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WE BELIEVE THAT FAMILIES,
LIKE BABIES, COME IN ALL
SHAPES AND SIZES.

aspire

FERTILITY

We create families.

We're changing the way fertility services are provided.
To everyone.

Contact us to learn more:

713.425.3003 | aspirefertility.com

Our common purpose is to achieve the highest bar in experience,
science, and medicine—no exceptions.
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IN HOUSTON,
WE'RE BANDED TOGETHER.

HAPPY PRIDE ! | am delighted to extend a warm Houston welcome to

everyone attending or participating in the 2017 Houston LGBT Pride Celebration.

Here's what we know, right here in Houston: If we work together, and we're excited about
our city, and we love each other, regardless of our race, our ethnicity, our gender, our sexual
orientation, our gender identity, our socioeconomic status—

and all the other things that could potentially divide us—we

will build a city that values the service and labor and essential
humanity of one another.

Thank you for joining us and being a part
of this amazing celebration.

A

MAYOR SYLVESTER TURNER

POL. ADV. SYLVESTER TURNER CAMPAIGN



want to thank
IHouston’s LGBT
Community for
all the support you’ve
given me over the past

twenty-five years as
State Representative.

It’s a privilege to
represent you in Austin.
I promise I’ll continue
fighting for equality
and fairness for

LGBT Texans.”

RE-ELECT Y TEXAS REP.

GARNET
COLEMAN

DEMOCRAT - DISTRICT 147
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EllenCohen

City Council C

info@ellencohen.org ¢ P.O. Box 22734 « Houston, TX 77227 « (713)960-0548
Connect on: twitter, facebook, and www.ellencohen.org

Political adv. Paid for by the Ellen Cohen Campaign, Jackie Martin, Treasurer
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GELEBRATING HOUSTON'S

PRIDE TOGETHER

[ 'AM PRIVILEGED AND PROUD TO SERVE
OUR LGBT COMMUNITY AND ALL THE
RESIDENTS OF DISTRICT J AT CITY HALL.
THANK YOU FOR GRANTING
ME THE HONOR OF SERVING YOU.

=\

MIKE LASTER

Houston City Council Member,
District J

HAVE A HAPPY AND SAFE HOUSTON PRIDE CELEBRATION!

Paid Political Advertisement by the Mike Laster Campaign, Kenneth Li, Treasurer
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AVENUE 2

HEALTH & WELLNESS

Formerly Bering Omega and
Houston Area Community Services

o

Celebrating 39 years
of Houston PRIDE

Schedule an appointment today
and join our healthcare family!

As we move forward as Avenue 360 Health & Wellness, we invite
you—the marchers, the supporters, the advocates, the donors—to
become a part of our exciting new healthcare journey!

Avenue360.org
fw
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Join Macy’s as we celebrate
Family + + Love + Life + Equality + Respect

We are proud to join the parade across America in honor of National Pride Month.
We think it’s really something to celebrate.

Plus, join us in our continued support of The Trevor Project!
THEW' | m The Trevor Project provides life-saving crisis
: intervention for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender,

éﬂvi.ﬂ@ Young (ives and questioning (LGBTQ) youth.

PROJECT

FOR MORE DETAILS visiT macys.com/celebrate

* MOCYS
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It's your life.
Live it with pride.

Serving the Planning Needs
of the LGBT Community

Bryan K. Cotton
Agent
New York Life Insurance Company

3200 Southwest Frwy., Ste 1900

Houston, TX 77027
Direct 713.624.6752
Cell 281.960.0447
beotton@nyl.com
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Pride Festival
Headliner
LeAnn Rimes

Don’t miss our
exclusive inter-
view with multi-
platinum artist
LeAnn Rimes,
who'll headline
the 2017 Houston
Pride Festival on
June 24. Rimes
opens up about
her longstanding
support for LGBT
rights and her
new single,
“Love Is Love
Is Love.”
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SUMMER
THE SUNGLASS
EYE SALE

JUNE1-JULY30
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CELEBRATING PRIDE SINCE 2008 SUNGLASS FRAMES

EYEGALLERYHOUSTON.COM
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is right for you.
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18

| JUNE 2017 | OutSmartMagazine.com

NOW PUBLISHING IN OUR 24™ YEAR!

1LY ST

ouston's gay, lesblan, b, and trans magazine

Publisher/Editor-in-Chief Greg Jeu
Associate Publisher Tom Fricke

Creative Director/Entertainment Editor
Blase DiStefano

Assistant Editor John Wright

Art Director/Graphic Design Alex Rosa

Contributing Writers
Rich Arenschieldt, Susan Bankston, Andrew
Edmonson, Steven Foster, David Goldberg,
Marene Gustin, Kim Hogstrom, Josh Inocéncio,
Ryan M. Leach, Januari Leo, Suzie Lynde,
Donalevan Maines, Laura McGuire, Joanna
O'Leary, Lilly Roddy, B. Root, Terri Schlichen-
meyer, Gregg Shapiro, Henry V. Thiel, Megan
Wadding, Josh Watkins, Lou Weaver, Barrett
White, Brandon Wolf, Grace S. Yung

Photographers/lllustrators
Edgardo Aguilar, Dalton DeHart, Theresa
DiMenno, Yvonne Feece, Mark Hiebert,

David Eduardo Flores Perez

Account Executives
Jack Berger, Joanna Jackson, Ronald Le

Web Editor John Wright

Interns
Emily Lincke, Cameron Wallace

National Advertising Representative
Rivendell Media - 212.242.6863

OutSmart
Media Company

Publishers of OutSmart Magazine
3406 Audubon Place * Houston, TX 77006

713.520.7237 * 713.522.3275 Fax
Subscriptions: $30/12 Issues, $58/24 Issues

E-mail: letters@outsmartmagazine.com
Website: www.OutSmartMagazine.com

OutSmarr is published monthly. Estimated readership in Houston
and surrounding areas is 60,000. OutSmart Media Company
is not responsible for claims and practices of advertisers.
The opinions and views expressed herein do not necessarily
reflect those of the staff or management of OurSmar. Inclusion
in OUTSMART does not imply sexual orientation. ©2017 by
OutSmart Media Company. Al rights reserved. Reproduction
in whole or part without permission of the publisher is strictly
prohibited. Unsolicited material is accepted. No manuscript
returned without SASE.

nglcc’

Certified LGBTBE yEﬂlFIED



http:// central.hccs.edu/idesign 
http:// www.outsmartmagazine.com 
http:// www.outsmartmagazine.com 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
http:// www.boutiqueeyecare.com
mailto:idesign@hccs.edu
mailto:letters@outsmartmagazine.com
mailto:letters@outsmartmagazine.com

cantonicom | -info@cantonicom | f 9 @cantfonidesign ®



http:// cantoni.com 
mailto:info@cantoni.com

Epitor’s NOTE

ride Month
isatimeto
celebrate, but

also an opportunity to

i . reflect on where the
p) 5 LGBTQ community
‘ Fd
l " 7 stands, how
" | wegothere, and where
.“[ 4 we’re going.

Inthisissue, writer Andrew Edmonson
commemorates the 40th anniversary of
“Houston’s Stonewall”—the remarkable 1977
protest of antigay singer Anita Bryant that
gave birth to the city’s LGBTQ movement. We
stand on the shoulders of those who were part
of'this protest, and we’re fortunate that many
ofthem are still with us, including Ray Hill,
Annise Parker, and Phyllis Frye.

These pioneers of Houston’s LGBTQ
movement paved the way for a new generation
ofleaders, many of whom are featured in
photographer Eric Edward Schell’s stunning
P.R.I.D.E. Portraits project. This ambitious
campaign, profiled by writer Kim Hogstrom,
hasresulted in a series of portraits that are as
beautiful as the accompanying statements are
powerful.

Schell’s subjects are poised tolead the
LGBTQ community into future battles,
such as the fight for anew Houston Equal
Rights Ordinance. Columnist Lou Weaver—
the first transgender male Pride grand
marshal—provides an update on Transform
Houston, anew campaign that’s laying the
groundwork for HERO 2.0.

Meanwhile, writer Brandon Wolf
profiles Weaver and the other two Pride
grand marshals, Sallie Wyatt-Woodell
and Aimee Broadhurst, as well as the
three honorary grand marshals, Arden
Eversmeyer, Marion Coleman, and the late
Tony Carroll.

In short, the Houston LGBTQ
community has alot to be proud of—
including the largest parade in the
Southwest!

But as we party, let’s not forget the true
meaning of Pride. In the current political
climate—and as we observe the one-
year anniversary of the Pulse nightclub
massacre—it’s as important as ever.

Happy Pride Month!

—John Wright

PORTRAITS OF PRIDE (See page 44.)

P.R.I.D.E. Portraits by Eric Edward
Schell. Pictured are (first row from left)
Januari Leo, Riaz Pooran, Erika Richie, Sarah
Gutierrez, A. Daniel Ramos; (second row from
left) Josh Beasley, Yolanda Hickman, Ashton
Taylor Oubre, Jessica Zyrie, Brandon Wilke;
(third row from left) Jacques Borgeois, Melanie
Pang, Suanne Brady, Mike Webb, Britt Kormann;
(fourth row from left) Ryan Wilson, Sal Stow,
Jerry Mai, Ana Sanchez, Jamie Gonzales.

“Pride” cover font: In honor of

Gilbert Baker, creator of the rainbow flag,
who died March 31. Created by Fontself in
partnership with NewFest and NYC Pride.
www.typewithpride.com

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK OUR
LOYAL FAMILY OF ADVERTISERS FOR MAKING OQUR

AN AL L | &, » L i 1 0

WE ARE TRULY GRATEFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

(QutvSmart

N
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We look through
the eyes of many

Recognizing and promoting diversity means having an appreciation for difference. At Wells Fargo,
we welcome and value the insights and perspectives drawn from unique life experiences. It is those
distinctive viewpoints that provide us with the fresh thinking we need to help all our customers
reach their financial goals.

We are proud to be part of PRIDE 2017.

Together we’ll go far

wellsfargo.com

© 2017 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. (4394101_20646)
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‘Now That She Is Not Here,
It Is Up to Us to Do a Little Better’

Houston LGBTQ community mourns activist Kristen Capps.

By Kim Hogstrom

nthe morning of Friday, May 19, the

Houston LGBTQ community lost

one of its dearest and most dedicated
advocates with the sudden passing of Kristen
Michele Capps.

Capps, who will be remembered for her
compassion, intelligence, and vitality, died
from a heart attack in her home at age 49.

Born in Houston, Capps was a graduate
of the University of Texas at Austin and the
University of Houston Law Center. Her law
degree served as avaluable complement to her
indefatigable passion for civic activism in the
pursuit of human rights.

“Kristen loved generously, worked for great
causes, and fought fairly on behalf of those
who are most vulnerable among us,” said
Capps’ longtime partner, University of Hous-
ton professor Maria Gonzalez. “She may have
had a short time on this planet, but Kristen
lived it to the fullest.”

Gonzalez, aformer president of the Hous-
ton GLBT Political Caucus, added that Capps
“represented the highest of ethical standards”
and “lived alife that was fully honest.

“She challenged many of us to do better, and
did it with alove that was absolutely sincere,”
Gonzalez said. “Now that she is not here, it
isup tousto doalittle better: to give alittle
more, and love alittle deeper. Thatis all she
wanted from all of us.”

Capps, who identified as bisexual, was the
mother of four children. She won many friends
while performing the often-thankless work
required to advance the interests of groups
such asthe GLBT Political Caucus, the Texas
Democratic Party, and the American Associa-
tion of University Women.

“I’'m deeply saddened by the tragic loss of
Kristen,“ Houston Mayor Pro Tem Ellen Co-
hen told OuTSMART. “I've known her for many
years, and have appreciated her strong advo-
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Dynamic Duo

Kristen Capps (r) is shown with her longtime partner, Maria Gonzalez,
a former president of the Houston GLBT Political Caucus.

cacy for LGBTQrights and human rights in
general. Kristen was a force of nature, and her
passingisalossfor all Houstonians.”

Jack Valinski, director of operations for
the GLBT Political Caucus, worked side-
by-side with Capps for more than 10 years.
“Kristen was the conscience of the Caucus,”
Valinski said, adding that Capps was “tireless
in the quest for equality” and “always did the
right thing.

“She was a person of principles,” Valinski
added. “She also took on the sort of work no one
else likes—the things that aren’t sexy, such as
writing by-laws. She was not flashy or atten-
tion-seeking, choosing instead to maintain a
low profile. But she had tremendous impact
in every effort she undertook. Kristenisirre-
placeable and will be missed.”

On the day of Capps’ death, the Texas
House adjourned for one hour in her memory.
Representative Jessica Farrar (D-Houston)
introduced the motion on the floor, and it was
approved unanimously.

“The passing of Kristin Capps has devas-
tated many in the Houston area,” Farrar said
later. “Kristen was a persistent voice for the
equality of women, the GLBTQ community,
and people of color. Many don’t know this, but
she was also passionate about promoting the
compassionate treatment of animals.

“Infact, Kristen’s comforting words and
acts were a salve to anyone in need,” Farrar
added. “These are the concerns that defined
her life, which revolved around service. Her
memory will act as an inspiration for others to
follow in the pursuit of equality and justice.”

More NEWs on page 26
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m continued from page 24

Houston Vigils to Mark One Year

Since Pulse Massacre

By Brandon Wolf

‘ ‘ DEAD IN ATTACK ON ORLANDO
Gay NigHTCLUB,” read the
headline on June 12, 2016.

News of the deadliest mass shootingin U.S.
history, at Pulse Nightclub in Orlando, stunned
the world and shook the LGBTQ community to
its core.

Two weeks later, Mayor Sylvester Turner
created the City of Houston’s LGBTQ Advisory
Board, appointing 49 members in honor of the
49 people who lost their lives at Pulse.

That LGBTQ Advisory Board is now
planning avigil for the Pulse victims at the
Montrose Center on June 12, the one-year
anniversary of the massacre. Board member
Dennis Beedon is set to travel to Orlando and
personally deliver a proclamation signed by
Mayor Turner.

“Houston is aresilient community, and
we’ve already had to endure alot this year,”
Advisory Board co-chair Melanie Pang
said. “As we continue to see breaking news
about trans people of color getting killed and
our rights repeatedly being put to avote, I
think we are leaning on each other now more
than ever.”

Pang said she’s in awe of the LGBTQ com-
munity’s ability to simultaneously work to-
ward justice, celebrate Pride, and try to heal
from all of the violence it faces.

“Taking care of ourselves is also aradical
act of resistance,” she said.

Lou Weaver, the Advisory Board’s other co-
chair, said he thinks some in the LGBTQ com-
munity are still scared ayear after the Pulse
massacre. But he believes the majority have

found a deeper sense of community and are
looking to build a more intersectional approach.

“We must remain vigilant,” Weaver said.
“There are still people out there who do not
like the LGBTQ community. We must be pres-
ent with the most marginalized in our commu-
nity, and we cannot be satisfied until all of us
have full equality.”

Houston’s Advisory Board, which serves as
adirectlink to the mayor’s office, is designed
to reflect the diversity of Houston’s LGBTQ
community. The board is made up of 21 non-
Hispanic whites,12 African-Americans,13
Hispanics, two Asian-Americans, and one
biracial person. Members also represent iden-
tities across the LGBTQ spectrum, including
gay, lesbian, bisexual, queer, transgender, in-
tersex, and straight allies.

COMMUNITY Photos by Dalton DeHart and Edgardo Aguilar
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On May 20, Neon Boots hosted Carl Han's

Love Party, benefitting Hatch Youth. Pictured are
Meleah Jones, Kim Watson, Fran Watson,
Carl Han, Edward Smith, Jessica Frinsco,
Hillary Woest, and Gary Giddings.

On May 20, the Houston Pride Band hosted Tapas,
A Modern Chamber Concert, at the Midtown Arts
& Theatre Center. Pictured are Chris Longoria,
Chris Atieno, Noel Freeman, and Chris Wells.

ot : A

On May 21, Bayou City Performing Arts hosted
its annual fundraising gala, Black Tie or Tie-Dye:
Woodstock Revisited. Pictured are (top row)
John Heinzerling, Chris Taylor, Michael
Pearson, and Ciro Flores; and (bottom row)
Jesse Crochet, Zac Wilmore, Matthew
Moncivais, and Stephen Dunlap.

On May 21, Out For
Education hosted its
Scholarship Award
Ceremony at the Alley
Theatre. Pictured are
scholarship recipients.

More communiTy pHOTOS on page 31
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Advisory Board member Ashton Woods is
helping to organize a second Pulse vigil spon-
sored by Black Lives Matter Houston and Turn
Texas Blue. The “Stand with Orlando Vigil—One
Year Later,” is set for June 11 at Hermann Park.

Woods organized the first Pulse vigilin
Houston on June 12, 2016, hours after the
shooting, with more than 100 people attending.

“Our space had been taken away from us, and
we needed to reclaim it quickly,” Woods said.

The vigil emphasized that many of the Pulse

victims were people of color, and served as a
memorable coming-together of Houston’s di-
verse communities and religious faiths. Woods
said the Hermann Park vigil will emphasize
that spirit of commonality.

In addition to the vigils, the Advisory Board
plans to host a Houston LGBTQ Community
Town Hall during Pride Month. Harrison Guy,
chair of the board’s communications com-
mittee, said the town hall will focus on the
board’s activities over the past year. It will also

Solemn Anniversary

On June 12, 2016, just hours
after the Pulse Nightclub
massacre, more than 100
people gathered for a vigil at
the Houston Zoo entrance.

include speakers addressing LGBTQ-related
legislation, as well as a question-and-answer
session. The Town Hall is set for 6 p.m. on June
20 at the Metropolitan Multi-Service Center at
1475 W. Gray.

Further event details will be posted on the
Advisory Board’s website as they become avail-
able. Visit Igbtghouston.com for these updates.

Brandon Wolf'is a frequent contributor to
OuTSMART magazine.
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IHvye gre doing it because we
want to encourage others to
get tested for HIV. We need to
make sure that our health is a
priority in our lives. 17

— Victor and José “Che Che”

WE’RE
DOING
IT

Testing for HIV

#Doinglt
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Calendar of Events

Compiled by Marene GustinU

Rock On,
Melissa!

Bringing her 2017 tour
to Sugar Land.

rammy Award-winning artist,
activist, cancer survivor, wife,
and mother Melissa Etheridge

is still rocking away in her
50s, and even has a new

tour going through America
and Canada this year. She'll

be at the Smart Financial
Centre in Sugar Land this
month for one night only,
so get your tickets fast. You
know the singer-songwriter
from such hits as “Ain’t It

Heavy,” “I'm the Only One,”

“Come to My Window,” and
the Oscar-winning “I Need

to Wake Up” from Al Gore's
documentary An Inconvenient
Truth. The raspy-voiced rocker
has been racking up awards for
her performing and songwriting
since the '80s, and not even her
bout with breast cancer in 2004
could slow her down. Right after
finishing chemotherapy, she
performed—bald—at the 2005
Grammy Awards. With all of
that music, it's hard to imagine

'YRIAM SANTOS; INSET - DEBBY WONG/SHUTTERSTOCK.COM

she finds time to be an activist for
gay rights, animals, the environ-
ment, and medical marijuana, but
she does. And in 2014 she married
her partner, Linda Wallem, an
actress, writer, and producer. Yes,
she is a truly amazing person, but
it's that raw voice we love to hear,
and that's the reason to go see her
live this month. —Marene Gustin

June 27
Melissa Etheridge
ticketmaster.com

%) Radio

& Ongoing + Other Things

[ saveTheDate

Glossy and Flat Black Squares
thru 30 Rice Gallery’s closing exhibit
by Sol LeWitt.

Wildlife Photographer of the Year
thru 4 An exhibit celebrating the very
best nature photography.

There’s No Place Like Home + & 4
Click your ruby-reds three times at this
fundraiser for LGBT seniors housing.

Chefs for Paws # Join celebrity chefs
for a tasting at The Merrill House to
benefit Rescued Pets Movement.

ricegallery.org hmns.org montrosecenter.givezooks.com/ | chefsforpaws.org
events/2017-there-s-no-place-
like-home-senior-launch-party
Sensitive Guys Y Staged reading Something Rotten! % thru 11 CryHavoe! J thru 18 Stephan Wol- A Tribute to George Barris
of a poignant play at the Montrose A musical in Shakespeare’s time! fert’s personal tale of the devastation of | thry Dec. 31 An exhibit to the King of
Center. horseheadtheatre.org thehobbycenter.org war. 4thwalltheatreco.com Kustomizing. You can see a replica of
Wine & Food Week # thru 11 This an- Texas Music Festival % thru July | A Better Yesterday kil thru Sept. 3 Barris' 1966 Batmobile and more.

nual event celebrates local chefs, wines,
and more. wineandfoodweek.com

Professional musicians and guest artists.
uh.edu/cota/music/tmf/

A showcase of three artists and their
unique vision of childhood. camh.org

mnfh.org

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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9

The Man Who Shot Liberty
Valance * stagestheatre.com
9th Annual Texas Transgender
Nondiscrimination Summit & 10 4+
Just a two-hour drive to Stephen F. Austin
University in Nacogdoches. txtns.org

10

Hotel Galvez Wedding Vows Renewal
= Plan a romantic weekend on the
island. hotelgalvez.com

11

Homelands and Histories: Photo-
graphs by Fazal Sheikh

thru Sept. 4 Seventy-five photographs
spanning 25 years. mfah.org

12

1984 & thru 17 This play, based on
George Orwell’s 1949 classic, could
be about our current times with fake
news, endless war, and government
surveillance.
obsidiantheater.org

15

Gisela Colon: Atmospheres

thru 17 This is her first solo exhibit
at the gallery.
mcclaingallery.com

14

Architecture of Family +

A potluck dinner and film screening
at Aurora Picture Show.
aurorapictureshow.org

15

Summer Series at Jones Hall % & 16
Houston Symphony performs the live
soundtrack for the film Jurassic Park.
houstonsymphony.org

16

Spider Man (2002) % From the Friday
Flicks on the Lawn at Greenstreet.
greenstreetdowntown.com

17

H-Town Get Down % A hip-hop
dance festival at Miller.
milleroutdoortheatre.com
When We Were Young and Unafraid
Y last day Feminism in the '70s.
theatresouthwest.org

138

Happy Father’s Day!

19

A Gulf Coast Juneteenth

A blues and Creole music fest.
milleroutdoortheatre.com
Summer Filmmaking Camps +

thru Aug. 4 Popular weekend camps
for kids. aurorapictureshow.org

20

Humanae 4 thru Sept. 5 Portraits
from around the world that label human
subjects with their corresponding
Pantone color.
thehealthmuseum.org

21

Wellness Wednesday ¥ An early-
morning boot camp to get you in shape
at the downtown mall.
greenstreetdowntown.com

29

Vince Gill & The Country Music Hall
of Famer performs for one night only in
Galveston. thegrand.com

Museum of Dysfunction % thru July 8
Mildred’s Umbrella Company’s short-
play festival. mildredsumbrella.com

22

Kids Camp at The Council # thru 24
Three-day support and recovery
program for children living with
addicts.

281.200.9299

23

Summer Symphony Nights %
& 24 & 30 Free at Miller.
milleroutdoortheatre.com

24

Clear to Partly Crazy %

The premiere of Jaston Williams' new
one-man show.

thegrand.com

26

A Murder in Montrose: The Paul
Broussard Legacy * How a brutal
murder changed Houston politics and
activism. The film airs at 9:30 p.m.

on channel 8.
houstonpublicmedia.org

27

The Boniuk Library Book Club 4
The featured book is Prudence

by David Treuer.

hmh.org

50

Pipilotti Rist: Pixel Forest and Worry

Will Vanish k&4 thru Sept. 17
Two light- and video-based
installations.

mfah.org

28

Always...Patsy Cline ¥ thru Aug. 20
The perennial favorite at Stages.
stagestheatre.com

OutSmartMagazine.com |

Save the Date

July 15 Prince %
The Houston Symphony celebrates the
life and musical contributions of pop-
culture icon Prince.
houstonsymphony.org

More CALENDAR —
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FREAKY
FRIDAY

A NEW MUSICAL &

Book by Bridget Carpe*er i

Lyrics by Brian Yorkey
Based on the novel by Mary Rodgers and the Wallt Disney motion picture

Directed by Christopher Ashley

Choreography by Sergio Trujillo

JUNEIZS- JULY 2

ActOUT
Thursday, June 15

THE GULLEN TRUST
FOR THE PERFORMING nl’s
PRESENTING SPONSOI

JOHN AND JANET CARRIG
ASSOCIATE PRODUCERS

CAROI. AND MIKE LINN
CIATE PRODUCERS

HRISTINA AND STEPHEN MORSE PETRELLO FAMILY FOUNDATION
ASSOCIATE PRODUCERS ASSOCIATE PRODUCERS

ALLEYTHEATRE.ORG
713.220.5700

Official Aitline of Alley Theatre
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Cry Havoc!

June 7-18

Cry Havoc! is Stephan Wolfert's personal one-man
play about the devastation of war that includes lines
from Shakespeare. In 1991, after seeing his best friend
killed in a military training exercise, Wolfert went to
see Richard 11, the story of a soldier-king, and left in
tears. Since then, he’s become an actor and playwright,
premiering this emotional play in 2012. He juxta-
poses his personal National Guard experiences with
Shakespeare’s lines. The title, in fact, comes from Mark
Antony’s speech in Julius Caesar. There will be a spe-
cial performance June 14 at the Housing Corporation
of Houston’s facility for homeless veterans.
4thwalltheatreco.com

Gay Men’s Chorus of Houston Pride Concert
June 16

Broadway, Boys and Boas, GMCH’s first show at
MATCH, will be an exciting and electric concert fea-
turing the very best of Broadway past and present. So
many show-tune hits resonate with the LGBT community,
and the chorus performs them proudly. Hear songs from
Rent, Cats, Kinky Boots, Cabaret, Gypsy, and Hamilton.
This is one show that will have you tapping your toes
and singing along (quietly!).

bepahouston.org

Museum of Dysfunction
June 19-July 8

Mildred’s Umbrella Theatre Company’s 9th annual
short-play festival features 19 new plays that are
slightly dark and eccentric. Eight of the plays are by
high school and college students. Most of the plays

are women-focused, and three have an LGBT sub-

text. In one, a woman contemplates returning to the
ex-girlfriend she left for a man. Another has an implied
lesbian relationship, and a third is about a friendship
between two married men that may, or may not, lead to
something more.
mildredsumbrella.com

Clear to Partly Crazy
June 24

See the premiere of Jaston Williams’ new
one-man show! If you loved his crazy drag
character Vera Carp and her loony
neighbors in Greater Tuna, Williams'’
new solo show is for you. He relies
on his tale-telling skills to regale audi-
ences with his (slightly exaggerated)
Texas experiences of cheerleading,
tornadoes, and crazy relatives. A
truly Texas play that will leave you
laughing. thegrand.com m
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COMMUNITY Photos by Dalton DeHart and Edgardo Aguilar

sand

On April 27, AIDS Foundation Houston’s
Dining Out For Life held its wrapup meeting at

i et b § 27 S
On April 29, the Bering Support Network
hosted Ooodles of Noodles at Bering Memo-
rial UMC. Pictured are Vic Wimberly,
Suzanne Foster, Rob Seible, Mary
Parker, and Rev. Larry Leutwyler.

El Real. Pictured are volunteers and participants.

On May 4, LGBT advocates gathered at the
Montrose Center to protest President Donald
Trump's anti-LGBT executive order. Pictured are
Roy Alvarez, Anjel Johnson, Rabbi Gideon
Estes, Mustafaa Carroll, Rev. Lisa Hunt,
Matt Williams, Rev. Jonathan Page, and
Alan Prewitt.

On May 6, Legacy Community Health Services
hosted Derby Day 2017 at Rich’s. Pictured are
participants in the hat confest.

On May 8, East West Bank presented a check for
$10,000 to the Montrose Center for their seniors
housing project. Pictured are representatives from
East West Bank and the Montrose Center.

On May 18, Pride Houston hosted week three of
the Pride Superstar competition at Rich’s. Pictured
are Jeremy Fain, Christina Edwards Wells,
Wendy Taylor, and Michael Walsh.

ECOR

Fountains
Glazed Urns
Aluminum Lights
Disappearing Fountains

&

FOLLOW US ON
facebook

info@Frazi

ZziersConcrete.

en for Gifts and Gift Cards)
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By Susan Bankston '

You Want Fries with That?

The Texas Legislature
serves up every bill with
a side order of stupid.

went out and bought myself a Big Chief tab-

let and one of those big-ol-honker pencils,
because | have kindergarten work to do. | am
taking names and making a list, so y'all don't
have to.

Praise be to Gladys Knight & the Pips—the
Texas Legislature only gets to meet every other
year, and then for only 140 days, because any
more than that would singe the neck hairs off of
every goat and God-fearing man, woman, and
child in Texas.

Right now, Republicans hold the double-
down maijority in both the Texas House and
Senate. That means that every day we have to
haul out the Constitution of the United States of
America so they can beat it with a stick while
the rest of us watch and try not to get splattered
by their bucketfuls of sanctimony. Since it's the
“United” part of the United States that they
hate, Texas Republicans do everything they
can to secede from the Union so they can bring
back those wonderful Wild West days.

There was an actual bill introduced that
would allow everybody in Texas to carry a
gun with no registration, background check, or
license. You turn 18, you get drunk, you buy a
gun, and then you vote—all on the same day.
| suspect that's their plan to perpetuate the Re-
publican Party.

| looked all over the Internet machine for
a picture of the Republican delegation to the
Texas Legislature. There isn't one. The closest |
could come is this picture of french fries. They
are all white, and they are all straight. If we
could put little neckties on 90 percent of these
fries, Grandpa would swear by his suspenders
that there is no difference between the fries and
the Republicans in the Texas Legislature. | don’t
know this for a fact, but I'm pretty sure that the
reason they don't all get together and pose for
a picture is that they'd start stealing out of each
other’s pockets instead of your pocket.

Darlin’, these fellas are mean enough to eat
bees while they go about cutting hungry chil-

TEXAS
REPUBLICAN
LEGISLATURE

Fries with Ties
What's the difference between french fries
and the Republicans in the Texas legislature?

dren’s lunches at school. And destroying wom-
en’s healthcare. And ordering cities to be mean
to Hispanics . . . or else! And then there's the
moaning and wailing and self-flagellation about
public restrooms. (By the way, | have decided
that Republicans should not be afraid of what
transgender people might do in bathrooms. It's
what transgender people and all of their allies
might do in the voting booth that should have
them worried.)

So | am writing down these varmints’ names
and, come election time, I'm gonna print my list
right here in OutSmarr, Big Chief Tablet and all.

Look, the reason we have to get rid of idiots
in the Texas legislature is that they use it as a step-
ping-stone to get elected to Congress. And yes, |
have a real bad example of that happening.

But first write this down somewhere, because
it's real important and absolutely true: nothing
brings a group of assholes together faster than
something that is none of their damn business.

Randy Weber is now the Republican con-
gressman from Beaumont, Lake Jackson, and
Galveston. He used to be in the Texas legis-
lature. He is an asshole brigade. You might

OutSmartMagazine.com |

remember him as the guy who, in the middle

of President Obama’s 2014 State of the Union
address, wrote a tweet calling the president
“Kommandant-In-Chef.” To this day, nobody has
any idea what that means, except maybe he
was not fond of the president’s Nazi Soufflé.

I remind you that he’s from Beaumont. That's
just right down the road. If “Ignorant Sumbitch”
is contagious, you are within catching distance.

Randy went dead-solid-perfect off the rails
last month and broke into sobs while giving a
speech at the capitol in Washington Dee-Cee.
He was praying the Lord’s Prayer, but when
he got to the “forgive us our sins” part, out of
the clear blue he decided to improve on Sweet
Jesus' version of the prayer. He decided to get
real specific about which sins.

“Father,” he droned, “we've trampled on
your holy institution of holy matrimony and tried
to rewrite what it is, and we've called it an ‘alter-
nate lifestyle.’ Father, O Father, please, please
forgive us!”

Holy damn cow, y'all. That was Randy’s
idea of the worst sin happening any-damn-
place in the world. He was sobbing and pray-
ing that we all don't go to hell because Hank
married Bob last weekend instead of marrying
Judy (because Judy was marrying Karen—so
all'in all, things worked out pretty well, in my
opinion).

| am not making this up. You can go to the
Google joint and ask for “Randy Weber crying
over crap that's none of his business,” and they
have a video of it.

| am excited about Pride Month in June. The
Pride parade is the day after my birthday, so I'm
postponing my celebration until then. There will
be glitter! Darlin’, my favorite color is shiny.

Happy Pride! Let's do this up swanky.

Susan Bankston lives in Richmond, Texas,
where she writes about her hairdresser at The
World’s Most Dangerous Beauty Salon, Inc.,
at juanitajean.com.
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What is TRUVADA for PrEP?

TRUVADA for PrEP (pre-exposure prophylaxis) is a prescription
medicine that is used together with safer sex practices to help reduce
the risk of getting HIV-1 through sex. This use is only for HIV-negative
adults who are at high risk of getting HIV-1. To help determine your risk
of getting HIV-1, talk openly with your healthcare provider about your
sexual health.

Ask your healthcare provider if you have questions about how to
prevent getting HIV. Always practice safer sex and use condoms

to lower the chance of sexual contact with body fluids. Never reuse

or share needles or other items that have body fluids on them.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION

I What is the most important information I should know

about TRUVADA for PrEP?

Before taking TRUVADA for PrEP:

# You must be HIV-negative before you start taking
TRUVADA for PrEP. You must get tested to make sure that you do
not already have HIV-1. Do not take TRUVADA to reduce the risk of
getting HIV-1 unless you are confirmed to be HIV-negative.

© Many HIV-1 tests can miss HIV-1 infection in a person who has
recently become infected. If you have flu-like symptoms,
you could have recently become infected with HIV-1. Tell your
healthcare provider if you had a flu-like illness within the last month
before starting or at any time while taking TRUVADA for PrEP.
Symptoms of new HIV-T infection include tiredness, fever, joint or
muscle aches, headache, sore throat, vomiting, diarrhea, rash, night
sweats, and/or enlarged lymph nodes in the neck or groin.

While taking TRUVADA for PrEP:

# You must continue to use safer sex practices. Just taking
TRUVADA for PrEP may not keep you from getting HIV-1.

© You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP:
+ Get tested for HIV-1 at least every 3 months.
« If you think you were exposed to HIV-1, tell your healthcare provider

right away.

# To further help reduce your risk of getting HIV-1:

* Know your HIV status and the HIV status of your partners.

+ Get tested for other sexually transmitted infections. Other
infections make it easier for HIV to infect you.

+ Get information and support to help reduce risky sexual behavior,
such as having fewer sex partners.

+ Do not miss any doses of TRUVADA. Missing doses may increase
your risk of getting HIV-T infection.
¢ If you do become HIV-1 positive, you need more medicine
than TRUVADA alone to treat HIV-1. TRUVADA by itself is not
a complete treatment for HIV-1. If you have HIV-T and take only
TRUVADA, your HIV-T may become harder to treat over time.
TRUVADA can cause serious side effects:
# Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. TRUVADA is not
approved to treat HBV. If you have HBV and stop taking TRUVADA,
your HBV may suddenly get worse. Do not stop taking TRUVADA

without first talking to your healthcare provider, as they will need to
monitor your health.

