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Texas Supreme Court to Hear Lawsuit Challenging Same-Sex Benefits

By John Wright

GBT advocates were weighing their
I Ilegal options after the Texas Supreme
Courtagreed January 20 totakeup a
lawsuit challenging same-sex benefits for City
of Houston employees.

Under pressure from GOP state leaders,
the state’s highest court reversed its previous
decision to reject the case, Pidgeon v. Parker,
which was first filed more than three years ago
on behalf of Republican activists Jack Pidgeon
and Larry Hicks.

A state district judge initially ruled in favor
of Pidgeon and Hicks (who were represented
by former Harris County GOP chair Jared
Woodfill), but the state’s 14th Court of Appeals
overturned the decision in the wake of the U.S.
Supreme Court’s 2015 Obergefell v. Hodges
marriage-equality ruling.

The nine-member Texas Supreme Court
declined to hear the case in September, with
only one member dissenting, prompting
acampaign from right-wing groups to
convince justices to reconsider. The
campaign included briefs signed by Governor
Greg Abbott, Lieutenant Governor Dan
Patrick, Attorney General Ken Paxton, and
dozens of GOP legislators.

Ken Upton, senior counsel for Lambda
Legal in Dallas, said it was “troubling” that

the Texas Supreme Court would bow to such
political tactics.

“The ideathat the state can createa
loophole to ‘recognize’ a same-sex couple’s
marriage, but deny it the same respect,
dignity, and effect under state law that it gives
a different-sex couple, is a pretty incredible
reach to me,” Upton told OuTSMART. “I guess
we’ll see if the Court has five votes to go down
this path, which seems to spit in the face of the
U.S. Supreme Court. One wonders if we are
striving to become the next Alabama.”

Upton said one option would be for Lambda
Legal toreopen the federal case it filed to
preserve the Houston workers’ benefits in
response to Woodfill’s state lawsuit. The
case was filed on behalf of city employees and
their same-sex spouses in the wake of then-
mayor Annise Parker’s decision to grant them
benefits in 2013.

Lambda Legal obtained an injunction
that kept the benefits in place while same-
sex marriage cases were winding through
the courts. But once the U.S. Supreme Court
ruled in favor of marriage equality, the
parties agreed that the federal decision was
‘controlling’ and the state case was dismissed
as moot, Upton said.

“Asyou canimagine, we have been

inundated with calls from concerned state and
city employees,” Upton said. “This not only puts
LGBT workers at risk, but makes Texas much
less desirable in competing for employees.”

Noel Freeman, a city employee and former
president of the Houston GLBT Political
Caucus, was among the plaintiffs in Lambda
Legal’s lawsuit.

“I'm alittle surprised the Texas Supreme
Court decided to keep the issue going, but not
atall surprised Jared Woodfill continues to
pushit,” Freeman told OurSmaRrT. “He hates
LGBT people and has spent decades of his
life trying to inflict as much harm on us as he
possibly can.”

Woodfill didn’t respond to arequest for
comment. After an unsuccessful campaign for
state GOP chair last year, Woodfill now serves
as president of Steve Hotze’s Conservative
Republicans of Texas, which is considered an
anti-LGBT hate group by the Southern Poverty
Law Center.

Freeman added that he believes the Texas
Supreme Court’s decision to hear the caseisa
sign of things to come under president Donald
Trump’s administration.

“Ithink opponents of LGBT equality feel
empowered to attack us in every way they can

continved on page 15

COMMUNITY Photos by Dalton DeHart and Edgardo Aguilar

The “Flush SB 6" press conference was held on January
5 at City Hall. Pictured are Lou Weaver, Senator

Sylvia Garcia, Reagan White, Brad Pritchett,
Fran Watson, and Kimberly Shappley.

Bunnies on the Bayou held their annual Snow Bunnies
fundraiser on January 15 at FBar. Pictured are Barry
Austin, Anna Sanchez-Morales, Kim Cook, and
Eva Wang.

On January 2, Harris County District Attorney Kim
0gg's inauguration was held at the South Texas College
of Law. Pictured is former State Senator Jack C. 0gg
administering the oath to his daughter, District Attorney
Ogg. Also pictured are Olivia Jordan (far left), Jack
Jordan (center), and Dean Donald Guter (far right).

The elected officials’
community inaugural
ceremony was held
on January 2 at NRG
Stadium. Pictured
are James Lee and
Shelby Hansen.

OutReach United held its kick-off and announcement
of beneficiaries on January 22. Pictured are Bryant
Johnson, Carol Wyatt-Woodell, Gary Wood,
Fran Watson, Kim Watson, Jack Berger, Sallie
Wyatt-Woodell, and Bob Briddick.

The ACLU held a “Night Before the Inauguration”
fundraiser on January 19 at Rich’s Houston. Pictured
are Travis Nixon, Cheryl Newcomb, Cheryl
Lovelady, and Mark Humphries.
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YOU MATTER AND SO DOES YOUR HEALTH

That's why starting and staying on HIV-1 treatment is so important.

What is DESCOVY*?

DESCOVY is a prescription medicine that is used together
with other HIV-1 medicines to treat HIV-1 in people 12
years and older. DESCOVY is not for use to help reduce
the risk of getting HIV-1 infection. DESCOVY combines 2
medicines into 1 pill taken once a day. Because DESCOVY
by itself is not a complete treatment for HIV-1, it must be
used together with other HIV-1 medicines.

DESCOVY does not cure HIV-1 infection or AIDS.

To control HIV-1 infection and decrease HIV-related
illnesses, you must keep taking DESCOVY. Ask your
healthcare provider if you have questions about how to
reduce the risk of passing HIV-1 to others. Always practice
safer sex and use condoms to lower the chance of sexual
contact with body fluids. Never reuse or share needles or
other items that have body fluids on them.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION

What is the most important information | should
know about DESCOVY?

DESCOVY may cause serious side effects:

« Buildup of an acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is

a serious medical emergency. Symptoms of lactic acidosis
include feeling very weak or tired, unusual muscle pain,
trouble breathing, stomach pain with nausea or vomiting,
feeling cold (especially in your arms and legs), feeling dizzy
or lightheaded, and/or a fast or irregular heartbeat.

« Serious liver problems. The liver may become large and

fatty. Symptoms of liver problems include your skin or

the white part of your eyes turning yellow (jaundice); dark

“tea-colored” urine; light-colored bowel movements
(stools); loss of appetite; nausea; and/or pain, aching, or
tenderness on the right side of your stomach area.

» You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis
or serious liver problems if you are female, very
overweight, or have been taking DESCOVY for a long
time. In some cases, lactic acidosis and serious liver

problems have led to death. Call your healthcare provider

right away if you have any symptoms of these conditions.

« Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. DESCOVY
is not approved to treat HBV. If you have both HIV-1 and
HBV and stop taking DESCOVY, your HBV may suddenly
get worse. Do not stop taking DESCOVY without first
talking to your healthcare provider, as they will need to
monitor your health.

What are the other possible side effects of DESCOVY?
Serious side effects of DESCOVY may also include:

» Changes in body fat, which can happen in people
taking HIV-1 medicines.

« Changes in your immune system. Your immune system
may get stronger and begin to fight infections. Tell your
healthcare provider if you have any new symptoms after
you start taking DESCOVY.

« Kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your
healthcare provider should do blood and urine tests to
check your kidneys. Your healthcare provider may tell you
to stop taking DESCOVY if you develop new or worse
kidney problems.

» Bone problems, such as bone pain, softening, or
thinning, which may lead to fractures. Your healthcare
provider may do tests to check your bones.

The most common side effect of DESCOVY is nausea.
Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side effects
that bother you or don't go away.

What should | tell my healthcare provider before
taking DESCOVY?

« All your health problems. Be sure to tell your healthcare
provider if you have or have had any kidney, bone, or
liver problems, including hepatitis virus infection.

 All the medicines you take, including prescription
and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, and herbal
supplements. Other medicines may affect how
DESCOVY works. Keep a list of all your medicines and
show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist. Ask
your healthcare provider if it is safe to take DESCOVY
with all of your other medicines.

« If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is
not known if DESCOVY can harm your unborn baby.
Tell your healthcare provider if you become pregnant
while taking DESCOVY.

« If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed.

Do not breastfeed. HIV-1 can be passed to the baby in
breast milk.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects
of prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/
medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see Important Facts about DESCOVY,
including important warnings, on the following page.

Ask your healthcare provider if an HIV-1 treatment
that contains DESCOVY?® is right for you.

DESCOVY.com
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MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT DESCOVY

DESCOVY may cause serious side effects, including:

- Buildup of lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis),
which is a serious medical emergency that can lead to
death. Call your healthcare provider right away if you have
any of these symptoms: feeling very weak or tired, unusual
muscle pain, trouble breathing, stomach pain with nausea
or vomiting, feeling cold (especially in your arms and
legs), feeling dizzy or lightheaded, and/or a fast or
irregular heartbeat.

» Severe liver problems, which in some cases can lead to
death. Call your healthcare provider right away if you have
any of these symptoms: your skin or the white part of your
eyes turns yellow (jaundice); dark “tea-colored” urine;
loss of appetite; light-colored bowel movements (stools);
nausea; and/or pain, aching, or tenderness on the right
side of your stomach area.

Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. DESCOVY

is not approved to treat HBV. If you have both HIV-1 and
HBV, your HBV may suddenly get worse if you stop taking
DESCOVY. Do not stop taking DESCOVY without first
talking to your healthcare provider, as they will need to
check your health regularly for several months.

You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver
problems if you are female, very overweight, or have been
taking DESCOVY or a similar medicine for a long time.

ABOUT DESCOVY

+ DESCOVY is a prescription medicine that is used together
with other HIV-1 medicines to treat HIV-1 in people 12 years
of age and older. DESCOVY is not for use to help reduce
the risk of getting HIV-1 infection.

+ DESCOVY does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. Ask your
healthcare provider about how to prevent passing HIV-1
to others.

HOW TO TAKE DESCOVY

+ DESCOVY is a one pill, once a day HIV-1 medicine that is
taken with other HIV-1 medicines.

» Take DESCOVY with or without food.

IMPORTANT FACTS

This is only a brief summary of important information about
DESCOVY® and does not replace talking to your healthcare
provider about your condition and your treatment.

POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS OF DESCOVY

DESCOVY can cause serious side effects, including:

» Those in the “Most Important Information About
DESCOVY” section.

» Changes in body fat.

» Changes in your immune system.

* New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure.
» Bone problems.

The most common side effect of DESCOVY is nausea.

These are not all the possible side effects of DESCOVY.
Tell your healthcare provider right away if you have any new
symptoms while taking DESCOVY.

Your healthcare provider will need to do tests to monitor
your health before and during treatment with DESCOVY.

BEFORE TAKING DESCOVY

Tell your healthcare provider if you:

» Have or had any kidney, bone, or liver problems,
including hepatitis infection.

» Have any other medical condition.

+ Are pregnant or plan to become pregnant.

+ Are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed.
Do not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the
risk of passing HIV-1 to your baby.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines

you take:

» Keep alist that includes all prescription and over-the-
counter medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements,
and show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist.

» Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist about
medicines that should not be taken with DESCOVY.

GET MORE INFORMATION

 This is only a brief summary of important information about
DESCOVY. Talk to your healthcare provider or pharmacist
to learn more.

» Goto DESCOVY.com or call 1-800-GILEAD-5

« If you need help paying for your medicine, visit
DESCOVY.com for program information.

(¥) GILEAD

DESCOVY, the DESCOVY Logo, GILEAD, the GILEAD Logo, and LOVE WHAT’S INSIDE are trademarks of Gilead Sciences, Inc.,
or its related companies. All other marks referenced herein are the property of their respective owners.
© 2016 Gilead Sciences, Inc. All rights reserved. GILC0265 10/16



m continued from page 11

toroll back the progress we've made,” he said.

The all-Republican Texas Supreme Court,
whose members are elected, is set to hear oral
arguments in Pidgeon v. Parker on March 1.

In addition to Woodfill, Pidgeon and Hicks
are represented by Jonathan Saenz, president
of the statewide anti-LGBT group Texas Values.

“Today’s decision is an important step
in defending our state’s marriage laws and
protecting taxpayers’ right to not be forced by
government to fund illegal same-sex benefits,”
Saenzwrote in an email responding to the deci-
sion. “Justlike with abortion, taxpayers should
not be forced to fund same-sex benefits.”

In their motion for arehearing, Saenz and
Woodfill argued that Obergefell should be

interpreted narrowly because it violates states’
rights under the 10th Amendment, has no basis
in the Constitution, and threatens religious
freedom.

“Itisclear that the current Supreme Court
will continue to use its power to advance the
ideology of the sexual revolution until there is
achange of membership,” Saenz and Woodfill
wrote. “It is well known that the homosexual-
rights movement is not content with the judi-
cial imposition of same-sex marriage in all 50
states; itis also seeking to coerce people of faith
who oppose homosexual behavior into partici-
pating in same-sex marriage ceremonies.”

Attorneys for the City of Houston respond-
ed by noting that state officials agreed to com-
ply with Obergefell when they resolved Texas’
same-sex marriage case, De Leon v. Perry, as

well as another lawsuit brought by Lambda
Legal over benefits for state employees.

“The issue here is not whether employee
benefits are afundamental right. It is simply
whether same-sex spouses must be allowed
the same employee benefits as opposite-sex
spouses,” wrote City attorney Ronald Lewis
and his chief of litigation, Judith Ramsey.

“As discussed, the State of Texas has
already changed its own policies on employee
benefits to comply with Obergefell and De
Leon, and the attorney general has taken legal
positions consistent with those decisions,”
they wrote. “The demand of the state
senators and representatives that this Court
intervene to prevent the state from spending
‘taxpayer money on benefits contrary to state
law’ is empty rhetoric.” M

By Megan Wadding

he National Gay and Lesbian Cham-
Tber of Commerce (NGLCC), the

business voice of the lesbian, gay,
bisexual, and transgender community, has
released its first-ever snapshot demonstrat-
ing the economic and social impact of
America’s LGBT business owners and
entrepreneurs.

Thereport, called “America’s LGBT
Economy,” explores the revenues, types,
sizes, and geography of LGBT-owned busi-
nesses currently certified by NGLCC, as
well as the number of jobs they create. The
report’s section of personal narratives from
successful LGBT business owners reflects
the very best about America’s innovative
entrepreneurial spirit.

The report found that in 2015 alone,
NGLCC-certified LGBT Business
Enterprises (LGBTBES) contributed over
$1.15 billion to the United States economy,
with an average revenue of $2,475,642.

The report also reveals that 900 certified
LGBTBESs have, to date, created over 33,000
jobsinthe U.S., and that the number of non-
white LGBT business owners continues to
increase annually, now at over 17 percent.

Another interesting finding in the report
suggests that LGBT-owned businesses ap-
pear to have more staying power, with fig-
ures showing that the average LGBT-owned
company hasbeen in business for at least 12
years—far above the national average of less
than five years.

Tammi Wallace, co-founder and co-chair
of the Greater Houston LGBT Chamber, be-
lieves that the findings will bring awareness
to LGBT-owned businesses in Houston.

“In terms of our impact as part of the

small-business engine that drives economic
growth nationally and locally, these findings
give us an effective framework to help educate
policymakers, corporate and resource part-
ners, and even the LGBT and allied business
community about our significant economic
contributions,” said Wallace.

New Report Shows Power of LGBT-Owned Businesses

government procurement, or talking to
corporations about engaging LGBTBEs as
part of their supplier-diversity programs,”
said Wallace.
The Greater Houston LGBT Chamber is
celebrating its one-year anniversary in 2017
and, according to Wallace, has

Wallace believesitis evident
that LGBT-owned businesses
are an integral part of both the
local and national economies,
so the report’s findings were not
entirely unexpected.

“[They] are an important
part of the economic landscape
in terms of our contributions,
successes, and diversity that we
bring to the table,” Wallace said.

According to Wallace, the
Houston LGBT Chamber lead-

“hit the ground running” follow-
ing avery successful first year.

“The Chamber has a strong
commitment to educating the
LGBT business community
about the LGBTBE certification,”
Wallace said.

Wallace believes this
report and others like it help to
educate the general public, as
well as policy-makers and even
the LGBT community, about
the impact of LGBT-owned

ership is extremely proud that
the report noted that 68 busi-
nesses in Texas are certified
LGBTBEs—meaning that the
NGLCC has designated them
part ofits LGBT Supplier Di-
versity Initiative, signifying that the business
is majority-owned by LGBT individuals. Of
those 68 businesses in the report, 24 are in the
greater Houston area.

“This stat emphasizes the opportunity the
Houston Chamber has to continue to recruit
more businesses in the region to secure the
LGBTBE certification and build a strong net-
work of LGBT-owned businesses,” said Wallace.

Access to this type of economic analysis will
continue to help the Chamber with legislative
advocacy as well, according to Wallace.

“We [continue to] talk to elected officials
and candidates about policy, such as
inclusion of the LGBTBE certification in

Commerce

Tammi Wallace, co-
founder and co-chair
of the Greater Houston
LGBT Chamber of

businesses, and that its findings
help garner support for the LGBT
community at large.

“LGBT-owned businesses are
animportant part of the local,
state, and national economies—and
our path to economic equality,” said Wallace.
“Numbers can speak volumes, and this study
offers excellent findings to bolster support for
LGBT-owned businesses and the important
work of the Chamber.”

Wallace wants to encourage Houston
businesses to become members of the
Chamber. Since the Houston LGBT Chamber
is an affiliate of the NGLCC, local LGBT
businesses that join the Houston LGBT
Chamber will have their NGLCC Business
Enterprise certification fee waived.

INFO: For more information, please visit
houstonlgbtchamber.com.
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Compiled by Marene Gustin

Calendar of Events

Color My World

The art of Valyntina Grenier.

eeling down, depressed
and despondent about
the current political
climate? Then you need

a little visual—and heart-

warming—pickup, like
a tour through Valyntina
Grenier's latest work at

Gspot Contemporary Art
Space in The Heights this

month.

“You could say that
| want to challenge
perceptions, beginning
with the idea of a fixed
self, gender, body, or
ontology, including the
perception that delight

%) Radio

and tenderness are not part of
a discourse of political protest
and protection,” says Grenier
of the new works of pure pig-
ment, penciled lines, metallic,
neon, and riotous color.
Grenier used the color
of the landscape around her

,  Tuscon, Arizona, home as an

inspiration for her work, which
she hopes is both a form of
protest and an inspiration for
tenderness, compassion, and
empathy for other women and
lesbians.

“I hope that experienc-
ing familiar impulses in new
surroundings will educate
our emotions and influence a
comprehensive reconsideration
of how we treat the world,
each other, and ourselves,” she
adds.

So go see these works and
enjoy a breath of fresh color.

—Marene Gustin

% Performing Arts

Both And, 2016.
Oil on canvas.
Artist Valyntina

Valyntina Grenier

February 4-28

Gspot Contemporary Art Space
310 East 9th Street
ggalleryhouston.com
713.869.4770

¢ Ongoing

+ Other Things

Grenier (r).

