


WE BELIEVE THAT FAMILIES,
LIKE BABIES, COME IN ALL
SHAPES AND SIZES.

aspire

FERTILITY

We create families.

We're changing the way fertility services are provided.
To everyone.

Contact us to learn more:

713.425.3003 | aspirefertility.com

Our common purpose is to achieve the highest bar in experience,
science, and medicine—no exceptions.
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BECOME A MEMBER OF THE NEW

Greater Houston LGBT
Chamber of Commerce

Connect with other LGBT and allied business owners
and professionals through special networking and
business development programs, and engage with

the LGBT supportive business community.

Visit www.HoustonLGBTChamber.com to learn more about
membership levels, upcoming programming, LGBT Business Enterprise
(LGBTBE®) certification and sign-up for Chamber announcements.

For more information, please call 832.510.3002 or
email us at info@houstonlgbtchamber.com. And find us on:

DA =

The Houston LGBT Chamber Thank you to
is an affiliate Chamber of the Q‘%OU D SPO Nso,?
n lcc - 2 &OU‘”ON'S LGBT MAG”'\‘&
g _ _ for your generous support

of the new Chamber!
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| am delighted to extend a warm Houston
welcome to everyone attending or participating
in the 2016 Houston LGBT Pride Celebration.

This is a wonderful event for all Houstonians,
visitors and their families — and with more than
700,000 attendees, the parade is the second
largest parade in our city.

Houston is the most diverse major city in
America—and we're proud of all our people.

Enjoy the celebration!

Warm regards,

M&M\.

MAYOR SYLVESTER TURNER

SYLVESTER

TURNER

MAYOR

POL. ADV. SYLVESTER TURNER CAMPAIGN



want to thank
Houston’s LGBT
Community for
all the support you’ve
given me over the past
twenty four years as
State Representative.

It’s a privilege to
represent you in Austin.
I promise I’ll continue
fighting for equality
and fairness for

LGBT Texans.”

RE-ELECT “‘7‘( TEXAS REP.

GARNET
COLEMAN

|/ DEMOCRAT « DISTRICT 147 |

Political advertisement paid for by the Garnet Coleman Campaign, Gloria Coleman, Treasurer.



EllenCohen

City Council C

info@ellencohen.org ¢ P.O. Box 22734 » Houston, TX 77227 « (713)960-0548
Connect on: twitter, facebook, and www.ellencohen.org

Political adv. Paid for by the Ellen Cohen Campaign, Jackie Martin, Treasurer







LOGGINAS

JEWELERS

NEW YORK RING
(WOMEN'S)

BERLIN RING JALLI
(MEN’S)

14015 Southwest Fwy | Sugar Land, TX 77478 | 281.242.2900
Tuesday-Friday 10aM-6PM | Saturday 10AM-3PM

www.logginsjewelers.com




Showing Pride in Houston for over 17 years!
Eye Exams ¢ Contact Lenses ¢ Creative Eyewear ¢ Unique Sunwear

4317 montrose blvd ¢ 7/13.529.3937
S e C q C e S www.WearUsOut.com
Evan Mapes OD
@)

N MONTROSE 0O 000 @ Optometric Glaucoma Specialist
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Together we’ll go far

© 2016 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. (2669001_18186)



Let’s create the kitchen
of your dreams.

A kitchen is more than a set of cabinets and doors — it's the heart of your home, a special place that

deserves a design as unique as the people who will enjoy it. That's why we work with you, one-on-one

to build the kitchen that’s perfect for you, your home and the way you really live. Let us translate your
ideas and inspiration into a one-of-a-kind design that’s everything you imagined and more.

VISIT CANTONI.COM TO LEARN MORE
OR SCHEDULE A COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION

contom

HOUSTON SHOWROOM 9889 Westheimer Road, 713.787.9494

cantoni.com | info@contoni.com | f 9 @cantonidesign
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Don’t miss out on any of ~ Fran Watson now leads
the events this month. the GLBT Palitical Caucus.
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of the year! NYC’s Stonewall Inn.
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Started as photo series,
but is now much more.

... for marriage equality.
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‘THE DIVINE BROADWAY

SISTER’ MISTER CHATTER
Randall Jobe hasn't Gregory Purish talks Tony

kicked his drag habit. Awards, AIDS, and more.
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Brad Odom-Harris supports
LGBT youth programs.
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Phyllis Frye paved the way
for transgender rights.
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PORTRAIT OF
AN ARTIST

Houston gets David
Hockney documentary.
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A father’s experience
coming out as a gay dad.
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GEEK FLAG FLY

Comicpalooza returns
June 17-19 to Houston.
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Can Generation Xers and Mil-
lenials find common ground?
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Join Macy's as we
Celebrate Fa iends + Love + Life + Equality + Respect

We are proud to join the parade across America in honor of National Pride Month.
We think it’s really something to celebrate.

Plus, join us in our continued support of The Trevor Project!

- " 4 3 The Trevor Project provides life-saving crisis
- intervention for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender,

saving Young lives and questioning (LGBTQ) youth.

FOR MORE DETAILS visit MACYS.COM/CELEBRATE
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Successful
Depression Treatment

Brain Health Consultants is Houston’s
premier private program devoted to the
diagnosis and treatment of mood and
anxiety disorders. Whether it’s new
symptoms or years of suffering,

we provide personalized solutions.

In addition to medication and
psychotherapy, we offer:

Transcranial Magnetic Stimulation (TMS) Lauren Marangell, MD
« FDA approved non-medication alternative
« 37-minute outpatient procedure per session
+ Go back to your activities after each session
+ No weight gain or sexual side effects
Ketamine (Intranasal)
« In-office administration by an experienced
physician/psychiatrist
« Psychiatric evaluation and oversight
before, during and after drug administration
« Often effective in 2 to 24 hours, even
in difficult-to-treat depression Rayan Al Jurdi, MD

24 Greenway Plaza, Suite 2020
Houston, TX 77046 (59 & Weslayan)
713.489.5000
Brain Health www.BrainHealthConsultants.com

Consultants and TMS Center
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Kimberly D. Moss
FAMILY LAWYER

£\ \) %;4;"?",“

Spemahzmg in Family Law
in the greater Houston community.
Divorce e Guardianships e Estate Planning e Probate
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The Edenmeyers are fathers to Ty, a 12-year-
old linebacker. Having two dads doesn’t
seem fo bother Ty, says L. Jay (r). “He kind of
adjusted to the idea that things are going to
be a little different. When you're 12, you're
embarrassed by your parents because you're
12. He knows his parents love each other and
that we love him dearly.”

Read it at OUTSMARTMAGAZINE.com.




IIA playful
relationship can
make routine tasks fun.
From doing laundry to
testing for HIV,

we do it together. 1/

— Ben and Andrew

R WE’RE
DOING

IT

Testing for HIV

#Doinglt

: $1:08) HOUSTON HEALTH AGAINST
Testing is Fast, Free, and Confidential | cdc.gov/Doinglt “4Ik




Lawyers You

wh
i

Know, A Firm You Can Trust
L R

et | oo
el ,_; _

= \ i _ [ y " - i i
¢ -, - / 1 1 J F %:
3 | 4 1 4 %
= \ - B s
% " ol _-II' i 5
S 25 S .

Gamlh - S Dhemm— B

7
]

[Hoston’s LGBT Law Fi

With you, we celebrate 8 proud years of continuing to make history
and serving the legal needs of Houston’s LGBT/HIV community.

Real Estate Disputes ® Homeowner Association Law ® Immigration
Criminal Law e Family Law e Adoptions e Insurance and Disability Claims
HIV/LGBT Law e Estate Documents ® Employment Law

Katine & Nechman | 1834 Southmore Blvd. | Houston, TX 77004
713-808-1000 | info@lawkn.com | www.lawkn.com



FOR DADS «#
GOOD TASTE.

FATHER'S DAY IS JUNE 19

With a Texas-sized selection
of fine spirits and craft beers,
plus a walk-in humidor, Spec’s
has everything you need to
show Dad you inherited his
good taste.
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Dakota Carter Wins Election Runoff
for State Board of Education

By John Wright

fter finishing 12 points behind in the
AI\D/[arch 1Democratic primary, Dr.
akota Carter says he surprised alot
of people by recording a 20-point victory over
Jasmine Jenkins in the May 24 runoff for the
District 6 seat on the State Board of Education.

Now, the 28-year-old Carter is looking to
pull off a much bigger upset by defeating Repub-
lican incumbent Donna Bahorich, who chairs
the SBOE, in the November general election.

Four years ago, Bahorich outpaced the
Democratic candidate by 18 points in the dis-
trict that’s home to two million residents of
west Houston and its northwestern suburbs.

But Carter, the first openly gay person in
Texas’ history to become his party’s nominee
for an SBOE seat, said he believes the incum-
bent is “arrogant and entitled.

“I'think she thinks she’s already got this
won, and justlike thislast race, I'm going to
outwork her,” Carter said a day after the runoff.
“Iknow what it’s going to take towin.”

Bahorich didn’timmediately respond to a
request for comment.

A former campaign manager and com-
munications director for GOP Lieutenant
Governor Dan Patrick, Bahorich is a member of
the SBOE’s “radical faction of social conserva-
tives,” according to Dan Quinn, a spokesman
for the Texas Freedom Network (TFN), a pro-
gressive group that monitors the board.

In 2012, Bahorich’s campaign platform in-
cluded opposition to same-sex marriage, even
though the SBOE has no jurisdiction over the
issue. She’s also a strong supporter of Texas’
abstinence-only education policy, which Cart-
er blames for the state’s high teen pregnancy
and STD transmission rates.

The SBOE, which sets curriculum and text-
book standards for Texas public schools, has
consistently made headlines for ideological
fights over topics including evolution, climate
change, religion, and racial minorities.

“Currently, there’s a political agenda on the
state board, and instead of teaching kids, we're
indoctrinating them,” Carter said.

A first-generation college student from a
small town in the Texas Panhandle, Carter
served as student body president at the Univer-
sity of North Texas, where he earned his bach-
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elor’s degree before attending medical school
at Houston’s UTHealth.

Carter, who now works in the juvenile jus-
tice unit of an inpatient psychiatric hospital,
is also seeking a doctorate from the University
of Houston. His partneris a10th-grade Eng-
lish teacher, and Carter has co-founded two
nonprofits, including one that serves troubled
LGBT youth.

“Through all of that, I've always appreci-
ated the power of education,” Carter said, tout-
ing his experience over Bahorich’s. “It changes
people’s lives. It changes their means. It can
change their social standing. I want every kid
to have that opportunity, and unfortunately
that’s not what’s happening currently.”

Carter is endorsed by the Gay & Lesbian
Victory Fund, the Houston GLBT Political
Caucus, and Stonewall Young Democrats of
Houston.

Thus far, the District 6 SBOE race has been
overshadowed by the Republican primary in
District 9, where candidate Mary Lou Bruner
drew national attention for her incendiary
statements and bizarre conspiracy theories,
including that President Barack Obama once
worked as a gay prostitute. Bruner was de-
feated by Lufkin school board president Kevin
Ellis in the May 24 Republican runoff.

Carter said that although Bahorich isn’t
as outspoken, he believes she shares some of
Bruner’s right-wing views. He also blamed Ba-

©
Looking Ahead

Dakota Carter is the first
openly gay person in Texas'
history to become his party’s
nominee for State Board

of Education. He hopes to
defeat Republican incumbent
Donna Bahorich in the
November general election.

horich for not disavowing Bruner’s statements
in the media.

“We don’t need Mary Lou Bruner [on the
SBOE] to be an embarrassment,” he said. “It’s
already happening.”

TFN’s Quinn said that although she’s con-
sistently voted with the board’s socially con-
servative bloc, Bahorich hasn’t gone out of her
way to attack or demonize people.

“She’s been alot more careful about what
she says than some of her colleagues,” he said.

When Bahorich was appointed SBOE chair
by Governor Greg Abbott last year, she faced
criticism for home-schooling her three children
rather than sending them to public school.

“That seems problematic to us,” Quinn said.

Although the board hasn’t directly ad-
dressed LGBT issues in recent years, Quinn
expects that to change when members review
the health curriculum and textbooks within the
next few years. In 2004, the SBOE cleansed the
health curriculum of all references to LGBT
people, and a 2009 TFN report found that some
schools were still teaching that same-sex rela-
tionships areillegal and sinful.

“It’s always important for a governmental
body to look like the people it represents, and
there are no LGBT people on the board now,”
Quinn said. “Ithink Carter could add some-
thing to the board simply by bringing a new
perspective that it doesn’t often hear.”
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mbusa.com/c-coupe

Set his heart racing.

Looks that thrill with the performance to match: the all-new C-Class Coupe harmonizes ultra
sleek design with sensible sportiness in a vehicle far ahead of its class. A dream combination.

#TogetherWeDream

Mercedes-Benz
The best or nothing.

2017 C300 Coupe shown in Cardinal Red metallic paint with optional equipment. ©2016 Mercedes-Benz USA, LLC For more information, call 1-800-FOR-MERCEDES, or visit MBUSA.com.
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Carl Edward Whitmarsh

Local activists mourn the loss of longtime Democratic Party leader.

egendary Democratic activist Carl Ed-
ward Whitmarsh died unexpectedly of
natural causes on Sunday, May 8, 2016,
athishome in northwest Houston. He was 64.

A native of Brenham, he studied political
science at Texas Tech University and made
Houston his home “as fast as he could.” He was
very active in his neighborhood civic club and
was a constant resource for all his neighbors.

Whitmarsh’s political career began in the
heyday of the Texas Democratic Party. He
soared as an aide to Senator Lloyd Bentsen,
and his activism continued until his death last
month. Despite being active on the state level
and contributing to many national elections,
his truelove and purpose was for local politics.
He formerly served as the executive director of
the Harris County Democratic Party and, at the
time of his death, as president of the Oak Forest
Area Democrats, alocal grassroots group whose
meetings were always crowded and routinely
attended by prominent elected officials.

“Carl Whitmarsh’s passing is an incredible
loss to Harris County Democrats,” says James
Lee, president of the Houston Stonewall Young
Democrats. “He was one of those people who
was willing to listen to and encourage young
people. He was always encouraging of me and
the Houston Stonewall Young Democrats. We
didn’t always agree on everything, but he was
supportive nonetheless. I'll miss him.”

Whitmarsh virtually invented what could
be considered the art of political blogging by
today’s standards through the persistent and
prolific use of his deep email list. That contact
list was a byproduct of his vast institutional
knowledge, local Democratic activism, and a
lifetime of networking that started in the days
of LISTSERVSs, AOL, and Yahoo Groups—all of
which morphed into email and eventually so-
cial media. Safe to say, if you never received an
email from Carl Whitmarsh, you were probably
not a Texas Democrat.

“Carl was an unapologetic Democrat who
defended the party till the end,” says Fran
Watson, Houston GLBT Political Caucus presi-
dent. “One of his qualities I will remember is
loyalty. If he supported you, that support would
be uncompromising. Carl provided words of
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encouragement, and it was appreciated. Rest in
Power, Carl.”

“Carl was a party loyalist and always put
the party first,” says Lane Lewis, Harris County
Democratic Party Chairman and Whitmarsh’s
best friend. “He believed and understood that
the partyis aliving-breathing singular being
that must always come before any individual or
agenda.”

Carl was always aleader, whether serving
in an official party role or on the sidelines; he
carved out his own brand of politics that en-
dured the shifting winds of Democratic Party
dominance in Texas. The Whitmarsh trade-
mark was brutal honesty, stitching together
unlikely coalitions and relentless party loyalty.
He knew his style was not for everyone, even if
uniquely effective. You could have heated ar-
guments while agreeing with him at the same
time. Whether you were alocal activist or pow-
erful politician, he could scream at you one day
and sing your praises the next, and intend both
wholeheartedly.

“Carlleft an indelible mark on Democratic
politics in Houston and beyond,” says former
mayor Annise Parker. “Sometimes that mark
was akiss on the cheek. At other times, it was a
kick in the pants. He was fierce and fearless.”

He advertised and proudly exemplified the
words of former U.S. speaker of the House Sam
Rayburn: “I am a Democrat without prefix, suf-
fix, or apology.” Carl repeatedly joked that when
he died, there would be as many people ready
to dance on his grave as to cry over his death. It
is certain that he is delighted by the knowledge
that, once again, he was right.

OutSmartMagazine.com
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Unapologetic
Democrat

For decades,
Carl Whitmarsh
worked tirelessly
for the Texas
Democratic Party.
He passed away
on May 8, 2016,
at the age of 64.

“Carl was a Democratic activist and made
it hislife’s work to elect Democrats at every
level, from the presidency down to the small-
estlocal post,” State Democratic Executive
Committee member Shelley Kennedy says.
“He was a gentle giant who believed at his
very core that we are all equal and deserving
of respect. His celebration-of-life service was
aniconic snapshot of the diversity that he pro-
moted through both his work and his personal
relationships. The LGBT community may
never fully know the breadth of his contribu-
tion to their fight for equality because that
contribution was made every day through his
lifelong commitment to electing Democrats
and the Democratic Party—locally, statewide,
and nationally.”

“Carl always encouraged me to continue
down my path,” says LGBT activist Ashton P.
Woods. “These are some of his last words to
me: “‘Whether you know it or not, you are areal
hero. What you are doing is what so many folks
want to do and do not have the courage to do.
Trust me on that one, my friend... trust me.
Always cherish people who believe in you, and
honor their memory when they are gone too
soon.”

Carl Whitmarsh is preceded in death by
his father, Vernon Gray Whitmarsh, his moth-
er, Lucretia Mae Whitmarsh, and his brother,
Chris Albert Whitmarsh. He is survived by his
honorary brother, Lane Lewis, his honorary
niece, Kqisha Worsham, and his dear friends
and honorary siblings Mary and Floyd Schlett,
with whom he lived for more than three de-
cades and considered family. ™
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Calendar of Events

-
Compiled by Marene GusfinJ /

youth

%) Radio

Phoenix
~ Rising

veryone deserves to feel
like they belong. Because
of that philosophy, HATCH
Youth is launching a new
program for LGBT youths
of color called Phoenix
Youth. The first meeting will
be June 3, with bi-monthly
meetings throughout the
year. The almost 30-year-
old HATCH program has
lead community outreach
programs and served as an
affirming gathering space
for some of Houston's most
vulnerable youth through
the Montrose Center. Now,
realizing that LGBT youths

% Performing Arts

Hope for LGBT
teens of color.

of color face some specidal
challenges, the advocates and
program leaders have created
a special program for those
young people. The target
youth—age 13 to 20—often
face racism, sexism, homo-
phobia, and transphobia,

and often experience lower
educational aftainment and
higher rates of homelessness
than their peers. Schools,
families, and employers

often discriminate even more
against these young people of
color than others. Now, they
have people to advocate for
them and a place where they

¢ Ongoing

4+ Other Things

can come fogether with program
leaders to share their stories so they
won't feel so alone or disenfran-
chised. The Montrose Center has
been a safe and affirming place for
the community since 1978. Please,
if you know LGBT youth of color in
need, please tell them about this
wonderful new program designed
with their special needs in mind.
This program should serve a very
important need in Houston.
—Marene Gustin

First Meeting of Phoenix Youth
June 3
hatchyouth.org

E’f Save The Date

1

The Divine Sister % thru July 3
Charles Busch’s nuns-in-drag send-up.
celebrationtheatrehouston.com
[See page 119)

2

Holocaust Museum Houston Twenty
Years of Hope * Celebrate their 20th
anniversary with Ted Koppel. hmh.org
Bowling Benefit + A fundraiser for
The George Springer Kids Fund.
say.org/george-springer-kids-fund

5

Timber ¥ Free concert at Market
Square. musiqahouston.org
Corvettes * thru 5 Cool cars.
corvettescruisingalveston.com
Copa America Centenario * thru 26
Soccer games. cca2016.com

4

AIA Sandcastle Competition +
Works of art made by architects.
aiasandcastle.com

Wings of Wonder ¥ thru Aug. 20
A new live bird show at Moody
Gardens. moodygardens.org

5

HIV Long-Term Survivor’s
AwarenessDay ¥ 35 years later, and
still much to do. letskickass.org
Plenty of Time  last day A southern
deb and a Black Panther fall in love.
ensemblehouston.com

6

Wine and Food Week 2016 ¥ thru 12
The theme may be New York, New
York, but there's a Sip, Suds, &
Taco event and a Taco Takedown.
wineandfoodweek.com

26 JUNE 2016 OutSmartMagazine.com

7

Mark Flood: Greatest Hits
thru Aug. 7 A collection of the musi-
cian’s art. camh.org

3

InResidence J thru Aug. 27
Work on view by resident artists.
crafthouston.org

¢ For ongoing events, visit outsmartmagazine.com



Saint Joan  fthru 18 George
Bernard Shaw'’s classic.
starknakedtheatre.com

Go, Go Gadget + thru 22 Make your
own spy gadgets and devices at the
Children’s Museum. emhouston.org

10

Hotel Galvez’s 105th # Cake and tour,
special dinner at the historic hotel.
opentable.com/galvez-bar-and-grill
James and the Giant Peach % & 1]
TUTS’ Humphrey's School of Musical
Theatre free presentation. tuts.com

11

The Music of David Bowie % The
Houston Symphony pays tribute to the
musician. houstonsymphony.org
Rainbow on the Green +

Party for the cause.
discoverygreen.com/rainbow

12

Taking Flight: The Butterfly Project

thru July 31 Handmade butterflies
commemorate the 1.5 million children
who perished in the Holocaust.
hmh.org

15

AllaPrima and Sprezzatura
thru July 6 Barbara Able’s exhibition.
archwaygallery.com

11

Houston Symphony % thru 25 Free
outdoor Houston Symphony concert
in Hermann Park.
houstonsymphony.org

15

Essentialas Dreams kA thru Oct. 16
Eighty drawings, watercolors,
sculptures, paintings, and works

in mixed media by 37 artists.
menil.org

16

Nitty Gritty Dirt Band % Country
rock at the Stafford Centre.
staffordcentre.com

Fade to Black Play Festival % Check
out the finalists in this annual play
fest. fadetoblackfest.com

17

Galveston Cajun Crawfish Festival +
thru 19 Mudbugs, music, and more.
gccrawfishfestival.com

25

Houston Pride Festival ¥ Parade and
party downtown! pridehouston.org
[See the complete Pride calendar
starting on page 43))

18

Shrek the Musical % thru July 31
The ogre sings!
mainstreettheater.com
Totemic Lore i [ast day A solo
exhibition by artist Alex Trimino.
artleaguehouston.org

19

Juneteenth Celebration +

Free fun in Hermann Park.
milleroutdoortheatre.com
The Secret of the Hanging Egg
last day A Salvador Dali exhibit
at The Menil. menil.org

22

Film Submission % thru July 31
Submissions open for NASA's
CineSpace short-film competition.
cinespacelé.org

;- PRIDE I8

29

Hear the Artists of Tomorrow:
Houston Young Artists’ Concert %
Free fun for the family.
milleroutdoortheatre.com

30

Star Wars: The Force Awakens %
Free movie at Hermann Park.
milleroutdoortheatre.com

More CALENDAR —*

235

A View Within thru Sept. 4
Fiber art at the Houston Center for
Contemporary Craft.

24

Houston Symphony & 25 % Free
outdoor Houston Symphony concerts
in Hermann Park.

crafthouston.org houstonsymphony.org
27 28
Art or thru July @ Three new exhibits | InResidence = thu Aug. 27
at Box 13. box13artspace.com Work on view by resident artists.
crafthouston.org




CULLEN THEATER,
WORTHAM CENTER

Fri., Sept. 23, 2016, 8pm

SMOKEY ROBINSON
JONES HALL

Fri., October 7, 2016, 8pm
DANIEL TIGER'S

NEIGHBORHOOD LIVE!

JONES HALL
Sun., Oct. 9, 2016, 5:30pm

DAVID SEDARIS
BROWN THEATER,
WORTHAM CENTER

Sat., Oct. 22, 2016, 8pm

UNDERWATER

BUBBLE SHOW
CULLEN THEATER,
WORTHAM CENTER

Fri., Oct. 28, 2016, 7:30pm

CIRQUE DREAMS

HOLIDAZE
JONES HALL

Fri., Nov. 18-20, 2016

WE THREE KINGS-
AN IRISH TENORS

CHRISTMAS
JONES HALL

Wed., Dec. 7, 2016, 8pm

BALE FOLCLORICO

DA BAHIA
JONES HALL

Fri., Jan. 13, 2017, 8pm

NEIL DEGRASSE TYSON

JONES HALL
Tue., Janvary 17, 2017, 8pm

PILOBOLUS:

SHADOWLAND
JONES HALL

Fri., Jan. 20, 2017, 8pm

ODD SQUAD LIVE!
JONES HALL

Sat., Jan. 21, 2017, 5:30pm

STOMP
JONES HALL

Feb. 10-12, 2017

BUY 4 OR MORE & SAVE UP TO 25%

DAVID PARSONS DANCE

2016-2017 SEASON

BRINGING THE WORLD'’S
BEST TO HOUSTON

JOEY ALEXANDER
CULLEN THEATER,
WORTHAM CENTER

Fri., Feb. 17, 2017, 8pm

THIRD COAST

PERCUSSION
CULLEN THEATER,
WORTHAM CENTER

Sat., Mar. 4, 2017, 8pm

LES BALLETS
TROCKADERO
DE MONTE CARLO

CULLEN THEATER,
WORTHAM CENTER

Fri., Mar. 24, 2017, 8pm

ANNIE THE MUSICAL
JONES HALL

Apr. 8-9, 2017

ASPEN SANTA FE

BALLET
CULLEN THEATER,
WORTHAM CENTER

Fri.,, Apr. 21, 2017, 8pm

ALTON BROWN LIVE:
EAT YOUR SCIENCE
JONES HALL

Thu., April 27, 2017, 7:30pm

GINKGOA
MILLER OUTDOOR THEATRE

Sat., May 6, 2017, 8pm

THE 5 BROWNS
JONES HALL

Fri., May 12, 2017, 8pm

JESSICA

LANG DANCE
CULLEN THEATER,
WORTHAM CENTER

Sat., May 20, 2017, 8pm

CIRCUS 1903
JONES HALL

June 9-11, 2017

NEIL GAIMAN
BROWN THEATER,
WORTHAM CENTER

Sat., July 8, 2017, 8pm

PACKAGES START AT $78

713.227.4772
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Calendar of Events

continued from page 27

Art League of Houston
Now thru June 18

Thru 18

Three new exhibits at Art League of Houston run through
June 18. You won't want to miss these. Array (an
interactive audio-visual display) is
an exhibition by Houston-based
interdisciplinary collective {exurb}
in ALH’s Main Gallery. Totemic Lore
(colorful, modern totem poles that
will amaze you) is a solo exhibition
by Miami-based artist Alex Trimino,
and Intervalo (haunting small works
on paper) is a solo exhibition by
Colombian artist Johan Barrios
mounted in the Hallway Space.

Alex Trimino's
Totemic Love

Parking and admission is free, so stop in for an enlighten-

ing afternoon of art. artleaguehouston.org

Miller Outdoor Theatre
All through June

Thru 350

Check out all the free performances this month at
Houston’s beautiful outdoor venue. METdance presents
its Sizzling Summer Dance concert, The Accordion Kings
and Queens return for some conjunto music, sounds of
the Houston Symphony in the Exxon Mobil summer se-
ries, and more musical events just for kids. There's also a
free showing of this year’s biggest movie, Star Wars: The
Force Awakens, and festivals like the Journey through
China and the annual Juneteenth Celebration. Dress for
comfort and do purchase snacks and sodas from the

concession stand, as those profits help keep the shows

free of charge. milleroutdoortheatre.com
James and the Giant Peach
June 8-11

This musical based on the Roald Dahl beloved children’s
story takes center stage at the Miller Outdoor Theatre
this summer. As Theatre Under The Stars’ Humphrey's
School of Musical Theatre's free summer presentation,
the musical runs June 8, 9, and 10 at 11 a.m. as an

abbreviated children’s show perfect for youngsters with
short attention spans. Full-length performances are June
10 and 11 at 8:15 p.m. You can get free tickets for the
evening shows the day of at the box office, but all are
welcome to cop a squat on the grassy hill and watch the
fun. tuts.com

The Music of David Bowie I I
June 11

The Houston Symphony probably hasn't had time to plan
a Prince tribute yet, but they are doing an homage to the
legendary David Bowie on the 11th at Jones Hall. Brody
Dolyniuk, the Houston Symphony, and a full rock band
put on a stunning musical odyssey that showcases the
incredible range of Bowie's astounding career. Expect
to hear “China Girl,” Under Pressure,” “Space Oddity,”
and more. Any true Bowie fan won't want to miss this.
houstonsymphony.org &
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... and Donald Trump.

he first thing | gotta say is this: Listen up,

fellow Bernie Sanders supporters. If it gets
down to Hillary Clinton vs. Donald Trump, come
November I'll vote for Hillary so hard it'll blow
your hemp socks off and namaste your butt back
to last Thursday.

Donald Trump cannot be president of the
United States of Damn America, y'all. Hell, |
don't even think he should be student-council
president at Our Lady of Perpetual Virginity
Middle School.

Honey, have you noticed that his spray tan is
turning him increasingly tangerine? | don’t mean
the good tangerine that's kinda cute for a pop
of color on your couch. | mean the is-that-even-
in-the-visual-color-spectrum kind of tangerine.
Lord, some days he is so orange that you gotta
wonder if he farts Cheetos dust.

| haven't decided yet who is scarier, Trump
or his supporters. Last | heard, 23 percent of
Trump fans think President Obama murdered
Chief Justice Antonin Scalia with a combination
of vaccinations and trans bathrooms because
Scalia had discovered Obama's secret home
mosque and his certified Iraqi birth certificate.

Darlin’, it used to be that you had to visit
armed compounds in Idaho to hear crazy crap
like the Republicans are openly saying.

This is how nuts it is: one of Trump's political
supporters announced that Planned Parenthood
was just like the KKK. Well, | can see how he
got confused. After all, they're both all about
putting hoods on dicks.

I am not suspicious
of all Muslims.

| kinda hate that Trump won the nomination
so soon, because it was fun to see which state
Texas senator Ted Cruz would lose next. Face it,
he had already lost the last four primaries, his
dignity, and any right to claim he did not elbow
his wife in the face on national teevee, twice.

New York Magazine conducted a poll and
asked people, “What do you have a higher
opinion of, Donald Trump or head lice?” Turns
out that 54 percent prefer head lice.

| guess that's a little stunning, until you
realize there's a list of reasons why people
prefer head lice to Donald Trump. Well, | lied—
there wasn't actually a list until | made this one:

Top Eleven Reasons Why People Like
Head Lice Better Than They Like Donald
Trump (Because Ten Just Wasn’t Enough)

1. Head lice also had a reality show, but it got
boring by the middle of the second season. Bite,
chew, bite, chew, bite, chew, fire Gary Busey,
bite, chew . . .

TARGET

JUNE 4, 2016

he Categorically Bouncingly Insane

People are boycotting Target stores over
their enlightened trans bathroom policy.

Saturday, June 4, is “Hell Yeah, Target!
Day.” | have asked OUTSMART to put the
Target logo with a heart in it right here on
this page for you to cut out or reproduce,
and then sashay your sweet patootie to
Target to thank them. Sign your name to
it, and bring a little tape to stick it on their
bathroom door or front door to thank them
for being good Americans who love their
fellow Americans.

30 | JUNE2016 |

OutSmartMagazine.com

By Susan Bankston

2. Head lice are not suspicious of all Muslims.
They are, however, indiscriminately and cruelly
suspicious of all hairpieces.

3. Head lice beat Donald Trump's hair in the
bathing suit competition at the one-and-only
huuuuuge Mr. World Obnoxious Pageant in Des
Moines, lowa.

4, Even head lice know that taller walls mean
longer ladders.

5. Head lice rarely seek medical help for a
rejection lasting more than four hours.

6. Head lice just bite you. They rarely know any
seventh-grade-locker-room names to call you.

7. Head lice have been known to form complete
sentences.

8. You can get rid of head lice.

9. Head lice will show you their tax returns.

10. Head lice don't have Rick Perry and Chris
Christie sucking up to them.

11. Head lice wouldn't be caught dead in a
trucker gimme hat.

A couple more things: at their state
convention, the Texas Republican Party called
for an “immediate and orderly” phase-out of
Social Security, and an immediate and we-don't-
give-a-big-bear’s-butt-if-it's-orderly-or-not repeal
of “Obamacare.” That means your mother
is coming to live with you. Your sister is also
coming—and, of course, she won't have any
health insurance now.

Let me end by saying the most important
thing that I'll say all day: if you're upset that
trans people just want to use the correct
bathroom, the odds are about 100 percent
that you've been wrong about pretty much
everything since 1992.

Here's a map of how it's gone for the LGBTQ
community.

v Exist

v Serve

v Marry

v Adopt

v Buy a cake

v/ Pee

All we need to do is never run out of
checkmarks.

Susan Bankston lives in Richmond, Texas,
where she writes about her hairdresser at The
World's Most Dangerous Beauty Salon, Inc.,
at juanitajean.com.
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SWING INTO SUMMER
WITH A BRIGHTER SMILE
FROM POLISH DENTISTRY. EREERTEEflH
WHIENING
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Eligible patients receive free whitening
once per year with semi-annual cleaning,
exam and X-rays. $350 value.
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Floss Midtown is now Polish Dentistry.
Same Great Staff, Same Great Service & Same Great Location, we’ve just polish’d up our name a little.

713.942.0101 | www.polishDENTISTRY.com
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isn't just for the rich.

hen you hear the term “estate planning,”

you might automatically think of people
like Bill Gates or Warren Buffet who have a
large amount of assets to protect. But the reality
is that this type of planning is actually important
for everyone, regardless of how many assets
you have or what your marital status is.

This is because planning not only allows
you to decide who gets your property at your
passing, but it also allows you to set up your
assets in ways that can potentially minimize
taxes. If you have minor children, an estate plan
can provide you with a way to choose a legal
guardian for them. The right estate plan may
also prevent your assets from going through a
lengthy, time-consuming, and sometimes-costly
probate process.

Estate planning can be particularly impor-
tant for those in the LGBT community, because if
you have a blended family, it can allow you to
clarify your wishes rather than simply relying on
what the law automatically dictates.

The Ins and Outs of Probate

Probate is a legal process where a person’s will
is reviewed in order fo defermine whether or not
it is valid. This process also refers to the general
administration of a person’s will, as well as the
estate of a person without a will.

If you pass away in the State of Texas with-
out having a will, the law states that your assets
will go to your next-closest relatives. Those who
don't have a will are referred to as dying “in-
testate,” and their assets therefore pass under
“intestate succession” laws. In Texas, only assets
that would have passed through your will are
affected by these laws—which typically only
include assets that you own in your personal
name.

According to Texas law, if you are married
and you pass away without having a valid will,
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the assets that your spouse will receive depends
in part on whether you and your spouse owned
your property as community property or as
separate property.

Typically, community property is consid-
ered to be property acquired while a couple is
married, as opposed to the separate property
acquired by one or the other spouse prior to
marriage. There are, however, some exceptions.
These include inheritances and gifts that were
given fo one spouse. These are considered to
be separate property, even if they are obtained
during the time the couple is married.

Upon death, your spouse would inherit half
of the community property. If you have separate
property, however, your spouse could inherit
either all or just a portion of it. How much he or
she inherits will depend on whether your par-
ents are still living, as well as whether you have
children and/or siblings. If you do, then your
spouse will share the separate property with
these individuals.

Bypassing Probate
by Designating a Beneficiary
In some cases, you can bypass probate. This is
because certain assets allow you to designate a
beneficiary (or beneficiaries) who can directly
inherit or acquire the funds or property upon
your passing.

For example, some assets where you desig-
nate a beneficiary include:

e Life insurance

® Annuities

® Retirement Accounts (IRAs, 401(k)s,
403(b)s, etc.)

You can also establish a transfer on death
(TOD) or payable on death (POD) beneficiary
designation on a bank account, as well as on
some types of brokerage accounts. The assets
that transfer to your heirs automatically upon
your death won't generally be subject to the
terms of your will. In other words, the benefi-
ciary designation will take precedence over
the will.

Trusts and Other

Planning Considerations

Estate planning can ensure that you have control
over your assefs, as well as your final arrange-
ments such as your funeral and memorial plans.
Now that same-sex couples are legally allowed
to marry, many couples can take advantage of
the different types of trusts that are used in the
estate planning process.

For example, one type of trust known as the
Qualified Terminable Interest Property (or QTIP)
trust can be set up that allows a person to pro-
vide for their surviving spouse, while at the same
time maintaining control of how the trust’s assets
are distributed after the surviving spouse’s death.

With a QTIP trust, the income (and some-
times the principal) that is generated from the —

continued on page 36



Odefsey ’>

emtricitabine 200mg/rilpivirine 25mg/
tenofovir alafenamide 25mg tablets

New Odefsey®
is now available

Actual Size
(15.4 mm x 7.3 mm)

One small pill contains
rilpivirine, emtricitabine, and
tenofovir alafenamide (TAF).

Ask your
healthcare provider
if ODEFSEY is right

for you.

To learn more visit
ODEFSEY.com

() GILEAD

Please see Brief Summary of Patient Information with
important warnings on the adjacent pages.



Brief Summary of Patient Information
about ODEFSEY

ODEFSEY (oh-DEF-see)
(emtricitabine, rilpivirine and tenofovir alafenamide) tablets

Important: Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist about
medicines that should not be taken with ODEFSEY.

There may be new information about ODEFSEY. This information is only
a summary and does not take the place of talking with your healthcare
provider about your medical condition or treatment.

What is the most important information
I should know about ODEFSEY?

ODEFSEY can cause serious side effects, including:

» Build-up of lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis). Lactic
acidosis may happen in some people who take ODEFSEY or similar
medicines. Lactic acidosis is a serious medical emergency that can
lead to death. Lactic acidosis can be hard to identify early, because
the symptoms could seem like symptoms of other health problems.
Call your healthcare provider right away if you get any of the
following symptoms which could be signs of lactic acidosis:

- feel very weak or tired

have unusual (not normal) muscle pain
have trouble breathing

have stomach pain with nausea or vomiting
feel cold, especially in your arms and legs
- feel dizzy or lightheaded

have a fast or irregular heartbeat

« Severe liver problems. Severe liver problems may happen in people
who take ODEFSEY. In some cases, these liver problems can lead to

death. Your liver may become large and you may develop fat in your liver.

