednesday
features SteaE Night and Bingo. Free dance
classes on Thursdays and Karaoke. Saturday
night the dance floor fills with the best
C&W ... check their website for all specials,
events and times. 11410 Hempstead Hwy *
neonbootsclub.com * 713.677.0828.

PEARL BAR

This LGBT—friendIy lounge is open under
“familiar” management in the Washington
corridor. Daily hlEhhghtS range from open
mic night to steak night to appearances by DJ
Kittie and DJ Ben Phoenix from KRBE. Drink

specials and more. 4216 Washington «
pearlhouston.com.

THE RIPCORD
This well-kept, multi-roomed leather
bar for men and their friends boasts a busy
patio, especially on the weekends. The Black
Hawk Leather shop is located inside the club,
providing BDSM essentials. 715 Fairview Ave.
* 713.521.2792.

RUDYARD'S
The eclectic British pub is known for its
craft beers as well as for the burgers. Most
weekends you'll find up-and-coming local
bands rocking the house. 2010 Waugh Dr. «
rudyardspub.com « 713.521.0521.

SOUTH BEACH
This mega-dance club is a frequent winner
of OurSuart's Gayest and Greatest awards,
with DJ Eddie E spinning on Fri., and DJ
Joe Ross playing pop & dance music videos
on Sat. No cover before 11pm. 810 Pacific St.
« sobehouston.com = 713.529.SOBE.

TC'S SHOWBAR
With the longest daily happy hours in
Montrose (8am-10pm), it's no wonder this

neighborhood watering hole is so Fopular
Owner Tim Puﬁh says 1C's has built quite a
reputation as the perfect spot to celebrate
special occasions. Other big draws are the
rag shows Wednesday-Sunday and karaoke
Monday & Wednesday. 817 Fairview
713.526.2625 * tcsshowbar.com.

TONY’S CORNER POCKET
This comfortable club located close to
downtown has one of the friendliest bar
staffs in town, both inside & outside at its
patio bar. The raised stage where local
charities perform also features an amateur
dance contest each Thurs., Fri., & Sat. at
11pm. Opens daily at noon. 817 W. Dallas «
713.571.7870 « tonyscornerpocketbar.com.

VIVIANA'S
This club, in a new location, appeals to fans
of Latino music and drag alike. 4624 Dacoma
* 713.681.4104.

Beaumont

ORLEANS STREET PUB AND PATIO
The place to hang for food, fun, and booze in
a newly renovated pub, in good weather or
bad. Open every night from 7pm-2am. 650
Orleans « 409.835.4243.

Bryan/College Station

HALO VIDEO BAR
The only LGBT dance club in Bryan/College
station, this sleek spot is open Thurs -Sat.
Smack in the middle of Aggieland, “our venue
is always packed with the hotties,” the
owners promise. 121 North Main'»
979.823.6174 + halobcs.com.

Galveston

23RD ST. STATION
A new face on the Island bar scene is here.
The bar features a neighborhood-bar feel
with octane. Drink s(feuals daily and
the weekend is filled with pulsing music, hot
dancers, drag shows, and a Sunday Tea
Dance. 1706 23rd St. * 409.621.1808.

ROBERT’S LAFITTE _
A neighborhood bar, the Island institution
attracts a colorful crowd of regulars and
travelers. The private patio includes a
swimming pool. On Sat. and Sun. nights, the
Ladies of Lafitte show takes the stage. 2501
Avenue Q (at 25th) = 409.765.9092.

THIRD COAST DOWNTOWN BAR
The newest and largest dance club in Galves-
ton features the best shows on the island
Friday and Saturday nights hosted by KiKi
Dion Van Wales. Sunday Fun Day features
Drag Bingo, followed by The Chat—an hour
of humor and topical discussions. Then
there’s the Texas Hold 'Em tournament, and
finish the night with karaoke hosted by Taylor
L. Much more Monday through Thursday.
Doors open at 4 p.m. Mon.-Sat., and at 3
p.m. Sun. 4216 Postoffice St. « 409/765 6911.

Spring

RANCH HILL SALOON
With its two pool tables, 52-inch plasma
televisions, and large dance floor, this
popular northside spot also offers DJs
Thursday-Saturday. 247041 |-45N Suite 103
281.298.9035 « ranchhill.com.

THE ROOM BAR AND LOUNGE
One of only two LGBT hangouts in North
Houston/Spring, this bar and video lounge
has a laidback atmosphere where everyone
is welcome and everyone is friendly to each
other. The Room Bar and Lounge offers
something for everyone, including daily drink
specials, karaoke, free pool, drag shows, and
live DJs several nlghts aweek. 4915 FM 2920
« roombarspring.com * 281.907.6866. M

WHAT THE DUCK SHOW!
Wednesdays, 8:30pm

TONY’S CORNER POCKET

817 W. Dallas « 713/571-7870

‘= A HOUSTON.TRADITION SINCE 1978 -

~MILLIONS 'OF BEERS.