E4 Save The Date

1

Bon-Buddhist Meditation 4

A little serenity can go a long way.
rothkochapel.org

Amazing Acro-Cats % thru 4

An all-cat revue. Meow.
freneticore.net

2

Alley All New Festival % thru 12
Theatrical readings and workshop per-
formances. Betow: Bekah Brunstetter,
author of The Cake, about a gay cou-
ple wanting a cake for their wedding.
alleytheatre.org

5

Lunar New Year ¥ The largest Asian
celebration in the state, the Lunar New
Year Festival in Houston is a Texas-
sized Asian New Year extravaganza.
lunarnewyearhouston.com

16 | FEBRUARY 2017 |

5

The Great Oil Scam of Sulphur Flats

Y thru 18 Popcorn-throwing fun from
the Old West Melodrama.
oldwestmelodrama.com

4

SophiaLoren # The grand legend in
person. thegrand.com
MarciaBall % Performs at Dosey
Doe. alligator.com

Yo-YoMa s One night only.
houstonsymphony.org

OutSmartMagazine.com

7

Personal Scapes thru 26 A solo ex-
hibit by Venezuelan artist Luisa Duarte.
galvestonartscenter.org

The Ghost Sonata thru 26
Mumnmies, vampires, and ghosts.
Oh my!
classicaltheatre.org

& For ongoing events, visit outsmartmagazine.com



9

Analia Saban and Blake Rayne:
Cabin of the Accused thru
March 18 blafferartmuseum.org
E.T.the Extra-Terrestrial % See the
film as the Houston Symphony plays the
soundtrack. houstonsymphony.org

10

Spring Awakening Y thru 12
eadoplayhouse.com (See page 78.)
Vivael Amor % A Valentine concert
from Mexico. meca-houston.org
Trevor % thru Mar 4 Directed by Tamarie
Cooper. catastrophictheatre.com

11

Tango Time & Music, song, and
dance by Casa Argentina de Houston.
casaargentina.org

Houston Early Music Festival %

thru 19 The fifth annual festival.
houstonearlymusicfestival.org

12

Pump Boys and Dinettes % It's all
about changing tires, baking pies, and
singing!

thegrand.com

15

Bittersweet Harvest: The Bracero
Program1942-1964 ke thru May 14
The exhibit showcases the Bracero
Program, the largest guest-worker
program in U.S. history.

hmh.org

14

Happy Valentine’s Day!

15

Jesse Lott Exhibit kex thru April 30

New Fifth Ward art space, Mystic Lyon.

fresharts.org

AnEvening with Eva Schloss +

Ann Frank's stepsister recounts her life.
houstonfirsttheaters.com

16

Verdi’s Requiem ¥ thru 18 Houston
Grand Opera's classic. hgo.org
Angel Otero thru March 19 Puerto
Rican artist. camh.org

Christian Tetzlaff Y The violinist with
pianist Lars Vogt. dacamera.com

17

The Best Brothers % thru March 5
Bittersweet comedy from Theater LaB
Houston. thelabhou.org

R&B Hitmakers ¥ thru 19 This
replaces A Salute to Stevie Wonder.
houstonsymphony.org

18

Walking Tour of Montrose ¢
Architecture Center Houston's new
season starts. aiahouston.org
Mardi Gras! Galveston =+ thru 24
106th celebration with Sugar Ray and
Bright Lights (below). galveston.com

21

Pine thru March 3 The ambiguous
and whimsical new works by Jessica
Simorte.

blueorangehouston.com

19

The Radio Dept. ¥ Hear this Swedish
duo at White Oak Music Hall.
whiteoakmusichall.com
ReelAbilities Y ¥ thru 23 Honoring
people with disabilities. reelabilities
houston.org (See page 78.)

20

Glossy and Flat Black Squares
thru June 30 Rice Gallery’s closing
exhibit by Sol LeWitt.
ricegallery.org

25

Let the Right One In % thru March 19
The National Theatre of Scotland
presents this vampire thriller.
alleytheatre.org

Houston Kosher Chili Cook-off +
houstonkosherchilicookoff.com
19th Annual Krewe of Barkus &
Meous Parade ¥ barkus.org

2017 Decadent Desserts & Dining +
montrosecenter.org (See page 18.)

Save the Date

The 28th Annual AIDS Walk Houston
[# March 5 aidswalkhouston.org
(See page 18.)

23

Inspire Film Festival v thru 26
Watch films that celebrate the human
spirit. Each screening will be followed
by a panel discussion with the
filmmaker and/or subject of the film.
inspirefilmfest.com

The Grammy Award-winning rock
band hits Houston for one night only.
houstontoyotacenter.com

24

Mahalia Y thru 26 A musical
celebrating gospel icon Mahalia
Jackson.
ensemblehouston.com

28

The Boniuk Library Book Club
Discussion of ‘Lilac Girls’ by Martha
Kelly 2 A novel inspired by a real
WWII heroine. hmh.org

OutSmartMagazine.com

Save the Date

Chicano Batman [ March 19

Their music blends Brazilian Tropicalia
with early '70s psychedelic soul and
romantic pop bands.
dacamera.com

More CALENDAR —*
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DECADENT
DESSERTS

&DANCING

www.montrosecenter.org/ddd

$25 ADVANCE TICKET | $30 AT THE DOOR
$100 VIP TICKET | INCLUDES VIP RECEPTION
$500 INDIVIDUAL SPONSORSHIP
INCLUDES 2 VIP TICKETS + RESERVED TABLE

L7

&%
<

NEON BOOTS DANCEHALL & SALOON
11410 HEMPSTEAD ROAD

tmcee NINA LOMBARDO
Tntertainer ROXANNA WARD

assisthers

A&  Montrose
#® Center

18 | FEBRUARY 2017 | OutSmartMagazine.com

Calendar of Events

continued from previous page

\

Spring Awakening
Now thru February 12

Thru 12

Kids, sex, and rock ‘n" roll. All based on an 1891 play.
If you haven't seen this award-winning Broadway
musical, now’s your chance. This is an innovative new
production—although still using the incredible rock
score by Duncan Sheik and the thought-provoking book
and lyrics by Steven Sater. It also boasts an all-Houston
cast and is premiering at EaDo Playhouse, one of the
city’s newest theaters.

eadoplayhouse.com

ReelAbilities Film Festival
February 19-23

19-23

A unique free film-and-
events fest honoring peo-
ple with disabilities, this
year's speakers lineup
includes Elise Roy, a deaf
lawyer and artist. Roy
became actively involved
with gay and lesbian
rights in law school

and went on to several
prestigious honors for her
humanitarian work. One
of the films on the festival
this year is Enter the Faun (February 19), about an
amazing partnership between a choreographer and a
young man with cerebral palsy. This beautiful movie will
astound you with humanity’s possibilities.
reelabilitieshouston.org

Elise Roy

2017 Decadent Desserts & Dining
February 26 26
Come for the boot-scooting and great barbeque to
benefit AssistHers at Neon Boots Dancehall & Saloon.
Tickets are $25 ($30 at the door) or $100 for VIP
tickets that will get you in early for a special reception.
Comedian Roxanna Ward entertains, and there’s a chef
competition as well as a raffle. Good fun for a great
cause.

montrosecenter.org

Comine Up

AIDS Walk Houston \/ I arCh 5
March 5

Funds raised at this annual walk help local HIV/AIDS
service organizations provide programs and services

to thousands of Houstonians impacted by this disease.
This year's goal is $500,000, so sign up now! And don't
forget your umbrella.

aidswalkhouston.org B

N\



SPONSORSHIPS
BIALUMNI  [E{LEGACY  (utvSmart AVAILABLE

COMMUNITY HEALTH

ASSOCIATION
RUBY SPONSOR MEDIA SPONSOR -
corporate and in-kind

LGBTQ ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

THE HONORABLE .




Join the Award Winning Largest &
Best LGBT Private Group Event!

anil

MC,
Miss Conception

Oct 21 - 28,2017 from S749

Norwegian Cruise Line - Norwegian Pearl

16th Annual - 7 Nights HALLOWEEN CRUISE

Roundtrip from NEW ORLEANS sailing to Cozumel, Roatan, Harvest Caye, Costa Maya
Private Group Event Includes:

-§1,000in Costume Prizes
-Top LGBT Entertainment

- Group Dining
- Optional Beach Party

- Private Gay Disco with
DJ Michael Kessler

- Nightly Shows & Gatherings |
& much, much more..

Aquafest
Rate Lo Peryg

Stateroom Type

2-Bedroom Family Suite with Balcony (SC)
Mini-Suite with Balcony (MB)

Mid-Ship Balcony Stateroom (BA)

Balcony Stateroom (BB)

Balcony Stateroom (BC) $1,099.00
Forward Oceanview Porthole Stateroom (OG) j§z
Mid - Ship Oceanview Stateroom (OF)

Mid-Ship Inside Stateroom (IC)
FREE Beverage Package for 2 & FREE Prepaid Gratuities for 2

SOLD OUT

Deposit: $500 per cabin due at the time of booking.
Final Payment: Due on July 10, 2017

Join our post cruise New Orleans Hotel Stay for the official Halloween
Parade& Parties Held on October 28th in New Orleans! Ask For details!!!

Port charges, taxes and fees are $343.14 per person additional based on double occupancy and Single taxes are higher. Pricing
is subject to change without notice. All Fees, taxes, and any surcharges imposed by the cruise line are subject to change
without notice. Charges vary for single, triples, and quads. Ask for details. ** Rates not held in allotment and pricing subject
to change. Complete cancellation policies and optional travel insurance will be offered at time of booking.

(800) 592-9058 - AquafestCruises.com




Now, in
Other News

... the other shoe.

have decided that our new president is like a
bass drum—he makes lots of noise, but there

ain't much inside. We're just gonna have to hold
on for dear life for the next four years and sleep
with one eye open and the other on alert. (By the
way, quit reading his tweets—those suckers can
take on a life of their own and put your eye out.)

While all you guys are watching Donald
Trump set up a GoFundMe campaign to pay
for his damn border wall, replace Obamacare
with Trumpdoesn’t, and watch Alec Baldwin
get arrested on the set of Saturday Night Live
and taken to Guantanamo, let me remind you
about some real problems we have right here in
Texas. The problem is that even though we have
a mess of problems, Republicans in Austin only
have one solution: Bathroom Police. They want
enforced potty-training.

| know it's been hard to take your cute, flirty
eyes off Washington DeeCee. (Sweetie, on
Inauguration Day, | sat there just waiting for
Donald Trump to replace the oath of office with
“Hey Bubba, hold my beer and watch this!”)
But now it's time to focus on the circus going
on up in Austin: we are last in education, our
bridges and roadways are falling apart, a quar-
ter of our children live in poverty, 9,000 Texans
die every year because they can't get health-
care, we have a $5 billion budget shortfall this
year because tax breaks for the rich didn't work
and we're fixing that by cutting off therapy for
disabled children, and there are still people in
America who put beans in their chili, dammit.

And Lt. Governor Dan Patrick’s response
to this mess is to take a sudden interest in our
private parts. He doesn’t think they should be
so private. With a sudden burst of “damned if |
know,” Patrick introduced Senate Bill 6, which
would prevent or repeal local laws and poli-
cies requiring bathroom accommodations for
transgender Texans, and require public schools,
universities, and government buildings to force
people to use bathrooms that match their bio-
logical sex.

Holy damn frisky milking cow. How in
the fool tarnation do you enforce something
like that?

If this passes, | have worn my last damn
dress. If Dan Patrick wants people to look at
my hoochy every time | enter the ladies’ room,

By Susan Bankston §

| ain't gonna make it easy for them. Either that
or I’'m gonna go bottomless and make some
government official in the capitol sign a state-
ment that verifies which bathroom | should use.
Heaven forbid | should carry my woo-woo into
a waa-waa zone.

| don't mean to be indelicate here, but you
know how it is when you arrive home needing
to pee and the urge keeps getting worse as you
get out of your car and through the back door,
leaving you tight-kneed and duck-promenading
for the last 25 feet to the bathroom? Honey, |
have seen people enter a restaurant and walk
over tables looking like an ambulatory center-
piece trying to get to the bathroom. When you
goftago...

So when | gotta pee, do not stop me at
the bathroom door asking to see what I'm
gonna pee with. First off, it ain’t any of your
business. Second off, IT AIN'T ANY OF YOUR
BUSINESS.

One of the most despicable things that they
want to put into this bill is that local govern-
ments won't be allowed to make their own rules.
That means you're not safe in liberal Houston,
because Dan Patrick wants all of Texas to live
under Lufkin's rules. (For the two people read-
ing this who don't know Texas very well, Lufkin
is in east Texas and you can't live there unless
(1) you're a holy-roller Baptist preacher, or (2)
you're willing to sleep with one.)

Dan Patrick thinks we big-city folks are in-
capable of deciding our gender. | guess that's
okay, because most big-city folks think Dan Pat-
rick is incapable of deciding which finger to use
when he picks his nose.

North Carolina lost $395 million in com-
merce when they passed their bathroom bill. If
you figure that six North Carolinas would fit into
Texas, we could be toying with over $2 billion
down the sewer. But Dan Patrick sees it as his
duty to keep the Belles of Heaven Republican
Women'’s Club so outraged that you'd think the
cutest stripper in Dallas is dancing on their front
porch and preventing them from attending a
six-buggy prayer meeting.

This bathroom stuff ain't the only really bad
idea folded up in hundred-dollar bills and hid-
den in a Bible before being touted to the Texas
legislature. But this is the one | am pissed off
with right now.

| hope your Valentine’s Day is filled with
love, teddy bears, glitter, and Godiva choco-
late. You can take that one day off this month,
before you get back to fighting for your right to
pee with what you got.

Susan Bankston lives in Richmond, Texas,
where she writes about her hairdresser at The
World’s Most Dangerous Beauty Salon, Inc.,
at juanitajean.com.
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What is TRUVADA for PrEP (Pre-exposure Prophylaxis)?

TRUVADA is a prescription medicine that can be used for PrEP to help
reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 infection when used together with safer sex
practices. This use is only for adults who are at high risk of getting HIV-1
through sex. This includes HIV-negative men who have sex with men and
who are at high risk of getting infected with HIV-1 through sex, and male-
female sex partners when one partner has HIV-1 infection and the other
does not.

Ask your healthcare provider if you have questions about how to prevent
getting HIV-1. Always practice safer sex and use condoms to lower the
chance of sexual contact with body fluids. Never reuse or share needles or
other items that have body fluids on them.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION

I What is the most important information | should know
about TRUVADA for PrEP?

Before taking TRUVADA for PrEP to reduce your risk of getting HIV-1

infection:
You must be HIV-negative. You must get tested to make sure that you do
not already have HIV-T infection. Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP to reduce
the risk of getting HIV-1 unless you are confirmed to be HIV-negative.
Many HIV-1 tests can miss HIV-1 infection in a person who has recently
become infected. If you have flu-like symptoms, you could have recently
become infected with HIV-1. Tell your healthcare provider if you had a
flu-like illness within the last month before starting TRUVADA for PrEP or at
any time while taking TRUVADA for PrEP. Symptoms of new HIV-T infection
include tiredness, fever, joint or muscle aches, headache, sore throat,
vomiting, diarrhea, rash, night sweats, and/or enlarged lymph nodes in the
neck or groin.

While taking TRUVADA for PrEP to reduce your risk of getting HIV-1

infection:

You must continue using safer sex practices. Just taking TRUVADA for
PrEP may not keep you from getting HIV-1.

You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP.

To further help reduce your risk of getting HIV-1:

« Know your HIV-1 status and the HIV-1 status of your partners.

+ Get tested for HIV-1 at least every 3 months or when your healthcare
provider tells you.

« Get tested for other sexually transmitted infections. Other infections
make it easier for HIV-1 to infect you.

+ Get information and support to help reduce risky sexual behavior.

* Have fewer sex partners.

+ Do not miss any doses of TRUVADA. Missing doses may increase your
risk of getting HIV-1 infection.

« If you think you were exposed to HIV-1, tell your healthcare provider
right away.

If you do become HIV-1 positive, you need more medicine than

TRUVADA alone to treat HIV-1. TRUVADA by itself is not a complete

treatment for HIV-1. If you have HIV-1 and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1

may become harder to treat over time.

TRUVADA can cause serious side effects:

Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious
medical emergency. Symptoms of lactic acidosis include weakness or
being more tired than usual, unusual muscle pain, being short of breath or
fast breathing, nausea, vomiting, stomach-area pain, cold or blue hands
and feet, feeling dizzy or lightheaded, and/or fast or abnormal heartbeats.
Serious liver problems. Your liver may become large and tender, and you
may develop fatin Tyour liver. Symptoms of liver problems include your skin
or the white part of your eyes turns yellow, dark “tea-colored” urine, light-
colored stools, loss of appetite for several days or longer, nausea, and/or
stomach-area pain.

You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or serious liver problems

if you are female, very overweight (obese), or have been taking TRUVADA
foralong time. In some cases, these serious conditions have led to death.
Call g_o.ur healthcare provider right away if you have any symptoms of these
conditions.

Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. If you also have HBV and take
TRUVADA, your hepatitis may become worse if you stop taking TRUVADA.
Do not stop taking TRUVADA without first talking to your healthcare
provider. If your healthcare provider tells you to stop taking TRUVADA, they

will need to watch you closely for several months to monitor your health.

TRUVADA is not approved for the treatment of HBV.

| Who should not take TRUVADA for PrEP?

Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP if you already have
HIV-1 infection or if you do not know your

HIV-1 status. If you are HIV-1 positive, you

need to take other medicines with TRUVADA
totreat HIV-1. TRUVADA by itself is not a

complete treatment for HIV-1. If you have

HIV-T and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1

may become harder to treat over time.

Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP if you also take
lamivudine (Epivir-HBV) or adefovir (HEPSERA).

| What are the other possible side effects of TRUVADA for PrEP?

Serious side effects of TRUVADA may also include:

Kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your healthcare provider
may do blood tests to check your kidneys before and during treatment
with TRUVADA for PrEP If you develop kidney problems, your healthcare
provider may tell you to stop taking TRUVADA for PrEP.
Bone problems, including bone pain or bones getting soft or thin, may lead
to fractures. Your healthcare provider may do tests to check your bones.
Changes in body fat, which can happen in people taking TRUVADA or
medicines like TRUVADA.
Common side effects in people taking TRUVADA for PrEP are stomach-
area (abdomen) pain, headache, and decreased weight. Tell your healthcare
provider if you have any side effects that bother you or do not go away.

| What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking

TRUVADA for PrEP?

All your health problems. Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you
have or have had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including hepatitis
virus infection.

If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if
TRUVADA can harm your unborn baby. If you become pregnant while
taking TRUVADA for PrEP talk to your healthcare provider to decide if you
should keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP.

Pregnancy Registry: A pregnancy registry collects information about
your health and the health of your baby. There is a pregnancy registry for
women who take medicines to prevent HIV-1 during pregnancy. For more
inforygation about the registry and how it works, talk to your healthcare
provider.

If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed.
The medicines in TRUVADA can pass to your baby in breast milk. If you
become HIV-1 positive, HIV-1 can be passed to the baby in breast milk.

All the medicines you take, including prescription and over-the-counter
medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. TRUVADA may interact
with other medicines. Keep a list of all ﬁour medicines and show it to your
healthcare provider and pharmacist when you get a new medicine.

If you take certain other medicines with TRUVADA for PrEP your
healthcare provider may need to check you more often or change your
dose. These medicines include ledipasvir with sofosbuvir (HARVONI).

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs
to the FDA. Visit www.FDA.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see Important Facts about TRUVADA for PrEP including important warnings on the following page.



Have you heard about

TRUVADA for PrEP"?

The once-daily prescription medicine that can help reduce the risk
of getting HIV-1T when used with safer sex practices.

« TRUVADA for PrEP is only for adults who are at high risk of getting
HIV through sex.

* You must be HIV-negative before you start taking TRUVADA.

Ask your doctor about your risk of getting HIV-1 infection and if TRUVADA
for PrEP may be right for you.

& Truvada

visit start.truvada.com emtrcaoie-tenofovi cisoprod umarae &
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IMPORTANT FACTS

This is only a brief summary of important information about taking TRUVADA for PrEP
(pre-exposure prophylaxis) to help reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 infection. This does
not replace talking to your healthcare provider about your medicine.

MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT TRUVADA FOR PrEP

Before starting TRUVADA for PrEP to help reduce your risk of getting
HIV-1 infection:

* You must be HIV-1 negative. You must get tested to make sure that
you do not already have HIV-1 infection. Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP
toreduce the risk of getting HIV-1 unless you are confirmed to be
HIV-1 negative.

+ Many HIV-1 tests can miss HIV-1 infection in a person who has
recently become infected. Symptoms of new HIV-1 infection
include flu-like symptoms, tiredness, fever, joint or muscle aches,
headache, sore throat, vomiting, diarrhea, rash, night sweats,
and/or enlarged lymph nodes in the neck or groin. Tell your healthcare
provider if you have had a flu-like illness within the last month before
starting TRUVADA for PrEP.

While taking TRUVADA for PrEP to help reduce your risk of getting

HIV-1 infection:

+ You must continue using safer sex practices. Just taking TRUVADA
for PrEP may not keep you from getting HIV-1.

* You must stay HIV-1 negative to keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP.

+ Tell your healthcare provider if you have a flu-like illness while taking
TRUVADA for PrEP.

+ If you think you were exposed to HIV-1, tell your healthcare provider
right away.

+ If you do become HIV-1 positive, you need more medicine than
TRUVADA alone to treat HIV-1. If you have HIV-1 and take only
TRUVADA, your HIV-T may become harder to treat over time.

+ See the “How to Further Reduce Your Risk” section for more information.

TRUVADA may cause serious side effects, including:

+ Buildup of lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), whichis a
serious medical emergency that can lead to death. Call your healthcare
provider right away if you have any of these symptoms: weakness
or being more tired than usual, unusual muscle pain, being short of
breath or fast breathing, nausea, vomiting, stomach-area pain, cold
or blue hands and feet, feeling dizzy or lightheaded, and/or fast or
abnormal heartbeats.

+ Severe liver problems, which in some cases can lead to death.
Call your healthcare provider right away if you have any of these
symptoms: your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow, dark
“tea-colored” urine, light-colored stools, loss of appetite for several
days or longer, nausea, and/or stomach-area pain.

+ Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. If you have HBV and
take TRUVADA, your hepatitis may become worse if you stop taking
TRUVADA. Do not stop taking TRUVADA without first talking to your
healthcare provider, as they will need to check your health regularly for
several months.

You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver problems
if you are female, very overweight, or have been taking TRUVADA for a
long time.

POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS OF TRUVADA FOR PrEP

TRUVADA can cause serious side effects, including:

+ Those inthe "Most Important Information About TRUVADA for
PreP" section.

New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure.
+ Bone problems.
+ Changesin body fat.
Common side effects in people taking TRUVADA for PrEP include
stomach-area (abdomen) pain, headache, and decreased weight.

These are not all the possible side effects of TRUVADA. Tell your
healthcare provider right away if you have any new symptoms while taking
TRUVADA for PrEP.

Your healthcare provider will need to do tests to monitor your health
before and during treatment with TRUVADA for PrEP.

BEFORE TAKING TRUVADA FOR PrEP

Tell your healthcare provider if you:

Have or have had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including
hepatitis infection.

Have any other medical conditions.
+ Are pregnant or plan to become pregnant.

+ Are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed
if you become HIV-1 positive because of the risk of passing HIV-1 to
your baby.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take:

Keep a list that includes all prescription and over-the-counter
medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements, and show it to your
healthcare provider and pharmacist.

+ Askyour healthcare provider or pharmacist about medicines that
should not be taken with TRUVADA for PreP.

HOW TO TAKE TRUVADA FOR PrEP

- Take 1 tablet once a day, every day, not just when you think you have
been exposed to HIV-1.
Do not miss any doses. Missing doses may increase your risk of
getting HIV-T infection.

+ You must practice safer sex by using condoms and you must stay
HIV-1 negative.

ABOUT TRUVADA FOR PrEP (PRE-EXPOSURE PROPHYLAXIS)

TRUVADA is a prescription medicine used with safer sex practices for PrEP
to help reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 infection in adults at high risk:

+ HIV-1 negative men who have sex with men and who are at high risk of
getting infected with HIV-1 through sex.

+ Male-female sex partners when one partner has HIV-1 infection and
the other does not.

To help determine your risk, talk openly with your doctor about your
sexual health.

Do NOT take TRUVADA for PrEP if you:

+ Already have HIV-1 infection or if you do not know your HIV-1 status.
+ Take lamivudine (Epivir-HBV) or adefovir (HEPSERA).

HOW TO FURTHER REDUCE YOUR RISK

+ Know your HIV-1 status and the HIV-1 status of your partners.

+ Gettested for HIV-1 at least every 3 months or when your healthcare
provider tells you.

+ Get tested for other sexually transmitted infections. Other infections
make it easier for HIV-1 to infect you.

+ Getinformation and support to help reduce risky sexual behavior.
+ Have fewer sex partners.

Do not share needles or personal items that can have blood or body
fluids on them.

TRUVADA, the TRUVADA Logo, TRUVADA FOR PREP, GILEAD, the GILEAD Logo,

and HEPSERA are trademarks of Gilead Sciences, Inc., or its related companies.
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prevent HIV-1 infection.

+ Goto start.truvada.com or call 1-800-GILEAD-5

+ If you need help paying for your medicine, visit start.truvada.com for
program information.
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Retiring Abroad?

Here's what you
need to know
before you say
'bon voyage.

Retiring abroad has become a popular op-
tion for those who are seeking the unique
experiences that other areas of the world can
offer. Doing so can also be a way to potentially
lower your living expenses, especially if can
gain access to more affordable healthcare.

If you plan to move to another country,
though, it is important to have a good under-
standing of the various issues you may face,
such as the country’s regulations for non-citi-
zens, as well as U.S. tax and financial regula-
tions. And if you are in a same-sex marriage, it
is also imperative that you know whether your
union will be recognized in your new home.

Ensuring that Your Income

Remains Steady

In retirement, one of the key issues is ensuring
that you'll have enough income to live on, as
well as having funds available for emergencies
and for fun. So if you're heading out of

the United States, be sure that you will have
access to the money that you'll need, when
you need it.

This can include making sure that any inter-
est or dividend income you have from accounts
in the United States can be obtained on a
regular basis without having to pay exorbitant
foreign transaction fees. Depending on how
long you plan to remain abroad, it could make
sense to set up investment accounts in your new
country of residence.

Social Security

While it may not be the source of all of your
retirement income, Social Security is a major
component of incoming cash flow for U.S.
retirees. The good news is that this retirement
income can follow you even if you leave the
United States. But getting your payments isn't
automatic—and there are certain countries
where Social Security payments cannot be sent,
due to U.S. Treasury regulations.

In general, though, provided that you don't
move to a country where banking is restricted,
you will be able to continue receiving your
benefits for as long as you are eligible for pay-
ments. This includes continued payments even if
you become a citizen of certain countries such
as Germany, Ireland, Japan, Austria, Canada,
France, and the United Kingdom.

If, however, you do not plan on remaining
a U.S. citizen—and you don't qualify for an
exception for continued Social Security income
receipt—then your Social Security income will
stop after you have been outside of the United
States for six full calendar months. If this occurs,
your Social Security income cannot be started
back up again until you come back and stay in
the U.S. for a full calendar month. According to
the Social Security Administration, this means
that you must be in the U.S. on the first minute of
the first day of the month, and remain through
the last minute of the last day of that month. You
may also be required to provide proof that you
were present in the U.S. during that entire
time frame.

OutSmartMagazine.com

By Grace S. Yung, CFP

Organizing Your Banking and
Investing Matters

Since having money available to you will be key
(both for your day-to-day living expenses and
the occasional emergencies), it can be helpful
to open a bank account in your new location.
When you find a bank, make sure that your new
account will be able to accept transfers from
your current bank account in the States.

Today, with most banks and financial institu-
tions offering online access, it can be fairly easy
to check your account balances, pay your bills,
and manage your money while you're abroad.
However, there may be restrictions and fees
involved when transferring money to and from
certain countries.

Also, having a major credit card like a
VISA or MasterCard can be helpful for making
purchases just about anywhere, as they are
accepted in numerous locations around the
globe. Before using your card in another country,
though, be sure that you contact your credit-card
company and make any adjustments that may
be needed. Some credit card companies —
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o . ¢¢ Houston Fertility Specialists
will block foreign transactions in order to deter
identity theft, sg letting the issuer know that you helped create OUR MIRACLE and

are moving abroad can be crucial in avoiding .
surprises down the road. {In addifion, some we will forever be grateful and thankful.? 9
credit cards charge a foreign transaction fee.) - Marissa and Meagan Davis*
If you opt to move your investments and/or
other assets to your new country of choice, be
sure to work with an attorney and/or tax advi-
sor in determining if and how these financial
vehicles may be taxed.

Health and Long-Term Care Issues
Healthcare is another key component of any
overall financial plan—and having access to
the care you need is essential. Be aware that
there are many U.S. insurance companies that
will not provide you with coverage while you're
living abroad—and this includes Medicare.

Depending on where you plan to reside,
the healthcare may be so affordable that you
won't need health insurance. However, some
foreign healthcare may not be up to the same
standards that you are accustomed to the in the
U.S. In any case, it is important to make sure
that you, as a foreign resident, will have access
to the same care—for the same fees—as the
residents of that country have. You may find that
it is to your benefit to return to the United States
if you require certain surgeries or major medical
procedures.

Also, as we age, we come to rely more on
long-term care services—even if you just need
assistance with basic living activities like bathing
and getting dressed. Because Medicare and
regular health insurance pay little to no long-
term care expenses, long-term care insurance

could be one way to help cover these costs. WOW, Wh at a bea utifu l fa mily!

However, if you have this type of coverage, you
mlglht not be able to access ’rhe benefits when We' re here to help you Start yourS.
you're abroad—or the benefits you can access
will be limited. (Look for details in the Exclusions
and Limitations section of your policy. You might
find that you can use your coverage only in Ca “ tOd ay. 713_5 12'7900.
certain countries, such as Canada and the U.K.
If you already have long-term care insurance,
you should inquire with your insurance carrier
about what, if any, coverage can be used in
specific countries.
In many areas of the world, long-term care
costs are folded into their government-provided
universal healthcare coverage, so the need for
long-term care insurance will be nonexistent.
If you are considering the purchase of a
long-term care insurance policy, be sure that
you go with an insurer that provides benefits in

the country you intend to reside in. Other con- Texas Medical Center | Kth | Sugar Land

siderations here include whether to purchase

*ACTUAL PATIENTS

a policy offering reimbursement of your actual Clear Lake | Kingwood | CYFGII'
expenses—up to a certain daily or monthly lim-

it—or a policy with an “indemnity” benefit that ol . .

pays you a set dollar amount per day or month, WWW.fe rti | | fys p ecid | Ists.net
regardless of how much your care actually

costs. In many cases, getting a policy that —
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pays based on indemnity can be the better way
to go, especially from a money-management
standpoint.

What About Taxes?
Throughout our lives, the United States tax
system plays a major role—and, unless you
renounce your U.S. citizenship, it will continue
to do so even if you move to a foreign country.
Anyone who remains a U.S. citizen will still
be required to file an annual income tax return
with the IRS—which includes declaring funds
that you withdraw from your retirement ac-
counts. The rules for filing income, estate, and
gift-tax returns, as well as for paying estimated
taxes, are generally the same regardless of
whether you are living in the U.S. or abroad.
Because you are still subject to taxation, it
would be wise to stay in contact with your U.S.
advisors, especially since tax rules can change
over fime.

Ensuring Recognition of Same-Sex
Marriage Abroad

If you are in a same-sex marriage, it is also
important to know whether or not the country
where you plan to reside will recognize your
union. Both tolerance and legal protections

for same-sex marriages can vary substantially
from one country to another. In fact, there

are currently more than 75 countries that con-
sider consensual same-sex relations to be a
crime that may involve steep penalties. So prior
to moving ahead, be sure that you get as much
information as possible—directly from the for-
eign country’s LGBT community, if possible—as
this could have a major impact on your lifestyle
and safety.

The Bottom Line

Regardless of where you plan to retire, ensur-
ing that you are set financially is crucial to your
wealth, your health, and your overall happiness.
So prior to making a big move abroad, it is es-
sential to do your homework so you are well
prepared for the hurdles you will face.

For those in the LGBT community, it can be
beneficial to work with an advisor who is ex-
perienced in financial and retirement planning
issues that are specific to both single individuals
and same-sex couples, and who can keep you
informed of any tax, legal, and/or financial-
related changes as they come up.

Personal finance-related questions may be
emailed to grace.yung@Ipl.com.

Grace S. Yung, CFP, is a certified financial
planner practitioner with experience in help-
ing domestic partners plan their finances since
1994. She is a principal at Midtown Financial
LLC in Houston and was recognized as a “Five-
Star Wealth Manager” in the 2014 September
issue of Texas Monthly.
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O TimeOut in Florida
George Renfro and Chris Kisbert celebrated their 12-year
anniversary on May 8, 2016 by having a beach wedding
in Sunset Key, Florida.

GOING OUT OF TOWN?

Take OutSmaART along. Snap a high-res pic of yourself with the
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February 18-20: Bayou City Concert
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There To Remind Me:...The Songs of Burt oUSroN,s LGBT ,\M,‘c;kﬂ-“A
Bacharach benefitting Bayou City Musicals.

INFO: bayoucityconcertmusicals.org

March 17: Avenida Houston
presents The Rink: Rolling
at Discovery Green. INFO:
discoverygreen.com/rainbow

February 23: Out@TUTS Night
presents An American in Paris, The
Broadway Musical. Join us the first Thursday
performance of each show. After the
performance, mingle with the cast and listen
to fabulous cabaret music with your LGBT
friends at Artista. INFO: TUTS.com/Qut

March 17: Bringin’ in the
Green presented by The Montrose
Center, benefitting the Center.
INFO: montrosecenter.org
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March 18: The Diana Foundation

presents the 64th Annual Diana

Awards, benefitting local charities.
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houstonprideband.org
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The Diana Foundation
Finds Unique Guest
Performer in

The star graces Houston for

the é64th Annual Diana Awards.

efore he won our hearts in Glee, Alex
BNewell was performing at his home-

town musical theater in Beverly, Mas-
sachusetts, the gifted teenage son of a strong,
single mother.

On March 18, he will perform at down-
town’s House of Blues Houston for the glamor-
ous 64th Annual Diana Awards.

With no formal vocal training prior to
Glee, Newell amazed viewers and producers
alike during his run on the reality-TV series
The Glee Project, which led to his role in Fox’s
prime-time musical series. “In fact, it was
while working at [my hometown] theater that I
found out I was cast in Glee, so it’s always nice
to see something like that come full circle,”
Newell muses.

Reflecting on his upbringing, Newell
thanks his high school choir teacher, among
others, and recalls his musical pedigree that
includes his musically gifted uncle and aunts,
and his father who played the piano and saxo-
phone.

After high school, Newell found himself
in Los Angeles and hit the ground running.
Since Glee, he’s been touring on the concert
beat with fellow Glee alum Adam Lambert. He
also appeared last month in New York City as
Mary Magdalene (alongside Broadway roy-
alty Shoshana Bean and Morgan James) ina
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By Barrett White
Photo by Brian Ziff

gender-flipped concert performance of Jesus
Christ Superstar.

As Newell continues to perfect his craft, he
continues to churn out hits such as the single
“Need Somebody,” a danceable power thrill
that’s available on Spotify (along with the rest
ofhis growing discography).

After the Diana Awards, Newell plans to
settle into his new home in New York before
getting back to doing what he started off do-
ing—thrilling audiences in the realm of musi-
cal theater.

Tanner Williams, president of The Diana
Foundation (the oldest continuously active gay
organization in the United States), recalls the
extravagant Diana Awards shows from previ-
ous decades that took place at venues such as
the former Tower Theatre on Westheimer and
downtown’s Wortham Theater Center. “They
would film dress rehearsals and watch the play-
back to make tweaks,” he says about the campy,
sold-out award ceremonies that began in the
’50s as a humorous spoof of the Oscars telecasts.

Asthe shows grew throughout the 1980s,
The Diana Foundation became a nonprofit
charity to raise money for AIDS Foundation
Houston and Pet Patrol, among other local
organizationsthat began in a time when the
national government was turning ablind eye to
the AIDS crisis.

OutSmartMagazine.com

“I'mjust honored and proud to have been
asked to perform [at the Diana Awards],” New-
ell says, thanking Williams and The Diana
Foundation for the work they continue to do for
the community.

“The Dianas are special. It’s a special
group of friends. It’s part of Houston’s gay iden-
tity. I think about the founding members, and
why it was special to them. Keeping that alive
is an honor,” says Williams.

You can find more Alex Newell on the major
music streaming platforms. For bookings and o
inquiries, contact Linda Lewis at linda@leftof '

centerproductions.com <

What: The 64th Annual Diana Awards

When: March 18, 6:30-11:30 p.m
(show at 9 p.m.).

Where: House of Blues Houston,
1204 Caroline Street

Details: A VIP ticket includes dinner and
access to the black-tie pre-reception meet-
and-greet before the show. A balcony-level
ticket gives you access to the cashbarand /'
show. No dress code. For full event informa-
tion, see thedianafoundation.org.

Barrett White is a frequent contributor to
OuTSMART magazine.






Honoring the outstanding contributions of these community activists.

By Megan Smith

s Janet Mock, transwoman of color and powerful advocate,

stood in front of the hundreds of thousands of women who

gathered for the Women’s March on Washington in late Jan-
uary, she proclaimed the following words: “Our movements require us
to do more than just show up and say the right words. [They] require
us to break out of our comfort zones and be confrontational. [They]
require us to defend one another when it is difficult and dangerous.

[They] require us to truly see ourselves and one another.” « Houston’s
black LGBTQ leaders are doing more than saying the right words.
Every day, these inspirational individuals are out in the community
fighting for better visibility, access to healthcare, against homeless-
ness, and declaring that Black Lives Matter. As a way of honoring
these champions, we reached out to the community for nominations of
those making an exceptional impact in 2017. Below is just a sampling.

Malachi “Ki” Lee

Malachi “Ki”
Lee knows heis
justasmall part
of the greater
universe that
surrounds him.
That’s why his
idea of a perfect
Valentine’s Day
date is a hot-air
balloonride

to see the vast
Earth below,
followed by
walking bare-
foot onland

“to feel what
we are apart
of.” Although he’s a self-identified “newbie” to
civil-rights activism, Lee is already a big part
of his community here in Houston. He has al-
ready volunteered with the ACLU, participated
in the Equality Matters Marriage Rally and
Day of Love Marriage Protest, was featured in
Equality Texas’ Transvisible Project, and was
recently castin a documentary entitledcrea
tingspacebythelocal queer people of color
art collective htxpplproject (see p. 43 for more
info on the project). When asked what inspires
him to do this work, Lee responds with “free-
dom.” “Freedom connects and revives every
living being, removing blockages, repression,
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and most of all, fear,” he says. “People of color
have been suffering and have been treated as
‘lesser than’in this country. Things are revert-
ing back to physical violence to instill fear in
our community and prevent a unified coun-
try. I know people are tired of hearing about
this topic—just as much as we are tired of the
deaths of our transwomen of color, brutality
toward African-American men and women,
and injustice toward women in general. If you
want to help and get involved, educate yourself
on the current topics, participate in communi-
ty rallies and nonprofit events to find out what
is going on in the community, and volunteer. I
believe ignorance is housed in a closed mouth,
so speak up and ask!”