Call your healthcare provider right away if you get any of the
following symptoms of liver problems:
— your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice)
dark “tea-colored” urine
- light-colored bowel movements (stools)
loss of appetite
nausea
— pain, aching, or tenderness on the right side of your stomach area
* You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver
problems if you are female, very overweight (obese), or have
been taking ODEFSEY or a similar medicine for a long time.

» Worsening of Hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection. ODEFSEY is not
approved to treat HBV. If you have HBV and take ODEFSEY, your HBV
may get worse (flare-up) if you stop taking ODEFSEY. A “flare-up” is
when your HBV infection suddenly returns in a worse way than before.

— Do not run out of ODEFSEY. Refill your prescription or talk to your
healthcare provider before your ODEFSEY is all gone.

- Do not stop taking ODEFSEY without first talking to your
healthcare provider.

- If you stop taking ODEFSEY, your healthcare provider will need to
check your health often and do blood tests regularly for several
months to check your HBV infection. Tell your healthcare provider
about any new or unusual symptoms you may have after you stop
taking ODEFSEY.

What is ODEFSEY?

ODEFSEY is a prescription medicine that is used to treat HIV-1
in people 12 years of age and older:

« who have not received HIV-1 medicines in the past and have an
amount of HIV-1 in their blood (“viral load”) that is no more than
100,000 copies/mL, or

» to replace their current HIV-1 medicines in people who have been on
the same HIV-1 medicines for at least 6 months, have a viral load that
is less than 50 copies/mL, and have never failed past HIV-1 treatment.

It is not known if ODEFSEY is safe and effective in children under 12 years
of age or who weigh less than 77 b (35 kg).

When used to treat HIV-1 infection, ODEFSEY may help:
* Reduce the amount of HIV-1 in your blood. This is called “viral load”.

 Increase the number of CD4+ (T) cells in your blood that help fight
off other infections.

Reducing the amount of HIV-1 and increasing the CD4+ (T) cells in your
blood may help improve your immune system. This may reduce your risk
of death or getting infections that can happen when your immune system
is weak (opportunistic infections).

ODEFSEY does not cure HIV-1 infection or AIDS. You must keep
taking HIV-1 medicines to control HIV-1 infection and decrease
HIV-related illnesses.

Ask your healthcare provider about how to prevent passing

HIV-1 to others. Do not share or re-use needles, injection equipment,
or personal items that can have blood or body fluids on them. Do not
have sex without protection. Always practice safer sex by using a latex or
polyurethane condom to lower the chance of sexual contact with semen,
vaginal secretions, or blood.

Who should not take ODEFSEY?

Do not take ODEFSEY if you also take a medicine that contains:
* carbamazepine (Carbatrol®, Epitol®, Equetro®, Tegretol®,
Tegretol-XR®, Teril®)
« dexamethasone (Ozurdex®, Maxidex®, Decadron®, Baycadron™)
¢ dexlansoprazole (Dexilant®)
o esomeprazole (Nexium®, Vimovo®)
o lansoprazole (Prevacid®)
» omeprazole (Prilosec®, Zegerid®)
o oxcarbazepine (Trileptal®)
¢ pantoprazole sodium (Protonix®)
o phenobarbital (Luminal®)
¢ phenytoin (Dilantin®, Dilantin-125®, Phenytek®)
o rabeprazole (Aciphex®)
o rifampin (Rifadin®, Rifamate®, Rifater®, Rimactane®)
o rifapentine (Priftin®)
 the herb St. John’s wort or a product that contains St. John’s wort

What should | tell my healthcare provider
before taking ODEFSEY?

Before taking ODEFSEY, tell your healthcare provider if you:
» have liver problems including hepatitis B or C virus infection
» have kidney and bone problems
» have had depression or suicidal thoughts
« have any other medical conditions

o are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if ODEFSEY
can harm your unborn baby. Tell your healthcare provider if you
become pregnant while taking ODEFSEY.



Pregnancy registry: there is a pregnancy registry for women who
take HIV-1 medicines during pregnancy. The purpose of this registry is
to collect information about the health of you and your baby. Talk with
your healthcare provider about how you can take part in this registry.

 are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed if you
take ODEFSEY.

- You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk
of passing HIV-1 to your baby.

- At least one of the medicines in ODEFSEY can pass to your baby
in your breast milk. It is not known if the other medicines in
ODEFSEY can pass into your breast milk.

- Talk with your healthcare provider about the best way to feed
your baby.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take,
including prescription and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, and
herbal supplements.
Some medicines may interact with ODEFSEY. Keep a list of your
medicines and show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist
when you get a new medicine.

¢ You can ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist for a list of

medicines that interact with ODEFSEY.

¢ Do not start a new medicine without telling your healthcare provider.
Your healthcare provider can tell you if it is safe to take ODEFSEY
with other medicines.

How should | take ODEFSEY?

o Take ODEFSEY exactly as your healthcare provider tells you to take
it. ODEFSEY is taken by itself (not with other HIV-1 medicines) to
treat HIV-1 infection.

o Take ODEFSEY 1 time each day with a meal.

» Do not change your dose or stop taking ODEFSEY without first
talking with your healthcare provider. Stay under a healthcare
provider’s care when taking ODEFSEY.

¢ Do not miss a dose of ODEFSEY.

o |f you take too much ODEFSEY, call your healthcare provider or go
to the nearest hospital emergency room right away.

o When your ODEFSEY supply starts to run low, get more from your
healthcare provider or pharmacy. This is very important because
the amount of virus in your blood may increase if the medicine is
stopped for even a short time. The virus may develop resistance
to ODEFSEY and become harder to treat.

What are the possible side effects of ODEFSEY?

ODEFSEY may cause serious side effects, including:

¢ See “What is the most important information | should know
about ODEFSEY?”

o Severe skin rash and allergic reactions. Skin rash is a common
side effect of ODEFSEY. Rash can be serious. Call your healthcare
provider right away if you get a rash. In some cases, rash and
allergic reaction may need to be treated in a hospital. If you get a
rash with any of the following symptoms, stop taking ODEFSEY
and call your healthcare provider right away:

- fever

— skin blisters

mouth sores

redness or swelling of the eyes (conjunctivitis)
swelling of the face, lips, mouth or throat

trouble breathing or swallowing

— pain on the right side of the stomach (abdominal) area
dark “tea-colored” urine

» Depression or mood changes. Tell your healthcare provider right
away if you have any of the following symptoms:

- feel sad or hopeless
- feel anxious or restless
- have thoughts of hurting yourself (suicide) or have tried to hurt yourself

¢ Change in liver enzymes. People with a history of hepatitis B or C
virus infection or who have certain liver enzyme changes may have
an increased risk of developing new or worsening liver problems
during treatment with ODEFSEY. Liver problems can also happen
during treatment with ODEFSEY in people without a history of liver
disease. Your healthcare provider may need to do tests to check your
liver enzymes before and during treatment with ODEFSEY.

¢ Changes in body fat can happen in people who take HIV-1
medicine. These changes may include increased amount of fat in
the upper back and neck (“buffalo hump”), breast, and around the
middle of your body (trunk). Loss of fat from the legs, arms and face
may also happen. The exact cause and long-term health effects of
these conditions are not known.

e Changes in your immune system (Immune Reconstitution
Syndrome) can happen when you start taking HIV-1 medicines.
Your immune system may get stronger and begin to fight infections
that have been hidden in your body for a long time. Tell your
healthcare provider right away if you start having any new symptoms
after starting your HIV-1 medicine.

¢ New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your
healthcare provider should do blood and urine tests to check your
kidneys before you start and while you are taking ODEFSEY. Your
healthcare provider may tell you to stop taking ODEFSEY if you
develop new or worse kidney problems.

¢ Bone problems can happen in some people who take ODEFSEY.
Bone problems may include bone pain, softening or thinning (which
may lead to fractures). Your healthcare provider may need to do tests
to check your bones.
The most common side effects of rilpivirine, one of the medicines in
ODEFSEY, are depression, trouble sleeping (insomnia), and headache.
The most common side effect of emtricitabine and tenofovir
alafenamide, two of the medicines in ODEFSEY, is nausea.
Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side effect that
bothers you or that does not go away.
o These are not all the possible side effects of ODEFSEY. For more
information, ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist.
e Call your doctor for medical advice about side effects. You may
report side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.
This Brief Summary summarizes the most important information about
ODEFSEY. If you would like more information, talk with your healthcare
provider. You can ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist for
information about ODEFSEY that is written for health professionals.
For more information, call 1-800-445-3235 or go to
www.0ODEFSEY.com.

Keep ODEFSEY and all medicines out of reach of children.
Issued: March 2016
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Proudly Serving Houston’s

Inner Loop Neighborhoods

Over 400 closed transactions throughout Houston!

Discover why more people choose Pam.
Go to www.HAR.com/efferson

“This is my 3rd home transaction with Pam.
She really is the best: honest, dedicated, hard
working, thorough, knowledgeable and
experienced” - Scott

“Pam has helped us numerous times.
I would not choose another realtor.
She is by far the best!” - Debbie

TIMBERGROVE
1138 Woodhill Rd MLS# 8427390 Pamela has been a Timbergrove
Houston, TX 77008 resident for over 20 years

4Beds | 35Baths | 321350 Ft.  Pamela Efferson

PAMELA EFFERSON
PROPERTIES

(713) 822-8555

kw ' metropolitan

KELLER WILLIAMS REALTY

List with a Leader

Download
this FREE app
and search for all

active listings Pamela@SellingHomesInHouston.com

www.SellingHomesInHouston.com

Morningside
Architects

713.529.2630
www.morningsidearchitects.com
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trust can be provided to the surviving spouse
with the goal of ensuring that they are taken
care of for the remainder of their life.

For those who are charitably inclined, trusts
can be used to benefit both individuals and
favorite organizations such as the AIDS Founda-
tion Houston, The Montrose Center, or Lazarus
House. As an example, a donor can place
assets into a Charitable Remainder Trust (or
CRT) and then have the trust pay a named ben-
eficiary for a certain period of time. After that
period has passed, the remainder of the estate
is then transferred to a charity beneficiary. CRTs
can also be set up in such a way that when
the grantor of the trust passes away, his or her
spouse can become an income recipient of the
trust for the remainder of their life. After that per-
son dies, the charity will receive the remainder
of the assets from the trust.

Keeping Other Financial Plans in Check
In addition to planning your overall estate, it

is important to ensure that all of your financial
and insurance plans are reviewed regularly in
order to ensure that they are still meeting your
current needs. This is because you could end up
either unintentionally disinheriting someone or
including someone in an inheritance that you no
longer wish to have included.

Here's an example. If you had a will while
you were married, but now you are divorced,
the will becomes null and void. However, you
still have other financial and insurance plans
that include beneficiary designations. You may,
for instance, still have an ex-partner listed as the
beneficiary of your IRA or your 401(k) plan. If
something should happen to you, would you still
want these funds going to them?

This is why all of your financial plans should
ideally be reviewed at least once per year—and
more often if you've had some type of major,
life-changing experience such as a birth or
death in the family, marriage or divorce, a new
job, the purchase of a new home, or retirement.

It's also important to note that you really
shouldn’t have your “estate” listed as your benefi-
ciary. That would force those assets to go through
probate, and it can open up your estate fo credi-
tors during the probate period—presenting even
more potential issues for your loved ones.

It’s Never Too Early to Plan Ahead
While many may think that estate planning is
just for the wealthy or for those who are close
to retirement, the truth is that it is never too early
to name guardians for your children, state who
you want to have certain assets, and ensure
that Uncle Sam doesn't take most of your money
in taxes. Your estate plan isn't something that
you can simply “set and forget.” Since life is
constantly changing, you should regularly re-
view your plan in order to make any necessary
changes and adjustments. —
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When you're putting your estate plan in
place, it can typically take the efforts of several
professional advisors because of the mix of
financial, tax, and legal issues at hand. There-
fore, you may need a trusted investment advi-
sor, as well as an attorney, a tax professional
or CPA, and a trust company. It is best if all of
these entities can work together and communi-
cate the details of your plan with one another.

It is also a good idea to choose profession-
als who have a focus on working with the LGBT
community. That way, you can be more assured
that your advisors are updated on any new plan-
ning strategies and/or legislation that pertains to
you and your needs.

The opinions voiced in this material are for
general information only and are not intended
to provide specific advice or recommendations
for any individual.
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Personal finance-related questions may be
emailed to grace.yung@Ipl.com.

Grace S. Yung, CFP, is a certified financial plan-
ner practitioner with experience in helping do-
mestic partners plan their finances since 1994.
She is a principal at Midtown Financial LLC in
WWW_AquariumWorld_net Houston and was recognized as a “Five-Star

13157 Northwest Freeway @ Hollister « 713.329.9989 Wealth Manager” in the 2014 September issue
of Texas Monthly.

Times Change but Our Commitment Never Does
Office: 713-418-7000 3700 Buffalo Speedway, Ste. 400, Hou., TX 77098

Inner LODD Frem Left Mare Archuleta, Jamie Dominguez, Chris Cazares, Business Development
Melissa Hull, Kelly Ivy, Noel Phillips, Theresa Guillen & Tyler Ramsey (not pictured) Susan Kerns From Left Temy Pasternak, Erin Parker & Laura Locastro Ogburn
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We're all equal
in the fact that
we're all different.



Pride Month!

Don't miss out on any of the
events in store this month.

Compiled by Marene Gustin
Photos by Dalton DeHart

Since Houston’s first Pride parade in 1978, our LGBT community’s HTXProud
. . . Houston Pride is the | t
event has grown into the largest and most lavish Pride Week Pride ce@g;zgn rl'n ?h: Soeuﬂ'?\:vgeii.

in the Southwest. We’ve got a fabulous nighttime parade, a free

festival, fashion shows, and much, much more. Be sure to visit
OutSmartMagazine.com for updates on the last-minute parties and
events. So fly your rainbow flag and party on, for the cause of diversity. —
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PriDE MONTH!

continued from previous page

Junel

» Pride Superstar Round 4

Season 10 of this artist competition sponsored
by Elite Care at Meteor. Free and open to the
public. The event starts at 9 p.m.
pridehouston.org

» Houston Pride Band

Band social from 7:30 p.m. t0 9:30 p.m. at
HSPVA.

houstonprideband.org

June 2

» HATCH Youth Prom

Free for youth 13 to 20, HATCH celebrates
LGBT awareness and the upcoming Pride
Week at Numbers Night Club. The event kicks
offat 7 p.m.

hatchyouth.org

June 3

» Stripper Circus

Hot male dancers every Friday at South Beach,
with no cover during June. Doors open at 9 p.m.
southbeachthenightclub.com

» Phoenix Youth Program

The first program for LGBTQ youth of color in
Houston launches at the Montrose Center.
hatchyouth.org

June 3-5

» South Texas Bear Weekend

The Bear and Leather Corps of Corpus Christi
and the Renegade Bears of San Antonio have
teamed up this year as hosts.
bearandleathercc.com




Rainbowon
the Green

Coco Montrese
rocked the stage
at last year's
Discovery Green
Pride event.

June 4

» LHI’s Health Fair

The Lesbian Health Initiative will provide a lim-
ited number of no-cost health services to lesbian
women and transgender men, as well as distrib-
ute information about accessing ACA healthcare
insurance. The eventruns 9 a.m.to 3 p.m. at
Houston Area Community Services (HACS).
lhihouston.org

» Pride Volunteer Orientation

If you’re volunteering for the festival and pa-
rade, get up early and get on down to The Mon-
trose Center for orientation. Starts at 9 a.m.
montrosecenter.org

» Gender Identity Family Gathering
Families with transgender, gender-diverse, and
questioning children and adolescents are wel-
come to attend. There will be discussion-based
support groups for parents and young people as
well as playtime for the little ones. The event
runs 1p.m.to 3 p.m. at the Montrose Center.
genderinfinity.org

» Beaumont Pride Coming Out Ball

A celebratory run-up to Beaumont’s Pride
parade. The event kicks off at 7 p.m. at MCM
Eleganté Beaumont.

beaumont-pride.org

June5

» HIV Long-Term Survivor’s Awareness Day
Thirty-five years later, there is still much to do.
This day spotlights those living longest with
HIV worldwide.

letskickass.org —
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“Your Patient Centered Health Care Home”

MEDICAL | RESEARCH | DENTAL | PHARMACY

Are you (PreEP)ared?

Find out if PrEP
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- LED Light Bulbs

- Fluorescent Lighting
1203 Westheimer, Houston,TX. 77006

Y - Neon Lights and Tubing

- Colored Party Bulbs
- Photography Bulbs
J - Specialty Bulbs

- Medical Bulbs

- Boat Lighting

- LED & Incandescent
Rope Lighting

Tel: 713.521.0330  Fax: 713.521.2090
\_ www.LightBulbsUnlimitedUSA.com

- Low-Voltage Light Bulbs

- Club and Black Lighting
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» Turn the World Around

The Gay Men’s Chorus of Houston celebrates
Pride with a concert about love and inclusion.
The event starts at 3 p.m. at Resurrection Met-
ropolitan Community Church.
bepahouston.org

June 8

» Pride Superstar Round 5

Season 10 of this artist competition sponsored
by Elite Care at Meteor. Free and open to the
public. The event starts at 9 p.m.
pridehouston.org

Junell

» Rainbow on the Green

The Discovery Green park party runner-up to
Pride Week, this event downtown is expected
to draw 4,000 fans for entertainment, food,
and fun. The event kicks off at 7 p.m.
discoverygreen.com/rainbow

» Beaumont Pride Festival and Parade
The third annual Beaumont Pride parade.
Festivities kick off at 10:30 a.m., parade begins
at8p.m.

beaumont-pride.org

June 15

» Pride Superstar Round 6

Season 10 of this artist competition sponsored
by Elite Care at Meteor. Free and open to the
public. The event starts at 9 p.m.
pridehouston.org



CENTRAL HOUSTON CADILLAC
IS PROUD TO CELEBRATE GAY PRIDE MONTH
WITH OUR LGBTQ COMMUNITY

Pride Superstar

The annual Pride singing competition celebrates its
10th anniversary at Meteor. Who will be this year’s
top talent?

June 17

» Pre-Pride Alumni Mixer

Show your school spirit at the happy hour/
mixer at JR’s Houston hosted by Aggie Pride

LGBTQA Former Student Network, Texas G et th e C e ﬂt ra | H ous tO n
Exes LGBT Alumni Network, UHLGBTQ C a d ”la C A dV a ﬂt a g e Pla N
Alumni Association, Rice LGBTQ Alumni, and

Lambda NextGen Houston. The event kicks off —COMPLIMENTARY LOANER CARS

at6p.m. — FREE OIL CHANGES

—FREE TIRE ROTATION & FLUID TOP-OFF

June 22 —FREE CAR WASH FOR LIFE

» Pride Superstar FINALE!
Season 10 of this artist competition sponsored ) )
Central Houston Cadillac Sales Service
i - 2520 Main Street 69.831 69
by Ellte Care' Come I'OOt fOI' your faVeS at Me Houston, TX 77002 Mon-Fri 8am-7:30pm Mon-Fri 7:30am-6pm

teor Lounge. The event startsat 9 p.m CentralHoustonCadilac.com  Sat Sam-Gpm Sat 8:30am-4pm

pridehouston.org

June 23

» Rock the Runway

Cocktails, nibbles, and all the best fashions
starting at 8 p.m. at Audi Central Houston. . S
RSVP to get into this free, must-see event. tha S
And wear your best! [y
pridehouston.org

June 24

» Pride Shabbat Dinner

Keshet Houston and community partners will
host Houston’s second annual LGBT Pride
Shabbat Dinner. The event begins with Friday
evening services at 6 p.m., followed by a festive
kosher dinner. Location TBA.
keshethouston.org —
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continued from page 47

» Between Two Worlds: A Hymn for
Black Gay Men on Race, Religion,
and Rites of Passage

Dance theater installation/performance
created by Harrison Guy about the lives,
experiences, and memories of black gay men,
crisscrossing generations, nationalities, ex-

pressions, identities, and beliefs. The question:

“Canwe be many things at once?” The event
starts at 7:30 p.m.at MATCH and a few other
nearby spaces. Tickets are $25.
matchouston.org, blackgayhou@gmail.com

» Amazons

Dedicated to the women of the LGBT commu-
nity—but open to all!'—this gal party at Pearl
Bar has a $5 donation. Presented by Comcast
and sponsored additionally by Bud Light, the
New HOT 95-7, and Mix 96-5. Must be 18 to
attend. The event kicks off at 9 p.m.
pridehouston.org

June 25

» Houston Pride Festival and Parade
This is the big event! Join us downtown for the
daylong festival and the exciting nighttime
parade. It’s all free and open to the public—
about 600,000 of them. The festival starts at
noon and the parade kicks off at 8:30 p.m. V.I.P.
tickets are also available.

pridehouston.org

Pride in Our City

The Houston Pride Festival and Parade draws in about 600,000 attendees from all over the country.

» Official After Party

‘When the parade’s over, head on over to South
Beach for the official after party. Be 18 or over,
drink responsibly, and don’t forget to have fun.
The event starts at 11 p.m.

pridehouston.org

» The Rocky Horror Pride Show

A performance like none other, the beloved
Rocky Horror Picture Show hits the stage at
the Premiere Cinema Theatre in Webster, TX.
Specially-themed for celebrating Pride and
diversity, this torrid affair will astonish and
arouse. The tickets will sell at 11:45 p.m., and
the preshow will begin at midnight.

June 26

» Hot-Tea Dance

And it’s not over yet! For one final Pride Week
blowout, join the Hot-Tea Dance at the all-new
Rich’s Nightclub starting at 5 p.m. Lights, la-
sers, and Hot-Tea Go-Go Boys.
pridehouston.org

July 2

¥ Bigger than Texas Pride

San Antonio’s main Pride event, held at Crock-
ett Park. The festival starts at 11 a.m., followed
by the parade at 9 p.m.

pridesanantonio.org M

THERE'S
NOTHING

LIKE BEING
A TEXAN.

Being a Texan means being there for your
family, friends and neighbors. It's a way of life.
That's why we're committed to building better

communities by helping you connect with others
who share your interests and passions. Whether
you want to learn something new, volunteer

or just have fun with new people, we have the
resources to help you tap into a community of
people like you right here in Houston.

Connect with us at the Houston Pride Festival
from noon to 4 PM on June 25 and enjoy a fun
photo booth.

Get to know us at aarp.org/Houston

AARP

Real Possibilities

AARP IN
YOUR COMMUNITY

R
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2016 Female Pride Marshal
Fran Watson

“That which does not kill
us, makes us stronger.”
—Friedrich Nietzsche

By Brandon Wolf
Photo by Brandon Wolf

he never met her father. She lost her
Smother atage 13. She was expelled from
thelocal school system at age 15.

But today, 38-year-old Fransheneka “Fran”
Watson has her own law practice, a partner
of 12 years, and is the first African-American
female to serve as president of the Houston
GLBT Political Caucus. Reflecting on her life,
Watson says, “It’s been aroller-coaster ride.”

>

A Lot to Deal with at an Early Age
Watson was born in 1977, when her mother
was a 15-year-old high-school student. Al-
though she never met her father, relatives have
told her that he played professional football
for the Green Bay Packers, and died young of a
drug overdose. “That’s one door I decided not
toventure behind,” Watson says, although she
did look him up on the Internet to confirm his
Packers career.

She lived her childhood with her mother,
grandparents, and a brother who was three
years younger. Her mother, a certified nursing
assistant, worked in local nursing homes. Her
grandfather was a chef, and her grandmother
was an elevator operator.

In elementary school, Watson was a good
student. She loved to read—especially books
about adventures in foreign lands. Although
she was introverted, she excelled in track and
kickball.

Middle school gave her the opportunity
to expand her interests, and she became a
member of the concert band, playing the bass
clarinet. At home, she learned how to pay the
bills and reconcile the checking account. She
alsolearned how to confront the fact that her
mother had become addicted to crack. “She
picked the wrong boyfriend,” Watson says.

At one point, Watson helped her mother get
into a methadone recovery group, where she
alternated between recovery and addiction.

‘When she was a high-school freshman, Wat-
son came home one afternoon and found her
mother dead of an overdose.

“She was so full of fun, and had such awon-
derful, hearty laugh. She loved to turn up the
music and convert our living room into a dance
floor,” Watson remembers. The loss devastated
her. Although motherless herself, Watson was
now faced with filling a maternal role for her
younger brother.

Adversity Takes a Toll

Watson made it through her freshman year,
still traumatized by her mother’s passing.

But as she “became rebellious at times” in her
sophomore year, the school’s marching band
gave her the only avenue to channel her anger
and sense of loss.

That same year, her grandfather became
very sick, and Watson had to accompany him
to the doctor often. “We had to use the bus
system to get my grandfather to the doctor and

OutSmartMagazine.com |

A TrueLeader
2016 Female Pride Marshal Fran Watson overcame many hardships in her childhood, including losing her
mother at age 13. Now, Watson owns her own law practice and is the first African-American woman

to serve as the president of the Houston GLBT Political Caucus.

back,” Watson remembers.

In general, her life was very restricted
by her grandparents. “It wasn’t areligious
thing—I didn’t grow up in a faith home. But my
grandparents worried that what happened to
my mother would happen to me, so they lim-
ited my activities and refused tolet me get a
driver’slicense.”

She ended up missing alot of classes her
sophomore year. As she entered her junior year,
her grades improved. But then, just when she
thought she had her life under control, she was
stunned to learn that because of the sophomore
classes she missed, she was being expelled from
the school system. “I begged, cried, and pleaded
with the principal, but he was unyielding. To
this day, it still makes me angry.”

Life in the Fast-Food Lane

With no school to attend, and needing income,
Watson went to work at Wendy’s in Montrose.
She started by wiping tables and trays. Then —
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continued from previous page

one day, she had to fill in for a cashier, and ev-
eryone noticed how fast she could count money
and make change.

Watson was promoted to be the drive-
through cashier. “I was friendly and I was
fast,” she says with alaugh. The supervisors
liked her potential, and tried to convince her to
apply for a management position.

But Watson was embarrassed by the fact
she did not have a high-school diploma, so she
kept brushing off'the subject. One day, she fi-
nally told amanager about her dilemma.

The manager told her that another em-
ployee had been coping with the same problem.
He studied for and passed the GED high-school
equivalency test. She hadn’t even known that
was an option before she enrolled in the study
course.

Watson took the exam at the University of
Houston-Downtown. When she returned to
get her grade, a counselor told her, “You have
tremendously high scores on the GED—enough
to win a scholarship.”

That prompted Watson to apply—and win—
the scholarship, enabling her to attend UHD
and earn her bachelor’s degree in psychology in
2005. She also entered the research-assistant
intern program. It was a busy life, juggling
classes, the internship, and work as a drive-
through cashier—now at Luther’s BBQ.

Gaining More than Just a College Degree
In 2004, Watson met Kim Atkins, who was
also a UHD research assistant. They began to
“hang out together”—or at least thatis what
Watson thought.

She’d once kissed another girl at age 14, but
lacking any support for her feelings, she decid-
ed it was notright. As she had from elementary
school on, she accepted her attraction to wom-
en as simply feelings of “strong friendship.”

After several months, Atkins took her to
Fuddruckers for dinner and asked her about
the future of their relationship. Watson was
totally surprised. Atkins asked her, “Didn’t you
realize we've been dating?”

Watson actually had no clue, since she’d

had a total of one date in her life. Atkins pro-
s L |III 0“‘ smﬂﬂ \I" posed, Watson accepted, and they exchanged
GE.YE ST VOws in a very private ceremony—just the two
ofthem—at the Galleria Waterwall.
Sz GREETE.&T

* / : The Challenge of Law School
1 ..-'"' After graduation, Watson worked as secretary
\¥JJ in the UH-Downtown Conference Center. But
she longed for something more challenging.
e e ﬂ
feast+drink+

Now in a stable relationship, she applied
3414 Washington Ave. [0} i [EJ feastus

to the Texas Southern University Law School,
and was admitted for the 2006 school year. She
remembers the late Gene Harrington, alaw
professor and a notable HIV and LGBT activ-
ist. “Ididn’t have him for a professor, because
he taught estate planning and that wasn’t the
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Eyes on the Future

Despite begin expelled from high school, Watson
worked diligently to earn her GED. Here she’s
pictured at 16 years old at AstroWorld.

direction I was drawn to.”

‘What she was drawn to was advocacy law,
such as the wrongful-conviction project that
was working to overturn the sentences of in-
nocent African-American men. She was also
the executive editor of the school’s Law Review
publication for two years.

In 2009, she passed the test to be admitted
to the Texas State Bar. However, the economic

downtown at the time made jobs very hard

to get. Eventually, Watson opened up a pri-
vate practice in her home, doing LGBT estate
planning—a career path that opened unexpect-
edly. In 2006, she and Atkins had joined the
Community Gospel Church. When members
discovered she was alaw student, they came
to her asking for help with estate planning. At
the time, marriage equality was barely on the
societal radar, and LGBT couples had to draw
up lengthy contracts to give them the same
rights as amarried couple. Nothing equaled
marriage, but a portfolio of legal documents
came as close as possible. Watson and Atkins
celebrated their fifth anniversary with a com-
mitment ceremony at their church.

Since same-sex marriage in Texas seemed
even more unlikely a decade ago, Watson’s
LGBT estate-planning services were in de-
mand. She liked having her own practice be-
cause it gave her the ability to spend part of her
time volunteering.

Wanting to Give Back
Watson was eager to give back to the commu-
nity she now could call her own. It began with
helping her church make floats for the Pride
parade every year and marching alongside the
floats, giving out trinkets.

She also involved herselfin her church’s
“reconciliation” outreach, helping LGBTs who
had been spiritually rejected and condemned

by their own churches. Watson had not been
raised with a fire-and-brimstone version of
religion, but she could see how deeply it had
affected others. Her background in psychology
made her a good choice to counsel these walk-
ing wounded.

Watson also did pro-bono work through the
Lone Star Legal Aid group. She helped a variety
of people down on their luck and without mon-
ey, such ashomeless individuals and veterans.
In 2012, she won the organization’s “Pro-Bono
of'the Year” award.

In 2011, Watson proved that you just can’t
keep a good woman down. While scaling a
rock-climbing wall in Austin, she fell 28 feet—
two and a half stories—to the ground. Both legs
were broken, and doctors marveled that she
was still alive.

She was limited to bed for three months,
and then nine months in a wheelchair. Nev-
ertheless, she wheeled herself alongside her
church’s float in the Pride parade that year,
once again giving out trinkets.

Drawn to the World of Politics

In 2012, Watson joined the Houston Stonewall
Lawyers Association. Her networking there
led her to volunteer for the 2013 Creating
Change Conference held in Houston. Having
learned firsthand the difficulties oflifein a
wheelchair, Watson took on the responsibility
of transportation and hospitality efforts for —
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—Connie Moore and Debbie Hunt

Best Female Business Person (rnaus—Connie Moore

Tracy E. Mitchell, LecaL AssisTaNT
Adoption & Surrogacy Coordination,
General Client Administration

Debra E. Hunt, PARTNER

Estate Planning, Probate, Real Estate
Transactions, Small Business Formation,
Surrogacy
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the disabled at the conference.

Laterin 2013, Watson attended her
first meeting of the Houston LGBT Politi-
cal Caucus. Mayor Annise Parker, running
for her third term, was at that meeting.
Watson was fascinated to see the mayor
up close, and watch the Caucus member-
ship grill her.

That led Watson to join the Caucus
screening committee and run for a posi-
tion on the Caucus board. She also chaired
the volunteer committee and began a tra-
dition of holding volunteer appreciation
parties.

In 2014, Watson threw herselfinto
the efforts to pass HERO, Houston’s equal
rights ordinance. That same year, she and
Atkins celebrated their 10th anniversary
by legally marrying in New York’s Central
Park. (Atkins had legally changed her last
name to Watson the previous year.)

In 2015, Watson worked hard to defeat
the repeal of the city’s HERO law, but that
effort failed due to a highly emotional and
deceptive ad campaign by the opposition. She
also ran for the presidency of the Caucus, and
won, becoming the first African-American fe-
male to hold the office. In that capacity, Watson
says she is working to bridge the gap that she

Classmates and Soul Mates
In 2014, Watson () married her partner, Kim, in Central Park
in New York City. The two met during their undergraduate

studies at the University of Houston—-Downtown.

senses between longtime activists and a new

generation of LGBTs who are getting involved.
‘When she was voted the 2016 Female Pride

Marshal, Watson says: “I was very humbled

by the honor, and touched by the trust that

the community has placed in me.” It also
seemed more than abit surreal. “I with-
drew into myself for so long, never want-
ing anyone to know that I liked women.
Now I'll be riding in a convertible with my
female partner, waving to over 700,000
people along the parade route in June.”

Looking to the future, Watson has an
eye on elective politics, especially the Tex-
as legislature. Life hasbeen an amazing
journey for this 38-year-old powerhouse of
energy and optimism.

Although Watson is a post-civil-rights
child, she is aware of her past and her fam-
ily history. “My great-great grandmother
was a slave,” she says. “My grandmother
used to tell me stories that her mother had
passed down to her about those days. It had
adeep impact onme.”

Asan African-American lesbian, Wat-
son understands the intersectionality of
© being a woman, a person of color,and a
member of the LGBT community. She has
had alotto deal with, including some harsh
curveballs along the way—all of which have
made her stronger. Her amazing journey
seems to be on the verge of becoming even
more amazing.

Brandon Wolf also writes about 2016 Male
Pride Marshal Brad Odom-Harris in this issue
of OurSMART magazine.
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2016 Male Pride Marshal
Brad Odom-Harris

Pride has a very special
place in his heart.

By Brandon Wolf

is first visit to a gay bar wasn’tan
H epiphany for Brad Odom-Harris.

Born post-Stonewall, he’s always
known a world in which gays were visible. He
lived in the Museum District for a while, and
often went to Rich’s Disco on “straight night,”
so clubbing with gay men wasn’t anything
unusual.

But his first Houston Pride Parade in 1996
was a defining moment. “I'd never seen tens of
thousands of gay people together in one place
at one time. It changed my whole perception of
being a gay man,” he says.

Growing Up in Richmond, Texas
Odom-Harris was born in Hermann Hospi-
talin April 1973, and except for a few years

in other cities, Houston has always been his
home. His family lived in the Sugar Land area
at the time of his birth, but moved to a 14-acre
tract of land in Richmond when he was in the
third grade. The land had abig house and alot
of pecan trees.

Middle school was an awkward period for
Odom-Harris. While most of his schoolmates
lived in the suburbs and could mingle outside
of school hours, he was a “country kid” who
was bullied for being different. That ended
when he started fighting back. “But that really
was not the best solution,” he admits.

Odom-Harris describes himself as a bit of
anerdinthose days, and he hung out with just
afew friends. He was smart and popular, but
still didn’t sit at “the cool table.” “I saw other
kids get called names and beat up, so I kept my
feelings hidden.”

Being gay was simply not an option for him.

“It was a dark and bad side of me,” he says, look-

ing back. “There was a long spell I went through

where I was deeply depressed and suicidal.”
Fortunately, when he was 12, his fam-

ily started to attend the socially progressive

©

Love & Pride

2016 Male Pride Marshal Brad Odom-Harris (r) met his husband, attorney David Harris,
at a Pride event in 2006. The two were married in New York in 2011.

Unity Church in Houston, and the depression
lifted. “I became part of ayouth group that was
inclusive and loving of all people—more than
just [with] words, but also in practice.”

Inhigh school, Odom-Harris joined the
school band. He wasn’t fond of the marching
band, but it was required if he was to perform
with the concert band, where he could indulge
his real passion for playing a drum set. He also
begantolearn how to DJ.

Odom-Harris played basketball for two
years before the coach took him aside and said,
“Next year there won’t be a B-team.” That pre-
cipitated his switch to the swim team. During
his junior and senior years, he earned medals
atboth the regional and state levels of compe-
tition before graduating in 1991.

On to College

Odom-Harris spent the next two years study-

OutSmartMagazine.com

ing marine science at Texas A&M-Galveston.
During his time in Galveston, he volunteered
as adocent at Moody Gardens. In 1992 he was
chosen tolead a 20-minute tour of the facili-
ties for Robert Kennedy Jr., who was there to
receive an environmental award.

“Just being a few feet from a Kennedy was
quite awesome,” Odom-Harris says. He re-
members that Kennedy took a special interest
in the blind batfish that use sonar to swim.

Realizing there was more to becoming an-
other Jacques Cousteau than he had imagined,
Odom-Harris transferred to the University of
Houston (UH) in 1993 to major in communi-
cations. His coursework included extensive
training in video production. He also began
working part-time as a marketing assistant at
his father’s software company, Symon Commu-
nications. The company produced call-center
management software that was becoming —

| JUNE2016 | 57



18201 160 ] Lowe witdh
NoudEilooss!

Carpet - Hardwood - Bamboo
Natural Stone - Tiles - Laminates
Luxury Vinyl - Area Rugs

832.305.5204

(CAINUsHoNEREE]
(Consuld&IEstimate)

houstonheights.floorcoveringsinternational.com

58 | JUNE 2016 | OutSmartMagazine.com

2016 MaLe PriDE MARSHAL

continued from previous page

an industry standard used by such corporate
giants as Discover and American Express.

1996—A Very Busy Year

Besides graduating from UH in 1996, the year
was also memorable for Odom-Harris because
he had finally accepted his sexual orientation
earlier in the year.

He came out to his parents, and found them
to be very supportive. “I wanted to be some-
thing for them that I wasn’t, and I feared rejec-
tion. I am fortunate that they are [among] the
good ones, full of love and support. It felt good
tonolonger be hiding or parsing my pronouns
when talking about relationships.”

In June of that year, Odom-Harris attended
his first Pride parade. He was overwhelmed.
“When I arrived at the parade, I was flooded by
the undeniable fact that I was not alone. I fi-
nally realized that I was part of acommunity.”

The next month, Odom-Harris traveled
to Atlanta and stayed with a friend to volun-
teer for the Summer Olympics. He worked
with transportation for the media, getting
members of the press to the right location at
the right time.

Odom-Harris then began working for his
father as a systems analyst. The job took him
to Dallas, and for the first time he lived openly
as a gay man. “It was wonderfully liberating,”
he says.

Odom-Harris continued to work for Symon
Communications through 2005. After ayear
as a systems analyst, he began doing market-
ing work that built the business with record
sales. Utilizing video production skills he had
learned in college, he produced training videos
for the company’s staff, which resulted in sub-
stantial savings over instructor-led classes.