I Who should not take TRUVADA for PrEP?
Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP if you:

¢ Already have HIV-1 infection or if you do not know your HIV-1
status. If you are HIV-1 positive, you need to take other medicines
with TRUVADA to treat HIV-1. TRUVADA by itself is not a complete
treatment for HIV-1. If you have HIV-1 and take only TRUVADA, your

HIV-1 may become harder to treat over time.
# Also take certain medicines to treat hepatitis B infection.
I What are the other possible side effects of TRUVADA for PrEP?
Serious side effects of TRUVADA may also include:
# Kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your
healthcare provider may do blood tests to check
your kidneys before and during treatment
with TRUVADA. If you develop kidney .
problems, your healthcare provider may
tell you to stop taking TRUVADA.
# Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic
acidosis), which is a serious but rare medical emergency
that can lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you
get these symptoms: weakness or being more tired than usual, unusual
muscle pain, being short of breath or fast breathing, stomach pain
with nausea and vomiting, cold or blue hands and feet, feel dizzy or
lightheaded, or a fast or abnormal heartbeat.
# Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead to death. Tell your
healthcare provider right away if you get these symptoms: skin or the white
part of your eyes turns yellow, dark “tea-colored” urine, light-colored stools,
loss of appetite for several days or longer, nausea, or stomach-area pain.
# Bone problems, including bone pain, softening, or thinning, which may lead
to fractures. Your healthcare provider may do tests to check your bones.
Common side effects in people taking TRUVADA for PrEP are stomach-
area (abdomen) pain, headache, and decreased weight. Tell your healthcare
provider if you have any side effects that bother you or do not go away.
I What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking
TRUVADA for PrEP?

¢ All your health problems. Be sure to tell your healthcare provider
if you have or have had any kidney, bone, or liver problems,
including hepatitis.

¢ If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if
TRUVADA can harm your unborn baby. If you become pregnant while
taking TRUVADA for PrEP, talk to your healthcare provider to decide if
you should keep taking TRUVADA.

© If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not
breastfeed. If you become HIV-positive, HIV can be passed to the
baby in breast milk.

# All the medicines you take, including prescription and over-the-counter
medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. TRUVADA may interact
with other medicines. Keep a list of all your medicines and show it to your
healthcare provider and pharmacist when you get a new medicine.

# If you take certain other medicines with TRUVADA, your healthcare
provider may need to check you more often or change your dose.
These medicines include certain medicines to treat hepatitis C (HCV)
infection.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs
to the FDA. Visit www.FDA.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see Important Facts about TRUVADA for PrEP including important warnings on the following page.


http:// www.fda.gov/medwatch,

Have you heard about
TRUVADA for PrEP™?

The once-daily prescription medicine that can help reduce
the risk of getting HIV-1T when used with safer sex practices.

* TRUVADA for PrEP is only for adults who are at high risk of
getting HIV through sex.

* You must be HIV-negative before you start taking TRUVADA for PrEP,

Ask your doctor about your risk of getting HIV-1 infection and if
TRUVADA for PrEP may be right for you.

D Truvada

emtricitabine 200 mg/ tenofovir
disoproxil fumarate 300 mg tablets

visit start.truvada.com for (GEEa pre-exposure prophylaxis


http:// start.truvada.com

O Truvada

emtricitabine 200 mq/ tenofovir
disoproxil fumarate 300 mg tablets

for GEE pre-exposure prophylaxis

(tru-VAH-dah)

MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT
TRUVADA FOR PrEP

Before starting TRUVADA for PrEP:

¢ You must be HIV-1 negative. You must get tested to make sure that you
do not already have HIV-1. Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP to reduce the risk of
getting HIV-1 unless you are confirmed to be HIV-1 negative.

o Many HIV-1 tests can miss HIV-1 infection in a person who has recently
become infected. Symptoms of new HIV-1 infection include flu-like
symptoms, tiredness, fever, joint or muscle aches, headache, sore throat,
vomiting, diarrhea, rash, night sweats, and/or enlarged lymph nodes in the
neck or groin. Tell your healthcare provider if you have had a flu-like iliness
within the last month before starting TRUVADA for PrEP.

While taking TRUVADA for PrEP:

¢ You must continue to use safer sex practices. Just taking TRUVADA for
PrEP may not keep you from getting HIV-1.

¢ You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP. Get tested
for HIV-1 at least every 3 months while taking TRUVADA for PrEP. Tell your
healthcare provider right away if you think you were exposed to HIV-1 or have
aflu-like illness while taking TRUVADA for PrEP.

¢ [f you do become HIV-1 positive, you need more medicine than TRUVADA
alone to treat HIV-1. If you have HIV-1 and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1
may become harder to treat over time.

e See the “How To Further Reduce Your Risk” section for more information.

TRUVADA may cause serious side effects, including:

 Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. TRUVADA is not approved to treat
HBV. If you have HBV, your HBV may suddenly get worse if you stop taking
TRUVADA. Do not stop taking TRUVADA without first talking to your healthcare
provider, as they will need to check your health regularly for several months.

ABOUT TRUVADA FOR PrEP

TRUVADA for PrEP is a prescription medicine used together with safer sex
practices to help reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 through sex. This use is only for
HIV-negative adults who are at high risk of getting HIV-1.

* To help determine your risk of getting HIV-1, talk openly with your healthcare
provider about your sexual health.

Do NOT take TRUVADA for PrEP if you:
e Already have HIV-1 infection or if you do not know your HIV-1 status.
o Take certain medicines to treat hepatitis B infection.

HOW TO TAKE TRUVADA FOR PrEP

o Take 1 tablet once a day, every day, not just when you think you have been
exposed to HIV-1.

Do not miss any doses. Missing doses may increase your risk of getting HIV-1
infection.

o Use TRUVADA for PrEP together with condoms and safer sex practices.

o Get tested for HIV-1 at least every 3 months. You must stay HIV-negative to
keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP.

IMPORTANT FACTS

This is only a brief summary of important information about
taking TRUVADA for PrEP™ (pre-exposure prophylaxis) to help
reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 infection. This does not replace
talking to your healthcare provider about your medicine.

POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS OF TRUVADA FOR PrEP

TRUVADA can cause serious side effects, including:

© Those in the “Most Important Information About TRUVADA for PrEP” section.

* New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure.

 Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious but rare
medical emergency that can lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider right away
if you get these symptoms: weakness or being more tired than usual, unusual
muscle pain, being short of breath or fast breathing, stomach pain with nausea
and vomiting, cold or blue hands and feet, feel dizzy or lightheaded, or a fast or
abnormal heartbeat.

o Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead to death. Tell your healthcare
provider right away if you get these symptoms: skin or the white part of your eyes
turns yellow, dark “tea-colored” urine, light-colored stools, loss of appetite for
several days or longer, nausea, or stomach-area pain.

© Bone problems.

Common side effects in people taking TRUVADA for PrEP include stomach-area
(abdomen) pain, headache, and decreased weight.

These are notall the possible side effects of TRUVADA. Tell your healthcare provider
rightaway if you have any new symptoms while taking TRUVADA for PrEP.

Your healthcare provider will need to do tests to monitor your health before
and during treatment with TRUVADA for PrEP.

BEFORE TAKING TRUVADA FOR PrEP

Tell your healthcare provider if you:

 Have or have had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including hepatitis.

* Have any other medical conditions.

o Are pregnant or plan to become pregnant.

o Are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed. If you become
HIV-positive, HIV can pass to the baby in breast milk.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take:

 Keep a list that includes all prescription and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins,
and herbal supplements, and show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist.

 Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist about medicines that should not be
taken with TRUVADA for PrEP.

HOW TO FURTHER REDUCE YOUR RISK

o Know your HIV status and the HIV status of your partners.

o Get tested for other sexually transmitted infections. Other infections make it easier
for HIV to infect you.

e Get information and support to help reduce risky sexual behavior, such as having
fewer sex partners.

Do not share needles or personal items that can have blood or body fluids on them.

GET MORE INFORMATION

e This is only a brief summary of important information about TRUVADA for PrEP.
Talk to your healthcare provider or pharmacist to learn more, including how to
prevent HIV infection.

© Go to start.truvada.com or call 1-800-GILEAD-5

e If you need help paying for your medicine, visit start.truvada.com for program
information.

TRUVADA, the TRUVADA Logo, TRUVADA FOR PREP, GILEAD, and the GILEAD Logo are trademarks of Gilead Sciences, Inc.,

() GILEAD

Version date: April 2017

or its related companies. All other marks referenced herein are the property of their respective owners.

© 2017 Gilead Sciences, Inc. All rights reserved. TVDC0092 05/17
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By Grace S. Yung, CFP

Planning an Overseas Trip?

Make sure you're protected
in case of an unexpected
healthcare need.

Any type of unexpected illness or accident
is frightening. But when you're thousands
of miles from home, the uncertainty and ex-
pense of seeking emergency treatment can be
overwhelming. Even if you already have health
insurance, you could be at risk of incurring sub-
stantial expenses if you or a loved one needs
healthcare while traveling abroad.

Take, for instance, the family whose father
became ill while visiting Argentina, resulting in
a $100,000 cost to fly him back to the U.S., or
the daughter who had to ask for donations to
fly her mother’s remains home after she passed
away while traveling abroad.

Although these situations may sound
extreme, they're not unusual, and it's often a
scramble to find the assistance and funds that
are needed. This is why it's a good idea to con-
sider buying travel insurance.

How Travel Insurance Works
Travel insurance can provide coverage for hos-
pital admissions and other medical expenses in
foreign countries, as well as physician-coordi-
nated emergency evacuation and transporta-
tion back home for medical reasons.

You should consider travel insurance:
* if you have health insurance coverage that
has a high deductible. For example, if you are
self-employed and/or you have coverage via
the Affordable Care Act, you may have a plan
that requires you to pay a large sum out-of-
pocket before the policy’s benefits kick in. If this
is the case, check your policy to see what it cov-
ers if you're traveling abroad.
* if you will be traveling with small children
who could require medical treatment due to an
accident or serious illness.
* if you are covered by Original Medicare
(Medicare Part A and Part B). In general, Medi-
care won't cover healthcare or prescription
medications you receive while traveling outside
the U.S. In fact, even in the rare circumstances
where Medicare might pay, foreign hospitals
are not required to file Medicare claims, so you
could find yourself wading through a lot of red
tape without any assurance that your bills will

be covered.

The bottom line here is that if you would
never think of going without health insurance
here at home, why would you take the risk when
you're away?

Where to Find Travel Insurance Coverage
Travel insurance can be purchased online or
through a local insurance or travel agent. If
you're 65 or older and you're covered by Medi-
care Part A and B, you may be able to obtain at
least some amount of travel coverage through a
Medicare Supplement insurance policy.

For example, Medicare Supplement insur-
ance Plans C, D, F, G, M, and N all provide
emergency coverage when you travel outside
the U.S. Typically, these “Medigap” plans will
cover you if the emergency began during the
first 60 days of your trip—and if Medicare
doesn't otherwise cover the care.

With these plans, the insurance company
typically pays 80 percent of billed charges for
certain medically necessary emergency care
(after you have paid the $250 deductible), with
a lifetime coverage limit of $50,000.

Like most types of insurance, travel policies
come in many forms and cover different things.
So what should you look for when evaluating
them?

In terms of “must-have” features, you should
make sure the travel-insurance policy covers
medical expenses, transportation costs to get
you back home, trip cancellations due to an
accident or illness, travel delays due to bad
weather or mechanical issues with your mode of
transportation, lost or stolen luggage, and per-
sonal liability (such as accidental bodily injury
or property loss suffered by another individual).

Other features that some travel-insurance

OutSmartMagazine.com |

plans cover include emergency dental cover-
age; accident coverage (this can be particularly
important if you're taking an adventurous trip
that includes hiking, scuba diving, skiing, or
other potentially risky activities); replacement of
lost or stolen cash or traveler’s checks; medical
costs due to an act of terrorism; and additional
expenses due to the loss of your passport.

If you have a preexisting medical condition,
be sure it's covered by your travel insurance. In
some cases, a policyholder has 14 days from
the start of the trip to purchase a plan to cover
these potential need:s.

Before deciding on a travel-insurance plan,
be sure that you carefully read the policy’s Out-
line of Coverage, which you should also take
with you on your trip. That way you will be able
to verify your coverage and follow the insur-
ance carrier’s instructions for filing claims.

How to Take the Next Step

Since any type of travel emergency can quickly
devastate your finances, travel insurance can
be a great way to protect yourself and/or your
partner. When choosing travel-insurance cover-
age, be sure to talk with a financial professional
about your specific needs, travel plans, and
travel time frames. Ideally, your advisor should
be someone who works with the LGBT com-
munity and can ensure that your specific travel-
insurance coverage needs are met.

Grace S. Yung, CFP, is a certified financial planner
practitioner with experience in helping domestic
partners plan their finances since 1994. She is a
principal at Midtown Financial LLC in Houston and
was recognized as a “Five-Star Wealth Manager”
in the 2014 September issue of Texas Monthly.
Yung can be reached at grace.yung@Ipl.com.
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NOT LOVING
THOSE LOVE
HANDLES?

ELIMINATE STUBBORN
FAT WITHOUT SURGERY
OR DOWNTIME.

Look better, feel better.

It's time to get the results you're looking for with CoolSculpting®. The FDA-cleared CoolSculpting®
procedure uses controlled cooling to eliminate fat cells and simply, without surgery or downtime.
Look great, feel great from every angle.

ReNew You MD is a premier CoolSculpting® provider. Our specialists tailor a customized
CoolSculpting® treatment plan designed to meet your personal needs. Contact us today!

CALL TODAY

to schedule your consultation.

713-467-0146

< ( )
A RE N E W YO U M D BEFORE 15 WEEKS AFTER :

WELLNESS, AGE MANAGEMENT AND MEDICAL SPA CoolSculpting’ Session
Phatos courtesy of Seott Gemigh, ME

950 Threadneedle St., Suite 280
Houston, TX 77079 Q”

713-467-0146 | yarishmd.com 7% coolsculpting
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HIGHLAND VILLAGE | MGBWHOME.COM

FEATURING FROM LEFT: MANNING BAR, LORENZO RUG, KINGSLEY-WHITE DRAPES WITH POLISHED CHROME HARDWARE, ARNAUD FLOOR LAMP,
BRONSON SOFA, MELROSE BOOKCASE, IRIS CHAIR, RINGO PULL-UP TABLE, ASSORTED BARWARE, ACCESSORIES AND ACCENT PILLOWS
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Ask DRrR. LAURA

Datingasa
Trans Man

And why top-bottom
stereotypes are rooted
in misogyny.

Dear Dr. Laura,

| am a gay man who is also transgen-
der. As if relationships weren’t difficult
enough to navigate already, | can’t
seem to figure out how to navigate

the intersection of my identity with po-
tential partners—everything tends to
come to a screeching halt when | men-
tion being trans. What do you do when
your community only accepts half of
who you are?

Dear Multifaceted Marvel,

Thank you for offering such a profound and
important question that we certainly don't talk
enough about as a community. You are defi-
nitely not alone in your pondering of how to
navigate more than one queer identity. Being
marginalized in one way is enough, without
adding an additional identity that can make a
person feel deeply overwhelmed. Let's discuss
why this is—and some possibilities for navigating
it successfully.

Let me just say up front that dating sucks
(and not in a good way). Some people love
the journey of meeting strangers—wondering
if they like you and if you really like them, and
then endlessly navigating where things are go-
ing and if things are still okay. Well, good for
those people—most of us hate these emotionally
and financially draining ordeals. And that's just
the dating part alone! Now add in our many
identities: gender, race, religion, economic sta-
tus, abilities, disabilities, and sexual orientation
further complicate what is inherently a difficult
process. Straight, white, cis, able-bodied folks
make endless movies, songs, and TV shows
about the perils of finding someone who likes
them, and they have every privilege going for
them. Not fair at alll So take comfort in the
fact that you are completely justified in saying
that this is no easy task. Too often | see friends,
families, and fellow experts say the tired go-to
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lines of, “There’s somebody out there for every-
one,” “Just keep putting yourself out there,” and
“Don't give up, there is still time.” And while
there is truth to all of those things, they can also
be a form of gas-lighting to the redlities of dat-
ing as a minority.

The LGBTQ+ community is a complicated
place. For most of our history, the “G” faction
held most of the power, and even today most
queer spaces are for gay cisgender males who
are predominantly white and wealthy. Few in
the community have taken the time and energy
to understand that gender, sex, and sexual
orientation are all completely different things.
While many LGB people have educated them-
selves about sexual orientation, far fewer have
put as much effort into understanding gender
and the trans community. This is not only a
shame, but a loss and tragedy for our people.
One kind of queer is no less than another kind,
and all need an equal platform for being heard
and celebrated.

So what can you do? You are finding part-
ners who are okay with you being a gay man.
Yay! That's hard enough, right2 But then you
mention that you are a trans man, and poof,
they disappear. That is awful and unfair. The
problem is that you are trying to date people
who can only love part of you, not all of you,
and all of you is what you 100 percent deserve
and can get. So, how do you find these people?
My first suggestion is to look beyond outlets for
cis men who identify as gay. Look into outlets
for other trans men who will not only be com-
fortable with all of your identities, but who will
also genuinely connect to your experiences.
Secondly, look past men who identify as gay.
There are bi and pansexual men who aren't
attracted to only one gender/sex and can be
completely and totally into every part of who
you are. You shouldn't have to feel afraid of
disclosing your identity and truth in order to find
love/sex/companionship. Be open and upfront
with who you are, and ask for nothing less than
a partner who adores and admires your whole
being.

In Sex Positivity,
Dr. Laura

Dear Dr. Laura,

| hear people in the queer community
talk about being “tops” or “bottoms”
and feeling very strongly about which
one they are. Why do you think some
people only want to top or bottom dur-
ing sex?

OutSmartMagazine.com

By Dr. Laura McGuire

Dear Positional Ponderer,

Tops and bottoms, bottoms and tops. Like

dogs or cats (and chocolate or vanilla), people
love to pick sides and stick to them like glue.
Part of it is evolutionary—we humans like to
categorize things to better understand ourselves
and the world around us. We find comfort in
labeling our experiences and the experiences
of others so that we can process where we fit
into society. As comforting and confirming as
labels can be, they are also limiting and often
lead to a hierarchy of “better” and “worse”
options.

Top and bottom identities can be found in
numerous queer communities, but are most often
associated with gay men. Lesbians use them as
well, and almost all other queer communities
use them at least intermittently. Top and bottom
are also different than dominant and submissive
identities, but can sometimes be used inter-
changeably. Tops are most often the giver of
sexual penetration or dominance, while bottoms
are seen as the receivers and may take a more
submissive role (though not always, which is
known as topping from the bottom). Then there
are versatiles, who feel comfortable in either
role/position.

Both roles are normal, healthy, and good.
No one should say that one is better or worse
than the other, but sadly we too often do. Bot-
toms are often seen as weak/feminine/passive,
when this is not at all true. These beliefs actually
stem from misogyny, or the disdain/hatred of
women. Since heterosexual women traditionally
receive their male partner’s body during sex,
bottoms are equated to women and thus seen
as “less than” tops due to patriarchal beliefs
about gender. This is terrible for women, for bot-
toms, and for everyone else involved. Whether
a person enjoys the physical positioning of be-
ing on the bottom or top in a sexual encounter
(and whether they separately enjoy a more
dominant or submissive role) does not make that
person better/worse, more masculine/feminine,
or weaker/stronger than the other. As queer
people, we are already marginalized and put
down for our sexuality and desires by far too
many in society. Let’s agree to instead embrace
what we like, label it if we choose, and cel-
ebrate whatever works best for each individual.
In Sex Positivity,

Dr. Laura

Dr. Laura McGuire is certified as a sexuality
educator through the American Association of
Sexuality Educators, Counselors and Therapists.
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ATIP FROM A

FORMER
SMOKER

Brian had his HIV under control
with medication. But smoking with
HIV caused him to have serious
health problems, including a
stroke, a blood clot in his lungs
and surgery on an artery in his
neck. Smoking makes living with

HIV much worse. You can quit.

CALL 1-800-QUIT-NOW.

U.S. Department of

Health and Human Services
Centers for Disease

Control and Prevention
CDC.gov/tips

#CDCTips

Brian, age 45, Californi
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FOR YOUR CALENDAR

Check out these fabulous events co-sponsored
by OutSMART and our marketing partners.

June 3 & 4: Montrose Center
presents There’s No Place Like
Home. A weekend of events
presented by the Montrose Center
benefitting the LGBTQ Affordable
Senior Housing Center.
montrosecenter.org

June 15: ActOut at the Alley
Theatre presentation of Freaky
Friday, a new musical.
alleytheatre.org

June 23: Rainbow on the
Green is a free citywide celebra-
tion and dance party under the
stars at Houston’s own downtown
Discovery Green park.
discoverygreen.com/rainbow

June 24: Pride Houston Fes-
tival & Parade Celebration
Festival to be held around City

Hall, Hermann Square, and Tranquility
Park, noon-7, and the parade begins
at the intersection of Milam and Walker
streets at 8:30 p.m. pridehouston.org

SAVE THE DATE

Look for OutSmart’s 21st Annual
Gayest & Greatest Readers Choice
Awards voting beginning July 1

through August 18.

July 16: Mint Julep 2017

is a one-of-akind Montrose Show,
benefitting Legacy Community Health.
legacycommuntiyhealth.org/mintjulep

July 21-23: Gilbert & Sullivan
Society of Houston presents The
Gondoliers. hgns.org

TimeOut in the United Kingdom

@ Gilbert Vargas (I) and Gary Gano took OUTSMART
to Dover Castle in Dover, England.

Show Us Your OutSmart
GOING OUT OF TOWN?

Take OutSmaRT along. Snap a high-res pic of
yourself with the magazine and send it to us.
Send to: Letters@OUTSMARTMAGAZINE.COM.

Be social! Connect with us!

D @outsmarthouston n /outsmartmagazine I@l @outsmartmagazine

| JUNE 2017 | OutSmartMagazine.com
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LIVING
WITH HIV?

JOIN US ON
JUNE

22
Al

SALTGRASS -
STEAK LB TSR _ STARTING Al
1803 SHEPHERD DRIVE
6:30 PM
[ ]
I Hear inspiring stories I Learn about a treatment option
I Ask questions and § Connect with local organizations

join the conversation

CALL: 1.844.524.9035
TO RESERVE YOUR SEAT

Registration begins at: 5:30 PM
Friends and family are welcome

. . This event is funded
Food will be available and developed by:

©2016 ViiV Healthcare group of companies. V V

Al rights reserved. Printed in USA. 660901R0 April 2016 Healthcare




hotographer Eric Edward Schell spent
P1'7 years working in the performing arts

before he finally answered the beckon-
ing call of his camera.

When he decided to abandon the stage and
start taking photographs, Schell was a perma-
nent member of a musical theater company at
the Hobby Center.

Does he have any regrets?

“I miss it, but not much,” Schell
says. “When I decided to shoot photos,
it was the best decision I ever made.
Photography is my passion and joy. It’s
my calling.”

Schell is the artist behind
P.R.I.D.E. Portraits, a Houston-based
nonprofit photography studio dedi-
cated to celebrating the courageous
members of the LGBTQ movement—
who currently happen to be under
intense fire in Texas. P.R.I.D.E. is the
acronym for Photographs Represent-
ing Individuals Deserving Equality.
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His Passion and Joy
Photographer
Eric Edward Schell

PORTRAITS

PRIDE

Houston photographer’s campaign
puts faces on LGBTQ activism.

By Kim Hogstrom

Schell captures images of those who are
making a difference—the people driving soci-
ety’s evolving awareness and understanding of
LGBTQissues. His work has been recognized
by the Human Rights Campaign, GLAAD, and
Equality Texas, and featured in the Huffington
Post, Elle Magazine, Harper’s Bazaar, Good
Housekeeping, and on NBC’s Today Show.

“[LGBTQ] visibility is key to
promoting the humanization of a
group of people who are facing de-
humanization every day, in many
| differentways,” Schell says.

By celebrating the people who
are making a difference, Schell
hasbecome aleader in the effort
__ | himself. The unseen artist behind
the lens is now a powerful, vocal,
and visible advocate.

Originally from El Salvador,
Schell grew up in San Francisco
before moving to New York City
and then to Houston in 2008 to be

OutSmartMagazine.com

with his family.

The P.R.I.D.E. Portraits campaign includes
images of anyone who cares—gay, trans, and
their allies. “Any letter in the alphabet,” Schell
says.

“One of the important elements of
P.R.I.D.E.Portraits is that itis notlimited to
educating those outside our community, but
also those within,” he explains.

“For example, when we won marriage
equality, I thought the fight was over,” he says.
“I quickly learned that it’s not. By becoming
personally involved with the trans community
through my work, I've learned of the struggles
of trans and gender-expansive individuals. It
drove me to become an outspoken advocate
and activist for trans rights.”

Schell expresses dismay about the “tribal”
dynamics that have historically divided the
LGBT community into L, G, B, and T factions.

“Starting with Stonewall, trans people
stood up and led the way toward equality for
all of us,” he says. “Why would we, as gay and
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bimen and women, not fight with all our pow-
ers—be it with our voices, our connections, or
economic support—for them?”

Houston-based trans activist Lou Weaver
sees tremendous value in Schell’s campaign.

“P.R.I.D.E. Portraits has created a uni-
verse of like-minded people,” Weaver says.
“We are now an army in solidarity, moving
understanding and compassion forward. It is
playing a very powerful role.”

Every aspect of Schell’s photos has been
carefully considered. His backdrops were
designed by Hugo Perez, Schell’s business
partner and fellow artist. Perez manages the
campaign’s administration and the magnifi-
cent graphic elements that contribute beauti-
fully to the overall impact of the images.

The portraits themselves are intentionally
authentic and honest. Very little in the way
of digital magic is used in Schell’s production
process.

“ITusually don’t edit. I only highlight the
subjects,” Schell explains. “When we shoot

in the studio, I put on music and try to get to
know the person. I ask, “‘What do you want
the world to know about you?’ ThenItry to
humanize them. It is critical for society to see
the humanity in all of us now.”

The artist also asks his subjects to write a
paragraph about themselves, and the written
responses often leave Schell breathless, even
tearful.

“By allowing people the freedom to be
themselves, I am honored and humbled by
what they choose to share,” he says. “Some
have chosen that moment to come out. I am
often moved by their willingness to be vulner-
able. Itis alwaysrevealing, and I try to cap-
ture that beauty.”

Stephen Mirandahas been observing the
campaign for more than ayear, and has wit-
nessed the impact it has had.

“Alot of people say, ‘T have never known a
trans person,” Miranda says. “When I hear
that, I direct them to Eric’s portraits and
Facebook page. When these individuals put

Photographer
Eric Edward
. Schell’s studio.

aface ontrans people, it results in establish-
ing compassion and empathy. I have seen this
same dynamic play out over and over and over
again.”

But Schell’s trans advocacy is no longer
limited to his art. He recently testified in
front of alegislative committee against Sen-
ate Bill 6, the anti-trans bathroom bill cham-
pioned by Lieutenant Governor Dan Patrick.

“Ayear ago, I was not familiar with the
trans community,” Schell said in his testimo-
ny. “Then I photographed a campaign giving
visibility to trans people.

“I have seen for myself how transphobia
damages people—the violence and fear it gen-
erates,” he added. “Iurge you to take the time
to get to know the trans and intersex commu-
nity. Clearly, Dan Patrick and those who sup-
port SB6 have not done that. Shame on you.”

Who among us could have said it better?

Kim Hogstrom is a frequent contributor to
OuTSMART magazine.

The following eight pages contain 24 images from the P.R.I.D.E. Portraits campaign, along with statements submitted by

the subjects. The images were chosen by OuTSMART magazine to reflect the diversity of Houston’s LGBTQ community. For more
images from the campaign, visit PridePortraits.org, Facebook.com/PridePortraits, or Instagram.com/PridePortraits.
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PORTRAITS of PRIDE
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Nobody can giye you freedom. You fight
for it. Nobody camgive you equality: You
demand it. Nobody can give you self-ac-
tualization. You discover it. Belong-
ingto a seciety where'statistics
continuously prove that peaple
like me are “lessthan,” I reflise
to be silent: I allowed society’s« .
hatred toward the marginal-
ized pieces of my identity to
shame me into silence for so
long, but I am no longer hiding. I
am ablack transgender woman
of color who promised herselfto
live as visibly, authentically, and
unapologetically as possible. I.en-
courage you to do the same.

o

LILLIAN WALLACE

I am a communications technician for a fire department in Harris
County, and the first openly transgender member of the department. I've
received support and compassion above and beyond anything I expected,
but with the recent political events, I feel under the gun. I'm disappointed
that where I pee has become an issue—none of the women I work with
have a problem with it. I want the same things anyone else wants—a good
job, acomfortable home, aloving spouse, to maybe start a family some-
day, and above all, peace of mind. I do not want to molest anyone’s daugh-
ter, sister, aunt, or wife in the restroom, nor does any other trans woman I
have ever encountered.
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LUCAS LANDRY

I'm about to ship offto the Marines. Everyone at the recruiting station
hasbeen chill, but I still worry about being accepted once I'm actually
in. The military isn’t known as the most queer-friendly environment,
but all the Marines I've talked to say no one minds if you’re one way or
the other. They just need to know you can do your job. Ilike that. I'm very
proud of my identity, and I wouldn’t want to hide it. I know a lot of people
don’t take me seriously when I tell them my sexuality. Most of my family
thinks it’s a phase or something, but I don’t care. I know who I am, and I
know what I want.I am bisexual, and I want to be a Marine.
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PORTRAITS o PRIDE

Asablack, lesbian, cisgender, plus-size woman with a gap in her teeth,

it took me along time to be happy and accept myself. When we look for
leaders or spokespersons, a certain image often comes to mind. We see
thatimage in the media all the time, and it can create a feeling of being
“less than.” It did for me. However, with the support of aloving wife and
acommunity of differences, I've learned self-love in a new and beauti-
ful way. We’re our own spokespersons, and authenticity is what matters.
Therefore, the world should know: Black lives matter. LGBTQ lives matter.
All women matter. I matter. Aslong as I'm able to stand with my siblings in
the fight for equality and equity, I will work to show that we all matter.

I'spend every day with LGBTQ young adults as the Program Coordina-
tor at the University of Houston’s LGBTQ Resource Center. During my
first few months in this position, students across campus shared their
intimate stories. Even though many include accounts of depression, drug
and alcohol abuse, suicidal ideation, discrimination, and more, these
young queer adults show incredible resiliency and determination to not
only persevere, but show up asleaders on campus and activists in the
community. Itis a humbling experience to be a part of each journey and
witness the progress in our community. These students are the reason I
am honored to be a part of this community.
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SCOTT LUPTON

Ayearandahalfago, I was diagnosed with HIV.
Three months ago, I typed that online and shared
it with the world. It was scarier than I imagined,
but that’s why I did it—to put a face to this disease.
There’s still so much stigma and ignorance around
HIV/AIDS. It was a coming-out process all over
again, but I have amazing family, friends, and peo-
ple from the Houston theater community who’ve
supported me. I hope my story helps others come
out and embrace whatever it is they feel ashamed

N about, or feel they have to keep secret. I was afraid

. of being reduced to “just another gay statistic,” but

that hasn’t happened. I'm more than this virus that
isliving with me. It is living with me; I am not
living with it. And I am so much more than that.
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Voted BEST FEMALE
REAL ESTATE AGENT

4 years in a row.

Outsmart Readers Choice
2013-2016

GREENWOOD KING

PROPERTIES

dlevine@greenwoodking.com

713.942.6857

was truly investe
helpmg us
begin our
family.”?

-Terumi and Yalonda Stiner*

*ACTUAL PATIENTS | PHOTO: TARYN MELGOZA PHOTOGRAPHY

Wow, what a beautiful family!
We're here to help you start yours.

Call today. 713-512-7900.

388 HOUSTON

Texas Medical Center | Katy
Sugar Land | Clear Lake | CyFair

www.fertilityspecialists.net
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PORTRAITS of PRIDE

Iamthe Americayou are afraid of. I am a second-generation homosexual
and fifth-generation Latino-American, an overeducated/underpaid
millennial with a Muslim/immigrant stepmother from Iran, and I was
named after my mother’s best friend who died of AIDS. I am an artist,

an activist, a friend, abrother, a son. I am unbruised by your slurs and
threats and fists and laws and presidents. I am loved, I am here,and I am
proud. My voice is my weapon, my smile is my shield, and my purpose is
the fight for equality that I will never quit. It’s a fight that you will never
win.Iamunbreakable.I am happy. And I am free.

JOELLE NICOLE SALATERSKI

I am aparent, grandparent, daughter, sister, and loving friend. I am also
transgender. Being transgender does not define me. I am much more than
that. T have always believed that a person’s character—how they treat
others—is more important than the color of their skin, or who they love,
or who they worship. Finally being myself—out in public for all to see—
isn’t easy, as most will tell you. It takes strength, willpower, and the cour-
age to maybe lose everything—everyone in your life—just to be yourself.
To find inner peace, I (like most of the amazing people I have met on my
journey) will not go back in the closet. So you might as well get used to us,
because we are not going anywhere.

LANDON RICHIE
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C

didn’t know how my life would play out—if I'd receive

v'i' ]

more than the toxic stereotypes.
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1L ca/n&e out as transgender at age 11. The looming possibilities,
consequences, and “what ifs” weighed heavily on my mind.

- support from my friends and family, or if I'd ever be content
" . » ,ﬁj with my identity. Now, at 14, I'm so grateful to be able to
, express my transgender identity with pride. I am valid. I am
« proud. Nobody can tell me I can’t live authentically. That’s
why I fight for those unable to be themselves. We are people—
| beautiful, courageous, valid, creative, authentic, and so much

L
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Real Estate Disputes - Homeowner Association Law  Immigration  Criminal Law  Family Law
Adoptions - Insurance and Disability Claims ~ HIV/LGBT Law  Estate Documents  Employment Law

-’.f e AW |
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‘m-nﬁ};ﬁr ey Mitchel Katine

SUPRENE (ORI VICTORY
REME €0
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LAW FIRM THAT WILL
e FIGHT AND WIN.

PROUD to be the law firn
trust in past days o
victory and to guide y
the tough days:

KATINE & NECHMAN LLP.
Attorneys at Law

LGBT Pride LGBT Pride Family Law
Grand Marshal, 2001 Grand Marshal, 2013 Attorney

1834 Southmore Blvd. Houston, TX 77004 713.808.1000 info@lawkn.com lawkn.com
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nIwas 14,1 emi grated etq fl\ee an opp. eSS
tbeoc c inIran. G ngul arestrlctlves ciety
valueoffréee speech, political acti ism,

ftel‘mov g to Houston 1nth_e 1990s, I
borhood salon infMontrose. Through

gay Jew frdom Tran, I recogpize how lucky I am
tollive in Houstox and this country. These, ex-
pekienqe have priofoundly affected my desire
toseereal soc?@l chan, throug}i-.pqlitical

| sucées§ Let my'co nt;T of origin’s story
ser vé dsawar mngibm. tthe impor: tance of
pr ogqesswes staying politically engaged

*We haye much to loge. To anyone whaois
feeling isolated, I must emphas1ze that

there is hope

Tamme,Iamenough,Iam great.I amalesbian. The LGBTQ commu-
nity, we are family. We are diverse. We are individuals. Together we are
strong. For me, Pride is about the gay community being visible and be-
longing to acommunity, a town, a city, a nation, and the world. It’s about
spreading hope that things will get better and things will continue to
improve. The first time I attended a Pride parade after coming out was a
different yet meaningful experience for me. Walking in that parade wasn’t
justabout having fun; it was a declaration of personal self-acceptance. It
was adeclaration that I really was a part of the LGBTQ community.
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STEVE KIRKLAND

Ilearnedlongago thatin order to survive, I had to be all of who I was,
everywhere I was. I was 24 when I sobered up and came out. I couldn’t do
one without also doing the other. That is how I found the joy of authentic
connection with friends and family, the constancy of true love with my
partner and now husband of 30 years, and the power of a community that
encourages and supports me in all that T am. I am a gay husband, friend,
uncle, biker, hiker, occasional couch-potato, lawyer, student, teacher,
advocate, activist, and judge.
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Celebrating Our Legacy of

PRIDE

For almost 40 years, Legacy has been a dedicated health care

provider for the LGBT community. While we have led the way with

expanded services and programs for people from all walks of life, we

have also stayed true to our roots: We believe neighbors should help

neighbors. We believe that by doing what is right, and speaking up
for what we believe, we are making a difference.