Joy Hawkins and Kendra Walker

Tired of seeing the lesbian-women-of-color
community underrepresented and ignored,
Joy Hawkins and Kendra Walker decided to
take action. Four years ago, the two women
founded Lesbians of Color, Inc., with the mis-
sion of creating a positive, safe place to bring
diverse, progressive queer minority women
together to have fun, inspire each other, and
improve the community. Since then, the group
hasraised funds for numerous charities such
as Be a Resource for CPS Kids (BEAR), The
T.R.U.T.H. Project, Big-Up Youth Houston,
Toiletries for Families, Epsilon Xi Gamma’s
LYFE Project serving homeless LGBT youth,
and the Ronald McDonald House. “We strive to

OutSmartMagazine.com

give avoice and visibility to our community,”
they say. “In order to breed success among the
younger queer generation, it is imperative that
positive images and activities are curated.”
The duo also advocates for the issue they feel is
presently most pertinent to their community—
mental health. “Our community has ahigher
prevalence of depression, anxiety, suicidal
thoughts and behaviors, drug and alcohol de-
pendence, as well as self-injury,” they explain.

Walker

“We also experience higher rates of discrimi-
nation, violence, hate crimes, and domestic
abuse, leading to higher stress levels. Simply
discussing these issues among friends and
within support groups gives people confidence
to address these subjects. Always remember
to take care of yourself and have fun.” As for
their idea of Valentine’s Day fun, Hawkins
loves the idea of awhimsical trip out of town.
“You can never go wrong with alittle funin
the sun with the person you adore!” she —
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exclaims. Walker agrees: “If Thad to plan my
dream date, it would be a gondola ride with my
girlfriend, Thasia, on the waterways of Venice.
‘What a perfect romantic escape!”

Daryl Shorter

Openly gay Houstonian Daryl Shorter also
dreams of aromantic rendezvous this Valen-
tine’s Day—one that would “stretch over a week
rather than one day, involve international
travel, abeach, and lots of sun!” But as a psy-
chiatrist, Shorter isn’t just passionate about
romantic getaways—he cares deeply about the
mental health and wellness of his fellow
LGBTQ community members. That’s why
Shorter currently serves on the board of direc-
tors for the Montrose Center in addition to
volunteering as ayoga instructor for the Cen-
ter’s wellness program. “I'believe that folks in
the LGBTQ com-
munity—because
of our collective
experiences with
religious abuse,
homophobia/
transphobia,
discrimination
across multiple
spheres, and mi-
croaggressions
and traumas—are
especially in need
of support, safe
spaces to come
together to create
community, and
in some instances, actual mental-health treat-
ment,” Shorter says. “The Montrose Center
provides all of these things and more, which

is why I volunteer with the organization.” His
activism also extends into his work in the
medical field, where Shorter teaches medical
students and residents about human sexuality,
lecturing on topics specifically related to the
LGBTQ community and how physicians can
provide culturally competent care to people of
diverse backgrounds.

Shorter

Trilena Amos

For her dream Valentine’s Day, proud lesbian
Trilena Amos imagines a trip with her partner
to anisolated island, free from the stress of
modern technology. There, they would walk on
the beach and treat themselves to a fine meal
of champagne and lobster. But back in reality,
Amosisan avid warrior for LGBT healthcare
access. For the past four years, she’sbeen a
part of the team at Legacy Community Health,
providing education, assistance, and health-
insurance enrollment for ACA Marketplace
consumers. She also serves on the board of the



Lesbian Health
Initiative, help-
ing to eliminate
barriers to
healthcare for
LGBT women
and transmen.
“As aconscien-
tious listener, the
most important
issue in my com-
munity now is
removing the
barriersto ac-
cessing health-
care, which in-

Amos

cludes removing the stigma of mental illness,
prejudice, and discrimination for those who
identify as being LGBTQ,” she says. “My ad-
vice for those who want to help or get involved
isto be true to the core of who you are. Find out
what you are passionate about, volunteer your
time, donate money, look for local events that
inspire you, and join.”

Ashton P. Woods

“I'hate injustice of any kind,” says Ashton P.
Woods, co-founder and lead organizer of Black
Lives Matter Houston. “I honestly have no
clue where I got that from. Ilove helping other
people, and their reliefis what inspires me.
The idea of liberation inspires me even more.”
His help hasn’t gone unnoticed. Over the past
year, Woods has been appointed co-chair of the
Black Humanist Alliance under the American
Humanist Association, and as a member of
Mayor Turner’s LGBT Advisory Board, among
otherlocal, state, and national projects. He
also runs ablog called “Strength in Numbers”
and a project by the same name that focuses
on issues pertinent to the black LGBT commu-
nity. When asked about the issue that’s most
important to his community right now, Woods
responds, “There are several, but the issue of
anti-blackness is one that comes to mind. My
advice to any-
one wanting
to getinvolved
isto find out
where they best
fit, and what
dismantling
anti-blackness
lookslike to
them. Getin
touch with the
folks on the
ground and ask
for guidance.”
Woods, who identifies as same-gender loving,
alsorevealed his perfect Valentine’s Day date:
“It would be anight out at the movies, followed
by a tour of food trucks and listening to live
music at a nice park with good conversation,
and end with drinks at alocal bar.” —
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Phoebe VanCleefe

“My passion stems from my own lived experi-
ence as a formerly

homeless young

black trans

woman engaged

in survival-sex

work,” explains

BUILDERS & DEVELOPMENT INC. Phoebe Van-

Cleefe. It was dur-

ing this part of her

life, she says, that

sherealized no

one was out there

advocating for people like her. “[That] caused
me to realize that only I could own and utilize
my story,” she says. Since then, VanCleefe has
been honored by the True Colors Fund for her
work surrounding LGBT homelessness. She
also serves as an executive committee member
with the National Youth Forum on Homeless-
ness, is atrans youth ambassador for Greater
Than AIDS, and is an assistant organizer for
Saving Our Sisters, an initiative for trans and
cisgender women of color to engage in HIV
prevention and awareness. Additionally, she
advocates for the improvement of “intrusive,
triggering, and non-affirming” services for
transwomen. As for Valentine’s Day, she likes
to keep things simple. “I'd like to catch a good
movie,” VanCleefe says.

Complete Home Renovations | Kitchen & Bath Remodel
Room Additions | New Construction
Roofing, Decks & More

Robert Ross

Aninnate lover of nature, Robert Ross imag-
ines a private dinner in a secluded garden or
on the beach for his ideal Valentine’s Day date.
“There is something about nature that feels
very spiritual and calming to me,” he says. “I'd
consider it the perfect setting for relaxed and
intimate conversation.” By “divine order,” Ross
7 ]_ 3_ 263_81 38 | WWW_ UBTean .Com also found his perfect career path as the new
mediarepresentative for the Houston Health
Licensed & Fully Insured 2 Year Written Warranty | S Department’s Bureau of HIV/STD Prevention.
Inthisrole, Ross works on Houston-specific
campaigns to promote PrEP and HIV carere-
engagement. Previously, Ross spent 10 years as
the public-relations manager for The Ensem-

Pizzenia ble Theatre,
Finalist and helped
S O L A R I O Eég establish OUT
at The En-

focused mixer
that celebrates
the theater’s
diverse audi-
ences. And for
the past five
years, Ross
has served as
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aboard member for The T.R.U.T.H. Project, a
nonprofit dedicated to educating and mobiliz-
ing LGBTQ communities of color and their
allies through social arts that promote men-
tal, emotional, and sexual health. “It’sbeen a
wonderful marriage between my interests in
the arts and in health,” he says. “My inspira-
tion comes from my desire to connect with
people,” Ross continues. “I observe, listen, and
try to use the skills or resources I have to help
solve problems. My parents set an example
for me growing up. They were always doing
things to help others, be it a family member,
afriend, or a neighbor. They weren’t involved
in any major organizations; they just did what
they could right in their own community. My
advice to anyone who wants to get involved in
the community is to choose something you are
passionate about and connect with an organi-
zation where you can invest your time, skills,
and resources.”

Tiffany Scales

When out lesbian Tiffany Scales says she lives
alife of ser-
vice, she’s not
exaggerating.
Seven years
ago, Scales
founded
Toiletries for
Families, an
organization
dedicated
to providing
personal-
hygiene
itemstoim-
poverished
families and
individuals.
She’s also

CEO of The Arts Advocate, works in artist

development and marketing for C5 produc-

tions and JPM, is a spoken-word artist for The

T.R.U.T.H. Project and The Shout, and has vol-

unteered for the past 13 years with St. John’s

United Methodist Church’s homeless-outreach

and youth programs. “My mother has news ar-

ticles of me at three years of age volunteering,”

Scales says. “I am passionate about serving my

community and enjoy enriching lives through

poetry and the art showcases in which T am
involved. [Art] is underestimated. I am grate-
ful to provide platforms for artists, as well as
safe spaces for aesthetes and those interested
inwhat artis capable of doing.” But sometimes,

Scales would justlike to get away. “I'd love

to open a card with a plane ticket inside for a

weekend [Valentine’s Day getaway],” she says.

Graham Maio

Graham Maio may not have a dream Valen-
tine’s Day date lined up, but he does have —
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passion. Maio is a 2015 graduate of the Posi-
tive Organizing Project, an HIV/AIDS advo-
cacy training program
founded by his mentor,
Venita Ray. He’s also
abrother of Delta Phi
Upsilon, acommunity-
service fraternity
composed of gay, bi-
sexual, and queer
African-American
men. “Through these
two organizations, I
focus on HIV/AIDS
awareness, including
unjust HIV criminal-
ization laws,” Maio explains. “I had a chance to
present an art-advocacy event at TSU focusing
on HIV/AIDS specifically in the gay black com-
munity. For this event, I wrote, directed, and
acted in a play detailing the story of Michael
Johnson, ayoung gay black college student
from Missouri who was sentenced to 30 years
in prison for being HIV-positive—which is a
health status, and not a crime.” Maio encour-
ages others to find the advocacy path that best
suits their interests and needs. “Not everyone
needs to be in front of a camera,” he says.
“Don’tbe afraid!”

Maio

Dr. Keith Clarke and Dexter Williams

Houston gay couple Dr. Keith Clarke and Dex-
ter Williams
know aboutlove.
That’s why their
ideal Valentine’s
Day would be
spentunder a
canopy with a
breathtaking
view. “Just me,
my love,and a

promise to love,”

they say. But

for the LGBT

community— Clark (!’).
especially for and Williams

LGBT people of color—they know that there
isn’t enough love. That’s why they started the
Keith and Dexter Community Picnic five years
ago so that people could come together to build
community, have fun, and raise money for non-
profit organizations. “Our goal is to provide a
space for people in our community to let their
hair down and hula-hoop, pick a team for our
provocative relay races, or participate in our
design-it-and-wear-it fashion show,” Clarke
and Williams say. “There is something for
everyone. At our community picnic, everyone
is made to feel special, whether you are black,
white, Asian, Hispanic, or an ally. Because to
us, you are special!”



Nishia Jackson

When Nishia Jackson came out as alesbian in
the late '90s, she had a difficult time finding
resources within her community for LGBT
women. “Because of this, I've always tried to do
my part in either providing resources or point-
ing individuals in the right direction to gain
knowledge as it relates to their needs,” she ex-
plains. That’s one of the main reasons Jackson
helped found Krave, a series of Pride events for
women held every Memorial Day weekend. But
she didn’t stop there. As an extension of Krave,
Jackson (who is a degreed counselor) and her
business partner, Queen, started Krave Cares
to offer counseling services, home-buying ad-
vice, résumé-writing tips, interview training,
and more to those in the urban community.
“One of the most important needs in my com-
munity is the lack
ofleadership/
mentor programs
for youth who are
just coming out
and are in need of
positive role mod-
els and guidance,”
Jackson says. “In
order for our youth
to eventually be-
come leaders, they
must first be prop-
erlyled.” Jackson’s
perfect Valentine’s
Day would take
place in a nice hotel, with she and her partner
having a fine dinner prepared by a private chef,
followed by deep-tissue massages for dessert.

Rhys Caraway

Alittle breakfast on the beach is what openly
gay Houstonian Rhys Caraway wishes for this
Valentine’s Day. Every day, however, he wishes
for growth and progress in his community.
That’s why he’s both abrother of Delta Phi Up-
silon—a fraternity composed of gay, bisexual,
and queer African-American men—and a Black
Lives Matter Houston advocate. “The need to
strengthen those like me, and the numerous
intersections that we [experience], encourages
metodothe
work,” Caraway
says. “Idon’t
believe that one
issue should
take prece-
dence over
another. As
longas[it’san
issue] affecting
our community
members

f in anegative

HISTOR| ..., IR

(CICWCM  important.”

_
BABA =
YEGA TR

CAFE g W4

VALENTINE'S

3 course dinner
& champagne
$60 per couple.

Available 5 pm - close. Reservations needed.

2607 Grant Street | 713.522.0042 | Babayega.com

13157 Northwest Freeway @ Hollister « 713.329.9989
WWW.AQUARIUMWORLD.NET

OutSmartMagazine.com | FEBRUARY 2017 | 41






Queer black couple
cultivates strength through
storytelling.

By Josh Watkins

y opening hearts, expanding minds, and

creating space, HTX People Project

founder Bria Davis is upping the ante for
creative minority groups. Her project is a queer-
people-of-color collective that aims to repre-
sent the “intersecting experience of real people,
reallives, real history, and real conversation.”

Davis holds a bachelor of science degree in
criminal justice from Texas Southern Univer-
sity. She started the project by purchasing a
cheap tape recorder and taking to the streets
of urban neighborhoods to approach strang-
ers with a simple, straightforward statement:
“Tell me about yourself.”

People would tell Davis more than she
anticipated, and some of their greatest vulner-
abilities, insecurities, hardships, and victories
were captured on her tape recorder. Partnered
with her girlfriend, Morganne Nikole, who
holds amaster’s degree in journalism from
the University of North Texas, the duo saw in
those pivotal encounters the power and poten-
tial of simple storytelling.

The initial idea for the project was stimu-
lated by the realization that many people
speak on behalf of marginalized individuals
who rarely get the opportunity to have their
own voices heard. Davis and Nikole wanted to
change that. “We grounded ourselves in pro-
viding a voice to the voiceless,” they say.

Asthe HTX People Project’s collection of
narratives grew, it quickly evolved into the me-
dium of film. The project’s debut documentary,
NAKED, gives eight women the opportunity to
“truthfully tell their stories of struggle, adver-
sity, insecurity, and perseverance.” Through
the documentary, Davis and Nikole sought to
challenge the standard assumptions that so-
ciety tends to have about the experiences and
attitudes of black women. “[Our mission is]
to diminish the separation between rich and
poor, or black and white, and place everyone in
aposition to matter,” they say. “We speak. And

©

A Voice for the Voiceless

Bria Davis (I) and her girlfriend, Morganne Nikole, founded the queer-people-of-color collective htxpplproject
to allow marginalized individuals the opportunity to share their stories in their own words.

we make them listen.”

The collective aims to use their documen-
taries to “bring disruptive conversations to the
forefront of alarger society.” As black gay wom-
en, Davis and Nikole understand how they are
perceived in negative ways by society. Butin-
stead of falling victim to society’s perceptions,
they use their vulnerability and experiences to
cultivate strength through storytelling.

Ayear after NAKED, HTX People Project
released its second documentary,creating
space, which captures the raw and uncen-
sored voices of “six black LGBT-identified
individuals who proactively aim to challenge
societal standards and conformistideals.”
Those conversations confronted religion, race,
sexuality, the gender binary, societal rejection,
societal acceptance, and cultural oppression.

BothNAKEDandcreatingspaceaim
to build a safe space for often-silenced indi-
viduals—a space that allows those individuals
to tell their own narrative and “evaluate their
positioning within society from the perspec-
tive of active participants and observers.”

Presently, Davis and Nikole are pushing to
drivecreatingspaceintoas many spaces
as possible. Considering the current state of
the nation under a Trump administration, they
feel “it is critical, now more than ever, for us to
use our creative media to cultivate conversa-
tions that can educate and unravel unprogres-
sive thinking and oppression.” Through films

OutSmartMagazine.com |

that bridge the separation among various
groups, htxpplproject wants to create a togeth-
erness that respects differences and embraces
similarities—ultimately “transforming closed
minds into open minds, even ifit falls outside
of [what people think of as ‘normal’].”

When asked how they navigate the masses
of people in such a diverse city like Hous-
ton, Davis and Nikole proudly stated, “We
disrupt the masses. We are unapologetic in
our approach. We aren’t aggressive or con-
frontational, but we don’t censor our truths.”
Knowing that not everyone can be as bold
and courageous, the project strives to create a
space for both the participant and the observer
to feel liberated and encouraged to leave their
comfort zones. “We hope our art offers hope,
love, freedom, affirmation of importance, and
motivation for people to wear their authentic
selves,” they explain.

Looking back on what they’ve created so
far, the HTX People Project team says that they
are most proud of the way in which the project
has increased their ability to share love with
one another—first as partners,andthenasa
collective. They want to use that love to create
more art and spread more love into the world.

For more information, visit thepplproject.com.

Josh Watkins is a frequent contributor to
OuTSMART magazine.
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Passion and Purpose

Khaliah Guillory inspires
with motivational speeches
on diversity, love, and loss.

By Josh Inocéncio

en Khaliah Guillory sets goals

for herself, she doesn’t just write

them on anotepad. She sends
them out into the Universe. To her, this means
speaking her goals aloud and sharing them
with people around her, because she knows
that verbalizing her dreams will empower
her to turn them into reality. For years, this
practice has continued to work for Guillory as
she’s risen to leadership positions in the bank-
ing industry, founded her own company, and
launched a foundation to combat ALS after the
disease took her mother’s life nearly 15 years
ago. As Guillory’s website notes, she has com-
bated adversity and loss both personally and
professionally, but she now uses that history to
uplift others.

“I'm a ‘corporaneur.’ I'm a vice president
of merchant services with a well-known bank
here in town, but my side-hustle is KOG &
Company, which is a public speaking and con-
sulting firm,” she says. In her corporate career,
Guilloryis adistrict manager in Houston,
which involves developing strategies to help
under-performing teams produce more ef-
fectively.

“I flew out to our headquarters, and one of
the major heads of the corporation leaned in
after I sat down and said, ‘T have no idea why
we pay all these keynote speakers so much
money when we have you on payroll!” And
when Ileaned back, I said, “You're right!””

Guillory has built on her experiences in
corporate America to lay the groundwork
for her KOG consulting venture that focuses
on inspiring others in similar fields through
speeches and one-on-one coaching.

“My whole goal is to inspire you to be Big.
My beliefisif I inspire you, you're going to go
back and have a meeting with someone today,
and that contagious energy [will] inspire
them,” Guillory muses. “And [eventually]
we’lllook up, and the entire population will be
inspired. I'm not saying this will end all the

©

Becoming Big

After losing her mother to ALS, out Houstonian Khaliah Guillory founded KOG & Company with the goal

senseless killings, but hopefully people will
be able to have courageous conversations and
connect more.”

While discovering how to become “Big” is
up to every individual, Guillory facilitates the
growth process through three main speeches:
“Who’s Your #1?,” “Diversity Deposits,” and
“Mogul in Training.”

“Who’s Your #1?” focuses on identifying a
person or community in your life that pushes
you to grow and holds you accountable.

For the aspiring entrepreneurs out there,
“Mogul in Training” uses a networking plat-
form similar to Angie’s List to provide infor-
mation about individuals with specific skill
sets. Guillory is also developing webinars on
how to create infrastructure for those seeking
to start businesses. As Guillory says, “We're
going to give you the tools to build a house, and
show you how to do it.”

Finally, Guillory’s “Diversity Deposits”
speech draws from her experiences coming out
as alesbian in the workplace. “It’s been phe-
nomenal at work [since I’ve come out.] When I
was in the closet, I was a good leader. But now
I'm a great leader because I'm comfortable in my
own skin. And I think people appreciate that.”

Initially, Guillory was hesitant to come
out of the closet in the mid-2000s because she
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of inspiring others.

did not want her sexuality to derail her recent
promotion or future prospects. But when she
had the opportunity to serve on a diversity
council at work, her human-resources corre-
spondent (wWho already knew she was a lesbian)
encouraged her to be open with colleagues. She
did—with no pushback from coworkers and no
regrets.