Following the installation of the Symon
software at one company, Odom-Harris re-
members sitting down with the supervisor
of acompany that had just installed Symon
software. to show her incoming calls statis-
tics on her computer monitor, including those
in queue. “They are in queue right now?” she
exclaimed and dashed out of her office. When
shereturned, she said, “My agents already
knew.” Prior to the Symon software, she had to
personally alert her employees about the work-
flow status, but now they could see the details
ofincoming calls at their workstations.

Sadly, Odom-Harris lost his father to leuke-
miain 2002. At his father’s memorial service
at Unity Church, he talked about his high-
school days when his father would tow a cata-
maran trailer to church on Sundays, parking it
in the church’s lot so the family could go sailing
in the afternoon. After the funeral, Rev. How-
ard Ceasar said to him, “I always wondered
who was having fun on the water after church,
while I had to spend the afternoon indoors in
my office!”



©

Ready for the Rodeo
Odom-Harris moved to a 14-acre
tract of land in Richmond, Texas,
when he was in the third grade.

Venturing Outside the Box
By 2005, Odom-Harris and his brother had
decided to sell their father’s company and open

awine bar. Salud! Winery and Bistro opened
the next year in the 3939 Montrose Boulevard
shopping strip. The interior was remodeled to
look like a small Ttalian street exterior, with
the bar and winery as two street-level busi-
nesses and the main dining area under 25-foot
ceilings painted black.

Salud! became a unique corporate “team
building” venue. Many of their clients were
among the leading companies in Houston’s
business community.

In 2005, Odom-Harris also joined the
board of Pride Houston. Years earlier, in 1999,
he had been asked by his friend and then-Pride
president, Nick Brines, to join the new Friends
of Pride group. He did join and had remained a
member over the years. Now he was given the
opportunity to further that initiative and to
develop community events.

In 2006, 10 years after attending his first
Pride parade, Odom-Harris met attorney Da-
vid Harris at a Pride event. They started dating
and fell in love, and the following year they
moved in together as a couple.

After two years on the board, Odom-Harris
was elected president of Pride Houston. In that
role, he oversaw the 2008 and 2009 celebra-
tions. One of his proudest accomplishments
was the decision to make the Pride Festival
free. The attendance jumped from the usual
5,000 people to over 50,000 in the first year.

Under hisleadership, fencing was extended

along the entire parade route to improve spec-
tator and participant safety. Also, the letters
“GLBT” were removed from the official name
ofthe organization. “Itis my sincere belief
that, in relation to a day meant to celebrate our
community’s strength and unity, letters which
define us as different from each other and
divide us into groups have no place,” Odom-
Harris explains. “I believe that Pride is about
celebrating our one beautiful and vibrant com-
munity.”

In 2008, Salud! was voted Best Wine Bar
in OuTSMART’Ss Gayest & Greatest awards, and
Odom-Harris was the runner-up to Charles
Armstrong as Favorite Male Business Owner.

Unfortunately, in 2009 the business closed
as aresult of Hurricane Ike and the severe
national economic downturn. Team-building
experiences were among the first things to be
struck from corporate budgets.

A New Career and a Wedding

After the demise of Salud!, Odom-Harris
joined Primas, a call center software firm, as
director of sales. In 2011, he moved to CXM,
also a call-center software firm, for a similar
position that he currently holds. CXM ended
2015 with their highest sales in five years.

In 2011, Odom-Harris and his partner trav-
eled to New York to get married. “It seemed like
marriage equality would be along time coming
to Houston,” he says. They were married on —
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11/11/11, a date the couple liked because of the
folk saying, “It’s 11:11. Make a wish.”

The men decided to take the samelast
name, Odom-Harris. “Deciding which name
came first was easy,” Odom-Harris says with a
slightly wicked smile. “We considered the ab-
breviation and decided ‘OH’ was more accept-
able than ‘HO.”

Returning to Houston, the couple went
to the Division of Motor Vehicles to change
the names on their driver’s licenses, but the
request was rejected. “We talked with the su-
pervisor, and although she was warm and po-
lite, she indicated that it was a matter of Texas
state law.” They were left with no option but to
go through the costly process of legally chang-
ing their names.

Giving Back to His Community

One would suspect after talking with Odom-
Harris that he is an extrovert. “My Myers-
Briggs Personality Test scored me at the top of
that classification,” he confirms. This is fortu-
nate for Houston’s LGBT community, because

1835/1837 W Alabama 713.520.8599 of the long list of volunteer efforts that Odom-
* * Harris has involved himselfin during the two
2521 University Blvd 713.520.8888 decades since his coming out.

In addition to his involvement with

Sponsors of the Lazarus House - thelazarushouse.org Pride Houston, Odom-Harris has been (and
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o
11/11/11
Brad and David chose the date of their special day

because they love the folk saying, “It's 11:11. Make a wish.”

is now) an active member of the Executive &
Professional Association of Houston (EPAH)
and the Human Rights Campaign (HRC)
Houston.

He has supported, with time or money,
The Montrose Center, the Montrose Softball
League, World AIDS Day, and the HERO cam-

paign, to name just afew. He has used his DJ
passion over the years to provide music and
lighting for countless events, free of charge,
saving organizations and political campaigns
thousands of dollars in rental charges and ser-
vice fees.

In 2010 Odom-Harris became aware of the

crisis of LGBT youth homelessness in Hous-
ton. He helped open the Safe Affirming Family
Environment (S.A.F.E.) Spot, adaily drop-in
shelter for homeless teens. “On any given night,
there are over 150 kids between the ages of 13
and 21 without a home, who self-identify as
LGBT. Sixty percent of them were kicked out
after coming out. These are good, smart, loving
kids in bad situations,” he says.

Odom-Harris is currently focusing on im-
plementing the HRC Foundation’s “Welcoming
Schools” program, helping children feel more
comfortable with being themselves—which
leads to better student performance and re-
duced dropout rates.

Odom-Harris is humbled and grateful for
his election as the 2016 Male Pride Marshal.
This is a perfect year for him to receive that
honor, because it marks the 20th anniversary
of his first Pride parade—an event that is near
and dear to his heart.

He is excited about riding down Bagby
Street in a parade convertible in June with
his husband, David Odom-Harris. During that
ride, he will be thinking about his first parade
two decades ago—and also about all the people
who will remember 2016 as the year they first
attended their first Pride parade.

Brandon Wolf also writes about 2016 Female
Pride Marshal Fran Watson in this issue of
OuTSMART magazine.

OutSmartMagazine.com
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2016 Ally Pride Marshal

Dena Hughes

She turned to the

LGBT community when
diagnosed HIV-positive,
and has been giving back

to us ever since.

By Brandon Wolf
Photo by Brandon Wolf

ena Hughes has always been a person
D on the move. “People tell me that as

soon as I could walk, I was every-
where,” she says. Sports helped her channel
some of that energy when she was growing up,
but she still seems to have an endless supply.

Even being diagnosed as HIV-positive at

the age of 21 didn’t slow her down. With her
typical optimism, she turned a huge lemon into
lemonade. “Dealing with my health situation
brought me into close touch with Houston’s
LGBT community, and that has been an enor-
mous plus in my life,” she says.

Boundless Energy

Although her mother lived in Beaumont,
Hughes was born in Seattle while her mother
was visiting relatives there in 1971. Houston’s
Meyerland area became her new home at the
age of three, and she has put down roots there
that remain today. Her mother was a nurse for
years, and then moved into the oil and gas in-
dustry’s geo-science field.

Hughes’ elementary-school days were
focused on gymnastics, and she longed to
become the next Mary Lou Retton. She was a
good gymnast, but found the bar to be the most
challenging. “Ilearned how to land back on the
bar after a back flip by not landing on the bar.
Missing the bar is a powerful motivator to get
itright,” she recalls.

By middle school, the gymnastics classes
had become too expensive, so Hughes switched
torunning track and working out at the local
YMCA.

In high school, she became involved in vol-
leyball and dancing. She also loved to roller

CAPTION

Dena Hughes (1) with her stepfa-
ther and mother, Tom and Carolyn
Russell, in front of the home she
grew up in. Now she lives right next
door. Photo: Brandon Wolf

©

Positive Living

Since being diagnosed as HIV-positive in 1991, Dena Hughes () has been a tireless advocate for the
HIV community. Here she’s pictured with her stepfather, Tom Russell, and mother, Carolyn Russell.

skate. There was aroller rink nearby where
parents felt safe dropping their children off on
Saturday afternoons. When Fame City opened
nearby, weekends became even more special.

Hughes was especially fond of her classes
in black history. She was fascinated with
Harriett Tubman—an appropriate choice in
light of the recent announcement that Tubman
will be replacing Andrew Jackson on the U.S.
$20 bills.

Sheloved socializing, and from a young
age learned the value of allies—those special
friends who are always there for you, and you
are there for them. By the time she graduated
from high school, she had a sizeable net-
work—friends from elementary, middle, and
high school; friends from church; friends from
the roller rink; and even friends in Beaumont
whom she saw when visiting her grandmother.

Off to College

Hughes spent her first year of college in San

OutSmartMagazine.com |

Antonio at St. Mary’s University, majoring
intheater and drama. She was a member of
the college’s volleyball team. But after the
firstyear, she grew lonely for Houston and
moved back.

At age 19, she entered the University of
Houston as a sophomore, and chose a career
path in journalism and public relations. “That
was when my life really started,” she says. She
joined a sorority, did well in her classes, and
had an active and happy social life.

The path to happiness lay before her as
she entered her junior year. She was happy,
healthy, attractive, and loved her classes. She
had no idea that a very dark cloud lay ahead—
one that would change the course of her life
forever.

Inlate 1991, Hughes got a call from her best
friend. “That man that you were dating a cou-
ple years ago has been diagnosed with HIV,”
her friend said. She suggested that Hughes get
ablood test, just to be sure of her HIV status. —
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Hughes visited the university clinic and
asked for an HIV blood test. Then she waited
for two weeks for the results. “It was along two
weeks,” Hughes remembers. She spent the time
mentally reviewing what little she knew about
AIDS. “Iknew it affected gay men, and that
wasn't me. I knew it affected intravenous drug
users, and that wasn’t me,” she recalls. “There
was no conversation in the black female com-
munity about AIDS, so the whole subject was
rather remote to me.”

Dealing with the Bad News

Hughes showed up at the clinic to get her test
results, and the doctor who greeted her asked
her to come back to her office. “I noticed that
her face wasn’t very relaxed,” Hughes says.

The doctor told her, “I'm so sorry, Dena,
butyou’ve been diagnosed as HIV-positive.”
Hughes remembers that day, December 14,
1991, vividly. “After I heard those words, I felt
like I was falling—falling backwards—and that
there was no one to catch me. The doctor was
still talking, but as I looked at her I couldn’t
hear any words. I only saw her lips move.”

Afterleaving the clinic, Hughes called the
friend who had advised her to get a test. She
then told a second friend, but otherwise kept
the news to herselfthroughout the holidays.
There would be time enough to deal with it in
January, and she wanted her Christmasto be
free of anxiety.

But it was alonely secret. Unlike the gay
men in Houston who had a strong support net-
work in place to deal with an HIV diagnosis,
Hughes had none. She had no idea where to
turn or what to do. And the thought that kept
running through her mind during that holiday
season was “Who would want to marry a girl
with HIV?”

A month after the diagnosis, Hughes told
her mother and stepfather, Carolyn and Tom
Russell. They were both totally supportive.
Her stepfather went to abookstore and bought
every book he could find about HIV, and began
to immerse himselfin the subject. Her mother
provided spiritual support.

Hughes had a healthy T-cell count 0f 1,300,
so she decided not to begin the medication
regimen yet. (She finally began taking retrovi-
ralsin 2013.) She also decided to be open about
her status. “I began to tell the people who knew
me. It was up to them how they wanted to deal
with it,” she says.

Faced with a serious health issue, Hughes
knew she needed to connect to acommunity
that was already expert. She also needed a
community that would be open and receptive
to her. Houston’s LGBT community fulfilled
both of those needs.

Moving Forward
Inearly 1994, Hughes became Dena Gray, mar-



rying a good friend after their relationship
deepened. Having ababy wasn’t on the agenda,
but she did become pregnant.

This was the only time she turned to medi-
cations, taking AZT until her daughter Kan-
dace was born in November 1995. Kandace was
tested for HIV, and the results were negative.
Although the marriage didn’tlast—the couple
divorced in 1996—the friendship remained.

Hughes had dropped out of school after she
became pregnant. But once her life was again

©6

Step by Step

Hughes married in 1994 and soon affer gave
birth to her daughter, Kandace (pictured with her
step-grandmother, Mary Russell). In 1997, she met
longtime HIV survivor Magic Johnson.

stabilized, she returned to the University of
Houston to earn her degree in 1997.

One of the groups Hughes had initially
turned to was AIDS Foundation Houston. Her
dynamic personality and her speaking ef-
fectiveness were quickly noticed, so she was
asked to volunteer as a health educator and
community speaker.

Hughes was hired on to the staff of Bering
Omegain 1997, and then went to work for the
People with AIDS Coalition in 1999. She also

became a member of the Harris County Ryan
White Planning Council, and served in vari-
ous capacities with other AIDS organizations.
From 2002 to 2005, she worked on the staff
of former Houston City Council member Ada
Edwards.

A state of emergency in Houston’s African-
American community had been declared in
1999 by mayor Lee Brown, when demographic
studies showed an alarming increase in HIV
cases. Hughes worked with everyone from
church pastors to civil rights activist Quanell
X to address the problem.

Hughes had the ability to bridge gaps and
work with communities that were not deal-
ing well with AIDS. “You have to meet people
where they are at,” Hughes says. “But the im-
portant thingis to stop the transmission of the
virus and provide treatment for those who are
already living with it.”

From 2005 to 2008, Hughes worked as a
housing and community development program
manager for the City of Houston. She then
served as the executive director for Bread of
Life, Inc., for two years. In 2010, she returned
to the City, working as a program manager in
the Department of Health and Community
Services.

Inthe spring of 2011, Hughes was notified
that she had been chosen as a White House
“Champion of Change.” She flew to Washing-
ton DC and, along with a dozen other —
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recipients, spent a full day with President
Obama’s top AIDS advisors and policy makers.
Upon her return, Mayor Annise Parker hon-
ored her with a “Dena Gray Day.”

Finding Love Again

In February 2012, Hughes met Daniel Hughes
onthe HIV Dating Online website. In August
they were married. Both of them live openly as
HIV-positive.

The next year, Hughes left her job with
the City to work full-time with the resource-
management and consulting service she had
been building up for several years. Today, she
and her modern-day “Brady Bunch” family
live right next to the house she grew up in,
where her mother and stepfather still live. Her
family now includes her husband and seven
children—her daughter, her husband’s son, a
grandson, and stepchildren from her former
marriage. None of the kids are into labels, and
consider everyone to be an equal member of a
happy family.

The household also includes two dogs. Lou
lookslike an exotic canine breed, butin reality
is just an affectionate little creature with some
dermatology issues. Riley, a German Shepherd,
is known for slipping through an open door at
lightning speed. “He doesn’t go anywhere—just
walks up and down the neighborhood side-
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A Second Chance at Love

In February 2012, Dena Hughes met Daniel Hughes
(I) on an HIV online dating website. In August of
that year, the two married.

walk. But once he’s out, he’s hard to get back
in,” Hughes says. Thus, the front door now
leadsto aholding area with a second door.

Hughesis an upbeat, animated person. As
amom, she can be firm when she needs to, but
she’s not one to dwell on things. “How long am
Tusually angry?” she asks her daughter. “About
aminute,” comes the reply.

Reflecting on Her Life

Looking back, Hughes admits she has had an
interesting and challenginglife. She under-
stands how people relate to each other and to
the world. She indicates with circular motions
of her hands the different groups in her life—

her women friends, black friends, HIV friends,
and LGBT friends, church friends, professional
friends, parents, and family.

She starts to drawlines in the air with a
finger, explaining the intersectionality of all
the groups with her at the hub. Then she shrugs
her shoulders slightly and smiles, indicating
that “it all just works out.”

Compassion and concern for othersis an
integral part of Hughes’ nature. So is her genu-
ine affection for Houston’s LGBT community.

‘When her name was announced as a Pride
marshal in April, Hughes says “It just made my
heart so happy.” The fact that she is not LGBT
makes an award from that community even
more meaningful. Her eyes start to mist up
as she ponders the honor. “I felt a bit like Sally
Field at the Oscars—‘You like me. You really
like me!™”

Although her husband, Daniel, was in
Virginia on business and not able to attend
the announcement party, he will be riding
with her in the Pride Ally Marshal convertible
on June 25 as it makes its way down Bagby
Street. As people call out her name and wave,
Hughes will discover just how vast the network
of community allies is that she has cultivated
over the past 25 years, by being there for us in
SO many ways.

Brandon Wolf also writes about Pride marshals
Fran Watson and Brad Odom-Harris in this
issue of OUTSMART magazine.
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Rainbow on the Green

Our fave outdoor party
of the year!

By Marene Gustin

ome out! Outside, that is, and get ready

for one of the biggest parties of the

year, Rainbow on the Green at down-
town’s Discovery Green park.

It’s the official prequel to Pride Week here
in Houston (June 16 through 26), and it’s not to
be missed. This is the sixth annual park party
and citywide LGBT celebration, this year
sponsored by Land Rover Houston Central and
presented by Legacy Community Health. Big-
name acts will be country’s darling gay singer
and last month’s OurSMART coverboy Billy Gil-
man (“One Voice” and the recent “Red to Blue”)
and dance-party queen and same-sex-mar-
riage proponent Taylor Dayne (“Dreaming”) as
well as Texas’ own Vancie Vega appearing as
Dolly Parton.

“Performing as Dolly these last 25 years
has brought many special gifts,” Vega says.
“Gifts I'm able to share through works in
my community and with anyone who needs
them—or me, for that matter. I'm honored to
be billed along with legendary songbird (I may
have fanned out!) Taylor Dayne and our very
own LGBTQ country-music star Billy Gilman.
Thisyear will be one amazing show!”

And it will.

“Rainbow on the Green is our annual sa-
lute to Pride,” says Discovery Green president
and park director Barry Mandel. “Each year it
continues to grow, and this year, especially, we
think we have something for everyone. There
is no place quite like Discovery Green to cel-
ebrate Pride with great entertainment under
the stars and Houston’s skyline as a backdrop.”

The verdant oasis in the midst of down-
town concrete is an almost-12-acre man-made
park created on the site of a former parking
lot. With its lake, fountains, dog runs, kids’
areas, public art, and two eateries—including
The Grove, with its rooftop patio overlooking
the treescapes—itis a perfect spot for outdoor

GILMAN - LOST IN TRANSLATION; VEGA - EVERETT TAASEVIGEN PHOTOGRAPHY

©

The Stellar Lineup

Clockwise from left: openly gay country singer Billy Gilman, LGBT ally Taylor Dayne, and drag star Vancie
Vega will light up the stage at Discovery Green’s Rainbow on the Green Pride event on June 11.

events. The event is free (sorry, no V.I.P. tick-
ets available this year) and open to the public,
so come on down—but do bring some folding
money to get snacks at the Lake House, which
has a huge patio along Kinder Lake. Grab abig
ol’ bacon cheeseburger, hot dog, or tacos and
find a shady spot to nosh and enjoy the music
from the stages.

Organizers are expecting around 4,000
people to show up to celebrate Houston’s LGBT
community and the kickoffto Pride Week here
in H-town, so come early—the event starts at7
p.m. You can bring lawn chairs or blankets to
hunker down on the grass, but no pets or glass
containers, please.

Houston Gaymers—the largest “gay gamer”
community in Texas—will be on hand again
this year, offering you the opportunity to play

OutSmartMagazine.com

Super Smash Bros., Wii U, and Mario Kart.

You can drive downtown to the event—
there is garage and street parking available—
but your best bet is to take a bike, bus, or the
downtown jitney service.

Rainbow on the Green is the larger, flashier
sister of the winter Rainbow on Ice event,
when the LGBT community grabs ice skates
and hits up the iced-over lake for a party.

What: Rainbow on the Green (OUuTSMART is
an official media sponsor)

When: June 11,7 p.m.

Where: Discovery Green, 1500 McKinney St.

Details: discoverygreen.com/rainbow

Marene Gustin is a regular contributor to
OuTSMART magazine.
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The First National LGBT Monument

President Obama
memorializes the Stonewall
Inn, commemorating
resistance and inclusivity.

By Josh Inocéncio

“D oyou think homosexuals are re-
volting? You bet your sweet ass
we are,” read a flyer for a July 1969
meeting in New York City. In spite of being the
city with arguably the largest gay population
in the United States at the time, New York City
fiercely upheld its anti-sodomy laws.

That 1969 meeting, consisting of members
from New York City’s most prominent LGBT
group in the late 1960s, Mattachine, was re-
sponding to the Stonewall Inn riots one month
prior on June 28, where LGBT civilians revolt-
ed against N.Y.P.D. officers after yet another
routine raid of the popular gay tavern.

And now, President Barack Obama, who
hasused his presidency to transform the
national conversation on gay and transgen-
derrights, is poised to designate the historic
Stonewall Inn as the first-ever national LGBT
monument to honor those who have fought for
equal rights over the decades. Like African-
American history or women’s history, Obama
recognizes that LGBT history is American
history.

Gay groups in the United States existed
before the clash at Stonewall Inn in Greenwich
Village, but that moment served as a catalyst
for emerging gay-rights groups to coalesce
around specific agendas. From the wake of the
Stonewall Riots emerged the Gay Liberation
Front (GLF) and, later that year, the Gay Activ-
ists Alliance (GAA). Throughout the 1970s,
the LGBT movement witnessed the rise of the
Street Transvestite Action Revolution (STAR),
the National Gay Task Force (NGTF), and, in
the 1980s, the “in your face” AIDS Coalition
to Unleash Power (ACT UP), which demanded
that the U.S. government recognize the AIDS
epidemic that was obliterating gay men.

Since 1969, the combined efforts of LGBT
rights groups have achieved federal action on
HIV/AIDS research, the overturning of draco-
nian laws that banned gays in the military and
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Home of the Stonewall Riots

President Obama is poised to designate the historic Stonewall Inn as the first-ever national
LGBT monument to honor those who have fought for equal rights over the decades.

criminalized sodomy, and, as of last summer,
the freedom for gays and lesbians to marry
nationwide in a decisive yet narrow Supreme
Courtruling.

And while the designation of a national
LGBT rights monument is overdue, there is
urgency in the timing. Even though gays and
lesbians have achieved marriage equality in all
50 states, the conservative backlash against
the LGBT community has resulted in both
physical violence and discriminatory legisla-
tion. The Guardian reported on 30 alleged hate
crimes in and around Oak Lawn, the Dallas
gayborhood, over the last year; Republican-led
states are passing “religious freedom” policies
seeking to undermine adoption and even mar-
riage rights for gay couples; and, perhaps most
disturbingly, there are the erroneously titled
“bathroom bills” inspiring transphobia in
North Carolina, Mississippi, and in 2017, most
likely in Texas, among other places.

Aside from the obvious historic import that
Stonewall carries, President Obama couldn’t
have chosen a better site, given that the riots
were led by two trans women of color: Marsha
P. Johnson and Sylvia Rivera. Much more than

OutSmartMagazine.com |

amuseum commemorating past struggles, the
Stonewall Inn is abeacon that can unite the
LGBT community now.

Inthe aftermath of the Stonewall Riots, the
LGBT community splintered as white gay men
(who largely set the agenda for political activ-
ismin New York City and beyond) neglected
the needs of the trans community in favor of
securing their own rights. This harsh division
led Johnson and Rivera to launch the afore-
mentioned STAR group, which focused explic-
itly on trans rights. As the We’ve Been Around
docu-series iterates, Johnson and Rivera
fought for “people who fell between the cracks
of the gay and straight worlds.”

While the “T” remains firmly entrenched
in the queer movement’s core acronym, activ-
ists have worked to add Q (queer or question-
ing), I (Intersex), A (Asexual), among other
groups. Still, the fracture remains between gays,
lesbians, and their trans brothers and sisters.
Indeed, before the unexpected backlash after
the Obergefell marriage ruling, many gay rights
activists believed the fight for equal protec-
tions was nearly over. And the lack of historical
awareness of Johnson’s and Rivera’s roles —
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THE FirsT NATIONAL LGBT MONUMENT

continued from page 75

in the Stonewall Riots was evident in director
Roland Emmerich’s film, Stonewall (2015),
where a classically attractive white gay man
from the Midwest sidelines the contributions
of trans women. This, along with other histori-
cal misrepresentations, has prevented trans-
gender Americans from achieving full equality
in the United States, both in the eyes of conser-
vatives and fellow LGBT individuals.

But as attorney general Loretta Lynch
emphasized in regard to North Carolina’s HB2
last month, “No matter how alone you may feel
today, know this: the Department of Justice—
and, indeed, the entire Obama Administration—
want you to know that we see you, we stand with
you, and we will do everything we can to protect
you going forward.” Only days later, President
Obama issued his directive for public schools
to allow trans students to use the restrooms
that correspond with their gender identity.

By designating the Stonewall Inn as the
United States’ first LGBT monument, Presi-
dent Obama is crystallizing the nation’s com-
mitment to civil rights for not only gays and
lesbians, but for transgender individuals, too.

Josh Inocéncio is a frequent contributor to Our-
SMART magazine, a playwright, and a freelance
writer. Read all of his OuTSMART articles at out
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Swinging for the Fences

Houston'’s Phyllis Frye paved
the way for the modern
fransgender movement.

By Kim Hogstrom
Photo by Kim Hogstrom

‘ ‘ hyllis didn’t work out for the
P team,” Houston’s former mayor
Annise Parker tells OUTSMART.
“Phyllis always swung for the fences.”

Parker isreferring to America’s first out,
transgender judge, Phyllis Randolph Frye. As
afriend of Parker’s, Frye played on alesbian
softball team Parker was coaching at the time.
The comment amounted to only a few mo-
ments in the conversation, but it held signifi-
cant insight.

Phyllis Frye is awoman who has always
swung for the fences.

Asaresult of Frye’s 40 years of fierce cour-
age and determination, she has earned the title
“Grandmother of the Transgender Movement”
and islargely responsible for adding the “T” to
the inclusive “LGBT” term we use today. That
isto say, Frye was the face and force behind
the inclusion of transgender issues in the gay
and lesbian civil rights movement. Now the T
isrecognized worldwide, forever. For good.

And, we proudly add, Phyllis Frye is ours.

“Itwas a depressing and difficult time,”
says Frye regarding her early efforts for inclu-
sion in the civil rights movement of the 1970s.
“One of the saddest parts was having to fight
my own gay and lesbian brothers and sisters
for recognition,” the judge states quietly.

“Inthe 1970s, the national gay and lesbian
movement was working with the objective to
assimilate into society,” explains Mara Keis-
ling, atrans woman and executive director of
the National Center for Transgender Equal-
ity in Washington DC. NCTE was founded in
2003 by transgender activists who recognized
the need to advance equality.

“The movement started excluding people
who [put the goal of assimilation at risk],”
Keisling continues. “Transgender people
were a part of that exclusion, but it wasn’t lim-
ited to us. The movement also excluded drag
queens, bears, leather daddies, and anyone

©

The Movement’s Godmother and Godfather

Phyllis Frye (r) and Ray Hill formed an impenetrable bond during their LGBT activism in the 1970s.

they thought might not fit in. Slowly, over more
than 30 years, that changed.”

The change to which Keisling is referring
came aboutin large part due to Frye’s conten-
tion that homophobia and transphobia sprang
from the same root of ignorance and hate—
simply two horns on the same snorting, slob-
bering, charging bull.

Not all the advocates of the time were lack-
ing empathy. Ray Hill, the “godfather of Hous-
ton’s LGBT movement,” played a notable role
on the national level moving LGBT civil rights
forward. He went to bat for the inclusion of his
dear friend Phyllis Frye, but neither of them
could turn the tide—at first.

“When we organized the Gay and Lesbian
March on Washington in October 1979, the
transgender community was not welcomed by
the national conference. But Phyllis was on a
crusade,” Hill explains.

OutSmartMagazine.com |

Their friendship—and activism—continues today.

“She went to the march anyway, and
marched with Texas. Then, when we organized
the second March on Washington in 1987, the
transgender community was still not recog-
nized [by the national conference]. This time,
Phyllis marched with a transgender contin-
gent, and in the middle of the parade, she made
them all stop. Stop! Right there on the street
in Washington. That sent a message that was
heard in the highest reaches of the gay and
lesbian movement.

“For the third Gay and Lesbian March on
Washingtonin 1993, the ‘T’ was added and the
transgender community was included,” Hill
says with a sly smile and a twinkle in his eye.

The Early Years

Born Phillip Randolph Frye in the 1940s as the
middle son of three children, Frye proved to be
aremarkable youngster. Frye excelled in the —
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Boy Scouts of America, was a celebrated cadet
in the corps at Texas A&M University, a lieu-
tenantinthe U.S. Army, and a multi-degreed
engineer. “I was aman’s man, and I had ater-
rible potty mouth,” Frye says with alaugh. “I
really played the game.”

Still, Frye knew at ayoung age that there
was a different person inside: a person who
enjoyed woman’s clothing, high heels, lovely
hats, and things normally associated with
womanhood. It would take years before she
found her voice.

By 1972, while still in her 20s, Frye found
life increasingly difficult. She was not out, and
married her high-school girlfriend. It soon
ended in divorce. She also suffered a debilitat-
ing discharge from the Army for the crime of
“a compulsive need to wear woman’s clothing.”
Ifthat wasn’t enough, she was professionally
blackballed as an engineer, lost several jobs,
and perhaps cruelest of all, Frye’s family threw
her away. “My mother and father went to their
graves hating me, and my brother and sister
are estranged to this day,” she says quietly.

The year 1976 marked a milestone for Frye
and, as a consequence, for transgender people
everywhere. The disconnect between Frye’s
identity and appearance came to an end. “I was
still presenting as Phillip when I married my
second wife, but she also knew I was cross-
dressing. What she didn’t know was to what de-
gree I was transgender. Neither did I, actually.”

That’s when Frye’s remarkably compassion-
ate new wife spoke out: “Living like this is mak-
ing you nuts. You need to be yourself. Let’s try
you being you, and I will see if I can hang on.”

“I knew it would either send us flying apart,
or bring us closer together. Soon after that, I
started my transition,” Frye pauses for along
moment. “We’re celebrating our 43rd wedding
anniversary next week,” she says, her blue eyes
sparkling.

That same year—1976—Caitlyn Jenner,
who famously transitioned in 2015, won global
notoriety as an athlete at the summer Olym-
pics. Jenner, with all of the recent accolades for
her courage, came out nearly 40 years behind
Phyllis Frye.

Life as a Woman

Always swinging for the fences, Frye sent let-
ters to hundreds of friends, college mates, and
family members to notify them that she was no
longer Phillip, but Phyllis, and requesting their
support during her transition. She also left
fliers on the neighborhood homes to keep them
informed.

“My wife and I had a home in Westbury,
and we had a mortgage. We couldn’t just move
and start over. So I started to transition,” the
judge explains. Frye’s journey included hor-
mone therapy, electrolysis, and some surgery.
“I did not choose full sexual reconstructive



surgery. For some, that’s important, but
each person is different. Each person
must make that decision,” she explains.

And Frye’s letters of outreach to
friends and family? Her effort was met
with a dark silence mingled with oc-
casional disgust. And sadly, Houston’s
Westbury neighborhood was not in-
clined to silence. Frye’s home was van-
dalized many times with paint and eggs,
her tires were slashed, and the couple
was harassed.

Fortunately, Frye was also studying
for alegal degree at the time. “After Ilet
the neighbors know about the transition,
we received horrible, obscene phone
calls,” Fryerecalls. “But all of it stopped
when I achieved my law degree. As a
lawyer, they were frightened of me.”

Itis with pride that the judge adds
that things slowly changed in her neigh-
borhood. Today, Frye has been elected
to serve on the Westbury Civic Associa-
tion Board of Directors for eight consec-
utive terms. “I am now a valued member
of the community,” she states.

Armed with her law degree, Frye is
now serving her sixth year as a munici-
pal court judge for the city of Houston.
In addition to her active personal life
and commitment to public service, she
was able to build a remarkable full-ser-
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The Third Time Is the Charm

Though the national conference didn’t welcome the transgender
community at the 1979 March on Washingon, Texans did. That's
Phylllis Frye left of center holding the American flag.Transgender
people were not welcome at the second march in 1987, so in protest
Frye stopped the transgender contingent in the middle of the parade.
At the third march, the “T” was added.

BLASE DISTEFANO

vice law firm—Frye, Oaks, Benavidez,
and O’Neil—dedicated to “serving the
needs of the LGBTQI and supportive-
straight community.”

The Defeat of Houston’s
Equal-Rights Ordinance
According to the Kinder Institute’s
2016 Houston Area Survey released
in April, 70 percent of area residents
say it’s “very important” for Houston

to pass an equal rights ordinance. Add
another 16 percent who say it is “some-
what important,” and you get 86 per-
cent of the population wants some form
of LGBT civil-rights protections. No-
tably, the survey was conducted only a
few months after the HERO ordinance
failed. What the heck?

“I'was furious,” Frye says. “When
the ugly people started running that
campaign with a child in arestroom
with a predator—it was not true. That
was alie!”

Accordingto PolitiFact, a highly re-
garded fact-checking website, “There
are no known instances of criminals
convicted of using transgender protec-
tions as cover in the United States.”

PolitiFact Texas took the issue a
step further. “It’s not accurate to say
that transgender women are men. —
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DAYS - NIGHTS - WEEKENDS fies differently from their assigned sex at birth.

In short, atransgender woman is awoman, and
not ‘a grown man pretending to be awoman.”

713.987.3237 : e 2 “It made me mad to hear the HERO lie on

southbysouthvets.com
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TV and the radio over and over again,” remem-
bers Frye, “but I couldn’t say anything, because
I'm a City judge and it was a Houston city ordi-
nance in debate. Besides that, we already have
arestroom ordinance. It’s Houston’s Ordinance
28-20 and it’s been on the books since 1968.”
The ordinance to which Frye is referring
mentions nothing about birth gender, and pro-

SAVE THE DATE FOR THE tects every citizen from a “calculated distur-
G U L F COﬁST ' N TE R NﬁT' O NﬁL bance.” It reads: “It shall be unlawful for any
person to knowingly and intentionally enter
any public restroom designated for the exclu-
D Rﬁ G O N B OAT R E GﬁTTﬁ sive use of the sex opposite to such person’s sex
without the permission of the owner, in a man-
o CTO B E R 8_9 ) 20 1 6 ner calculated to cause a disturbance.”
“We already have protections,” Frye con-

tinues. “In Texas, it’s a felony if it involves

achild, whom the anti-HERO people were
The Texas Dragon Boat Association hosts other events throughout the year along with year claiming were unprotected. It’s a crime that

round paddling opportunities in Downtown Houston and Sugar Land. Like us on Facebook. would result in serious jail time.”

Individual paddlers, partial teams, and full teams all welcome!
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sexual orientation, gender identity, disability,
or military status, can we expect to give HERO
ado-over? OuTSMART contacted Mayor Sylves-
ter Turner’s office for comment.

“Right now, Mayor Turner is focused on
getting his budget passed, working on pension
reform, and removal of the voter-imposed rev-
enue cap,” the mayor’s director of communica-
tions responded in an email.

What Now?

“We’ve made some headway, but there’s still a
lot of work to do,” says Lou Weaver, a trans man
representative with Equality Texas, a non-
profit agency dedicated to securing rights for
LGBT Texans. “It’s important for us to speak
out, to be visible, so we can create a culture of
inclusion instead of fear. Phyllis has done alot
of work before us, and it’s an honor to stand on
her shoulders,” Weaver concludes.

Appreciation for Frye’s honesty and cour-
age is notlimited to Texas. The National Cen-
ter for Transgender Equality in Washington
DC presented her with alifetime achievement
award in 2013. “Phyllis played a significant
role in the movement, and laid a foundation
that allows thousands of us to step up today,”
says NCTE director Keisling. “We need Phyllis
aslong as we can have her,” she adds firmly.

It’s safe to say that Phyllis Frye’s eye for
home runs has changed our culture. However,
that same driving force is woven into the fabric
of her character, observes Ray Hill. “Phyllis has
lived her entire life with fearless honesty while
reaching for the stars. It wasn’t enough for Phyl-
lis to be a Boy Scout—she had to earn too many
meritbadges to fit on her sash,” he says.

“And it wasn’t enough for Phyllis to attend
Texas A&M University—she had to be a com-
mander in the corps. Then, she had to return to
A&M as Phyllis, not Phil, in new red boots and
brag about how much more fashionable they
were than the cadets,” Hill laughs.

“Inthe Army, Phyllis couldn’t just keep her
panty hose in the closetlike other people—she
had to wear them, get caught, and get kicked out,”
Hill continues his good-natured diatribe, grinning.

“And it wasn’t enough for Phyllis to earn
two engineering degrees—she had to be an
engineer with atool pouch! When was the last
time you saw an engineer with a tool pouch?”
he asks, laughing outloud.

“It wasn’t enough for Phyllis to win over
her neighborhood—she had to be elected to the
civic association eight times. Today, she is not
justajudge, she is an outstanding lawyer and
agreatjudge. That, in a snapshot, is Phyllis
Frye,” Hill concludes.

With alife like the one Frye haslived, what
is her proudest achievement? “That I am no
longer needed,” she responds without a mo-
ment’s thought.

Frankly, Ms. Frye, we're not so sure.

Kim Hogstrom is a guest writer to OUTSMART
magazine. Sheis also a documentary film pro-
ducer and slave to a spoiled Chihuahua.
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Old School vs.

Can gay Generation
Xers and Millennials find

common ground?

By Tim Curfman
and Josh Inocéncio

he LGBTQ community has witnessed
Tvast cultural changes over the decades.

Even in the short span from the 1980s
to today, attitudes about dating and careers
have shifted so dramatically that an older gay
man may feel like he grew up in a completely
different world than the one his younger coun-
terparts are now experiencing. Tim Curfman,
a Generation Xer in hislate 40s, and Josh
Inocéncio, a Millennial in his mid-20s, explore
the question, “What has changed and what has
stayed the same?”

Tim: So, Josh, how old are you? 14?
Josh: Close. 25.

Tim: Oops! That’s a side-effect of getting older.
Iwalk across the Rice University campus say-
ing to myself, “I didn’t know they let five-year-
olds go to college.” (Looks Josh up-and-down
and thinks to self, “I have ties that are older than
you.”)