II To learn more about our comprehensive services and programs,

including HIV/AIDS Testing & Prevention, PrEP, STD Screening &
Treatment, Gender Health & Wellness, and Adult Primary Care,

L E G ACY visit LegacyCommunityHealth.org

COMMUNITY HEALTH SHARE YOUR STORY ON TWITTER, INSTAGRAM AND FACEBOOK USING #PRIDEOFLEGACY.
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" SUANNE BRADY

f |
I'm part of a generation or two of wom-
~ en—women of a certain age—who strug-

. gled with sexual identity and the “shoulds”

/ that our parents shared with us. We were raised to
believe our worth was tied to our ability to find
aman. Every time I approached my sexuality, I

‘ was stopped from finding the lesbian communi-
ty. Finally, I was just able to accept myself on my
own. Here I am, a 50-plus-year-old woman who

\ came out three years ago, hoping to help other

older women find their way home.

ASHTON P. WOODS

Itake pride in my blackness at the intersection of being gay or same-
gender-loving, because I can only be my true self. I take pride in know-
ing that two women—one black and one brown, by the names of Marsha
P. Johnson and Sylvia Rivera, in all of their transgender identity—made
life a little easier for a cisgender gay man like me. Gaining the pride to
love who Ilove without boundaries comes closer every day. But libera-
tion still eludes us as long as some continue to be marginalized and left
onthe fringes. This is why it is important to recognize that black lives
matter, trans lives matter, and that everyone deserves some pride in
their lives. Liberation is what pride means to me.”

54 | JUNE 2017 | OutSmartMagazine.com

RIAZ RASHAUD POORAN

Iwasborn and raised in a Muslim family. When I got to college, I was
able to embrace my true self. Then, due to my circumstances, I moved
back home. I met someone who made me smile, laugh, angry, sad—and
everything in between. I decided in 2011 to come out to my family, and it
was not received well. I went through a deep depression and wasn’t sure
what to do. Our love grew, and he was always there for me. It has been a
bumpy journey, but my family is making strides. Fast-forward five years,
and I'm still in love with my partner and have moved to Houston to start
anew chapter. No matter what your background or upbringing, love will
always conquer.
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PORTRAITS o PRIDE

ROBERT GALLEGOS

Not only am I the first openly gay Latino elected to office in the City of
Houston, I'm the only Latino currently serving on City Council. Hispan-
ics make up nearly half of the City’s population. I'm proud to not only
serve as a voice for the LGBT community, but also for the Hispanic com-
munity. This is a humbling responsibility, and I'm honored to advocate
for these communities and for all Houstonians.

I've been an ally to the LGBTQIA community for a very long time, but
ever since I had kids, it has become significantly more personal. My
daughter came out as pansexual when she was 14, and it broke my heart
to see her anxiety and fear over what the reaction from both her peers
and family members might be. But people will continually surprise you—
there was very little drama, and a whole lot of love and support. I love
that she feels free to be her authentic self, and I'll fight till my last breath
to make sure she and my son are always free to be who they are.

LILLIE SCHECHTER

Twenty-one years ago, my uncle was tragically
killed while on vacation with his “roommate.”
They had hidden their relationship from friends
and family, and ended up being buried apart.
Although times have changed some, the LGBT
community is still under attack, and we have to
fight back until everyone has equal rights under
the law. Whether it’s when I served as the first
straight ally on the Houston Human Rights
Campaign Steering Committee, marching with
friends and strangers in the Pride parade, or
serving the progressive community as chair of
the Harris County Democratic Party, I have done
what I can to motivate others to help make our
community every person’s community.
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Rivas Italian Restaurant
1117 Missouri St.

(1 Block West of Montrose)
(713)529-3450

REL ST 0T AT Book Your Wedding at Our Place.

Voted Best Italian by Outsmart Readers & One of the Best for Brunch
-2016 OutSmart Reader’s Choice Awards

&
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FRYE, OAKS, BENAVIDEZ & O'NEIL PLLC
LAw FIRM

+ OVER 102 YEARS OF LEGAL
EXPERIENCE NOW UNDER
ONE ROOF

+ ANNUALLY NAMED AN EQUAL
ACCESS TO JUSTICE CHAMPION
SMALL LAW FIRM BY THE
HOUSTON BAR ASSOCIATION

+ THE ORIGINAL OUT-GLBTI LAW
FIRM IN HOUSTON SINCE 2003

—
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PHYLLIS ANGELA SALVADOR DANIEL

RANDOLPH OAKS BENAVIDEZ O’NEIL

FRYE
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PORTRAITS of PRIDE

My friends and family have always known I am involved in social-justice
causes, and they assume I am an ally. Only my husband and a cousin
know I am bisexual. Coming forward with that truth is difficult when
even the LGBTQ community at times questions the legitimacy of bisexu-
ality. In Houston, the opportunity to serve through Bunnies on the Bayou
and raise money for the LGBTQ community has been freeing, and has
given me a social connection I may not have otherwise found. Thank y’all
so much for this opportunity!

MIKE WEBB

T am black and gay, and my identities are inseparable. Oftentimes, we
place people in these boxes that make it more comfortable for us to un-
derstand them. For example, I am often better received in white spaces
when I prioritize issues that impact the LGBTQ community, but I'm
shunned when I tackle racism. And vice versawhen I am in black spaces.
Ultimately, in America today, we can get killed for being black and we
can get killed for being queer. And my blackness and my queerness are
bothliving with HIV. It is impossible for me to segregate the issues that
impact our communities. The day we can unite our issues, and develop
solutions for collectively overcoming inequity and inequality, will be the
day we truly build communities that are safer for us all.

been wi y partner throughout his
ition. Although I never thought I'would
2 y)f the transgender world, he has
inued to challenge my beliefs every day.
[ consider myself very lucky to have been
brought into this bright and wonderful world
that is so full of life and love.I am cis, I am
le, I am pansexual. My small world has
en expanded a million times—so much that
now every single person in the world can
love and understand each other, no matter
?eir circumstances. We must continue to
alk, and to love those who are scared of how

~ beautiful we are. We are worth the struggle
of us undergoes each day. I believe in you,
elieve in us, and Ilove you.
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THANK YOU " rohouston pridie. bandmess
MONTROSE! © L o

You'VE BEEN WITH uS FoR 40 YEARS.

LGBA CONFERENCE"CONCERT

September 3, 2017, 7:00 PM
Cullen Hall at the Wortham Center

G OO NIKNIK0S.CoM $25 | TICKETS.LGBA2017.0RG

FRIDAYS SATURDAYS

10PM - 2AM 10pm - 2am
THURSDAYS STRIPPER ELECTRIC CIRCUS WITH AFTER-HOURS
10pm -2am
PRIDE SUPERSTAR

; L = o -
NO COVER = ECT o500 Ly 2] o
18 & UP WELCOME : ’ = ] 3 l :‘a;r;\ Up
" r e - i "'\E‘{ i |

N g DJ
s 'aﬂwnvvmﬁ

GUEST DJ’S

RAl I\ fGAU' #tgm'rgg&:- VICTOR CALDERON

BEYOND WONDERLAND
Official Pride After Party

2401 SAN JACINTO « HOUSTON, TX e:F\’ICI—IS' RICHSNIGHTCLUB.COM f B
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MAD TEA
Official Pride Closing Party

Saturday, June 24 II ‘ = Sunday, June 25
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PORTRAITS o PRIDE

b VALERIE TATE

I'm amom, a grandmother, a sister, an
. aunt, a daughter, a friend, and a lover.

r I'm creative. 'm a storyteller, a poet, a

" photographer, and a world traveler. 'm

" aqueen, awarrior, and a peacemaker,

. both brave and fearful. I'm an elder, and
young at heart. Wise, yet a fool for love.
Iam proud of who I am.Iam Valerie, a
woman-loving woman. And even with
all of these labels, I cannot be contained.

The future generations of the LGBTQ community should know they

are never alone. We must continue to stand up against the hate that has
been thrown at us for avery long time. It is our duty to take action and
get involved in any way we can, so that we can achieve equality for all
Americans. When I was kicked out of my home for coming out as a gay
teen, I didn’t have anyone there for me. Thanks to members of the Hu-
man Rights Campaign who accepted, guided, and molded me, today I am
aproud, achieving adult and activist.
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Lot

A.DANIELRAMOS

T am asixth-generation Two Spirit/Chicano/Tejano. Twenty years ago,
Ithought mylife was over when I was diagnosed with HIV. I thought no
one would love me. I felt that Ilet down my family and my friends. I was
ashamed and scared. With love from my familia, and my connection to
Tonantzin/Mother Earth, Irealized I was given an opportunity to make
achange in mylife and impact the lives of others. Learning from fierce
community leaders and healers, I realized I was not alone. There was and
ishope, love, and life to live and share. AsI walk, I wish to share my life and
love with all. I seek to promote acceptance, healing, and understanding. ™
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mm Same sex
BN visa petitions

WE TAKE PRIDE IN MAKING ALL YOUR
IMMIGRATION MATTERS OUR PRIORITY

All immigration cases including courts appeals, bonds, business visas, investors

A \a
\ A
\

~——

GONZALEZ OLIVIERI LLC

IMMIGRATION LAW FIRM, HOUSTON, TEXAS

"Mr. Gonzalez filed and USCIS
approved our visa,
the first gay visa petition
in Texas."
-Fred Smith and Isaias Rivas

Raed Gonzalez, JD LLM
Immigration Attorney

GonzalezOlivierillc.com 713-481-3040 EvitaLaDeportacion.com
Hablamos Espanol

DENISE O'DOHERTY '

LPC, LMFT, LCDC, RN

SINGLES WORKSHOP

Sunday, July 16, 2017 < 1:30 - 4:00 pm
Unity Church « 2929 Unity Drive * Houston, TX 77057

“ROMANTIC RELATIONSHIPS — WHAT MAKES THEM WORK?"
The workshop is based on concepts with a record of
proven results for spark, chemistry and long-term success

in loving relationships. $25 suggested love offering.

BESTI MEHTAI IlHllTII TIIE RAPI
OutSmart Reader’s Choice Awards 2004-2016

K RelationshipTherapistRN.com
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Planning Your Pride

June is chock full of LGBT festivities in Houston.

Compiled by Marene Gustin
Photos by Dalton DeHart

C}

ear your rainbow best and get downtown early for a good parking Rainbow Ritual
The 2017 Houston Pride Parade

spot, as there will be hundreds of thousands of folks celebrating steps off at 8:30 p.m. on June 24.

the 2017 Houston LGBT Pride Festival on June 24. The party
kicks off at noon at Hermann Square in front of City Hall, and frolics along until
the big nighttime parade beginning at 8:30 p.m. But don’t expend all your energy
on just one day, because Pride Houston (one of the oldest and biggest Pride
parties in the South) rocks and rolls along all month long! Here’s the lowdown on
the rundown of events in and around Houston. —
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Ask your doctor if a medicine made by Gilead is right for you.

onepillchoices.com

© 2015 Gilead Sciences, Inc. All rights reserved. UNBC1851 03/15
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Proud of the
Members of Our
Community that
make it Unique.

DENIS “WO0ODJA”
FLANIGAN, PH. D.
Licensed psychologist

Psychotherapy, Career Counseling,
Individual, & Relationship Counseling

\ Voted Best Psychologist

—

2011-2015 OutSmart
Readers Choice Awards

Yy Advanced clinical experience in BDSM/Kink,
polyamory, open relationships, infidelity, Transgender
: issues, and pagan spirituality in an accepting
and non-judgmental environment.

HELPING YOU REACH YOUR FULL POTENTIAL!

2211 Norfolk St., Suite 206, Houston, TX 77098
www.Houston-Psychologist.com | 713-589-9804

For mental health news, and information, you can follow me at
www.facebook.com/Flanigan.psychotherapy

RSk SIS HOP DDS

GENERAL DENTISTRY

5959 WEST LOGP SOUTH #620
BELLAIRE, TX 77401

PHONE: (713)-623-2311

Fax: (713)-667-1111

WWW.ROBERTLEEBISHOPDDS.COM
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continued from page 62

Junel

» Pride Superstar Competition

Season 11 of this singing competition will be
held at Rich’s. Free and open to the public.
pridehouston.org

» HATCH Youth Prom

Free for youth ages 13 to 20, HATCH cel-
ebrates LGBT awareness and the upcoming
Pride Week at Numbers Nightclub. This year’s
theme is Forest of Dreams.

hatchyouth.org

June 2

» Stripper Circus

Every Friday, hot male dancers and no cover
throughout June.

richsnightclub.com

June 3

» LHI’s Health Fare

Learn about accessing ACA health insurance
and some free health services at Legacy Com-
munity Health.

lhihouston.org

June 4

» Trash Disco 2017

Krewe of Olympus kicks off Pride with a party
at Rich’s. The disco starts at4 p.m.
kreweofolympus.org
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Super Sing-Off

Season 11 of the Pride Superstar competition,

won last year by Christina Edwards Wells (pictured),
continues at Rich’s through June 22.

June5

» HIV Long-Term Survivor’s Awareness Day
June 5,1981, was the CDC’s first mention of a
rare pneumonia affecting gay men. Remember,
resist, and be resilient.

letskickass.org

June 8

» Pride Superstar Competition

Season 11 of this singing competition will be
held at Rich’s. Free and open to the public.
pridehouston.org

June 9

» This Is How We Pride

Party on at TC’s Houston Premier Show Bar.
facebook.com/events/1368223839938268/

Junel0 & 11

» Galveston Pride Beach Bash

Party on the beach during the day with DJs,
drag queens, and Jell-O shots, then wash off
the sand and head to 23rd St. Station for drinks
and drag shows.

galveston.gaycities.com

June 15

» Pride Superstar Competition

Season 11 of this singing competition will be
held at Rich’s. Free and open to the public.
pridehouston.org —

RESPONSIBLY

#AMONGFRIENDS
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Voted One of
the Best Italian
- Outsmart Readers, 2016

Top 100 Restaurants
- Alison Cook, 2012, 2013,
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e 2014, 2015, 2016
[ 2 a b Essential 38 Restaurants
Serving All Day o Closed - Eater Houston, 2011-2014
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DR. JULIET FARMER

Therapeutic Optometrist

663 EYE ECARE

Voted Best Female Eye Doctor
- OutSmart Readers’ Choice 2016

2502 Woodhead « Houston, Texas 77019 « 713-528-2010+ boutigueeyecare.com

,
JAVIER HERED|A

YOUR FUTURE,
ALLIN
ONE PLACE.

JaviRealtor.com

..)fcp 6J cun b
the Pride TFestive

= « |ndus

Immed

713.528.2000
3550 MAIN STREET » HOUSTON, TX 77002
midmain@greystar.com
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We offer variety solutions!
Looking to Buy, Rent or
Sell2 From Homes, Condos
or Apartments, Call or
Text me Now...

Javier Heredia

+1 530.4040.555
Realtor.Javi@gmail.com

W

continued from previous page

June 16

» Gay Men’s Chorus of Houston Concert
Broadway, Boys and Boas, GMCH’s first show
at MATCH, will be an exciting and electric
Pride concert featuring the very best of Broad-
way, past and present.

bepahouston.org

June 22

¥ Interfaith Pride Service

A special Pride service at Congregation Emanu
Elat7p.m.

faithleaderscoalition.org

» Pride Superstar Competition Finale
Season 11 of this singing competition will be
held at Rich’s. Free and open to the public.
pridehouston.org

June 23

» Eden, A Girl Pride Party

Thisis an official Pride Houston party for the
ladies at Pearl Bar (okay, guys can come, t0o).
Starts at 5 p.m., must be 21 years of age, and
there’s a suggested $10 donation at the door.
Fun includes an inflatable funhouse, silent
auction, and a burlesque show!
pridehouston.org

» Rainbow on the Green

Come downtown for the Pride park party at
Discovery Green, across from the convention
center. Food, fun, and entertainment on several
stages, including CeCe Peniston and The Voice’s
season 12’s Stephanie Rice. It all starts at 7 p.m.
Presented by Legacy Community Health.
discoverygreen.com

» Pride Shabbat Dinner

With the support of several local congrega-
tions, Houston-area Jews will attend a Pride
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Prodigiously Proud
The parade typically draws several hundred thousand
people, making it the largest Pride event in the Southwest.

Shabbat Dinner at Congregation Beth Yeshu-
run. Following 6 p.m. services, the Lanier
Middle School Klezmer Band, along with other
invited musicians, will play at the dinner and
in the June 24 parade.

keshethouston.org

» Intercollegiate Pride Mixer

Aggie Pride, the Texas Exes Pride Alumni
Network, and the UH LGBTQ Alumni Associa-
tion will host the fourth annual Intercollegiate
Pride Mixer from 6 to 9 p.m. at Guava Lamp.
tinyurl.com/pride-mixer

June 24

» Houston Pride Festival

Join us downtown for the daylong festival and
the exciting nighttime parade. It’s all free and
open to the public (a couple hundred thousand
ofthem), so get here early. The festival starts at
noon, and the parade kicks off at 8:30 p.m. Yes,
it’s free, but VIP tickets are also available that
include food, drink, and stadium seating.
pridehouston.org

» Pride Pub Crawl

Getyourdrink on from 3 p.m.to 9 p.m. with
this downtown pub crawl. Tickets include a
free cup, koozie, wristband, and shades. Get
your ticket online.
itsahoustonthing.com/collections/pubcrawls

» Official Pride After Party, Beyond
Wonderland

‘When the parade’s over, head on over to Rich’s
for the official after party. If you haven’t been
to Rich’s since the remodel, you are in for a
world of delight—two levels for dancing, DJs,
and flashinglights. Be 21 or over and drink
responsibly, but don’t forget to have fun.
pridehouston.org —
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Wet and Wild
The Houston Pride Festival begins at noon on June 24 in Hermann Square at City Hall.

Pusno You proe

continued from previous page

June 25 June 30—July 4 July1 August 26

» Mad Tea (the Official Closing Party)  # Austin Chill Weekend » Bigger than Texas Pride » Austin Pride Parade/Festival
Don’t be sad, come back to Rich’s A fun, three-day weekend featur- Parade and Festival The capitol’s Pride parade and fest.
for one final blowout until next ing Bears, Brotherhood, Bever- San Antonio’s main Pride event austinpride.org

year! Cover charge TBA. It starts ages, Bar-B-Q, and a Bear Party held at Crocket Park.

at 5 p.m.and runs until midnight. Barge on Lake Travis. pridesanantonio.org Marene Gustin is a regular con-
pridehouston.org austinchillweekend.org tributor to OUTSMART magazine.

10% of Proceeds from tonight’s event will go tc

Kick e

MYUCAIA

TACO STAN »

ill be spinning

Drink Specials all night
GUGSt Host Tatlana ~..and Half off Appetizers

1cee ~ from 5-7pm as
=i HORNITOS: [ ERECEee

006 | YucatanTacoStand.com
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Female
Grand
Marshal

Partners in Pride

Sallie Wyatt-Woodell
succeeds her wife, Carol,
as female grand marshal.

By Brandon Wolf

40th birthday is something most
Apeople are ambivalent about, and it’s

usually not amilestone they remem-
ber years later.

But Sallie Wyatt-Woodell will always re-
member her 40th birthday—April 27, the same
day she was named female grand marshal of
the Houston Pride parade.

“Especially because I'm still at a relatively
early age, and I had some very strong and
very deserving competition, it was fabulous
to feel the love and support of my community,
and to know that they appreciate how hard
I'm working to make things better,” Wyatt-
Woodell says.

Inbeing named this year’s grand marshal,
she and her wife, Carol Wyatt-Woodell, have
made history as the first couple in which both
partners have received the honor. Carol served in1977. She credits her parents with instilling
as Pride grand marshal in 2010. in her an awareness that she was lucky to have

“It highlights what kind of a couple we been given so many advantages, and a sense of

are—both ofusare
tireless volunteers,”
Wyatt-Woodell says. “It
does make our relation-
ship easier. With many
couples, one partner is
actively involved and
the other stays more at
home. We understand
when the other can’t be
home some evenings
due to avolunteer ac-
tivity. But we do [set
aside regular nights] on
our calendars as date
nights.”

Sallie Wyatt-Wood-
ell was born in Houston

responsibility to share
them by volunteering.
She came out at
age 24. “Iwanted to
be authentic,” Wyatt-
Woodell says.
After earning a de-
gree in English litera-
ture at Rhodes College

credits her parents

with instilling in her a
sense of responsibility

to share her advantages,
especially through
volunteering.

Couple of Activists

Sallie Wyatt-Woodell (I) and her wife, Carol, are the first couple in which both spouses

have been named Pride Houston grand marshals.

in Tennessee, she worked at Barnes & Noble in
Houston, rising from bookseller to department
manager. For the last seven years, she’s worked
asaparalegal.

Bored with the bar scene, Wyatt-Woodell
began volunteering in the LGBT community
in 2010 by taking a friend’s advice and joining
The Diana Foundation. The organization had
only three female members at the time, and
she says the men charmed her into joining. She
would serve as secretary for three terms.

But Wyatt-Woodell felt she needed more
lesbians in herlife, so in 2013 she joined the
Kindred Spirits Endowment Foundation,
which arose from the 1980s nightclub Kindred
Spirits. The Foundation supports nonprofits
providing health and human-services assis-
tance to women. It was at a Kindred Spirits
meeting that Sallie met Carol.

“Aboard meeting is a good place to see
someone’s core values,” says Sallie, who —
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served as secretary for Kindred Spirits until its
absorption into the Montrose Center in 2016.

Carol Wyatt-Woodell, a former Pride
Houston president, is known for her annual
fundraising Christmas party that has raised
thousands in each of the last 16 years to benefit
groups such as Out for Education, the Creat-
ing Change Conference, HRC’s Welcoming
Schools program, and the Montrose Center’s
NEST program.

Since 2013, Sallie Wyatt-Woodell has
served as co-host of the Christmas fundraiser,
now known as “Carol & Sallie’s Christmas
Party.”

“We are awed to be the first couple to both
win this wonderful honor,” Carol says. “Com-
munity involvement brought us together, and
it continues to be the foundation for our social
lives and our network of friends. We don’t do
what we do for the recognition, but we have to
admit that we are very proud that we’ll both be
able to wear the grand-marshal medals.”

Reflecting on her community involvement,
Sallie says she seeks out organizations and
activities that are diverse. “Especially now,
we should all be working together, not against
other members of the community,” she says.

She currently serves as volunteer outreach
coordinator for OutReach United, which has
raised over $350,000 for LGBT organizations
since 2006. After joining the Out for Education
board in 2013, she was elected president of that
organization last month.

“Iloved the mission statement—‘Investin
our future,” she says. “Alot of LGBT kids are
kicked out of their homes and [can barely] sur-
vive, much less go to college. The organization
awards 50 scholarships ayear.”

In 2016, Sallie Wyatt-Woodell branched
out into politics by joining the Houston chap-
ter of The Victory Fund, which is dedicated
to electing LGBT candidates to office. “The
annual [Victory Fund] brunch is a favorite of
mine,” she says. “At last year’s brunch, some-
thing really resonated with me—I was incred-
ibly moved with all of the speakers. And Iwas
getting worried about the 2016 election. I'm
an optimist, but the current political situation
scares me.”

In fact, she calls it “terrifyingly unstable.”

“Women’s rights are under attack, and
things could go very, very badly,” she says,
adding that she draws hope from the energy of
recent protests and the number of women run-
ning for office.

“I hope the momentum continues, and
carries us through a 2018 midterm victory,”
she says.

In addition to her LGBT activism, Wyatt-
Woodell is involved with animal rescue. “It’s
like a third-world country out there for home-
less animals in Houston,” she says. She and
her wife share their home with three rescue
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dogs—Charlie, Chance, and Winnie—and two
rescue cats, Metro and Molly Ivins.

“We are huge fans of Molly Ivins,” Wyatt-
Woodell says of the legendary Texas journalist.
“When we met that cat, we had just seen a one-
woman play about Ivins, and the cat seemed
so much like her. She doesn’t put up with
anything from our big dogs—and she’s smart,
opinionated, and very well-spoken.”

The same could be said of Wyatt-Woodell
herself.

Returning to the subject of LGBT rights,
she says she looks forward to the day when
the community is truly equal, and no longer
treated as second-class citizens.

“[That means] not having to worry that cur-
rent marriages could be voided, feeling secure
we can visit the ones we love in a hospital, not
having to [worry about] where we go because
we might be discriminated against or attacked,
being able to raise kids in loving environments
[where they won’t] be judged for who their par-
ents are, and not being hated by religious and
political groups,” she says.

“Compassion can truly make our own little
corners of the world better places,” she adds.
“Ifyou can put aname and face to a gay person,
your mind will be changed. It’s no longer some
sinner, it’s Carol and Sallie across the street.”

Brandon Wolf'is a frequent contributor to
OuTSMART magazine.
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Marshaling Visibility

Activist Lou Weaver makes
history as first trans man
selected for the honor.

By Brandon Wolf
Photo by Eric Edward Schell

ou Weaver’s epiphany occurred at a
Ldrag show in 2008, when he happened

to strike up a conversation with anoth-
er man who identified as transgender.

At one point, the man said, “Oh my God, I
must call you ‘he.”

Weaver says it was the first time he’d felt
truly validated for who he was. That simple
statement managed to change his life and pro-
pelhim forward.

He hasn’t stopped since.

This year, Weaver received another major
validation—being selected as the male grand
marshal for the 2017 Houston Pride parade.
On the night of the grand-marshal announce-
ments, he was in Dallas for his job as a coor-
dinator for trans programming at Equality
Texas. But he watched via Facebook Live on
OutSMmART’s Facebook page.

“Iwas very excited and very happy—es-
pecially that Houston elected a transgender
man for this honor for the first time,” he says.
“Ninety percent of people know someone who
is gay or lesbian, but only 10 percent know a
transgender individual. We want to change
that.”

In addition to his work at Equality Texas,
where he oversees the award-winning Texas
TransVisible Project, Weaver is a popular
speaker on trans topics, especially healthcare.
He’s advised several Fortune 500 companies
and law-enforcement agencies on trans-
inclusive policies, and he currently serves on
the Human Rights Campaign’s National Board
of Governors as co-chair of the Diversity and
Inclusion Committee.

For Weaver, like many trans people, it’s
been aremarkable journey. He was born in

1970 in southern California and moved with
his family to Colorado when he was seven.

By age 19, Weaver was self-identifying as a
masculine lesbian. He knew he was attracted
towomen, but he didn’t feel like a typical lesbi-
an—and didn’t know there were other options.

“I saw Boys Don’t Cry,” Weaver says, refer-
ring to the iconic 1999 film about the hate-
crime murder of transman Brandon Teena.
“That occurred in Nebraska. In Wyoming,
Matthew Shepard was murdered. I didn’t feel
very comfortable in Colorado, right between
those two incidents. People I knew were ner-
vous, too.”

In 2002, he moved to Houston to be close to
his mother. After being validated by the man at
the drag show, Weaver began using male pro-
nouns. He started hormone therapy, eventually
underwent “top surgery,” and legally changed

OutSmartMagazine.com |

He’s the First
Lou Weaver speaks at a news conference at Houston City Hall on January 5.

his name and gender marker.

In 2009, Weaver accepted an invitation
from his friend and community leader Lilly
Roddy to speak about trans issues as part ofa
panel discussion at the University of Houston-
Clear Lake, which he called an “amazing ex-
perience.” He later joined the Houston-based
Transgender Foundation of America, and
attended his first Houston Transgender Unity
Banquet.

“I’'d never seen that many people celebrat-
ing transgender Houstonians,” he says. “I was
overwhelmed—seeing allies, spouses, friends,
and even Mayor [Annise] Parker.”

Weaver also joined the local group STAG
(Some Transgenders Are Guys). “It was won-
derful to see other guys just like me, and to see
myselfreflected in them,” he says.

In 2013, Weaver helped lead a successful —

JUNE 2017 | 75


http:// outsmartmagazine.com 

__ue
BABA
YEGA

CAFE

Join us for our
THURSDAY & FRIDAY LUNCH BUFFET

A variety of hot dishes, salad bar, fruit bar, soup and dessert bar.

Available Thursday & Friday from 11am - 2pm $16 per person

2607 Grant Street | 713.522.0042 | Babayega.com

(QutvSmart One of the BEST
G. AYEST Places to Buy Eyewear
& GREATEST ONE OF THE BEST

2016 EYE DOCTORS

* Y * (Dr Christine Tyler, OD)

2013-2016 OutSmart Readers’ Choice Awards

Ege Contact

2055 Westheimer Rd. @ Shepherd
713-520-6600 | www.eyecontact.com

Eye Health and Vision Exams, Contact Lens Fittings
Huge Selection of Designer Glasses

Many Vision Plans and Health Plans accepted
Independent, privately owned

Serving Central Houston for more than 18 years

76 | JUNE 2017 | OutSmartMagazine.com

MARSHALING VISIBILITY

continued from previous page

effort to add a trans marker at the Montrose
Remembrance Garden, the memorial honor-
ing LGBT victims of violence. A trans woman,
MyraIcal, had recently been brutally mur-
dered and dumped in a field in Montrose. “At
the memorial service in that field, so many
people showed up to honor her. It was the first
time I spoke publicly, and it was a turning point
for me,” he says. “Irealized I couldn’t forget
those who are fighting daily. I walk through the
world with privilege, while others are strug-
gling day-to-day just to survive.”

In 2014, Weaver co-chaired the National
Gay and Lesbian Task Force’s Creating Change
Conference in Houston. And in 2015, he was
very active in efforts to pass—and later de-
fend—the Houston Equal Rights Ordinance.
“Our opponents were attacking part of my
community, saying trans women were preda-
tors,” Weaver says of the HERO fight. Before
transitioning, Weaver had been told to get out
of women’s restrooms. But when he started us-
ing men’s rooms, there were no problems.

“I'minvisible as atransgender man, but
my transgender sisters need protection,” he
says, adding he was devastated by the repeal of
HERO. “Ireally didn’t see that coming.”

Fran Watson, president of the Houston
GLBT Political Caucus, says Weaver “did not
stop” during the HERO fight. “He worked tire-
lessly to lobby City Council, and he worked
even harder until the last vote was cast on No-
vember 3,2015,” Watson says. “Lou wore sev-
eral hats, educated the masses, slept few hours,
and drank alot of Dr Pepper.”

Weaver joined the staff of Equality Texas
in 2016 as the group’s first coordinator of
trans programs. He travels the state educating
people through presentations and workshops,
and seeks out others who are willing to share
their stories. The Texas TransVisible Project,
which uses photographs and videos to present
the trans community in a realistic manner,
recently won a bronze recognition from the na-
tional Telly Awards in the Online Video/Web
Series category. “We need to expose people
to trans people, so they realize who we are,”
Weaver says.

In addition to promoting visibility, two
of Weaver’s top priorities are combatting
violence against trans women of color and
advocating for trans healthcare. “They are so
rejected, and often have to turn to dangerous
situations like sex work just to survive,” he says
of trans women of color, adding that healthcare
is also “a huge problem.”

“We live in the third-largest U.S. city, with
aworld-class medical center, and yet the doc-
tors aren’t even trained about transgender
health issues such as hormones,” he says.

Nevertheless, Weaver believes the tide
began to turn in favor of trans rights about five
years ago, and people are now willing to be
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educated on the issues.

“Historically, all homophobia is trans-
phobia,” he says. “Homophobia is [rooted in
gender-based] standards of behavior, and those
who don’t conform are rejected.”

But he avoids labeling those who oppose
transrights as “haters.”

“They justlive narrow lives,” he says. “La-
beling them ‘haters’is just going to make them
angry and harder to reach.”

Weaver says the presence of trans celebri-
tieslike Caitlyn Jenner and Laverne Cox, as
well as trans characters on popular TV shows,
have made his work easier. He adds that he was
“amazed” by the recent election of 18-year-old
Mike Floyd (who ran on a platform of support
for trans rights) to the Pearland school board.

Despite occasional setbacks, Weaver says
his faith is renewed “every time I get to have
aconversation, or if I see parents supporting
their trans children, or when I go somewhere
and I'm not the only trans person there.”

Overall, he calls the state of the trans
movement “pretty exciting.”

“Ifyou don’t grab on, it will pass you by,” he
says. “We are on a trajectory for success. Some-
times life is tough, but we are so much further
ahead [in 2017 than I predicted] we would be
two years ago.”

Brandon Wolf'is a frequent contributor to
OuTSMART magazine.
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Her Sisters’ Keeper

Activist and ally Aimee
Broadhurst is fighting for her
three lesbian siblings.

By Brandon Wolf

imee Broadhurst has vivid memories
Aof Christmas as a child. She typically
got “girl” gifts—clothes and dolls.
But her younger sisters, Kellie and Kristy,
got thingslike G.I. Joe action figures, model
trains, adrum set, a trampoline, and even foot-
ball gear.

“We used to watch Sunday-afternoon
football, and they would dress up like their
two favorite Washington Redskins players,”
Broadhurstrecalls.

Broadhurst didn’t give it much thought
at the time. In fact, it wasn’t until her sisters

came out to her decades later that things began

to make sense. Later, their mother remarried
and they gained alesbian stepsister.

Having three out siblings helped inspire
Broadhurst to become a passionate supporter

of LGBT rights, culminating in her being named

ally grand marshal for the 2017 Houston Pride
parade. She says she’s “humbled and honored”
by the recognition, and hopes to use the oppor-
tunity to reinforce and expand her work.
“Ifyouhave a . ! ;
problem with my
sisters, then you have
aproblem with me,”
Broadhurst says. “I
have ajustice per-
sonality. When I see
something unfair, I
try to fix it. I just came
wired that way.”
Broadhurst, a
corporate commu-
nications manager
for Bank of America,
serves as co-lead for
the bank’s Ally Pro-
gram that supports its

Pride at Work

Broadhurst, shown with her husband, Trey,
serves as co-lead for the 18,000-member Ally
Program at Bank of America, which has become
a model for other corporations.

LGBT Pride employee resource group. Bank
of America’s Ally Program, with more than

18,000 members, has
become a model for
other corporations.

Broadhurstisalso
activein alocal LGBT-
affirming congrega-
tion, Plymouth United
Church of Christin
Spring.

Although her sis-
ters have partly fueled
her activism, she says
she first became an
LGBT ally thanks to
her many gay male
friends at the Peabody
Conservatory of

FamilyFirst

Aimee Broadhurst (c), the Houston Pride parade’s 2017 ally grand marshal, with two of her three gay sisters,
Kellie (I) and Kristy. “If you have a problem with my sisters, you have a problem with me,” Broadhurst says.

Music in Baltimore, where she attended col-
lege. And she credits her mother with instilling
in her the importance of speaking up for the
marginalized and the voiceless.

Broadhurst was born and raised in North
Carolina. She recalls the family had a basket-
ball hoop that her sisters used, but she pre-
ferred to read—often checking out 10 books ata
time from the library.

Kellie and Kristy were athletes and mem-
bers of the swimming, basketball, and tennis
teams. Noting that “bathroom issues” go clear
back to the 1970s, Broadhurst recalls one in-
cident at arestaurant in which a woman tried
to kick Kellie and Kristy out of the women’s
restroom because they had short hair and were
dressed like tomboys. But even then, Aimee
suspected nothing.

“They dated [boys] in high school and —
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college,” Broadhurstrecalls, adding that she
justthought “they were the athletes and Iwas
the singer.”

‘When Kristy came out to herin 1986,
Broadhurst told her sister, “If that’s who you
are, that’s who you are.”

Kristy Kennedy now lives in Washington
DC with her wife, Ginger, and three children
they adopted from Russia. She called her sis-
ter’s words “so comforting.” “It helped me stop
thinking there was something wrong with me,”
Kennedy says.

Broadhurst moved from North Carolina
to The Woodlands in 2001 after her husband,
Trey, accepted a job at Lone Star community
college in Conroe. They have two daughters.

She first attended Houston Pride a few
years ago, as part of a group from her church
that served free snow cones to parade-goers.

“Gay people have been beaten over the head
with the Bible because homosexuality does not
fit into some people’s belief systems,” she says.
“We felt it was important to show that some
churches were affirming.”

Broadhurst joined Plymouth UCC in
2010, after hearing about the church from gay
friends. Her previous experiences in the Meth-
odist and Episcopal churches had left her frus-
trated with the relationship between religion
and the LGBT community.

Sherecalls thatin the early 1990s, she at-
tended a Methodist church in Charlotte where
an assistant minister was disciplined after com-
ing out from the pulpit during Pride Month.