DELICIOUS BURGERS ® SUCCULENT PULLED PORK TACOS
FaBULOUS FisH & CHIPS ¢ AN ARRAY OF CRAFT BEERS

All Flavors $5.00
Open to Close

Your Country Sports Bar

Mon-Sat 7am-2am
Sunday 12pm - 2am

HOURS:

always open * steam * sauna * whirlpool * huge outdoor pool & patio
private dressing rooms * lockers * full gym * guest memberships available * 18+ only

; EN I'l'SE-LEi
2205 Fannin Street * Houston * (713)659-4998 * www.theclubs.com

OutSmartMagazine.com | MARCH 2016 | 111



... more so than usual.

his is a particularly active and energetic

month. Normally, this means we are mak-
ing decisions and making some headway in
our lives. We get a boost from the solar eclipse
in Pisces, connecting us to our inner lives. The
corresponding lunar eclipse on the 22nd in
Libra will prompt us to share more of our inner
lives with others. Can we trust our intuition and
our choices? ® The last week in March is very
energetic and could create some rocky and un-
expected events. ® The sun enters Aries, the sign
of spring, on the 19th at 11:30 p.m., and Easter
is the first Sunday after the March 23 Full Moon
and the March 19 entrance of the sun into Aries.

(March 21-April 19). You are in a time of
hibernation and retreat. Choose your company
carefully this month, because you will not be
up for much drama. Continue to pay attention
to your health and workout regimens. You can
certainly make a lot of headway there. You will
emerge from your time of retreat much more
energetic and willing to get back to the projects
at hand. The full Moon on the 23rd will bring
relationships into focus for you. There are big
changes happening at work at the end of the
month. You will want to be your own boss and
have more control over what goes on.

(April 20~May 20). This month you
are focused on your career and your business
and community associations. This could be an
especially good time to take on a leadership role
in an organization that is connected to furthering
your career or security goals. Friends and associ-
ates can be especially helpful and supportive this
month. Don't be afraid to call on them. Relation-
ship energies are very strong, and potentially
very reactive. Toward the end of the month,
you're ready to have some time to yourself.

(May 21-June 21). This continues to be
a busy and active time for the Geminis. A part
of you is trying to expand and step off the path
you have been following for a long time. You
are having stronger expectations, and want to
have a more direct hand in your decisions and
choices. You are having an especially strong
focus on your career, both this year and this
month. You will be narrowing down your options
after the 25th of this month. The relationships
in your life are also going through a similar re-
evaluation process. Look for friends to be more
supportive in the latter part of the month.

(June 22-July 22). As the month
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opens, you are in a much more intellectually
creative time that's especially good for teaching,
writing, or working on continuing education.
You have been continually trying fo establish

a new path in your life, and while you haven't
exactly arrived at that point, you are getting
prepared to do something about it. In the latter
half of the month, you are much more energetic
and clear about what you want to do. Continue
to work out and focus on getting healthier.

(July 23-August 22). Relationships continue
to play a significant role in the early part of the
month. You will want to interact and feel more
connected with those closest to you. You are still
putting a lot of energy info your home and your
family by trying fo get things cleaned up and
organized. Some family members will not be
open and accepting of your new plans. You have
been discovering some of your hidden talents
this year, and you are looking to give this part of
yourself a real place in your life—and in a po-
tential new career. Toward the end of the month,
you're feeling much more active and energetic.

(August 23-September 22). Relationships
take the spotlight this month, and it's a good time
to renew your existing relationships or market
yourself for a new partnership. You continue to
be in a review-and-renew time with your career.
You are looking for something to feel more con-
nected to, so that your work fulfills a sense of in-
ner satisfaction rather than feeling like you're just
rolling the rock uphill all day. This is also a good
time to be doing home repairs, or even to con-
sider relocating. Toward the end of the month,
you will begin to focus on your financial life and
freeing yourself from financial burdens.

(September 23-October 23). This month
you are focused on organizing your office,
home, and health routines. Take a gentle ap-
proach to your health, such as yoga or Tai Chi
Chuan. Relationships take on more significance
by the latter part of the month. It continues to
remain unseftled with your relationships as you
work out new rules and new freedoms. Condi-
tions continue to shift at home as you are work-
ing on home remodeling or even moving. This
can be a time when you have to deal with your
parents as they age, forcing you to take on more
familial duties and responsibilities.

(October 24-November 21). Your
need to rush rush rush and get things done yes-
terday finally begins to slow down after March
5. Your relationship dynamics will also be less
confrontational, and hopefully you will be able
to sleep better. You are paying a lot more atten-
tion to your finances this year, and especially
this month. Toward the end of the month, you be-
gin to work on improving your work environment
and your health. This continues to be a good
year for you to involve yourself in community or
business organizations. Don't be afraid to step
into a leadership role.

(November 22-December 21).

This month you are very much more energetic,

OutSmartMagazine.com

By Lilly Roddy )

ready to start new endeavors and confront the
problems in your life. Mars, planet of action,
enters your sign for the next three months. This
is also a great time for getting yourself in shape.
And all the while, you are continuing to consider
long-term security plans associated with your
career and your relationships. Home and fam-
ily are very important this month, and you may
need to have evenings to yourself to recover
from the constant daytime pressures. You do
lighten up some by the end of the month, but
you are still trying to make the best use of your
time, love, and money!