So, here’s the thing I'm the most curious
about: does anyone go to clubs anymore? Or is
everyone meeting each other through dating
apps?

Josh: Guys definitely still go to clubs. I've
been to a few myselfin Chicago and Austin.
However, I think apps are increasingly tak-
ing precedence. I don’t meet people at clubs; I
mostly stick to apps. I don’t really do Grindr,
which is often just chest pictures or worse, but
I enjoy Tinder, which is more dating-oriented.
On Tinder, everyone has to have a Facebook
account, which means there are fewer ficti-
tious identities. I've even made friends on it!

Tim: But how does this Tinder-Box-of-Magic-
Love work?

New School

Welcome to the New Age

Millenial Josh Inocéncio (r) shows Generation Xer Tim Curfman how to “swipe right.”

Josh: You swipe right on the pictures of guys
thatyou’re interested in chatting with, and if
they swipe right also, it’s considered a match!
You can chat with each other and arrange a
meeting place from there. I'll find a match
and arrange a date, which usually consists

of dinner and some barhopping—La Carafe
downtown or Stone’s Throw in Montrose. Or
something alittle less traditional. The best
first date I've gone on was a day trip to the zoo!
It’s surprising how much you learn about a
person while feeding giraffes and observing
red pandas.

Anyway, the biggest downside is that you
usually know in the first five minutes whether
there’s any chemistry or not, and if there isn’t,
then the rest of the evening can be areal drag.
For better or for worse, people’s personalities
are always vastly different in person.

OutSmartMagazine.com

What is this magic Tinder-Box-of-Love?

Tim: Sounds horrific.

Josh: Well, how did one meet guys in the early
’90s?

Tim: I would hit up JR’s or Rich’s, and I would
stand next to someone cute, and I would sip on
my first drink and be shy and demure and wait
for them to talk to me. And they didn’t. Then,
Iwould drink my second drink while we con-
tinued to aggressively ignore each other. After
my third drink, I would lunge at them, shouting
“Hi!” and cause them to spill their cocktail.
Sometimes this approach worked. Mostly it
didn’t.

Josh: How inefficient and embarrassing!

Tim: Oh, it was! But I did meet Jim, my hus-
band of 20 years, at a Houston Press singles —
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gathering at JR’s. I walked in the door, saw
Jim, and yelled, “Hold your cards, folks! I think
we’ve got a Bingo!” Twenty years later, we're
still going strong.

Josh: Congrats!

Tim: That was after a decade of bad dates. So,
how serious are modern gays in their 20s about
long-term relationships?

Josh: Depends. It’s probably as varied as it was
for your generation. I know guys in their 20s
who are searching for love and marriage, and I
know some in their 40s enjoying the bachelor
life—and on Tinder, too!

The apps can be just as precarious as clubs,
though. The people you meet can flake out by
un-matching you or deleting their whole Tin-
der account. It’s called “ghosting.”

Tim: In the ’90s we accomplished the same
thing through the use of “fake phone numbers.”
My friends and I got more serious about cou-
pling up as we got closer to the age of 30. That
may never change.

So, let’s talk about careers. I was a child of
the ’80s, where teens wanted to dress like they
were in prep-school and we all wanted to make
the big bucks. Think the young Tom Cruise in
Risky Business.

In college, I switched majors from psychol-
ogy to computer science, mainly to guarantee
alifetime of gainful employment. I don’t regret
that decision, but every once in a while my in-
ner child tempts me to start anew career as
an artist or writer or therapist, and I take that
little brat and spank him till he squeals!

Josh: I'd like to say that Millennials are more
likely than Generation Xers to take financial
risks and follow their dreams, but that as-
sumption stems from my artistic background
as awriter and a performer. Artistic people
from every generation have taken bold leaps
in their career trajectories. I have friends who
are doing temp work in New York, Chicago, and
L.A.while pursuing theater or film careers,
and I also have friends who are accountants,
teachers, and engineers.

Idothink, however, that our largely Baby
Boomer parents who sought financial security
encouraged many of us to pursue more pas-
sionate career paths than they did. However,
reaching adulthood in the wake of the finan-
cial crisis has certainly texturized Millenni-
als’ views on stability.

While I do save money, I sometimes spend
like every day is my last. I've never earned a
lot of money, but I've managed to take trips to
Korea, Japan, and road trips across the United
States, among other places. As aburgeoning
playwright, though, all of those experiences
provided new material to write plays.



Tim: You're just baiting me, aren’t you? You re-
alize that we older guys feel that it’s our moral
imperative to tell you younger guys that the
world is cruel and will stomp up and down on
your dreams with sharpened cleats. STOMP!
STOMP! STOMP! But I'm not going to say that.

Josh: Butyoujustdid...

Tim: On the flip side, adulthood lasts a very
long time, and there’s nothing wrong with guys
in their 20s wanting to bounce around a bit. I
didn’t buy my first house or have my first seri-
ous boyfriend until I was 28, so I can’t really
talk, now, can I? (Deep breaths all around. . .)

What was your experience with coming out
of'the closet? Is there even a closet to come out
of anymore?

Josh:Ididn’t come out to anyone until I was
23, just two years ago.

Tim: No! Why? What’s the point of all of this
social advancement if guys are still waiting so
long to come out? I'm still mad about not being
able to date other guysin junior high. Iwasin
my prime!

Josh: Well, don’t forget that while the nation is
progressing, we are still in the South. I brooded
on the question of my sexuality for along time.
I'm an only child and there were expectations
about bringing a daughter-in-law into the fam-
ily. Iwas also raised in a very religious house-
hold, so the subject was difficult to broach.

Tim: The fear of being different is a universal
experience. It’s always going to be difficult to
take that first step away from your family’s
expectations and to make your own way in the
world.

Josh: Well, some guys have done much better
than me! I know plenty of guys who came out as
gay when they were teenagers, even in middle
school!

Tim: Okay, let’s do a Lightning Round—New
School vs. Old School.

Organic Food:
Josh: Tainted by hipsters, but I do prefer
fewer toxins.
Tim: My body has adapted to the toxins, and
now I need them to live. Mmmm, Cheetos. ..
Texting:
Josh: It’s like letter-writing for Millennials.
Tim: Why won’t young people answer their
damn phones? What’s wrong with talking?
Most recent thing that made you feel older:
Josh: A weekend visit to a college town.
Tim: Buying arthritis cream.
Advice to your own generation:
Josh:Get out and vote!
Tim: Take more naps.
Dating:
Josh: An audition I'm never quite prepared for.
Tim: Horrific memories of dating continue to
strengthen my 20-year relationship. —
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GLBTvs. LGBTQ:
Josh: LGBTQis more feminist, thus more
inclusive!
Tim: What’s the Q? Who are the Q’s? Do they
get to use our designated parking spaces?

So, what do you think, Josh? Is it possible
for gay men of different generations to be
friends?

15
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Josh: You mean, despite the older guy’s ten-
dency to give unwanted and unneeded advice?

Tim: And despite the younger guy’s painful
naiveté about the ways of the world?

SRt -

Josh: And despite the older guy’s condescen-
sion and the oppressive weight of his long-dead
dreams?

Tim: Well, sure!

Josh Inocéncio is a frequent contributor to Our-
SMmARTMagazine, a playwright, and a freelance
writer. Read all of his OurSMART articles at out
smartmagazine.com/author/josh-inocencio.

Tim Curfman owns and runs Scenic Hill Vaca-
tion Cabins in Brenham, Texas, (scenichillva-
cations.com) with his husband, Jim Rolewicz.
Read all of his OurSmART articles at outsmart

L

Now Serving Breakfast @ Shepherd Drive
L magazine.com/author/tim-curfman.
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‘She’s Just Not That Into You’

Houston author Aryka
Randall talks navigating the
dating world as a queer,
femme woman.

By Megan Smith

irl meets girl, girls fall in love, and
Ggirls live happily ever after. If only it

was that easy. From dating apps to
blindsiding breakups, navigating the
modern world of relationships as a
queer woman can be challenging, to
say the least. How are we supposed
to know if that edgy brunette at the
baris “the one,” or simply our next
big heartbreak? Author and femme
lesbian Aryka Randall explores

these questions and more in hernew 4 N “ ﬁ e
book, She’s Just Not That Into You: i Fan £

The Fab Femme’s Guide to Queer
Love & Dating. At 24, the Houston
transplant started The Fab Femme
Mag, an online media outlet for feminine queer
women from all walks of life. Now, more than
five years later, Randall has become a go-to
source for girl-on-girl culture. In mid-May, I
had the pleasure of speaking to Randall about
her new book, Millennial dating culture,
femme invisibility, and the hardest thing of
all—loving ourselves.

Megan Smith: The past eight years
have been quite the journey for

you. Coming out, moving across the
country, and taking a risk by starting
TheFabFemme.com. Now, you’re the
published author of She’s Just Not
That Into You. What motivated you to
make the jump from the blogosphere
to writing a book?

Aryka Randall: I've always wanted to write
abook—in fact, I did an interview with GO!
Magazine a couple years ago where I said I
wanted to write abook. Then, the marketer
from Mango Mediareached out randomly—
completely randomly—and emailed me one day

d fer L) {Jl “j ./\}(II..
{0 ’hx['l el

and said that they’d been looking
at my blog and wanted me to
write abook. Iwaslike, “Is this some kind of
joke?” I even Googled their email addresses

to make sure it wasn’t some kind of scam.
[Laughs] But turns out it was real! It was really
dumb luck—I had no idea about publishing, and
Ididn’t even have any ideas of what I wanted to
write about. When they emailed me, they asked
me to put together three concepts. One of them
was this She’s Just Not
That Into You, and they
took it and ran with it. I'm
not somebody thatlikes to
write on deadline, so it was
challenging in that way,
but I was like, “Oh my God, Aryka, if you screw
this up and don’t do this just because you want
tobelazy, you'll regret this forever.” [Laughs]

The book itself is set up like a jour-
ney—eliminating toxicity from our
lives, getting to know ourselves, then
opening up to organic love. How has
your personal quest for love been af-
fected by these stages?

“The two or three people
I’ve met online damn near
catfished me.”

OutSmartMagazine.com |
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The Fab
Femme
Author and
Houston
transplant
Aryka Randall
divulges the
best and worst
of dating as a
femme lesbian
in her new
book, She’s
Just Not That
Into You.

Oh boy! [Laughs] My views on love have
changed dramatically. I'll be 30 this year, and
looking back on what I wrote, it was almost as
if I was writing to myself—to remind myself
thatin order to have a good relationship, you
have to have a good relationship with yourself
first. But my views on love have changed in
away—I don’t think it should be so romanti-
cized. It’s alot of hard work. I'm not a hopeless
romantic anymore. I used to have that, bad.
Relationships are
very, very important
to me.Ilove the op-
portunities I've been
given with every-
thing else, but some-
where in there, I am never completely satisfied
when my love life is in shambles—which is
most of the time. [Laughs] I think I'm just more
realistic now—I don’t think I’'m going to walk
into Pearl Bar or Whole Foods or somewhere
and meet someone and then live happily ever
after and never argue. That’s just not realistic.
So Ithink when people stop romanticizing the
idea of finding someone, it will be easier for
them—and me. —
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continued from previous page

You also address in your book that
false idea that if only we could find
“the one,” things would be perfect
and effortless. There was a recent
New York Times article that discussed
how Millennials want the perfect rela-
tionship, but without the commitment.
We want that second coffee mug in
our morning Instagram photo, but

we don’t want the realities that come
along with a relationship. How are
we supposed to navigate the modern
dating world and get the real rela-
tionship we desire in the end?

Ithink people need to get off the Internet!
That’s what I think. Put your phone down and
engage in daily activities where you could meet
somebody. I can’t even wrap my head around
it! Thave avery old soul. I have to be online for
[my blog’s] social media, butif I didn’t have
to,Iwouldn’t have anything. I don’t have a
SnapChat, I update my personal Instagram
account maybe once aweek, and sometimes I
justdon’tupdate because I don’t feel like hav-
ingto be immersed in this BS media culture.
People are complaining on Facebook, someone
who was just dating someone is now engaged
to somebody else a week later. People do

things for instant gratification and toillicita
response out of their followers. I think because
of social media, people have literally forgotten
how to interact with each other in person. For
me, I will not talk to you if I met you online.
The two or three people I've met online damn
near catfished me. Again, this would have been
avoided if I had met them in person and it had
been an organic connection. If you really get
out there, I think that people will get so much
more real about their expectations of relation-
ships and expectations of longevity if they can
understand that it’s not going to navigate itself
through the World Wide Web.

The topic of toxic relationships, includ-
ing emotionally abusive relationships,
isn’t talked about nearly enough in
the queer community. | loved that

you spend a lot of time talking about
identifying signs of toxic relationships
in She’s Just Not That Into You.

Well, thank you. I think in general, it’s not
something we want to talk about. We don’t
want to air our dirty laundry and have these
types of conversations that need to be had
about relationships. For along time, I feltlike
the reason gay relationships failed was that

we never had anything to work towards. We
were never able to get married, we weren’t even
recognized under common law for along time.
So there was never really an end goal—not that
marriage is a goal for everybody, but what’s the
point of being with someone for 20 years if you
can never commit to them legally?



In my opinion, one of the hardest
things for queer women to learn is

to love themselves—to know that

we are enough—especially if we
faced rejection or hardship during
the coming-out process. Why do you
think that process is so difficult, and
what are some simple steps to make
things easier?

Itruly believe that some of the traumas that
we go through as children affect us later in
life. For me, my dad hasn’t been in my life for
along time, so that affects the way I navigate
my way with anybody who is masculine of
center. I think that alot of people haven’t
figured out how to love themselves because
they haven’t gotten to the core issue of the
problem. They’ve kept themselves distracted.
I'm still a bit of a workaholic, but when I went
through my first really bad breakup, I would
sit on my laptop for, sometimes, 10 hours a day.
Iwasn’t dealing with what was going on. Every
relationship will end the same way if you're
not learning your lesson. It’s all about people
dealing with their personal demons before
they ever try to get into a relationship—that’s
justthe bottom line.

;
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Once we are ready to open up to
love, many queer femme women
worry they won’t find someone
because they don’t present as —
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SHE s Just Nort THar INTO You

continued from previous page

traditionally “queer”—however one
defines that. What are your thoughts
on the current state of femme invis-
ibility?

Femme invisibility is a problem—it’s a huge
problem. I don’t feel like there’s necessarily a
space for us, because we do look “straight.” I've
had gay women question my sexuality before,
and I'mlike, “Are you serious right now?” I'm
very feminine—I get my nails done every two
weeks, I wear lipstick. I'm sorry, but it is what
itis. Ithink femme invisibility is getting better
within the community, but as far as it goes in
the media, I think it’s getting worse. Any time
you see a gay, feminine woman playing arole
outside of The L Word, she always ends up with
aguy, or ends up being sexualized to accommo-
date male viewers. Or it’s like in Empire where
the two femme lesbians get killed off. Come on,
really!?

One of the most interesting topics

you touch on in She’s Just Not That
Into You is the concept of the “twin
flame,” or your soul’s other half. Tell
me more about how you became
familiar with this theory and why you
incorporated it into the book.

My best friend, Chanel, who was on The Real

“Houston's Best Seafood"

HoustonPress - citysearen

“Stellar ovSl:ers and gumbo!"
- Robb Walsh, Houston Press
“awesome shrimp and oyster gumbo...
some of the best we've tasted”

- Gourmet

“riveting Remoulade... an oyster sandwich
| look forward to eating for years

=~30n Cook, Houston Chronicie - - m

g

GULF COAST SEAFOOD KITCHEN
4611 Montrose between Richmond & Bissonnet | 713-807-8889

DANTONSSEAFO0D.COM

94 | JUNE 2016 | OutSmartMagazine.com

CONNECT DENTAL

SPECIALISTS
GENERAL AND SPECIALTY DENTISTRY

(ETN DPires Ateer 5 C
ML W, Not Caghayy ;s
Insurance < | |



L Word, is avery spiritual person and is the
one who introduced me to the twin-flame
concept. The only thing I'd ever heard about
was the idea of a soul mate. But anybody can be
asoul mate—a dog can be a soul mate, friends
can be soul mates, it’s not limited to romantic
relationships. But atwin flame is different
because this person was literally cut from the
same cloth as you when the universe was creat-
ing you. That’s much bigger than just meeting
someone who you get along with very well. The
twin-flame concept really ties into everything,
because according to that theory, if you are go-
ingto find your twin flame, you have to be the
best version of yourself—there’s no way around
it. That sheds light on why so many people
aren’t with who they’re supposed to be with or
why they are in arelationship that’s compla-
cent. The only real loyalty you owe is loyalty to
yourself. And once you’ve found yourself, it’s a
whole new playing field.

What's next on your personal
journey? Will we see She’s Just Not
That Into You turned into the next
Lemonade?

[Laughs] Actually, I've already started
writing my second book! The editors asked me
to do ashort anecdote at the end of each chap-
ter of She’s Just Not That Into You. I came out
somewhere between age 19 and 20. So, since
I'll be 30 this year, I thought it would be really
cool to take all of those anecdotes—which are
all real—and turn them into “confessions of
afemme,” which will be all of these experi-
ences that I've had and what I've learned over
adecade. From getting catfished, to my first
girlfriend of five years dumping me on Face-
book, it’s been interesting. [Laughs]

I’'m also working on a pilot that I want to
pitch to Netflix. I did a web series a couple
years ago called Girl Play that did very well,
but I was underdeveloped as a screenwriter,
so my character development kind of sucked.
Plus, it was very expensive. So I cut it midway
through and shelved it. But now, instead of
pitching it as a web series like I did last time,
I'm just doing the pilot. It’s basically about
four lesbians, a straight girl, and a gay guy who
have been friends for along time. It’s a young,
fresh take on what it’s like being a late-20s,
early-30-something dealing with relation-
ships. You have the couple who has been
together forever and has kind of lost the flame,
you have the token straight girl who finds out
her boyfriend is cheating on her with the dog
sitter—there’s just alot going on. I think what
setsit apart from alot of these gay web series
that are out is the fact that Ilet the jokes write
themselves. Alot of the things that have hap-
pened in my life, and in my friends’ lives—you
wouldn’t believe me if I told you. So, the drama
writes itself. [Laughs].

She’s Just Not That Into You is available for
purchase on Amazon.
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Randy Roberts Potts, the
gay grandson of Oral
Roberts, talks to OutSMART.

By Shirley Knight

eing closeted is alot like being on

stage all the time,” Randy Roberts

Potts says. “You're always trying
to play arole that you're not, and you're always
nervous that someone will see through the
wig.” Potts was raised in a very prominent and
active Christian community in Tulsa, Okla-
homa. He is the grandson of the pioneering
televangelist, faith healer, and fundraiser Oral
Roberts.

“When Iwasin my 20s and closeted, I wore
baggy clothes and huge Coke-bottle glasses,
and I didn’treally take care of myself,” Potts
says. “I didn’t want any sort of attention.” He
says he used to stutter and shake when he had
to do any sort of public speaking. “Coming out
allowed me to be comfortable in my own body.
It changed me dra-
matically,” he says.

Now he is a confident
featured speaker, and
he nolonger hides
behind an asexual
persona.

Like many people, his 27th year was
“monumental.” That’s when he came out to
himselfand began attending counseling. He'd
married at age 20, telling himself and his wife
that hislack of sexual attraction to women was
because he was a good Christian. He tried to
live up to expectations. His wife became a doc-
tor, and they had three children. “It felt pretty
bleak to realize you're gay, but you’re married
and you love your kids, and you don’t really
know what to do about it,” he says. “I didn’t feel

©

It Gets Better

At 27, Randy Roberts Potts finally came out to himself as gay. At the time, he was married to a woman,
had three children, and was afraid his homosexuality would doom him to hell. Through therapy and
conversations with other wonderful gay people, he now knows that's not true.

like there was a good option for me. I wasn’t
religious any more, but I still had this fear that
gay people went to hell,” he continues.

His message to people in similar circum-
stancesis: “Don’t go through this alone. Find
resources. Watch videos. Join groups. Make
contact. There’s so much available—you don’t
have to go through being LGBT alone.” Potts
says his conversations with other gay people

helped him see that a good
future was possible.

One of the issues Potts
faced isthat he was sexu-
ally abused in his child-
hood by a family member,
and he had to realize that

his attraction to men was separate from, and
not a product of, the abuse. “Therapy is re-
ally important,” he says, “and talking about

it openly to people who care about you is re-
ally important, because often the worst thing
about sexual abuse is the shame you feel. You
shouldn’t suffer through something like that
alone.”

Potts first came out publicly in a video for
the “It Gets Better” project in which he hon-
ored his gay uncle, Ronald Roberts, who com-

OutSmartMagazine.com

mitted suicide in 1982. By all accounts, Ronald
was a brilliant intellectual who taught English,
Russian, and Chinese. Ronald’s interest in
higherlearning helped inspire the founding of
Oral Roberts University.

“Iwasreally terrified to talk about my re-
lationship with the Roberts family,” Potts says.
“I got messages from family that I was drag-
ging the Roberts name through the mud and
thatI was being selfish and horrible. I've been
disinherited by my family,” Potts continues,
“and I regard myself as not really a member of
the family any more—and that’s okay.”

Potts’ mother, Roberta, who was Oral Rob-
erts’ youngest daughter, is an attorney in Tulsa
and still very active in the evangelical commu-
nity. Her only other child, Potts’ brother, is also
gay. Although Randy Potts describes himself
as “avery private person” who disliked the
public life surrounding his family when he was
growing up, he says he is very committed to
being open about his life. “I know it would have
helped me to hear people like me when I was
closeted,” he says.

After 11 years of marriage, Potts went
through a divorce and prevailed in a custody bat-
tle to maintain joint custody of his children. —
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After all he has been through, one way Potts
releases anger and pain is by focusing on art,
which he finds cathartic. Potts is a writer and
aphotographer, and in the fall of 2016 he will
release a 300-piece photo essay in which he
explores past relationships. “I've gone back and
re-read alot of my grandfather’s sermons,” he
says. “I've read about his life. I've visited the
compound. I've tried finding things I could
actually appreciate about Oral Roberts, and

T have. It’sbeen hard, but I have.” The project
is called The Bible Went Down with the Birdie
Jean and will be on Instagram with the handle
@thebirdiejean beginning in September.

Potts says he’s coming to accept his role as
a spokesperson, and the idea that his message
can foster healing, even though he’shad an
aversion to the word healing “because of the
association with faith healers. So many times
when I would go around the country speak-
ing,” Potts says, “men—sometimes women, but
mostly gay men—would wait in line to talk to
me, and then hold me and just start bawling,
and I knew it wasn’t about me. They had grown
up with all this fear inspired by people like my
grandfather, and I know that just me standing
up and saying I'm gay was enough to let people
let go of some of that hurt.”

One of the most common questions Potts
gets is from people who feel rejected by the
church of their youth but who still want a
spiritual connection. “There are all kinds of
churches that LGBT people can go to now that
are accepting,” Potts says. He mentions the
Metropolitan Community Church, “a whole
denomination that is LGBT-affirming. But be-
yond them,” he continues, “there are so many
congregations in Americathat are becoming
gay-affirming. Maybe the entire denomination
isn’t, necessarily, but the local church might
be.” Another resource he recommends is the
Gay Christian Network, where people can chat
with someone who is LGBT.

Atthe time he was coming out, Potts said
he “had too much baggage with Christianity
to acceptit,” so he started going to a Buddhist
temple and found messages about being mind-
ful without the fear he’d experienced in his
youth. “Probably if 'm anything, I'm Unitar-
ian,” he says. “When I do actually spontane-
ously pray, it’s always when I'm almost so
happyIcan’t containit,” he adds.

Potts attended the University of Oklahoma
where he studied literature, languages, and
Eastern philosophy. Because of his sheltered
upbringing, he says he felt culturally isolated
back then. “I might as well have been from a
different country,” he says. “People would ask
me about popular bands, and I wouldn’t have a
clue. I'd never even heard the name. In college,
Ispentalotoftime trying to catch up,” he adds.
“For about five years I worked really hard to
notbe so awkward socially.”



When he left for college at age 18, he was
already at odds with his parents and rarely
went home to visit. Even though he was on his
own for the first time, he says, “Ireally didn’t
go that crazy in college. For me, being crazy
was what most people would think of as nor-
mal—like having one beer.”

Today Potts is married to a man, has 50/50
custody of his three children, and lives in a sub-
urb of Dallas. Regarding politics, he says, “We
always have to vote. As a minority, we have an
obligation to represent ourselves and represent
our rights and vote for the people who respect
us the most as people. No one else is going to
look out for us if we don’t initiate that.”

Potts will be in Houston on July 9 and 10 to
participate in events with Parents and Friends
of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG). He says,
“PFLAG is my favorite LGBT organization.
You can find PFLAG volunteers on the ground
in almost every city in America. The parents
are concerned about their kids, so they’ve al-
ready done the legwork looking for resources.
No matter how small a town it is, there’s prob-
ably a PFLAG mom or dad out there. It’s an im-
portant organization in isolated communities
because those people care, and they are really
invested in those communities. If you really
want to affect alocal community,” Potts adds,
“to me, PFLAG is the best way to go.”

Shirley Knight is the founder of AwakeNow.org.
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Portrait of the Artist as a Gay Man

David Hockney
documentary chronicles the
gay working-class rebel
who led the vanguard of
British pop art.

By Andrew Edmonson

she nears his ninth decade, the great
Agay British artist David

Hockney shows absolutely |
no signs of slowing down. He still
works in his studio seven days a
week.

In July, the Royal Academy
of Arts in London will exhibit 82
portraits that he created in his Los
Angeles studio over the last two
years, despite having sustained a
stroke in 2012.

From February 9 to May 29, 2017, Tate
Britain will present a major retrospective of
his work, which will then travel to the Centre
Pompidou in Paris and The Met Breuer in
New York.

And on July 8 and 10, 2016, the Museum
of Fine Arts, Houston, will present the local
premiere of the acclaimed documentary Hock-
ney, chronicling the life of the working-class
rebel with a shock of blonde hair who led the
vanguard of British Pop Art movement in the
early 1960s and went on to emerge as one of the
most popular British artists of the second half
of the 20th century. The film is directed by Brit
Randall Wright, and it incorporates never-
before-seen video and photos from Hockney’s
personal archive.

“Ithas been observed that there is some-
thing of the holiday about David Hockney that,
despite personal loss, he sees the world with
holiday eyes, as if for the first time,” remarks
Wright. “I wanted to capture this attitude
without taking away the magic and mystery of
agreatartist.”

Bornin 1937 into aloving working-class

family in the industrial city of Bradford in
northwestern England, Hockney always
marched to the beat of his own drummer. “One
of the things my father thought was not to
worry too much what the neighbors think,” he
recalls in the film. “I took thatlesson.”

In 1959, he moved to London to study at the
Royal College of Art, and began to quietly ex-
plore his sexual orientation in his work, most
notably in the four “Love” paintings he created
around 1960. He came out at age 23, seven
years before homosexuality was decriminal-
ized in staid, straight-laced Britain. “When
you said you were gay in the 1960s, people said
itwasillegal,” he recalls. “Well, I said ‘I lived in
Bohemia, and Bohemiais atolerant place.”

Atthis same time, his star in the art world
was ascendant.

John Kasmin, the British art dealer who dis-
covered Hockney at the age of 24, recalls, “He’d
already become a blonde, a flamboyant dresser,
amaker of public statements—the sort of per-
son who draws the attention of journalists.

“It was the very moment when the eye

OutSmartMagazine.com |

The Eccentric Bohemian

On July 8 and 10, the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, will present
the local premiere of the acclaimed documentary Hockney,
which details the life of openly gay British pop artist

and trailblazer David Hockney.

of'the press and the tastemakers was on the
British art world and fashion world,” Kasmin
continues. “And David stood out as one of the
banner-carriers for the new approach to art,
life, and, in fact, the emerging openness of gay
life.”

In 1964, he travelled to California and fell
inlove, both with Los Angeles and ahandsome
UCLA student named Peter Schlesinger, with
whom he would maintain a tumultuous rela-
tionship for the next decade.

“When I went to Los Angeles, it was really
three times better than I thought it would be,”
herecalls. “I had just read the American novel
called City of Night by John Rechy, which has
accounts of the kind of low life in American
cities [that] I thought was wonderful and color-
ful. I wanted to get up to Hollywood to see what
itwas all like—to see the hustlers.”

The movie charts how Hockney, keenly
curious and ever inventive, explored the world
of opera as a prolific designer of décor, and
how he embraced technology in his artistic
practice, from photocopying, Polaroids, —
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fax-machine images, to iPad drawings. His
greatest hero and inspiration was Pablo Picas-
s0, both for his longevity and his many phases
asanartist.

Perhaps the most affecting section of the
film deals with the staggering losses Hock-
ney sustained during the AIDS crisis. “At the
time I couldn’t write down all the people,” he
observes quietly in the film. “You think about
them every day, and then you stop it because
there’s too many, actually. It would rather
drive you mad if you think about it. Slowly it’s
become part of your life, something you never,
ever expected.”

Hockney has also influenced many artists,
curators, and museum directors, among them
Bill Arning, the director of the Contemporary
Arts Museum, Houston, who completed his un-
dergraduate senior art-history thesis on Hock-
ney’s designs for the Metropolitan Opera’s
version of Erik Satie’s Parade. “As someone
who has always felt that the history of queer
image-making needs to be available in a clear,
concise form for tomorrow’s art students, just
asthelegacy of African-American artists is
today, Hockney’s place in this tradition is para-
mount,” Arning observes.

“My other connection with Hockney had to
do with my first experience of seeing the exhi-
bition at the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, of
Hockney’s portraits over three decades,” Arn-
ing recalls. “The great double-portraits of the
1960s looked tremendous, like a contemporary
Velasquez. But the work of the 1980s and 1990s
is very painterly—quickly rendered, cartoony
portraits that seemed altogether less interest-
ing and slightly amateurish, not at all by the
same artist.

“But for some reason, I returned to hear the
artist’s public lecture,” Arning continues. “He
explained that after that period when so many
friends were dying, whenever someone in his
inner circle passed away he felt a compulsion
to draw those people he loved that were alive
around him and record their faces as quickly as
possible, as a way of saying to the heavens “‘We
are still here.” Given the collective grief of that
period, I walked back through the show and
found the same paintings intensely moving.
Now when I encounter one on its own, I find
themirresistible.”

As Hockney himself once observed, “New
ways of seeing mean new ways of feeling. I do
believe that painting can change the world.”

What: Hockney

When: July 8 and 10

Where: Museum of Fine Arts, Houston
Details: mfah.org/films

Andrew Edmonson serves on the advisory board
of The Oral History Project, which is capturing
the personal stories of the AIDS crisis in Hous-
ton, Harris County, and Southeast Texas.
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Houston Public Media
documentary chronicles
impact of pivotal moment

in Houston LGBT history.

By Andrew Edmonson

twas a watershed moment in Houston

LGBT history, galvanizing a community,

igniting a wave of activism, and ultimate-
ly sparking a national debate about antigay
violence and hate crimes.

On July 4,1991, 27-year-old gay Houston
banker Paul Broussard was attacked, stabbed,
and murdered by a group of 10 teenagers from
The Woodlands after he left a Montrose night-
club. The crime received little media atten-
tion until Queer Nation, a direct-action group
formed to confront and defeat homophobia,
organized a “Take Back the Streets” march
nine days later to channel the simmering
anger of Houston’s LGBT community. The
protest mobilized 2,000 people and stopped
traffic at the intersection of Montrose and
Westheimer for an hour in a spontaneous act
of civil disobedience. It put the story on the
front page of newspapers and at the top of ev-
ery newscast.

In the wake of the murder, the Houston
Police Department launched Operation Vice
Versa, deploying undercover officers in Mon-
trose posing as same-sex couples. The level of
violence that they experienced was so over-
whelming, and it came so swiftly, that the of-
ficers were quickly pulled off'the streets. The
operation provided vivid proof of the harass-
ment that many LGBT Houstonians regularly
endured.

In November 1991, Phillip W. Smith was
shot in the 600 block of Pacific Street as he
walked to his car. His subsequent death again
confirmed the high level of lethal antigay
violence. Queer Nation went on to form the
spinoff organization Q-Patrol, a community-
watch group that patrolled the streets around
the gay bars on weekends to monitor for poten-
tial gay-bashers and report suspicious activity
to the police.

Emboldened by their success, and with
their ranks swelling with new recruits, Queer
Nation went on over the next two years to stage
high-profile actions protesting discrimination
against people living with HIV, employment
discrimination based on sexual orientation,
defamatory depictions of LGBT people in
films and popular culture, and homophobic
politicians. They organized kiss-ins at City
Hall and parties for National Coming Out
Day. Their efforts culminated in August 1992,
when they welcomed chapters of ACT UP and
Queer Nation from across the nation to spear-
head protests and marches decrying the 1992
Republican National Convention at the Astro-
dome—one of the most homophobic presiden-
tial conventions in living memory.

With its raucous street-theater protests
and in-your-face confrontational style, Queer
Nation generated extensive media coverage,
greatly raised the visibility of the LGBT com-
munity, and forced a discussion of antigay
violence and LGBT civil rights. In a November
1991 column in the New York Times that ref-
erenced the Broussard murder, veteran jour-
nalist Abe Rosenthal captured the unfolding
national discussion, observing, “Harassment
and assault of gays and lesbians is anillness
in our society. What will it take to recognize it
and try to treat it by legal medicine?”

Twenty-five years after that seminal
moment, Houston Public Medialooks back at
that time by exploring how it changed Houston
in several profound ways. On Thursday eve-
ning, June 23, a documentary titled A Murder
in Montrose: The Paul Broussard Legacy will
premiere on Channel 8/Houston PBS, followed
by alive town-hall discussion.

Thisisnotthe first documentary to ex-
amine the murder of Paul Broussard. In 2015,
Houston hosted two screenings of The Guy
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with the Knife, directed by Canadian journal-
istand filmmaker Alison Armstong. That
film took a revisionist look at the killing of
Broussard, the rehabilitation of one of Brous-
sard’s murderers, Jon Buice, and Buice’s long
struggle to secure parole. Many mediareports
at the time of the Broussard murder asserted
that “The Woodlands Ten”—as the teenag-

ers who committed the murder came to be
known—had driven an hour from the suburbs
with the intent of finding gay people to bash in
Montrose. Armstrong’s documentary posited
the controversial theory that the killing had
not been premeditated, but instead erupted
spontaneously when a group of drunken teen-
agers, high on drugs, became angry because
they had been refused entry to the Montrose
nightclub Numbers.

‘When contacted by the Houston Chronicle,
Broussard’s mother, Nancy Rodriguez, re-
sponded, “I remember Buice testifying in court
that the group made a unanimous decision to
drive to Montrose and ‘go beat up some queers’
and even put what they called ‘queer rocks’ in
their pockets.”

The goal of the Houston Public Media
documentary is not to re-litigate the murder
of Paul Broussard. Instead, the film takes the

continued on page 161
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Remembering Paul

In 1991, gay Houston banker Paul Broussard
was attacked and murdered by a group of 10
teenagers after he left a Montrose nightclub,
sparking a nationwide conversation on the
safety of LGBT people.

| JUNE2016 | 105



MINT JULEP 2016

MONTROSE COMMUNITY ONE-OF-A-KIND SHOW!

Sunday, July 17

Doors open at 2 pm = Show starts at 3 pm

2016 CO-CHAIRS
April Ayers, George Burch, Bryan Hlavinka, Jani Lopez

2016 HONOREES
Angela Mercy ~ Tori Williams and The OH Project - TGRA-Houston

South Beach Night Club
810 Pacific = HoustonTX 77006

Reserve your table today!

IEr LEGACY www.legacycommunityhealth.org/mintjulep

! COMMUNITY HEALTH

or call 832.200.7150

p

B F

& ASSOCIATES

Voted One of the Best Psychiatrists
— QutSmart 2011-201 3 Readers’ Choice

G High Quality

Compassionate Care

=

Don't let yorself get
bogged down with taxes.

Leave your troubles at my door!

Gary M.GritZ,CPA Barry F. Gritz, M.D.

ERTIFIE Psychiatrist
. C . D PUBLI(, ACCOUNT‘_\NT . Diplomate of the American Board
Specializing in Personal & Business Accounting Services of Psychiatry and Neurology Christine Wyso ng
)

+ 20+ Years Experience + Preparation of Financial Statements to Third Parties RN, PMHNF.)’ .BC
« Monthly & Quarterly Payroll Tax Returns ~ « General Ledger Packages for QuickBooks, etc. Nurse P I'aC'['ItIOI’]eI’
- Local & State Government Filing - Available at My Office or Yours! Board Certified
+ Arbitration with IRS + Proud Member of EPAH

Call (713) 784-3030 Access to Providers via Cell Phone 24/7

230 Westcott, Suite 210 « Houston, Texas 77019 713/869-7400

230 Westcott, Suite 210, Houston, Texas 77007

www.GaryMGritzPC.com - Email: ggyanksss@aol.com

106 | JUNE 2016 | OutSmartMagazine.com



Igniting Your Life

What started as a
photographic series
is now so much more.
By B. Root

arah Gishis a Houston-based artist

who created the art project and com-

munity campaign Ignite Your Life! in
2013.Ignite Your Life! came about after Gish’s
brother, Geoffrey, died of alcoholism. “I wanted
something good to come out of that horrible ex-
perience,” Gish says, “so I created Ignite Your
Life! for two reasons: to memorialize Geoff and
to inspire others to be ignited for their lives
so that they would hopefully not go down that
same path.”

With Ignite Your Life!, Gish wants to
discover what ignites people’s lives and what
makes their hearts sing. According to the
project’s website, the goal of Ignite Your Life!
is to inspire people to “light a fire to their own
passions and to create connections among
people.”

Ignite Your Life! initially began as a
photographic series and short interviews in
which Gish asked people how they ignite their
lives. The project has since grown into more of
acommunity-based project with: workshops,
talks, classes, and retreats based on the Ignite
Your Life! concept; bracelets made with sober
teens; T-shirts, greeting cards, and playing
cards that help spark conversation about art
and igniting one’s life; two songs commis-
sioned for the project; “free hug” marathons;
giving flowers to strangers; bus stop dances;
and road trips in Gish’s art car, Phoenix Ris-
ing, that foster new connections and relation-
ships.