After moving to Texas, she and her hus-
band attended an Episcopal church in The
Woodlands where the new rector proclaimed
that he would never hire an openly gay man.
Deeply hurt and angry, Broadhurst stood up
and walked out of the service, tears streaming

Barber Service Available

515 Westheimer' 713.524.7858

wwwHalilr:Sfallloin/Hlo/ufstioin}:clojm
Mon. - Fri. 10am - 7pm | Sat. 10am - 5pm | Sun. Closed
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down her face. “But I did come back for com-
munion, and made him see me with tears in my
eyes,” she says.

In 2009, at the request of a gay coworker,
Broadhurst became communications lead for
the LGBT Pride employee resource group at
Bank of America. In 2013, under the umbrella
of the Pride Network, she helped launch the
bank’s Ally Program.

She was inspired in part by seeing the
differences in her two sisters’ work environ-
ments, where one was out and the other was
not. “It fueled my passion to be visible as a
straight ally at the bank,” Broadhurst says.
“Idon’t ever want a colleague to feel like they
cannot be who they are. The Ally Program
shows how we truly are better when we are
connected. Those connections are only possi-
ble in an environment where every single per-
son brings their whole self to work every day.”

According to Bank of America’s website, the
Ally Program provides opportunities for em-
ployees to participate in educational and vol-
unteer events while learning how to assist the
LGBT community in the challenges it faces.

For each of the last four years, Broadhurst
has spoken about the Ally Program at the Out
& Equal Workplace Summit—the nation’s pre-
eminent conference on LGBT workplace issues
attended by more than 3,000 business lead-
ers. “We don’t just showcase it,” Broadhurst
says. “We show other companies how they can
implement such a program.”

Kennedy attended one of the Workplace
Summits where her sister spoke. “People
flocked to her, showing her the gratitude they
have,” Kennedy says.

Asked about Aimee’s selection as Houston’s
2017 ally grand marshal, Kennedy adds, “I
could not be more proud of her.”

Brandon Wolf'is a frequent contributor to
OuTSMART magazine.

\O‘ Samaritan Counseling

Center of Southeast Texas

Caring for Mind, Body, Spirit & Community Since 1984

Psychotherapy services for individuals
who identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, queer, or questioning
(LGBTQ). A safe, empathetic
environment for people of all
genders and sexual orientations

to find support and undertanding.

Larneka Lavalais, s, ., csc
Licensed Professional Counselor
409/727-6400 ext. 219

Larnekal@sccset.org
www.SCCSET.org

CENTRAL HOUSTON CADILLAC IS
PROUD TO CELEBRATE GAY PRIDE MONTH
WITH OUR LGBTQ COMMUNITY.

Get the Central Houston
Cadillac Advantage Plan

- COMPLIMENTARY LOANER CARS
- FREE OILCHANGES
—FREE TIRE ROTATION & FLUID TOP-OFF

CentralHoustonCadillac.com

—FREE CAR WASH FOR LIFE Ask for
TONY McCLELLAND
E‘n’ Central Houston Cadillac Sales Service
En = Z{_“'ﬂ& 2520 Main Street 832.369.8318 832.369.8288
c A D 1 L L a g Houston TX77002 Mon-Fri 8am-7:30pm  Mon-Fri 7.30am-6pm

CentralHoustonCadillac.com  Sat 9am-6pm

Sat 8:30am-4pm

Eye o lye

INTHE HEIGHTS

Lisa T. Woo, O.D.
Michelle M. Hung, O.D.

Therapeutic Optometrist,
Optometric Glaucoma Specialists

432 West 19th St.
713.864.8822
EyeHeights.com

Mon., Tue., Thur,, Fri. 9a - 6p
Sat.9a - 2p * Wed. & Sun. closed

Signature Eye Care
Contact Lenses
Designer Frames

VOTED BEST
EYE DOCTOR

2007-2012

) 2013-2016
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TYLER VARGAS
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Mobile +1 713.380.5008

Internet Tylervargas.evusa.com
Mail Tyler.vargas@evusa.com
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VICTOR A. FLORES

Montrose Territory Manager
Mobile +1 409.594.1397

Internet Victorflores.evusa.com
Mail Victor.flores@evusa.com
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BOB JONES

Montrose Territory Manager

Mobile +1 713.876.1990
Internet Bobjones.evusa.com
Mail Bob.jones@evusa.com



http:// tylervargas.evusa.com 
http:// victorflores.evusa.com 
http:// bobjones.evusa.com 
mailto:tyler.vargas@evusa.com
mailto:victor.flores@evusa.com
mailto:bob.jones@evusa.com

QUL SerVvices:

Your propenty.needs:

ﬁ;\.

ENGEL&VOLKEFS
PROVATE (FFICE

OUNDED in Hamburg in 1977, Engel & VVolkers is a world leader in luxury real estate with over

540 Branded shops in 38 countries. Bringing together over 8,000 employees under the Engel & Volkers

umbrella brand to help you gain the best possible value your property deserves.

Our skilled team thrives on their experience and their ability to provide an International reach with dynamic
local global marketing programs. In addition to residential and commercial real estate, Engel & Volkers

specializes in luxury yachting and aviation services.

President and Licensed Partner Brooks Ballard, of Engel & Vdlkers
Houston: an innovator and top producing real estate leader in Houston
with over 28 year experience in the real estate industry. In 2015
Europe’s most prestigious global real estate company, Engel & Vélkers
launched into the Houston market, adding a fresh new take on a real
estate agency with our iconic shop on Midtown - near Downtown.

Our highly skilled agents are always motivated to assist any client

or visit who is curious about the boutique charm of the shop.

The combination of local knowledge and experience, with an expanding
global network, gives buyers and sellers premium level of service.

We use the latest technologies, manage an extensive network of
exclusive listings and potential buyers, partner with influence media
outlets, and employee the highest-caliber agents who strive to represent
our distinguished brand. From Houston LGBTQ Chamber of Commerce,
Special Olympic and Houston Polo Club, Engel & Vdlkers is well rooted
into the Houston community. The Houston office services all communities
with territory managers and is continuing its expansion into the market.

Brooks Ballard Interests, Inc.

Licensee of Engel & Volkers U.S. Holdings, Inc.

BROOKS BALLARD
President

Mail brooks.ballard@evusa.com
Phone +713 522 7474

309 Gray St » Houston, Texas ¢ 77002 « Houston.evusa.com

ENGEL&VOLKERS
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Special committee selects Tony Carroll, Marion Coleman,
and Arden Eversmeyer as honorary grand marshals.

By Brandon Wolf

or the first time, Pride Houston has Their former Montrose townhouse was Marion Coleman I
chosen three honorary grand mar- always open for fundraisers, and in 2013 they Coleman is best known as the owner of House
shals for the 2017 parade. While the moved into alarger, custom-built home a few of Coleman print shop, which she operated
traditional grand marshals are nominated and blocks away. “We designed it for large events,” from 1970 to 2006. She also owned and oper-
elected by the LGBT community, the honor- says Smith. Their political fundraisers for ated Kindred Spirits, the legendary lesbian
ary marshals were selected by a special Pride LGBT and LGBT-friendly candidates included bar, from 1980 to 1989.
Houston committee. such political figures as Kim Ogg, Steve Kirk- She is the winner of more than 30 achieve-
Thisyear’s honorary grand marshals will land, and Chris Bell. ment awards, presented to her by such or-
be Arden Eversmeyer, Marion Coleman, and Situated on one of the Montrose streets ganizations as the Montrose Center, Pride
the late Tony Carroll. “They are treasures of where Pride floats used to line up before the Houston, the Houston GLBT Political Caucus,
the community—local heroes who have been parades, their home was open to anyone who the Imperial Court of Houston, OUTSMART
hidden behind the scenes,” says Frankie Qui- needed to cool off, take a bathroom break, or magazine, Gulf Coast Archive & Museum, The
jano, Pride Houston’s board president. charge their phone during the parade. Diana Foundation, Resurrection Metropolitan
Carroll was greatly concerned about the Community Church, and the Executive and
Tony Carrol | 1 plight of LGBT homeless youth. Today, a Mon- Professional Association of Houston (EPAH).
The late Tony trose drop-in center—Tony’s Place—is named She was also named an Honorary Bunny for —
Carroll was for him.
alicensed Although well-known
clinical social for hisrole as a therapist,
worker whose few people knew that
Houston psy- Carroll was a music ma-
chotherapy jorwho loved operaand
practice had theater. The couple had
served mainly alarge church organ in-
LGBT indi- stalled in their home, and
viduals and Carroll was often asked to
couples since play it during their social
the 1980s. His events.
groundbreaking workshops for LGBT singles Carroll died unexpect-
and couples were very successful, and he was edlyin December 2015,
the first openly gay president of the Texas So- while on atrip to New
ciety for Clinical Social Work. York City with Smith.
In 1995, Carroll met his future husband, Smith reveals that the last
Bruce Smith, and they became an inseparable event Carroll attended
couple—even sharing the same building for was the annual Rockettes
their professional practices. Smith is a dentist, Christmas show. “It was
so friends affectionately referred to them as awonderful way for him ®
“Pen.tal and Mgntal.” They Were .legally mar- 'Fo g0,” Smith say.s. “Inhis mind, he still had the Tie Yourself *round the OI’ Oak Tree
riedin Canadain 2003. Smith will represent images of sparkling dancers and a cannon that Marion Coleman stands next to the oak tree she
his partner in the parade. shot glitter all over the audience.” saved in front of what used to be House of Coleman.
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“TREASURES OF THE COMMUNITY’

continued from previous page

Bunnies on the Bayou.

Coleman has served as an officer or board
member for nearly 40 organizations. She was
active in the early years of the Montrose Clinic
(now Legacy Community Health) and the
Montrose Counseling Center (now the Mon-
trose Center).

During the early days of the AIDS crisis,
Coleman organized blood drives at Kindred
Spirits and served on the EPAH Care Team.
She printed high-quality memorial programs
atno cost for victims of the epidemic, and
helped organize countless fundraising events.

Coleman worked as a precinct organizer
for political candidates such as Kathy Whit-
mire, Anthony Hall, Sheila Jackson Lee, Nikki
Van Hightower, Eleanor Tinsley, and Debra
Danburg. And she is especially proud of her
least-known accomplishment—saving a giant
oak tree on West Alabama, in front of House of
Coleman. “I chained myself'to the tree when
they came to cut it down,” she says.

Arden Eversmeyer I
Eversmeyer
founded Lesbi-
ans Over Age
Fifty (LOAF)
in 1987, after
her partner of
33 years died.
LOAF started
with six wom-
en, but today
has amember-
ship of 175
people ranging
in age from 50 to 92. Over the last 30 years, the
group haslaid to rest more than 75 members.

In 1997, Eversmeyer started the Old Les-
bian Oral Herstory Project. She knew LOAF
women in the end stages of their lives and
wanted to capture the histories of those who
were out long before the 1969 Stonewall riots
that sparked the modern gay-rights movement.
The Oral Herstory Project is now a national
effort that has captured more than 550 his-
tories. Two books have been published, and a
third one is in the works. “Every one of us has
astory,” Eversmeyer says. “You don’t have to
climb Mount Everest for your life to be impor-
tant and interesting.”

Eversmeyer also built alibrary of lesbian
periodicals, books, music, videos, and memo-
rabilia. Last year, she transferred that collec-
tion—80 boxes of materials—to the Texas A&M
University library. She and other LOAF mem-
bers remain the most popular speakers at the
Montrose Center’s Hatch program for LGBT
youth, recounting their life experiences.

LR

Brandon Wolf'is a frequent contributor to
OuTSMART magazine.
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Rainbow Keeps Rolling

'Voice’ contestant, skating
violinist will headline
popular Pride event at
Discovery Green.

By Marene Gustin

ack up your friends and some picnic
Psnacks for the outdoor pre-Pride Fes-

tival party at downtown’s Discovery
Green park. You can also bring the whole fam-
ily—your kids and even your dogs, as long as
they’re on aleash. (The dogs, thatis.)

“This is our seventh year,” says park
director Barry Mandel. “Last year, we had
5,000 people show up. It’s become so popular
that we now do Rainbow on Ice [during
the holidays when Kinder Lake turns into an
ice-skating rink], and this year in March we
had our very first Rainbow and Roll with a
roller rink.”

Both of those events were sparked by the
popularity of the original Rainbow on the
Green during Pride Week. As for those picnic
baskets, you don’t have to bring one. In addi-
tion to the food and drink vendors, both of the
park’s Schiller Del Grande restaurants—The
Grove, and the more causal Lake House—will
be open.

Mandel also points out that several new
restaurants around the urban park are now
open and offer patio views of the Rainbow fes-
tivities. Although the party starts at 7 p.m., if
you get there right at 6:00 you can score a free
street-parking space around the park. Other-
wise, you can pay for the underground garage
or one of the nearby lots.

And did we mention the entertainment?
CeCe Peniston (whose signature “Finally” is
one of the biggest-selling dance records in his-
tory) is headlining, and the Houston-based alt-
folk band Colonial Blue will play. Yes, that Co-
lonial Blue—whose lead singer and songwriter
is Stephanie Rice, the Texas native who made
itinto the top 11 contestants on season 12 of
The Voice before being eliminated on May 2.

Rice, who was abandoned by her parents
because she came out as gay, won iTunes fame

DALTON DEHART

/

)

©

Blazing New Trailz

Angelina DM Trailz, shown at Rainbow and Roll in March, is a Lady Gaga impersonator and classically trained
violinist who plans to perform on a hoverboard at Rainbow on the Green.

with her blind audition for the show with Kelly
Clarkson’s sorrowful “Piece by Piece.” She got
knocked out on the April 11 matchup with Troy
Ramey, but coach Alicia Keys wisely used her
steal to get Rice back. Rice again made a splash
on May 1 with her soaring rendition of The
Who’s “Behind Blue Eyes,” but it wasn’t enough
to make it to the top 10.

Inaninterview with OuTSmART, Rice
called her run on The Voice “an incredible
experience,” adding that she never thought
she’d get as far as she did. The day after being
eliminated, she wrote a thank-you song for her
supporters, which will appear on her upcoming
second album.

“The support from the fans, both here in
Houston and on social media, was so inspir-
ing,” Rice said. “I feel like a fire has been lit and
I'mreadyto go.”

Rice said she’s still unsure if her parents
were even aware of her appearance on The
Voice.

In addition to Rice, Rainbow on the Green
will feature another you-won’t-want-to-miss-
this act by Angelina DM Trailz. If you've been

OutSmartMagazine.com |

to Hamburger Mary’s or South Beach, you may
have seen Angelina, whose stage name comes
from Lady Gaga’s real name (Stefani Joanne
Angelina Germanotta) and the character of
Angel from Rent.

“I'm a Lady Gaga impersonator,” says An-
gelina. “And a classically trained violinist.” —

The Voice of Pride

Stephanie Rice, who made the final 11 on The Voice,
returns to Houston to perform with her band,
Colonial Blue.
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TRADE YOUR CAMERA FOR CASH!

TEXAS’ BEST SELECTION OF

Canon Nikon SONY. and all major brands
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Howiton

CAMERA

5900 Richmond Ave. (at Fountainview) Houston, TX 77057
Store Hours: Mon-Fri: 10am-7pm; Sat: 10am-6pm

713-789-6901 1-800-CAMERA-5
hcehouston.com
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RainBow KEeeps RoOLLING

":ONH'JUE'[‘I (FDW p!’E“/!DU e

In fact, she studied violin at Houston’s High
School for the Performing and Visual Arts and
hasbeen performing for 13 years, the last two
in drag. With props.

“Playing the violin on ahoverboard in heels
isn’t as easy as itlooks,” she sighs. No, it doesn’t
look easy at all, but she does it with style—and
it may be one of the most entertaining things
you'll see during Pride Week.

Thisisher first time performing at Rain-
bow on the Green, although she did appear at
the inaugural Rainbow and Roll. “Iloved it,”
she says. “It was the most diverse crowd I've
ever performed for, and skating around and
playing with the downtown backdrop behind
the crowd was like I was performing for the
whole city!”

Angelinaisn’t sure if the park is going to al-
low her hoverboard—if not, she’ll go back to her
rainbow-colored roller blades. Oh, and she’s
learningtoice skate, so you just might see her
later this year at Rainbow on Ice.

Rainbow on the Green is sponsored by Land Rover
Houston Central and Legacy Community Health,
along with partners My Gay Houston, OUTSMART,
Greater Houston LGBT Chamber of Commerce,
Schiller Del Grande Restaurant Group, AJ’s
Urban Petals, CinerGy Works, LTR Lewis Clover-
dale Foundation, Aspen Out, Out & Equal, Out-
Reach United, Culinaire, and Wells Fargo.

What: Land Rover Houston Central’s
Rainbow on the Green, presented by Legacy
Community Health

When: June 23 at 7 p.m.

Where: Discovery Green

Details: discoverygreen.com

Marene Gustin is a regular contributor to
OuTSMART magazine.

GLBT Cﬁ&ioUiEVENTS Fﬂ A+

(800) 592-9058

www.AquafestCruises.com
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URBAN TRAVELER
We get it: your animal companion has

been there, done it, seen the world.
Domesticated life is so passé.

We’re not going to try and change their
spirit for adventure. Why would we?
Urban Animal celebrates your pet’s
uniqueness and is here when you
need us 7 days a week.

Urbananimalveterinary.com
1327 Yale St., Houston, TX 77008
713-863-0088

Meon-Fri 10-7pm

e Sat 10 -3pm

L] Sun 11-3pm

View the 3D virtual tour on HAR.com!
1515 Thornton zoned to Oak Forest Elementary.
Brand new 5 bedrooms, PLUS a study, PLUS a wired
media room, PLUS a game room!...$974,999.

HOUSTON « AUSTIN
1135 Heights Boulevard
Houston, TX 77008
KarenDerr.com - 713.875.7050

SUMMER __
SUNGLASS
SALE

JUNE1-JULY30
30% OFF ALL
IN-STOCK
SUNGLASS FRAMES

THE
EYE
GALLERY

CELEBRATING PRIDE SINCE 2008

EYEGALLERYHOUSTON . COM

1808 WESTHEIMER RD. - RIVER QAKS

1700 POST OAK BLVD. CNEXT TO WHOLE FODDS)
POST OAK LOCATION NOW OPEN SUMBAYSI

713,823 4273
745.622.7470.
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LTR Lewis Cloverdale Foundation Bids Farewell

Over the last thirty-plus years, | have had the honor of being one of the founding
Directors of The Holleyfield Foundation; The Elliot H. Mathews Foundation; The Frost
Foundation, and The LTR Lewis Cloverdale Foundation.

| have always believed it is unethical to serve on a Board which reviews grant
applications from organizations who have members on the Board and therefore |
have not been able to serve in any other community-based organizations. | look
forward to becoming more active in the grass roots of our community and use the
talents | acquired in the civil rights and anti-war movements of the 60’s and 70’s.

| currently Chair is the Lewis Foundation, which has made its last Grants with
the distribution of $750,000 to the Montrose Center and $55,000 to the Houston
Symphony and which will provide an enduring legacy for Bob Lewis and fulfill the
purposes for which the foundation was created.

The work | have been able to do was only possible through the extraordinary
generosity of my friends Jay Hollyfield, Elliot Mathews, Monty Frost, and Robert
“Bob” Lewis.

| would also like to thank all of the extraordinary people | have met along the
way, with special gratitude to Bill McDugal, Wendy Harshbarger, Greg Barbutti,
Mark Wood, and Floyd Robinson; without whose support | would not have lasted
30 years.

It is now time for me to focus on my law practice and to try “defying gravity.”

By best,
Terry Baggoft




Houston’s Stonewall

The night Anita Bryant came to Texas.

By Andrew Edmonson

C N
)

“Before Anita, ‘gay community’
meant where the bars were.
After Anita, ‘gay community’
meant people.”

- Houston LGBT activist Ray Hill

Sign of the Times

As LGBT protesters gathered outside The Depository Il bar before the march, some struggled with a sense of
foreboding. “We braced for the worst, but it had to be done,” recalls transgender activist Phyllis Frye.

moment in Texas LGBT history. It drew

thousands to the streets to protestina
deeply homophobic time, focused national
media attention on the Bayou City’s nascent
gay-rights movement, and inspired waves of
LGBT activism.

Forty years ago this month—on June
16,1977—more than 8,000 gay and straight
marchers took to the streets of downtown
Houston to protest singer and antigay cru-
sader Anita Bryant, who was performing at the
Texas State Bar Association’s annual conven-
tion at the Hyatt Regency Hotel.

I twas Houston’s Stonewall, a watershed

OutSmartMagazine.com

The protest made front-page news in Hous-
ton, and was covered by the New York Times,
United Press International, NBC News Nation-
al Radio, and The Advocate, among others. “New
York and L.A. used to get all the news. This
demonstration put Houston, Texas, on the map,”
recalls Rev. Troy Perry, founder of the Metro-
politan Community Churches, the first inter-
national denomination for LGBT Christians.

“That that many people showed up was
justincredible,” says Perry, who was a featured
speaker at the march. “I constantly travelled
doing rallies, preaching at churches, and talk-
ing to organizations. I talked about that —
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HousToN’s STONEWALL

continued from previous page

march everywhere I went. They would ask me,
‘Is there anything happening for gay
rights in Middle America?’
Itold the Houston story over
and over again.”
Virginia Apuzzo, who
served as executive director of
the National Gay and Lesbian
Task Force, also spoke at the
march. “Anita Bryant and her
folks may well have thought Texas
would be easy,” Apuzzo says. “But

For one evening...
come out of your

loset...
Sou may never go back.

THURSDAY... JUNE 16...8pm...at
BAGEY and McGOWEN: .
Dapasitary 1] parkimg Int

A PEACEFUL RALLY...
TO SHOW OUR
STRENGTH/UNITY...
BRING A CANDLE...
BE PROMPT...

ALL NATIONAL AND LOEAL
LEADERS ARE EMPHASIZING
THE NECESSITY OF A PEACE-
FUL, NON-VIOLENT RALLY.
ANYTHING TD THE CONTRARY
COULD DO IMMENSE HARM TO
THE GAY MOVEMENT.

THIS AALLY SHOULD BE

ATTENDED 8Y 80TH GAY AND
NON-BAY FRIENDS.
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pimping our lives to fill their coffers ®
[by promoting] the kind of hate-politics Widely Billed

we’ve seen over the years.”

Pioneering Houston activist Ray Hill be-
lieves that if it hadn’t been for Bryant’s 1977
visit, Annise Parker would have never become
the first openly gay person elected mayor of a
major U.S. city in 2009. “I know that’s an enor-
mous leap, but I think that with Anita coming
totown and giving us a clear target to organize
an opposition to, [it] had an enormous effect on
our ability to put together a robust movement
that accomplished its goals,” Hill saidina 2013
interview with LGBT historian JD Doyle.

A Climate of Fear
Inthe 1970s, many LGBT Houstonians lived
infear. Bars were raided regularly, and their

The Houston Chronicle published a front-page story about Bryant on the day of her visit, shown at left. LGBT
activists had less than a month to organize the protest and used fliers like the one at right to spread the word.

patrons were arrested. The names of those
arrested were published in newspapers, which
led tolost jobs, wrecked careers, and rejection
by family. After these forced outings, some
even committed suicide.

“Itwas a terrible time in terms of the rela-
tions of the LGBT community—and all minor-
ity communities—with the Houston Police
Department,” Mayor Parker recalls. “The
Anita Bryant protest was around the time of
the Joe Campos Torres murder, where he was
handcuffed and tossed in the bayou by HPD
officers.

“When the Pulse Nightclub shooting hap-
pened lastyear, one of the memories that came
back to me was that if you went to abar or an
organizing event in Houston in the 1970s, you
looked for the exits of the building, and to see
who was standing around near the entrance of
the building. Youlooked for your escape,” Park-
er says. “Violence was a possibility if you were
open and public and out in the community.
This was the background noise to our lives. It
was such a pervasive feeling.”

When Rev. Perry received the call in Los
Angeles to come to Houston, he knew he had to
go. “The KKK had just visited our [local MCC]
church in Houston, and burned a cross on the
yard of the church,” he recalls.

Life was particularly brutal for transgen-
der Houstonians in the 1970s, according to
Judge Phyllis Frye, regarded as the grand-
mother of the trans civil-rights movement
nationally. Frye, who moved to Houston in
1974, says the City had a cross-dressing ordi-
nance that made trans people illegal—and the
cops would visit gay bars at night to enforce it.
“Any drag performer who walked off the stage
and down into the audience, the police would
arrest them,” she says. “You'd go to the City
jail on Riesner Street across from the current
municipal courthouse. Even though it was a
fine-only ordinance, the police would arrest
them, take them to jail, strip them down, pa-
rade them back and forth, and really embar-
rass them.”

Frye was once arrested by a vice-squad
captain who threatened that if it happened
again, he would throw her in a jail cell with
men. “Hispanic people were afraid of the cops.

Strength in Numbers
As the LGBT protesters marched toward downtown, the size and spirit of the crowd took over. “We, as a people,
had come out, and we were not going back into anyone’s closet,” recalls volunteer Norman Thompson.
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Black people were afraid of the cops. Houston
was not a fun place, and everybody was pretty
much scared,” Frye says.
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‘Homosexuals Are Human Garbage’
Veteran Houston Post reporter Jane Ely broke
the news of Bryant’s Houston visit in a column
with the headline “Guess Who’s Coming to
Dinner.”

The Bar Association had agreed to pay Bry-
ant, aformer Miss Oklahoma and second run-
ner-up for Miss America, $7,000 to perform
at the convention. After a successful career as
apop singer in the 1960s, Bryant had become
the spokesperson for the Florida Citrus Com-
mission.

In 1977, she led an effort (entitled Save
Our Children) torepeal an ordinance in Dade
County, Florida, prohibiting discrimination
against gays. Nine days prior to her appearance
in Houston, the ordinance was overturned by a
vote of 69 percent to 31 percent. She then took
her campaign nationwide, successfully repeal-
ing nondiscrimination ordinances in St. Paul,
Minnesota; Wichita, Kansas; and Eugene,
Oregon.

“Iwill lead such a crusade to stop [homo-
sexuality] as this country has not seen before,”
Bryant vowed in 1977. “Homosexuals are hu-
man garbage.”

Playwright Robert Whirry wrote in The
Advocate in 2016 that Bryant was a forebearer
to subsequent anti-LGBT movements. “You
cantrace ablood-red line directly from Anita
to the likes of Jerry Falwell, the Moral Major-
ity, and the Tea Party in our own day,” Whirry
wrote. “Echoes of the movement even resound
in Donald Trump’s scapegoating of the menac-
ing ‘other’ in the form of immigrants and po-
tential terrorists.”

Bracing for the Worst

With less than a month to organize the march,
Houston’s LGBT community leaders swung
into action in the spring of 1977.

Gary Van Ooteghem, founding president of
the Houston Gay Political Caucus and chair-
man of the Texas Gay Political Caucus, along
with Hill, who was president of the Houston
Human Rights League, began mobilizing
people to turn out. They negotiated security
arrangements with HPD; solicited national gay
leaders such as David Goodstein, publisher of
The Advocate, to speak; and recruited volun-
teer security monitors.

Van Ooteghem was intently focused on
ensuring that the march would remain peace-
ful, and not marred by violence.

Ashundreds gathered for the step-offat
The Depository I bar, at Bagby and McGowen
in Midtown, some attendees struggled with a
sense of foreboding.

A wave of Hollywood telegrams were sent
to Houston in support of the march from leg-
endary TV producer Norman Lear, actress
Jane Fonda, actor Rob Reiner (then starringin
Lear’s hit TV show All in the Family), and actor
Ed Asner (beloved for his role as Lou Grant on
The Mary Tyler Moore Show). “Any threat to
diminish the civil rights of one human being —
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40 YEARS AGO ANITA BRYANT
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is athreatto everyone, God made us all,” Asner
wrote. “With that in mind, none of his children
must be excluded from America’s freedom.”

Frye says it was the first time she’d pro-
tested in public. “Ray Hill told me about it, and
Itold my wife about it,” she recalls. “She was
scared that I might be arrested for cross-dress-
ing. She was afraid that I might not even come
home, so she went with me. She was terrified.

“It was suggested that we all meet in the
parkinglot at that certain time, and it was
suggested that you bring an umbrellain case
[counter-protesters] decided to throw bottles
and rocks,” Frye adds. “It was very scary. We
were braced for the worst, but it had to be
done.”

The march would also be the first protest
for Parker, then a 21-year-old student at Rice
University. “Yes, I had anxiety about partici-
pating,” Parker says. “There was the fear of
being out of the closet and being at a gay event.
What did I know? I was a college student with-
out too much tolose.

“A lot of my friends were active in the Gay
Political Caucus,” Parker adds. “The friends
whom I looked up to thought that it was impor-
tant to be engaged and to protest. I was a foot
soldier at that march, because it was important
tobe there.”

The Power of Protest

Many marchers wore black armbands with an
inverted pink triangle, the infamous symbol of
homosexuality with which Nazis branded gays
in concentration camps.

Liz Torres, a straight actress from All in the
Family and Phyllis who would go on to appear
for six seasons on The Gilmore Girls, had trav-
elled to Houston at her own expense to support
the march. “T am here because I had a gay high-
school teacher who taught me all the beautiful
things in life,” she told the crowd. “Without him,
Iwould probably be aladies’ room attendant. It
kills me to think that Anita Bryant would de-
prive a child of that beautiful experience.”

Marchers set off down Smith and Loui-
siana streets toward the plazain front of the
Houston Public Library, where a candlelight
vigil would be held to conclude the event. They
were greeted by protesters carrying signs
declaring “Protect Our Children,” “Read Your
Bible,” and “Down with the Queers.” But gradu-
ally, as thousands thronged off the sidewalks
and into the streets, the mood of the march
turned joyous and exuberant.

“There’s a crowd mind that takes over, and
you’re carried along by the energy,” Parker
says. “There was alightness to it. As you’re
marching along, chanting, holding hands, you
feel the power of the crowd. The longer we
walked, the more we felt uplifted.”

Apuzzo remembers most vividly the size
and spirit of the march. “I don’t recall what any
of us said, but I can tell you that the energy of
the crowd was the most eloquent message of
the night,” she says.

Volunteer Norman Thompson recalls that
when the march stopped outside the Hyatt
hotel where Bryant was speaking, the sound
of the protesters’ chanting “just thundered
between the buildings, as if the windows were
vibrating.

“There was no doubt about the moment
when we could realize that we had a move-
ment,” Thompson says. “We, as a people, had
come out, and we were not going back into any-
one’s closet!”

When Bryant took the stage inside the Hy-
att, 10 of the lawyers in attendance, all wear-
ing black armbands in support of gay rights,
stormed out in protest.

“As alawyer, I have a duty to express my
dissatisfaction with her views. They are
analogous to those Hitler used to persecute the
Jews,” Aglaia D. Mauzy told the Chronicle.

Asthe marchers filled the nearby plaza
of'the Houston Public Library and lit their
candles, the building began to glow in soft
yellow. Marchers sang “We Shall Overcome”
and “America the Beautiful.” Inresponse to
counter-protesters, they sang “Jesus Loves
Me, This I Know”and—in a delicious trolling of
their nemesis—“The Battle Hymn of the Re-
public,” Bryant’s signature song.

“What the march did was, it brought to-
gether the jocks, those involved in the religious
organizations, the street hustlers, and the
professionals who wore a suit and tie to work
every day,” Parker recalls.

“Because we were all the same in the dark,
walking down the street, that was very power-
ful,” she says. “Everybody was there. Every-
body was welcome. And you understood that
we needed everybody to get where we wanted
to go.”

Andrew Edmonson is a member of the board of
directors of The Oral History Project, which

is chronicling Houston’s response to the AIDS
crisis. This article drew significantly on the
research done by LGBT historian JD Doyle and
the website houstonlgbthistory.org, which he
curates.

Participants in the 1977 protest of Anita Bryant will gather for a 40th reunion
celebration at 4 p.m. on June 14 at Eagle Houston, 611 Hyde Park Blvd. The reunion
will be upstairs in the Phoenix Room, with hors d’ouevres provided by Hamburger
Mary’s. Friends are welcome. For more, visit tinyurl.com/anitabryant40
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Showing His Stripes

First openly gay Mr. TSU
works toward LGBTQ
inclusion in Tiger Land.

From staff reports

exas Southern University has a history
Tof standing up for the oppressed, but

when it comes to LGBTQ inclusion, the
historically black college tends to lean toward
conservative ideals.

Moses Mbaiis trying to change that.

Since being elected as the eighth Mister
Texas Southern University, and becoming the
first openly gay person to hold the title, Mbai
has made LGBTQ inclusion a top priority. He is
working toward launching an LGBTQ student
group at TSU, as well as open-
ing a campus Equality Center
that will provide a safe space
to meet.

Mbai has also established
a scholarship fund—the Moses
Mbai Equality Scholarship—to
support TSU students who
identify as LGBTQor allies,
and who have demonstrated
courage in the face of adversity
or discrimination.

Last month, after gathering
hundreds of signatures from
students, faculty, and staffin
support of the Equality Center
effort, Mbai hung an LGBT
Pride flagin TSU’s Ernest
Sterling Student Life Center for the first time.

“Today—May 9, 2017—on the campus of
Texas Southern University, my dream towards
LGBTQequality and inclusion [is one step
closer to] fruition,” Mbaiwrote on Facebook,
below a photo of himselfholding the flag. “My
intention as the 8th Mister Texas Southern
University has been to make sure that all stu-
dents, especially those who identify as a mem-
ber of the collegiate LGBTQ community here
at TSU, feel welcome, safe, and included here
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onour beloved campus.
Inow celebrate this
accomplishment with all of you.”

Although he graduated in May, Mbai told
OutSMmART that he plans to continue his efforts
at TSU this summer. “I'm confident our LG-
BTQ]leaders of tomorrow at TSU will imple-
ment this student group, and I'll be there along
the way to see this out,” he says, adding that
he’s also “super excited” about the Equality
Center.

Originally from Fort Worth, Mbai moved to
Houston to attend TSU’s prestigious Jesse H.

OutSmartMagazine.com

Southern Pride

TSU grad Moses Mbai has launched a scholarship fund to support students who are
LGBTQ or allies and have overcome adversity or discrimination.

Jones School of Business. Between high school
and college, he came out to a very supportive
family. But he said “it takes alot of courage” to
be openly LGBT on the campus of a historically
black college.

Mbai said he was “appalled but not sur-
prised” by some of the backlash he’s received,
particularly at the hands of international
students from countries that don’t support
the LGBTQ community. Mr. TSU is an official
part of the executive branch of TSU’s Student
Government Association, but Mbai said he
received little support for LGBTQ initiatives —
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from other cabinet members during the year.

S T R O N G E R However, after launching his Pride flag cam-

paign, he was buoyed by an outpouring of sup-

B E T T E R port from the student body and beyond.

“Ihave been receiving much more feedback

E R E C T | 0 N S simply by walking in my truth,” Mbai told Out-

SMART. “I receive messages from people all over

,; Yy BETTER BLOOD FLOW MEANS NO thefworlld enck())ulrag‘ing‘ me to continue standing
A up for what I believe in.”
H NEED FOR ERECT' LE MEDICAT' ON ’ At his graduation, Mbai got to see his fa-

LO N G S LAST| N G R ES u LTS ther—who lives in Kenya—for the first time in

WITH N 0 D 0WNT| ME. five years. His mother also made the trip from
A Noninvasive Fort Worth, despite recently undergoing a

double mastectomy.

a— Y o~
Brea kth roug h X ‘ \ “The greatest gift I could have ever given
S 0 l ution fO rM en _ : you was my degree,” Mbai wrote on Facebook

[

A, | S eekin g Better ' on Mother’s Day, above a photo of him and his

Erections & 0 ptl mal ( e 1 [ N Y [ inothelr. “'Si'ou"ve giveri{ me the vfs{orld, and now I
=) = have the chance to take care of you.”
Sexual E,e__rformance [ & k After earning his degree in business man-
- agement, Mbai has plans to go to work for
EA_JE-SV\@@ ‘ ‘ \“ B by ] R GEICO.
S “AsIclimb the corporate ladder, I plan to
ad J

stay active within the community through
a a advocacy projects and initiatives,” he said. “I

. would not feel complete without continuing
3525 Hillcroft Houston, TX 77057 713.550.0021 with my work for the betterment of humanity.”