Reflecting on how she shares this experi-
ence in her motivational speaking, Guillory
notes that many people in her audience work
with LGBT people who are still in the closet. “I
try to encourage the folks who are contemplat-
ing coming out to do it. And I try to help [their
straight colleagues] understand that their
LGBT coworkers are trying to connect with
them on a deeperlevel. That’s a gift.”

But coming out in corporate Americaisn’t
the biggest challenge that has shaped Guil-
lory’s entrepreneurial vision. As she writes on
her website, Guillory’s drive to succeed comes
from “adversity, love, loss, and diversity”—es-
pecially the loss of her mother to ALSin 2002,
just over ayear after the diagnosis.

“After my mom died, I went to a very dark
place. Ayear of hell is probably the best way to
putit,” recalls Guillory. “And one day I woke up
and realized that she wouldn’t want me to do
this. My mother worked way too hard and —
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sacrificed way too much for me. At that mo-
ment I decided to change, because I'm the
author of my life. Ifit’s in the Universe, the
Universe is going to take care of me.”

Guillory has invested her dreams in the
Universe ever since grappling with her mom’s
death. And in addition to her career, she raises
research funds for ALS.

As for her next steps, Guillory is encourag-
ing others to put their goals out into the Uni-
verse, too. Those who venture on to her website
can watch her “2017 Universe List” video that
begins every page. One of her goals for the new
year is to collaborate more with others more—
something that this project offers.

“IfIverbalize something and tell people
about it, it has alikelihood of happening,” she
says. “But you’ve got to work for it, and pursue
it recklessly.”

To learn more about Khaliah Guillory, check
out her website kogpassion.com or follow her on
Instagram at @kogspeaks.

Josh Inocéncio is a playwright and freelance
writer. A Houston-area native, he earned a
master’s degree in theater studies at Florida
State University and has produced his first
play, Purple Eyes.

* Cruises
* Vacation Packages
* Luxury Travel &
Customized Itineraries
* Honeymoons & |
A Destination Weddings
* LGBT Specialized Cruise
& Resort Itineraries

936.828.4294

info@WorldQTravel.com
www.WorldQTravel.com




Treat Yourself

A guide to the perfect
Valentine’s Day for one.

By Dr. Laura McGuire

appy Valentine’s Day, all you quality
Hqueers and allies! It’s Dr. Laura here

to give you some advice and insight
for the Big V... Valentine’s Day.

Valentine’s is alovely time of year—lovely,
thatis, if you have cash to blow, a perfect rela-
tionship, and are a fan of the pink/red/white
color scheme. For the rest of us, it’s often an
entire month of pressure, disappointment, and
achingloneliness.

As arecently single queer myself, I thought
Iwould give all of you fabulous single-folk
some Valentine’s Day ideas to help you not only
survive, but thrive on February 14. Whoo! We
can do this together.

First of all, alittle background on the
heart-heavy holiday. Saint Valentine was a
third-century Catholic priest famous for help-
inglovelorn Christian couples marry during
atime when it was against the law. (I mean,
imagine that: people trying to block couples
from marrying because of religious opinion.
Why, who would dare try such a thing?) Val-
entine helped young couples in the name of
love, and thus he was dubbed the patron saint
of amour.

Ahop and a skip later, the Romans were
holding big, sexy celebrations every February
to honor fertility. The new sheriffs in town,
the Christians, were none too happy with this
merriment, and replaced the partying with
atime to honor their new saint. Since then,
Valentine’s Day has gone in and out of fashion.
‘When mass-produced cards became available,
so did the obligation to give one to your sweetie
on this special day.

Now maybe you are still sitting there say-
ing, “Well, where is the part about being single
and not crying all day, like I always do?” Let
me explain some ways to take the origins of
this day, sprinkle in some gayness and moder-
nity, and make it a day you can look forward
to whether you are single, taken, or otherwise
occupied.

L-O-V-E Isn’t Just for Romantic Partners
Love is a huge concept. It is afeeling, areac-
tion, and a choice—all at once, and separately.
We learn how to deal with love in the first few
years of our lives by seeing how our primary
caregivers show us affection. We love those
who first show us that the world is a safe place
where we will be listened to and protected. If
we get the opposite message while growing up,
we will fear love and react by either avoiding it
or anxiously clinging to it.

Aswe grow, we may find love in all kinds
of places. We might love our pets and feel the
first sense of unconditional love from them.
We love friends, coworkers, neighbors, and
even the celebrities and characters in books we
read and movies we watch. We feel attached to
these figures, and hopefully feel some of their
love inreturn.

Valentine’s Day is a day for love. Period.
End of story. There is no reason that that has
tobelimited to romantic or sexual love. If
your dog, cat, or iguanais the being that you
are closest to, and who is there every day to
cheer you on, then celebrate that. Do you have
afriend or group of friends who adore you, sup-
portyou, and make you feel sane? Celebrate
that! If your grandfather is your biggest fan,
take him out to afancy dinner on the 14th and
tell him how much he means to you. Just be-
cause alove relationship is platonic does not
mean it is any less worthy of your time, money,
or attention.
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Love Yourself
Self-love takes many
forms: masturbation,
solo-dates, and making
self-care a priority.

Love Yourself!

AsLGBTQ people, we automatically had to
fight for our right to live the truth of who we
were meant to fall in love with. That’s amaz-
ing. Straight/cis people will never know that
accomplishment. You have so many reasons to
love and celebrate who you have become! Self-
love takes many forms: masturbation, solo-
dates, and making self-care a financial and
scheduling priority. Want to see a movie that
no one else wants to? Take yourself—and while
you are at it, buy your favorite candy, popcorn,
and drink without having to check in with an-
other living soul.

Sexually, now is a great time to reconnect
with your body. Touch yourself with your
hands, use objects like arolled-up pillow or a
new kind of sex toy to explore what feels good
to you now. Watch feminist porn to discover
new ideas that turn you on. You might be
surprised at how your desires or bodily reac-
tions differ from when you were with former
partners. You must be your first lover, friend,
and companion. Many people will come and go
from your life, but your relationship with your-
selfis truly forever.

Happy Valentine’s Day, Houston!

Dr. Laura McGuire is certified as a sexuality
educator through the American Association of
Sexuality Educators, Counselors and Thera-
pists. Learn more about her work at drlaura
mcguire.com.
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‘Making Out Like a Virgin’

Never judge a book by its title . . . revelatory
writings on finding love after darkness.

By Rich Arenschieldt

slightly Scottish accent, eyes that see

deeply, and an unparalleled approach-

ability. These are the attributes you
quickly notice when meeting author and sex-
ologist Catriona (pronounced, aptly, like the
hurricane) McHardy. This diminutive hipster/
grandma seems an unlikely source for a book
titled Making Out Like a Virgin—Sex, Desire
and Intimacy After Sexual Trauma. However,
her 32-year career at Planned Par-

journeyed beyond ‘survivor’ status to a place of
actually reclaiming their sexuality.” In order
to create abook that addressed this paucity,
McHardy and Plourde issued a detailed “Call
for Submissions” seeking potential contribu-
tors and informing them of the work’s purpose
and unique approach. After an extensive vet-
ting process, 17 were chosen—all of whom had
very disparate stories. Narratives came from
women, men, trans individuals,

enthood, talking and writing about
human sexuality, gives McHardy
the gentle gravitas necessary to
tackle the topic.

“[Co-editor] Cathy Plourde
contacted me to collaborate on
this project, asking me to serve as

MAKING OUT
LIKE A

VIRGIN

gays, and straights—a panoply

of' people, each of whom endured
under dissimilar circumstances.
Some were skilled communica-
tors, others not; however, each
account was equally insightful and
visceral.

asexuality expert,” McHardy says.
“She and a colleague had started
afeminist publishing company
and wanted to focus as much as
they could on sexuality, starting
with abook that addressed sexual
trauma.” Initially, McHardy had
reservations about the endeavor,
as some aspects of it were funda-
mentally contrary to her long-held
professional methodology. “My
concern was this: throughout my

y

Sex, Desire & Intimacy

After Sexual Trauma

1

Making Out Like a
Virgin—Sex, Desire &
Intimacy After Sexual
Trauma ¢ Edited by
Catriona McHardy

and Cathy Plourde

* Available in audio,
eBook, and print from
AnimalMineralPress.com

“Some contributors requested
anonymity,” McHardy says. “At the
beginning of this process, ayoung
Cairo woman proudly self-iden-
tified. As the project progressed,
the political climate in Egypt
shifted and the government began
toretaliate against dissidents and
writers. Because this young wom-
anwas actively challenging exist-
ing cultural norms, she became a
target, braving significant risk by

entire career [in this field], I have
always maintained a ‘sex-positive’ approach—
one that counterbalances the vast amount of
negative attention that this subject receives.”
Subsequent discussions led to a shift in fo-
cus. “Werealized that we needed to look at this
subject through a different lens, in a way that
hadn’t been done before. There are numerous
accounts that address victimization, disclo-
sure, and survival beyond sexual violence. It
is always much easier to talk about the fearful
elements surrounding this subject, rather than
the transformative aspects of'it.”
When McHardy examined the available
literature, she discovered that “there was
not alot of writing from individuals who had

sharing her experience.

“Upon hearing these narratives, we im-
mediately began to comprehend how these
individuals had evolved,” McHardy contin-
ues. “Commonalties among the group were
expressed in words, in simple statements or,
sometimes, in fears that became apparent in
various ways. Reading ‘between the lines’ en-
ables readers to discern the subtleties of each
person’s pilgrimage. The youngest contributor,
a24-year-old Asian, gives us a picture of raw
physical sexuality. Another older contributor
takes a much more spiritual and intellectual
approach. Each transformation was distinc-
tive and unique. Some underwent alengthy
process; others discovered that a single inti-
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mate encounter was pivotal enough to facili-
tate healing.”

McHardy emphasizes that “survival” is a
stage in the recovery process, not a state of be-
ing. “Current culture (and literature) espouse
that surviving is the end result. Like
a Virgin has another message. We say this: you
can achieve something more. You can again
have healthy sexual intimacy. You can feel
desire, your libido can return, and you can be
touched in a meaningfully intimate way.”

While Like a Virgin contains some difficult
segments, it is filled with humor, wisdom, can-
dor, and affirmations of all sorts; many phras-
esresonate weeks after a first reading. These
autobiographical vignettes are brilliantly di-
verse, each offering revelatory snippets of life
and love. “One of our writers speaks of ‘owning
her sexy,” eschewing conventional wisdom,”
McHardy says. “She writes, ‘My sexuality is
whatever the f--k I want it to be,” echoing the
sentiments of many contributors.”

McHardy’s three decades of pragmatic
and authentic work in human behavior perme-
ate the book. There are numerous “teachable
moments.” Sexologists, and those they assist,
often speak of “the process.” The book provides
a simple yet effective triad for managing the
thoughts and emotions that individuals experi-
ence: Go after the trauma. Process the feelings.
Reframe the story.

“Gotothe trauma, but don’t get stuck
there,” McHardy explains. “One contributor —

Sex Positive

Author Catriona McHardy (r) had a 32-year career at
Planned Parenthood before penning Making Ovut Like
a Virgin, which emphasizes that survivors of sexual
trauma can return to having healthy sexual intimacy.
She is pictured here with her partner, Dee Steffan.
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‘MAKING OuT LIKE A VIRGIN”

continued from previous page

used aculinary analogy. His trauma was ‘fold-
ed into everything he baked.” Eventually, a
loving partner disabused him of that mindset,
enabling him to jettison it. When confronting
trauma, many people emotionally separate—
from others, from themselves, and even from
their own physical bodies. “This happens fre-
quently,” McHardy says. “Even in the context
of everyday partnerships—for a multitude of
reasons—things just don’t work.”

Those trying toreclaim their sexual-
ity must, in some way, begin anew. Here the
reader finds a surprising dose of humor. One
writer nourishes her intimacy by saying, “I
like to have food before I get nude.” For another
writer, reclamation leads to liberation, and (in
this case) masturbation. “Every woman should
have avery good vibrator. I highly recommend
it,” writes a contributor. Individuals need to
redefine their own parameters for intimacy.

“Your brain, your heart, and your genitals
must all be similarly aligned for successful in-
timacy,” McHardy says. “People approach love
in avariety of ways: intellectually, spiritually,
and physically. Some of our contributors led
with their heart, and some with their brains.
Interestingly, the process of intellectual self-
examination sometimes needs to stop so that
lust and desire kick in. Sometimes, your geni-
tals comelast.”

Like a Virginis a chronical of resilience
in which people utilize a variety of tools and
techniques to reclaim themselves. “It is crucial
to know that people are doing this, that evolve-
ment is happening,” McHardy says. “The world
[today] is completely focused on the negative
aspects of sexuality. Like a Virgin moves far
beyond that.”

Rich Arenschieldt is a frequent contributor to
OuTSMART magazine.




Love and Stress

Make your relationship a
safe place to communicate
your concerns.

By Denis “Woodja” Flanigan, PhD

he coming year might well be domi-

nated by foreboding and uncertainty.

The incoming president seems like
aloose cannon, as likely to start a war with
China or crash the economy as roll back LGBT
protections. We have a Congress dominated by
apartythat has been historically unfriendly
tothe LGBT community, and appears to favor
rolling back health protections for millions
of Americans—particularly those living with
HIV. Add to that the Texas legislature’s assault
on our community with a “bathroom bill,” and
the political landscape looks a little frighten-
ing. For some of us, the uncertainty in the oil
and gas industry, a major force in Houston’s
economy and a major employer, adds yet an-
other layer of anxiety to the range of threats to
our well-being.

These external stressors can impact the
quality of our relationships. It is easy to carry
the stress from our
daily lives into our
relationships. Wor-
ries about personal
and global issues can
put us on edge, make
usirritable, and distract us. We can end up
more focused on ourselves than on our part-
ners. We may erupt more quickly into anger
over slight frustrations and disappointments.
Worry can even cause a decrease in our sex
drive. Unless we are mindful about preventing
or minimizing its influence, outside stress can
exacerbate problems already present in the
relationship.

Remaining mindful is the firstline of de-
fense against external stress. Communication
and relationship-building are two strategies
that can minimize the effects of stress. How-
ever, both of these approaches take deliberate
action, and the stress itself can easily prevent

Outside stress can
exacerbate problems already
present in the relationship.

©

Remain Mindful

Communication and relationship-building are two strategies that can minimalize the effects of stress.

that from happening.

Tryingto be strong and carrying this stress
onyour own shoulders without sharing the
burden with your partner(s) is one of the worst
approaches you can take. For starters, a part-
ner is left without an explanation for why you
mightbeirritable or distant. We tend to make
it about ourselves in those situations, which
generally makes the stress worse. One of the
most important benefits of having a relation-
ship is being able to have a “confidant.” The
health benefits of being in arelationship are
largely due to the emotional support that rela-
tionships can provide.

If you want to have healthier, stronger
relationships, start by shar-
ing what’s on your mind. Let
your partner(s) know whatis
bothering you. And listen. Just
listen. Without judgment. As
important as itis to share, itis
equally important to listen. Many times, when
your partner comes to you with distress, you
want to “fix it,” or “make it better.” Well, alot
of the global stress we are likely to be experi-
encingin 2017 cannot be fixed and cannot be
made better. Validation that your partner’s
emotional response is appropriate can be very
soothing. Simply feeling understood can be
helpful. If you want to be encouraging, you
can say somethinglike, “I know this is rough/
scary/etc., but we will find a way to get through
this together—even if I don’t know how right
now.” Attempts to “fix” the situation when the
situation feels unfixable often increases the
person’s stress instead of reducing it.
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Consider doing regular check-ins in or-
der to encourage this sharing. Ask how your
partner is doing, or how they are feeling about
things that you think might bother them. At
the same time, share how you are feeling. May-
be try something like, “This event is really on
my mind. How are you feeling about it?” Giving
each other a chance to talk about what is going
on outside of the relationship can help prevent
the stress from escalating so much that you
need to talk about it.

Also, doing things to enhance the rela-
tionship can fortify it against the impact of
outside stress. Think of ways to foster greater
romance, fun, and passion in the relationship.
Make time to go on dates. Show your partner(s)
that they are on your mind. Make time for rec-
reation together—go to movies, concerts, plays,
bike rides, walks, etc. Make time to have sex.
Sex can neurochemically strengthen a connec-
tion. All of these things help to bond us.

Hopefully, none of our fears about the com-
ing year will come true. But whether they do
or not, we are all still affected by the stress
of our jobs, our parents, traffic, taxes, etc.
Making your relationship a safe place to com-
municate your concerns can ease your stress
while strengthening your relationship. Every
relationship can benefit from deliberate bond-
ing. The stronger your relationship, the more
resilient itis to stress coming from both global
and personal issues.

Denis “Woodja” Flanigan, PhD, is a psycholo-
gistin private practice, specializing in alterna-
tive relationships.
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Houstonian Becomes First Openly
Gay Family-Court Judge in Texas

Atftorney Jim Evans’
appointment is an
historic LGBT milestone.

Story and photo by Brandon Wolf

im Evans has been atypesetter, a Bap-
J tist minister, a grade-school teacher,

anin-house counsel, and a family-law
attorney. On January 1, 2017, he added Family
Court associate judge to his résumsé.

This career change, however, is different
than his previous moves. As he took his place
on the bench early last month, he became the
first openly gay man to serve as a Texas Family
Courtjudge. “There are openly LGBT judges in
the criminal and civil courts,” Evans says. “But
this is a first for Texas—and probably for the
South in general.”

For the LGBT community, it’s an important
step forward. Family courts deal with deeply
personal issues such as adoption, divorce, cus-
tody, community-property distribution, child
support, and name changes.

The 507th Judicial District Family Court

In 2015, the Texas Legislature created sev-
eral new judicial districts to handle ever-
increasing caseloads throughout the state. One
ofthose new districts was Houston’s 507th
Judicial District Family Court. The governor
appointed attorney Alyssa Lemkuil to serve for
one year beginning January 1, 2016.

But in the November elections, Lemkuil, a
Republican, lost her bid for a subsequent full
term to Democrat Julia Maldonado, who won
52 percent of the Harris County vote. Each in-
coming family-court judge must then appoint
an associate judge to help with the district’s
caseload. Maldonado appointed Evans to serve
as her associate judge.

Evansis familiar with elective politics.

In 2014, he ran for the 308th Family District
Court. Winning the Democratic primary, he
ran against Republican incumbent James
Lombardino. Evans took 47 percent of the vote.
“Itwas the 2014 mid-terms,” he says. “The

o

Texas Trailblazer

Jim Evans spent the holidays closing down his family law practice in preparation for taking the

Republicans swept that election.”

Despite the loss, the Houston Chronicle’s
endorsement of Evans was a tribute to his
qualifications: “A graduate of the University of
Houston Law Center, Evans, 47, has a pastor’s
compassion that comes from working as a Bap-
tist minister, not to mention a master’s degree
inreligious studies. A personal experience of
perceived discrimination against Evans and
his husband in the family courts led Evans to
run for a position on the bench. He brings his
decade oflegal experience to bear on his pas-
sion for more equitable courts.”

During the 2014 election, Evans answered
a Chronicle questionnaire about why the elec-
tion was important to him: “It will be signifi-

cant to have an openly gay person on the bench.

Currently, the family courts in Harris County
negatively discriminate against gay and les-
bian people. For example, none of the family
judges, all of whom are Republican, will grant
an adoption in a case where the prospective
adoptive parentis an ‘out’ gay or leshian.”
Because of the difficulties that LGBT citi-

OutSmartMagazine.com

507th District Family Court bench last month.

zens have with family-court cases, Houston at-
torneys often take those cases to Bexar or Dal-
las counties, where the judiciary has proven to
be more equitable. Evans says that he thinks
the situation has changed somewhat since

the U.S. Supreme Court (SCOTUS) marriage-
equality decision in June 2015.