The Ignite Your Life! project revolves
around Gish’s “12 Ways to Ignite Your Life
Daily.” She wrote these concepts after be-
ing inspired by the hundreds of stories and
photographs she gathered while working on
the project. They also draw from what she has
learned throughout her studies of addiction
and psychology.

1. Trustin spirit.

2. Take care of yourself.

3. Meditate each morning.
4. Commune with nature.
5. Listen to your heart.
6.Be of service.

7. Connect with love.

8. Always be grateful.

9. Allow forgiveness.

10. Explore your creativity.
11. Learn something new.
12. Enjoy life.

The Ignite Your Life! campaign kicked off
in July of 2013 with an inaugural road trip
taken by Gish and Houston filmmaker and
musician Amanda Smith. Gish and Smith trav-
eled from Houston to California, with many
stops in between, to discover how people ignite
their lives. This summer, Gish will be hitting
the road with Houston singer and
songwriter Ellen Reynolds for
another Ignite Your Life! road trip
to Michigan and Canada, which
will include pop-up exhibitions
of the photographs along the way.
New photographs taken during the trip will be
posted to the project’s Facebook, Instagram,
and Twitter pages. Gish will be fundraising
for this summer’s trip by hosting screenings of
road-trip movies at MECA.

Following this next road trip, Gish will
focus her efforts on writing a book about the
project. The book will include tips on igniting
your life, as well as accounts of the first and
second road trip—the people she connected
with on the trips and the stories heard. Gish
says, “When I interview people about how they
ignite their lives, their stories inspire others
to ignite their own lives. And when we set
thisinspiration in motion, we can change the
world. Imagine a place where everyone lived
from their heart! That’s what happens when
youignite your life.”

Gish wants to create an “Ignition Revolu-
tion” around the world so that people start
waking up, listening to their hearts, and fol-
lowing their dreams. “Happy people make a
happy planet!”
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HOW WILL You

IGNITE

YOUR LIFE?

HOW wiL yoy

IGNITE

YOUR LiFg?

Lighting a Fire

Ignite Your Life!l creator Sarah Gish (top)
hopes the campaign helps others discover
their own unique passions.

Formore information about Ignite Your Life!
film screenings, photos, and donating, visit
igniteyourownlife.com.

B. Root is a regular contributor to OUTSMART
magazine.
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The Paper Anniversary

... for marriage equality.

By Ryan M. Leach

une 26, 2016, marks the first anniver-

sary of the Supreme Court of the United

States handing down their historic
ruling in the case of Obergefell v. Hodges—the
decision that deemed bans on same-sex mar-
riage unconstitutional throughout the United
States. Marriage, as explained by many a
conservative, is deeply rooted in tradition. It is
traditional to give the gift of paper onyour first
anniversary, and in the first year since the rul-
ing, same-sex couples everywhere have finally
been given the only piece of paper that really
counts—their marriage license.

Marriage equality is certainly not the end
of'the struggle for the lesbian, gay, bisexual,
and transgender community. We are still
fighting for our rights to live free from dis-
crimination, to not be banned from certain
restrooms, to access public services without
literally causing a federal case. But marriage
was big. It stillis. The right to marry legally
finally validated what the LGBT community
has known for so long: that their relationships
are the same as relationships everywhere.
Gay and lesbian couples are just as loving (or
boring, or argumentative, or exciting, or ter-
rible) as any other couple. There are bride- and
groom-zillas. There are terrible dresses and
weird tuxedos. All of the things we know about
relationships and marriages are the same—
just gayer.

June 26 is a significant day for the LGBT
community for many reasons. It marks the day
in 2013 when the Defense of Marriage Act was
overturned by the Supreme Court in United
States v. Windsor, thus allowing federal agen-
ciestorecognize same-sex marriages per-
formed in states that allowed them.

June 26 marks the day in 2003 when the
Supreme Court ruled anti-sodomy laws uncon-
stitutional in the case of Lawrence v. Texas.

More importantly, the last weekend in June
is traditionally when we celebrate the June 28,
1969, anniversary of the Stonewall Riots—the
event that many say sparked the modern gay-
rights movement.

©

One Year Later

On June 26, 2015, the U.S. Supreme Court validated what the LGBT community has known for so long:
that their relationships are the same as relationships everywhere.

The fight for LGBT civil rights had its ups
and downs before and after Stonewall, and we
certainly have along way to go to achieve full
equality under the law. But marriage was a ma-
jor victory in this storied sector of American
History, and this first anniversary of marriage
equality throughout the nation is one that will
never be forgotten.

“Iremember I got the news around 9 a.m.
when I had just taken the bench,” says 151st
Civil District Court Judge Mike Engelhart.
“We knew that the decision was going to be
coming down that day, because I think it
might have been the last day of the session. We
thought it was going to be in favor of marriage
equality, and it was. I was so excited. Then the
county clerk tried to stall the issuance of those
licenses. I asked my coordinator to keep an eye
on things and let me know what was going on.

I knew there would be alot of couples racing to
the courthouse who could finally get married.”

In the hours following the decision, County
Clerk Stan Stanartrefused to issue marriage
licenses, a major responsibility of that elected
role. Stanart claimed that he could not issue
licenses until he received new forms from the
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state that did not include the gender markers
of “male” and “female.” You may have heard
of another more infamous county clerk in
Kentucky by the name of Kim Davis. “It re-
ally broke my heart to see the county clerk
still denying marriage licenses to people. As a
judge it is our responsibility to follow the law
and to treat people with equality, dignity and
respect,” says 125th Civil District Judge Kyle
Carter.

Because the clerk initially failed to do his
job, same-sex couples continued to face un-
lawful discrimination until County Attorney
Vince Ryan intervened. In aletter issued to
Stanart shortly after the ruling, Ryan stated,
“Inlight of the opinion issued today in the case
of Obergfell vs. Hodges et al, our opinion is that
the law requires [that] you immediately begin
issuing marriage licenses to all qualified ap-
plicants without regard to gender.” Ryan was
prepared to file a suit compelling Stanart to
beginissuinglicenses. Stanart eventually an-
nounced that he would begin issuing them at 3
p.m., regardless of the forms he had stated he
needed only a few hours before. It was Judge
Carter who was able to perform the first —
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legal same-sex marriage in Harris County
shortly after 3 p.m. He and other judges waived
the 72-hour waiting period required under
Texas law due to the special circumstances.
“Iwas so thankful to have the opportunity to
perform that ceremony,” says Carter. “I think I
performed nine ceremonies that day. The first
couple was a gay couple, the second a lesbian
couple, and then a couple that included a trans-
gender woman who married her husband.”

Judges Carter and Engelhart performed
almost 20 marriages that day. Throughout the
county, other judges supportive of equality
also began performing ceremonies, like presid-
ing judge for the Houston Municipal Courts,
Barbara Hartle. Hartle also just happens to be
alesbian. “I am going to be 58 this year, and I
have been out since I was 21,” she says. “This
is truly something I never thought I would see
happen.”

At Hartle’s directive, the municipal courts
advertised on their website that they would
perform ceremonies for same-sex couples.
Since the Obergefell decision, Hartle guesses
that they have performed over 200 same-sex
ceremonies since June. “Itis interesting, when
I perform these ceremonies, I always ask how
long the couple has known each other, and
straight couples usually say about six months,
but consistently with gay couples they say
15,20, 30 years,” Hartle says. “Itisn’t hard
to guess which of these couples has a better
chance at staying together.”

Hartle continues, “Pretty much all of the
judges at the municipal courthouse are willing
to perform same-sex ceremonies. We do have a
few judges who have stopped doing ceremonies
based on their religious objection, but that’s
fine. That’s their right.”

Under Texas law, a judge is not required to
perform marriage ceremonies for same-sex
couples aslong as they refrain from perform-
ing marriage ceremonies entirely. Several jus-
tices of the peace have also discontinued per-
forming wedding ceremonies in their courts
since the ruling. However, judges like Justice
of the Peace Dale Gorezynski, along-time and
vocal supporter of marriage equality, wel-
comes same-sex couples to come to his court-
room. Judge Gorczynski has served as justice
of'the peace for decades after also servingas a
city council member. He will be retiring at the
end of this term.

The year since the decision has notbeen
without controversy. Many politicians in Tex-
as and throughout the U.S. continue to fight
againstit. But public opinion has slowly but
steadily moved in favor of LGBT rights. Inre-
sponse, opponents to equality have begun to fo-
cus on creating other nonexistent threats like
“men in women’s bathrooms” and cake-makers
being forced to bake same-sex “sin” cakes. All
of these “monsters” would be terrifying if they



were, in fact, real. LGBT Texans are gearing
up for a fight when the legislature reconvenes
in 2017, preparing for what promises to be the
most anti-LGBT legislative session in Texas
history. Governor Greg Abbott and Lieutenant
Governor Dan Patrick have already vowed to
support and pass legislation that would effec-
tively discriminate against the LGBT commu-
nity and others.

The backlash to marriage equality was to be
expected. In response to other landmark rulings
like Brown v. Board of Education, which ended
segregation, new discriminatory laws popped
up in states throughout the South. For some, the
concept of “equality for everyone” can feel like a
loss of liberty for them. In reality it is the loss of
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Robert Snellgrove, Icsw
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4617 Montrose Suite C206
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their privilege at the expense of progress. Amer-
ica doesn’t operate on privilege. Privilege is the
byproduct of a prolonged imbalance of power
and opportunity. It may feel comfortable, but
it doesn’t make it right. America has always
been about progress and about breaking free
from the chains of oppression, whether they
are imposed by our government or our neigh-
bor. And freedom, once achieved, must also be
preserved and protected. The fight continues.
That’s what Americais actually about.

Happy first anniversary, marriage equal-
ity! Look, I got you some paper!

Ryan Leach is a community activist, lawyer,
professor, writer, and humorist. You can email
him at ryanleach@outsmartmagazine.com.
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Letting Go

My experience coming out
as a gay dad.

By Jaime Cryer

he hospital exam room was trashed.
TThe vital-signs monitors that had

been screaming were all silenced. We
stepped away from the stretcher, exhausted.
All efforts at resuscitation were futile. As peo-
ple began to leave the room, I began the normal
task of an ER nurse whose patient had died,
cleaning up the room and preparing the body
for the family to view.

Iwas at apointin my career where I was
burned out from years of being a nurse in the
emergency room. But still, even after yearsin
the ER and seeinglife at its worst—and often
being horribly cut short—there was something
so humbling about watching someone take
their last breath and slip out of this life. As I
was disconnecting wires and pulling out tubes,
I stopped what I was doing and stood there for
amoment. Ilooked down at the lifeless face of
this patient. His eyes were empty and, oddly
enough, his expression carried no worries. I
thought to myself, “I wonder what he carried
with him before he let go of this life? What
troubled him from the years prior?” None of
it mattered now, but I can assure youthata
few hours before he left this life, he was still
holding on to something
from the past.

What does it mean to
let go? For me, I reached
apointin mylifein 2012
where I could nolonger hold on.Ihad a secret
thatIhad carried for my entire life. I wanted
so badly toletit go, yet I was fighting so hard
to hold it in. I was a husband, a father, ason, a
brother, but Iwas gay and I wanted to let go.
Everything in me wanted to take the mask off
and let it shatter on the floor. That is exactly
whatIdid.Thad been hiding behind religion, a
church, afamily, and I was holding on for dear
life. But Ilet go. The aftermath of coming out
was more than I expected. Ifaced judgment,

©

Living His Truth

Three and a half years ago, Houston father Jaime Cryer (r) came out as a gay man.
Although he’s had to navigate complications with family members since then,
he also found the love of his life—his fiancé, Jonathan (I).

rejection, harsh words, and I carried a heavy
weight of guilt for what I had done to my fam-
ily. I picked up the words and the actions that
were hurled at me, and I carried it.

That was three-and-a-halfyears ago. One
particular morning not too long ago, I got out
ofbed before daylight. I felt heavy. A phone call
the day before (basically a verbal assault) had
tipped me over the edge, and I realized I could

not carry the weight of this any
longer. I wanted to release my
knuckle-white grasp and let it
all go.

Since coming out, I have
had to walk this road a few times. I have found
myselfholding on to people and places that
were not meant for me, unaware of how toxic it
all was until I could no longer stand under the
weight of it all. So I let it go. Sometimes I pick it
up again, butI amlearning to let go. Maybe you
are like me and you want to let go of everything
you're carrying. It may be guilt or fear, or it may
be the heaviness of a secret that you have kept
hidden. Let it go. Maybe it is a one-sided, empty
relationship—giving your all with nothing be-
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ing reciprocated back to you. Maybe you have
loved and poured yourself out, only to be met
with mediocrity. All of the hurt, the anger, the
guiltand shame—Ilet it go. Be you. Be real.

Ilostadear friend years ago because he
could notlet go. He had a secret that he carried
with him, and revealing it was too much for
him. He fought really hard to let go and find
the freedom that comes with being real, but
unfortunately he reached a point where his
truth was too heavy, and he took his own life. I
can’t help but wonder what his life would have
beenlike had he justletit all go and found his
freedom.

Letting go is never easy. It means change.
Sometimes you grieve for what you let go of. It
is ascary process. It is difficult to find happi-
ness when you feel responsible for the loss of
other people’s happiness. But what I can tell
youis that it was truly eye-openingto let go
of everyone, and all the things I had been told,
and all the things that others expected me to do
and actlike. It is a humbling moment, just as it
was inthat ER room littered with resuscitative
paraphernalia and alifeless patient.I told —
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continued from page 113

the truth—I started a newlife, and for that I am
forever grateful. I've found the life Thad always
wanted. I met the most amazing guy and the
love of my life, my fiancé, Jonathan.

Sometimes it takes tragedies inlife to bring
about change, and sometimes it doesn’t. Ilet
go of everything, started over from nothing,
and found the life I had always hoped for. For
thatreason, I am abetter father and soon-to-be
husband.

Ifit had been mylife that ended in that
hospital room and I was the onelyingon a
stretcher, I know that the people and places
of my past would not haunt me in those final

Swedish * Deep Tissue * Sports Massage « Thai * Reflexology

moments. I will now be surrounded by my
children, my family, my husband, and his fam-
ily. Even though letting go is easier said than
done—and itis a natural instinct to pick up the
past again because you feel responsible—you
will find freedom by simply letting go.

Happy Father’s Day.

And even more, Happy Pride!

Jaime Cryer is a registered nurse who enjoys
writing, reading, fishing, and talking medicine
with his fiancé, Jonathan, who is a family nurse
practitioner. His children are a big part of their
lives, as well as their families. They enjoy cook-
ing together and traveling.
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Pair a museum visit with @
complementary meal for
the perfect Father's Day.

By Joanna O’Leary

ince taking your dad(s) to dinner on

Father’s Day is par for the course, why

not supplement the meal with some
pre- or post-prandial art, history, and culture?
Houston’s robust museum scene offers a wide
selection of exhibits guaranteed to appeal to
diverse interests, providing the perfect oppor-
tunity to create your own themed “dinner and
amuseum” experience. Here are some ideas to
getyou started:

Mummies on Father’s Day? Why not, espe-
cially those on display at the Houston Museum
of Natural Science? Their Hall of Ancient Eqypt
exhibit offers a well-curated array of artifacts
that have a way of making you consider chang-
ing careers to become a hummus-craving Indi-
ana Jones-style archaeologist. Although there
is a dearth of specifically Egyptian restaurants
in Houston, many of that country’s culinary
staples—such as kebobs, dolma, schwarma,
moussaka, and baba ganoush—can be found
at many Middle Eastern establishments. For
quality as well as quantity, take Dad to Fadi’s
Mediterranean Grill or introduce him to that
wondrous condiment known only as “white
sauce” with a gyro platter from The Halal
Guys.

The Degas: A New Vision exhibit at the Mu-
seum of Fine Arts, Houston, is a comprehen-
sive survey of the painter’s rich body of work
that pays special attention to his lesser-known
pieces (i.e., those not involving ballerinas). Be-
fore or after perusing the exhibit’s more than
200 works, indulge in some dishes from the
French capital (birthplace of Edgar Degas) at
Au Petit Paris. Located in an unassuming cot-
tage in the heart of Montrose, this restaurant
is known for serving creatively constructed
dishes in awelcoming atmosphere. Stand-
outs include the house-made foie gras terrine
paired with spring salad dressed with a black
truffle vinaigrette infusion and brioche toasts
and the unctuous coq au vin with fingerling po-
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Ancient Fare

Complement a Father’s Day trip to the Houston Museum of Natural Science’s
Hall of Ancient Egypt exhibit with a gyro platter from the newly opened Halal Guys.

tato puree, sautéed spinach, onions, and bacon.

An afternoon spent in the Museum of
African-American Culture, which chronicles
the lives and experiences of prominent people
of color in Houston, will remind you of the
significant contributions these residents have
made to our culinary scene. Pay homage by vis-
iting Houston’s This Is It Soul Food Restaurant
where, since 1959, hungry patrons have gob-
bled up bountiful plates of ham hocks, oxtails,
smothered pork chops, macaroni and cheese,
and (in this author’s humble opinion), the best
candied yams in town. Alternately, prepare for
your museum visit with some hearty morning
fare at The Breakfast Klub. The longlines on
weekends testify to the enduring popularity of
this Midtown joint, with its Southern break-
fast classicslike wings and waffles, catfish
and grits, and biscuits and gravy.

Dads who are young at heart (or have kids)
will get akick out of the series of permanent
and short-term interactive displays at the
Children’s Museum of Houston. At Explore
Yaldlag—A Mountain Village in México! that
runs through November 6, you’ll gain insight
into the customs and rituals of life in a small
townin Oaxaca. Learning about Yalalag’s
cooking practices is sure to whet the family’s
appetite for some Mex-Mex food. For authentic
Oaxacan specialties, go to Hugo’s for, well, just
about everything, but especially the crispy
don’t-knock-"em-"til-you-try-'em chapulines,
pan-sautéed grasshoppers accompanied by
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tortillas, guacamole, and salsa. Diners less en-
thused about insects should try the signature
Oaxcan dishes at Arnoldo Richards’ Pico’s,
such as the sweet-savory mancha mantales,
pork and chicken braised in a peanut and chile
ancho mole with plantains, sweet potatoes,
apples, and pineapple, and the pato en dos
moles, a succulent breast of duck and its hind-
quarters bathed in mole de ciruela, an earthy
sauce made with ancho peppers and prunes.

If Dad has a pleasantly dark sense of hu-
mor, take him to the Museum of Funeral His-
tory for a thorough education on the history
and methodology associated with mourning,
funerals, and corpse preparation. Then con-
tinue to engage with “preserved meats” (get
it?) by sampling the elegant salumi offering
at newcomer Enoteca Rossa. Papas who love
pizza absolutely must try the chef’s signature
pizza stuffed with ricotta and crowned with a
softball-size piece of burrata.

Finally, the highly active but underap-
preciated Russian Cultural Center is home
to classes, screenings, and rotating exhibits
that will delight even dads who aren’t serious
Russophiles. Follow up with a shopping trip to
The Russian General Store to pick up caviar,
smoked mackerel, and pelmeni (Russian
dumplings) for a socialist-style picnic.

Joanna O’Leary is a freelance food and travel
writer based in Houston. Her exploits are
chronicled on brideyoleary.com.
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Randall Jobe hasn't
kicked his drag habit.

By Donalevan Maines
Photo by Dalton DeHart

ans love that out actor Randall Jobe

can’tkick the habit of performing a

repertoire of popular drag portrayals
ranging from Marlene Dietrich to “Mama Nin-
fa” Laurenzo. The late Houston restaurateur
even signed a tortilla for him!

In The Divine Sister, Jobe has a sister
mister in Joel Sandel, another out Houston
pro who stars as Mother Superior, arole the
show’s author, Charles Busch, originated off-
Broadway in 2010.

Mother Superior, indomitable leader of
crumbling St. Veronica’s Convent in Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania, has since been played by
aman indrag, but Celebration Theatre camps
up the comedy by casting Jobe as a German
nun, Sister Maria Walburga. (Or is she? The
plot thickens.)

“I'min!” says Jobe.

“Ifyou have one nunindrag,” he tells me,
“youmight as well have two.”

Ach du lieber! (Oh, heavens!)

Jobe was born to Mexican-Indian parents
in Paducah, a tiny town in the Texas Panhandle,
where he was quickly adopted by Fonda and
Wayne Jobe. His father’s family were Jews who
had added an e to their last name when they
converted to Christianity; their long-suffering
0Old Testament name of Job became Jobe.

“Ihave been involved in theater of some
sortor another aslong as I can remember—
over five decades. That sounds better than 50
years,” says Jobe.

He debuted as a performerin 1967 as a
workhouse orphan in a community theater
production of Oliver! (“Ilearned everybody’s
songs and would go home singing all of them,”
he recalls).

Following his family’s move to Brazos-
port, Jobe made his way to trés gay Houston
where he met his first lover, and they moved in
together. “He was from Sealy, and I moved to
Houston from Clute,” says Jobe. “That is when
my parents called me on the carpet and asked
me if Iwas gay. I said, ‘I think so.” They threw
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Pray for These Sisters

Sister Maria Walburga (Randall Jobe, |) and Mother Superior (Joel Sander) are not always this
angelic-looking in Charles Busch’s The Divine Sister, playing through July 3 at Classical Theatre.

everything they could at me, including the
Bible. Actually, I feel like a late bloomer. Ev-
erybody knew I was gay before I did. I was very
outgoing and showed every tendency for being
gay. I sewed little dresses for my little sister’s
Barbie dolls.”

Years passed before Jobe’s parents fully
accepted his truth.

“A friend of mine contracted HIV and then
AIDS in the mid-’80s when it was just com-
ingto light,” explains Jobe, whose parents
watched as he cared for his dying friend. “I
saw a change in them, especially my father.
From that point on, it was, for the most part, a
smooth transition.”

Beginningin 1975, Jobe performed in
musicals for Theatre Under the Stars (TUTS),
“generally buried in the chorus,” he says. “My
first show was Fiddler on the Roof in Miller
Outdoor Theatre, in June, all bundled up as if
it was wintertime, before there was air-con-
ditioning on stage. It was pretty horrific, but I
didn’t care.Ithought it was big time!”

Inthe early 1980s, Jobe gained fame as a
comic at Risky Business, a cabaret that shared
space at 2700 Albany St.in Montrose with the
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muscular Officer’s Club (formerly the Farm-
house disco). Its performers “managed the box
office, did marketing, did lyric rewrites, and
here and there we would write original songs;
they were full of innuendo,” he says. “Every-
thing was thrown at us to do, out of necessity. I
feellike all of it served me later,” including his
long stint as an emcee and promotions director
for Charles Armstrong Investments.

“The [Risky Business] audiences were a
great mix of gay people and straight people,”
adds Jobe, who has also worked as abartender
at gay watering holes. “You would have a table
of eight young men next to a table of straights;
by the end of the night, they were great pals.”

Jobe remembers some of his fellow per-
formers panicking when his parents arrived
for ashow on anight that he was to portray a
foul-mouthed Marlene Dietrich. “They said,
‘What are you going to do?.’ I said, ‘I’'m going
to do Marlene.’ It was kind of vulgar, but she
ended up being one of my father’s favorites.”

His parents are deceased, but both of Jobe’s
sisters plan to cheer him on as Sister Walburga
in The Divine Sister,in which he does double
duty by scrubbing the convent’s courtyard as —
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THe DivINE SisTER MISTER

continued from previous page

an old Scottish charwoman, Mrs. MacDuffie.
The roles mark his return to Gay Pride Month
shows. (For Arrivederci Papa!, he rode atop
aPride parade float while “powdering” the
crowd with flour from an oversized sponge.)

Jobe has also voiced Audrey I, the menac-
ing plant in Little Shop of Horrors, donned drag
as Sylvia St. Croix in Ruthless at Strand Street
Theatre in Galveston, and portrayed Pseudolus
in A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the
Forum, Buzzin Love! Valour! Compassion!,
and Harold (twice, 10 years apart) in The Boys
in the Band, among other roles. In Judy at the
Stonewall Inn, he played a drag queen who im-
personated Liza Minnelli’s famous mother.

The Divine Sister’s out director, Ron Jones,
says, “We hope the LGBT audience will sup-
port the show not just because the leading lady
isamanindrag, but because it is campy fun
that we sometimes like as a diversion.”

The play also features out gay fave Brad Go-
ertz (watch for his character’s “giant schlong”);
Elizabeth Marshall Black as wrestling coach
Sister Acacius; veteran Michelle Britton as
Mrs. Levinson, a Jewess whom Mother Supe-
rior hits up for money; and newcomer Skyler
Sinclair as Agnes, a postulant.

“Busch [the play’s author] has ransacked
most every nun movie ever made,” says Jobe.
“It’s outrageous, irreverent, and laugh-out-
loud funny.”

The show references such films as Doubt,
Sister Act, Agnes of God, The Trouble with An-
gels, The Singing Nun, The Song of Bernadette,
The Bells of St. Mary’s, The Da Vinci Code, and
The Sound of Music. (For example, how do you
solve a problem like Agnes? Among the visions
she sees is “the holy face of St. Clare in the
urine stain of aboy’s underpants.” She stares,
transfixed.)

A Variety critic wrote, “Call it old-fash-
ioned with its sweet, silly earnestness, butina
crass and sullen world, this kind of comedy is
not only entirely refreshing, it’s necessary!”

Nevertheless, insists Jobe, “The Divine
Sisteris for adults only!”

Nein?You don’t believe him?

Well, in stealing a classic scene from The
Sound of Music, when Mother Superior gently
asks Sister Mary Acacius, “My dear, what is it
you can’t face?,” stage directions require that
her “affected accent makes it sound like she
said, “‘What is it, you cunt-face?””

Yep, this twisted Sister isn’t for kiddos.

What: The Divine Sister

When: Through July 3

Where: Classical Theatre Company, 4617
Montrose Blvd. @ 59 (in Chelsea Market)

Tickets: celebrationtheatrehouston.com

More info: 832.330.5478

Donalevan Maines is a regular contributor to
OuTSMART magazine.
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Gregory Purish talks Tony
Awards, Broadway, AIDS,

and more.

By Donalevan Maines

wist his arm and out Broadway-baby
Gregory Purish might spill some tea
on Lin-Manuel Miranda, whose mam-
moth musical Hamilton set arecord with
16 nominations going into the June 12 Tony
Awards on CBS-TV.

Pour him another Macallan 25 for bawdy
anecdotes about Patti LuPone, Hugh Jackman,
and the late Elaine Stritch, or get an earful
on how last year’s Oscar-winning Birdman
or (The Unexpected Virtue of Ignorance) nails
the current misguided Broadway mindset of
trying to lure audiences
with movie starsin
stage roles.

Purish won’t be
present at this month’s
kudofestin Radio City
Music Hall, as he’s left
hislongtime post managing the bars at 18
Shubert theaters on Broadway to become camp
boss on an oil rig in the Gulf of Mexico.

That’s fine by him, as Purish, who at age 46
now calls League City home, hated attending the
Tony Awards in person. “It’s anightmare,” says
the Jersey Shore native, who also played a heroic
but unheralded role in what he calls “the second
wave” of the AIDS crisis in New York City.

Atthe Tonys, he explains, “You arrive at 1
p.m. and sit through boring speeches that seem
like they will never end. The musical num-
bers—the fun part—doesn’t start until 8 o’clock
[New York time], and by the end of the night,
you're starving, you're dying of thirst, and
you're about to piss in your pants because for
three hours you couldn’t get out of your seat.”

Purish grew up attending some of the 20th
century’s biggest stage hits, including Cats,
whose seven Tony Awards in 1983 included
Best Featured Actress in a Musical for Fort
Worth’s Betty Buckley.

Some other highlights for the young fan
were up-close views of Polly Holliday and
Jean Stapleton in the female version of Neil

Simon’s 1965 Tony winner, The Odd Couple;
TV’s Barney Miller,handsome Hal Linden,

in Herb Gardner’s I'm Not Rappaport (three
Tony Awards including Best Play in 1986); and
James Earl Jones and Maureen Stapleton in
Alfred Uhry’s Driving Miss Daisy.

‘When Purish was 18, he moved to the Big
Apple in 1988 with the intention of going to
college, but instead he went directly to work
for Redden’s Funeral Home at 325 West 14th
Street. “They were the first funeral home in
the city to take AIDS bodies,” explains Purish.
“Ifeltit was a noble profession and we were do-
ing the right thing,” he says. “We were there for
people at their darkest time, when nobody was
going to help them, money wasn’t going to help
them, only you were going to help them with
this predicament.”

Pioneering AIDS activists from Gay Men’s
Health Crisis, including playwright Larry
Kramer, “were in Redden’s every day,” says
Purish. “I had the pleasure of knowing these
warriors. It was pure happenstance that I got to

be involved. I didn’t know
about Redden’s; at the end
of the interview, they said,
‘One more thing, putting
our cards on the table, we
take AIDS bodies, let us
know if that’s a problem.”

In 1985, Kramer penned The Normal Heart
about that devastating period in gay history.
Its Broadway bow in 2011 won three Tony
Awards, including Best Revival of a Play. “His
account was completely accurate,” says Pur-
ish, who remembers picking up corpses from
once-flourishing apartment buildings that
fell dark during the epidemic. “I was burying
people younger than me, hustlers who were 16
and 17. Seeing what I saw, I think, is what kept
me alive and HIV-free.”

In 1992, Purish moved to San Francisco,
where, he says, he worked for the funeral home
that helped bury the late Randy Shilts, author of
the 1987 best-selling book And the Band Played
On: Politics, People and the AIDS Epidemic (as
well as The Mayor of Castro Street: The Life and
Times of Harvey Milk and Conduct Unbecom-
ing: Gays and Lesbians in the U.S. Military
from Vietnam to the Persian Gulf).

In 1994, Purish returned to Manhattan
and a steady diet of Broadway and off-Broad-
way shows, but he mourned what might have
beenif AIDS hadn’t taken top talents such as
director/choreographer Michael Bennett (A
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Chorus Line). “It struck me how we lost awhole
generation that would have done magnificent
work,” says Purish. “Their deaths changed
Broadway forever. Our ‘collective theatrical
palette’ became less sophisticated. The bar
was lowered drastically, and everyone that was
left did not know any better, and we ended up
with what we have now. I believe those that we
lostin the’80s are looking down from heaven
and clutching their pearls at what they see be-
ing produced on Broadway now and saying that
we are all f--king crazy! Crazy for producing

it, crazy for starring in it, and crazy for buying
tickets to it. When they look down from the
heavens and see who and what is nominated,
thatis when we begin to see tornadoes, hurri-
canes, and flash flooding!”

Today’s Broadway musical was salvaged,
says Purish, by the success of Jonathan Lar-
son’s Rent and Lin-Manuel Miranda’s In the
Heights. “Suddenly, everybody realized that
amusical could be setin modern times and
make money,” he explains. “Now, Lin-Manuel
Miranda comes back to Broadway with Hamil-
ton, not set in modern times but definitely with
amodern score.”

Purish hopes the next step forward on The
Great White Way will be to champion new
dramas. “The current formula for success on
Broadway is ‘revival with amovie star,” he
explains. “If youlook at the list of nominees, it is
probably 50 percent revivals. Some shows need
to go away! Why are we seeing them every five
or sixyears? There is no excuse. I really hope
that the Nederlanders, the Shuberts, and Ju-
jamcyn begin to wake up and start putting some
money behind the abundant talent that is out
there. There are so many young, gifted writers —
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Behind the Scenes
Broadway expert Gregory Purish () with his mom,
Karen (r), and Patricia Dunfee.
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that can’t get a play even ‘workshopped.”

Among young actors on Broadway, Purish’s
favorite is Nina Arianda, who followed her
first Tony nomination in the 2011 revival of
Garson Kanin’s Born Yesterday with awin in
2012 for Best Actress in a Play in Venus in Fur
by David Ives.

The 2012 ceremony was especially notable
for Purish because his friend, former One Life
to Live actress and LGBT rights/AIDS advo-
cate Judith Light, won Best Featured Actress
in a Play as Silda Grauman in Jon Robin Baitz’s
Other Desert Cities. She returned in 2013 to
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Greenberg’s The Assembled Parties.

Purish surely endeared himselfto Light
when he told her that his boyfriend called her
the bestin the business at crying on cue. When
hisboyfriend, who was a fan of Light’s Emmy
Award-winning turn as Karen Wolek on OLTL,
met her backstage, Purish says, Light took
them into her dressing room, shut the door, and
commenced squalling like a mashed cat. Then,
becoming suddenly composed, he says Light
“blew her nose, wiped away the tears, and said,
‘Istill gotit, right?”

ltIOﬂ

Donalevan Maines is a regular contributor to
OuTSMART magazine.
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Out @ TUTS Night at the Hobby Center
Act OUT/Alley Theatre

Black Tie Dinner

Houston Pride Band

Pride Parade

And more!

www.DaltonDeHart.com

Need a professional photographer for your special
event? Call Dalton at (713) 622-2202.

“- Drew Mason

JOHN

DAUGHERTY drewm@johndaugherty.com

REALTORS  832.567.8461

Let our
Doctors
and
Medical #
Staff
provide
you with
the latest
Cosmetic
Services

1

MEDCU R B Anti Aging

»>Botox and Fillers
>Laser Treatments
> Ultherapy
»HydraFacials
»Weight Loss

like us on
facebook.
Offering Appointments with our
Director/Master Injection Artist

and
National Trainer for Bellafill

Kay Mc Cunis
MED CURE ANTI-AGING
5373 W. Alabama
(713)-552-1112

25% Off Laser Hair
Removal Package when
you mention this ad!

MEDCURE FAMILY CLINICS
Locations (281)-498-7727

++11226 SW Freeway, Houston, TX
++4040 Broadway, Houston, TX
++96 Berry, Houston, TX

++8240 Antoine, Houston, TX
#4141 Ave H, Rosenberg, TX
#7336 McHenry St, Houston, TX

»Minor Medical Treatments
»Allergies

»Complete physicals
»Vaccinations

»Work and Auto related injuries
»Accept most insurances,
»credit cards, cash,
‘>Medicaid, Medicare
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Sunlight Dental There’s a better

— Group — way to eat faji?gss.

Dr. Vince B. Nguyen and Associates

FAMILY, COSMETIC, AND IMPLANT DENTISTRY x X *

* Complete Care
for Adult and Kids

0% Interest /
TAS

Payment Plans FAJ I
Insurance Friendly, /

In-Network Prices

* Se Habla Espanol
¢ Sedation Dentistry
* Open Saturdays

HOUSTON TX

Now Serving Better Fajitas in West University!

Open Daily 11am - 9pm
SMILE PROUDLY WITH US! . .
Carry Out, Catering and Delivery

SERVING PEARLAND & SURROUNDING AREAS

1816 Pearland Pkwy., #190 « Pearland, TX 77581

5404 Kirby Dr. @ Aloans Rd. ® 713.661.0501
@2 524@ E'ﬂ 74@ www.FajitasAGoGo.com

SunlightDentalGroup.com  M-F 8am-épm / Sat 9am-3pm

ST

ONE OF THE TOP 10 HOME POFTS N THE WOALD AND EUTHANASIA

All on 25th Street, with the Galveston
Pleasure Pier, on the Beach at the
south end and the Galveston Cruise
Ship Terminal at the north end,
AND fabulous Mardi Gras Parties!

Currently a B&B, 3/4/2 with
garage apartment * $424,500

Say Goodbye in the

3/2/1 with side studio apt. « $374,500  4/2.5/3 plus garage apt. °$364 500 comfort of Home...
* In-home consultation
David Bowers, Reatror® + Hospice Care

« Euthanasia

H%% The House Comp any + Clay Paw Memorial Keepsake
Company 409/763-2800 + Grief Support
David@DavidBowers.com

* 2009-2010 President Galveston Historical Foundation Daytime After-Hours &

* 2010 President of Galveston Association of Realtors® Holiday Appointments Available
* 2011 GAR Realtor® of The Year . .
*2013-14 Galveston Daily News Reader’s Choice Award Info@lastW|shes.com

www.lastwishes.com facebook

Thank you for voting me Best Realtor” in Galveston -OutSmart Readers’ Choice 2013-15
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Let Your Geek Flag Fly

Comicpalooza returns June
17-19 to George R. Brown
Convention Center.

By Bradley Donalson

fter arecord-breaking yearin 2015,
AComicpalooza will attempt to top

itself again this year with what it does
best: a smorgasbord of pop-culture and sci-fi/
fantasy/horror actors, writers, and artists
spanning comics, anime, film, TV, and even a
few former boy-banders. The 2016 three-day
event (coming alittle later in the year, due to
Houston’s busy convention schedule) arrives
in the middle of Pride month—and what better
way to show off' your pride than with a week-
end blowout for 40,000 of your closest friends,
all dressed up as their favorite pop-culture
characters?

Robert Raney, a volunteer who assists
Comicpalooza’s hospitality director and has
worked at the conventions for over 10 years,
spoke with OuTSMART about his experience
with conventions. “For me,” Raney says, “going
to consis away to get out and meet new and in-
teresting people.” From the guests to the con-
vention attendees, there is always something
to keep him occupied and having fun. In his
words, “Jeremey Renner [Marvel Cinematic
Universe’s Hawkeye] was quite a hoot.” As far
as being open and out at conventions, Raney
assures us that conventions are something
aspirational. “That topic doesn’t really come
up in any kind of negative sense, and it’s really
more relaxed.”

Headlining this year’s event are Kate
Beckinsale (Underworld, Pearl Harbor), pro-
fessional wrestler Ric Flair, and a prolific
writer for both DC and Marvel Comics, John
Ostrander. One of the biggest events at this
year’s Comicpalooza will be Sigourney Weaver
(Ghostbusters, Prayers for Bobby) joining up
with the rest of the cast of Aliens, which will
be celebrating its 30th anniversary this year.
Weaver, who will only be able to appear on
Saturday, June 18, will be joined by costars Bill
Paxton, Jenette Goldstein, Paul Reiser, Mark
Rolston, Lance Henriksen, Michael Biehn,

and Carrie Henn for autographs and photo ops
in the first American reunion of this type for
Aliens. Packages for Kate Beckinsale and the
Aliens cast photo ops and autographs are avail-
able in limited quantity at the Comicpalooza
website.