M ens S C | ence I nst | tute.com To support Mbai’s scholarship fund, visit

tinyurl.com/mbaifund.
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Laying the Groundwork

for aNew HERO

Transform Houston aims

to change hearts and
minds on LGBTQ rights.

By Lou Weaver

lock-walking typically means spend-

ing a minute or two at each house, talk-

ing to people about the candidate or
initiative you're asking them to support.

But volunteers with a new campaign called
Transform Houston are block-walking to talk
to people about prejudice reduction.

Brad Pritchett, cofounder of Transform
Houston, says the LGBTQ community needs
to transform the way Houstonians think
about LGBTQrights and nondiscrimination
laws—especially about how those laws impact
people who are transgender, gender-expansive,
intersex, and queer. Pritchett says this is how
the LGBTQ community can dismantle the
“bathroom myth” and make people understand
that opponents of the Houston Equal Rights
Ordinance sold voters a pack oflies in Novem-
ber 2015.

Pritchett and Transform Houston co-
founder Fran Watson, president of the Hous-
ton GLBT Political Caucus, visited Miamito
work with the Los Angeles LGBTQ Center’s
Leadership Lab, learning how to use long-form
canvassing to talk about trans rights. They
came home with the desire to adapt what
they’d learned into a strategy for talking with
Houston voters about equality for all.

Those of us who lived through the HERO
fight know how painful it was. We heard the
slogan “No men in women’s restrooms” over
and over again. We saw the trans community
being attacked.

Still, within our bubble, it looked like we
had the votes to win. It looked like Houston
would finally have a nondiscrimination ordi-
nance we could be proud of, protecting people
based on 15 different classifications so that
all Houstonians and visitors would be treated
equally.

Butitwasn’t to be. Thanks to fear-monger-
ing from opponents, voters repealed HERO by

amargin of 61 percent to 39 percent.

Watson and Pritchett took lessons from
both their Miami visit and the failed HERO
campaign, and put them together to come up
with Transform Houston. The name of the
campaign represents exactly what they’re try-
ingto do: bring about a fundamental transfor-
mation in how people think about the LGBTQ
community.

At this point, it’s not about voter turnout.
It’s about changing hearts and minds.

Watson and Pritchett have set out to create
agrassroots effort in which everyday citizens
go out, knock on doors, and have conversations
with folks on their doorsteps about discrimi-
nation and prejudice.

“People recognize authenticity,” Watson
says. “They may not always agree with the
message or what people are saying, but we
believe the power of one’s story is away to help
identify with each other. Starting a conversa-
tion with facts and figures could lead down
adifferent road. But [everyone knows what
it’s like to feel like they’re being] judged. The
stories may not be the same, but the sentiment
is there. Many people have been in those situa-
tions, and that’s what we want to get across.”

Part of the work is training. The campaign
takes individuals who are passionate about
changing Houston and teaches them how to
stand in front of others—perhaps for the first
time ever—and have a conversation. It teaches

OutSmartMagazine.com |

Pounding

the Pavement
Melanie Pang (I)

, and Brandon Wilke
& canvass a Houston
neighborhood while
volunteering for
Transform Houston.

them how to go into neighborhoods, share sto-
ries, and break down myths.

Jessica Zyrie, ablack trans woman, is a
volunteer with Transform Houston who seems
like she’s up to the challenge. “I enjoy educat-
ing members of society about misconceptions
within the transgender community,” Zyrie
says. “Alot of times, people tend to make as-
sumptions about certain areas of life that they
may not understand. Canvassing with Trans-
form Houston allows individuals to share
their personal stories by using an emotional
approach to humanize the transgender experi-
ence.”

Watson notes that Houston is the most
diverse city in the nation. “We are a com-
munity of difference,” Watson says. “[Those
right-wing] opposition campaigns used differ-
ence as atool to target. This is an opportunity
for our communities of difference to talk to
one another and break down the myths from a
30-second commercial—which was shown 10
times a day for 10 weeks—by having one-on-
one conversations.”

Tolearn more about Transform Houston or
to become avolunteer, visit the Facebook page
“Transform Houston” or go to Transform-
Houston.org.

Lou Weaver, the transgender programs coordi-
nator for Equality Texas, will be the male grand
marshal of the 2017 Houston Pride parade.

JUNE 2017 | 103


http:// transform-houston.org.
http:// transform-houston.org.
http:// outsmartmagazine.com 

All Natural Men's

va

L3

www.pureformen.com

Cleanliness Supplement

STEP1

Take Pure for Men
twice a day.

STEP 2

Shower before
play time, business
as usual.

STEP 3

Enjoy a worry-free
experience courtesy
of Pure for Men!


http:// www.pureformen.com 

Your First Time at the Story Hole

Baring it all at Rec Room’s
new LGBTQ storytelling
showcase.

By Ryan M. Leach

ride Month offers many opportunities to
celebrate, but one theatrical event added
to the lineup this year is a must-see.

Featuring LGBTQ voices and stories, Story
Hole promises plenty of laughs—and maybe
even atear or two.

Show creators Kathryn Way, Charles
Swan, and yours truly—along with producer
Stephanie Wachs of Rec Room—turn the spot-
light on a handful of writers and performers
sharing stories with the theme of “My First
Time.”

“Story Hole is a genius name,” says Way, a
well-known comedian and performer in Hous-
ton. “It’s alittle raunchy, a little campy, and it’s
super-gay—just like our show.” Way is also an
artist-in-residence at Rec Room, and performs
there throughout the year.

Swan, alocal director, says Story Hole will
expose the audience to “off limits” stories that
people oftentimes keep to themselves. “The
LGBTQ community is tight-knit because of
our shared experiences, and so I hope we are
able to strengthen the bonds of our community
as well as let new audiences in,” Swan says.
“Story sharing has often been used as a means
to unify.”

The show debuts June 22 at 8 p.m. and 10
p.m., and the creators hope to replicateitona
regular basis. “Itis no accident that Story Hole
premieres during Pride Month,” Swan says.
“The show concept centers around LGBTQ
voices.”

The show’s creators hope that Story Hole
will find a permanent home at Rec Room, the
new experimental performance space down-
town. “One of our goals at Rec Room is to be
an accessible and inclusive art space,” Wachs
says. “We aim to build a sense of community as
much as we aim to make great art. This show is
anatural fit. Storytelling brings people togeth-
er. It unites. This is what Pride Month is all
about. It’s an exciting time to debut the show.”

The show will feature a handful of enter-
tainers performing their own stories, as well
as stories contributed by others. “We want to
celebrate queer voices and entertain people,”
Way says. “The show will feature an inclusive
and diverse group telling intimate stories that
are hilarious and full of heart. The ‘My First
Time’ theme covers all firsts: first kisses, first
threesomes, first time coming out. Everyone
hasfirsts, and it’s a great theme for a first
show.”

Although Story Hole will focus on LGBTQ
stories and storytellers, the event is meant
for all audiences—even straight people. “The
straights can come celebrate our lives and sto-
ries, too,” Way says.

“Ihope people are entertained, butI also
hope that people will see the collective narra-
tive in that we are all awkward, interesting,
weird, beautiful humans on this journey to-
gether,” Swan says. “It’s those beautiful awk-
ward moments of life that prove we are more
alike than different. If we can share stories
with one another to help people feel less alone,
it will have been a success.”

Story Hole comes at an important time for
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Holey Space
Creators Ryan Leach (from left), Kathryn Way, and Charles Swan hope Story Hole finds
a permanent home at Rec Room, an experimental performance venue downtown.

LGBTQ people, and gives Houston audiences
an opportunity to be entertained by an array of
life experiences that all have one thing in com-
mon: a queer point of view.

We often brag about Houston’s diversity,
but we don’t have many opportunities to
showcase that and really listen to each other.
The LGBTQ community is represented by the
rainbow flag because we are as diverse as the
colors on our flag.

If Story Hole becomes aregular event,
the creators plan to curate themes that will
showcase more and more of Houston’s diverse
LGBTQ community. Those wishing to contrib-
ute stories to future Story Hole shows should
contactthe Rec Room at'713.344.1291.

Rec Roomislocated at 100 Jackson St. in
downtown Houston. Admission is $10, with a
portion of proceeds going to support the artist-
in-residence program at Rec Room. Tickets are
tax-deductible.

Ryan Leach, cocreator of Story Hole, is a com-
munity activist, lawyer, professor, writer, and
humorist. You can email him at ryanleach@
outsmartmagazine.com.
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These Fathers Are Also Fighting
for Their Trans Kids

Two Houston dads
reflect on their journeys.

By Januari M. Leo

mothers with trans kids have been front
and center as advocates for their families,
earning the nickname “Mama Bears.”

But fathers tend to process things alittle
differently.

Ahead of Father’s Day, two local dads
who’ve become advocates for their trans sons,
Aaron Richie and Greg Lambert, reflect on
their journeys and offer some advice.

“If you can sit down and have a true con-
versation without judgment, just listen to your
kid, you will learn that they aren’t doing this
because it’s aphase,” says Lambert, whose
15-year-old son, Dean, transitioned last year.

“They’re doing it because they are finally
able to express in words and actions what
they have probably been feeling for years,”
Lambert adds. “Itisn’t about you. They are
smarter and know themselves better than you
think they do.”

Richie, whose 14-year-old son, Landon,
transitioned two years ago, encourages trans
kids to come out to their parents—but only if
it’s safe. “Otherwise, find someone else so that
you don’t have to carry that burden,” Richie
says. “If you're not sure who you are, but you
know you're different, that’s okay, too. You
don’t have to have it all figured out.”

I n the fight for transgender rights, Texas

‘There Were a Lot of Tears’

Richie says Landon first expressed that he
would grow up to be aboy at age two-and-a-
half. “My reaction was to make him feel good
about being a girl,” Richie recalls. “I talked
about all the positives of being a girl and all the
negatives of being a boy.”

But Landon persisted in his preference for
typically male-identified objects and activi-
ties. On one occasion, during arole-playing
game, Landon insisted on being the lion son.
“I'was pushing hard against him being the lion
son, and he adamantly said, “‘Why can’t I be the

lion son?’” Richie says. “That was a big wake-
up for me, that I needed to be able to accept my
kid for who they were, and I wasn’t there yet.”

Landon came out to his mom, Erika Richie,
via email when he was eleven-and-a-half.
Three weeks before, she’d seen avideo of ac-
tivist Debbie Jackson talking about her trans
child, and started connecting the dots.

“[My wife] brought it up to me, and I was
pretty defiant that no, this was not our kid,”
Aaron Richie says. “I was at work when Erika
forwarded me the email, so I gathered myself
up and headed home. I hugged Landon, there
were alot of tears, and alot of reliefto see him
get this off his chest.”

Lambert says he and his wife, Jan, attempt-
ed to address Dean’s gender identity in the
same way they dealt with the cancer diagnosis
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Political Pops
Greg Lambert (r) made his debut as an advocate
for his transgender son, Dean, at an Equality
Texas lobby day in March. Inser: Aaron Richie (far
left) actively supported the Houston Equal Rights
Ordinance after his trans son, Landon, came out in
an email to his mother, Erika.

hereceived at age seven. “I don’t want this to
be something that defines him,” Lambert says.
“It may not even be the first thing people think
of when describing him. I want it to be, ‘He’s
done this, and this, and this—oh, and he’s also
trans.”

Lambert also stressed the importance of
parents being open and available to their kids.
“We try to teach our children to communicate
with us and tell us what’s going on: “We’ll sup-
portyou, aslong asit’s notillegal. Be respectful
of others. Not everyone is the same,” he says. “I
think this made it easier for Dean to confide in
us, to know that we weren’t going to be the issue.”

From Acceptance to Activism
Both families turned to Parents and Friends

continued on page 115

JUNE 2017 | 107



http:// outsmartmagazine.com 

Martha | Sotheby’s

Turner INTERNATIONAL REALTY

MONTROSE
Willard Street | $690s
3/3.5-+2,800 sf

chic contemporary | hardwoods
Wade Knight | 713.5682.0264

HEIGHTS
Arlington Street | $1.1+mil

5/4.5 - £3,982 sf

historic craftsman | great location
Kelly Curran | 713.589.5744

MONTROSE
Converse Street | $1.1+mil / i
3/3.5-+4,102 sf

heated pool | rooftop deck with views
Mike Spear | 713.204.7653

MONTROSE
Hawthorne Street | $690s
3/3.5-+2,850 sf

exquisite finishes | epicurean kitchen
Jim Rosenfeld | 713.854.1303

MONTROSE
Roseland Street | $630s
3/3.5-+2,580 sf

elegant custom home | flex plan | patio
Wade Knight | 713.582.0264

RICE MILITARY
Asbury Street | $710s

4/3.5- 43,142 sf

built in 2007 | elevator capable | yard
Ed Melchor | 713.851.0912

HEIGHTS
Columbia Street | $610s
3/2.5-+2,384 sf

hardwoods | granite | fenced yard
Debbie Callan | 713.558.2270

EAST END DOWNTOWN
Commerce Street | $320s

2/2 - +1,826 sf

upgrades | open plan | huge yard space
Danny Pleason | 832.661.1502

TIMBERGROVE MANOR
Wynnwood Lane | $430s
3-4/3 - £1,264 sf

stellar upgrades | fabulous guest house
Jim Rosenfeld | 713.854.1303

WE | YOUR
marthaturner.com | 713.520.1981 ARE | REALTOR

Sotheby's International Realty and the Sotheby's International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service marks used with permission. Operated by Sotheby's International Realty, Inc. Real
estate agents affiliated with Sotheby's International Realty, Inc. are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Sotheby's International Realty, Inc. Equal Housing Opportunity.


http:// marthaturner.com 

Lutheran Congregation

Welcomes First-Ever Gay Pastor

Marvin Havard
joins Salem ELC in
Westbury-Meyerland.

By Megan Wadding

alem Evangelical Lutheran Church, in

the Westbury-Meyerland area of Hous-

ton, welcomed Rev. Marvin Havard, 51,
as the first openly gay pastor in the congrega-
tion’s history in April. Salem is a “Reconciling
in Christ” congregation that participates in
the national Lutheran movement advocat-
ing for the inclusion of LGBTQ people in all
aspects of the life of the Lutheran Church.
Havard spoke to OuTSMART magazine about his
background, his journey to becoming a pastor,
and what it was like when he first came out to a
previous congregation.

Megan Wadding: Tell me about your
early years.
Marvin Havard: I grew up in the little town of
Roxie, Mississippi, near Natchez, in a funda-
mentalist Southern Baptist family and church.
Iwent to private “Christian” schools. Being gay
was a certain ticket to hell in their teaching,
and so when I began to realize that Iliked boys,
I spentyears praying, hiding, trying to change,
and repressing my feelings. Like so many LG-
BTQ people in these circumstances, I became
severely depressed, suicidal, and finally shut
down emotionally in order to survive.

Iwent to college at Delta State University
in Cleveland, Mississippi, and received a
music-education degree in choral music and
piano. I married awoman while in college, still
thinking that somehow God could “fix” me.
We divorced after my coming out, and have
managed to remain friends. I also attended
the Conservatory of Music at the University of
Missouriin Kansas City, and studied choral
conducting there.

When did you realize you wanted to be
a pastor?
I've been involved in church from childhood

on. Ileft the Southern Baptist church after col-
lege and dabbled in Buddhism for a few years.
Whileliving in Kansas City and working as the
organist for a Lutheran congregation, I was so
impressed with their openness to all people
and their acceptance of my questions and
doubts that I began to realize that there was
another way to be a Christian that wasn’t so
judgmental and full of fear and anger.

Through the support of the pastors in that
church, I began exploring other approaches
toreading and interpreting the Bible, and dif-
ferent understandings of theology and of God.
Ibecame Lutheran during my time in that
congregation, and went on to serve as a musi-
cian at a much larger church in northern Min-
nesota. It was there that I began to think about
becoming a pastor.

With the support of that congregation, I de-
cided to go to Wartburg Theological Seminary
in Dubuque, Iowa, at the age of 40. This in-
volved three years of full-time classes, one year
of internship in congregations, and interviews
and approval processes with the official struc-
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™ Man of the Cloth
Rainbow cloth, that

is. Reverend Marvin
Havard.

tures of the national church—the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).

Did you still struggle with your sexual
orientation?

When I went to seminary, I was still married
and had not begun to come to terms with my
sexuality. I had pretty much resigned myselfto
remaining married and continuing to hide for
the rest of my life. Many ELCA churches were
open and affirming, but the official policy of
the denomination was not. When the ELCA
changed the policy in 2009 to allow clergy in
same-gender relationships to be ordained, I
was excited for the change but still didn’t think
that I would ever come out, or that [the new
policy] would apply to me.

I felt called to be a pastor, but struggled
with guilt and shame from my upbringing. I
wasn’t sure there was a way forward for me
until T unintentionally outed myself during a
conversation with a friend in 2014, and began
working on accepting and loving my entire
being. —
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continued from previous page

Extraordinary Lutheran Ministries has
worked for the full inclusion of LGBTQ persons
in ministry for many years. I contacted them
and was connected with an amazing mentor
to counsel and advise me through the coming-
out process. I am now a member of Proclaim,
ELM’s professional community for Lutheran
pastors and other church leaders who publicly
identify as LGBTQ.

When did you first come out to a congre-
gation, and what was the reaction?

I came out publicly in November of 2015 while
serving in Plano, Texas. The leadership and
staff of that congregation were amazing in
their support of me. The majority of the mem-
bers of the congregation were also supportive.
Some of the best moments were the unexpect-
ed people who came to speak to me and confess
that while they still weren’t comfortable with
the idea of a gay pastor, knowing me and being
part of my coming-out process had made them
rethink their position.

A few members were upset [when I came
out], and they left to go to more conservative
churches. But my experience, as a whole, has
been amazingly positive. Being publicly identi-
fied as a pastor who is gay has opened more
opportunities for conversations with parents
and family members who are trying to be
supportive of their LGBTQ family members.
[Many people are looking for] clear theological
support for their welcome of all people, and
both youth and adults are looking for ways to
live into their sexual orientation and gender
identity, and integrate their faith into that
process.

What brought you to Houston?

T had been looking for a new position since
November of 2015, and was incredibly excited
about the possibility of serving at Salem. The
Reconciling in Christ status of Salem and their
stated welcome to all people interested me
greatly, as well as the congregation’s commit-
ment to serving the needs of the surrounding
community.

Imoved to Houston at the beginning of
April from the Dallas area, and I have really
enjoyed the incredible diversity of the city, the
amazing restaurants, and the thriving arts
scene. I'm looking forward to exploring more
of the community and finding my own place
to discover what it means to be a Houstonian.
I am excited to be here, and can only imagine
the incredible ways that this community will
continue to share God’s love for all people—no
exceptions.

Salem ELC'is located at 4930 W. Bellfort Blvd.
Forinfo, call 713.723.35009.

Megan Wadding is a frequent contributor to
OuTSMART magazine.
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‘He Just Reminded Me of Sean’

At the Tommy Tune
Awards, widower
presents late
husband’s scholarship
to teen who wrote
gay-themed musical.

By Donalevan Maines

riends and fans of the late Sean Ru-
F dolph, alongtime Hous-
ton art dealer, will get

to see his husband, Brad Blume,
presenta $5,000 scholarship
in Rudolph’s honor during the
local broadcast of the 15th an-
nual Tommy Tune Awards on
June 11.

The scholarship winner
is 18-year-old Ryan Simon,
a 2017 graduate of Cypress
Ranch High School in Cypress.
He wrote the award-winning
musical Case Study: Chrysalis,
whose protagonistis ayoung
gay man.

Simon says he thought
he was going home empty-handed after 15
scholarships were announced during the an-
nual competition sponsored by Theatre Under
The Stars, including the $5,000 Ruth Denney
Scholarship, which is traditionally the last one
presented. “I thought, ‘Alright. You win some,
you lose some,” Simon says.

To his surprise, the Sean Rudolph Schol-
arship was announced next, with him as
the recipient. Simon has also accepted a
$14,000-per-year presidential scholarship
from Texas Wesleyan University in Fort
Worth, where he plans to major in theater with
an emphasis in playwriting and a minor in
composition.

"a / 

Coincidentally, Blume
played tennis at Texas
Wesleyan. He says Simon
was planning to attend
a different college when
Blume plucked his application from the Tom-
my Tune scholarship entries and chose him for
the Sean Rudolph prize. “He just reminded me
alittle bit of Sean,” Blume says.

Simon was a junior in high school when
he recorded the opening number he wrote for
Chrysalis and entered it in the Texas Thespian
Musicalworks competition, sponsored by
Theatrical Rights Worldwide (TRW), which
it won.

State winners “submitted a song and a
plot summary for their original musicals,
and one musical [Chrysalis] was selected to
be workshopped by a musical director, direc-
tor, and choreographer,” says Jim Hoare, vice
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Artistic Legacy

Brad Blume (I) presented a $5,000 scholarship in the name of his late husband,
Sean Rudolph, to Cypress Ranch High School graduate Ryan Simon (inset)

at the Tommy Tune Awards.

president of TRW.

“Chrysalis follows the personal battles
of Lewis, who inherits files containing case
studies from a gay conversion-therapy center
that hislate father ran,” says Hoare, who also
produced the show with Gregory Bossler. (Visit
“Thespian Musicalworks 2016” on YouTube to
view a performance of Simon’s song “Rest in
Peace” from Chrysalis.)

Simon, who has completed Chrysalis and
started writing a second musical, qualified
three times for the International Thespian
Festival as amember of a group musical entry
from Cypress Ranch.

Several years ago, Rudolph and Blume
began investing in Broadway musicals when
they joined the producing team for Beautiful—
The Carole King Musical. They later invested
in the Tony Award-winning An American
in Paris. —
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Hello, Sailor!

he summer is almost upon us. And it won't be long before the rising mercury and
Thumidity levels make Houstonians run for the coast. Earlier this year a small group of
friends with a passion for boating formed the Gulf Area Yachting Society, aka GAYS.
GAYS are a diverse group of LGBTQ . .
boaters and their friends and families who
love the sport of yachting. Whether it's getting
the powerboat up on plane, oaring peacefully
across the channel, or heeling over in the
sailboat, we are open to all types of boats.
We welcome members with any experience
level. There is always someone looking for
crew, someone to share experiences with,
or simply someone to learn from. We intend
to navigate the beautiful and unique Gulf

) ) Constantine Volo, Michael Harrison,
area together, sharing what we learn with

Jerry Simoneaux, and Christopher Bown
generations of boaters.

Our mission transcends gender identity, sexuality, age, race, and religion. We have a
strong commitment to be all-inclusive and welcoming—with the only requirement being a love
of the water.

Join us for the upcoming member party
at the Houston Yacht Club on June 10, 2017, at 7 P.M.
Send your RSVP to: parties@GulfAreaYachtingSociety.com.
Nautical attire requested. Cash bar.

You can find us on the web at www.GulfAreaYachtingSociety.com or join our
Facebook group by visiting www.Facebook.com/groups/gulfareayachtingsociety.
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‘He Just REMINDED ME OF SEAN’

continued from previous page

Rudolph was slated to serve as a judge in
the 2016-17 Tommy Tune competition when
he and Blume met Tune at the October 2016
closing-night performance of An American in
Paris on Broadway. “He was sitting directly
behind Sean,” Blume says. “It’s a small world.”

Rudolph died a few weeks later at 58, after a
courageous four-year battle with cancer.

Tune was noticeably absent from this
year’s awards, which are named in his honor.
In pastyears, he has opened the show with act-
ing nominees, then returned to announce the
big prize of the night, Best Musical.

The Tommy Tune Awards broadcast
features production numbers by the eight
Houston-area high schools nominated for Best
Musical. As always, the medleys sung by Best
Leading Actor and Best Leading Actress nomi-
nees are a highlight of the Tony Awards-style
ceremony.

Awards are also presented in 12 other cat-
egories.

The Tommy Tune ceremony, which was
held April 18 at the Hobby Center for the Per-
forming Arts, airs on ABC Channel 13 from 1 to
3p.m.on June 11.

Donalevan Maines is a frequent contributor to
OuTSMART magazine.
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Montrose Softball League
TGRA

HRC Gala

GMCH & Bayou City Women’s Chorus
BR0ut @ TUTS Night at the Hobby Center
Act OUT/Alley Theatre
Black Tie Dinner
Houston Pride Band
Pride Parade

And more!

Need a professional photographer for your special
event? Call Dalton at (713) 622-2202.
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FATHERS FIGHTING FOR THEIR TRANS KiDs

continued from page 107

of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) for support.
“Within a week or two of Landon coming out,
we attended our first PFLAG meeting,” Richie
says. “It was a small group, a Thursday meet-
ing, and one person was gender non-conform-
ing. Meeting this person was my first glimpse
that this was going to be okay. This was anim-
portant moment, for me, in getting comfortable
and in a good place with Landon’s future and
meeting people who had overall acceptance.”

The two dads have also gotten involved
politically.

Richie was active in the effort to pass and
defend the Houston Equal Rights Ordinance
in 2015. Sitting alongside Landon, he recently
gave powerful testimony in opposition to Sen-
ate Bill 6, one of Texas’ anti-trans bathroom
bills, before alegislative committee.

Lambert, meanwhile, first shared his ex-
periences with state lawmakers back in March
during Equality Texas’ lobby day at the capitol
in Austin. “I’ve advocated on behalf of my pro-
fession, but this was definitely my first experi-
ence as an advocate for social issues,” Lambert
says. “I want to pick my battles. I want to advo-
cate for issues that are close to my heart.”

Januari Leo is a frequent contributor to
OuTSMART magazine.
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Letting Their ‘Freaky’ Flags Fly

Out actors star in

Pride Month production
of Freaky Friday

at the Alley Theatre.

By Donalevan Maines

isney’s new stage musical Freaky
DFriday is about a mother and daughter

who switch bodies for a day. But open-
ly gay actors Eean Cochran and Tony Neiden-
bach recently added their own switcheroo to
the production, which comes to the Alley The-
atre in Houston from June 2 through July 2.

The musical puts a Broadway spin on the
1972 novel by Mary Rodgers that became a
1976 movie starring Jodie Foster and Bar-
bara Harris. After a1995 television remake,
Lindsay Lohan reprised Foster’s role, opposite
Jamie Lee Curtis, in the Disney feature film
Freaky Friday in 2003.

“The Lindsay Lohan version was big in
theaters when I was in high school,” says Nei-
denbach, who sings, dances, and understudies
several roles as part of an ensemble of high-
school teens.

The switcheroo occurred when Cochran,
who plays high-school heartthrob Palmer, was
felled by food poisoning during the show’s run
in Cleveland last month. Cochran, who’s black,
made it through Act I, but was replaced by Nei-
denbach, who’s white, in ActII. “He is [white]!
Heis!” Cochran said, laughing, when I spoke
with him the following day.

Palmer’s character has a brother in the show,
played by “out and proud” actor Julian Ramos.
Cochran and Ramos could pass for brothers—
but Neidenbach and Ramos? Not so much.

“Thatis what is really cool about the cast-
ing of the show,” Cochran says. “We also have
awhite girl who has a Japanese father in one of
the scenes. It’s anice freedom.”

Neidenbach experienced a celebration of
the theater’s freedom and abiding love last
June, when he performed at the 70th annual
Tony Awards just hours after the Pulse night-
club massacre in Orlando, Florida. Sporting a
nicely trimmed beard in the opening number,
Neidenbach was the handsome father of a

JIM CARMODY

o
Magical Musical
Based on a 1972 novel by Mary Rodgers, Freaky Friday became a Disney feature film starring Lindsay Lohan in 2003.

chubby young James Corden, attending his
first Broadway show. Corden, the host, fol-
lowed with selections from iconic musical-
theater stage roles he’s dreamt of playing.
Neidenbach made his stage debutina
community-theater production of The Sound
of Music in his hometown of Gainesville, Geor-
gia. “I'm a Southern boy,” he says. “Every sum-
mer, it was our family activity to perform to-
gether in a musical at the community theater.”
That family tradition began when Neiden-
bach and his older siblings, John and Libby,
were castin The Sound of Music, but the direc-
tor couldn’t settle on who should play Captain
von Trapp. “My sister begged my dad until he

agreed to audition, and he ended up getting the
part,” Neidenbach says. “My mother played a
nun, and we siblings played Liesl, Friedrich,
and Kurt. It was a big milestone in my child-
hood. Our whole family participated, and my
dad was such a good Captain von Trapp.”

In high school, Neidenbach starred as Will
Parker in Oklahoma! and Cornelius Hakl in
Hello, Dolly!, then strutted his stuffas adance
captain in “almost every main-stage musical”
at Penn State University, where he earned a
bachelor’s degree in musical theater in 2008.

Neidenbach says he came out a week after
he turned 18. “My sister was home from col-
lege, so I told my best friend and my sister. —

o
Queer Quotient

Eean Cochran (from left), Tony Neidenbach, and Julian Ramos are among the openly LGBT cast members
in the stage musical Freaky Friday.
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LETTING THEIR “FReAKY’ FLAGS FLY

continued from previous page

She said if I wanted to tell our parents, she
would do it with me. We decided to tell my
mom first,” he recalls. “We sat down with my
mom, and my sister led into the discussion by
telling her, “You and Dad have done a great job
of raising us each to be unique and special’
Then it was like, ‘Take it away, Tony.’

“Itold her, and my mom was so great, she
sat me on her lap and hugged me and told me
she loves me. But she said, “You're going to have
to tell your dad, because I'm not going to keep
asecretfromhim.’ Iwaited a week before I
told him. That was 12 years ago. I went away to
college, and over time he got more comfortable
with it. I think his main concern was that he
didn’t want me to be bullied, and that I would
have atougher road. But things have changed
since then—things have changed alot.”

As amember of the ensemble of Freaky Fri-
day, Neidenbach plays Rex, the “most flamboy-
ant” character, and one of the two minions to
teen “mean girl” Regina George. “I wear bright
clothes, like a purple polo and some cute little
capripants,” he says.

When Cochran came out while he was
asenior at Abilene Christian University, he
faced parents who were both pastors. He had
previously attended Grapevine Faith Chris-
tian School in the Dallas area. “It wasn’t as
tough as I thought it would be,” Cochran says.
“I'was on tour, so I wasn’t on campus at ACU,
and my parents and family provided huge sup-
port for me. They don’t judge me, and I don’t
judge myself. I still consider myselfa Chris-
tian.” (His favorite Bible verse is Psalm 149:3,
which states, “Let them praise [God] with
dancing and make music to him with timbrel
and harp.”)

Cochran played football before break-
inghis arm and turning to theater. At Faith
Christian, he portrayed basketball cocaptain
Chad Danforth in High School Musical and
Judah in Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat. Prior to Freaky Friday, he’s been
partofinternational tours of Dreamgirls and
Bring It On, anational tour of Mamma Mia!,
and regional productions of A Bronx Tale, The
Wiz, Hairspray, Joseph and the Amazing Tech-
nicolor Dreamcoat, and Tarzan.

Ramos hails from Indianapolis, and has
performed in Freaky Friday since its bow last
fall at Signature Theatre in Washington DC.

Both Cochran and Neidenbach will cel-
ebrate their birthdays while in Houston, and
hope the Freaky Friday cast will be a part of
the Houston Pride parade.

“Ilook forward to meeting you at ActOut on
June 15,” says Neidenbach, referring to the Al-
ley’s LGBTQ theater night for Freaky Friday.

Trustme, I will be there!

Donalevan Maines is a regular contributor
to OUTSMART magazine.


http:// www.livemosaichouston.com 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
http:// www.lastwishes.com 
mailto:mosaic@winthropmanagement.com
mailto:info@lastwishes.com

SOLAR SCREENS | PATIO SHADES | INTERIOR ROLLER SHADES | BLACKOUT SHADES

Your source for Interior or Exterior Roller Shades,
Blackout or Skylight Shades, and Solar Screens.
Residential or Commercial. We are motorization experts.

Toll Free 866.237.9453 | ShadeStars.com

N

Voted One of the Best Attorneys
-OutSmart Readers’ Choice 2016

HAPPY PRIDE!

Dwane Todd Law Firm
~ Licensed Since 1983 ~

801 Congress Street, Suite 350, Houston, Texas 77002
713-965-0658

dwane@dwanetoddlawfirm.com r‘

Ay PLAY BINGO & WIN HUGE —z::2
AS .

NIGHT TIME BINGO

BIG TEX BINGO LOCATION
13030 Veterans Memorial Dr.
Houston, TX 77014

www.BIGTEXBINGO.com

Eivwwifacebook com/BigTexBingo

BincO

DAYTIME & LATE

NIGHT BING

(@)

I-45 BINGO LOCATION

217 Cypress Creek Parkway
(At FM 1960 & |-45 Freeway)
Houston, TX 77020
www.l145BINGO.com

www.facebook.com/I45Bingo

OutSmartMagazine.com | JUNE 2017 |

9o


http:// shadestars.com 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
mailto:dwane@dwanetoddlawfirm.com
http://www.bigtexbingo.com       
http://www.i45bingo.com 

MIDTOWN VETERINARY HOSPITAL
Your Neighborhood Pet Care Solution

ONO POKE

607 Richmond Ave.
Houston, TX 77006
832.831.9453

! Sun - Sat 11am - 9pm
- 1434 W, Alabama St. » Houston, TX 77006 www.onopokehouston.com
Midtown P

(713)528-4900 main ¢ (888)504-9006 fax instagram/facebook: @onopokehouston

Veterinary Hospital

ROADTRIP READY

YOUR LOCAL
CAR REPAIR EXPERTS

Mechanical & Collision

"

EXPERIENCE PERFORMANCE

1759 Westheimer Road Houston, TX 77098 Call 713.529.5855 www. autocare.com

120 | JUNE 2017 | OutSmartMagazine.com


http:// www.midtownvethospital.com 
http:// www.onopokehouston.com 
http:// www.rmsautocare.com 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com
http://rmsautocare.com

Five Fab Fourths

Check out these gay-
friendly Independence
Day destinations.

By Joanna O’Leary

ooking to get the hell out of Dodge over
Lthe July Fourth weekend? Wonder-

ing about the best places to wave your
American and rainbow flags? Here are five
urban destinations that are guaranteed to
show you and your partner/crew a good time
on Independence Day.
5. Pasadena (CA, not TX, natch). This city’s
Fourth Fest is a family-friendly, multi-event
celebration held at the Pasadena Convention
Center and Fairgrounds. Cheer on contenders
at the barbeque cookoff while sampling local
fare from various vendors and listening to live
music. The extensive “Kidzone” will keep kids
entertained with attractions such asrides,
aMoonbounce, and arts and crafts. Later in
the afternoon, automobile aficionados gather
to compete in the Car Show, and after the sun
sets, winners, losers, and spectators unite to
enjoy 20 minutes of elaborate fireworks.
4. New Orleans. Though best known for its
raucous Mardi Gras festivities, New Orleans
is also a great place to celebrate the Fourth.
Start the day with beignets and coffee at Café
du Monde before picking up supplies for a
cookout or blanket lunch at one of the city’s
green spaces, where it’s highly likely alarge
number of Crescent City locals will be doing
the same. In the early evening, head down to
the Mississippi River to secure a spot to watch
the annual “Go Fourth on the River” spectacu-
lar, which launches at approximately 9 p.m.
The show’s main eventis a “dueling barges”
fireworks display featuring sea vessels that
take turns shooting off colorful pyrotechnics
while patriotic music plays in the background.
Although the pomp and circumstance can be
easily viewed from the riverbanks, you can get
even closer by taking one of the many special
steamboat cruises held that evening.
3. Nashville. Nashville is the site of pure un-
bridled revelry every Fourth of July when the
downtown swells with residents and tourists
looking for a patriotic party. Since you are in

the Music City, expect a full range of perfor-
mances from good (but lesser-known) local
groups in small venues, as well as major head-
linersinlarge, free concerts on stages set up on
the streets and parks. In pastyears, Nashville’s
fireworks display has even eclipsed that of
New York City to hold the title of the largestin
the country. Regardless of whether the 2017
display (always accompanied by the Grammy
Award-winning Nashville symphony) secures
those bragging rights, the performance is sure
to be awesome.