But despite improving attitudes, Evans
believes most attorneys with LGBT clients still
prefer to take their cases elsewhere. “It’s still
too big arisk,” he says.

Because cases are assigned randomly, it
will only be by chance that cases with LGBT
litigants end up in Evans’ courtroom. Still, he
hopes that with his visibility as an openly gay
family-court judge, his colleagues on the bench
will begin to disregard sexual orientation
when making rulings.

Born and Raised in the Houston Area
Evans wasbornin 1967 in Pasadena, where his
father was alab technician for a petrochemical
company “along the Channel.” His mother was
ahomemaker, raising Evans and a younger —
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THANK YOU for an
INCREDIBLE YEAR!

sister. He spent his first three years of school
in the La Porte ISD before transferring to pri-
vate Baptist academies in the area.

Evans says his childhood memories are
happy ones. While he was a good student with

WINNER WINNER good grades, athletics were different. “T know
Best Best what it’s like to be chosen last,” he says. Still, he
Cosmetic Male enjoyed playing dodgeball with the neighbor-
Skin Care Aesthetic hood kids after school. And every summer, the
Center Physici an family spent two weeks camping—something

he eagerly looked forward to.

In high school, Evans played the marimba
inthe band. He especially gravitated toward
such subjects as foreign language, history, and
anthropology. Growing up amidst conserva-
tive Baptist beliefs, his social life was limited
and there was no television in the home. Evans
says that he still doesn’t have a good grasp on
the pop culture of his youth—including the
television series, movies, and popular music of
the 1970s and 1980s.

Evans enrolled in Houston Baptist Uni-
versity, where he had a full scholarship based
on his outstanding high-school grades. He re-
ceived abachelor’s degree in 1989, majoring in
Spanish and history. But his real passion was
education, and he dreamed of being a foreign
missionary who developed Christian educa-
tional curricula.

We achieve this through fat removal and body contouring. Marriage and Ministry

All of our treatments have little to no downtime. Fillers can After graduating from college, Evans moved

soften lines in the face, and really refresh your appearance. Our on to Southwestern Baptist Theological Semi-

favorite is BELLAFILL which has been proven to last 5 years. nary in Fort Worth to earn a master of educa-
tion degreein 1992.

In 1990, Evans began a married relationship
that lasted for 17 years and produced two sons.

m Pa‘[rick McNamara, MD Looking back, he says marriage and children

was the only option he was aware of for his life.

1512 West Alabama St The only gay celebrity he can remember from
. Housto n, TX 77006 - 713.533.0800 the times was Martina Navratilova. “Even Elton
THE : John was married to awoman in the 1980s.”
SKIN RENEWAL Info@theskllnrenewalcenter.com After seminary, Evans got his first position
CENTER www.TheSkinRenewalCenter.com as an associate minister in a Texas church.

It was a part-time job, and he also worked for
the Texas Jewish Post as atypesetter. “I knew
every article in the paper, because I had to type
each one by hand,” he remembers.

Asan associate minister, he was in charge
of education, youth activities, and the music
program. “Itook alot of trips to Six Flags,” he
says with a smile.

Evans moved on to similar church posi-
tions in Maryland and Louisiana before
leaving the ministry in 1999. As alocal school-
teacher in Monroe, Louisiana, he taught Span-
ish to 4th, 5th, and 6th graders at four different
schools.

In 2000, after taking stock of his life and
realizing that neither religion nor education
offered much to support a family of four, Evans
moved his family back to Houston and entered
the University of Houston Law School. “Being

5331 Beverly Hill St. at S. Rice Ave.
713.626.3660 * ChateauxDijon.com
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older, I could really appreciate the value of the
program,” he recalls. Evans was in the top 10
percent of his class, and selected to work on
the school’s Law Review. He received his law
degreein 2003.

Coming Out as a Gay Man

Evans held avariety of legal positions from
2003 to0 2007, working with bankruptcy law
and as a corporate in-house counsel. While
his new career made it easier to provide for
his family, he was also finally coming to terms
with his sexual orientation.

In 2007, Evans came out. “I knew I couldn’t
live the next 40 years the same way I'd lived the
first40,” he says. Separated and alone, Evans
began attending the Fathers First support
group at Bering United Methodist Church. The
group helped him sort things out, and he ap-
preciated being able to share his feelings with
other men who were in the same situation.

One of those
men was William
Flowers, with
whom he fell in
love. The men
were married in
2010 in Connecti-
cut,inasmall
ceremony that
included just their
children and a few
close friends.

Family Law

In2008, Evans

joined a family-
law firm. Feeling confident that this was the
field he trulyloved, he started his own family-
law practice in 2010.

With his appointment to the 507th Judicial
District Family Court, Evans had to close his
practice and refer clients to other attorneys.
By late December, his office was filled with his
outgoing boxes—and the incoming boxes of the
new tenants.

Evans now offices at the Harris County
Civil Courthouse at 201 Caroline. When he
took the oath of office in that building’s cer-
emonial courtroom last month, he became the
12th openly LGBT judge in the state.

As afamily-court judge, Evans seems like a
natural. Aman with awarm and patient man-
ner, he knows how to make complex issues un-
derstandable. As a father of two sons, he un-
derstands family life. He also understands the
emotions that arise when a family is broken up
and spouses struggle to adjust to new realities.

Evansis agood listener who answers ques-
tions thoroughly. The educator side of him can
recognize when a person isn’t comprehending,
and he will search for another way to explain
until things are clear. He has a quick sense of
humor and a compassionate nature. Unaffect-
ed, Evans doesn’t find it beneath him to slip a
couple of LOLs into an email. —
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Currently, Evans teaches Sunday school
at Deer Park United Methodist Church. He
feels strongly about the rights and dignity of
children. “Sometimes children aren’t treated
as people,” he says. “Some adults feel it’s okay
towalk into aroom where children are watch-
ing television and change the channel to what
they want to watch. Oftentimes, the opinions
of children aren’t sought or valued.”

Evans also feels strongly about the use of the
word adoptive. “A child shouldn’t be singled out
as ‘an adoptive son or daughter’—they should
be spoken of simply as a son or daughter.”

In the Houston Chronicle 2014 election
questionnaire, Evans replied with answers
that provide a deeper look at both his charac-
ter and his qualifications to serve as a family
courtjudge: “I am running for this bench be-
cause I am qualified to do the work required
of ajudge, and because I am passionate about
doing that work with integrity and with an
understanding of the enormous consequences
of my decisions.

“The presiding judge in this court has the
ability to appoint ad litem attorneys, amicus
attorneys, and receivers in hundreds of cases
eachyear.” Noting that his opponent often ap-
pointed campaign benefactors, Evans added:
“This sort of favoritism is inappropriate, and

notinthe best interest of the children who are
the subjects of the cases before the court.

“For the last five years, I have practiced
family law almost exclusively. I know the
family judges in Harris County, the family at-
torneys in Harris County, and the statutory
and common-law basis for family law decision-
making in Texas. I have a necessary under-
standing of the complicated property issues
that sometimes arise in divorces. In 2009, I
obtained certification as a family-law media-
tor, and I understand the value and the limita-
tions of mediation as atool that can be used to
resolve family-law disputes.”

Recalling his employment as a teacher and
aminister, Evans pointed out: “These prior ca-
reers gave me an appreciation of the enormity
of the pressures that people face with regard
to their family lives and decision-making.
This appreciation will inform my rulings on
the bench as I strive for fairness and justice. I
am a parent, divorced parent, step-parent, and
adoptive parent.”

LGBTs and Family Law
With the SCOTUS marriage-equality decision
in 2015, the landscape of family law has changed
for LGBT citizens. Although basic equality
hasbeen won, the details will continue to be
worked out in courtrooms for years to come.
One unresolved question that affects cases
involving community-property distribution

is the date when a Texas couple may consider
themselves to be married. If a Texas couple went
to another state to be married before the 2015
SCOTUS decision, is it the date of their out-of-
state marriage or the 2015 date when marriage
was legalized in Texas? And if the couple had
previously held themselves out as “married,”
will Texas common-law marriage rules apply?

Although Texas judges must abide by the
SCOTUS marriage-equality decision, those
who oppose the ruling can make life more dif-
ficult for gay or lesbian couples involved in a
divorce settlement. Likewise, judges often rule
against an LGBT parent when the divorce in-
volves aheterosexual partner.

Evans doesn’t hold himself out as a savior,
but he does feel that his presence on the court
will help to make the local legal system more
equitable for the LGBT community. Those
changes will probably come slowly, but he has
a strong belief that change is good—and he will
do what he can to further it.

Evans also disagrees with the popular life-
is-short meme that is heard so often. “Life is
long,” he says thoughtfully. “Why should we
limit what our lives can be? We can change,
and make our lives what we want them to be.”

Jim Evans’ evolving career is living proof
of that belief.

Brandon Wolfis a frequent contributor to Qur-
SMART magazine.
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Learning History While You Party

Eagle patrons are
surrounded by decades
of historic memories.

Story and photos by Brandon Wolf

ouston’s LGBT community has a
Hvery rich history, butlocal historians

admit that our community’s aware-
ness of itis limited. Efforts have been made to
change that—archives established, exhibits
displayed, articles written, speakers sched-
uled—all with minimal success.

The unique Banner Project, a portable ex-
hibit of notable images from Houston’s LGBT
history archives, has reached further than any
previous efforts. Now, the Houston Eagle bar
has opened a second-floor party space called
the Phoenix Room that features a fascinat-
ing array of historic images—an innovative
concept that promises to reach an even wider
audience.

Figuring that it’s easier to get people to a
popular club than to a history exhibit, Eagle
owner Mark De Lange decided to bring history
right into Houston’s LGBT club scene. His new
Phoenix Room is a full-service bar space that
surrounds customers with Houston’s LGBT
history dating back as far as 1937. De Lange
hopes that partying and learning about LGBT
history will no longer be mutually exclusive
activities.

The room features a timeline of our com-
munity’s history, a huge montage of LGBT
publications since the 1960s, and an equally
impressive montage of ads from gay barsin
existence before 1985 and now closed. The fo-
cal point of the room is a full-sized recreation
oftheiconic 1997 Mary’s bar mural that was
destroyed in 2006.

De Lange says that nearly 3,000 customers
now pass through the room every weekend.
Multiple wall mirrors reflect images of the
murals, giving them a sense of infinity that is
unlike anything ever seen before in a Houston
LGBT club.

It All Started with the Mural
De Lange says he remembers the original
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Phoenix Rising

A timeline of Houston's LGBT history in the new Phoenix Room at the Houston Eagle.

mural that covered the exterior east wall

of Mary’s bar, at Westheimer and Waugh,

for nearly 10 years. The in-your-face mural
featured a happy cast of colorful characters
partying inside Mary’s, including two shirtless
leather men with hirsute chests and bulging
crotches who are peering into each other’s eyes
with unbridled lust. Looking on, or playing
pool, is the cast of other bar regulars. Sitting
attentively on a stool in the center is Mr. Balls,
astray cat with extremely large testicles that
became the bar’s feline mascot.

The mural disappeared in 2006, painted
over with blue sky and fluffy clouds while hu-
morously leaving behind only Mr. Balls. The
gentrification of Montrose is assumed to be
responsible for the loss.

Mary’s closed in 2009 after 39 years of
operation. In 2011, the building was purchased
and renovation was begun to convert it into
Blacksmith, a gourmet coffee shop. The new
owner allowed the Joanna Art Collective tore-
produce the mural for Pride Month 2011, with
the understanding that the image’s existence
would be temporary.

Cody Ledvina, who supervised the 2011
recreation with the help of two dozen art-stu-
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dent volunteers, told the media: “This mural
is a public-art masterpiece. The City of
Houston doesn’t have many notable public
art spaces. Where there is public art, it’s big
and oppressive. This is the opposite—it’s —

G}
History Buff
Mark De Lange, owner of the Houston Eagle.
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open, democratic, and fun.”

Afterthe 2011 reproduction disappeared,
De Lange began his effort to recreate it again
in 2014 when he purchased the former 611 Club
and converted it into the Houston Eagle. De
Lange inquired around and connected with the
original mural’s artist, Scott Swoveland, who
had since moved to Indianapolis.

De Lange wanted Swoveland to come to
Houston and recreate his 1997 Mary’s mural
on the east wall of Eagle’s outdoor patio. But
Swoveland wasn’t easily convinced. In the 20
years since he had painted the mural, his artis-
tic style had matured. Swoveland wasn’t sure
he wanted to be remembered for a piece that he
considered artistically inferior. If he recreated
it, he wanted to update it to reflect his current
artistic style.

The two men discussed different ideas—
even expanding the mural on both sides to in-
clude more characters. But De Lange remained
steadfast—he wanted the mural to look exactly
like itdid in 1997.

Meanwhile, De Lange began to consider
renovating the Eagle’s second floor into com-
mercial space. The original owners had run
agrocery store on the ground floor and lived
upstairs. De Lange decided to have the mural
recreated in the new second-floor bar space,
where Swoveland’s mural wall could become
the central feature.

Construction had just begun when the Ea-
gle suffered a fire caused by aging aluminum
wiring on the second floor. The bar closed for
the first six months of 2016 while the damage
was repaired. Fortunately, the reconstruction
process allowed De Lange to completely re-
think his plans for the second-floor bar space.

By the summer of 2016, De Lange and
Swoveland had reached an agreement: the
Mary’s mural would be recreated in its original
form, and Swoveland would also be commis-
sioned to paint six striking pictures of mascu-
line men to line the remaining walls. The new
images would give Swoveland the opportunity
to showcase his maturing artistic style.

The Mural Goes High-Tech

As De Lange pondered the future of the his-
toric Mary’s mural, he realized that time and
misfortune would eventually take a toll. To en-
sure the permanence of the artwork, De Lange
asked Swoveland to paint the mural at a much
smaller size, but using the same proportions as
the original. That painting was then scanned
at extremely high resolution, digitally enlarged
to the size of the original mural, and printed on
durable vinyl strips.

After the printed strips were glued to the
wall, the seams were hidden using a “blow-
torch” touch-up technique. The finished prod-
uctis stunningly vivid and realistic, and the
mural is now safe for perpetuity since it can



easily be reprinted using the scanned digital
image.

Astheresident artist at Mary’s bar for 10
years, Swoveland was employed to repaint the
bar’s front window on a regular basis—usu-
ally to advertise an upcoming function or pay
tribute to recent national events. One of his
window scenes in 1997 was inspired by a gay
greeting card showing a wide-eyed Dorothy
and Toto from The Wizard of Oz in the middle
of aleather bar—the prototype for his now-
famous wall mural.

The image made its way to Mary’s promi-
nent exterior east wall after James “Fannie”
Farmer, the owner of Mary’s, asked Swoveland
toreplace a smaller mural that had been on
that wall for years. Swoveland took his window
design, removed Dorothy and Toto, and filled
inthe remaining space with people he knew
and loved from Mary’s. The mural was meant
to show atypical afternoon at Mary’s, as if
the building’s front wall had magically disap-
peared to reveal the bar’s colorful interior.

Swoveland emphasizes that there was
much more to his mural than just a brash pub-
lic statement to an often-oppressive world that
had little respect for the LGBT community.

It also expressed three themes the artist felt
deeply about: the importance of being true to
who you are; the value of friendships; and liv-
inglife to its fullest, even in the face of tribula-
tions such as discrimination and AIDS.

Swoveland is still amazed at the popularity
of his piece. “I thought it would be replaced in
ayear,” he says, looking back. But he’s pleased
thatithas endured, mostly because it pays
tribute to the characters he loved—and who are
mostly gone now.

The Concept Expands

De Lange was so pleased with the finished mu-
ral and its unique story that he began to take
asimilar interest in other community history
that he felt was largely unknown. He launched
an Internet search thatlanded him on the
houstonlgbthistory.org website created and
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The Mural Lives On

Cody Ledvina, who supervised
the 2011 recreation with the
help of two dozen art-student
volunteers, told the media:
“This mural is a public-art
masterpiece. The City of
Houston doesn't have many
notable public art spaces.
Where there is public art, it's
big and oppressive. This is the
opposite—it's open, democratic,
and fun.”

maintained by Houston LGBT history titan
J.D. Doyle. This online resource was launched
in 2001 as an adjunct to Doyle’s popular Queer
Music Heritage radio show. In 2013, after be-
ing inspired by a comprehensive database of
AIDS-related deaths in San Francisco, Doyle
decided to expand the reach of his music
archive by creating a Texas LGBT obituary
database. He began by scanning and indexing
the obituaries published in This Week in Texas
(TWT), the statewide bar magazine that had
served LGBT Texans for more than 25 years.

As Doyle made his way through the TWT
obituaries, he became so fascinated by the
iconic LGBT publication that he decided to
build an online TWT library. He has now
scanned and posted the contents of all but
about 60 of TWT’s 1,518 issues.

By 2014, Doyle had moved all non-music
materials to his new website, houstonlgbt
history.org. Currently totaling more than
10,000 pages, it ranks as the largest and most
comprehensive online source of Houston
LGBT history in existence.

De Lange soon became mesmerized by
Doyle’s history website, and spent every free
minute for weeks navigating through it. When
De Lange came across a montage of past gay-
bar ads created for the 2015 Heritage Society’s
LGBT history exhibit, he contacted Doyle and
asked him to create a much larger bar montage
for the Phoenix Room. The two decided to limit
the montage to Houston-area gay bars opened
before 1985 that had since closed. Doyle’s origi-
nal montage of 28 ads grew to include 86 bars.
His friend and fellow historian Sara Fernan-
dez digitally optimized the ads, and Doyle was
careful to create visual contrast by alternating
dark and light ad designs. He also separated
bars that had occupied the same building un-
der different names. His prize piece is 21937
flyer found on eBay from The Wagon Wheel
Nite Club, located at Airline and Little York,
advertising a female-impersonator show. —
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Re-thinking the Room

With the bar montage completed, De Lange
further refined his interior design plans by
hanging Swoveland’s more recent works in the
anteroom to the restrooms, leaving the re-
maining walls free. After becoming fascinated
with the archive of Houston LGBT publica-
tions on Doyle’s website, De Lange spent weeks
building a montage of 84 publication covers,
including one TWT cover from each year of

its publication. The oldest coveris a 1968
Albatross, and the first OuTSMART cover from
1994 is also included. Numerous short-lived
publications were launched in Houston over
the years, including The Courier, Eclipse, Gala,
MaleMan, UpFront, Mr., Houston Forum, Con-
tact, LXIX, Out, and Montrose Area Pride.

Timeline Traces the Community’s Triumphs
and Tragedies

Over the bar area hangs a historical timeline
of Houston LGBT history interwoven with na-
tional LGBT history. The events depicted start
in 1950 with the founding of the Mattachine
Society in Los Angeles and run through the 2015
U.S. Supreme Court marriage-equality ruling.

De Lange consulted with numerous local
LGBT historians including Doyle, Fernandez,
Craig Farrell, the Botts Archive of LGBT His-
tory, and the Gulf Coast Archive and Museum
of LGBT History—all of whom helped refine the
timeline until a consensus was reached that it
was both comprehensive and inclusive. Eighteen
events are featured, including the 1953 founding
of the Dianas, the 1978 Town Meeting I, the 1980
repeal of the cross-dressing ordinance, the 2003
Lawrencev. Texas decision, and the 2009 elec-
tion of Annise Parker as Houston’s mayor.

Asone’s eyes sweep across the timeline,
an awareness is created that change doesn’t
happen overnight—or in a straight line. There
are victories and there are defeats, butit’s all
worth the effort.