Thisyear’s attendees will also be able to
meet some of their favorite stars, such as Eliza
Dushku (Buffy the Vampire Slayer, Bring It
On), Houston native Sean Patrick Flanery
(Boondock Saints, The Young Indiana Jones
Chronicles), Norman Reedus (The Walking
Dead), as well as Walter Koenig, the original
Pavel Chekov of the Star Trek franchise. Writ-
ersin attendance will include Houstonians
Cassandra Rose Clarke and John Shade, as well
as Missy Jane, Mat Johnson, Mercedes Lackey,
and many more. Also, for those of us who were
swept up in the boy-band craze of the ’90s, some
familiar faces will be in attendance—Erik-
Michael Estrada of O-Town, Chris Kirkpatrick
of *NSYNC, AJ McLean of the Backstreet Boys,
and Jeff Timmons of 98 Degrees. These boys

OutSmartMagazine.com
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Super Pride

What better way to
show off your pride
than dressing up as
your favorite pop-
culture character?
Comicpalooza, which
hits Houston's George
R. Brown Convention
Center on June

17-19, draws in more
than 40,000 comic
and pop-culture
enthusiasts from
around the world.

recently put aside their old musical rivalries to
starin Dead 7, a new post-apocalyptic zombie
Western written by Nick Carter (Backstreet
Boys) and airing on SyFy.

Another event at Comicpalooza this year,
according to Raney, will be a “crossplay” drag
show. Many people are familiar with the idea
of cosplaying, which involves dressing up as
afavorite character from anime or movies,
either subtly or with elaborate and some-
times costly costumes. “Crossplay” is exactly
the same thing, only the person wearing the
costume and the character being portrayed
don’t have matching genders. “It will host drag
queens and drag kings, and we’ll end up having
two winners, one for each category,” Raney
claims. The event will also begin taking part
inthe annual Pride parade, and Raney hopes
that it will begin branching out into charity
work and other efforts to support the LGBT
community. Raney also hopes that the conven-
tion will one day be playing host to author Neil
Gaiman (Sandman, Neverwhere) or even —

| JUNE2016 | 127



1724 Richmond Ave. | Houston, TX 77098

C:713.252.7205 | F: 713.521.7372 | eric@itlp.us

www.intheloopproperties.com

e

e "\ 13Yearsof Residential Sales &

(NN W= e NeN R | |casing with Montrose’s Premier

residencial safes & leasing - p ! & GOy-OWned Real Estate Office
N

The LGBT Atheist

Experience Panel Discussion
Houston's Prominent LGBT/Atheist Activists

Share Their Unique, Personal Experiences.

Ray Hill « Brandon Mack ¢ Brenda Lunger
Michelle-Paulette Blanche Backes ¢ Noelle George
Moderated by Jimmy McLaughlin, B. Sc. Political Science

Accepting dontations for the Houston Food Bank and “Atheists Helping the Homeless"

SATURDAY | JUNE 18TH | 12:30-3:30PM {'r‘;\
Trini-Mendenhall Community Center \v/}

1414 Wirt Rd., Houston, TX

r

Come join us!

Smce 1978

II]ﬂl]iS[S

o'fouston
HUMANISTSOFHOUSTON.ORG

Look us up for
current events!
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Every moment
at M|Iler is maglc'_

When it comes to
entertainment, Miller
Outdoor Theatre is a
real breath of fresh air.

The best music, dance,
theater and more.

EVERY PERFORMANCE IS FREE.

MILLER
OUTDOOR
THEATRE

VISIT WWW.MILLEROUTDOORTHEATRE.COM
FOR A COMPLETE CALENDAR OF EVENTS.
281 FREE-FUN (281-373-3386)

MEDIA PARTNER

Heights Dermatology & Aesthetic Center

W e offsr s Byttt Tirsciinmeatd
Mohs Micrographic Surgery

General Dermatology  Complexion Enrichment

Skin Cancer Detection Laser Hair Removal

Skin Cancer Surgery ~ BOTOX/Wrinkle Fillers

Cosmetic Dermatology Leg & Face Veins

Cosmetic Laser Surgery Chemical Peels

Mole Removal Acne

Dr. Alpesh Desai

Dr. Tejas Desai
Board Certified Dermatologist

Phone: 713-864-2659
Fax: 713-864-5577

2120 Ashland @ West 22nd
Houston, Texas 77008
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conlinued from page 127

the ogle-worthy Dominic Purcell. Until then,
we can content ourselves with this year’s
plethora of guests and hundreds of hours of
entertainment.

For those who have never been to a Comic-
palooza before, and who might be intimidated
by its claim to being Texas’ “largest pop-cul-
ture and comic event,” or for those who would
rather have a more focused experience on a
specific type of con, Raney suggests looking
into other types of conventions in and around
Houston and Texas atlarge. “There are alot
of different cons you can go to,” claims Raney,
“and they each have their own shtick.” His
previous work with Aggiecon was much more
low-key and locally focused than bigger cons
like Comicpalooza. Other cons in Houston that
may be worth a peek include Space City Comic
Conor Delta H Con. Themed cons in Texas in-
clude Rice University’s OwlCon, TheGameCon
in Galveston, and PAX South in San Antonio,
which focus on gaming of all different kinds,
as opposed to the more general cons. And of
course, there’s Austin’s HavenCon, Texas’ first
LGBT-themed “geek and gaming” convention.

For more information, visit Comicpalooza’s
website at comicpalooza.com.

Bradley Donalson is a frequent contributor to
OuTSMART magazine.

Galaxy S7

Take
50% off
foralimited
time

Exclusively for OutSmart readers,
Get $50 bill credit plus $50 in free accessories!

This location only. Call for free delivery!

*Credit approval and new line activation required. $50 credit applied on 2nd or 3rd
invoice. Some restrictions apply. See store or call us for details. Hurry - ends soon!

\@’ (281) 575-8500
12220 Murphy Rd Sprint }

IRELESS shop.premierwirelesstx.com gggh;g;zed

(hoose the Best Doggie Daycare in Montrose Voted by

utSmart Magazine... it's the place doggies want to be seen!

Private Boarding - Doggie Daycare
Grooming » Pet Products
P A e L

STOP IN TODAY AND GET

, 25% OFF
; ANY DOGGIE TOY
OF YOUR CHOICE!

One coupon per family, Cannot be combined with any other distounts

3410 North Shepherd -713.426. 6888 - 2755 Vossdale -281.501.9062 - 3407 Montrose Blvd - 832,581.2453

WEST HOUSTON REAL ESTATE

Jenny Schneider
832.247.1402

Cynthia Berry
713.705.3047

April Maestri
832.264.5419

FINELIVINGGROUP.COM weiffhes | &iEtve

JASTON WILLIAMS and LAUREN LANE

starrmg in

A New Play from
“Greater Tuna’s” Jaston Williams

SULA f Y = Galveston Island
e TheGrand.com 800.821.1894
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THURSDAY
OCTOBER 13TH

AT THE HISTORIC RICE HOTEL'S
CRYSTAL BALLROOM

. VISIT
-* /&/\eonr;gfse WWW.MONTROSECENTER.ORG
” FOR MORE INFORMATION

401 BRANARD STREET | HOUSTON, TEXAS 77006 | MONTROSECENTER.ORG

Pizzeria
SOLARIO @&
A e _'

02 Frest  NEAPOLITANY , rigue RQEESENN
° \N\—J . RE%E%L%éNT

“If you’re a pizza purist, PIZZERIA SOLARIO is your pantheon.” i " : 713-868-8@60
- — = www.medugaldsieele.com
3333 Weslayan ¢ 77027 » 713-892-8100 s DESIGN | BUILD ] MANAGE

WWW.PIZZERIASOLARIO.COM
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IT'S TIME TO TALK

Prevent
HIV

PrEP +
CONDOMS

KNOW YOUR OPTIONS.

A CONDOM ISN'T 100% EFFECTIVE | A CONDOM ISN'T ALWAYS USED | A CONDOM ISN'T ALWAYS AVAILABLE ‘ A CONDOM ISN'T YOUR ONLY OPTION

GORDON E. CROFOOT, MD HIV PREVENTION & TREATMENT
MABGIE WHITE, ENF-S TALK TO US. 713.526.0005

VOTED “GAYEST & GREATEST” PHYSICIAN BY OUTSMART 2009-2015
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By Henry V. Thiel
Photos by Thomas & Penelope Photography

att and John met at Rich’s in 2002

by chance—with the help of two

friends who each unwittingly
played matchmaker.

In Matt’s corner was a college friend who
convinced Matt to drive all the way from Col-
lege Station to Houston just so he could visit a
gay bar for the very first time—a rite of passage
for all young gay men. “He wanted to take me
to my first gay bar, so I wouldn’t have to be ner-
vous my first time alone,” confides Matt,

“and so I could have somebody slip me a
drink, since I was just 19 years old.”

John’s social calendar that evening
was already booked with a movie night
at his place with a group of friends.

They all bailed. There was a friend in from out
of town, however, to rescue John from moping
at home and swapping the proposed movie for
another showing of Beaches. Despite weather
tomatch the evening’s almost cruel theme,
John’s friend managed to drag him out in the
drizzly night and into Rich’s.

John’s night soon spun a 180—on the dance
floor, appropriately enough. That’s where he
met Matt, who was fated to never have a better
gay-bar experience from then on. Before either
ofthem realized, it was 2 a.m., and the four of
them ended up at House of Pies. John offered
his couch for them to crash.

“We spent the next three years driving
back and forth between Houston and College
Station until Matt graduated from A&M in

2005, and moved to Houston,” remembers
John.

“When we started discussing buying a
house together,” John explains, “we talked
about getting married. We decided that we
didn‘t want to fly to another state where mar-
riage was legal, or get married without our

family and friends.”

“And we also didn‘t want to have awed-
ding here in Texas that would have just been
symbolic,” adds Matt. “After being together
for seven years, calling each other ‘boyfriends’
didn’t feel quite right to either of us. We were
married in every way but on paper.”

There was that hint of frustration in the
telling, that small burn many in the LGBT
community have experienced. “So we went and

picked out rings, and made a commit-

ment to each other.”

Inthe summer of 2015, Matt was

glued to scotusblog.com, waiting for

the Obergefell court decision to be an-

nounced. After hearing the news, he
grabbed John‘s ring that John had left on the
kitchen counter after washing the dishes, and
raced downstairs to tearfully pop the question.

John's response: “Wait, what‘s the Supreme
Court‘s decision?”

“Um, I kindaneed an answer to my ques-
tion” was Matt’s reply. —

Ve

exquisite cakes by Nadine Moon
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PSSO,
DAVID

AL

CUACT EXRINENEG

BTSSR

CATERING
CAKES

EVENTS

832.439.0224

Something Borrowed, Something New
Matt (r) and John mixed and matched which
wedding traditions to include in their ceremony.

/ p
| GAYEST

| &GREATEST
*
A 2015
Finalist
BEST
CATERING FIRM

let us make your event special!

davidalcorta.net

david@davidalcorta.net

STAY & PLAY

ONYOUR BIG DAY

Celebrate in style at Aloft Houston by
the Galleria. Offering 500 square feet
of meeting space, plus a vibrant social
scene at W XY Z° bar & Re:mix™ lounge,
it's the perfect place for your big day
or other wedding events.

Aloft Houston by the Galleria
5415 Westheimer Road
Houston, Texas 77056
alofthoustongalleria.com

continued from previous page

“A month before our wedding, we took our
rings to the jeweler to have them engraved
with our wedding date and initials,” says John,
looking at his left hand. “Not having them on
for amonth after wearing them for six years
was really tough. We both feltlike a piece of us

was missing, and we were thrilled to get them
back at the ceremony.”

They chose to have their ceremony and re-
ception in a stunning old firehouse called Sta-
tion 3. They saw pictures of the venue online,
and as soon as they saw the exposed brick and
windows in person, they knew it was where
they wanted to get married.

continved on page 136

Eloft

HOTELS

Call our wedding specialist at 713 986 7759 to find out

how you can get the most out of your big day.

spg.
Starwood

Preferred
Guest

©2016 Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Aloft and its logos are
the trademarks of Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc., or its affiliates
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SELEGT JEWELERS

9w ol about bove...

713.789.3359 | 2221 S. Voss Rd. Houston, TX 77057 | SelectJewelers.com



Speak the language of love while celebrating with your loved one
in a dream destination of your choice.

FEATURED DESTINATIONS

The legendary spirit, known as Discover love and romance in Pure Fijian hospitality and warm
aloha, breathes life and love into  a pristine French Polynesian smiles beckon you and your

all who embrace it. island paradise. beloved to an idyllic dream.
Aloha au ia ‘oe Ua here vau ia oe Au domoni iko

Take a romantic interlude in an Arrange an intimate dinner for Ignite your passion and delight
exciting European locale, such as  you and your loved one on a your senses of amor in the tropics
Paris, the City of Light and love. sandy beach under the stars. south of the border.

Je t'aime Ik hou van jou Te amo

Contact Mark Hoyer to Book Your Romantic Getaway

346.444.6020

mark@travelxperts.com

}{/[ oLy Ever /4 er
Starts

South Shore Harbour

RESORT & CONFERENCE CENTER

2500 South Shore Blvd.e League City, Texas 77573
(281) 334-1000 ® www.sshr.com

GAYEST

&GREATEST

:2015>

Just steps from the beach, our 32-acre beachfront
resort offers 700 luxuriously-appointed guest
rooms, each with a balcony overlooking the Guilf.
A therapeutic spa & salon, beachfront weddings,
10 restaurants including our award winning
restaurant, The Steakhouse and an eclectic
boutique shop are among the many amenities that
set theSan Luis apart. The exciting H2o Pool + Bar
offers a spacious pool, hundreds of
chaise lounges, swim up bar and residential
cabana rentals, complete with flat-screen TVs,
fridges and comfortable seating.

The San Luis is relaxation at its finest.

THE SAN LUIS Kb/,

SPA & CONFERENCE CENTER

Galveston ¢ 53rd & Seawall
sanluisresort.com
800-392-5937

Followus f ¥
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AH elegant CbOicefor weddings,
receptions, showers, photography and dinners.
This faithfully restored and lavishly decorated
mansion was the home of one of the wealthiest
families in Texas. A setting for countless occasions
a century past, Moody Mansion is remarkably

suited for a wedding as memorable as yours.

Moody Mansion

2618 Broadway * Galveston Island
409-762-7668 * moodymansion.org

continued from page 134

“And c‘'mon,” says Matt with
amischievous grin, “two gay
guys sliding down a pole—it’s
the perfect entrance for a gay
wedding.”

Matt found their photogra-
pher at abridal show. “Thomas
and Penelope had never shot a
GLBT wedding before,” admits
Matt. “They did alot of research
into poses and shots to make
sure they did the wedding and
engagement session justice.

We are pretty stoked with the
results.”

Café Natalie catered the re-
ception. During dinner, a server
approached the happy couple and
asked to take their picture. “He
told us that as a 57-year-old gay
man who grew up thinking that
he would never see a time when
GLBT individuals would have the
right to marry, he was just beside
himselfwith happiness for us,”
smiles John. “He confessed that
he had specifically asked to work
our event, so he could witness
historyinthe making.”

“Since we really wanted the
ceremony to reflect who we are,
we picked and chose which wed-
ding traditions we wanted to use.
My dad wore the same shoes he
wore to his own wedding...and
to both of my brothers‘weddings,
Mattlaughs. “And one of our
dearest and oldest friends per-
formed the ceremony.”

John mentions choosing
Walt Disney World—the same
place that winning Super Bowl
quarterbacks choose—for their
honeymoon.

“We couldn‘t get away for a
long trip, so Walt Disney World
was the perfect escape for us,”
says John.

Then Matt playfully corrects
his husband: “We’ll officially hon-
eymoon in Italy this summer.”

»

Photographers’ website:
thomasandpenelope.com.

Henry V. Thiel is a principal with
The Epicurean Publicist. He loves
the nightlife.

RADICAO

HOUSTON'S
MOST AUTHENTIC
BRAZILIAN STEAKHOUSE

LUNCH | DINNER | CATERING | WEDDINGS

BRAZILIAN STEAKHOUSE

Continuous tableside service of 15
expertly carved cuts of beef, lamb,
pork, chicken and seafood.
Gourmet salads + sides bar.

12000 Southwest Freeway | 201 W. Bay Area Blvd
281.277.9292 | TradicaoSteakhouse.com
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THE SAM HOUSTON HOTEL

CURIO: A COLLECTION BY HILTON

1117 Prairie Street, Houston, TX 77002
P: 832.200.8800 F: 832.200.8811
www.thesamhoustonhotel.com

Social Catering Manager:
Christopher J. Paschal
P: 832.200.8807 E: christopher.paschal@hilton.com
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HAPPY
PRIDE!

Services: DJ ¢ Photo Lounge ° Lighting * Step & Repeat & Red Carpet

Bradley David Entertainment is a full service production company offering DJs, Photo Lounges, and Lighting
Production Services. We have more than 16 years in the Event Industry and experience with all types of events.

We celebrate all cultures and ways of life, and want to be a part of your next party.

720 Rusk St., Suite 124 Houston, TX 77002 | 713.487.6076 | BradleyDavidEntertainment.com

\ &GREATEST

20154

Rivas Italian Restaurant
1117 Missouri St.

(1 Block West of Montrose)

(713)529-3450

Call Us To Start Planning Your Wedding!

RLSTAURANT Book Your Wedding at Our Place.
409.789.4142

2401 Winnie, Galveston, TX 77550 ¢ wwwlyceumdalveston.com

Voted Best Italian by Outsmart Readers & One of the Best for Brunch
-2015 OutSmart Reader’s Choice Awards
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AT THE LAKE. | %ness

mariana@avantgardenhouston.com

411 Westheimer | Houston, TX 77006

Galveston’s Premier Caterer_ =)

Never Runs Out of Food -
That's Our Motte and We’re Sticking To It!

Whether it’siin
Galveston

or a-location
off of the

island, we =g =

cater any —_—
kind of function - i
from weddingsand:
corporate events

to birthday parties and

fish frys. We do it all!

112 28th St. * Galveston, TX 77550
409.762.3666
bennosofgalveston.com
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Choosing the
perfect venue for
your special day.

By Henry V. Thiel

Wooded Bliss

Chateau Polonez, located in northwest Houston, provides the perfect space

for couples looking to have a unique wedding.

—

Lakeside
La Torretta Lake Resort & Spa on Lake Conroe gives couples

the feeling of a destination wedding without the travel hassle.
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ith the plethora of choices that our me-

tropolis and its outlying areas have to

offer, choosing the perfect dream venue
for your wedding should be a piece of cake.

Ifyou’ve literally been dreaming of sailing off into
the sunset, South Shore Harbour Resort and Confer-
ence Center may be your port of call. Located right on
the water at South Shore Harbour Marina in League
City, Harbour Resort is the perfect place to dock your
honeymoon yacht. “South Shore Harbour is complet-
ing a multi-million-dollar renovation of its guest
rooms, as well as building a new Lighthouse Bar &
Bistro, the Oasis tropical pool that has its own swim-
up bar, spectacular two-story suites overlooking the
water, and a new event space designed especially for
wedding ceremonies and receptions, just in time for
your summertime wedding,” says Roy Green, the re-
sort’s general manager.

South Shore Harbour is a full-service hotel with a
newly refurbished fitness center and spa, convenient-
ly located near golf courses, dinner- and party-boat
cruises, and attractions like the Kemah Boardwalk,
NASA, Galveston cruise ships, water sports, and
shopping.

Such on-site amenities allow for some fantasti-
cally relaxing packages that keep the romance of the
occasion front and center. Popular packages include
“Bubbles and Brunch” and the “Overnight Romantic
Stay,” both of which include luxurious spa treatments
for the newlyweds. —

JONATHAN IVY
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HOSTING ONE EVENT A DAY, CATERING TO YOUR EVERY NEED...
...because your day deserves a place just for you.

281.655.5656 CALL US NOW TO RESERVE YOUR DAY!  Info@ChateauPolonez.com www.ChateauPolonez.com 12612 Malcomson Rd., Houston TX 77070




Celebrating 40 years as Houston’s Diamond
Engagement & Wedding Ring Destination

Aadok.

MASTER JEWELERS

1749 POST OAK BLVD. HOUSTON, TX 77056 | 713.960.8950
ZADOK.COM
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Ifthe beach is not your thing, head to
Chateau Polonez, awooded European dream-
come-true in northwest Houston. Created by
afamily team consisting of Ania Gurtowski
and her daughters, Basia and Kasia, Chateau
Polonezhas a strict policy about never hosting
more than one wedding in a day. “You deserve a
day just for you,” explains co-owner Basia Gur-
towski, who also promises to pamper you like
no other. I wouldn’t doubt her for a second.

“Our weddings are as unique as the couple
getting married,” Basia adds. “Each groom
or bride will have their own changing suite
complete with private bathrooms in which to
prepare for the wedding. We include compli-
mentary drinks and hors d’oeuvres, as well as a
complimentary photo session during business
hours, and much more.”

LaTorretta Lake Resort & Spa, located on
beautiful Lake Conroe, is your ideal setting
for awedding incorporating the coziness of
acottage located a few steps from the beach,
all the while nestled close to lush woodlands.
“We are a destination wedding venue that is
right in your back yard,” says Martin Valdez,
LaTorretta’s marketing manager. “The re-
sortis welcoming to any couple that wishes
to celebrate love.” Amenities are available
for both you and your guests—golf, flotation
tubs, a fitness center with circuit and weight
areas, racquetball, Pilates, as well as spin and
yoga studios. Their couples’ retreat package
includes a champagne-and-strawberries ame-
nity, breakfast for two, and a late checkout.
All-inclusive packages, including custom cake
and floral arrangements and custom linens,
are also available.

For atropical-island wedding, there is
Galveston’s own San Luis Resort, Spa & Con-
ference Center. Michelle Beckwith, area direc-
tor of catering, says, “The San Luis is a unique
destination for its stunning beachfront views
of'the Gulf, first-class personalized customer
service, and outstanding overnight accom-
modations. Guests may choose to have their
wedding in the outdoor gazebo, on the pool hill
overlooking the Gulf, in the expansive Grand
Ballroom outfitted with crystal chandeliers,
[orin one of our] other intimate settings.”

Her favorite wedding location at the San
Luisis the Wedding Gazebo, located on the
Promenade Lawn overlooking the Gulf. “It
provides the perfect beach setting for a wed-
ding with scenic Gulfviews. We have several
ballrooms and private banquet rooms that can
accommodate parties from 20 to 1,200 guests.”

You can also create your own history at
the historical Lyceum in Galveston, which
was founded in 1850 as Texas’ oldest German
Lutheran church. Each of its original floor-
to-ceiling stained-glass windows are still in
place. The Lyceum still sits on the church’s
grounds adjacent to the present-day —
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Celebrate your
special union
with family
and friends at
JB La Hacienda.

WEDDINGS
QUINCES & SWEET 16
CORPORATE EVENTS
Our event professionals will
produce an event from start

to finish that fits your unique
style and budget.

JB LAHACIENDA HALL
17143 Hufsmith-Kohrville | Tomball, TX 77375

281.379.4756
www.jblahacienda.com
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sanctuary, separated only by a beautifully
landscaped wrought-iron gated courtyard.

You can have your ceremony in their garden
gazebo, or inside the Lyceum, which is accent-
ed with an elegant yet relaxed Victorian ambi-
ence that is perfect for a ceremony and recep-
tion. Your caterer will be grateful for the ease
of the service kitchen, and your guests will
appreciate the free parking. The former choir
loftisideal for vocalists, photographers, and
videographers. A beautifully decorated Bridal/
Grooms Suite is available, and you can arrange
for access to the venue for bridal portraits or
engagement pictures prior to the wedding.

Ifyou are a true-blue Texan, consider
the Texas Ballroom at the Houston Marriott
North Hotel. According to social catering sales
manager Heather Seely, the 7,000-square-foot
ballroom features a contemporary regional
décor with amuted palette that will comple-
ment any theme. “We believe thatlove has no
limits,” says Seely, “and that there is no room
for inequality. We believe that every guest,
whoever they are, wherever they go, should feel
comfortable and welcome the moment they
walk through our doors.

“You chose a partner to marry based on
trust and compatibility, and your wedding
venue should be no different,” she says. “That is
why from the first meeting we get to know our
clients and what their wedding vision is. We
discuss how to best partner with them on their
special day so they can express themselves,
celebrate with their loved ones, and have in-
credible memories that last alifetime.

“To show our commitment to the LGBTQ
community,” adds Seely, “for weddings of 50
guests or more, we offer discounts on catering
menus, complimentary ceremony space, an
upgrade on all bar liquors, a complimentary

OutSmartMagazine.com

hotel room the night of the event, and Double
Marriott Rewards Points.”

Galveston’s Moody Mansion is available
for romantic and picturesque weddings by the
seashore. Its 19th-century Victorian formal
ballroom is perfect for brides and grooms who
want to make a statement with their reception.

Moody Mansion was once the home of one
ofthe wealthiest families in the nation, and
hasbeen faithfully restored to its original
grandeur. It was built in 1895, and the Moody
family purchased the home and moved in
shortly after the 1900 hurricane.

“Have your wedding portrait made while
standing on the hand-carved stairway landing
next to abeautiful stained-glass window,”
suggests Viola Moore, visitor services manager
at Moody Mansion, “and have your ceremony
in the lovely gardens. Your guests will enjoy
the historic setting, and easy access to free

parking.”

JB LaHaciendais picture perfect for those
who dream of a wedding that’s off the beaten
path. Located just minutes outside of North-
west Houston in Tomball, this unique, private
estate offers two separate venues that are
cozily tucked away among gardens, lakes, and
pines, away from the noise and distractions of

busy roads.

“Celebrate your special union with fam-
ily and friends at JB La Hacienda,” says the
venue’s owner, Blanca Ruvalcaba. “Our event
professionals will produce an event from start
to finish that fits your unique style and budget.
Our team will guide you through every step,
allowing you to focus on what’s important—the
celebration of two becoming one.”

So, where will you tie the knot?

Henry V. Thielis a principal with The Epicure-
an Publicist. He hopes to tie the knot in the near
future. Hint, hint, Mr. Boyfriend!

Chateau Polonez
12612 Malcomson Rd.
Houston, TX
281.655.5656
chateaupolonez.com

The Lyceum

2401 Winnie St.
Galveston, TX
409.789.4142
lyceumgalveston.com

Marriot Houston

North

255 North Sam
Houston Pkwy E.

Houston, TX

281.875.4000

marriott.com/hotels/
travel/hougp-houston
-marriott-north

The Moody
Mansion
2618 Broadway
Galveston, TX

409.762.7668
moodymansion.org

The San Luis Re-
sort, Spa & Confer-
ence Center

5222 Seawall Blvd.
Galveston, TX
409.744.1500
sanluisresort.com

South Shore Har-
bour Resort and
Conference Center
2500 South Shore Blvd.
League City, TX
281.334.1000
sshr.com

La Torretta Lake
Resort & Spa

600 La Torretta Blvd.
Montgomery, TX
936.448.4400
latorrettalakeresort
.com



Vllas

AT THE SAN LUIS?&C[?//

unlike anything else available on the Gulf Coast,
The Villas at The San Luis Resort features five,
800-square-foot suites nestled in lush surroundings in a
quiet corner of the resort. The Villas offer guests a private
entrance with in-villa check-in, welcome amenity, private
veranda with personal hot tub, valet service and
surrounds a serene pool with cabanas and daybeds.
Each villa suite features a king-sized bedroom with
luxury bedding, separate sitting area and spa-like
bathroom. Unique to The Villas, guests have the option
to upgrade their travel arrangements and arrive via
luxury helicopter or limousine.

5222 Seawall Boulevard ¢ Galveston Island, TX 77551

800.392.5937 » 409.744.1500 - villasatsanluisresort.com
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Saint Joan

By GEORGE BERNARD SHAW

Directed by Eric Tucker
2014 Wall Street Journal's
DIRECTOR OF THE YEAR!

June 2-18, 2016

Spring Street Studios — STUDIO 101
1824 Spring Street, Houston, TX 77007
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A Sara Quin

(Out, June/July/2016, Steven J. Horowitz)

I don’t have to think very hard about relating to a
song about a straight man. | don’t understand why
the world can’t relate to a song written by a queer
woman. I'm writing about the same shit everyone is
writing about. | just happen to be a girl who identi-
fies as queer.




> Compiled by Blase DiStefano

Samantha Bee

(Full Frontal with Samantha Bee, 5/3/16, TBS)

Re: HB2, the bathroom law.

Boycotts are a powerful tool, but you know what’s
an even more powerful tool? Not electing a bunch
of transphobic numnuts who are going to wreck
the economy to catch a nonexistent predator.
...Remember that stupid bathroom law? Well,
guess what it cost. [Cut to video of a news anchor
saying, “If the state goes ahead and carries out the
law, it could lose roughly $2 billion in federal funds
forits public schools and universities.”] Great,
now your daughter who couldn’t afford college
will feel safe in bathrooms—while she’s
scrubbing them for minimum wage.

16 Years Ago

John»

©

The Bathroom Law
Samantha Bee (seen here in

waters her TBS show Full Frontal with

(Us Weekly, 8/21/00) . ) : Samantha Bee): what does HB2

On what his campaign slogan would be if he have to do with numnuts?

ran for president: FrRee HAIRDOS FOR THE POOR.

4Ellen
DeGeneres

>
Billy Eichner
(The New Yorker, 5/23/16, Sarah Larson)

When Eichner was a junior [in
college], his parents came to see
him in a musical. At dinner, his
mother asked him if he was dating
anyone—“boy, girl, whatever.” He
wasn’t, and said so. On the car ride
back to school, he told his parents
he was gay. They were accept-

ing and largely unfazed. “Not to
stereotype anyone, but I was, like,
‘Did you really not know? You took
me to see Streisand at Madison
Square Garden,” he said.

©

Billy & Babs

Billy Eichner (seen here on his truTV show Billy on the Streef):
could he possibly be gay?

DEVAYNE - COURTESY LOGO; DEGENERES - DOUGLAS GORENSTEIN/NBC; EICHNER - TRUTV

TEGAN AND SARA - VAPOR/WARNER BROS.; WATERS - GA FULLNER/SHUTTERSTOCK.COM; BEE - ERIC RAY DAVIDSON/TBS;
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‘Packed in a Trunk’

The lost art
of Edith Lake
Wilkinson.

Henry Gamble’s
Birthday Party
This religious
LGBT coming-
of-age movie
unfolds over the
course of one
eventful day in
the life of 17-year-
old preacher’s kid
Henry (Cole Doman), who must
navigate his faith, secrets, and
sexuality within his family and
religious community. On the day
of Henry’s big party, his mom,
Kat (Elizabeth Laidlaw), his fa-
ther, Pastor Bob (Pat Healy), and
19-year-old sister, Autumn (Nina
Ganet), each prepare for the par-
ty while also grappling with their
own secrets and desires. Then the
guests begin to arrive, including
the closeted young Logan (Daniel
Kyri), who has eyes for Henry. As
day turns to night, the partygoers
carefully navigate the religious
strictures and sexual secrets held
within the community, as well as
their own longings (despite them-
selves and their faith) for earthly
love. Wolfe Video (wolfevideo
.com). —Troy Carrington
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Mysterious

In 1924, the
lesbian artist
was committed
to an asylum
and never heard
from again.

n the second season of

Amazon's Transparent, the
youngest daughter of the Pfeffer-
man clan, Ali, embarks on a quest
to discover the familial origins of
her “inherited trauma,” the physi-
cal and psychological tremors that
seem to consume every relative she
has. As the season progresses to
an epic culmination, we learn that
Maura, Ali's trans parent, may not
be the first branch of her family tree
to diverge. Maura'’s tanta Gittel
identified as a woman and thrived
in Weimar Berlin, but when the
family fled Nazi persecution, she
was left behind to a bleak fate. The
season ends with three generations
of Pfefferman women standing in
silence, bound by blood-deep simi-
larities that even they cannot fully
understand.

As we head toward an age in
which coming out becomes easier,
should our next step in the journey
of self-identification be to find our
spiritual forbears, our queer ances-
tors, and come out in their place?
Everyone has a great uncle who
is said to be a little different, or a
cousin that nobody in the family
likes to talk about. With the rise of

OutSmartMagazine.com

PACKED» TRUNK

EDITH LAKE WILKINSON

pop genealogy, LGBTQ individuals
have a chance to find the origins of
difference in their bloodlines, and
hopefully vindicate ancestors who
were forever silenced.

In Packed in a Trunk: The Lost
Art of Edith Lake Wilkinson, writer/
director Jane Anderson (who re-
cently penned the HBO adaptation
of Elizabeth Strout’s Olive Kittredge)
tries fo close a lifelong obsession
with her great-aunt Edith, a lesbian
artist who was mysteriously com-
mitted to an asylum in 1924 and
never heard from again. Edith’s
vast collection of painted works
were stashed away and shared
among family members, but she
never gained any public glory as
a painter.

During their two years of film-
ing, the chipper Anderson and her
spouse, Tess, seek to consolidate
Edith’s works, learn about her de-
cades-long romance with her com-
panion, Fanny, and uncover why
such a prolific artist was locked
away. They peek around attics in
West Virginia, tearfully remember
Edith’s life with relatives in Cali-
fornia, and visit galleries in New
York. Some of the film’s most pivotal

By David Goldberg

realizations come in Provincetown,
Rhode Island, where Anderson
learns that not only did her great-
aunt find blissful sanctuary in the
perennial gay oasis, but that she
actually played a pivotal role in the
city’s art movement.

In more harrowing scenes,
Anderson visits the facility where
her aunt was cruelly condemned
to die in demented loneliness; and
during a chilling encounter with
a medium, both Edith and Fanny
make themselves known. In its best
moments, Packed in a Trunk deliv-
ers satisfying resolution to a life lost
in the annals of homophobia and
female oppression, and shows that
with every piece of Wilkinson that
is discovered, Anderson attains a
fuller, more complete sense of self.

Unfortunately, the writer/direc-
tor makes for a pushy subject who
often narrates her feelings in the
moment, as if she’s worried that
her viewers won't be smart enough
to beat her to the cathartic punch.
The movie clicks a duel narrative
of two women finding each other
through time, but Anderson and di-
rector Michelle Boyaner throw the
balance off far too often, forcing
some interactions to feel contrived.
The hokey, Lilith Fair-like soundtrack
doesn't help keep the tone serious.

As the film comes to a close
and Anderson earns triumphant
restitution for her great-aunt Edith,
she tearfully says, “This kind of stuff
doesn't happen to people.” But in
all likelihood, it could. There’s no
limit to how far back our gay gene-
alogy goes, and in vindicating our
formerly shamed ancestors, we fill
in the gaps of our own identities.
We've already come out to the
world once: how hard can it be to
do it a second time?

David Goldberg is a frequent con-
tributor to OUTSMART magazine.
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TELEVISION

Dreadful
Delights

Penny Dreadful and the
fearless Eva Green.

In the first season of Showtime's high-taste
monster mash Penny Dreadful, Dorian Gray
(Reeve Carney), immortal and disarming as
ever, speaks about the difference with the series’
witchy protagonist, Vanessa Ives (Eva Green).
When Dorian praises the glory of uniqueness,
Vanessa has to object: “To be alien, to be dis-
enfranchised from those around you: is that not
a dreadful curse2” Without batting an eye, he
strikes back: “To be different, to be powerful: is
that not a divine gifte”

Created by Skyfall screenwriter John Logan,
who is gay, Penny Dreadful mixes up everyone's
favorite Victorian horror characters (Franken-
stein and his creations, the Wolfman, and many
more) so that they can fight evil and, occasion-
ally, get it on with one another. But beyond the
yummy splattering of blood and fabulously lav-
ish costumes, Penny Dreadful is a mesmerizing,
frustrating meditation on living with difference,
deviance, and queerness.

No matter who steps into the role of big
bad—the vampiric beast of season one, last
year's satanic sorceress Madame Kali (Helen
McCrory), or this season’s smoking-hot Dracula
(Christian Camargo)—they always want the
same thing: Vanessa Ives. Chosen to be Lucifer’s
bride and possessing an unknown power that
could trigger the End of Days, Vanessa must
reconcile with her dark side and affirm her
individuality, even to the most seductive of evil
mates. Devout to her Catholic God, yet intrinsi-
cally bound to Satan, she constantly vacillates
between abnegation and indulgence, restraint
and rapture.

Season one saw lves through séances, ex-
orcisms, and asylums; last year, she faced off
against the devil in her dummy doll form (just
go with it); and this season she initiates therapy
with a stern doctor (Patti LuPone) while attempt-
ing to avoid Dracula’s advances. Thanks to fear-
less Eva Green, Vanessa’s battles with her inner
oblivion are so dangerous that you fear she'll rip
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By David Goldberg A
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Not Normal

Vanessa Ives (Eva Green, foreground) faces her demons with the aid of Dr. Seward (Patti LuPone)
in Showtime's Penny Dreadful, which airs Sundays at 9 p.m. (CST).

out of her skin and crawl through the screen: she
scratches sanatorium walls, effortlessly bellows
demonic languages, and prays to her God with
bone-deep resolve. That Green’s only accolade
for her hair-raising performance is a Fangoria
Chainsaw Award puts the Emmys—and the en-
tire industry—to shame.

Vanessa's gifts threaten to burn her alive
from within, but they also make her the most
valuable woman alive. (Who else has Dracula
and the devil fighting over her like teenage
boys?) But even when her immortal suitors liter-
ally offer her the world, or even the bliss of a
normal life, Vanessa won't compromise her iden-
tity or her agency; she may be cursed, but she'd
rather die as herself than try to pass as normal.

Ives isn't the only one dealing with her dif-
ference: season three finds Josh Hartnett's strap-
ping Ethan Chandler—who moonlights as the
Wolfman—on the run in the Wild West, unable
to accept his inner savagery, while Billie Piper’s
recently liberated Bride of Frankenstein plans to
raise an army of victimized women to bring an
end to the world of men, and Dr. Jekyll (Shazad
Latif) attempts to bury the “alien, ugly things”
that fester within him by using potions and injec-
tions. That'll end well.

All metaphors aside, is Penny Dreadful actu-
ally gay? Judging by the Wolfman-Dorian Gray
make-out session in season one, or the blood-
drenched three-way in season three, this is

OutSmartMagazine.com

definitely not your library’s standard gothic hor-
ror story. Though they operate as an adoptive
family, the freaks and beasts of Victorian London
have no issue when it comes to hooking up, and
no hang-ups when it comes to the gender of
their mate.

Last season, Dorian Gray became enamored
with a trans courtesan named Angelique (Jonny
Beauchamp). Though the writers made a nice
effort to depict the real-life horror that trans
women faced in the 19th century (and today),
it felt like material for another show. In a world
of closeted ghouls and monsters, what purpose
does a mortal cipher serve?