2. Boston. The Independence Day spiritis

felt year-round in Boston, especially along the
Freedom Trail, atwo-and-a-half mile walk-
ing tour of approximately 16 historic sites that
includes the Paul Revere House, USS Constitu-
tion, Benjamin Franklin statue, and Bunker
Hill monument. The trail conveniently winds
through several of the city’s attractive ethnic
neighborhoods and commercial districts,
which also allows you to grab some “chowdah”
in Faneuil Hall or cannoli in Little Italy. On the
night of the Fourth, Beantown keeps it classy
via the famous Boston Pops Fireworks Display
on the Charles River esplanade. To avoid park-
ing nightmares and road closures, take public
transportation a few hours before the concert
to set up your blanket and snacks, then relax

to the boisterous orchestral tunes, as well as
songs from featured pop heavy-hitters (past
performers include Joe Jonas and Demi Lo-

OutSmartMagazine.com |
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Smoke on the Water
Beantown keeps it classy on the Fourth of July with the Boston Pops Fireworks Display on the Charles River esplanade.

vato). The evening ends with lavish fireworks
over the water.

1. Atlanta. Endurance athletes and endur-
ance partiers alike will relish Independence
Day in Atlanta, when the city hosts the world’s
largest 10K run featuring 60,000 participants
and 200,000 spectators. Atlanta doesn’t con-
fine its festivities to a single 24-hour time pe-
riod, with multiple events stretched over three
days marking the anniversary of our nation’s
independence. Begin your tomfoolery on July 1
atthe Georgia Aquarium’s Red, White & Brew,
where a $65 admission fee gets you a buffet
BBQdinner and a souvenir glass that you can
use to procure unlimited samples of dozens
oflocal and national beers. On July 2 and 3,
head to Callaway Gardens to enjoy swimming,
table tennis, miniature golf, arock-climbing
wall, and Xcelerator water slide. Or just lounge
surfside and watch (or participate in) the
sandcastle-building competition, in between
trips to the beach bar. As day turns into night,
stay for the FSU Flying High Circus perfor-
mance. Finally, after watching or running the
10K on the Fourth, grab your picnic basket and
head to Centennial Olympic Park for the fire-
works display.

Joanna O’Leary is a regular contributor to
OurSMART magazine and a freelance food and
travel writer based in Houston. Her exploits are
chronicled on brideyoleary.com.
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Eating the Heat

The scoop on Houston's
best ice cream creations.

By Joanna O’Leary

he sweaty season is upon us in Hous-

ton, and if you’re already dreading the

long hot days to come, take comfortin
the fact that the rising temperatures also are a
terrific excuse to eat more ice cream.

This reporter can remember a time when
national chains dominated the ice-cream
scene in Houston. Fortunately, in the last five
years, aburst of locally owned scoop-shops
have opened. Offering iced confections rang-
ing from the traditional to the eclectic, these
establishments are essential stops on your
summer ice-cream itinerary.

Start at Cloud 10 Creamery, where Chris
Leung deploys his classical culinary training
to create arotating daily menu of 10 different
types of ice cream and sorbet in innovative
flavors like toasted rice, marzipan, red currant
mascarpone, and sarsaparilla anise. Those
who shudder at the thought of trying to park
in Rice Village will be excited to know that a
second location is due to open in the Heights
this summer.

However, should you happen to secure a
terrific parking spot (ala George Costanza)
in the Village, you should embark on your own
miniice-cream crawl by following up your
Cloud 10 visit with a scoop at DoughCone, a
food truck stationed at 5515 Kelvin more often
than not (though check Facebook for their pre-
cise schedule). DoughCone’s eponymous signa-
ture cinnamon-and-sugar ice cream cone has
its origins in a 300-year-old type of Hungarian
fried street food. The cone’s interior is slath-
ered with your choice of Nutella or cookie but-
ter, then stuffed with vanillaice cream made
from milk from local dairies. Wait, there’s
more: additional toppings (mini-marshmal-
lows, fresh strawberries, Gummy Worms, and
Oreos, just to name a few) are unlimited.

But save some room, because next you
should saunter over to Smoosh, another mo-
bile eatery. Smoosh eschews the pedestrian
cone and instead uses warm sugar, oatmeal
raisin, chocolate chip, or peanut butter cookies
(and on Wednesdays, waffles!) as its platform

for ice cream. Smoosh sandwich flavors in-
clude the usual suspects (vanilla, chocolate,
strawberry) as well as the more daring peanut
butter brownie and no-sugar-added apple
pie. Additional sammie garnishes (coconut,
crushed Oreos, sprinkles, graham crackers,
Nerds) are just as fun, and can inspire some
unusual sweet and savory combinations: mint
chocolate-chip ice cream on peanut-butter
cookies with bacon, anyone? Smoosh also
offers cookie sundaes and decadent shakes
blended with whole cookies—a creation beg-
ging to be named with a creative portmanteau.
With more than 50 rotating flavors, Lee’s
Creamery boasts one of the broadest selec-
tions of any homegrown Houston ice-cream

Doughy Diversity

DoughCone's signature cone (l) has its origins in a
300-year-old type of Hungarian street food, while
Lee’s Fried Chicken & Donuts will straddle your
favorite flavor with glazed donuts.

OutSmartMagazine.com |
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Smoosh uses cookies—and
on Wednesdays, waffles—
instead of traditional cones.
Garnishes include M&Ms,
Oreos, coconut, sprinkles,
graham crackers, and
Nerds.

purveyor. The lineup includes Southern clas-
sics such as peaches and cream, banana cream
pie, as well as flavors for more adventurous
palates like sweet cream corn and a tangy
avocado lime. Founder and owner Lee Ellis
vends his creams, all made with high-fat milk
from grass-fed Jersey cows, both at Lee’s Fried
Chicken & Donuts and at Petite Sweets. Lee’s
offers a sublime donut ice-cream sandwich
in which your flavor choice is straddled by
two glazed donuts, while Petite Sweets serves
scoops in bowls or waffle cones.

Austin-based Amy’s Ice Creams deserves
a spot on any Houston ice-cream itinerary, if
only for the entertaining servers who deftly
toss softball-size scoops of ice cream in the
air, only to catch them behind their backs
before mashing them (so as to incorporate
“crush’ns”—fresh sliced fruit, legumes of all
varieties, ginger snaps, cereal, crushed candy
bars, marshmallows, and vanilla wafers, etc.).
Mexican vanilla, Belgian chocolate, vanilla,
coffee, sweet cream, and white chocolate
comprise Amy’s standard set of creams, while
many more holiday-inspired and booze-
inflected flavors (pumpkin cheesecake, apple
pie, oatmeal raisin cookie, Guinness) also
regularly make it onto the menu. Amy’s also
makes a mean banana split and super-thick
milkshakes that will leave over-eager sippers
with araging ice-cream headache.

Thekitties behind Fat Cat Creamery
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have created aluscious line of year-round fla-
vors (chaitea coconut, milk-chocolate stout,
Mexican vanilla, Amaya coffee and cream,
Waterloo strawberry buttermilk) as well as
seasonal selections such as salted-butter cara-
mel and, most recently, “bunny bait”’—malted
ice cream with pieces of Cadbury mini-eggs.
Although Fat Cat Creamery sells its frozen
treats at a number of locations all over H-town,
we recommend you visit their Heights parlor
in order to enjoy their signature creations like
ice-cream sodas, phosphates, egg creams, and
inventive sundae specials.

Finally, no ice-cream tour of Houston
would be complete without a pilgrimage to
the original Hank’s Ice Cream. While its
namesake owner passed in 2012, his sweet
legacy endures in the form of hand-crafted,
small-batch ice cream, including the not-to-
be-missed hometown favorite banana pudding,
plus cookies-n-cream, butter pecan, blueberry
cheesecake, and others. And if you like what
you’re licking at Hank’s, take home a few hand-
packed pints-to-go.

Joanna O’Leary is a regular contributor to
OutSMART magazine and a freelance food and
travel writer based in Houston. Her exploits are
chronicled on brideyoleary.com.
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privacy of your home or office.

3815 Garrott St.
Suite 202 B
Houston, TX 77006

BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT
(832) 598-5695 or benaesthetic.com

InterLinc Mortgage Services LLC
NMLS #293460

CEWBER  Branch NMLS# 1618421
www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org

Bryan Lavery, Owner + Nurse Practitioner

Proudly owned by, and supportive
of the LGBTQ community.

OPEN 7 DAYS

« Disappearing
Fountains

* Glazed Urns
* Fountains
* Birdbaths

« Decorative Precast
Rock Waterfalls

« Fiberglass Garden
Ponds

* Bowls

* Tables & Benches

* Pumps & Tubing

* Planters

* Pedestals

¢ Flower Pots

* Fountain Tops

* Religious Statues

« Concrete Animals,
Fish, Birds &
Reptiles

. Talayera Style
Mexican Pottery 1724 Richmond Ave. | Houston, TX 77098

« Various Sized
Stepping Stones

C:713.252.7205 | F:713.521.7372 | eric@itlp.us

ASK ABOUT - ‘
7 1 3 957 3672 - wwnwintheloopproperties.com
Gazeb.os' & Yard _
4 Hempstead Rd, Houston, TX : Bu"dmgs g v 13Yearsof Residential Sales &
11804 Hempstead Rd., Houston, TX 77092 IN THE LOOP Leasing with Montrose’s Premier

fountainsandstatuary@yahoo.com i residential sales & leasing ‘% r ¢ Gay-Owned Real Estate Office
www.FountainsAndStatuary.com Rz ~®| -
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Aug 5-12 2017
Feb 11-18, 2018

; ary Danube River Cruise ~Amadeus Silver

ewels of Vietnam & Cambodia - Mekong Navigator
Jewels of Vietnam & Cambodia - Mekong Navigator
Amazon Cruise & Machu Picchu Expedition - Delfin 1
Amsterdam Pride & Rhine River Cruise - Amadeus Sitver Ii
2018 Prague & Danube River Cruise - Amadeus Silver J
Splendors of India & the Ganges River -Ganges Voyager

ATLANTIS EVENTS

Amsterdam to Barcelona - Celebrity Silhoustte

San Diego to Mexico Cruise - Holland America Oosterdom
Club Atlantis Vallarta

Caribbean Cruise - Harmony of the Seas

Auckland to Sydney Cruise - Noordam

xotic Southern Caribbean Cruise - ewel of the Seas

X CONCIERGE
¢) TRAVEL

www.conciergetravel.cc

Contact us toll free: 877.775.9616

Aug 11 - 20, 2017
Aug 31 - Sep 12,2017
Oct 20 - Nov 1, 2017
Apr 8 -18 2018

Aug 5 - 14,2018

Aug 10 - 19, 2018
Nov 5- 17,2018

Sep 4-14, 2017
Oct 14 - 21. 2017
Nov 5 - 12, 2017
Jan 20 - 27,2018
Feb 18 - Mar 1, 2018
Mar 18 - 25, 2018

“Dates subject to change. Certain resmct/on?aw

am!

7 \L
A
il

*NEW*
*NEW*
*NEW*

OutSmart readers
for voting us

THANK YOU

Best LGBT Cruise or Tour Company
Best Local Travel Agency
Finalist Best Travel Website

% PREMIER WIRELESS'

Houston’s Only Gay-Owned Cell Phone §

>
$22§!2

Fre-dom

HD streaming and 10GB Mobile Hotspot included.

Where Friends Send Friids

Get iPhone 7

&€ iPhone 7

Plus, get...

OR

2 for

with Sprint Lease

Lease a Samsung Galaxy S8, get a
Galaxy S7 edge lease on us.

Hurry! All limited time offers through 6/30/17. Credit approval, restrictions,

and some conditions apply. Call or see store or call for details.

Call 832-781-1941

Free del
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Dr. Randy Mitchmore
will see to that.

By Marene Gustin

eorge Takei has said the goal of his

Twitter posts is to give fans a smile

every morning. But what ifyou
looked in the mirror to smile and saw broken,
bad teeth? What if you just stopped smiling
because you were embarrassed by your grille?

When you have bad teeth, it’s not just your

self-esteem that suffers—it can also cause

other health problems, including eating issues.

But Dr. Randy Mitchmore can fix all of that
and have you smiling the very next day.
Although he’s always loved science and
people, Mitchmore started out studying for
the ministry. “But I wound up in dentistry,” he
says. “Now, I minister in a different way.”
Mitchmore is a second-generation
Houstonian with a doctorate from the

University of Texas medical school in Houston.

He’s had a private dental practice in Montrose
since 1978 and spends a lot of time and energy
giving back to the community. He’s vice
chair of the Montrose Management District,
avolunteer with Give Back a Smile (the
American Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry’s
project torestore damaged teeth for domestic-
abuse victims), and he’s spent years on the
board of Bering Omega Community Services.

Mitchmore has advanced dental training
from several institutes, has written a shelf full
of books on dentistry, teaches, is one of the few
dentists who’s certified in IV sedation, and
specializes in dental implants. “My dad hated
the partials he wore back in 1986,” Mitchmore
recalls. “So I started learning about implants
soIcouldfixhisteeth. Anditmade sucha
difference for him.”

Dentistry has come along way since the

’80s, and one of the newest techniques is called
Teeth Tomorrow, which Mitchmore now
offers.

Teeth Tomorrow is an alternative to the
traditional dentures and partials that are
removed and soaked overnight. These new
implants are made from a solid block of Prettau
Zirconia, anon-porous substance that resists
chipping and cracking, odors, and stains.

Best of all, the process takes only
two days: one for extractions and precise
measurements—which are digitally
transmitted to alab where your new teeth are
created overnight—and one for having them
implanted in your jawbone.

“The people who need this kind of dentistry
are good, hard-working people who have put off
fixing their teeth or have just had patchwork
done,” Mitchmore says. “This is away to give
them apermanentfixin a very short time. The
technique gives you new teeth the next day.
And that means there isless time in the chair,
less stress, less worry.”

Unlike regular dentures, these are
permanent implants that you treat like real
teeth. You brush daily and see your dentist for

OutSmartMagazine.com |

©

Dean of Dentistry

Dr. Randy Mitchmore has

had a practice in Montrose
for 29 years.

regular cleanings. The only thing you don’t
have to do is floss, since the Prettau Zirconia
does not attract plaque or food particles.

“I can eat again, it was so easy and
everyone was so kind, Dr. Mitchmore explains
everything. Best customer service ever!”
reads one patient testimonial on Mitchmore’s
website.

Others talk about the luxurious spa-
like atmosphere and friendly staff. “Dr.
Mitchmore’s office is the nicest place I've been
in Houston.”

“The best part of my job is that I get to
change people’slives,” Dr. Mitchmore says,
with a smile. “And I consider my patients my
friends.”

Dr. Randy Mitchmore

LifeSmiles & Teeth Tomorrow

1722 W. Alabama St.

713.999.6541
teethtomorrowhoustoncentral.com
implantdentistinhouston.com/testimonials

Marene Gustin is a frequent contributor to
OuTSMART magazine.
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Samuel DeSpain was in shock when Robert Day finally pi)ppéd the q'uestiéﬁ.

e

Finding Their Beach
After 24 years together,

"~ Samuel Vaughn DeSpain
I () and Robert Curtis
Day were married last
year in Key West, Florida.
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By Henry V. Thiel

hilelooks aren’t everything for

Robert Curtis Day, it was Samuel

Vaughn DeSpain IIT’s legs that
caughthis eye on February 29,1992, at the
Paper Moon nightclub in San Antonio.

“Actually, Curt sent a mutual friend over
to invite me to join them because he liked my
legs,” DeSpain recalls, smiling. “We talked
together the rest of that night. We were totally
smitten with each other!”

Twenty-three years later, Day pro-
posed—and he still likes DeSpain’s legs.

“To say I was shocked when he pro-
posed would be the ultimate understate-
ment,” DeSpain says. “Curt had never been a
big marriage person; it was always just a piece
of paper to him.

“Over the years I came to realize that yes,
Iwanted to marry Curt,” he adds. “I've always
had afeeling of peace around Curt. Iused to
wonder what I did to deserve such a wonderful
person in my life. Curt is my rock when things
go crazy, and my voice of reason when I see
none. I knew what he thought about marriage,

so I never brought it up. So when he proposed, I
could not believe what I was hearing!”

Day popped the question over dinner on an
ordinary weeknight, “using the same voice he
uses when he asks me to pass the potatoes,”
DeSpain says.

“Ithought to myself, is he joking with me?
When he steered the conversation to the com-
ing year and mentioned that February had 29

daysin 2016, I didn’t know what he was talking
about. To be perfectly honest, I didn’t think
that he was serious, so I didn’t give him an an-
swer. Then two weeks later, he asks me if T had
been looking at possible wedding locations.
‘What?’ I said to myself. ‘Oh my God, he’s seri-
ous! He wants to marry me!’ I screamed in my
head. Iwas totally blown away!

“The first thing we did as an engaged couple
was to call the friend who introduced us, and

asked if he would attend our wedding,” shares
DeSpain. “We were thrilled when he said yes.”

DeSpain, 45, attended the University of
Texas at San Antonio and works as a manager
at Williams-Sonoma. Day, 49, serves as direc-
tor of finance for the southwest region at Ernst
& Young.

They were married on February 29, 2016,
on Smathers Beach in Key West, Florida, with

William Joseph Weinstein officiating.

“I only requested two things about the
wedding,” Day says. “I wanted the wedding
to be small, and on abeach.

“We also wanted to be married in the

U.S.A.toensure that no one could contest

our marriage,” he adds. “We chose Key West
because we knew it would be fun for everyone,
and because we have always enjoyed what Key
West has to offer.”

To plan their destination wedding, the cou-
ple relied on the vendors at WeddingToGoKey-
West.com. “Their professionalism was very
helpful, and we would recommend them to
anyone,” Day says. —

TORQUE

SELECT JEWELERS

YWen bl about bove...

BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY AND SEE OUR EXTENSIVE COLLECTION OF ENGAGEMENT RINGS & WEDDING BANDS
713.789.3359 - 2221 S. Voss Rd. - Houston, Texas 77057 - SelectJewelers.com
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8325 Travelair Street
at Hobby Airport
Houston, TX 77061
713.454.1940

events@ 1940airterminal.org

For Information
about Weddings
Receptions and
Reservations visit
1940AIRTERMINAL.ORG

ii
1940 AIR TERMINAL
museum

EXTRAORDINARY AND REMARKABLE;
JUST LIKE YOUR LOVE STORY

Photo by
chriswph@q._com

Start your new chapter at

THE VERANDA by PEARL

Located in The SAM Houston Hotel, Curio Collection by Hilton

Follow us for daily surprises and delights! » In the Historic
Facebook @theSAMHoustonHotelCurio Sam Houston Hotel
Instagram @TheSAMHoustonHotel THE 1117 Prairie St.
TheSAMHoustonHotel.com ¥ sam Houston, TX 77002
PearlRestaurantHouston.com s 832.200.8800
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“They may not be high fashion, but they
are very much Key West,” DeSpain says. “They
helped me find transportation, pick restau-
rants, and even explained where and how I
should go about getting our marriage license.”

The wedding included one time-honored
tradition.

“For something borrowed, it was my step-
father’s hanky,” DeSpain says. “Something
old was alocket that my mother lent me that
belonged to her grandmother. Something blue
was a blue ribbon in my pocket, and something
new was a set of custom-made cufflinks that
Curt gave me as a wedding present.”

The couple shared two favorite moments
from the ceremony—one humorous and one
somber.

Day recalls the humorous moment that
occurred just after they exchanged rings. “We
both, at the very same moment, realized that
we were so nervous that we had put our rings
on the wrong hands, and we had to change
them in the middle of the ceremony,” he says.
“Everyone was laughing, even the officiant.”

The somber moment involved DeSpain’s
father, who died from Alzheimer’s last summer.
“Just as the service started, my mother and a
cousin both noticed that alarge sandhill crane
flew by us and landed just a few feet away next
to the gentle lapping waves,” he says. “They
both swear the crane stood there and watched
the entire ceremony. They both said it made
them feel as if my father was there watching
me marry Curt. Istill cry when I think ofit.”

The couple has decided to postpone their
honeymoon until this year, when they’re cel-
ebrating their 25th anniversary.

Henry V. Thielis a principal with The Epicu-
rean Publicist. He loves bears.

HARMONY

STRINGS

PROFESSIONAL STRING QUARTET
SPECIALIZING IN WEDDINGS
CONTEMPORARY & CLASSICAL MUSIC

2007 PICK
COUPLES” CHOIC
AWARDS'
HALL OF FAME S

www.harmonystrings.com
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MAKE YOUR WEDDING
TRULY MEMORABLE FOR
BUOYS AND GIRLS

AN EXQUISITE WATER FRONT VENUE
IN EL LAGO, TEXAS. WE ARE ABLE
TO COMFORTABLY SEAT OVER 250+

T 4 ‘} OF YOUR WEDDING GUESTS IN
et |
i ol | E ’n‘ OUR OPEN 5,000 SQUARE FOOT
AR &.- INDOOR/OUTDOOR FACILITY.
Venue :

CERTIFIED VENUE SPECIALISTS, FROM BOOKING TO WEDDING!

901 NASA PARKWAY - EL LAGO, TX 77586 - 281.291.9900
INFO@WATERSEDGE.EVENTS - WATERSEDGE.EVENTS

f /WATERSEDGEVENUE
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“BAKER to
the STARS”

.
Sandy Bubbert
& Judith Light g

Yoo
g

We Like to Fill You with PRIDE
As You Munch On Our
Pride Coolies!

71 0ﬂtv§maﬂ
i {1 GAYEST
) ) €

[ .Y \ . £ 8.9

& & ;‘% < o

., Bg s Voted by OutSmart
Readers as one of the

BEST DESSERT!
BEST HAMBURGER!

BEST LGBT

BUSINESS PERSON!

)
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)
Serving the . 2
Community Sandy Bubbert’s | | ] } I

55 Acadvan Bakers

604 W. Alabama « Houston, TX 77006 « (tel) 713.520.1484 « (fax) 713.520.0161

AcadianBakers.com
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Nearby venues offer airplanes,
boats, vineyards, and more.

By Henry V. Thiel

fyou've dreamed of making an entrance to

your wedding from a speeding race boat as

if you were James Bond, or on a glamorous
yacht channeling Grace Kelly, you can do so at
Waters Edge in Seabrook, Texas.

Just 25 minutes south of Houston, Waters
Edge sits on 2.5 acres of lush landscaping fac-
ing the scenic Clear Lake shores. Couples can
even exchange vows barefoot on a palm tree-
covered beach.

As an all-inclusive private-events venue,
Waters Edge can accommodate up to 300 of
your closest friends and family under a sky
full of stars—complete with brightly colored
fireworks synchronized to your favorite
soundtrack.

“We host just one wedding a day, so the
brides and grooms and their entire wedding
party will have our undivided attention,” says
events manager Savannah Baker.

“Our 5,000-square-foot indoor facility is
easy to decorate to suit anyone’s tastes,” Baker
adds. “And our certified wedding planners will
be with you throughout the entire process,
from planning to your sendoff after the bouquet
toss.”

Ifyou've dreamed of getting marriedin a
vineyard in Napa, California, but want all your
Houston-area friends and family to attend,
Haak Vineyards & Winery is the next-best
thing.

Established in 2001 and situated 30 miles
south of Houston, the award-winning Haak
Vineyards & Winery is family-owned and
-operated. Its chic outdoor chapel and rustic
reception pavilion are nestled among three
acres of grapevines on a 12-acre estate. As an
all-inclusive venue, they have trustworthy
vendors who can create your dream wedding,

OutSmartMagazine.com |

Local Luxury

The Veranda at the Sam Houston Hotel (top left) offers rooftop
terraces with skyline views, as well as ivy-colored walls, chande-
liers, and a crystal curtain. The Ballroom at Bayou Place (bottom
left) is downtown’s largest private-events venue, with floor-to-ceil-

ing windows and sweeping balconies. Haak Vineyards & Winery
(right) has an outdoor chapel and reception pavilion nestled
among three acres of grapevines on a 12-acre estate.

oryou can do it yourself with your own spe-
cialty vendors.

And who hasn’t dreamed of flying away to
some exotic location in classic Mad Men style,
with the perfect gimlet martiniin hand? The
1940 Air Terminal Museum, Houston’s very
first terminal on the grounds of what is now
Hobby Airport, offers its classic Deco-style
terminal building as a venue space.

The main terminal can hold up to 200
people for a seated dinner, while the 1929 Air-
mail Hangar can accommodate 450. These
unique spaces let your whole wedding party
connect with Houston’s rich aviation history.
There’s even a vintage plane to taxi the newly-
weds out of the reception to their happily-ever-
after.

“We have hosted many same-sex weddings,
both before and after it became legal,” says
Melanie Knapp, events coordinator. “All of our
preferred vendors are LGBT-friendly.”

For swingers like Peter Parker who love sky-
line views and rooftop terraces, The Sam —
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All Your
Memorable Moments!

From 25-200+ guests on our
12 picturesque acres, let the
event professionals at Haak
Vineyards and Winery create
your special memorable
moment! And all of our tours
end up in the Tasting Room!

* WEDDING CEREMONIES
* WEDDING RECEPTIONS
* REHEARSAL DINNERS

« COUPLES SHOWERS

* BIRTHDAY PARTIES

* ANNIVERSARIES

* BUSINESS MEETINGS

* CORPORATE DINNERS

iC
- HaakK

-~ Vineyards & Winery

—

continved from previous page

Houston Hotel’s second-floor Veranda event
space is the perfect place to tie the knot. The
climate-controlled rooftop overlooking the
downtown historic district has exposed brick,
chandeliers, an ivy-covered wall, and a crystal
curtain. The décor can go from blue-jeans
casual to black-tie fanciful, depending on the
couple’s tastes. An added plus is that all of the
food and beverages are provided by the hotel’s
Pearl Restaurant & Bar, where local superstar
chef Chris Loftis is at the helm.

If your dream-wedding includes 1,000
guests, there is only one place for you: The
Ballroom at Bayou Place. Located in the
heart of Houston’s Theater District, it is
downtown’s largest private-events venue. Its
floor-to-ceiling windows and sweeping balco-
nies have some of the most romantic views
of Houston’s skyline, with the ability to create
an open-air environment. As a full-service
events venue adorned in rich navy velvet drap-
ery, The Ballroom lends itselfto both elegant
and contemporary atmospheres, and its suite
of services makes the sometimes-daunting
task of staging the perfect wedding as easy as
possible.

And who hasn’t dreamed of having their
very own fairy godmother to handle all the de-
tails of their wedding, especially if they want

-k

A@aﬁ%@mﬂ%

CREATING MEMORIES...ONE WEDDING AT A TIME

LUXURY WEDDING & EVENT PLANNING + COORDINATION
EVENT CONCEPTUALIZATION & DESIGN
DESTINATION WEDDING & EVENT PLANNERS
COUTURE STATIONERY DESIGN

713.862.1751
INFO@DAYTOREMEMBER.NET

Photo Credit: Serendipity Photography | Photo Credit: Joseph Wesup_.wrapny
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Chef David"Alcorta

davidalcorta.net

david@davidalcorta.net
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four white stallions drawing their
carriage instead of mice?

“After all, we only get what we
plan,” says Claudia DeVelasco,
aluxury-wedding planner who
owns A Day To Remember. She
and her team take the time to get
to know each couple and under-
stand their style, personality, and

tastes, so together they can design

the couple’s perfect day.

“The best advice I could give
any couple is to hire a planner,”
says DeVelasco. “Many venues
offer bundled services, and while
at first the idea sounds enticing,
oftentimes those added ser-
vices may not be what the couple
wants.”

DeVelasco also recommends
that couples “flat-out ask” if the
venue, staff, and vendors are
LGBT-friendly, including bath-
rooms and changing suites. She
also strongly encourages couples
toread all contracts and not be
afraid to ask for clarification on
anything they don’t understand.

“That’s the only way to get
what you want—and what you are
paying for,” she adds.

¢ 1940 Air Terminal Museum
8325 Travelair St.

Houston, TX 77061
713.454.1940

e The Ballroom at Bayou Place
560 Texas Ave.

Houston, TX 77002

713.400.1299

* A Day To Remember
926 Yale St.

Houston, TX 77008
713.862.1751

* Haak Vineyards & Winery
6310 Avenue T

Santa Fe, TX 77510
409.925.1401

¢ The Sam Houston Hotel
1117 Prairie St.

Houston, TX 77002
832.200.8802

* Waters Edge
3901 NASA Road 1
Seabrook, TX 77586
281.291.9900

Henry V. Thiel is a frequent con-
tributor to OurSMART. He is dream-
ing of his wedding.

Exquisitc cakes by Nadine Moot

» Weddings
o Special Events

NORTH AMERICA

EXOTICALLY SOFT BAMBOO CLOTHING,
BEDDING AND BATH ACCESSORIES

CARIBBEAN-STYLE THAT IS SOFT
CLEAN AND GREEN.

BAMBOO FABRIC
AS UNIQUE AS
YOUR SPECIAL DAY.

Registries available:

* Wedding

* Anniversary

* Birthday

* House Warming

* Graduation
bamboorepublictx.com

Rice Village
2446 Times Blvd.
832.968.3870

BambooRepublic.com

WiioMadeTheCake com
713. 528 4719

Wedding consultation by appomtment only

{
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Y Keiynan Lonsdale

(Instagram post, 5/13/17)

Ilike to change my hair, Ilike to take risks with how I dress,
Ilike girls, & Ilike guys (yes), I like growing, I like learning, I
like who I am and I really like who I'm becoming. Spent way too
many years hating myself, thinking I was less valuable because
Iwas different...whichisjustuntrue.... Not faking shit any-
more, not apologising for falling in love with people no matter
their gender. I've become bored of being insecure, ashamed,
scared...no one should feel like that about themselves, espe-
cially when there is so much good life to live....IT hope we can
alllearn to embrace who we are & not judge people who aren’t
exactly the same as us. The truth is we are all family, we're all
one. Just love. Keiy.

LONSDALE - KATIE YU/THE CW; LONSDALE INSET - JEFF WEDDELL/THE CW; LP - MICHAEL COMTE; DUCHOVNY - PATRICK WYMORE/SHOWTIME; LYNCH - SUZANNE TENNER/SHOWTIME; SLICK - YOUTUBE; SANDER/JEROME - MTV

Su]llvan OutvSmart

S()Clety of Houston Houston's LGBT Media Source Keiynan Lonsdale (seen here as Kid Flash in The CW's The Flash):
is he “family” 2 INser: Lonsdale as Wally West, still in The Flash.

Alistair Donkin Director

Dr. Brian Runnels Conductor

Major Credit Cards are Welcome

Student Rush and Group Discounts are Available

Wortham Center Cullen Theater

Friday & Saturday, July 21 & 22, 2017 at 8:00 pm
Saturday & Sunday, July 22 & 23, 2017 at 2:30 pm
Tickets start at 528

The Gilbert & Sullivan Society 281-724-8363
or www.hgns.org

' L
Like us on facebook.com/HoustonGibertandSulivaniociety Fallow ws on u L
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Queer Quotes

(The Advocate, June/July 2017, Jacob Anderson-Minshall) Compiled by Blase Distefano

" Jacob Anderson-Minshall: In your music
videos you show women with other
women...
LP:T've been asked, “So, LP, you're very out
there, you're kissing women in your videos
and it’s very sexual.” And I'mlike, “Dude, there
are people literally simulating intercourse in
videos. I justlike kissed my girlfriend on the
cheek. If I were a guy or she were a guy, it
would be the most PG- or G-rated thing of
all time!”
Has being out in the music indus-
try gotten easier?
I don’t shy away from using pronouns
in my songs. Ifit offends somebody
to hear “she” or “her” come out of a
woman’s voice in aromantic [way], I don’t
give af--k.Idon’t ever think about myself as some
¥ kind of ... where my sexuality is—I only think of
“ itfrom ahuman standpoint of love. And I don’t
think there is any difference between romantic
relationships of any kind.

G}
A Kiss on the Cheek
Is So Continental
What if LP were a guy?

D

Grace Slick »

(The Advocate, June/July 2017, Jacob Anderson-Minshall) P =Y N We Are the Way We Are
Slick, who fronted the legendary rock band - . = - David Duchovny reprises his
Jefferson Airplane (later known as Starship), ; o ' k- role as Denise in Showtime's
penned a blunt op-ed for Forbes admitting her R G _ Twin Peaks: The Return.
firstinclination when Chick-fil-A came calling Regional 'NSET:.qud Lynch (seen here as Fel
L egional Bureau Chief Gordon Cole) also directs.
[to use one of her songs] was, “F--k no! Chick-fil- N N i g
A pisses me off. I firmly believe that men should e e °
be able to marry men, and women women. I am '-, ) 3 B A D a.v:.d LynCh
passionately against anyone who would try to : e 0 e k-
suppress this basic human right.” But, Slick says,
she decided to go ahead with the deal in order to
“strike back at anti-LGBTQ forces” by donating
every cent she makes from the commercial to
Lambda Legal, the nation’s oldest LGBT organi-
zation, which helped win marriage equality.

(Entertainment Weekly, Summer TV Preview 2017, Jeff Jensen)
Jeff Jensen: Part 4 [of Twin Peaks:
The Return] sees the return of Denise,
a transgender woman and law-
enforcement agent played by David
Duchovny. In a fitting move, she’s
gotten a promotion.

David Lynch: I never directed David in the
original Twin Peaks, so it was a thrill for
me. Cole used to be Denise’s boss,

but things have changed.

There’s a moment when [my
character] Cole says that back

(MTV Movie & TV Awards, 5/1/17) when Denise was transitioning,

Ashton Sanders (left), 21, and Jharrel Jerome, 19, who play teenage Chiron and Kevin in the film he told her colleagues who couldn’t

Moonlight, won Best Kiss at the MTV Movie & TV Awards: . de(_" with it 'o. tCt
Jharrel Jerome: On areal note, I think it is safe to say that it is okay for us young performers, “Change their hearts or die.” That’s right.
especially us minority performers, to step out of the box and do whatever it takes to tell the People are people, and we are the way we
story and whatever it takes to make the change. This award is for that. It’s for us artists who are. We're all supposed to get along, and
are out there, who need to do whatever it takes to get people to wake up. diversity should be appreciated fully in
Ashton Sanders: This award is bigger than Jharrel and I. This represents more than a kiss. the light of unity. That’s peace on earth,
This is for those who feel like the “others,” the “misfits”—this represents us. and there should be room for everyone.
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Gay Docs

‘I Am Not Your Negro’
and ‘Uncle Howard.’

Lovesong

Neglected by her
husband, Sarah
(Riley Keough)
| embarks on a
road trip with her
young daughter
and her best
== friend, Mindy
(Jena Malone). Along the way,
the dynamic between the two
friends intensifies before circum-
stances force them apart. Years
later, Sarah attempts to rebuild
their intimate connection in the
days before Mindy’s wedding.
Lovesong is a “rare film of ma-
ture, emotional complexity” (The
Film Stage), a delicate explora-
tion of female friendship and
unspoken love. Strand Releasing
(strandreleasing.com).
—Suzie Lynde

1 Am Heath Ledger

Heath Ledger
was one of Hol-
lywood’s most
gifted young
actors. Starring in
breakout hits like
Brokeback Moun-
tain and The Dark
Knight, he rose to fame before
his death at the age of 28.1Am
Heath Ledger recounts his acting
career, from his early days to his
rapid rise. The doc also show-
cases footage captured through
the lens of Ledger’s own camera,
offering a unique look into his
personal life. Virgil Films (virgil
films.com). —Troy Carrington
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UNCLE‘ OURTESY P ALLILONDOIN‘

By Gregg Shapiro

Not to Be Missed
Asove: James Baldwin (c) in 1963

in Raoul Peck’s | Am Not Your Negro.
Lerr: William S. Burroughs (far left)
and Howard Brookner in

Aaron Brookner’s Uncle Howard.