On another wall, De Lange opted for a
photo that Doyle took during the 1982 Pride
Parade, of people filling the sidewalk in front
of Mary’s and sitting on the rooftop. The photo
went viral when it first appeared on Facebook
afew years back, and it perfectly captures the
spirit of the times.

Like the Mary’s mural, the process of digiti-
zation and hanging printed vinyl strips was used
for the Phoenix Room’s other montages. The
result is so realistic that one must actually touch
amontage to realize it has been printed on vinyl.
De Lange framed all of the historical pieces
with wood that matched the room’s trim. Infor-
mational plaques were laser-cut into the wood
and then hand-detailed with paint.

In addition to Swoveland’s five new works
on the second floor, there is “Bo,” who resides
on awall next to the first-floor DJ booth. The
ultimate leather-man’s dream, Bo has become

continved on page 89



Educating the Next Generation

... through LGBT studies.

By Trevor Boffone

he University of Houston (UH) has
Tseen anuptickininterestinits In-

troduction to LGBT Studies program
inrecentyears. What began as a one-section
course taught by Dr. Guillermo de los Reyes
in 2010 has become a four-section offering
that now attracts a mix of LGBTQ students
and allies. This spring semester, 120 students
enrolled in four sections taught by Dr. Andrew
Joseph Pegoda and myself. UH offers one of the
only LGBT-studies minors in the country, and
hasbeenrecognized as aleading trans-friend-
ly campus. I reflect here on my experiences
teaching Introduction to LGBT Studies during
lastyear’s fall semester.

Iwas surprised to learn how little my stu-
dents knew of the history, politics, and culture
ofthe LGBT community. At the beginning of
the semester, even queer students couldn’t
identify who Harvey Milk was, what Stone-
wall was, or what Houston’s HERO battle was
about. Even the AIDS epidemic is alargely for-
gotten topic. That these foundational moments
and figures in LGBT history were foreign to
my students was an eye-opener. For my “free
write” assignment during the first week, stu-
dents explained their current knowledge of the
LGBT community and their reasons for taking
the class. Many who identified as queer wrote
that they were taking the course to finally
learn about their community.

One student wrote, “I've been more or
lessignorant to current events in the LGBT
community.” Another wrote, “As agay man, I
would like to learn more about the history of
the LGBT community, certain important fig-
ures in the LGBT community, and how to help
keep myself safe—whether it’s sexually, physi-
cally, or mentally—in today’s society.”

Straight allies in the class wrote that they
were interested in learning how to become bet-
ter allies. One ally wrote, “I believe that LGBT
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Safe Space

Students at Trevor Boffone’s Fall 2016 Introduction to LGBT Studies at the University of Houston.

rights shouldn’t even be an issue today. But it is
for many, and I honestly find that horrifying.”

While some of their initial comments were
shocking, knowing this about my students
helped me tailor the course as I introduced
students to an overview of LGBT studies. I de-
cided to make the course more local by spend-
ing time teaching my students about the Paul
Broussard murder in Montrose, for example. In
addition to basic course content, I frequently
reflected with my colleagues and students
about the reasons why LGBT millennials had
such gaping holes in their knowledge of queer
history. Students often noted how these nar-
ratives are excluded from public education in
Texas, both at the secondary and university
levels. Many remarked how my course was the
first course they took that talked about queer
people of color beyond a superficial level. Near-
ly every week, I witnessed students becoming
empowered by learning about their community
and finding their voices as the next generation
in the fight for equality.

Whereas learning about LGBTQ studies
enabled queer students to better understand
their struggles and see themselves represented
in ways not typically seen in a college class-
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room, the course was also an important space
for allies to gain avoice and learn how to best
use their skill sets to advocate for the LGBTQ
community. One ally noted, “I feel that as an
advocate, I am now able to inform and edu-
cate individuals who are uneducated [about
phrases] that LGBTQ individuals might feel
are offensive, like I was [previously].”

Yet the personal growth among my queer
students was the most apparent. While many
were shy and closeted at the beginning of the
semester, week by week they came out of their
shells and became more outspoken about their
identities and experiences. Nearly every week,
another student who identified as an ally dur-
ingthe first week came out as queer in class.
Creating a safe and inclusive classroom space
was my main objective, so it was gratifying to
see students feeling comfortable about being
outin class for the first time. For many, this
LGBT-studies course was the only space on
campus where they lived their identity to the
fullest.

“Before this class, just the thought of
questioning my identity and thinking about
who I was made me want to black out; it was
an uncomfortable subject for me. Actually, —
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I never realized just how uncomfortable I was
about it until this class,” said one student.

“I feel like the topics we discussed in class,

the material we looked at, and hearing other
people’s stories forced me to take a good look

at myself and reevaluate my position and my
ownrole in the world in relationship to others.
Ilearned alot more about my community, since
I believe that our history and our experiences
are what bind us together.”

Itis not shocking that comprehensive
LGBTQ-inclusive education has the potential
to change the way queer people experience this
world. My students, both queer and straight,
revealed how their entire understanding of the
LGBTQ community can radically change in
just one semester.

While not every student will take an LG-
BTQstudies course (for avariety of reasons),
traditional university courses should become
inclusive enough to teach the basics of LGBT
history. Let’s stop relegating queer history
to specialized programs aimed only at queer
students.

Trevor Boffone is a Houston-based scholar,
educator, writer, and the founder of the 50 Play-
wrights Project. He is a lecturer of LGBT studies
in the Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality program
at the University of Houston.
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‘Purple Eyes’

Queer Latino playwright
Josh Inocéncio brings his
one-man show to UH.

By Donalevan Maines

ancho Villarides again when out Hous-

ton playwright Josh Inocéncio per-

forms his clever, exhilarating one-man
show Purple Eyes this month at the University
of Houston.

The free performance promises to be an
LGBT highlight of Cultural Connect Week,
February 27-March 3, on the UH campus.

For non-Latinos, Pancho Villa, a famous
Mexican revolutionary, is probably the most
recognizable name among the cultural refer-
ences in what Inocéncio calls his “ancestral
auto/biographic” piece that connects his own
story of growing up gay with the tale of three
male ancestors whose century of machismo
living helped inform who he is. That tale in-
cludes his father, whose motto is, “I'll try any-
thing once. Twice just to make sure I don’t like
it.” (Whee! Now we’re having fun!)

“I'wrote Purple Eyes shortly after coming
out,” says Inocéncio, who is now 26 and more
than two years into his liberation as an out au-
thor, performer, and teacher who grew up in far-
northeast Houston surrounded by macho men.

“And, of course, I played with dolls!” he tells
the audience. (As tempted as I am to continue
quoting from the festive script, I don’t want to
take anything away from the enjoyment of see-
ing Inocéncio perform itlive.)

Suffice to say that this rising LGBT the-
ater star (and OuTSMART contributing writer)
mines plenty of humor and humanity in his
colorful reportage. While some of his words
and phrases will be unfamiliar—including
some Mexican and Native American concepts
that seem foreign—simply putting them out
there underscores the importance and purpose
of UH’s Cultural Connect Week.

In conjunction with this presentation of
Purple Eyes, Inocéncio will hold at least four
writing workshops, mainly in LGBT studies
classes at UH. His workshops are designed to
show others how they, too, can better under-
stand themselves and their heritage by inves-
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Generations of Influence

Purple Eyes gets its name from the notorious purple sunglasses Josh Inocéncio’s father wore

tigating their ancestors, and then writing and
performing a bit of what they learn.

Students will be encouraged to bring
afamily heirloom or cultural object from
home, which Inocéncio can use to guide them
through exercises that will help them craft a
prologue, a central conflict, and aresolution
for their performance piece. Each student will
get an opportunity to perform his or her piece
for the group and receive feedback from Inocé-
ncio on how to expand it into a solo play.

Such “cultural work, storytelling, remem-
bering, and bridge-making” seems to come
naturally to Inocéncio, a 2008 graduate of
Atascocita High School who earned a bach-
elor’s degree in theater with a focus on acting
and directing at Texas A&M University-Cor-
pus Christi.

Next, as agraduate student in theater stud-
ies at Florida State University in Tallahassee,
Inocéncio got to write, perform, and direct
plays while also studying the history and phi-
losophy of theater.

His UH performance is another stop on his
“Texas tour” of theaters and cultural centers
that often includes audience talk-back discus-
sions in addition to his writing workshops.

“The title Purple Eyes comes from my dad’s
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when the playwright was a child.

notorious purple sunglasses he wore when I
was a kid,” Inocéncio explains. “[It also refers
to] the ability of the men in my family to ‘queer’
the world around them, despite their hyper-
masculine tendencies.”

Inocéncio has completed a second play, The
Little Edelweiss; or, An Immigrant’s Fairytale,
which envisions—in the style of stories Inocé-
ncio’s grandmother read to him as a child—his
closeted great-uncle’s journey from Austria
to the United States. That will be followed by
Chocolate Gravy and White Jesus, which will
complete Inocéncio’s set of scripts about vari-
ous ancestral backgrounds that he calls Splin-
tered in Three: An American Trilogy.

Last fall, Inocéncio got to see his work per-
formed from a seat in the audience when the
Landing Theatre Company’s The Redemption
Series included his short play dallas/love the
bomb—one of a dozen urgent works selected
from the group’s national call for plays “in
response to crisis in America,” and mostly fo-
cused on recent police killings and last June’s
Pulse nightclub massacre.

“It was my first foray into writing some-
thing and handing it over for someone else to
do,” says Inocéncio, who learned alot from the
experience. —
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Project LEAP 2017 [S_—_—

Next month, another 10-minute script by
Inocéncio will be performed as a staged read-
ing at the 38th Annual Mid-America Theatre
Conference, to be held March 16-19 at the Hyatt
Regency Houston/Galleria. Ofélio, says Inocén-
cio, concerns an on-campus sexual assault.

Project LEAP (Learning, Empowerment, Advocacy, Participation) is a free

17-week training course for individuals infected with and affected by HIV What: Free performance of Purple Eyes
to gain the knowledge and skills they need to help plan HIV prevention and (part of UH's Cultural Connect Week,
care services in the Houston Area. Topics covered include HIV 101, the February 27-March 3)

history of HIV, services for people with HIV and much, much more! When: February 28, 6 p.m.

______________________________________________ Where: University of Houston,
Classes are on Wednesdays from April through July E =[w] D480f’lc"’}lh;{mR°ad. .
_OR. etails: joshinocencio.com an
10:00 am - 2:00 pm -OR- 5:30 pm - 9:30 pm uh.edu/cdi/events_programs/ccw/
Lunch or dinner is provided
A brief application and in-person interview are required
Application Deadline: Friday, March 3rd at 5:00 pm

E Donalevan Maines is a regular contributor to
OuTSMART magazine.
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‘We’re Just People’

New photography
exhibit captures the trans
experience.

By B. Root
Photo by Gary Watson

his month, TANK Space at Spring
T Street Studios is presenting Dear Lieu-

tenant Governor, “We’re Just People,” a
new photographic exhibition by Gary Watson.
The exhibit consists of 19 black-and-white
silver-gelatin prints of Houston transwoman
Alexis Hollada. Watson took the portraits of
Hollada over the course of several months,
and each photograph has accompanying text
pulled from an interview the artist did with the
subject. The photos and captions tell Hollada’s
story in her own words—from her youth to her
growing self-awareness and her experiences
as she made her transition, as well as her de-
sire to support others during their transitions.

Watson came into contact with Hollada
through a mutual friend after mentioning
the idea of creating a project around the is-
sues trans people face, particularly in Texas.
“When I read about Lt. Governor Dan Patrick’s
intention to make a so-called ‘bathroom bill’
ahigh priority in the current legislative ses-
sion in Texas, I felt compelled as an artist to
explore the subject,” Watson writes. “The
bill seems very divisive and aimed squarely
against the transgender community.” After
Watson described his plans for a photo exhibit
and took Hollada to visit his studio to see his
other work, she agreed to participate in the
project. “While I understood the transgender
issue from an intellectual level, I wanted to
understand it on a human level. I wanted to tell
astory about ahuman being, rather than deal-
ing with the transgender topic as an abstract
concept. When I first spoke with Alexis, I told
her that I was approaching this project as an
opportunity to learn, and then in turn to share
what I hadlearned from her.”

Watson believes the title of his exhibit,
“We’re Just People,” describes his concept us-
ing three simple words that Hollada shared
with him. “T added the ‘Dear Lieutenant Gov-
ernor’ portion for this particular exhibition,

P

given the timing of the show with the conven-
ing of the Texas Legislature.”

“There are so many transgender people
who don’t live it 24/7,” Hollada stated during
the interview. “[They] are scared because of
bigotry, hate, and prejudices against them, so
they have to live closeted. As soon as they walk
through that door into their homes, maybe
that’s a safe spot for them. [But if their] fam-
ily doesn’t accept them, they still have to hide
it there, and they’re in a spot where they can
only be themselves with a group of friends who
know and understand. Or they may not even
have that, and they’re just having to live with
this all by themselves.”

Watson believes that people sometimes
fear what they don’t understand, and that there
are people with an agenda who will gladly feed
that fear with misinformation. “I think if one
is willing to learn about something, then one
will gain understanding. And once one under-
stands, there is the opportunity for respect. I

OutSmartMagazine.com

In Her Own Words
In his new exhibit, Dear
' Lieutenant Governor,
' "We're Just People,” artist
| Gary Watson shares
| the story of Houston
-i transwoman Alexis Hollada
] through photographs
| and text pulled from an
| interview he conducted with
| Hollada.

am grateful to Alexis for sharing her story with
me. As aresult, I have a greater understanding
of the transgender community and its issues.

I hope that those who see this exhibition will
better understand that there are many ways to
be human.”

As Hollada puts it, “We're just people. We
just wannalive life day to day, like everyone
else does—[to] have freedom and respect from
other people, just like we want to give to them.
I don’t want anything super-special. Most of
us just want that day-to-day, you know, where
I cangotoajob and not worry about being
fired—or about not getting hired simply be-
cause you're trans. [We just want] to be loved
by our families and our friends, and love our
families and our friends in return.”

Dear Lieutenant Governor, “We're Just People”
will be on display until February 18.

B. Root is a frequent contributor to OUTSMART.
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Project LEAP

The nation’s premier HIV advocacy training program

is now recruiting participants.

By Rich Arenschieldt

wenty years ago, I was given the most
T meaningful professional responsibil-

ity of mylife. I was asked to facilitate
aone-of-a-kind advocacy training program,
Project LEAP (Learning, Empowerment, Ad-
vocacy, and Participation), something I did for
nearly adecade.

Since its inception, this 17-week program
has trained numerous advocates, many of
whom live with HIV and participate in Hous-
ton’s Ryan White Planning Council, which
oversees the allocation of $28 million in fed-
eral funds that provide services for 13,000
HIV-positive Houstonians. This deliberative
body, comprised of con-
sumers and others, was
legislatively mandated
by the 1990 federal Ryan
White CARE Act.

Tracy Gorden is
aretired 65-year-old
long-haul truck driver,
asix-term Planning
Council member, and
aLEAP graduate. “In
2005, I suddenlylost
my insurance and had
to quickly find an alternative. A friend of mine
helped me solve that problem. Then after being
retired for a few years, I decided it was time to
help others as I had been helped. I enrolled in
LEAP, graduated in 2011, and joined the Plan-
ning Councilin 2012.

“When you begin something in life, you
rarely have all of the facts about it,” Gorden
continues. “Usually you spend a significant
amount of time trying to get and understand
basic information. LEAP enables you to grasp
afairly complicated process in a relatively
short period of time.”

Dena Gray Hughes is alongtime HIV-
positive community activist who enrolled in
Project LEAPin 1997. “There was a time when
Inever thought I'd be able to look back 20 years
about anything,” Hughes says. “LEAP was the
first major step I took to prepare myself for a
lifetime of community activism.

Advancing Advocacy
Author Rich Arenschieldt (I) with Project LEAP
graduate Irma Vilano Copeland in 2001.

“I'had beenrecently diagnosed, and ev-
eryone told me, ‘Enroll in Project LEAP,” she
remembers. “I needed to be with people who
shared my experience—even if (as an African-
American female) they didn’tlook at all like
me. Joining LEAP was like getting on a free-
way—once you got on, there was no stopping.

“You develop meaningful relationships
with your classmates,” Hughes says. “We
learned, listened, and debated everything—the
intensity was life-changing. Our instructor
continually told us: ‘If you are going to be effec-
tive leaders, you must know this information.’

“There was no ‘social media’ at that time—if

you wanted to know infor-
mation about HIV, you went
to LEAP,” she continues.
“Everyone had my [land-
line] phone number, and
I had theirs; we were con-
nected. There is tremendous
benefit to being in the same
space with people who com-
© prehend your situation and
share your passion. This
knowledge puts you on a
path. Get on it. Expand the
path. Hurry up. We are still here.”

Hughes says, “25 years later, I am still tell-
ing people: ‘You need to learn this. Don’t waste
your efforts complaining. Get to work. Once you
graduate from LEAP, then you can roll with the
movers and shakers in the field—not before.”

Ifyou would like to get involved in Houston’s
Ryan White Planning Council, you can apply
online at surveymonkey.com/r/PLEAP2017 or,
if youd prefer a paper application, please con-
tact the Ryan White Planning Council Office
of Supportat 713.572.3724. The brief written
application and an in-person interview are re-
quired. Applications must be received by 5 p.m.
on Friday, March 3, 2017. If you wish to apply
after March 3, please call the Office of Support.

Rich Arenschieldt is a frequent contributor to
OuTSMART magazine.
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‘The Whale’

Joseph Moore plays a 600-pound gay man
in Theatre Southwest's new production.

By Donalevan Maines

harlie, the dying 600-pound leading man

of'the acclaimed tragicomedy The Whale,

briefly masturbates onstage to a gay
porn video in a production that plays this month
at Theatre Southwest (TSW) in the *burbs.

So, I guessit’s swell that Joseph Moore, the
out actor who plays Charlie, felt comfortable
“from the minute I stepped into the theater,”
Moore tells OuTSMART. “It has such ahomey
feeling.”

A few weeks into rehearsal, Moore adds,
“We're still trying to figure out exactly how to
do the scene, find just the right porn clip, and
still get the point across thatit’s gay. The audi-
ence skews significantly older, [so] we don’t
want to run them out—but we don’t want to shy
away, either.”

Anybody who might storm out in flagrante
delicto would surely miss seeing a play of im-
mense depth and humanity.

“Iam sointo the heart of this charac-
ter—it’s incredibly moving for me to even talk
about,” says Moore. “Charlie is such a sensitive
character, and some scenes are so beautiful
and remarkable, it’s hard to keep the water-
works from flowing. If I do cry, it shouldn’t be
like the ugly crying.”

Moore is a former New York City profes-
sional opera singer who just celebrated the
20th anniversary of his relationship with psy-
chotherapist Troy Gremillion, also a former
professional opera singer in New York City.
“We haven’t married yet; we always say, ‘We're
still not sure,” jokes Moore, whose operatic
background lends itselfto the actor’s apprecia-
tion of the play’s supersized emotions.

Perhaps in contrast, the show’s director,
Scott McWhirter, was drawn more to the dark
comedy of out playwright Samuel D. Hunter.
McWhirter, who calls TSW his theater home,
has even penned a play, A Broken Poet, which he
describes as a “minimalist, absurd tragicomedy.”

Moore is a 2001 graduate of Spring Woods
High School who is single and living in Katy. He
hasbeen acting since he was in fourth grade—

including his appearance last fall as Gustin
Novak, a radiologist in Grand Rapids, Michigan,
who is traumatized by an astrological phenom-
enon in Noah Haidle’s Saturn Returns. In the
same production, Moore made his TSW debut
as an elder version of Gustin Novak.