Every season builds up to an apocalyptic
showdown, which leads to a reckoning of ex-
istential angst for the main cast. Can Vanessa
and her pals reconcile with the difference that
saves them, defines them, and may inevitably
destroy them? Penny Dreadful powerfully affirms
that embracing yourself is a life-long process.
Apparently, coming out as a wolfman, witch, or
outsider is just the beginning. No matter their
destinies, the Dreadful players will continue to
tread through the dualities of their own existenc-
es: good and evil, normal and extraordinary,
victim and monster, forever in transition, never
fixed, and never boring.

David Goldberg is a regular contributor to
OUTSMART magazine.

JONATHAN HESSION/SHOWTIME
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GrooveOur

By Gregg Shapiro

Soaking Up the Lesbhian Sounds

Terri Binion, Rachael Sage, Tret Fure, and more.

Cyndi Lauper
Detour

After 33 years
and 50 million
album sales, the
ever-versatile
Cyndi Lauper—
| one of only

20 people to
earn Emmy, Grammy, and Tony
awards—puts her signature spin
on a dozen classic country songs
fromthe ‘40s, ’50s, and ‘60s on
her new album. Wanda Jackson'’s
“Funnel of Love” is the first of a
dozen tunes made famous by art-
ists ranging from Ray Price and
Patsy Cline to Marty Robbins and
Dolly Parton. Cyndi Lauper and
country music? Not a combo that
immediately comes to mind. But
on Detour, the unpredictable siren
proves once again that her mag-
nificent voice can bring to life any
genre of music. Rhino Entertain-
ment (rhino.com). —Suzie Lynde
Epitor’s Note: The very gay-friendly
Cyndi Lauper brings her Detour
Tour to Houston on September 11 at
Revention Music Center (revention
music.center-houston.com).
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fter more than a dozen years, Terri

Binion returns with the gut-wrench-
ing The Day After the Night Before
(terribinionmusic.com), an album of loss
and survival. In the opening track “Long
Way Back,” Binion sings, “It's a long
way back to feeling good/it's a long
way back to feeling better.” Judging
by what she’s been through, she knows
what she’s singing about. The album’s
11 songs, which return her to “that shin-
ing shoreline,” were created in the after-
math of the death of her wife (and the
ensuing legal battle), as well as the loss
of both of her parents. Binion gives Mary
Gauthier a run for her money when it
comes to serious subject matter, but she's
never maudlin or overly sentimental.
Grief-stricken songs such as “Burden
Song,” “Tiny Little Land Mines,” “Walk-
ing in Circles,” “These Days,” “Green
Velvet Coat,” and “My Satellite” succeed
by being both personal and universal.

When SOAK (aka Bridie Monds-
Watson), a queer, Irish singer/song-
writer at the end of her teen years, sings
“A teenage heart/is an unguided dart/
We're trying hard/to make something
of what we are” on “B A Nobody,”
she knows what she’s talking about.

Her debut album Before We Forgot
How to Dream (Rough Trade) wears
its Tegan and Sara influences on its
tattoo sleeve. That's not a bad point of
reference, especially since SOAK takes
that inspiration and runs with it on songs
such as “Blud” and “Garden.” However,
SOAK has her own unique voice, like
Courtney Barnett, and drenches listeners
with it on “Sea Creatures,” “Hailstones
Don't Hurt,” “Shuvels,” and the instru-
mental interludes such as “A Dream to
Fly” and “If Everyone Is Someone—No
One Is Everyone.”

Released in late 2015, Sprained
Ankle (6131 Records) is the stunning
and fimeless debut by out singer/
songwriter Julien Baker. Sparse and
exquisite, the nine songs are an exciting

OutSmartMagazine.com

infroduction to Baker
as a solo artist (she
also continues to play
in the band Forrister).
Haunting and hypnotic
songs such as the title
cut, “Blacktop,” “Some-
thing,” and “Vessels”
pierce your skin and
become a part of your
very being. Baker also
knows exactly when to
vary the sonic presenta-
tion, as she does on the

soaring “Brittle Boned” and “Rejoice,” as
well as the breathtaking piano-and-vocal
closer “Go Home.”

To call lesbian singer/songwriter
Tret Fure a women’s-music legend and
pioneer isn't an exaggeration. Her profes-
sional and creative affiliation with the
legendary Olivia Records label and her
own outstanding catalog of recordings
have earned Fure a well-deserved place
among artists such as Meg Cristian, Holly
Near, Cris Williamson (an ex of Fure's),
and others. On the vivid Rembrandi
Afternoons (Tomboy Girl), Fure aug-
ments her trademark folk sound (heard
on “The Fishermen of Bristol Bay,” “Now
| Know,” “How We Dare,” and “Worry
Stone”) with the choir-driven anthem
“Freedom,” the Cajun-spiced “Tender,” the
country accent of “Riverbank,” and the
comfy pop of “Slipper Mood.”

We have Mark “Uptown Funk” Ron-
son, of all people, to thank for the re-
newed interest in funk. If there’s any musi-
cal justice, lesbian drummer Nikki Glaspie
and her band The Nth Power will also
get some much-deserved attention via its
new album, Abundance (thenthpow-
ermusic.com). Applying less-than-subtle
religious imagery to most of the songs,
The Nth Power is at its most persuasive
when it keeps the energy level high, as it
does on songs such as the fierce and fresh
“Right Now,” as well as “Waiting,” “Only
Love,” and the instrumental “Altar Call.”

When prolific queer singer/song-
writer Rachael Sage sings “Heaven
(Is a Grocery Store Clerk),” the opening
track on her new “ballet-pop” album
Choreographic (MPress), we can't
help but believe her. She's that certain of
it. Singing about the “French doors” of
her fearfulness on “French Doors,” Sage
continues to grow in new and interesting
ways. The fascinating rhythms of “Try Try
Try” and “I Don't Believe It," as well as the
commercial-power pop of “Learn to Let
You Go" and “It Would Be Enough,” are
good examples. If you didn't know better,



you might think the breakup song “Clear Today”
was a vintage Elton John tune, while the strings
on “Five Alarms” increase the heat of the song.
The mournful “7 Angels,” also featuring a string
section, includes lyrics sung in English and He-
brew. Sage’s reverent cover of Carole King's “So
Far Away” can be found as a bonus track on the
iTunes version of Choreographic.

For a long time, making cool music for kids
(and by extension the parents who often have
to listen to it while, say, stuck in a car in traffic)
has been the province of straight artists such as
Barenaked Ladies, They Might Be Giants, Ralph’s
World (Ralph Covert), Farmer Jason (Jason
Ringenberg), and Dan Zanes, to name a few. In
recent years, queer acts such as Django Jones
(featuring ex-members of Girlyman) and Laura
Doherty have proven that not only can LGBT folks
start their own families, but they can also make
family-friendly music, too. Add “electro-kindie”
artist The Singing Lizard (aka Liz DeRoche) to
the list, too. Club Called Awesome (Alpha-
beat), The Singing Lizard's delightful third album,
brings the beats to the party. Feel free to dance
and sing along to “Peace Sign,” “Beat Bot the
Robot,” “Chugga Chugga,” “Growing Up,” and
“Celebrate.” The “who you are is wonderful”
message of the album'’s centerpiece “Be Yourself”
is one to which queer folks of all ages can relate.

Gregg Shapiro is a regular contributor to
OUTSMART magazine.

gayribbean
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Gayribbean Halloween Cruise
CARNIVAL BREEZE « Oct. 30 — Nov. 6, 2016

Galveston to Montego Bay, Grand Cayman & Cozumel

e . Our Biggest Event of the YEAR!
Shows, Parties & Halloween Costume Party
Starring Tasha Kohl and many more

Gayribbean Spring Cruise
Liberty of the Seas

February 26 — March 5, 2017
Galveston to Cozumel,

Grand Cayman & Falmouth

- Gayribbean Vista Cruise
Carnival Vista

=, April8-16,2017

Miami to Grand Turk, San Juan,
St. Kitts & St. Maarten

wnw.GayribbeanCruises.com
wne  CALLTODAY! 877-560-8318

*Al cruises are subject o availabilty and rules and restrictions apply. Gayribbean Cruises on board event are private events for Gayribbean Passengers only. Gayribbean Cruises are not
all-gay cruises. Call for complete details

Available for all your Commercial and Residential Real Estate Needs

| Commercial
Gary Greene Properties

“The Woodlands )/

o

Better | GARY
o HMNES | GREENE

Lynette Lew . 713.582.2202
Residential and Commercial Realtor

Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate Gary Greene
Gary Greene Commercial Properties

Lynette@LynetteLew.com | www.LynetteLew.com

SUBSCRIBE TODAY AND SAVE!
OPERAINTHEHEIGHTS.ORG
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‘A Body, Undone’

Living on after great pain.

Boy Erased
Garrard Conley
— The son of a Baptist pas-
tor, Garrard Conley was
outed to his parents at
.19, and was faced with
an ultimatum: go to “ex-
gay” therapy and be
“cured” orrisk losing
his family, friends, and
church community. He
went. A compelling story of persever-
ance and humanity, Boy Erased digs
deep into alife lived in shadow, the
story of a survivor and not of the estab-
lishment (which have largely been the
voices heard speaking out about ex-gay
therapy). Riverhead Books (penguin
.com). —Troy Carrington

If | Was Your Girl
Meredith Russo
g Amanda Hardy is the
new girl in town. There’s
areason why she trans-
ferred schools for her
senior year, and why
she’s determined not to
get close to anyone. But
then she meets Grant Ev-
erett. She wants to share
everything about herself, but she’s terri-
fied that once she tells Grant the truth, he
won't be able to see past it. Because the
secret that Amanda’s been keeping? It's
that she used to be Andrew. The story
was partially inspired by the author’s
experiences as a tfrans woman. Flatiron
Books (usmacmillan.com). —Suzie Lynde

~

Touch your ear. Go ahead. Reach
up there and give it a tug. Either
ear, it doesn’t matter, just grab
and pull. The point is that when
you want fo tug your ear, scratch
an itch, chew your nails, or wiggle
your toes, you can, without much
effort. And once you've read A
Body, Undone by Christina Cros-
by, you'll appreciate that ability
even more.

For most of her first 50 years
on earth, Christina Crosby was
strong, confident, and determined.
She played hard, excelled at
sports, was passionate about her
professorship at Wesleyan Univer-
sity, and was planning life with
her partner, Janet.

And then everything changed:
nearly a month after her 50th
birthday, Crosby’s speedy,
custom-fit bicycle caught a branch
in its front wheel and stopped
abruptly, bucking her off to the
pavement. She took the full brunt
of the accident on her chin, which
broke her neck. Weeks later, she
woke up in ICU, a quadriplegic.
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A Body, Undone
by Christina Crosby
2016, NYU Press

(nyupress.org)
208 pages ® $22.95

Christina Crosby

When she was growing
up in a small Pennsylvania
town, Crosby and her older
brother were raised to know
that neither was better than the
other. Because Jeff was a year
older, Crosby says she often
fantasized that they were twins;
indeed, they tussled and com-
peted as though they were.

But then, as a relatively
young man, Jeff was diag-
nosed with multiple sclerosis
and was eventually wheelchair-
bound. Her old dreams and
the irony of the situation didn't
escape Crosby’s notice.

With the help of her lover,
assorted friends, and paid
caregivers, Crosby began
to learn to live differently.

She could no longer ride a
bike or motorcycle, walk,
take the stairs, or use a pen
or bathroom by herself. Get-
ting showered took two extra
people and 10 steps. Her sex
life adapted, but her bowels
did not. And though it's been

By Terri Schlichenmeyer

more than a decade since the
accident, Crosby admits that
she still has fears: she's afraid
of grief, of making peace with
her situation. Afraid that there
will come a time when she will
no longer want to live.

On many levels, A Body,
Undone is a surprise. Readers
will almost immediately notice
that author Christina Crosby
is matter-of-factly blunt. Just
as you'll learn that modesty is
nearly impossible when rely-
ing on caregiver help for the
most basic bodily functions,
you'll also learn that—at least
for Crosby—that easy attitude
extends to sharing her reality.
That's not at all a bad thing;
it's just a surprise, especially
when it comes to bathrooms,
bedrooms, and profanity.

The second, most welcome
surprise is that there’s a good
amount of warmth in this book,
despite its sometimes-wince-
inducing subject matter. It's
filled with friends and family,
and memories of them, which
seems a nice distraction from
the shocking details of Crosby's
accident and its aftermath.

This is a powerful book
that asks its readers to think
about many things. It's not
an easy read, but it’s not one
you'll easily be able to tear
yourself away from, either. A
Body, Undone won't just touch
your heart—it'll tug at your
mind, too.

Terri Schlichenmeyer has been
reading since she was three
years old, and she lives on a
hill in Wisconsin with two dogs
and 11,000 books.
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'(713) 417-0201

» Ricky Gonzalez
(713) 775-2024

Covering your real estate needs
from Top to Bottom.

WWW.REALTYWORLDUPTOWN.COM
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GAYEST

&GREATEST

2015

THE
EYE
GALLERY

SUMMER SUNGLASS SALE
JUNE 1-JULY 16
30% OFF ALL SUNGLASS FRAMES

EYEGALLERYHOUSTON.COM

1806 WESTHEIMER RD. - RIVER OAKS

2542 AMHERST ST. - RICE VILLAGE

1700 POST OAK BLVD. (NEXT TO WHOLE FOODS)
POST OAK LOCATION NOW OPEN SUNDAYS!

713.523.1279
832.831.7253
713.622.7470

SARAH MILLER, MD
Board Certified

Infectious Diseases Specialist

neuderf

infectious diseases

HIV/AIDS « Urinary tract infections
HIV-associated infections « Endocarditis
Sexually-transmitted + Bacteremia

diseases (STDs) « Wound infections

Hepatitis C « Skin & soft tissue infections
Hepatitis B + Bone &joint infections
Pneumonia + Infectious diarrhea

- C.difficile colitis
- Travel & tropical
medicine

« Tuberculosis
Atypical mycobacterial
infections

HIV Pre-exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) offered
All major insurance plans accepted

500 Medical Center Blvd., Ste. 200 - Conroe, TX 77304
t.936.539.0090 - f. 936.788.2224

wWww. idclinic.net
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OuTt THERE

Photos by Dalton DeHart

Dining Out
For Life AIDS
Foundation
Houston
April 28, 2016

Splash Events
2016
April 6, 2016

See more at
OutSmartMagazine.com
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Proudly supporting the LGBT community since ‘96
713.528.1201 1201-F Westheimer Houston TX 77006 www.copydotcom.com
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THANK YOU

Outsmart Readers
for Voting me as the

BEST FEMALE

ASTHETIC PHYSICIAN

BEST COSMETIC
SURGEON CENTER

BEST OF
ALL WORLDS

As an award-winning facial plastic surgery specialist,

Angela Sturm, MD, delivers the most advanced surgical

and non-surgical approaches to facial rejuvenation. From
rhinoplasty to facelift and from Ulthera® to the exciting new
Kybella® injectable, Dr. Sturm will help you reveal a more
youthful and confident you.

Call today to make an appointment for a consultation and
discover how you can look and feel your best in the hands
of one of Houston’s best aesthetic surgeons.

SURGICAL PROCEDURES

Rhinoplasty, Revision Rhinoplasty, Blepharoplasty (eyelid),
Browlift, Facelift, Laser Skin Resurfacing, Hair Transplants,
Otoplasty, Cheek and Chin Augmentation

NON-SURGICAL PROCEDURES

Fillers, Botox®, Kybella®, Ultherapy®, Fraxel® Dual Laser,
LIGHTSheer® Laser Hair Removal

DRANGELASTURM.COM

Rhinoplasty by Angela Sturm, MD

Ulthera by Angela Sturm, MD

FACIAL PLASTIC SURGERY ASSOCIATES
6655 Travis Street, 900, Houston, Texas 77030
713.526.5665




OuT THERE

Photos by Dalton DeHart

Montrose
Softball League
Association 2016
Softball Play
May 8 & 15, 2016

HRC 2016 Houston
Gala “Equality
Forward” at
Hilton Americas
May 21, 2016

See more at
OutSmartMagazine.com
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WHEN: Wednesday, June 15, 5:30-8:30 pm
WHERE: The IVY Lofts, 2604 Leeland St. 77003
RSVP required: 713.520.7237 ext. 730 | events@outsmartmagazine.com
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EMERGENT PATHWAYS
PSYCHOTHERAPY

Kaden J. Stanley, Psy.D.
LICENSED PSYCHOLOGIST

3303 Louisiana St. Suite 260
emergepsych.com | 346.701.1300

ks@emergepsych.com
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ST. LUKE'S PRESBYTERIAN [}HURCH
& Presbyterlan Church USA=

"
We Are a Welcumlng and Afflrm/ng Cangregat/an
- 52
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Please come experlence our church family.

SUNI]AV WURSHIP 1[]AM
SUNI]I-\V SEHUUL(ALLAGES] 9AM

[:heck nutmalemf events:
WWW. stlukespres org
713.667.6531

8915 Timberside Dr.  Hou, TX 77025
Inside Loop 610" *

Samaritan Counseling
Center of Southeast Texas

\7

Caring for Mind, Body, Spirit & Community Since 1984

Psychotherapy services for individuals
who identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, queer, or questioning
(LGBTQ). A safe, empathetic
environment for people of all
genders and sexual orientations

to find support and undertanding.

Larneka Lavalais, vs, m.ed, csc
Licensed Professional Counselor
409/727-6400 ext.219

LarnekalL@sccset.org
www.SCCSET.org

e Licensed Massage Therapist
* Medical Massage Practitioner
® Neuromuscular Therapist

832-209-6209

kloeckerb@gmail.com

Practicing Since 2009
Serving Houston & Surrounding Areas

gl Where

/ EveH/one s
PFLAG Welcome!

Helpline: 713-46P-FLAG

www.pflaghouston.org

SUPPORT + EDUCATION + ADVOCACY
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New Lesbian Romance
Anthology Benefits
The Montrose Center

n May 5, Affinity eBook Press released

It’s in Her Kiss, a book of several lesbian
romance short stories centered around various
annual holidays. The book kicks off with tales
of New Year’s Day by authors Erin O'Reilly
and Alane Hotchkin. Spend Australian Day
with author Erica Lawson. Join Ali Spooner
for St. Patrick’s Day, and Lacey Schmidt to
celebrate St. Patrick’s through Bastille Day.
Fly away with Jen Silver as she brings the
Beltane party to us. Enjoy Halloween with
Annette Mori and Charlene Neil. And last but
certainly not least, we have Christmas with
authors TJ and Annette Mori. It's in Her Kiss
is available as an e-book from affinityebooks.
com or Amazon for $5.99. All proceeds
will be donated to The Montrose Center to
support their mission of empowering the LGBT
community and their families.

Identity Tequila
Shows Support for
LGBT Community

Founded by Casa Maestri in the Mexican
town of Tequila, Jalisco, Identity Tequila

is showing its LGBT pride in a big way.
“Every single person is different, whether

it's your skin color, race, gender, or sexual
orientation, we are all unique in our own
way,” the company says. “This is our Identity.
In particular, we support the LGBT community
by putting recognizable rainbow colors in
the makeup of a fingerprint on our bottles.”
Identity Tequila, produced at the most-
awarded tequila distillery in Mexico, is made
from 100 percent Blue Weber agaves from
both the Highland and Lowland regions. For
more information, visit identitytequila.com.

Got News? Send your business news fo
QurSmArT, 3406 Audubon Place,
Houston, TX 77006,
or e-mail to letters@outsmartmagazine.com.



continued from page 105

long view, examining how the event changed
the character of Houston over two decades
from several perspectives: political, victims’
rights, and community activism.

Since February, Houston Public Media’s
Ernie Manouse, producer of the documentary,
has conducted in-depth interviews with such
people as Queer Nation co-founder David
Fowler, former mayor Annise Parker and her
wife, Kathy Hubbard, longtime community
activists Ray Hill and Jack Valinski, former
Queer Nation member Gloria Rubac, and state
representative Garnet Coleman, who worked
to pass hate-crimeslegislation covering LGBT
people in the 1990s.

“Iwanted to explore the question of
[whether or not the murder of Paul Broussard
was] Houston’s Stonewall,” Manouse observes.

A quarter-century later, Broussard’s mur-
der still evokes strong feelings.

“I'm amazed by how many people don’t
want to partake of this project—how many
people want to let sleeping dogs lie. I'm sur-
prised by how polarizing this case still is,” says
Manouse. “I've encountered people who said,
‘If youtalk to this person, I won’t be in your
documentary.’ We had one person who said,
“You shouldn’t be doing this documentary; it
will only re-open old wounds.’

“There seem to be two schools of thought
on this case,” continues Manouse. “One camp
views what happened to Paul Broussard as a
hate crime. Another camp views itasanin-
stance of out-of-control, drunk kids who com-
mitted manslaughter.

“I believe that [the community’s response
to the murder of Paul Broussard] influenced
the 1991 mayoral election,” Manouse says.
“[Former Houston mayor] Bob Lanier paid
very close attention to victims’ rights. Victims’
rights changed with the appointment of Andy
Kahan by Bob Lanier to be a victims’ right
advocate in City Hall. It changed law enforce-
ment and the way that they looked at the gay
community. 1991 was the year that Annise
Parker first ran for public office.

“Ithink the perception of gay people was
altered by the public at large, because you had
arally that included straight people,” Manouse
says. “It paved the way for the start of under-
standing and acceptance of the gay community
by the heterosexual community.

“When I started this documentary, I didn’t
want to rip the scab offthe wound, and leave
it. That’s why we wanted to do alive town hall.
We wanted to use it as an educational tool. We
want to use this to help the community move
forward,” Manouse concludes. “Paul Brous-
sard should not have died in vain.”

Andrew Edmonson won the Award of Special
Merit from the Texas Chapter of the National
Lesbian and Gay Journalists Association.

FINALIST
T) 2015

Celina & Carlos

515 Westheimer. 713 524-7858

www:hairsalonhouston.com

Mon. - Fri. 10am - 7pm | Sat. 10am - 5pm | Sun. Closed

——WHLTE PLATE ART——
7R CLASSES

PRIDE SPECIAL - 15% OFF CLASSES

Use coupon code PRIDE15%OFF and get 15% off your
total purchase when you spend $100 or more.
Offer expires 7/31/16.

—— WHITEPLATEART.COM ———

<
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ANDY’S ALL-STAR

PEST CONTROL
—713-732-7742

Complete Pest Control Service
6 Month Warranty - on Standard Pest Control

This is Termite Swarming Season
Call us to Protect your Investment
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GLBT CRUISES & TOUR EVENTS
Qnii=2ves
I adivision ofCuseCe ter

(800) 592-9058

www.AquafestCruises.com

Don't Let Them Make a
Monkey Out of You!!

346-247-4249
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0 u ts m a rt Ad Ve rt i Se rs Get your business listed here. Call 713/520-7237 ext 10 for details.

ACCOMMODATIONS/HOTELS

L’Emerson Corporate Lodging
Lemerson.net

The Sam Houston Hotel
TheSamHoustonHotel.com......... 832/200-8807
The San Luis Resort

53rd & Seawall ...........ccvrrsrrrreernnnes 800/392-5937
South Shore Harbour

2500 South Shore Blvd................ 281/334-1000
The Villas At The San Luis

5222 Seawall Blvd......................... 800/392-5937

Who Made The Cake
WhoMadeTheCake.com................ 713/528-4719
CATERING SERVICES

Catering by Benno
BennosOfGalveston.com........... 409/762-3666
David Alcorta Catering
davidalcorta.net............ccoooeevrrrvneee 832/439-0224
Jim Benton of Houston Catering

2811 Eastman ........ccc.oeeevvermererieenes 713/802-2860

CHURCHES/SPIRITUAL CENTERS

ACCOUNTANTS/BOOKKEEPERS/ CPAS

Gary Gritz, CPA
230 Westcott, Ste 210. 713/784-3030

ARTISTS/ART GALLERIES/MUSEUMS

Jumper Maybach
238 W 19th St 832/523-4249

ADVERTISING

Alton LaDay Media

3730 Kirby, Ste 1200........ AltonLaDayMedia.com
OutSmart Magazine

3406 Audubon .........coooeeeerveevrnennnnns 713/520-7237

AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING

Newport Air
NEWPOrtair.nNet ..........eeeeeeees 281/808-8630

ARCHITECTS

Living Mosaic Church

4920 Cullen.......ooooeeeeeeeeeeemmnnsrnn 832/659-0686

Resurrection MCC

2025 W TTtH ceooeveeeeeeeeceeenensnnnenns 713/861-9149

St. Luke’s Presbyterian Church

8915 Timberside Dr..........ccceuuveee Stlukespres.org

St Paul’s United Methodist Church

5501 MaiN ...cccreereerrrenessssseeeesseeeees 713/528-0527
CLEANING SERVICES

Perfection Plus
713/664-9911

CLOTHING/FASHION
Mezlan Shoes
www.mezlan.com...

.281/940-3260

George Country Sports Bar

617 FQIIVIEW ...eeeeeeeeeenesseeeeeeeeeeeenes 713/528-8102
Gilbert & Sullivan Society
GilbertandSullivan.org .......... 281-724-8363
Guava Lamp

570 Waugh DI. .......ceeurrreereeeeeeenns 713-524-3359
Houston Eagle

611 Hyde Park...........cccousmreeees HoustonEagle.com
Island ETC (East-End Theatre Company)
[T Te | LG0T - SO 409/762-3556
JR’s/Santa Fe

808 PaCifiC.......coorrrerrreeemsrrreeerreenens 713/521-2519

Lake Charles
Visitlakecharles.org/greattimes....800/456-7952
La Torretta Lake Resort & Spa

600 La Torretta Blvd......... Latorrettalakeresort.com
Meteor

2306 GENESEE ....oureerererrererrsenens 713/521-0123
Miller Outdoor Theater

6000 Herman Park.......Milleroutdoortheatre.com

Ministry

709 Franklin ... MinistryHouston.com
Montrose Mining Company

805 PaCifiC.....uurreerrrnrreeesssnnsrenens 713/529-7488
Opera In The Heights

Operaintheheights.org... ..713/861-5203
Pearl Bar

4216 Washington Ave............ pearlhouston.com

RadioPride.FM

Morningside Architects _ COMMUNITY/NONPROFIT _RadioPride.FM HEALTH CARE-EMERGENCY CENTERS
MorningsideArchitects.com.......713/529-2630 Bering Support Network 13-526-1017 ext.20 Rich’s Houston Elite Care 24 Hour Emergency Center
-526-1017, ext. 2401 San Jacinto................. RichsNIghtClub.com 2500 Rice Blv.............. EliteCareEmergency.com
Tiilv Roddv A :\SITROLOGER Diana Foundation . . Ripcord
illy Roddy Astrology T3fsa0saay TheDianaFoundation.org 715 Fairview Stooo 713/521-2792 HEALTH CARE-CHIROPRACTIC
gfeattel' :'_glésTth? LGET Chamber g;,zc?:,Tom;ggg Rudyard’s Kirby Health & Wellness/Kenneth W. Lester, D.C.
ouston amber.com....... -510- .
ATTORNEYS/LEGAL SERVICES Humanists of Houston éo](? Wangthf ....... o A ..... 713/521-0521 1603 Shepherd ........cooooreeeeeeeeennnns 713/526-5252
Garate-Cooper, PLLC humanistsofhouston.org........... 901/609-4464 s?ﬁ'ﬁﬁi’.s‘:’ﬂﬁ :rg erforming “57 132274772 HEALTH CARE-COUNSELING/THERAPY
$:faée€‘;°ﬁ9fé°";--ﬁ-_ ------------------- 713/370-9700 | shian Health Initiative (LHI) Stark Naked Theaire Brain Health Consultants
i gd |{_| g odDo_o ivorce —— 401 B.ranard ....... s Ihihouston.org 1824 SPFING Stevvrrn starknakedtheatre.com brainhealthconsultants.com.......713/489-5000
u1delotoodDIVOrce.com.......... Lesbians Over Fifty (L.0.A.F.) Texas Dragon Boat Association D. “Woodja” Flanigan, MS, LPA
Gonzalez Olivieri LLC www.loafhouston.org g 2600 SW Fwy, Ste 409................ 713/589-9804
onzalezolivierillc.com 713/481-3040 texasdragonboat.com...........c...... 713/205-7373 !
iaﬁne enechmanLip MyGayHouston.com Theater LaB Houston Dr. Daniel Garza, MD
1854 Southirore T13/8081001 s MyGayHouston.com/discover  theaterlabhouston.com.............. 713/868-7516 2323 Shepherd, Set 805............ 281/610-8190
K dL Grm— Out 4 Brunch Vicki Shaw Dr. Barry . Gritz, MD
i 855/ KEN-NLAW  OUtDUNC.COM 832/228-6138  VickishaW.COM v 281/549-4578 230 Westcott, Ste 210............... 713/869-7400
Law Office of Robert Hohenb OutReach United South Beach Emergent Pathways
2;3’0 Wi'l‘é‘:e"st s‘ieesroo ohen 9’979]'3 /680-9454 OutReachUnited.org ........o..... 832/294-2944 810 Pacific.... .713/529-7623  CMergepsyCh.Com v 346/701-1300
L fice of K berl DM """" Ryan White Planning Council Stages Theatre f'T Counsplmg, LLC
aw ‘; 'cﬁ of Kimberly L. Moss rWpCcHOUStON.OFG .oveeeeeeeeeceereee 713-572-3724 StagesTheatre.com...........o..... 713-527-0123 fitcounselingllc.com ........coee..e 832/919-6497
Mosslawhouston.com................... 713/574-8626 Theatre Under the Stars Ken McLeod, LCSW, ACSW
moore an:HHul:t Attorneys at Lav7v] 522282 COMPUTERS/INTERNET/IT SERVICES ~ TUTS.COM et 713/558-TUTS :ﬁg‘:\n":ni:’:gesézt:e‘?o -------------- 713/628-1776
ooreandHuNt.coM........o.ccccseee - Copy.com Tony’s Corner Pocket
Olivas Law Group, PLLC 1201-F Westheimer. 713/5281201 817 W Dallas o 832/722-7658 401 BraNAN- 713/529-0037
www.olivaslawgroup.com........ 832/384-4557 Toyota Center Denise 0’Doherty, LPC, LMFT, LCDC, RN
Clyde Williams, Attorney T th?tOKING CLASSES Houstontoyotacenter.com.......... 713/758-7200 3730 Klgby, Ste 9108[‘. ----- 713/524-9525
713/236-0064 e Flate Ar Up & Down on Washington Robert Snellgrove, LMSW-ACP
Whiteplateart.Com ... 832/9300010 4105 Washington e e 832/766.7852 4617 Montrose, Ste C206.........713/522-7014
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS Wareh Live Christine Wysong
CIeaE Lak?l%ow Shop C' ) DRUGS/PHARMACY 813 St Emanuel St............ warehouselive.com 230 Westcott.Ste 210 ... 713/869-7400
495 Coryell St, League City........ 832/535-2087 AvitaPharmacy.com
RMS Auto Care 713/489-4362 FENG SHUI & ENERGY SERVICES HEALTH CARE-DENTISTS
1759 Westheimer Rd.................... 713/529-5855 Tomorrow’s Key Bayou City Smiles/Marcus de Guzman, DDS
Tech Auto Maintenance EDUCATION/TRAINING www.tomorrowskey.com............ 713/952-5429 4000 Washington.........oeeo.. 713/518-1411
37 Waugh .......cceniiinssiiinninnns 713/863-8244 Houston Community College C t Dental Specialists
hces.edu/diversity o I': ER_I“"TY/ GYNECOLOGY 2902 Shepherd D:, X op— 713/230-8350
AUTOMOTIVE SALES spire Fertility Cory Logan, DDS
Advantage BMW/Midtown ELECTRIC ENERGY PROVIDERS ﬁif"::fz;t;:z;‘;";m |veMed|c|ne7 13/4253003 5 W aUgh o 713/942-8598
2101 San Jacinto @ Gray..............713/289-1200 Brilliant Energy h h Polish Dentistry, Dianna Wilde, DDS
Beck & Masten Buick/GMC Brilliantenergy.com............ 877/789-g801  Www.infertilitytexas.com.....281/281-332-0073 g ey g a T T T 713/942-0101

12820 GUIf FWY..ovoeeeeeerereeeereennns 888/690-4291

Beck & Masten Kia

beckmastenkia.com............ccoou.... 281/539-1111

Clear Lake Fiat

15695 Gulf Freeway...........ccccevveeees 281/617-4923

Central Houston Cadillac

2520 MaiN St..ooovveeeeeeeeeeeereeeenenneens 832/981-7590

David Taylor Cadillac

10422 Southwest Fwy................. 713/777-7151
BAKERIES/CUSTOM CAKES

Acadian Bakers

604 W. Alabama...
David Alcorta Catering
davidalcorta.net..........ccooeuvveersnenns 832/439-0224

Dessert Gallery
DessertGallery.com.

..713/520-1484

..713-522-9999
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ENTERTAINMENT/NIGHT LIFE

Avant Garden

411 Westheimer Rd........c.....un.... 832/287-5577
Axelrad

1517 Alabama St...........ccesmerrerrennne 713/597-8800
Bayou City Bar & Grill

2409 Grant St........cooceeeeeeeennns BayouCityBar.com

Bayou City Concert Musicals
BayouCityConcertMusicals.org..... 713/465-6484
Bradley David Entertainment
BradleyDavidEntertainment.com...713/487-6076

Dirty Disco

611 Hyde Park..........ccccc... DirtyDiscoMusic.com
F*Bar

0PN [TE: 1 | OO FBARHouston.com
Free Press Summer Festival

FPSF fpsf.com

OutSmartMagazine.com

The Gym
1950 W. Gray St......oeeeeeeeumeeeennnns 713/527-8000
FLOORING / CARPETING

Floor Coverings International
HoustonHeights.FloorCoveringsinternational.
(0] 1 N 832/305-5204

FOOD/SPECIALTY & SPIRITS
Bud Light

Budlight.com

Dripping Springs Vodka & Gin
drippingspringsvodka.com
E y Liquor/Galvest

1911 231d Steveeeeeeeeemmereeeeeeeeeeeeeenens 409/763-6091
16708 FM 3005........meceveeemrecerrrnnnns 409/737-3341
Identity Tequilla

..................................... www.identitytequilla.com
Spec’s

Specsonling.Ccom .........oeeeeereeees 888/526-8787

FUNERAL SERVICES
Leslie Bonnie/Dignity Memorial 713/725-2006

HAIR/NAIL/MAKE-UP SALONS

Green Apple

T19 W, Gray St....ccoeeevevesceesrienns 713/521-0500
NU-Cuts Hair Salon

515 WesStheimer ... 713/524-7858

Houston IVF
houstonivi.Net..........cccceceeemrrrrrennns 713/561-3439

FINANCIAL PLANNING/BANKS

Grace Yung/Midtown Financial
3355 Alabama, Ste 180.........c..... 713/355-9833

WeIIsFargoBank ........ www.WellsFargo.com

FITNESS CLUBS/PERSONAL TRAINERS

Club Houston

2205 Fannin .......cooeeeeevvveseeneessne 713/659-4998
Define Body

DEFINEbody.com
Fit Athletic Club
FitHouston.com .........cceevceessmerceennns 713/STAYFIT
Houston Gym
LT LT 1Ty DO 713/880-9191

LifeSmiles by Randy Mitchmore, DDS
1722 W. Alabama.... .. 713/592-9300

Bruce W. Smith, DDS

L0 T Y T T O — 713/529-4364
Sunlight Dental Group
SunlightDentalGroup.com............ 832-243-1740

HEALTH CARE-OPHTHALMOLOGISTS
Houston Eye Associates/Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD
5420 Dashwood, Ste 101............... 713/668-9118

HEALTH CARE-OPTOMETRISTS
Boutique Eye Care

2502 Woodhead.............ocoeeerrerrneeee 713/528-2010
Eye Contact
2055 WeStheimer .........coooeeeuuveee. 713/520-6600



Eye Gallery

1806B Westheimer ... 713/523-1279
2542 Amherst 832/831-7253
1700 Post Oak Blvd, Ste 110.........713/622-7470
Eye to Eye

Lk 1T L1 1 O 713/864-8822
Shumaila Haji, 0D/Texas State Optical
EnergyCorridorTSO.com............... 832/7704926
Roland Montemayor, 0D/Texas State Optical
EnergyCorridorTSO.com.............832/770-4926
River Oaks Vision

1426 W. Gray.....ccoommeevveensecerssenns 713/640-2020
Spectacles on Montrose

4317 Montrose, Ste. 2 .......cooueuvnne 713/529-3937
Spring Eye Associates

6640 Cypresswood D................. 281/355-9090
Woodlands 20/20

1440 Lake Woodlands Dr.......832/412-2020

HEALTH CARE-PHYSICIANS

Octavio Barrios, MD
507 West Gray
7106 Spencer Highway .

Carroll Clinic/James M. Carroll MD, AAHIVS
Donnie Harvey, MPAS, PA-C

4101 Greenbriar, Set 208............. 713/520-6360
Gordon Crofoot, MD

Maggie White, FNP-BC

3701 Kirby, Ste 1230 .......cccccevvuneee 713/526-0005
Elite Care 24 Hour Emergency Center

2500 Rice Blv........... EliteCareEmergency.com
McClung Clinic/Tony S. McClung, MD

1213 Hermann, Ste 520................ 713/528-3444
M. Sandra Scurria, MD

6565 West Loop South, Ste 300..281/661-5901
Signature Care Emergency Center
ERcare24.com

HEALTH CARE-PLASTIC SURGERY

Body Affirming Surgeries

6655 Travis St. ......ccceeeeeemmssmreeeeseeees 713/524-4538

Camille G. Cash M.D.