If’s been said that timing is ev-
erything. Raoul Peck’s James
Baldwin doc | Am Not Your Negro,
opening in theaters in the wake

of Georgia representative and
civil-rights icon John Lewis’ public
feud with President Trump, is proof-
positive of that. Owing as much

to recent films such as Selma and
Birth of a Nation as it does to Hid-
den Figures and 13th, | Am Not
Your Negro is required viewing.

In 1979, gay author Baldwin
set out to tell his story of America
through the lives of three murdered
friends—Medgar Evers, Martin
Luther King Jr., and Malcolm X. He
only got as far as writing 30 pages
of notes for the unfinished book he
had titled Remember This House.

Peck combines phenomenal vin-
tage footage of Baldwin (who died
in 1987) with Samuel L. Jackson’s
voiceovers for Baldwin's writing, in-
cluding letters he sent to his agent.
If only Baldwin knew how prescient
his words were—about everything
from race to television—when he
spoke (and wrote) them between

OutSmartMagazine.com

40 and 50 years ago.

With the murders of Evers
(1963), Malcolm X
(1965), and King
(1968) as the back-
drop, it's fitting (and
frustrating) that Peck
was able to find paral-
lels between the racial
violence of the distant
and recent past, and
the rise of the Black
Lives Matter movement
following the police shooting in
Ferguson, Missouri.

Anyone familiar with Baldwin’s
writing is sure to find inspiration
from hearing him speak in the film.
Among the most unforgettable film
clips are Baldwin’s 1968 appear-
ance on The Dick Cavett Show, an
interview on the 1963 Dr. Kenneth
Clark TV program The Negro and
the American Promise (which also
featured King and Malcolm X),
and speaking engagements such

as the one at Cambridge University

(1965).
Baldwin, who says he was not

a member of any particular black
group because he was “never in
town to stay” and that
his function was to write
the story as a witness
and get out, without
realizing it, became “the
great black hope of the
great white father.” He
even earned himself an
FBI file in 1966, in which
he is described as “dan-
gerous,” leading to his
name being included in the FBI's
“security index.”

| Am Not Your Negro is not to
be missed. DVD special features
include an interview with director
Peck, Q&A sessions with Peck and

Jackson, and more.

From Magnolia Home Enter-
tainment (magnoliapictures.com).

he Howard Brookner renais-

sance that began in 2015 with
Brad Gooch’s stunning memoir
Smash Cut, about his relationship
with the late filmmaker, continues
with Aaron Brookner’s lovingly —
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rendered doc Uncle Howard. As the doc begins
we see Howard’s nephew Aaron in the process
of searching for archival
footage from Howard’s
first film, Burroughs: The
Movie, the acclaimed
1983 documentary about
gay writer William S. Bur-
roughs.

The rumored footage
is stored in “the bunker,”
the storied Bowery apart-
ment in which Burroughs
lived, later inhabited by gay performance poet
John Giorno. Giorno, who has become the
keeper of the footage, initially makes things dif-
ficult for Aaron, but once Aaron gains access, a
whole world is revealed to him.

With Uncle Howard, Aaron Brookner, who
was seven at the time of his uncle’s passing,
has done a marvelous job of creating a many-
layered tribute to the man he describes as his
“hero.” There are fascinating biographical
details about Howard—for instance, in spite of
his parents’ wish for him to attend law school,
Howard attended film school at NYU. And the
interviews with Howard'’s mother, Elaine, are
alternately amusing and heartbreaking.

Additionally, the movie within the movie,
about the lost Burroughs footage, leads to
Aaron interviewing Burroughs’ literary executor
and heir James Grauerholz, gay writer Darryl
Pinckney, film producer Lindsey Law, as well as
filmmakers Jim Jarmusch (sound recordist for
Burroughs) and Tom DiCillo, and theater direc-
tor Robert Wilson, among others.

Although the sight of the lost Burroughs film
footage will be a highlight for a certain seg-
ment of the audience, the emotional heart of
the film is when Aaron interviews Howard's ex,
model-turned-writer Brad Gooch. The scenes
with Gooch pack a wallop, detailing the end of
Howard’s life and the production of Howard’s
final movie, Bloodhounds of Broadway. In a
vintage video-diary segment in the heartrending
doc’s final minutes, Howard pays tribute to his
agent, Luis, who was another casualty of the
plague. It's safe to say you will probably never
hear the Pretenders’ “Hymn to Her” the same
way again.

Ultimately, Brookner’s tribute to his uncle
reminds us that Howard’s passing, and that of
Mapplethorpe and countless other creative
people lost to AIDS, had an immeasurable
impact on the culture of New York City and
beyond. It's a reminder to never forget these
people and the legacy they left behind.

From Pinball London (pinballonline.co.uk/
films). Now available on Netflix, Vimeo, iTunes,
and other digital platforms.

_unLE
“HOWARD

Gregg Shapiro is a regular contributor to
OUTSMART magazine.
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Band Practice

LGBT Pride playlist 2017.

Various Artists
Billy Porter Presents
The Soul of Richard Rodgers

o The album, which
Y features new takes
on classic Richard
Rodgers songs,
includes solos and
'8l duets from the fol-
lowing artists (in addition to Porter
himself): Tony and/or Grammy
Award winners Cynthia Erivo,
Renée Elise Goldsberry, Leslie
Odom, Patina Miller, Pentatonix,
and India.Arie; Tony Award nomi-
nees Brandon Victor Dixon, Joshua
Henry, and Christopher Jackson;
Kinky Boots star Todrick Hall; and
multiple Grammy Award nominees
Deborah Cox and Ledisi. Sony
Music Masterworks (masterworks
broadway.com). —Troy Carrington

Chastity Brown

Silhouette of Sirens

An artist who can
plumb the depths
of sadnessin a
single note, then

M release it in the
very next breath,
this queer woman of color melds
folk, pop, and soul on her debut
album, weaving together a poet’s
lyrical ear and a soul-laid-bare
quality. Red House Records (red
houserecords.com). —Suzie Lynde
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hen someone asks you who your

favorite gay band is, what do
you usually answer? Culture Club? In-
digo Girls2 Queen (led by gay Freddie
Mercury)? Fanny? Judas Priest (led by
gay leather-clad Rob Halford)2 R.E.M.
(led by gay Michael Stipe?2) The B-52's2
Smokey?2 Hiisker D2 Pet Shop Boys?
The Murmurs2 The Runaways? Erasure?
These names only scratch the surface of
musical groups featuring all (or mostly)
out members. The following are a few
more current LGBTQ bands well worth
your time and attention.

Led by the brilliant Stephin Merritt, a
cross between Stephen Sondheim and
David Sedaris, The Magnetic Fields
have been making music as a band
(in various formations) since the early
1990s. Merritt, who has talent to burn,
also has other bands, including Future
Bible Heroes, The Gothic Archies, and
The Sixths; he has also released solo
recordings and composed film and the-
ater scores. The triple-disc set 69 Love
Songs, released in 1999, was one of
The Magnetic Fields” most ambitious and
well-received projects. Merritt describes
the equally impressive new five-disc set
50 Song Memoir (Nonesuch) as his
“autobiography in 50 songs,” one for
each year of his life. Disc one covers
1966 through ‘75, disc two covers ‘76
through '85, and so on through 2015. As
delightfully gay as ever, songs such as
“Judy Garland” (disc 1), “Why | Am Not
a Teenager” (disc 2), “Me and Fred and
Dave and Ted” (disc 3), “Lovers’ Lies”
(disc 4), and “You Can Never Go Back
to New York” (disc 5), are just a few of
the welcome additions to The Magnetic
Fields’ massive songbook.

At first, when you hear the amazing
song “Living in the City,” the second
track on The Navigator (ATO) by
Hurray for the Riff Raff, you might
think you're listening to a new Michelle
Shocked album (minus the religious fa-
naticism and homophobia). But you'd be

OutSmartMagazine.com
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HIRAETH

By Gregg Shapiro

wrong. Like The Magnetic Fields, Hurray
for the Riff Raff is the creation of one per-
son—in this case, Alynda Segarra—work-
ing with several guest artists, including
Yva Las Vegas. A folk/punk concept-
album masterpiece, it's Woody Guthrie
meets David Bowie, as pop as it is politi-
cal. Thrilling and theatrical (“Pa’lante”
sounds like an homage to Hedwig's “Mid-
night Radio”), international and inspira-
tional (“Rican Beach” and “Finale”), and
undeniably powerful (“"Hungry Ghost”
and “Life to Save),” The Navigator will
leave you cheering.

Returning with its first album since
2013’s Tales of Us, Goldfrapp, featur-
ing queer lead vocalist Alison Goldfrapp,
delivers the shiny Silver Tree (Mute).
The 10 tracks effortlessly incorporate
the band’s musical styles and directions.
Goldfrapp's dance-club heartbeat pulses
throughout “Anymore,” “Everything Is
Never Enough,” “Become the One,” and,
to a lesser degree, “Systemagic.” The
synth experimentation for which Gold-
frapp is known can be felt on “Moon in
Your Mouth,” “Ocean,” and “Tigerman.”
The band’s warm, chill-out side is repre-
sented by “Beast That Never Was” and
“Faux Suede Drifter.”

About U (RCA) by queer female trio
MUNA is a blast from the '80s past—
from the vocoder on “Winterbreak” to
the irresistibly persuasive dance energy
of “Crying on the Bathroom Floor,” “End
of Desire,” “Around U,” “I Know a Place,”
and “Loudspeaker.” Songs such as “So
Special” and “Promise” sound like 21st-
century updates of underrated queer Ca-
nadian band The Parachute Club (of “Rise
Up” fame).

Born in the L.A.'s “queer punk under-
ground,” French Vanilla is a feminist
punk band that makes the best use of a
saxophone and a bass line since Romeo
Void (of “Never Say Never” fame). The
band'’s self-tiled Danger Collective Re-
cords debut channels the "80s through a
21st-century lens and amplifier. French —
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The Village offers outstanding services, amenities, and spacious
apartment homes with luxurious finishes. Don’t miss the opportunity to
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the moving plans to us! Offer ends May 31, 2017.
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Assisted Living « Memory Care

713-952-7600
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1015 S. Shepherd Dr, Houston, TX 77019

a personal tour today!
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Greater Houston LGBT
Chamber of Commerce

Connect with other LGBT and allied business owners
and professionals through special networking and
business development programs, and engage with

the LGBT supportive business community.

Visit www.HoustonLGBTChamber.com to learn more about
membership levels, upcoming programming, LGBT Business Enterprise
(LGBTBE®) certification and sign-up for Chamber announcements.

For more information, please call 832.510.3002 or
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NOW AVAILABLE!
LOCATED IN THE HEART OF MONTROSE
1745 INDIANA, 77006
3 Bedroom 2968 sq.ft.
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CALL ME FOR DETAILS!
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Imagine clear, perfect vision all day long without
contact lenses, glasses or surgery.
for Vision Shaping Treatment.

RIVER OAKS VISION

riveroaksvision.com

1426 W. Gray St. » 713.640.2020 6640 Cypresswood Dr. « 281.355.9090
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continued from page 142

Vanilla pays homage to everyone's favorite
telekinetic in “Carrie” and “Anti-Aging Global
Warming” (with its “accept-your-days-are-num-
bered” mantra) are a couple of examples of the
variety of subject matter.

Hiraeth (theharmaleighs.com), the new
six-song EP by queer “indie Americana” duo
The Harmaleighs (creative and personal
partners Haley Grant and Kaylee Jesperson),
is as soothing as a milk bath. The harmonies
are gorgeous (“Diamond Ring” and the difficult
“Birds of a Feather”) and the pair is not afraid
to crank it up a bit when necessary (the subtle
country-rock of “Mouthful of Cigarettes”).

Gregg Shapiro is a regular contributor to
OuUTSMART magazine.

b
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PEST CONTROL
—T13-732-7742

Complete Pest Control Service
6 Month Warranty - on Standard Pest Gontrol

This is Termite Swarming Season
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for a free quote
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2013-2015
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ChoiceAwards
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Buying, Selling and Investments

Available for all your Commercial and Residential Real Estate Needs

Commercial

il Gary Greene Properties
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Lynette Lew . 713.582.2202
Residential and Commercial Realtor

Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate Gary Greene
Gary Greene Commercial Properties

Lynette@LynetteLew.com | www.LynetteLew.com
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Exams for glasses

Cataract Surgery

Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD
Comprehensive Ophthalmology

Ophthalmology

Now Affiliated wit
‘ ‘ "W ' Estabished 1271

HousTonN EYE ASSOCIATES
5420 Dashwood, Suite 101, Houston, Tx 77081 | www.HoustonEye.com

NEW ADDITIONAL LOCATION 10907 Memorial Hermann Dr,, Suite 150, Pearland, TX 77584

713.668.9118 832.553.EYES (ssm)

DIM SUM MADE IN-HOUSE

LUNCH, DINNER & BRUNCH
Tues-Thurs 11AM - 10PM
Fri & Sat 11AM - 11PM
Sun 11AM - 3PM
Closed Mondays

THE HAPPIEST HOURS IN TOWN
Tues-Fri 2:30PM - 7:30PM
Join us for happy hour!

F 4705 Inker St
o Houston, TX 77007

Conveniently located off of Shepherd and 110!

Ginger, ~ Fork 713 861 8883
{ Y ) WWW. glngerandforkrestaurant com
®O@®

HOME OF HOUSTON’S
BEST GINGER
MARGARITA

Join us for dim sum and soup
dumplings with worldly craft
cocktails on our patio!
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ReapOurt

‘Finding Gideon’

Sex, revenge, and an unsettling cliffhanger.

Dadly Dads: Parents of the 21st Century
Hogan Hilling and Austin Dowd

This is a coffee-table
book designed to show-
case the good nature,
wisdom, and value of
fathers as parents. The
compelling photos and
content in this book
should inspire conversa-
tion about the positive
images of 21st-century fathers as respon-
sible, competent, active, and nurturing
parents. The candid photos, combined
with the genuine, eloquent, and heartfelt
comments from a diverse group of dads
from all over the world, represent father-
hood at its best. Available in bookstores
and at amazon.com and other retail
outlets. —Troy Carrington

DADLY DADS

Moving Forward Sideways Like a Crab
Shani Mootoo

Jonathan was nine when
his parents separated,
and his mother, Sid,
vanished entirely from
his life. It is not until he

is a grown man that he
reconnects with his lost
parent, only to find, to

his shock and dismay,
that the woman he knew as “Sid” has
become a man named Sydney. For nine
years, Jonathan has paid regular visits
to Sydney, trying with quiet desperation
to rediscover the parent he adored inside
this familiar stranger, and to overcome
his confusion and anger at the choices
Sydney has made. Akashic Books
(akashicbooks.com). —Suzie Lynde
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t wasn't where you had put it

down. The last time you saw it,
it was over there where you laid
it. You remember doing that; you
even gave yourself a brain-nudge
so you wouldn't forget, but now
it's not where it should be, and
that bugs you. Now, as in the new
novel Finding Gideon by Eric Je-
rome Dickey, you'll have to chase
it down.

At an age when most boys
are focused on their little toy cars,
Jean-Claude was busy saving his
mother’s life.

The French prostitute known
as Thelma (or was she Margaret,
or Catherine?) had crossed the
wrong johns, gotten pregnant,
and told their wives. She hinted
that Medianoche was a father.
She hinted that the Beast was a fa-
ther. She was lying to one or both,
and the Beast told Medianoche to
kill her. He was swinging Thelma
around by her neck when her
“snotty-nosed” seven-year-old son
picked up Medianoche’s gun . ..
and shot the assassin in the face.

That was the first man the
boy gunned down. Thelma set

OutSmartMagazine.com
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Finding Gideon

by Eric Jerome Dickey
2017

Dutton (penguinbooks.com)
372 pages

$27/$36 Canada

JOSEPH JONES PHOTOGRAPHY

Author Eric Jerome Dickey

him on the second one, too,
which changed him and made
him a killer. He had become
a sought-after, talented as-
sassin when he learned that
Medianoche had lived, and
Gideon (his professional
name) knew he had to finish
that long-ago job.

Medianoche hadn't
planned on killing his best
friend, but when he learned
that the Beast had been lying
for years about Thelma, there
was no other choice. Once the
Beast was gone, Medianoche
could assume leadership of the
Four Horsemen, the group that
ruled Buenos Aires—and that's
how it always should've been.

But this young assassin,
Gideon, complicated things.
Medianoche heard that
Gideon was looking for him, to
settle a dubious score. It wasn't
enough that he'd taken Medi-
anoche’s eye, and destroyed
his face.

No, Gideon was looking
for Midnight, and there would
be war.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer

Which only meant that
Midnight had to find Gideon
first. ..

| have to admit, | spent
the first 30 pages of this book
hating it.

As he often seems to do,
author Eric Jerome Dickey
jumps feet-first into his novel
by letting the characters jump
feet-first into bed. There is a
bit of prelude this time, but it's
strangely fixated on dog waste
before we get to the tiresome
erotica.

Usually, I'd recommend
skipping that and starting the
book several pages in, though
with Finding Gideon, you re-
ally shouldn't. You need that
beginning; it's nasty, but it sets
up a first-rate thriller and a sur-
prise. This latest Gideon tale
has character development
that makes many of the killers
human, almost likeable. Read-
ers get a better understand-
ing of who Gideon is, and
what drives him. We meet his
“brothers” and lovers old and
new, and because this book
screams toward an unsettling
cliffhanger, we can only hope
to see them again.

Certainly, this novel can
stand on its own, but I'd rec-
ommend starting with Sleeping
with Strangers. Dickey’s overall
tale relies on it, so enjoy that
book first. It won't be long be-
fore you'll beg to get Finding
Gideon in your hands.

Terri Schlichenmeyer has been
reading since she was three
years old, and she lives on a
hill in Wisconsin with two dogs
and 11,000 books.
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& GREATEST

2016
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+ 20+Years Experience in Houston
« State-of-the-Art Auto Repair Facility
* Mechanics Specializing in

Both Domestic Import Vehicles

VOTED BEST
AUTO MECHANICS
by OutSmart Readers

: ; ] 2013-2016
* Quality, Reliable and Professional

Service at Competitive Rates

* Guaranteed Parts & Services
* Hours: Monday-Friday 7am-6pm

+ 24/7 Towing Direct to Tech Auto
Call 281,/859-0994

. A UToMoTIVE
+ - SERVICE
EXCELLENCE BOBBY HARTING, OWNER
37 Waugh Drive * Houston, TX 77007
TechAutoMaintenance.com

Rescued Pets Movement, Inc. (RPM) is a Houston-based nonprofit
providing a second chance for thousands of homeless dogs and cats
through rehabilitation and transport to forever homes in communities
throughout the country that have a need for adoptable pets.

You can help by becoming a temporary foster home partner.

s oUD SPONg
008 Rescued Pets .. o

P &
( ) Movement TP

Visit www.RescuedPetsMovement.org/Foster-Us

Designed by - Drew & Jonathan Scott
from HGTV’s Property Brothers

22106 Deaf P Smith
$599,900

=1 21915 Guadalupe

1102 Sealy 2207 Post Office #206
Beautiful Victorian Luxury Condo at its best!
$599,500 $349,500

Call the Right Agent!

David Bowers, Rratror®

z| The House Company
c(lfu?n‘x’%‘: 409/763-2800
David@DavidBowers.com

*2009-2010 President Galveston Historical Foundation
* 2010 President of Galveston Association of Realtors®
2011 GAR Realtor® of The Year

*2013-14 Galveston Daily News Reader’s Choice Award

Thank you for voting me Best Realtor® in Galveston -OutSmart Readers' Choice 2013-15
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Photos by
Dalton DeHart &
Edgardo Aguilargé iy

Legacy Community
Health Services’
Derby Day 2017,
the official kickoff
for the Mint Julep,
at Rich’s.

May 6, 2017

Horns & Halos,
presented by the
Bayou City Women'’s
Chorus, at Bayou City
Performing Arts.

May 7, 2017

'Make Your Photos or Art I

Houston TX 77006
/ www.copydotcom.com
c op yc om

CANVAS PRINTS | COLOR POSTERS | GREETING CARDS| MUCH MORE

C”?-’?
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Healthcare | HIV Treatment | PrEP | Research | 713.526.0005

Sl

rorootM

Show your colors. Happy Pride.

Crofoot MD has been proudly serving Houston’s
LGBTQIA Community since 1998.
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Photos by
Dalton DeHart &
Edgardo Aguilar

ActOUT featuring
“A View from the
Bridge” at the
Alley Theatre.
May 11,2017

The Executive

& Professional
Association of
Houston’s
Champagne Mixer
at the Houston
Polo Club.

April 30, 2017

PAPER STREET  RTIT:

CROSSFIT FURAFREE
TAKE PRIDE IN YOUR FITNESS PRIDET-SHIRT!
STRENGTH IN COMMUNITY PAPERSTREETCROSSFIT.COM :
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AFTER THE PARADE

THE PARTIES

THE TRIBUTES

e

HE REMEMBRANCES

| -
A THE HANGOVERS
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Photos by
Dalton DeHart &
Edgardo Aguilar

Out@TUTS featuring
“Fun Home,”
hosted by OurSmarr
magazine and
Theatre Under

The Stars, at TUTS.
May 16, 2017

Dining Out for Life
benefitting AIDS ser-
vices organizations,
at various locations.
April 27, 2017
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dessert gallery

BAKERY & CAFE

Gifts & Home Décor
355 W. 19t St e Houston, TX, 77008  713.864.4411 Cafe | 3600 KIRBY DRIVE P | #13.522.9999

Tues — Sat: 10am-6pm | Sun: 1-5pm | Closed Mondays grubHub DOC?EASH veer () ears a0 FAVOR

Right now.is the perfect opportunity *

% 10 BE PROUD OF WHO VOU ARE ok yousean
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED %-T0 BE COMPASSIONATE T0 J:T:f‘s;‘;‘m

TO HELP PET OWNERS WITH HEALTH CHALLENGES YOURSELF AND OTHERS Best Astiologer for

all of these years?”

KEEP THEIR COMPANION PETS % T0 SHOW GRATITUDE TO THOSE *

YOU LOVE AND TRULY APPRECIATE
Voted BEST ASTROLOGER

‘ by OutSmart Readers
" w4 " LILLY RODDY

G 5O
WWW.THEPETPATROL.ORG %l ~ASTROLOGER

581.733.7606 | IRL | Nieets

X Relationship readings < personal / business
PETPATROLPARTNERS@SBCGLOBAL.NET '

Q K Presentations & lectures to organizations
-
CONSULTATIONS BY

pet patrolZ
A PEOPLE PET PARTNERSHIP : 713:529-5842
lillycath@aol.com » www.lillyroddy.com
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Current

OutSmart Advertisers

Get your business listed here. Call 713/520-7237 ext 10 for details.

ACCOMMODATIONS/HOTELS

L’Emerson Corporate Lodging
Lemerson.net

Meet Marlowe

1311 POIK St v 281/601-1175
Mid Main Lofts

3550 Main St...coeeeeeeemmmrrrenrreeeeeeees 713/528-2000
Mosaic on Hermann Park
LiveMosaicHouston.com............. 866-694-0350
Sam Houston Hotel

1117 Prairie St...oooooeeeeeeeeereenerrnnns 832/200-8800

ACCOUNTANTS/BOOKKEEPERS/ CPAS

Gary Gritz, CPA

230 Westcott, Ste 210 ... 713/784-3030
ADULT
Executive Adult Video
14002 Northwest Fwy.................. .713/462-5152
Megaflixxx
5909 Richmond........cccooeereeeeeeeeeeens 713/780-1827
ADVERTISING
OutSmart Magazine
3406 Audubon ........cooveeenenreceeennenns 713/520-7237
AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING
Newport Air
NEWPOrtair.Net ........ceeeeeen 281/808-8630

ARCHITECTS

Morningside Architects
MorningsideArchitects.com........713/529-2630

ARTISTS/ART GALLERIES/MUSEUMS
Jumper Maybach
238 W 19th St 832/523-4249

ASTROLOGER

Lilly Roddy Astrology
713/529-5842

ATTORNEYS/LEGAL SERVICES

Warren Diepraam
www.LooneyConrad.com. ...281-597-8818
Frye, Oaks, Benavidez & O’Neill

LiberatingLaw.com.............ccennns 713/227-1717
Gonzalez Olivieri LLC
gonzalezolivierillc.com................. 713/481-3040
Katine & Nechman LLP

1834 Southmore. ...713/808-1001
Magnan & Couture PLLC, Law Office
MagnanCoutureLaw.com............ 713-678-0499

Dwane Todd Law Firm
801 Congress St., Ste. 350........... 713/965-0658
Clyde Williams, Attorney

713/236-0064

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS
RMS Auto Care
1759 Westheimer ............coveevevennns 713/529-5855
Tech Auto Maintenance
37 WaUgh DI..coeeeeecereereecessienns 713/863-8244

AUTOMOTIVE SALES

Advantage BMW Midtown
1305 Gray Stu....ccceeeeeeereeemseeesssnnns 713-289-1200
Advantage BMW of Clear Lake
400 Gulf Freeway South.... ...281-557-7000

Central Houston Cadillac

2520 MaiN St.ceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennnnenes 832/981-7590

Jaguar Houston Central

7025 Old Katy Rd.....oooeeereeeree 888/378-0449

Land Rover Houston Central

7019 Old Katy Rd ...vveeeeeveennnnnnnne 713/293-6100

MINI of Clear Lake

400 Gulf Freeway South................ 281-557-7177
BAKERIES/CUSTOM CAKES

Acadian Bakers

604 W. Alabama........cccocoormerrerrnnee 713/520-1484

David Alcorta Catering

davidalcorta.net..........cccoeeuveevrrenens 832/439-0224
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Dessert Gallery

DessertGallery.com............ 713-522-9999

Who Made The Cake

1811 S. Shepherd........coooovvveeeeeeennnns 713/528-4719
CATERING SERVICES

David Alcorta Catering
davidalcorta.net ..832/439-0224

Jim Benton of Houston Catering
2811 Eastman .. .. 713/802-2860

CHURCHES/SPIRITUAL CENTERS
Living Mosaic Church
401 Branard St....

Resurrection MCC

..832/971-0364

2025 W 11th.... ..713/861-9149
St Paul’s United Methodist Church
5501 Main ... ...713/528-0527

CLEANING SERVICES

Perfection Plus

713/664-9911

COMMUNITY/NONPROFIT
Bering Support Network
............................................... 713-526-1017, ext.20
Diana Foundation

....TheDianaFoundation.org
Greater Houston LGBT Chamber of Commerce
HoustonLGBTChamber.com........ 832-510-3002
Lesbian Health Initiative (LHI)

401 Branard.......ceeeeeereeennsnn Ihihouston.org
Lesbians Over Fifty (L.0.A.F.)

.www.loafhouston.org

MyGayHouston.com
.............................. MyGayHouston.com/discover
Pet Patrol

ThePetPatrol.org

Ryan White Planning Council
rwpcHOUStON.OFg ... 713-572-3724

COLLEGES/EDUCATION
Houston Community College

hces.edu

COMPUTERS/INTERNET/IT SERVICES
Copy.com
1201-F Westheimer.... 713/528-1201

ENTERTAINMENT/NIGHT LIFE
Bayou City Bar & Grill
2409 Grant St........cooeeeereerine BayouCityBar.com
Big Tex Bingo
13030 Veterans Memorial ...... BigTexBingo.com
Bradley David Entertainment
BradleyDavidEntertainment.com........ 713/487-6076
F*Bar

P10 P28 [TF:11 | FOOOORRN FBARHouston.com
George Country Sports Bar
617 FAIrVIEW .ooovrrevvveeeeeervvsennnenns 713/528-8102

House of Blues
1204 Caroline...... HouseOfBlues.com/Houston
Houston Eagle

611 Hyde Park. ...HoustonEagle.com

1-45 Bingo

217 Cypress Creek PKWY............... 145Bingo.com
JR’s/Santa Fe

808 PACH{iC......orwrrrreeeeeeeessmmssrrrrnnnene 713/521-2519

Lake Charles
Visitlakecharles.org/greattimes....800/456-7952
Miller Outdoor Theatre
MillerOutdoorTheatre.com.......... 281/373-3386
Revention Music Center

520 TeXas.......ccuuuweee ReventionMusicCenter.com
Rich’s Houston

2401 San Jacinto ..........cce... RichsNIghtClub.com
Rudyard’s

I (ORI TEL 713/521-0521
South Beach

L [ 1o | O, 713/529-7623
Stages Theatre
StagesTheatre.com..........cecuweees 713-527-0123

OutSmartMagazine.com

Theatre Under the Stars

TUTS.COM corrrirrrrnniseenssiieeens 713/558-TUTS

Tony’s Corner Pocket

817 W. Dallas.........ccerrrrrmmrrrrrrneeens 832/722-7658
FERTILITY/GYNECOLOGY

Aspire Fertility
AspireFertility.com
713/425-3003

H Fertility Speciali
www.fertilityspecialists.net......... 713/512-7900

FINANCIAL PLANNING/BANKS
Marie Hejtmancik/OPES Insurance Agency

Bruce W. Smith, DDS/Bruce Smith, DDS
1006 MiSSOUIi .evvveeveereeeeeeeeeeeeeeennnns 713/529-4364

HEALTH CARE-EMERGENCY CENTERS

Elite Care 24 Hour Emergency Center

2500 Rice Blvd......cooovvvvvreerrrrrrneee 713/527-4400
SignatureCare Emergency Centers

1007 Westheimer 281/709-2897
1925 TC Jester,
1014 Wirt Rd... ...832/924-0312
Additional locations........cccccouuueeees ercare24.com

HEALTH CARE-OPHTHALMOLOGISTS

Kelly Heftmancik/OPES Insurance Agency

281/648-0PES.......ooerverrrerrrerrnns 832/867-2518
Grace Yung/Midtown Financial
3355 Alabama, Ste 180................. 713/355-9833

Wells Fargo Bank
............................................. www.WellsFargo.com

FITNESS CLUBS/PERSONAL TRAINERS
Club Houston

2205 FanNin .....cooeeeevvnesnseeeisnnn 713/659-4998
Houston Gym

L0 LD ITT 11 O — 713/880-9191
Paper Street Crossfit

L[ TV 1130 SO—— paperstreetcrossfit.com

FOOD/SPECIALTY & SPIRITS
Dripping Springs Vodka & Gin
. drippingspringsvodka.com

FUNERAL SERVICES
Leslie Bonnie/Dignity Memorial

281/203-7830

HAIR/NAIL/MAKE-UP SALONS
NU-Cuts Hair Salon
515 WeStheimer ...........weeeeeeeeeeenes 713/524-7858

HEALTH CARE-AESTHETIC SERVICES
Ben Aesthetic
BenAesthetic.com .........cccoumsmrrnnns 832/598-5695

HEALTH CARE-CHIROPRACTIC

KirbyHealth & Wellness/Kenneth W. Lester, D.C.

1603 Shepherd.........cccceevvveeeeeenns 713/526-5252

HEALTH CARE-COUNSELING,/THERAPY
D. “Woodja” Flanigan, MS, LPA

2600 SW Fwy, Ste 409 ... 713/589-9804
Denise 0’Doherty,LPC,LMFT,LCDC,RN

3730 Kirby Dr., Ste. 910................ 713/524-8525
Dr. Barry F. Gritz, MD

230 Westcott, Ste 210 .....cccceuvunnnee 713/869-7400
Dr. Daniel Garza, MD

3131 Eastside St, Ste 4.............. 15281/610-8190
The Montrose Center

401 Branard.......cocemeeeeernsssennns 713/529-0037
Danilo Novoa, LCSW

IWantCounseling.com. .........coocee.. 713/992-5010
Robert Snellgrove, LMSW-ACP

4617 Montrose, Ste C206............. 713/522-7014
Samaritan Counseling Center

of Southeast Texas
WWW.SCCSET.OMG.ooveeerrereerreeennes 409/727-6400
Christine Wysong

230 Westcott, Ste 210 ................. 713/869-7400

HEALTH CARE-DENTISTS
Dr. Robert Bishop, DDS
5959 West Loop S., Ste 620.......... 713/623-2311
Samuel A. Carrell, DDS/Bruce W. Smith, DDS
1006 Missouri ..713/529-4364
Bayou City Smiles/Marcus de Guzman, DDS
2313 Edwards St., Ste. 150............. 713/518-1411
Bayou City Smiles/ Cynthia Corral, DDS
2313 Edwards St., Ste 150 ........... 713/518-1411
Cory Logan, DDS

530 Waugh Dr.......cceeemmrrrrerrreeeenes 713/942-8598
LifeSmiles by Randy Mitchmore, DDS
1722 W. Alabama.......cooeeeeeeeeceeees 713/592-9300

H Eye Associates/Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD
5420 Dashwood, Ste 101.. ...713/668-9118

HEALTH CARE-OPTOMETRISTS

Boutique Eye Care

2502 Woodhead ........vveeeeevvnnnnns 713/528-2010
Eye Contact

2055 Westheimer . ...713/520-6600
Eye Gallery

1806B Westheimer ...713/523-1279
1700 Post Oak Blvd, Ste 110. 713/622-7470
River Oaks Vision

1426 W. Gray.....cconeceeemmeeenessins 713/640-2020
Spectacles on Montrose

4317 Montrose, Ste. 2 .......ccouvwee 713/529-3937
Spring Eye Associates

6640 Cypresswood.... ...281/355-9090

HEALTH CARE/PHARMACIES

Avita Pharmacy
AvitaPharmacy.com ... 713/489-4362

HEALTH CARE-PHYSICIANS

Octavio Barrios, MD

507 West Gray ...713/942-7546
7106 Spencer Highway . ...281/542-9400
Carroll Clinic/James M. Carroll MD, AAHIVS
Donnie Harvey, MPAS, PA-C

4101 Greenbriar, Set 208............. 713/520-6360
Gordon Crofoot, MD

Maggie White, FNP-BC

3701 Kirby, Ste 1230 ......cccceueeenens 713/526-0005
M. Sandra Scurria, MD

6565 West Loop South, Ste 300..281/661-5901

HEALTH CARE-PLASTIC SURGEONS

ReNew You MD
950 Threadneedle St., Ste. 280...713/467-0146

HEALTH CARE-PRODUCTS

Pure For Men
........................................... www.pureformen.com

HEALTH CARE-MEN'S HEALTH

Men’s Scientific Institute

RLPLT 51111 o 713/550-0021
HEALTH CARE-SERVICES
Houston Area Community Services/HACS
PAETON TR E:11 I SO — 713/426-0027
Legacy Community Health Services
1415 California Street.................. 832/548 5000
Ryan White Planning Council
RWPCHOUStON.OMG...ccoorreeeeenreeens 713/572-3784
St. Hope Foundation
OfferingHope.org .........cooueeeeeeeeeeens 713/778-1300
HEALTH CARE-SKIN CARE
Heights Dermatology/Alpesh Desai, MD
P20 1T O — 713/864-2650
Skin Renaissance Laser/Octavio Barrios, MD
507 West Gray..........ooeeeeessrmeeeeeens 713/942-7546

The Skin Renewal Center/Patrick J. McNamara MD
1512 W. Alabama St... ...713/533-0800

HEALTH CARE-WEIGHT LOSS CLINICS

Dr. B-Fit/ Octavio Barrios, MD

517 West Gray ..........ceeeeeeeeeees 713/942-7546
The Skin Renewal Center/Patrick J. McNamara MD
1512 W. Alabama St.... 713/533-0800
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RESTAURANTS/COFFEE/WINE BARS

HOME FURNISHINGS/ACCESSORIES PLUMBING
Alabama Furniture U-Plumb-It Plumbing Supply
4900 N. Shepherd.............ccccoooun. 713/862-3035 1424 MONLIOSE «.oevvvvereerssensssenes 713-942-2277
Cantoni . . Village Plumbing & Appliance
9889 Westheimer ..........cccocuvveuiee cantoni.com 5403 KirDY ..oovvvvvvvveereveeeennnns 713/224-DRIP(3747)
coda
355 W T19tH e 713/864-4411 POLITICIANS
: Houston Mayor Pro Tem Ellen Cohen
]F ]o 8“&?_::;;’;?;?;?” 713/957-3672 districtc@houstontx.gov.............. 832.393.3004
Mitchell Gold + Bob Houston Councilmember Mike Laster
4091 WeStheimer.................. 832/397-5130  districtj@houstontx.gov ............ 832.393.3015
State Rep. Garnet Coleman
HOME SERVICES GarnetColeman.com........ccooceuueeeee 713-520-5355

Shade Stars

ShadeStars.com.... ....866/237-9453

HOME REMODELING/RENOVATIONS
Luria Construction
LuriaConstruction.com............... 713/828-2155

HOME REMODELING/PAINTING

Luria Construction
LuriaConstruction.com.... .713/828-2155

INSURANCE AGENCIES/AGENTS

Mayor Sylvester Turner
sylvester.turner@houstontx.gov 713/392-6011

POOL & POOL SERVICES

Tranquility Pools
713/447-9201

Jeffrey Bules/Insurance Associates Group
Insuranceassociatesgroup.com ... 713/23-9400
Marie Hejtmancik/OPES Insurance Agency
Kelly Heftmancik/OPES Insurance Agency
281/648-0PES........ooomrrrrreerrrrreerrnnes 832/867-2518
Patrick Torma/State Farm

3329 Telephone Road, Ste B........832/649-4311

JEWELERS
Select Jewelers
2221 5. VOSS oooeerereeerrseessssesssasnnes 713/789-3359
Silverlust
1338-C Westheimer...................... 713/520-5440

LANDSCAPING/GARDENING

Frazier’s Home & Garden Décor

23200 Hwy 6 @ 290. ....cnrvveennnnees 979/921-2906

Joshua’s Native Plants & Antiques

502 W. 18th St...oooeeeeereeeeeerreeennnnns 713/862-7444
MASSAGE THERAPISTS

Ryan Fugate, RMT

RyanMassageWorks.com............. 713/269-7926

Joel Leal, RMT

713/397-8808

Mindful Hands by Carlos
4617 Montrose, Ste. C-207............ 281/690-1831

PEST CONTROL SERVICES
Andy’s All Star Pest Control

713/732-7742

PET SERVICES & SUPPLIES
Aquarium World
13157 Northwest Fwy............cc..... 713/329-9989
Last Wishes

www.lastwishes.com...
Midtown Veterinary Hospital
MidtownVetHospital.com............ 713-528-4900
Molly’s Mutthouse

3407 Montrose
3410 N. Shepherd ... 713/426-6888
2755 Vossdale 281/501-9062
Spay-Neuter Assistance Program
SNAPUS.OFG...ovveeervvmmesssssssssssssssssnns 713/862-3863
Urban Animal Veterinary Hospital

1327 Yale St 713/863-0088
West Alabama Animal Clinic

2030 W. Alabama..

.713/452-0474

832/581-2453

.713/528-0818

PHOTOGRAPHERS
Dalton DeHart Photography
DaltonDehart.com..............ccemnn 713/622-2202
Yvonne Feece Photography
yvonnefeece.com ........eeeernens 832/876-1053
PHOTOGRAPHY
Houston Camera Exchange
5900 Richmond Ave .713/789-6901

PRINTING/COPY CENTERS
Copy.com
1201-F Westheimer..................ue 713/528-1201
PRIDE FESTIVALS
San Marcos
www.TourSanMarcos.com............ 512/393-5930
PSYCHIC READERS
Readings by LA
readingbyLA.cOM .......ceerrrreeenneen 832/856-2188

REAL ESTATE-MORTGAGE/TITLE

Chicago Title Inner Loop

3700 Buffalo Speedway, Ste 400....713/418-7000
Interlinc Mortgage/Cody Grizzoffi

3815 Garrott St, Ste 202 B............. 832/541-1103
Stewart Title/Michael Caballero

603 W. 1THH oovvvvvvvvvvvvrvvevnsssseennnnnns 713/401-1850

Acadian Bakers

604 W.Alabama ... .713/520-1484
Baba Yega
2607 Grant Street..............cccuunneee 713/522-0042

Bollo Woodfired Pizza
2202 A W.Alabama St............ bollohouston.com
Dessert Gallery

DessertGallery.com.............coo... 713-522-9999
Giacomo’s

3215 Westheimer........ccccccceeenenns 713/522-1934
Ginger & Fork

4705 INKET Stcerreeeeeeeeeeeernmanssrrn 713/861-8883
Gloria’s

2616 Louisiana.............. GloriasRestaurants.com
Hamburger Mary’s

2409 Grant......ooveeeereeseseesseeessenees 713/677-0674
Niko Niko’s

2520 Montrose Blvd... .713/528-4976
Ono Poke

607 Richmond Ave ...........cccoeumnnenns 832-831-9453
Pearl Restaurant @ The Sam Houston

1117 Prairie wooveeeeeeeseeeessseseennnns St832/200-8817

Riva’s Italian Restaurant
1117 Missouri St....
Rudyard’s

2010 WaughDI......ceeeeeeeeeeeeeeennnns 713/521-0521
Urban Eats

3414 Washington Ave......... feasturbaneats.com
Yucatan Taco Stand

3407 Montrose Blvd....YucatanTacoStand.com

713/529-3450

WEDDING SERVICES - VENUES

1940 Air Terminal Museum

AirTerminalMusem.org.............. 713/454-1940
Haak Vineyards & Winery
HaakWine.com.............ccccceeeennnnnne 409/925-1401
Sam Houston Hotel

LR WA 1T SO 832/200-8800
Water’s Edge Venue

901 Nasa Parkway.........ccccoccevevnneee 281/291-9900

Thank You for
supporting
OutSmart
advertisers!