(December 22-January 19). The
need for some level of constant and continuing
change has been keeping you going for several
months now. You are ready to take a break from
all the activity, especially in the first half of the
month. If you have the time, take the opportunity
to get away from your work and routines for
a short trip out of fown. It will do wonders for
you. Even if you can only turn off your electronic
leash for a weekend, you will benefit from that
release. Toward the end of the month, you are
back on the busy track and focusing more on
your family and home life. Clean out those clos-
ets and storerooms.

(January 20-February 18). This
month you are working on making better use of
your skill sets. You will be more aware of how
you are treated by other people. You may be
looking for a better place to work, and especial-
ly to increase your financial base. Friends and
community groups will need your help and sup-
port this month. In business, this is a good time
for you to take a leadership role in your commu-
nity. By the end of the month, you are ready to
take action on the plans you came up with in the
earlier part of the month. Make sure you have
an exit plan, just in case you get overwhelmed.

(February 19-March 20). Happy birth-
day to the Mermaids and Mermen. This is your
personal yearly cycle
of review and putting
news ideas into ac-
tion. This continues
to be a period when
you are looking at
how you can make
the best use of your
time. Although there
are plenty of social
activities and travel
opportunities, you are weighing and measuring
the cost and the benefits of any activity that you
commit to. This continues to be a good time for
relationships—business, friendship, or romance.
You are more action-oriented and focused on
your finances as we get to the end of the month.
This is a good time to promote yourself in your
career. Take a leadership role—they are just
waiting for you to do it.

Read Lilly Roddy’s 2016 forecast at OQurSmMART
MacaziNE.com. For more astro-insight, log on to
lillyroddy.com.
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On January 28, Planned Parenthood Gulf Coast held its
Roe v. Wade Luncheon at the Westin Galleria. Pictured
are Melaney Linton and Jamia Wilson.

chez Cosmetics held a pre-sell at Sloan Hall. Pictured
are Miya Shay, Marcus Sloan, Edward Sanchez,
Kady Smalley, Shawn Kuehn, and Shannon Hall.

2%
The Diana Foundation held its “Diana Cajun Review”
event on February 20 at the Magnolia Ballroom. Pic-

tured are Nathan Wright, Tanner Williams, Phillip
Johnson, and Everett Evans.

Fu, DJ Crain, and Robert Vasquez.

On February 20, OutReach United held its “OutReach Goes Vegas” night at Jaguar
Central Houston. Pictured are Bryant Johnson, Gary Wood, Justin Pitt William

OutSmartMagazine.com
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The Gay & Lesbian Victory Fund held its Table Captains
event on February 4 at the home of Dean Putterman.
Pictured are Putterman, Elizabeth Campbell, Ed
Finger, Aisha Moodie-Mills, Travis Torrence,
Tammi Wallace, and Ryan Lindsay.

Aim

The Mystery & Fantasy Mardi Gras Party was held
on January 30 at Limelight. Pictured are Robert
Harwood, Ed Bradshaw, Arnold Arenas, Clifford
Dotson, and Scott Miller.

On January 21, Out & Equal and My Gay Houston held
their social at Tarakaan. Pictured are Dave Gyranow-
icz, Mike Craig, Sabrina lacovazzo, A.J. Mistretta,

and Piran Esfahani.

On February 11, the Houston GLBT Political Caucus
held a fundraiser at the home of Constable Alan
Rosen. Pictured are Jennifer Schechter Rosen,
Constable Rosen, Alan Bernstein, and members of
the Caucus board.

On February 6, MSIO held its “Mystic Project Runway”
event at the Power Center. Pictured are MSIO Royalty
1l Kaylynn Burns and David Wallace.

On January 31, HRC Houston held its “Guess Who's
Coming to Brunch” event at the home of Tommy
0’Neill and Brent Whiteley. Pictured are Whiteley,
O’Neill, Daniél Rose, Randall Hance, and Steve
Bolton.

Houston Public Media held its special final taping of Manor of Speaking on
February 23. Pictured are Bishop Andy Doyle, Helen Mann, Ernie Manouse,

Luke Wrobel, Joanne King Herring, and St. John Flynn.



CHANGING
THE FACE OF
AMERICA'S
POLITICS.

FOR 25 YEARS, the Victory Fund has championed
openly LGBT candidates and elected officials,
building a nationwide movement supporting LGBT
leadership. Together, we've helped elect the

Mayor of Houston, 7 LGBT members of the House
of Representatives, a United States Senator and
authentic LGBT representation in the legislatures of
39 states. Come celebrate our silver anniversary at the
annual Houston Victory Fund Champagne Brunch!

Sunday, April 17, 2016 Tables are available at:
The Corinthian victoryfund.org/houston

202 Fannin Street OR call Joe Sangirardi
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 202.567.3305

OutReach United ® John Palmer Art
Gallery & Studios * Matthew Shailer
Karen Speed & Laurie Morrison
Travis Torrence ® Bryan Vezey

*as of February 18, 2016
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1006 Missouri Street ® Houston, Texas 77006
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