Camillecashmd.com.........ccccouee..s 713/571-0600

Facial Plastic Surgery Associates

6655 Travis St........c.cuueeeemmmeeeenees 713/526-5665

Medcure Anti Aging & Skincare

5373 W. Alabama.........ccooessmmerrrrrnees 713-522-1122
HEALTH CARE-SERVICES

V.Y 1 aarp.org/houston

Apollo Image Enhancement Center

Apolloimage.net..............cen. 713/669-0031

Center of Reproductive Medicine (CORM)
1015 Medical Center Blvd, Ste. 2100

LT X T ) 281-332-0073
Houston Area Community Services/HACS
2150 W 18th St. weeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenes 713/426-0027
Legacy Community Health Services

215 Westheimer.............ccooueeeerneee. 713/830-3000
Research Access Network

4101 Greenbriar Dr #200........... 713/526-7736
Ryan White Planning Council

RWPCHOUStON.OTG....oovourereerrrs 713/572-3784

St. Hope Foundation

OfferingHope.org ...........coeeeeees 713/778-1300
HEALTH CARE-SKIN CARE

Heights Dermatology/Alpesh Desai, MD

2120 Ashland........cooosrrererrrereeeeeenns 713/864-2650

Skin Renaissance Laser/Octavio Barrios, MD

507 West Gray..........eeeeeesmeeeeees 713/942-7546

HEALTH CARE-UROLOGISTS

McClung Clinic/Tony S. McClung, MD
1213 Hermann, Ste 520................ 713/528-3444

HEALTH CARE-WEIGHT LOSS CLINICS

Dr. B-Fit/ Octavio Barrios, MD

517 West Gray .........eeeeesssmnreeens 713/942-7546
HOME FURNISHINGS/ACCESSORIES
Cantoni

9889 Westheimer .........occeeeeeeeeens cantoni.com

Coda

355 W. 19th St weveeeeeeeeeeeeereeeeeeeens 713/864-4411
EC Furniture Outlet

9200 Hempstead Rd., Ste 150 .....713/725-2405
Fountains and Statuary

11804 Hempstead Rd ..............cunner 713/957-3672
Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams

4091 Westheimer.... ....832/397-5130

HOME REMODELING/RENOVATIONS

CHouse Renovations
www.chouserenovations.com 713/966-9390

INSURANCE AGENCIES/AGENTS

PRINTING/COPY CENTERS
Copy.com
1201-F Westheimer.........ccccccccceer 713/528-1201

Kathy Huynh Agency

5151 Katy Freeway .........cccoouuveeees 713/893-3914
McShane Insurance Services
mcshaneinsurance.com713/439-7504 6575 W
Loop S, Ste 185....cuvveeurrereirreens 713/661-7700
Melvin Maltz., LUTCF
silverfox.org/bio-maltz-mel.html......713/291-6343
Patrick Torma/State Farm

3329 Telephone, Ste B2.........c..... 832/649-4311

REAL ESTATE-MORTGAGE/TITLE

JEWELERS

Jay Landa Jewelers

2412 Rice BIVA ..ovvverreeereeeeeeeeennnns 713/807-1644
Loggins Jewelers

14015 Southwest FWy...............ue..r 281/242-2900
Select Jewelers

2221 5. VoSS RA....ooereeereeeeerrrinnne 713/789-3359
Silverlust

1338-C Westheimer...
Zadok

Zadok.com ... 713/960-8950

...713/520-5440

Academy Mortgage/Cody Grizzoffi

601 Sawyer Street, Ste 660.......... 832/541-1103
Chicago Title - Inner Loop

3700 Buffalo Speedway, Ste 400..... 713-418-7000
Nikki Richmond/Mortgage Services
innerlooploans.com ..832/763-1315

Republic Mortgage/Robert M. Spiegel

LANDSCAPING/GARDENING

A.J.’s Landscaping & Design, Inc.

AlsLandscaping.com...........co...... 713/957-0449
McDugald-Steele
dugald le.com 713/868-8060
MASSAGE THERAPISTS

Brent Kloecker, RMT
brentsmassagetherapy.com......832/209-6209
Ryan Fugate, RMT
RyanMassageWorks.com............. 713/269-7926
Joel Leal, RMT

713/397-8808
River Oaks Advanced Bodyworks

3330 Audley St.......oeeeereeeererrnnnnns 281/753-1875
Stan’s Hands
1617 Westheimer Rd #17............. 832/526-6520
PEST CONTROL SERVICES
Andy’s All Star Pest Control
713/732-7742
PET SERVICES & SUPPLIES
Aquarium World
13157 Northwest Fwy................... 713/329-9989

John Andrews Pet Salon

johnandrewspetsalon.com.......... 713/963-9595

Last Wishes
www.lastwishes.com....
Midtown Veterinary Hospital
MidtownVetHospital.com............ 713-528-4900
Molly’s Mutthouse

3407 Montrose
3410 N. Shepherd.
2755 Vossdale.
South By South Vets
Southbysouthvets.com.com........713/987-3237
Spay-Neuter Assistance Program

SNAPUS.OTG. covveerrerrrresseeensssssnsenens 713/862-3863
West Alabama Animal Clinic

2030 W. Alabama...

....713/452-0474

...832/581-2453
..713/426-6888
281/501-9062

....713/528-0818

2121 Sage Road, Ste 140............... 713/961-5363

Stewart Title/Michael Caballero

603 W. 11th coeeeeeeeevenenssseeennnnnees 713/401-1850
REAL ESTATE-REALTORS

Jared Anthony / RE/MAX Inner Loop

Ichoosejared.com...........ccesrreeees 832/570-5726

Bob Beszhorn/Boulevard Realty

1545 HEights ..ooeeeeeeeeeeeecceeeesennnnnns 281/650-2726

Eric Bradley

InTheLoopProperties.com........ 713-252-7205

David Bowers/The House Company/Galveston
David@DavidBowers.com.......... 409/763-2800
Fontaine Carroll Properties
5000 Montrose Blvd............. 713/829-6883
Carlo Chiocchio/Martha Turner
713/898-3434
Deldric Comeaux, United Real Estate
832-643-8477
Melanie Combs/Boulevard Realty

Yourblvd.com cococcessccccseennnns 713/862-1600
Karen Derr/Karen Derr Realty
karenderr.com ....713/875-7050

Pamela Efferson / Keller Williams Realty
SellingHomesInHouston.com.....713/822-8555
Jeremy Fain/Greenwood King Properties
713/677-4337
Allen Frieze / Keller Williams Realty

allensoldit.cOM.....ooevevvurmrreerrrnnns 832/419-9969
The vy Lofts
theivylofts.com. ........cuvvveeererereennns 713/489-5638

Ed Gonzalez/Keller Williams

5050 Westheimer Ste 200............ 713-824-7980
Richard Hill/Keller Williams
richardhill.com...................... 713/863-9494
Wade Knight / Martha Turner Sotheby’s
WadeKnight.com.. 713-582-0264
Debbie Levine/Greenwood King Properties
713/942-6857
Drew Mason / John Daugherty Realtors
johndaugherty.com/drewmason.........832/567-8461
Julia Mickum - eHome Houston
eHomeHouston.com..............ees 281/851-2015
Jerek Navratil

832-712-0079

Neptune Properties

www.neptunetx.com ... 409/935-9156
Lynette Lew/Better Homes and Gardens
LynetteLew.com 713/582-2202
Vinod Ramani/Urban Living Realtors

5023 Washington..........ccoeeeeeees 713/868-7226
Realty World Uptown

710 N. Post Oak, Ste 311............. 713/936-0779
Richard Ray/John Daugherty Realtors
johndaugherty.com.........cccoccevveeer .713/416-3931

Acadian Bakers

604 W.AIQDAMA ....oooovvrrecererernenns 713/520-1484
Benno’s On The Beach
1200 Seawall BIVd.........coovevvvverernnns 409/762-4621

Bollo Woodfired Pizza
2202A W. Alabama St ........... bollohouston.com
Campesino Coffee House

2602 Waugh..........campesinocoffeehouse.com
Candylicious/The Chocolate Bar

1835/1837 W. Alabama................ 713/520-8599
2521 University Blvd 713/520-8888
Crave Sushi

2900 Travis St......uueeeeeeeeesssssnnnnnns 713-527-8744
Danton’s Gulf Coast Seafood Kitchen

4611 MONErOSE ..ooonvvvvrrererrrrsrennns 713/807-8889

Dessert Gallery
DessertGallery.com..
Giacomo’s

3215 Westheimer ..............uweeeeeeees 713/522-1934
Ginger & Fork
gingerandforkrestaurant.com.....713/861-8883
Gloria’s

2616 Louisiana............. GloriasRestaurants.com
Jenni’s Noodle House

3111 S. Shepherd...
2027 Post Oak ...
602 East 20th
Laurenzo’s Restaurant
4412 Washington..
Maine-ly Sandwiches
3310 S. Shepherd Drive ...
10745 North Freeway

.713-522-9999

.713/523-7600
.713/621-4200
.713/862-3344

.713/880-5111

713/942-2150
....281/820-8920

Myth Kafe

1010 Praire St.......eeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeenens mythkafe.com
Niko Niko’s

2520 Montrose.. .713/528-4976
301 Milam St.. .713/224-4976

288 & 518 Inside HEB...
Pizzeria Solario

... 281/449-4976

3333 Weslayan, ste 100................ 713/892-8100
Phoenicia

1001 AUSEIN Steceeeeeeeeemmssreereeeeeeenees 832/360-2222
Prohibition Supperclub & Bar

1008 Praire St .......ceeeeereeeereeeeeeens 281/940-4636
Fajitas A Go Go
FajitasAGOGO.COM...cvvvvvveeumrrrereenns 713/661-0501

Rita’s Italian Ice & Custard
2802 White Oak Dr....RitasOfHoustonHeights.com
Rivas Italian Restaurant

1117 Missouri St. ... 713/529-3450

POLITICIANS Caroline Schlemmer/Greenwood King
State Rep. Garnet Coleman CarolineSchlemmer.com.. 713/446-2716
GarnetColeman.comMu . 713/520-5355 Alexander Song/Keller Williams Southwest
City Councilmember Ellen Cohen har.com/alexsong............ccccouue. 832/533-5308
Ellencohen.com ........oeeeeersnees 832/393-3004 Tom Schwenk/The House Company
Mayor Sylvester Turner TheHouseCompany.com.............. 713-857-2309
X010 G (01T L — 713/392-6011 Tim Surratt/Greenwood King
713/320-5881
PHOTOGRAPHERS VJ Tramonte/Joe Tramonte Realty
Dalton DeHart Photography 1802 Broadway/Galveston.......... 409/765-9837
DaltonDehart.com...........cccummsmmnens 713/622-2202 Andy Weber/John Daugherty Realtors
Yvonne Feece Photography 520 POSt OaK......coooovverrreerernnnneenns 713/724-4306
yvonnefeece.com .......eeeeennns 832/876-1053
REAL ESTATE SERVICES
PLUMBING Brokers Only
U-Plumb-It Plumbing Supply brokersonly.org ... 713/302-7036
1424 MoNtrose .....ooceeuseusearsanens 713-942-2277
Village Plumbing & Appliance RESTAURANTS/COFFEE/WINE BARS
5803 KirbY w.occvvserernsoes 713/224-DRIP(3747) 1308 Annex
POOL & POOL SERVICES 322 Westh_eimer ............................. 713/807-8101
Tranquility Pools 1308 Cantina
1308 MONErOSe ....oovvveevreescrarrinnns 281/807-8996

713/447-9201

OutSmartMagazine.com |

Rudyard’s
PO (VR 1T | O 713/521-0521
continved on page 165
Why give
Why would you buy a
your money cake from someone who
toa doesn’t want
business to sell you one?
that
does not
support
diversity?
Whether
you're look-
ing for the

butcher, the

baker, or the candlestick maker,
OutSwmarT can help you find equality-
minded businesses that appreciate you
and provide vital community support.

Read OuTSMART, so you can have
vour cake and eaqualitv. too.

QutvSmart

For advertising and subscription
information, call 713/520-7237.

www.OutSmartMagazine.com
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ACCOMMODATIONS

Real help. &2
(
PC HomeTleck
In-Home
Computer Services

ey 832.496.9246
m )

DEXTER’S

FIVE STAR SERVICE

HOME & OFFICE
CLEANING

\ DESIGNATED
\ DRIVER SERVICE

HOUSE
& PET
SITTING

EMPLOYMENT

State Farm Insurance Agent located in
Bellaire, TX is seeking on outgoing, career-
ariented professional to join their team
fulltime as an Insurance Sales Representative.
The posifion requires good customer service
and relationship skills, A positive attitude is
a must. Go our website for Rull details and to
apply. hito://JanStomel. SFAgentjobs.com

Awesome
Massage & Spa

™ g

Barry, LMT ‘

ER
E 201 3
10% Off for New Clients
awesomemassagespa.com

Thank you for supporting
OutSmart advertisers!

INCALL/OUTCALL MASSAGE
HOLIDAY GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Houston's
~.Awardz
Winning.

713.542.0426

ZeppelinMassage.com
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Reward Yourself
A NIGE TOUGH, RELAXATION
OF BODY AND MIND BY

LEE

Centrally Located, 7 Days.
Evanings, Cut Calls Welcome

832.978.7017

POOL SERVICES

TAN MANE

MOBILE AIRBRUSH TANNING
- .
* NO ST_REAKING L]
e (R
- NO ORANGE TONE
- AR—
» 100% NATURAL APPEARING
-
» SPECIAL GROUP RATES
.

* WE COME TO YOU

ment.

i
4804

Upholstery
& Refinishing

409.420.6231 « skydivegalveston.com

LEARN TO SURF

For an appointment
call 409-770-9455
csickd9@yahoo.com
www.c-sicksurfin.com

7 Wihere
Q:) v Euerya.he rs
PrLAG Welcome!

Helpline: 713-48P-FLAG

e pflaghouston.org
SUPPORT + EDUCATION + ADVOCACY

Experience a healing
Reiki session by a
gay-friendly Reiki Master.

8| Great location and
. relaxed vibe all come
together for you to ex-
perience relief from de-
pression or any physi-
calissue. Sessions are
about 45-minutes and
my rate is $75.00.

For information, call 877/708-3579
or visit www.HoustonReiki.com,

—

The Wax Master

Specializing in Men's Body Waxing

713.600.1027

thewaxmaster.com
{WEiSE-’E PC BUPPORTED ORLY)

i ALL AcCcCESS \
1713.590.9090

omercmes 1.877.510.3344 L

L HARDLINECHAT.COM !

i -

Thank you for supporting
OutSmart advertisers!
Please remember
to tell them you saw

their ad in OQutSmart!

MARKETPLACE
ADVERTISING RATES

Deadline:
June 15 for the July issue.
For rates/information
call 713/520-7237 ext. 10.



OUTSMART ADVERTISERS
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David Alcorta Catering

davidalcorta.net...........ooccccccoccceer 832/439-0224
Dessert Gallery
DessertGallery.com..........ccoo. 713-522-9999
Who Made The Cake
WhoMadeTheCake.com................ 713/528-4719

WEDDING SERVICES - CATERERS

Ruggles River Oaks

2305 West Alabama..................... 713/533-0777

Skinny Rita’s

607 West Gray St 832/834-4430

4002 North Main St.. 832/831-6895

Tradicao Brazillian Steakhouse

120000 Southwest Fwy................. 281/277-9292

Urban Eats

3514 Washington Ave.................. .832/834-4417
SPECIALTY RETAIL

Fabrictopia

6959 Harwin Dr. Ste. 103 ............. 713/977-0749

Frazier’s Concrete

23200 HWY 6...oovveeererecnrirenneens 979/921-2906

Grasten Power Techonologies
www.grastengenerators.com.....281/259-6500
Light Bulbs Unlimited

1203 Westheimer
Pure for Men
........................................... www.pureformen.com

713/521-2090

TELEPHONES/CELL/WIRELESS

Premier Wireless

12220 MUFPRY ovveeeveveevvveeerseennnnnes 281/575-8500
TRAVEL/TRAVEL AGENCIES

Aquafest

Aquafestcruises.com.................. 800/592-9058

Concierge Travel, Inc

4920 MiMOSA......eerrreerrrsrsssmssrrnns 713/661-2117

Gayribbean Cruises

GayribbeanCruises.com............. 877/560-8318

Mark Hoyer/Travel Experts
832-655-6968

WEDDING SERVICES - BAKERS

Catering by Benno
BennosOfGalveston.com.......... 409/762-3666

David Alcorta Catering

davidalcorta.net...........cccoeeeeeervunnee 832/439-0224
Jim Benton of Houston Catering
2811 Eastman .......cc..ooevveveerrvnennns 713/802-2860

WEDDING SERVICES - SERVICES

Bradley David Entertainment
BradleyDavidEntertainment.com. 713/487-6076
Pop Up Wedding Houston
PopUpWeddingHouston.com..... 832/816-4475

WEDDING SERVICES - VENUES

Aloft Hotels
5415 Westheimer Rd........cccocccueeees 713/986-7759

La Torretta Lake Resort & Spa
600 La Torretta....... LaTorrettaLakeResort.com

The Lyceum

2401 Winnie, Galveston Tx...... 409/789-4142
Marriott Houston North

255 N. Sam Houston Pkwy East.281/875-4000

Moody Mansion, Galveston
2618 Broadway .........ooccceeeeeeeeeennnns 409/762-7668

Pass The Bar Events
passthebareventservices.com......... 832/903-6968

Thank You

Acadian Bakers

604 W, Alabama......ooocooero. nis/s20-484  fOrsupporting our advertisers!

Right-now_is the perfect uppnrtuhity S *
fEc TD o - T0 BE PROUD OF WHO VOU'RRE= e o)
e B < TO B COMPASSIONATETO— . [Moacers for veting me
YOURSELF AND OTHERS Best Astrologer or

MAINTENANCE . allofth;years_"

,YOU LOVE AND TRULY APPRECIATE

votea sedT ASTROLOGER
by OutSmart Readers
* 20+Years Experience in Houston U0 .
« State-of-the-Art Auto Repair Facility VOTED BEST ; : : I_I I_l_v RO D Dv
* Mechanics Specializing in AUTO MECHANICS '

Both Domestic Import Vehicles by OutSmart Readers
2013-2015

ASTROLOGER

2K Personal astrological sessions

* Quality, Reliable and Professional
Service at Competitive Rates

* Guaranteed Parts & Services

* Hours: Monday-Friday 7am-6pm

+ 24/7 Towing Direct to Tech Auto
Call 281,/858-0994

Mational Instituted for
@ AUTOMOTIVE
i SERVICE
EXCELLENCE BOBBY HARTING, OWNER

37 Waugh Drive * Houston, TX 77007

¥ Relationship readings = personal / business

- K Presentations & lectures to organizations

TechAutoMaintenance.com

lillycath@aol.com * www.lillyroddy.com
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B PEACE, JOY & PRIDE! B

Ty s Houston’s Hottest Male Amateur
cop Strip Contest Headquarters!
POq Q‘,

'fQ # Nightly Specials - Call for Details S Kitgy,
» Cold Beverages & Hot Guys! 7

SIRS NEW=NEW ORLEANS STYLECOURTYARD & PATI0.
T i B
B b e teleamnd T

; . 7 L m%mz&zg]ﬁ Adulis Only
 Berrrrud

If you want to drink, that’s your business.

If you want to stop, that’s ours.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

Hundreds of meetings a week in your area.
Call (713) 686-6300 or visit www.aahouston.org
For general information visit: www.aa.org

Wil
MON-FRI: 4PM = 2AM | 611 HYDE PARK

HOUSTON, TX

SAT-SUN: NOON = 2AM .‘1 Hi]U.STl]NEﬁﬁL-E.BDIM:. i
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Houston

13 ENTERTAINMENT
This comfortable club located in the Heights
is a convenient alternate to inner-Montrose
haunts. Patrons journey past the comfy seat-
ing and romantic lighting to find a spacious
Eatm where they sometimes fire up the bar-

ecue grill. 1537 N. Shepherd « 713.426.1313.

BAYOU CITY BAR & GRILL
This always-fun party bar opens daily (7am-
2am Mon.-Sat., 1lam-2am Sun.), serving
fantastic food (11am-9pm) daily. Fifty-cent
wing specials on Tuesday and Thursday pack
the house. “Let Us Entertain You" with our
Sunday drag performances. Party promo-
tions nightly. Crawfish served every Sunday
T1am-9pm. 2409 Grant St. « 713.522.2867 «
bayoucitybar.com.

LUR

This multi-level dance club features a patio
upstairs lounge and balconies that over-
look Pacific St. Ladies enjoy Wet and Wild
Wed., 18-year-olds are welcome on Thurs.,
resident D] Lorenzo spins Wed.-Sat. nights,
DJ Pollo spins Karumba Latin night on Sun.

Happy hour 8-10pm; free cover before 11pm.

710 Pacific St. « blurbar.com.

CLUB 2020
Located downtown, this urban club features
Clubbers Friday with male and female
dancers. Its 6,400 square feet also offers
theater-sized viewing screens and VIP rooms.
2020 Leeland « 713.227. 9667 © club-
2020houston.com.

CLUB CRYSTAL
If you miss the now-closed Inergy, you'll find
many of its former staff, management, and
décor at this two-room Latin/hip-hop club.
Sunday evening drag shows rule the roost.
6680 Southwest Frwy, next to Colorado ¢
713.278.2582 « crystaltheclub.com.

CROCKER BAR
Resident DJ Johnny spins on Fri. and Sat.
nights at this comfortably remodeled
Montrose nightspot that also offers karaoke
on Tuesdays and Thursdays and extended

happy-hour prices throughout the week. 2312

Crocker « 713.529.3355.

FBAR o )
Award_-wmngnﬁ DIs spin nightly at this
“"boutique nightclub” that offers elegance

without arrogance and features a stage, dance
floor, VIP area, glass-encased quiet bar, and
attractive patio. Tues. and Sun. drag shows
feature frequent special guests. 202 Tuam St.
« fbarhouston.com « 713.522.3227.

GEORGE
Regulars rule at this comfortable neighbor-
hood sports bar, just like most other
neighborhood sports bars in town. Sports
Saturdays and Sundays start at 3pm with dart
and pool tournaments. 617 Fairview *
713.528.8102.

GUAVA LAMP
This trendy and friendly video and cruise bar
ets busy during happy hour and stays busy
til closing. Karaoke on Wed. and Sun.,
sometimes offering prizes, always packs the
place. 570 Waugh Dr. » 713.524.3359 «
guavalamphouston.com.

HOUSTON EAGLE -
Part of the Eagle worldwide family, originat-
ing in 1970, this neighborhood watering spot
is the place to cruise and dance. Featuring
DJs on the weekends and the birthplace
of the hit remix team Dirty Disco. Multiple
patios and always a party. Featuring a 29-de-
Free pour and 12 beers on tap. The inside
eather shop is open the same hours as the
bar. M-F 4 pm-2am, Sat. & Sun. noon-2am.
611 Hyde Park Blvd. « houstoneagle.com.

JR’S BAR & GRILL
With house emcee Kofi, OutSmarr's Gayest
and Createst reigning drag champion, this
Montrose standard offers drag and striﬂ
shows throughout the week, karaoke Thurs.
and Sun., plus pool tables, male dancers,
and awar(ﬁwinning cocktails. 808 Pacific St. «
jrsbarandgrill.com * 713.521.2519.

METEOR
The men of Manwatch and Muscles in Action
rinse down in the “Meteor Shower” stall in
this posh but comfy lounge on the downtown
edge of Montrose, accompanied by DJ Athena
on Friday and award-winning DJ Eddie E on
Saturday. Open Thurs.-Sat. 2306 Genesee St.
« meteorhouston.com « 713.521.0123.

MICHAEL'S OUTPOST
Jerry Atwood, Clay Howell, Neil Massey, Steve
Wheaton, and Roger Woest take turns at the
keys at this comfortable neighborhood piano
bar. 1419 Richmond Ave. * 713.520.8446.

BROADCASTING

24/7

FROM MONTROSE

.radiopride.fm




MINISTRY
One of Houston's largest dance venues and
the original birthplace of Eagle! Open 10pm-
10am, Thurs.-Sat., Ministry is located in one
of the most iconic venues in the city—the only
underground space with two patios overlook-
ing the newly redesigned Bayou trails, below
the historic Magnolia Ballroom. Thursdays
are Hip Hop, Fridays (Electro House),
& Saturdays (Dubstep, Trap, and House).
@MinistryHouston « ministryhouston.com e
709 Franklin St.

MONTROSE MINING COMPANY
Studly male dancers bump and grind every
night at this leather/denim spot, offering
Montrose's lowest vodka drinks with Trash
Disco Sundays. The two-tier back patio bar
provides a perch for viewing the Pacific Street
scenery. 805 Pacific St. « themine
houston.com « 713.529.7488.

NEON BOOTS

DANCEHALL & SALOON
Houston's only LGBT country dancehall is
located in the historic Esquire Ballroom and
opens Wednesday-Sunday. The new outside

atio and staEe are open. Wednesday

eatures Steak Night and Bingo. Free dance
classes on Thursdays and Karaoke. Saturday
night the dance floor fills with the best
C&W ... check their website for all specials,
events and times. 11410 Hempstead Hwy *
neonbootsclub.com ¢ 713.677.0828.

PEARL BAR
This LGBT-friendly lounge is open under
“familiar” management in the Washington
corridor. Daily hléhlights range from open
mic night to steak night to appearances by DJ
Kittie and DJ Ben Phoenix from KRBE. Drink
specials and more. 4216 Washington
pearlhouston.com.

THE RIPCORD
This well-kept, multi-roomed leather
bar for men and their friends boasts a busy
patio, especially on the weekends. The Black
Hawk Leather shop is located inside the club,
providing BDSM essentials. 715 Fairview Ave.
* 713.521.2792.

RUDYARD'S
The eclectic British pub is known for its
craft beers as well as for the burgers. Most
weekends you'll find up-and-coming local
bands rocking the house. 2010 Waugh Dr. «
rudyardspub.com ¢ 713.521.0521.

SOUTH BEACH
This mega-dance club is a frequent winner
of OutSmarT's Gayest and Greatest awards,
with DJ Eddie E spinning on Fri., and DJ
Joe Ross playing pop & dance music videos
on Sat. No cover before 11pm. 810 Pacific St.
« sobehouston.com « 713.529.5OBE.

TC'S SHOWBAR ]
With the longest daily happy hoursin
Montrose (8am-10pm), It's no wonder this

neighborhood watering hole is so Fopular.
Owner Tim Puﬁh says 1C's has built quite a
reputation as the perfect spot to celebrate
special occasions. Other big draws are the
rag shows Wednesday-Sunday and karaoke
Monday & Wednesday. 817 Fairview
713.526.2625 * tcsshowbar.com.

TONY’S CORNER POCKET
This comfortable club located close to
downtown has one of the friendliest bar
staffs in town, both inside & outside at its
patio bar. The raised stage where local
charities perform also features an amateur
dance contest each Thurs., Fri., & Sat. at
11pm. Opens daily at noon. 817 W. Dallas *
713.571.7870 « tonyscornerpocketbar.com.

VIVIANA'S
This club, in a new location, appeals to fans
of Latino music and drag alike. 4624 Dacoma
* 713.681.4104.

Beaumont

ORLEANS STREET PUB AND PATIO
The place to hang for food, fun, and booze in
a newly renovated pub, in good weather or
bad. Open every night from 7pm-2am. 650
Orleans « 409.835.4243.

Bryan/College Station

HALO VIDEO BAR
The only LGBT dance club in Bryan/College
station, this sleek spot is open Thurs.-Sat.
Smack in the middle of Aggieland, “our venue
is always packed with the hotties,” the
owners promise. 121 North Main ¢
979.823.6174 + halobcs.com.

Galveston

23RD ST. STATION
A new face on the Island bar scene is here.
The bar features a neighborhood-bar feel
with octane. Drink specials daily and
the weekend is filled with pulsing music, hot
dancers, drag shows, and a Sunday Tea
Dance. 1706 23rd St. * 409.621.1808.

ROBERT’S LAFITTE
A neighborhood bar, the Island institution
attracts a colorful crowd of regulars and
travelers. The private patio includes a
swimming pool. On Sat. and Sun. nights, the
Ladies of Lafitte show takes the stage. 2501
Avenue Q (at 25th) * 409.765.9092.

THIRD COAST DOWNTOWN BAR
The newest and largest dance club in Galves-
ton features the best shows on the island
Friday and Saturday nights hosted by KiKi
Dion Van Wales. Sunday Fun Day features
Drag Bingo, followed by The Chat—an hour
of humor and topical discussions. Then
there's the Texas Hold 'Em tournament, and
finish the night with karaoke hosted by Taylor
L. Much more Monday through Thursday.
Doors open at 4 p.m. Mon.-Sat., and at 3
p.m. Sun. 4216 Postoffice St. « 409/765-6911.

Spring

RANCH HILL SALOON
With its two pool tables, 52-inch plasma
televisions, and large dance floor, this
popular northside spot also offers DJs
Thursday-Saturday. 247041 1-45N Suite 103
281.298.9035 « ranchhill.com.

THE ROOM BAR AND LOUNGE
One of only two LGBT hangouts in North
Houston/Spring, this bar and video lounge
has a laidback atmosphere where everyone
is welcome and everyone is friendly to each
other. The Room Bar and Lounge offers
something for everyone, including daily drink
specials, karaoke, free pool, drag shows, and
live DJs several nights a week. 4915 FM 2920
« roombarspring.com « 281.907.6866. M

Your Country Sports Bar

HOURS: Mon-Sat 7am-2am

Sunday 12pm - 2am

All Flavors $5.00

Open to Close

SUNTIAM=2AM i {

-KITCHEN OPEN

fil
FORLUNCHANDDINNER-—: .

2409 GRANT ST

alw: Jpen * steam *
private dre

A PRIVATE MEN'S CLUE

PHQIJULI’S;IWIHE E
G '|i:
COMMUNITY
(SINCE2009
BAYOUCITYBAR.COM

B

1/2PRICETOCKERS

Wednesdays dpm-11:45pm

V SUNDAV BUFFETS

at 1:00pnmy
A

una * whirlpool * huge outdoor pool & patio
* full gym * guest memberships available * 18+ anly

2205 Fannin Street * Houston * (713)659-4998 « www.theclubs.com
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A Stressful
June?

Stability returns in October.

une could be a stressful month, especially

with the New Moon on the 4th and the Full
Moon on the 19th. Mars, planet of action and
initiation, remains retrograde until mid July, so
you may want to wait until then to start any
big new projects. ® The sun enters the sign of
Cancer on June 20 at 5:34 p.m., the Summer
Solstice. On the 17th, Saturn and Neptune are
square fo each other, or sit at right angles in
the sky. This is the second of three squares that
these two planets make to each other. The last
one is on September 10. From an astrological
point of view, this is the cause of the low oil
prices. We should see some relief and stability
returning to oil prices in July, but real growth

and stability won't actually begin until the begin-

ning of October.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Communication
has improved this month. You are getting more
organized, but there is a bit of sluggishness that
still pulls at you. This will clear up in July. Keep
to your to-do list and you will get a lot done. At
the end of the month, you are focusing on home
and family. This is a good time to feather your
nest. You are establishing new traditions within
your own family. Career and work opportunities
continue to open up for you if you are interested
in changing.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). The Bulls and
Cows are going to feel much better—definitely
more organized and focused on making some
plans for the future. This is a good time to look
at financial investments. Your partnerships need
some attention this month. Take a short trip out of
town, or just do something spontaneous. Other-
wise, you may be offered the cold shoulder this
month. Toward the end of the month, your daily
path should get easier and smoother. Make sure
you take some time to get away from it all.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). Now that your
ruler, Mercury, is
direct, you are back
on track, making
plans for the future,
considering your
career directions,
and possibly looking
at commitment in a
relationship. The be-
ginning of this month
will be filled with
decisions, especially after the 4th with the New
Moon in Gemini. Follow what your heart tells
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you, develop a good plan to make it happen,
and trust your choices. Development of your
personal resources is stimulated at the end of
the month, so be ready to put your strategy into
play at that time.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). The Crabs are in a
rest-and-retreat mode this month. You have a lot
on your plate and you will want to reexamine
your commitment level. Improving your boundar-
ies will help your psychic and emotional health.
Continue your exercise and health programs,

as they are starting to make a difference. Your
career needs something fo help stimulate you. A
new project or hobby would be especially good
for you. Toward the end of the month, you are
beginning to climb out of those crab shells!

LEO (July 23-August 22). Your friends are play-
ing a big role in your life this month. You took
some time in May to rethink your career goals
and directions, and now you are acting on those
plans. Your friends and community organiza-
tions can be a big resource for you. This is a
good time to take on a leadership position at
work or in a professional organization. This
month is good for doing any kind of work or
improvement around your home. Near the end
of the month, you are ready for a retreat. It's a
good time to step back and just enjoy being in
the moment.

VIRGO (August 23-September 22). Your career
and future goals are in the spotlight this month.
You have to balance that with your relationship,
your home and family time, and time for your-
self. The beginning of the month, with the New
Moon and the Full Moon on the 20th, could be
especially impactful. This can be a time when
you are asked to take on a leadership position.
You could also be considering starting your own
business. You are in a very dynamic fime. At
the end of the month, look to connecting with
friends and enjoying yourself more.

LIERA (September 23-October 23). Opening
your mind to new ideas and making practical
use of them is the theme for you this month.
This can be a good month for continuing your
education or attending classes to learn more
about your hobby. But make sure that you take
some time for yourself at the beginning of the
month and around the 20th. In the latter part of
the month, you are back on track and focusing
on your career and security goals. You will feel
more in control.

SCORPIO (October 24-November 21). This
month, the energies are brewing inside of you,
just waiting for you to take action on them. The
time to act on these will be in July. You are more
direct and to the point than usual. Your emotions
are more visible for others to see. This can help
to make you more marketable if you are looking

OutSmartMagazine.com

By Lilly Roddy

for a job or expanding your own business. You
are a little too conscious about money, and that
could be introducing some unnecessary fear. By
the end of the month, you feel more in the flow.
You are continuing to act on improving your
financial picture.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22-December 21).
The energies in the sky are fairly erratic for you
on the June 4 New Moon and the June 20 Full
Moon. There are a lot of work and career op-
portunities that are really more satisfying than
what you have done in the past. You are being
very cautious about your choices and decisions
because you just don't want to make a mistake.
You had good momentum until about the end
of March, and then things slowed down. Your
energy and drive will pick back up, especially
by mid July. Pay attention to the details. There is
a lot going on!

CAPRICORN (December 22-January 19). This
month, you are taking care of all the small jobs
that have stacked up. You are organizing your
workplace as well as your coworkers. Get back
on your workout program by the end of the
month. In the midst of this busy month, you will
certainly need some time for yourself. You could
do that through travel, taking a class online, or
working in your garden. Toward the end of the
month, personal relationships take the spotlight.
This is a good time for you and that special
someone fo renew your bonds.

AQUARIUS (January 20-February 18). You
are in a creative and playful mood this month,
and your career energies are also activated.
You will have more courage and drive to follow
through on the things that are important to you.
You will be more expressive and direct with oth-
ers at work. This can be a good time for you to
take more of a leadership role. You are also in a
money-saving mode. This continues through the
end of the year, but it's especially strong now.
As we get closer to the end of the month, you
are back into your health and work routines as
your focus shifts to that!

PISCES (February 19-March 20). This is an es-
pecially busy time for you. You may feel that you
are pulled in several different directions, and
are not sure which one is the right one to focus
on. You are particularly sensitive this month,

and that is only infensified by the New Moon on
the 4th and the Full Moon on the 20th. You can
easily feel overwhelmed. You will want to take
some time to yourself to make sure you remain
centered. Remember, you are the most important
person in your life. If your well runs dry, you
cannot help others.

Read Lilly Roddy’s 2016 forecast at OuTSMART
MacazINE.com. For more astro-insight, log on
to lillyroddy.com.
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On April 28, AIDS Foundation Houston held its annual
Dining Out For Life fundraiser at various locations
around Houston. Pictured are Jessica Rossman,
Michael Pearce, and their team.

Splash 2016 was held on May 4-6. Pictured are Rhys
Caraway, Jacobi Hunter, Bethsheba Johnson, Jason
Black, Damon Jacobs, and Mike Webb.

b i -,

The ActOUT performance of The Christians was held
on May 5 at the Alley Theatre. Pictured are Brandon
Weinbrenner, Tina Berry, Shelley Finley, Glynda
McGinnis, Jeff Henningsen, Jim Benton, and
Lauren Pelletier.

The Kentucky Derby Kick Off for Mint Julep was held
on May 7 at Neon Boots Dancehall & Saloon.

Pictured are Tim Martinez, Ginger Grant, and
Domenic Cusano.

AAEEEBEE

The OUT at the Ensemble performance of Plenty of
Time was held on May 13 at the Ensemble Theatre.
Pictured are Charlotte Roberts, Hameedah Makers,
Graham Maio, Natasha “TJ)” James, James Shevin
Foster, and Robert Ross.

1 ‘:l |
On May 19, comedian Vickie Shaw held her 60th
Birthday Bash at South Shore Harbour Resort.

Pictured are Karen Williams, Kate Clinton, Shaw,
Roxanna Ward, Lisa Koch, Suede, and Jennie McNulty.
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The Harris County Democratic Party held its brown
bag lunch featuring Francisco Sanchez from the
Office of Emergency Management on May 11 at the
HCDP headquarters. Pictured are Lane Lewis, Domi-
nique Davis, Sanchez, Gayle Fallon, Jason Dawkins,
and Lenora Sorola-Pohlman.

On May 11, the Houston Stonewall Young Democrats
held their spring social at the Rosemont Social Club.

Pictured are members of HSYD, political candidates,

and guests.

The Harris County Democratic Party held its Living
Legends brunch on May 14 at the Crowne Plaza River
Oaks Hotel. Pictured are (back row) Luis Lopez,
Howard Jefferson, Debra Danburg, Ron Waters,
Lane Lewis, (front row) Hannah Chow, Ceole
Speight, Janie Reyes, and Sheila Jackson Lee.

% Lroath (6 NI 3 il g
The Lazarus House held its 2016 fiesta on May 14 at
CWA Union Hall. Pictured are Lazarus House staff and
supporters.

On May 22, the Bunnies on the Bayou presented
checks to their 2016 beneficiaries at Guava Lamp.
Pictured are members of the Bunnies and
representatives from this year's beneficiaries.

Pride Houston held round three of its annual Pride
Superstar singing competition on May 25 at Meteor.
Pictured are the Pride Superstar contestants.
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B 4 Families
Houston IVF

Building All Families
A CCRM Network Clinic

CALLTODAY (713) 561-3439
www.HoustonlIVFE.net

Memorial City « 929 Gessner, Suite 2300 « Houston, TX 77024
Texas Medical Center « 7400 Fannin Suite 910 « Houston, TX 77054
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BRUCE W. SMITH DDS
I, S AMUEL A. CAPRELL, DDS s

Cosmetic, Reconstructive & Preventative

. Dentistry For Adults Since 1981
Visit Us on the Web STy
1006 Missouri Street ® Houston, Texas 77006

' www.BruceSmithDDS.com 713.529.4364
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