Want to have your
business listed here?

Call 713/520-7237
for advertising rates.

SPECIALTY RETAIL

REAL ESTATE-REALTORS

Cariloha Bamboo

Rice Village 2416 Times Blvd ......832/968-3870
Frazier’s Home & Garden Décor

23200 Hwy 6 @ 290. ......ouccvunneeecs 979/921-2906

Jared Anthony/NextHome Realty Center
ichoosejared.com............cccomne 832/570-5726
Eric Bradley / In The Loop Leasing

1724 Richmond Ave.........ccooocuvvneee 713/252-7205
Brooks Ballard/Engel & Volkers

309 Gray..oouueeeeeeemssesesssmssseessssenns 713/522-7474
David Bowers/The House Company/Galveston
David@DavidBowers.com......... 409/763-2800
Victor Flores/Engel & Volkers

309 GraY..oooeeereeersssssseesssssesessssnns 409/594-1397
Bob Jones/Engel & Volkers
309 GrAY cooseeeerreeeeersssssessessssessases 713/522-7474

Patrick Lee/Dreams Come True
DreamsComeTrueRealty.com.....281/650-2188
Martha Turner Properties

Marthaturner.com.............ccoeeuuees 713/520-1981
Karen Derr/Karen Derr Realty
karenderr.com ............ccooeeuvrevusieens 713/875-7050

Jeremy Fain/Greenwood King Properties
713/677-4337
Javier Heredia/Walzel Properties
JaviRealtor.com........eccceeevveennnnnne 530/404-0555
Debbie Levine/Greenwood King Properties
713/942-6857
Lynette Lew/Better Homes and Gardens
LynetteLew.com ...713/582-2202
Ashton Martini/Martha Turner Properties
832/878-7686
Vinod Ramani/Urban Living Realtors

5023 Washington 713/868-7226
Tom S /The House Company
TheHouseCompany.com.............. 713-857-2309
Tim Surratt/Greenwood King

713/320-5881
VJ Tramonte/Joe Tramonte Realty

1802 Broadway/Galveston.......... 409/765-9837
Martha Turner Properties

Marthaturner.com........ 713/851-7997
Tyler Vargas/Engle & Volkers
309 Gray.... ...713/380-5008

Andy Weber/John Daugherty Realtors

520 POSt Q@K.....coeveeeeeeeeemmassrrrrnnnene 713/724-4306
Christopher Williams/Heritage Properties
713/855-4419

TELEPHONES/CELL/WIRELESS

Premier Wireless

12220 MUFPhY coooeeeeeeeeerrn 281/575-8500
TRAVEL/TRAVEL AGENCIES

Aquafest

Aquafestcruises.com...........co 800/592-9058

Concierge Travel, Inc

4920 MiMOSA......eerrreererrsreesssrrneens 713/661-2117

Galveston Island

Galveston.com. 888/425-4753

WEDDING SERVICES - BAKERS

Acadian Bakers

604 W. Alabama.........coovveereemnreenns 713/520-1484
David Alcorta Catering
davidalcorta.net...........cccccccccrnnns 832/439-0224
Dessert Gallery
DessertGallery.com..........cccouee 713-522-9999
Who Made The Cake

1811 S. Shepherd........oooovveceeeerennens 713/528-4719

WEDDING SERVICES - CATERERS

David Alcorta Catering

davidalcorta.net........oooovveeeeeeeeenens 832/439-0224
Jim Benton of Houston Catering
2811 Eastman .........ccceeeurenceeenenns 713/802-2860

WEDDING SERVICES-PHOTOGRAPHERS

Dalton DeHart Photography
DaltonDehart.com...

Yvonne Feece Photography

.713/622-2202

yvonnefeece.com ..........ccccuummuenes 832/876-1053
WEDDING SERVICES - PLANNERS

A Day To Remember

www.daytoremember.net............. 713/862-1751

WEDDING SERVICES - SERVICES

Bradley David Entertainment
BradleyDavidEntertainment.com. ..713/487-6076
Harmony Strings String Quartet
.................................... www.harmonystrings.com

OutSmartMagazine.com |

Why give your money to
a business that does not
support diversity?

Why would you buy a
cake from someone who
doesn’t want
to sell you one?

Whether you're looking for the
butcher, the baker, or the candle-
stick maker, OutSmarT can help you
find equality-minded businesses
that appreciate you and provide
vital community support.

Read OuTSMART, so you can have
your cake and equality, too.

(_)utvSmart

For advertising and subscription
information, call 713/520-7237.

www.OutSmartMagazine.com
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ACCOMMODATIONS

FullyFurnished Corporate Apartments®

\,

LS

SUN. 10:00 AM:
Worship Service

WED. 7:00 PM:
Bible Study

401 Branard

L

Real help. sme="
PEHameteek

In-Home
Computer Services

= 11832.496.9246

FIVE STAR SERVICE

HOME & OFFICE
CLEANING

DESIGNATED
\ DRIVER SERVICE

HOUSE
& PET
» SITTING

§532.252.1901

HOUSTON PRIDE RIDERS
A new LGBT motorcycle riding group is being
put together for those in the Houston area who
like to get out and ride! I'd love to have group
rides/social gatherings every month, possible
fund raiser rides for the community, etc.. All
motorcycle types welcome - From Harley’s to
Hayabusa’s, crotch rockets and cruisers - all
are welcome. All rider experiences welcome!
Please contact jasonmwilson @sbcglobal.net
or look for Houston Pride Riders on Facebook.
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Advertising
Sales Executives

Successful candidates must
be organized, self-motivated,
energetic, outgoing, creative
and goal-oriented. Previous
experience in advertising and
marketing sales preferred.
Salary+Commission, health
benefits program included.
See the OutSmart website for
more details.

Email resume to: Employment @
OutSmartMagazine.com
Atin: Greg Jeu, Publisher.

MONTROSE

OFFICE SPACE
Perfect for
Psychotherapist, Personal
Coach, etc. Utilities,
Phone, Voicemail
included. 24 hour, 7 day
access. $650/mo.
(713) 817- 4507
AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY

Let QutSmart help you find
your next best employee!
Call 713/520-7237 ext. 11

GALVESTON
PROPERTIES

1819 Sealy ¢ 3/2 Circa 1904 Victorian
on a lovely street...$310,000

3810 Ave M ¢ Nicholas Clayton
designed in 1895... $109,500

1715 Market St. Circa 1885.
6/2.5...$284,500

1623 Ave N ©2/2...$119,500

David Bowers, Realtor

409-763-2800

OutSmartMagazine.com

MASSAGE & BODYWORK

Voted
Houston’s
Best Male
Massage
Therapist

Tom Zeppelin, LMT

713.542.0426

_ eppelinMassageEri—

Reward Yourself

A NIGE TOUCH, RELAXATION
OF BODY AND MIND BY

LEE

Centrally Located; 7 Days,
Evenings, Out Calls Welcome

832.978.7017

100% Natural & Organic
Ingredients to Boost your
Immune System, detox,
anti-oxidize and rejuvenate cells
in 3 Months or Your Money Back.

HealthyRich e 713-826-7048

Colon Hydrotherapy
HC3 Wellness is a state of the art center which
promotes internal cleansing and detoxification
through regimens of “Colon Hydrotherapy”and
“lonic Foot Detox.” Located in the heart of the
Medical Center. 713.667.8600.
www.hc3wellness.com.

Thank you for supporting
OutSmart advertisers.

Please be sure to tell them you
saw their ad in OutSmart!

B&B ENTERTAINMENT

You bring the people..We bring the party!

281-850-6230
DJ/Lighting/Sound

AFFORDABLE
FRAMING

832-943-3377
Featuring

“Denises’ Timepieces”
* Shadow box ¢ Photos ¢ Original Art
* Mirrors * Documents ¢ Canvas Stretch
Call us for all your art and framing needs.

We come to you!

Ny _ 1 _TETYT N
FMANRLILINEG |

ALL MALE LIVE CHAT

ALL ACCESS

. FREE
713.590.9090

oTHeRr cITIES 1.877.510.3344 [0
- HARDLINECHAT.COM

Ny
ANDY’S ALL-STAR

PEST CONTROL
—713-732-7742
Complete Pest Control Service
6 Month Warranty - on Standard Pest Control

This is Termite Swarming Season
Call us to Protect your Investment

- Call
TAndy

for a free quote

TPCL# 13558

MARKETPLACE
ADVERTISING RATES

Deadline:

June 18 for the July Issue.

For rates/information
call 713/520-7237 ext. 10.
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continued from page 160

ments you make. Social activity tied to business
groups or community associations continues to
be really good for both the mind and the soul.

(December 22-January 19).
As the month begins, you are getting your
workplace organized and you won't have any
patience for coworkers who don't get with the
program. This is a good month for you to work
out at the gym and burn off some of that energy.
As you're being pulled in several directions at
the same time, it's important to remember that
you need to come first so you can steer the ship
to port. For some of you, this is a time to consid-
er starting your own business, while others may
want to retire and find opportunities elsewhere.
Relationships are the main theme by midmonth.
Remember to have your best relationship with
yourself, so you don't feel guilty when you real-
ize you can't be everything to everybody!

(January 20-February 18). Family
duties and responsibilities have had you in their
grip for the last couple of months. You are ready
to have some fun and be creative. Children can
be a source of inspiration as examples of fun
and carefree behavior. By midmonth, you are in
an organizing mode and may want to get rid of

all those piles of stuff at home and at the office.
June is an especially good month for you to work
on improving your diet and exercise regimen. You
might feel like your mind is working overtime, es-
pecially when you try to sleep. Electronic devices
can be especially overstimulating for Aquarians,
so make some time to step away from them.

(February 19-March 20). Career,
home and family, and long-term security are sill
the top headlines for you this month. At home,
you may be interacting with your nuclear family
and resolving issues that have been problems
for a long time. You could also be doing some
remodeling, or even considering moving to a
smaller and more manageable living space.

At work, you are clear about what you will
and won't do. Coworkers are not expecting
this pushback from you, since you've always
conformed more easily to their expectations.
By midmonth you are ready for a break in the
action. Make sure you take time for yourself on
the 3rd, 4th, 24th, and 25th—you’ll be glad
you did.

Read Lilly Roddy’s 2017 yearly forecast at
OUTSMARTMAGAZINE.COM. For more astro-insight,
log on to lillyroddy.com.

ampipREe

que A

IDEAL FOR SUMMER INTERNS

When business or pleasure brings you
to Houston for a month or more,
why not make L’Emerson your address?

+ All the amenities of home.

+ Ideally situated in the
Montrose-Midtown area.

* Much more affordable than
a downtown hotel room.

Tom Fricke, Proprietor

210 Emerson Street * Houston, Texas 77006
www.LEmerson.net

(QutvSmart

outsmartmagazine.com

ryan

professional

(QutvSmart

GAYEST

& GREATEST

2016
* W *

massage therapist,
2009, 2010, 2011,

OutSmartMagazine.com |

rm.t., n.m.t, Il reiki t.

Therapeutic
massage

Voted Houstons best

2012,2014,2015 & 2016
-outsmart magazine

713 269 7926

ryanmassageworks.com
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COME SEE

WHAT WE'VE

GOT COOKIN'

HONEY

HAMBURGER

HAMBURGER MARY'S |2409 GRANT | (7131 677:0674 | TUES-SAT 11A-2A, SUN 11A-GP

WHAT THE DUCK SHOW!
Wednesdays, 8:30pm

COR
POC NV
£ Sp

158 | JUNE 2017 |

OutSmartMagazine.com

TONY’S CORNER POCKET

817 W. Dallas « 713/571-7870

Houston

13 ENTERTAINMENT
This comfortable club located in the
Heights is a convenient alternate to
inner-Montrose haunts. Patrons journey
past the comfy seating and romantic light-
ing to find a spacious patio where they
sometimes fire up the barbecue grill. 1537
N. Shepherd « 713.426.1313.

BAYOU CITY BAR & GRILL
This always-fun party bar opens daily
(7am-2am Mon.-Sat., 11am-2am Sun.),
serving fantastic food (11am-9pm) daily.
Fifty-cent wing specials on Tuesday
and Thursday pack the house. “Let Us
Entertain You" with our Sunday drag
performances. Party promotions nightly.
2409 Grant St. « 713.522.2867 «
bayoucitybar.com.

BLUR
This multi-level dance club features a patio
upstairs lounge and balconies that over-
look Pacific St. Ladies enjoy Wet and Wild
Wed., 18-year-olds are welcome on Thurs.,
resident DJ Lorenzo spins Wed.-Sat.
nights, DJ Pollo spins Karumba Latin night
on Sun. Happy hour 8-10pm; free cover
before 11pm. 710 Pacific St. « blurbar.com.

CLUB 2020
Located downtown, this urban club
features Clubbers Friday with male and
female dancers. Its 6,400 square feet also
offers theater-sized viewing screens and
VIP rooms. 2020 Leeland * 713.227. 9667 *
club2020houston.com.

CLUB CRYSTAL
If you miss the now-closed Inergy, you'll
find many of its former staff, manage-
ment, and décor at this two-room Latin/
hip-hop club. Sunday evening drag shows
rule the roost. 6680 Southwest Frwy,
next to Colorado * 713.278.2582 «
crystaltheclub.com.

CROCKER BAR
Resident DJ Johnny spins on Fri. and
Sat. nights at this comfortably remod-
eled Montrose nightspot that also offers

karaoke on Tuesdays and Thursdays and
extended happy-hour prices throughout
the week. 2312 Crocker » 713.529.3355.

F BAR
Award-winning DJs spin nightly at this
“boutique nigﬁtclub” that offers elegance
without arrogance and features a stage,
dance floor, VIP area, glass-encased
quiet bar, and attractive patio. Tues. and
Sun. drag shows feature frequent special
guests. 202 Tuam St. « fbarhouston.com ¢
713.522.3227.

GEORGE
Regulars rule at this comfortable
neighborhood sports bar, just like most
other neighborhood sports bars in town.
Sports Saturdays and Sundays start at 3pm
with dart and pool tournaments. 617
Fairview « 713.528.8102.

GUAVA LAMP
This trendy and friendly video and cruise
bar gets busy during happy hour and stays
busy 'til closing. Karaoke on Wed. and
Sun., sometimes offering prizes, always
packs the place. 570 Waugh Dr. «
713.524.3359  guavalamphouston.com.

HAMBURGER MARY'S
The iconic LGBTQ franchise is located in the
heart of Montrose (11am-2am Tues.-Sat,
11am-7pm Sun.) with lunch/dinner service
complete with full bar and late-night danc-
ing with DJs. Check website for weekly show
schedules and performers. Tuesday nights—
Charity Game Night with Lady Shamu. Din-
ner/late-night shows Wed.-Sun. with all-star
show cast. 2409 Grant St. « 713.677.0674
hamburgermarys.com/houston.

HOUSTON EAGLE

Part of the Eagle worldwide family, originating
in 1970, this neighborhood watering spot is
the place to cruise and dance and was recently
voted Houston's Favorite Gay Bar. Featuring
DJs on weekends and birthplace of the hit
remix team Dirty Disco. Multiple patios. Fea-
turing a 29-degree pour and 12 beers on tap.
Inside leather shop is open the same hours

as the bar. M-F 4 pm-2am, Sat. & Sun. noon-
2am. 611 Hyde Park Blvd. « houstoneagle.com.

— A HOUSTON TRADITION SINCE 1978 -

auayerds p,.

|RUDYARD'S

. THOUSANDS OF BANDs
MiLLIONs ‘oF BEERS

DELICIOUS BURGERS ® SUCCULENT PULLED PORK TACOS
FaBULOUS FisH & CHIPS ¢ AN ARRAY OF CRAFT BEERS

2010 Waugh |- 713:821.0821 | fl:30am—2a_m Everyday | www.fudyardspub.com

#1 PARTY BAR IN M[]NTH[]SE

RAPPY K

TUE - SUN 11A TILL 2A|2409 GRANT §

BﬂVﬂUEIT‘l’BﬂR COM | 21 AND UP
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Behind the B

WHO: Aaron Garcia

WHERE: Rich's » 2401 San/Jacinto
281.846.6685

WHAT’S UP: Houston's most iconie
and largest LGBTQ dance club, with
multiple levels featuring a videa/show
bar and a private VIP lounge. Originally
built to be the Studio 54 of the South,
Rich's boasts world-renowned DJs and
entertainers.

JR'S BAR & GRILL
With house emcee Kofi, OutSmart's Gayest
and Greatest reigning drag champion,
this Montrose standard otfers drag and
strip shows throughout the week, karaoke
Thurs. and Sun., plus pool tables, male
dancers, and award-winning cocktails.
808 Pacific St. = jrsbarandgrill.com »
713.521.2519.

MICHAEL'S OUTPOST
Jerry Atwood, Clay Howell, Neil Massey,
Steve Wheaton, and Roger Woest take
turns at the keys at this comfortable
neighborhood piano bar. 1419 Richmond
Ave. = 713.520.8446.

NEON BOOTS
DANCEHALL & SALOON )
Houston's only LGBT country dancehall is
located in the historic Esquire Ballroom
and opens Wednesday-Sunday. The
new outside patio and stage are open.
Wednesday features Steak Night and Bin-
0. Free dance classes on Thursdays and
araoke. Saturday night the dance floor
fills with the best C&W . . . check their
website for all specials, events and times.
11410 Hempstead Hwy * neonbootsclub.
com = 713.677.0828.

PEARL BAR _
This LGBT-friendly lounge is open under
“familiar” management in the Washington
corridor. Daily h|§h!_ights range from open
mic night to steak night to appearances by
D] Kittie and DJ Ben Phoenix from
KRBE, Drink specials and more. 4216
Washington « pearlhouston.com.

RICH’S HOUSTON
Houston's most iconic and larﬁgest LGBT
dance club, with multiple levels featuring a
video/show bar and a private VIP Iounﬁe_
Originally built to be the Studio 54 of the
South, Rich's boasts world-renowned Dls
and entertainers. No cover before 10:30
p.m. 2401 San Jacinto = 281.846.6685 *
richsnightclub.com.

THE RIPCORD
This well-kept, multi-roomed leather
bar for men and their friends boasts a
busy patio, especially on the weekends.
The Black Hawk Leather shop is located
inside the club, providing BDSM essentials.
715 Fairview Ave, = 713.521.2792.

RUDYARD'S _ _
The eclectic British pub is known for its
craft beers as well as for the burgers. Most
weekends you'll find up-and-coming local
bands rocking the house. 2010 Waugh Dr.
= rudyardspub.com = 713.521.0521.

SOUTH BEACH
This mega-dance club is a frequent win-
ner of OurSmant's Gayest and Greatest
awards, with DJ Eddie E spinning on Fri.,
and DI Joe Ross playing pop & dance

music videos on Sat. No cover before
11pm. 810 Pacific St. » sobehouston.com
* 713.529.S0BE.

TC'S SHOWBAR
With the longest daily happy hours in
Montrose (8am-10pm), it's no wonder
this neighborhood watering hole is so
Bopuiar: Owner Tim Pugh says TC's has
uilt quite a reputation as the perfect
spot to celebrate special occasions. Other
big draws are the drag shows Wednes-
day-Sunday and karaoke Monday &
Wednesday. 817 Fairview = 713.526.2625 *
tesshowbar.com.

TONY'S CORNER POCKET
This comfortable club located close to
downtown has one of the friendliest bar
staffs in town, both inside & outside at its
patio bar. The raised stage where local
charities perform also features an
amateur dance contest each Thurs,, Fri,
& Sat. at 11pm. Opens daily at noan. 817
W. Dallas « 713.571.7870 * tonyscorner
pocketbar.com.

VIVIANA'S _
This club, in a new location, appeals to
fans of Latino music and drag alike. 4624
Dacoma « 713.681.4104.

Beaumont

ORLEANS STREET PUB AND PATIO
The place to hang for food, fun, and booze
in a newly renovated pub, in good weather
or bad. Open every night from 7pm-2am.
650 Orleans = 409.835.4243,

Bryan/College Station

HALO VIDEO BAR
The only LGBT dance club in Bryan/
College station, this sleek spot is open
Thurs.-Sat. Smack in the middle o
Aggﬂeland, “our venue is always packed
with the hotties,” the owners promise. 121
North Main « 979.823.6174 = halobcs.com.

Galveston

23RD ST. STATION
A new face on the Island bar scene Is here.
The bar features a neighborhood-bar feel
with octane. Drink specials dailyand
the weekend is filled with pulsing music,
hot dancers, drag shows, and a Sunday
Tea Dance. 1706 23rd St. « 409.621.1808.

ROBERT'S LAFITTE S
A neighborhood bar, the Island institution
attracts a colorful crowd of regulars and
travelers. The private patio includes a
swimming pool. On Sat. and Sun. nights,
the Ladies of Lafitte show takes the stage.
2501 Avenue Q (at 25th) » 409.765.9092.

Spring

RANCH HILL SALOON
With its two pool tables, 52-inch plasma
televisions, and large dance floor, this
[?opular northside spot also offers Dls
hursday-Saturday. 247041 |-45N Suite
103 » 281.298.9035 + ranchhill.com.

THE ROOM BAR AND LOUNGE
One of only two LGBT hangouts in North
Houston/Spring, this bar and video lounge
has a laidback atmosphere where every-
one is welcome and everyone is friendly
to each other. The Room Bar and Lounge
offers something for everrone, including
daily drink specials, karaoke, free poal,
drag shows, and live Dls several nights a
week. 4915 FM 2920 « roombarspring.com
+ 281.907.6866. ®

=L MON - FRI4P - 27 | SAT & SUN NOON - 2A
==, o11HYDE PARK, HOUSTONTX, 77006

L | % = .

| i

i*".’HU ﬂU:N'S

All
SKYY & SVEDKA
Vodka Drinks

sk $550

Your Country Sports Bar

. Mon-Sat JTam-2am
HOURS * Sunday 12pm-2am

SUNDAY BUFFETS

Every Sunday at Tpm ¥ J

1/2 PRICGE ROOMS 1/2 PRICE LOCKERS

Wednesdays 4pm-11:45pm

Tuesdays 4pm-11:45pm

2205 Fannin Street » Houston * (713)659-4998 * www.theclubs.com
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Mars moves into Cancer on June 4. Be prepared, people.

his is an active month that should keep things

stirred up. Mars, the planet of action, defen-
siveness, and headstrong deeds, enters Cancer
on June 4. With the U.S. being a Cancer coun-
try, Mars can help generate a greater need
for self-protection and/or a need to justify the
actions taken to defend the country. This will be
especially strong at the end of the month. Ari-
ans, Cancerians, Librans, and Capricorns will
be most affected by Mars’ need to personalize
all of your mundane experiences. ® The sun
starts the month in Gemini and enters Cancer on
June 20 at 11:24 p.m., the first day of summer.
Quicksilver Mercury is moving rapidly through
Taurus, Gemini, and Cancer this month. Venus
begins in Aries but enters her home sign of Tau-
rus on the 6th. Mars moves out of Gemini and
intfo Cancer on June 4. ¢ Good days this month
are the 1st, 9th, 20th, 24th, 26th, 27th, and
28th. Days with some tension are the 3rd, 4th,
13th, 15th, 18th, 25th, and 29th.

(March 21-April 19). You are speaking
your peace this month, and have a comment
for almost everything that's going on. You are
feeling courageous and ready to take action
on career and relationship choices in June. This
could be a good time to change positions at
work, or even start your own business. After
midmonth, home and family require your at-
tention. Family members are bickering more,
so don't be afraid to step in and set everyone
straight. Sleep may be especially hard to get
this month.

(April 20-May 20). Finances are
on the menu for you this month. You have been
looking at different investments and/or setting
up a budget to make better use of your re-
sources. You are feeling more active and stable,
especially after midmonth. In the latter half of
the month, you are taking care of projects that
you have been putting off. You continue to make
your personal and work schedules more orga-
nized so you can make better use of your time.
Relationships improve with your ruler, Venus,
in Taurus for the whole month. Your magnetic
charms are alluring for all of us!
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(May 21-June 21). Happy Birthday
to the Geminis! This is your personal New Year
when you have the
opportunity to look
back on last year’s
accomplishments
and undertake new
personal endeavors
this year. In mid-June
you are focused on
increasing your salary or fees for your services.

Continue to work on improving your overall
health through better commitment and follow-
through. The 3rd, 4th, 12th, 13th, and 14th

are the days you need to take off or keep your
schedule very light. You won't care to deal with
drama and tension.

(June 22-July 22). The planets are
giving you a month of mixed energies. Nor-
mally, the time before your birthday is a time
of reflection and retreat. However, with Mars
(planet of action and reaction) entering your
sign on the 4th for the next 40 days, you'll stay
busy—and possibly too busy! You will need
some time for retreat on the 4th, 13th, and 14th.
Keep your agenda light on those days. By mid-
month, you are making decisions about your
career direction, the state of your relationships,
and the connections you have with your family.
Time to ride the wave!

(July 23-August 22). The planets have
been keeping you busy with both work and so-
cial responsibilities. The beginning of the month
is a wonderful time to promote yourself, your
products, and possibly start your own business.
You are ready for a change! Friends and as-
sociates will be very supportive of you and your
ventures this month. You are more organized, and
are catching up on projects at work. Near the
end of the month, you are ready for a break from
all the activity. Make sure you take some time to
recharge. The latter part of the month would be
a good time to go to the spa or out to the lake.

(August 23 -September 22). You are

moving info a busy time for the next couple of
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By Lilly Roddy

months. There will be plenty of opportunity for
improvements in your career, so you only have
to decide which projects you want to commit to.
Business and community organizations can pro-
vide support and a positive environment to work
in. Your leadership skills are showing, so it's

an excellent time for you to act on them. Keep
purging those old family beliefs that hold you
back and make you doubt your own abilities.

(September 23-October 23). As with
last month, there is so much going on that you
may find it hard to stay centered. During the first
part of June you have more flexibility in your
schedule, but toward the middle of the month
there are a lot more demands on your time. At
work, you will want to assert your power and
possibly take on a leadership role. You are look-
ing for more independence with your relation-
ships by developing a greater degree of trust.
The latter part of the month is a very good time
to renew your relationship bonds.

(October 24-November 21). You
are continuing to redefine your relationships—
especially the needs and expectations you have
for yourself. You may find that your tolerance
is especially low for those who won't act more
responsibly or participate in the functioning of
your relationships. You are keeping an even
closer eye on your finances this month. It can
be easy to be pessimistic as you consider your
financial future. Find a plan you can live with,
and don't overthink this. By the middle of the
month, you are ready to have more fun and pos-
sibly do some traveling.

(November 22-December 21).
Relationships are in the spotlight as the month
begins. You have been in a “review and pos-
sibly renew” time frame since last August. This
month you do that with your relationships. You
will need new long-term goals so that you and
your partners are moving in the same direction.
Resistance from those partners could indicate
trouble ahead. With this clarity you have about
relationships, you are safer with any commit-

continued on page 157
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10 Nights - NEW Cuba Cruise Voyage
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On May 5, the Executive and Professional Association of
Houston hosted a Cinco de Mayo rooftop social at Com-
merce Towers. Pictured are Rob Schmerler, Cindy
Cuellar, Robert Frank, Bill Bulcher, Tammy
Tadlock, and David Greiss.

On April 29, the Silo at Sawyer Yards hosted a juried
art exhibit itled, “The First 100 Days: Artists Respond.”
Pictured are Josh Alan, Lyn Sullivan, Matt Adams,
and Erik Hagen.

| 2 V%

On May 11, the Alley Theatre hosted ActOUT featuring
A View from a Bridge. Pictured are Bob Rinn, Frank
De Julio, Sam Ferrigno, Chris Frey, Lauren Pel-
letier, Elle Aghabala, and Shelley Finley.

e S 1
T i § i)
On May 9, the Greater Houston LGBT Chamber of
Commerce hosted Brewing Up Business at Balani
Custom Clothiers. Pictured are Felicia Flores-Gulihur,
Gary Wood, Christian Boehm, Shawn Kuehn,
Tammi Wallace, Scott French, and Corrie Rhabby
Domingo.

P

On May 11, Clive Christian and his daughter,
Victoria, unveiled a new line of fragrances at Saks
Fifth Avenue at the Galleria. Pictured are Brian H.
Teichman, Victoria Christian, Clive Christian,
and Andrew Cordes.

On May 13, Lazarus House hosted Fiesta 2017 at Levy
Park Conservancy. Pictured are Rachelle Welch, Ralais
Harper, Rafferty Laredo, Danielle Sampey,
Nancy Galarza, and Justin Anderson.

The Martini

ol ! .

On May 20, PFLAG Houston hosted its third annual
Meet and Greet Fundraiser Party, featuring guest Debi
Jackson. Pictured are Jeffry Faircloth, Aaron Richie,
Evelyn Carlson, Erika Richie, Debi Jackson, Cort
Wernz, Janice Anderson, Mike Brophy, Gail
Barnett, and Patrick Dickson.

On May 19, Art League Housfon hosted The Martini,
A Montrose Art Party. Pictured are Kristen Johnson
Perrin, Zach Greshman, Robert S. Daniel,
Kheli Willitts, Susan Quarels, and Bobby Bass.
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On May 10, Prime Timers Houston held its 25th anniver-
sary dinner at Tony Mandola’s. Pictured are Pat Karr,
Mike O’Donnell, Bill Tanner, Rex Spikes, Bill
Lidgard, Robert Brooks, Jim Graham, George
O’Neil, and Steve Jurbala.

On May 16, OurSmart and Theatre Under The Stars
hosted Out@TUTS featuring Fun Home. Pictured are
Chris Maris, Adrian Perez, Kate Shindle,
Derrick Short, and A.J. Mistretta.

On May 18, Inferlinc Mortgage Services held an Inner
Loop Open House at Garrott Street. Pictured are Nam
Huynh, Kaylon Alexander, Cody Grizzoffi,
Tinsley Alexander, and Mike Copenhaver.

On May 20, an 80th birthday celebration for Bob
Briddick was held at the home of Gary Wood and
Bryant Johnson. Pictured Terence O’Neill, Briddick,
and Gayle Steer.
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| didn’t survive HIV
so | could die from lung cancer.

| had to stop smoking.
— PAUL

CIGARETTES ARE MY GREATEST ENEMY

QUIT TODAY. TALK TO YOUR DOCTOR OR CALL 1-877-YES-QUIT FOR FREE ASSISTANCE. |




| LIKE MY DENTIST SO MUCH, | MADE HIM PART OF OUR TEAM.

Bruce W. Smith, DDS fg Samuel A. Carrell, DDS

I:Jlldu

WISHING EVERYONE A HAPPY, SAFE & FESTIVE PRIDE MONTH!

Cosmetic, Reconstructive

and Preventive Dentistry
for Adults since 1981

SCHEDULE YOUR VISIT SOON!

Mz invie 1006 MISSOURI STREET HOUSTON, TX 77006
PN sroviber 713.529.4364 | BRUCESMITHDDS.COM e s
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