Moore credits the late Scott Holmes, who
was a TSW fixture, with leading him to the
Sharpstown-area community theater. They
met a few years ago while performing in a mur-
der mystery at another community theater,
about the time that Moore decided to “dip my
toe” back into showbiz.

“He just made a big impact on me with his
kindness and supportiveness,” says Moore.
“He was areally great guy—so welcoming,
even if you were reading for the same role.

It was shocking when he died unexpectedly
[last] July.Itook it as akick in the butt that
life is short and I needed to get out there and
do theater again. I did Saturn Returns for and
because of Scott and his memory. When I saw
they were doing The Whale, I read the script
and knew, ‘Thave to do this show!”

Regarding the casting of Moore, McWhirt-
er notes that “He has a soft-spoken nature,
quiet and unassuming. I was intrigued by such
agentle vocal quality amidst all of this fat.”

Moore, who is over 6 feet tall and 230
pounds, began telling friends, “Bring on the
milkshakes.”

Seriously, though, he says portraying the
vulnerability of a morbidly obese gay man
shouldn’t be much of a stretch. “That partI can
identify with, to a certain extent,” he explains.
“I struggled with being overweight as ateen-
ager [outside of Philadelphial, so those kinds of
feelings of shame and guilt and depression are
not entirely unfamiliar to me. More challeng-
ingis the physicality. I spend almost the entire
play sitting on a couch or in a wheelchair. Play-
ing someone with congestive heart failure is
very difficult. [With all of] the shallow breath-
ing, you start to get dizzy and almost hyper-
ventilate. To a certain extent, it is just the op-

posite of the breathing you do to sing opera.”

Then there’s the fat-suit he will wear,
which was still being designed and created by
Sam Martinez. “That comes next,” says Moore.
“The way I work as an actor, there is an evolu-
tion. I have so manylines to memorize, so first,
you're trying the lines on for size. Things shift
and adapt, in an organic way.”

As shocking as it will be for some audience
members to see Moore, in a fat-suit, perform-
ing the blink-and-you’ll-miss-it masturbation
scene, the “why” of how Charlie became so heavy
should be more haunting than his appearance.

The play takes place in a small Idaho apart-
ment on the outskirts of “Mormon Country,”
where Charlie makes a last-ditch effort to re-
connect with his bitter, razor-tongued teenage
daughter, Ellie. Other characters include his ex-
wife, Mary; a young missionary, Thomas; and Liz,
the cynical sister of Charlie’s late, gay partner.

In 2013, The Whale won both the Drama
Desk Award and the Lucille Lortel outstand-
ing-play award for Hunter, who was born in
1981 in Moscow, Idaho. Now living in New York
City, Hunter was awarded a $625,000 “genius
grant” in 2014 from the John D. and Catherine
T. MacArthur Foundation, along with Alison
Bechdel, the out author of Fun Home.

Announcing the prize, the foundation
wrote, “Born and raised in a small Idaho —
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town, [Hunter] sets much of his work in his
native region, within the nondescript confines
of staff break rooms, cramped apartments,
and retirement homes inhabited by ordinary
people in search of more meaningful human
connections. Despite the stark realism of his
settings, Hunter leavens his plays with humor
and compassion for the lives he depicts, while
juxtaposing the banal circumstances of his
characters with literary allusions and larger
themes of faith and doubt.”

Moore, who is also a financial advisor living
in Spring Branch, says he hopes that Houston’s
LGBT community will support The Whale by
attending performances. He credits Theatre
Southwest with “pushing boundaries” by fre-
quently presenting plays that are “alittle edgy.”

Co-starring with Moore are Matt Prideaux,
Pamela Pancratz, Rachel Watkins, and Melissa
Mayo. The stage manager is Wes Straw. Bev-
erly Hutchison is the show’s dramaturg.

What: The Whale

When: February 17-March 11

Where: Theatre Southwest, 8944-A Clarkcrest
Details: theatresouthwest.org or 713.661.9505

Donalevan Maines is a regular contributor to
OuTSMART magazine.
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By Henry V. Thiel

urth Dohmann and Greg Herzog
met the old-fashioned way—on
Match.com.

“We were a “100% match,” so there was
reluctance on both parts about meeting for the
first time,” laughs Dohmann. “Both of us had
been married to our former wives for 17 years,
have three children, are compliance profes-
sionals, Catholics, and are the same age (be-
cause one of us had lied on Match.com),
and we even attended the same Houston
church!”

“That’s just too weird—right?” Her-
zog adds.

“So after many weeks of emailing
and talking on the phone, we met for
our first date on Monday, May 18, 20009, at the
Berryhill Mexican restaurant on Montrose.
‘While neither of us would say it was love at
first sight,” Dohmann admits while smiling
at Herzog, “we both knew right away that this
could be something special.

“Greg proposed to me on the Grande Riv-
iere beachin Trinidad,” shares Dohmann. “It

was the Saturday after the Supreme Court
marriage decision, and we were staying at the
Mt. Plaisir Estate Hotel.”

“The name makes it sound so exotic,”
giggles Herzog. “However, it was a simple
beach hut with mosquito netting, just steps
away from nesting leatherback turtles and the
world’s most beautiful sunsets. It was very
rustic and romantic.”

“Sorustic, in fact, that after first seeing
the place, I would have gladly gone back to
Port of Spain. But the driver had already left,”
adds Dohmann, rolling his eyes.

“The Tuesday after Greg proposed, we
received a phone call from PopVows. We were
one of the 10 couples they selected to be part
of the PopVows Wedding on July 10, 2015, at

the Sambuca jazz lounge in Houston,” says
Dohmann.

“This was less than two weeks’ notice, and
we were still out of the country,” says Herzog,
eyes wide in mock panic mode.

But together, they decided that there was
no reason to wait. Upon their return to the
States, they rushed to the courthouse for their
marriage license. Then it all started to be-

comereal.

“We were going to be married in
one week and still had not told anyone,”
Dohmann recalls, remembering how
breathless the moment was.

“In amadrush, we called our chil-
dren, parents, and a few close friends.

Since we were already hosting a Fourth of
July party at our house the weekend before,
we announced it to our friends that day,” adds
Herzog.

Since the wedding was being planned by
PopVows, all the vendors were either LGBT or
LGBT allies.

“While we were disappointed that we —
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didn’t have the opportunity to incorporate
any family traditions, we were both thrilled
to have Kurth’s granddaughter as our flower
girl,” says Herzog, with more than a touch of
pride.

“We were also able to have Kurth’s parents,

all of our children, two of our grandchildren,
and some close friends with us at the wed-
ding,” adds Herzog.

“It was a beautiful occasion that could not
have been more perfect if we had had months
to planit,” Dohmann beams.

“Since the wedding was so small,” Herzog
explains, “we had areception the following
September so our family and friends from out
of town (and from out of the country) could
joininthe celebration. And David Alcorta Ca-
tering created a beautiful and delicious wed-
ding cake for the reception.”

“Way before the Supreme Court made his-
tory with its decision, we had planned an Au-
gust Alaskan cruise to celebrate Greg’s birth-
day. So we decided to kill two birds with one
stone, and that trip became our honeymoon,”
whispers Dohmann.

“The cruise line offered an opportunity
for married passengers to renew their vows
during the cruise,” says Herzog. “When they
found out that we had just gotten married a
little more than a month before, they insisted
onrenewing our vows in a private ceremony
officiated by the captain of the ship. They pro-
vided the flowers, hors d’oeuvres, champagne,
music, and a memory book. It couldn’t have
been a nicer way to start our life together as a
married couple.”

Henry V. Thiel is a principal with The Epicu-
rean Publicist. He prefers sunrises to sunsets.
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Bryan Safi &
Erin Gibson

(Entertainment Weekly, 1/21/17, Ariana Bacle)

Re: Harry Potter.

No one will have to fight these two for a spot at
Hogwarts. “If | had a kid, | would give them the books,”
Safi says. “But | refuse to read them.” Gibson’s equally
apathetic: “The only wigs and capes | want to see are on
drag queens.”

f Warts and All
= Bryan Safi (r), who is
gay, and Erin Gibson
w are the Throwing
Shade duo, who now
host a talk show on
TV Land on Tuesdays

at 9:30 p.m.

Dasha Perez-Haney

(Chopped, 1/10/17, Food Network)

Ted Allen: So, if you win, you get $10,000. Any plans for that?
ChefDasha (an executive chef from Denver, Colorado): Yes, abso-
lutely. My wife and I are going on a culinary adventure.... But first
and foremost, I'm here to prove to my mother that things haven’t
changed—she’s had avery hard time with my lifestyle—but I'm still
the same person.

What I can take away from this experience is power—that I was
able to speak my mind and my feelings. And I think my mom will be
very proud of me today, yes.

I'm still a culinary badass, and the world should watch out for me.
EDbrTor’s NOTE: Perez-Haney made it to through the appetizer and entrée
rounds, but was “chopped” on the dessert round.

©

Culinary Badass
Chef Dasha Perez-
Haney was a
competitor on Food
Network’s Chopped,
hosted by Ted Allen,
former “Food and
Wine Connoisseur” on
the TV series Queer Eye
for the Straight Guy.



Compiled by Blase DiStefano

(The Advacate, February 2017, Brandon Voss)

Re: having a “gusband.”

Gay husband! Chris and | met at a very pivotal
point in my life. I'd just turned 15, | was making
music, and he’s an incredible musician. Instantly,
we both just clicked, and we were inseparable. My
father was incarcerated at the time, so | was left
without a father figure. Chris was 26, quite a bit
older, and he protected me. He was my buddy but
also my voice of reason. And he had a car. He’s
always been a big brother to me, and now he’s

a fairy godfather to my daughters. | feel really
bad for women who don’t have a gusband. Every
woman needs that camaraderie with a male with-
out the pressure of physical attraction.

(G

Does She Have a Gay Husband?
Milla Jojovich (seen here in 2016's Resident Evil: The Final Chapter) wants
you to know about her buddy, big brother, and godfather to her daughters.

Romy Madley

(Vanity Fair, 2/11, Lisa Robinson)

Lisa Robinson: What’s changed
in your life since your 2012
album, Coexist?

Romy Madley Croft (singer-guitar-
ist of the British band The xx): My
personal happiness has gone up; I've
dealt with some big things. Ilost

my mum when I was 11, and I never
dealt with it. And when I was 20, my
dad died while I was on tour, and I
justdrank and partied and numbed
myself. But I've stopped all that now.
I have a girlfriend who I've been with
for five years—she’s really helped
me—and I’'m very happy. I've always
created a connection. I've always
been ahopeless romantic.

The pollsters
who have found that nine
in 10 Native Americans
are not offended by the
Redskins name must
next poll gay men to see
if they're of fended by
the Packers.

Q

Up, Up, and Away

Romy Madley Croft has had her ups and
downs. “My personal happiness has gone
up,” says The xx singer-guitarist.

SAFI/GIBSON - TV LAND; JOJOVICH - SCREEN GEMS; CROFT - YOUNG TURKS; MAHER - HBO; PEREZ-HANEY - TAVERN HOSPITALITY GROUP



‘Retake’

A realistic look at
relationships past
and present.

Feral: Season One
15 While trying to

| live together in
harmony, pay the
rent, and become
part of an artistic
queer community,
best friends Billy
and Daniel find
themselves dealing with difficult
emotional issues—especially
when it comes to finding and los-
ing love. This new eight-episode
Dekkoo-original series offers a
passionate portrayal of young
gay people struggling to find
love and meaning in a con-
fusing world. TLA Releasing (tla
releasing.com). —Troy Carrington

Judy Collins: A Love Letter
to Stephen Sondheim
A Love Letter to
Stephen Sondheim
was filmed in
May 2016 at The
Boettcher Concert
Hall in Denver,
Colorado. Judy
Collins takes the
audience through Sondheim’s
remarkable treasure-trove of
music, interweaving stories of
Broadway with her personal
anecdotes. Available on DVD
and home-video platforms on
February 24. Cleopatra Music
and Films (mvdshop.com).
—Suzie Lynde
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By B. Root
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Blossoming Affection
Tuc Watkins (r) as Jonathan, and Devon Graye as Adam/Brandon, star in Retake,
directed and written by Nick Corporon.

ick Corporon’s new indie

film Retake follows a lonely
middle-aged man who hires a sex
worker to help him relive a road
trip—and a relationship—from his
past.

Jonathan (Tuc Watkins) travels
to San Francisco in search of a
young male companion. The sex
worker he picks up (Devon Graye)
tells Jonathan that he’s different
from the older men he usually sees:
“| feel like you require something
more infricate.” When Jonathan
tells him that he's into role-play, the
sex worker asks about the char-
acter that Jonathan wants him to
play. Jonathan describes a lost and
temperamental young guy named
“Brandon.” Back in Jonathan's
hotel room, Jonathan asks him
to put on a certain cologne, and
“Brandon” assumes his role as they
have sex.

The next morning, Jonathan
brings Brandon some coffee and
asks what his plans are for the
next few days. Jonathan offers to
double his nightly rate and pay

OutSmartMagazine.com

him a bonus at the end if he agrees
to accompany him on a road frip
to the Grand Canyon. Brandon
cannot refuse that kind of offer and
agrees to go with him.

As they begin their trip, Bran-
don quickly comes to realize that
he is playing a major role in the
recreation of Jonathan’s lovelorn
past. As Brandon attempts to dig
for clues about Jonathan's relation-
ship with the real-life Brandon,
Jonathan insists that he must stick
to the role he was hired to perform
without asking questions.

As the sex worker slowly begins
to piece together the identity of
the person he is playing, he begins
to feel a strange connection with
Jonathan. Eager to leave his past
behind, the sex worker sheds his
own identity and truly becomes the
character he's been playing. But as
the two get closer to their destina-
tion, their affection for each other
grows and a genuine relationship
begins to blossom.

“Retake presents a new take
on relationships, reliving the past,

and the fragility of love,” says
director and writer Nick Corporon.
“| wrote the movie after having just
turned 30—and the idea of getting
older was weighing on me a bit. |
had some great life experiences,
but | didn't recognize any of them
in the moment. | was always trying
to get happy. All of this sadness,
loneliness, and pining adds up to
what | wanted to explore in the
film: a realistic look at relationships
past and present.”

Set against the backdrop of
the American Southwest and Route
66, which contribute to the overall
sense of bleakness throughout the
film, Retake shows how memory
can seduce us into fixating on the
past at the expense of the present,
and how being able to move on
from the past sometimes takes a lot
of courage—and the help of others.

Retake is now available on DVD

and VOD.

B. Root is a frequent contributor to
OuTSMART magazine.



Enjoy brunch prior to live entertainment by
Resurrection MCC'’s Gospel Ensemble and friends.

$20 TICKETS AVAILABLE ONLINE

www.ResurrectionMCC.org/gospel-brunch

b Sunday Worship 9 & 11 am = Nursery * Handicap Accessible

7\ 11am- Spanish & Deaf Interpretation, Youth & Teen Program
esurrection 2025 West 11th Street, Houston, Texas 77008 « 713-861-9149
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Resident of Montrose since 1983

Consistent TOP Producer,
John Daugherty, Realtors

If you wish to be
In-The-Loop,

whether selling, buying, or just
looking around,

Voted One of the Best Realtors
in Houston 5 years in a row

- OutSmart Readers’ Choice 20122016 & GREATEST

2016
* W *

CALL ANDY NOW!
713.724.4306

CELL

713.561.6653

DIRECT

andyw@ johndaugherty.com

BEST CHIROPRACTOR

OutSmart Readers’ Choice Awards 2016

“Thank you for your vote of confidence.”

Chiropractic Care
Soft Tissue Injuries
Myofascial Release
Sports Injuries
Auto Accidents
Rehabilitation

Work-Related

(QutvSmart
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% 2016 Personal
N *de* Injuries
§ - Kenneth W. Lester D.C.
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Houston, TX 770119
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www.KennethLesterDC.com
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By Gregg Shapiro

There’s No Tunes Like Show Tunes

La La Land, Hairspray Live!, and more.

2016 Broadway Cast Recording
Falsettos
Falsettos re-

B volves around
=S8 @. thelifeofa
Falsel{0s charming, intel-

g N ligent, neurotic

& gay man named

Mttt teiies Marvin, his wife,
his lover, their about-to-be bar-
mitzvahed son, their psychiatrist,
and the lesbians next door. It's a
hilarious and achingly poignant
look at the infinite possibilities
that make up a modern family
... and a beautiful reminder
that love can tell a million stories.
The first-ever full cast album of
the renowned musical includes
a 60-page full-color booklet with
complete lyrics and production
photos. The cast features Andrew
Rannells (nominated for a Tony
for The Book of Mormon), Christian
Borle (Tony winner for Something
Rotten!), and Stephanie J. Block
(Tony nomination for The Mys-
tery of Edwin Drood); directed
by James Lapine (winner of 11
Tonys). Ghostlight Records (sh-k-
boom.com/falsettos).

—Troy Carrington

80 |

n the pantheon of concert movies, from

Woodstock to Wattstax and from Jus-
tin Bieber’s Never Say Never to Michael
Jackson's This Is It, few have reached the
pinnacle of The Last Waltz—although
Stop Making Sense comes closest. A
1976 farewell concert by The Band (and
many of its friends), directed by Martin
Scorcese, it is the concert movie that all
other concert movies dream of being.
Right off the bat, The Last Waltz:
40th Anniversary (WB/Rhino/
MGM) deserves kudos for finally get-
ting the reissue right. Previous editions,
including the four-disc box set were miss-
ing something—namely, the movie itself.
Sure, the music is spectacular (especially
the Joni Mitchell segment), but The Last
Waltz is a concert movie, so seeing the
movie is essential to the enjoyment of the
music. This 40th-anniversary edition of
The Last Waltz not only includes all four
CDs, but it also features Scorcese’s film
on Blu-ray. Bravo!

Already racking up numerous
awards and nominations, La La Land,
Damien Chazelle’s musical love-letter
to Los Angeles, looks like it's the one to
beat come Oscar time. With music by
Justin Hurwitz, and lyrics by openly gay
Benj Pasek and his straight collabora-
tor Justin Paul, La La Land: Origi-
nal Motion Picture Soundtrack
(Interscope) completes the picture.
Movie-musical lovers are rejoicing over
the fact that La La Land, one of the first
contemporary non-animated movie mu-
sicals, contains original songs—the kind
you leave the theater humming. Even if
you haven't seen the movie yet, it will
be impossible to resist numbers such as
“Another Day of Sun,” “Someone in the
Crowd,” “A Lovely Night,” and “City of
Stars.” The one clunker is “Start a Fire,”
the song performed by John Legend and
co-written by Hurwitz, Legend, and a
small committee.

For a musical that got its start as a
1988 John Waters movie with a mes-
sage, Hairspray, like its main character
Tracy, continues to defy the odds. A

FEBRUARY 2017 | OutSmartMagazine.com

LA LA LANE

ORHSISEL SOONTTRALK OF THE NAC PELEMTSRN (FINT it

2002 Broadway-musical adaptation by
Marc Shaiman and Scott Wittman won a
Tony and inspired a 2007 movie-musical
version starring John Travolta as Tracy’s
mother, Edna—a character originated

on film by the late Divine before Harvey
Fierstein brought her to life on Broadway.
Following The Sound of Music, Peter Pan,
and The Wiz, Hairspray lives on as the
latest addition to NBC's stable of musi-
cals performed live on TV. Hairspray
Live!: Original Soundtrack of the
NBC Television Event (Masterworks
Broadway/Epic) returns Fierstein to his
Tony Award-winning role as Edna. Joined
by Kristin Chenoweth, Jennifer Hudson,
Martin Short, Ariana Grande, and new-
comer Maddie Baillio, the cast does the
songs proud—including “You Can't Stop
the Beat,” “Good Morning Baltimore,” “I
Know Where I've Been,” and “(The Leg-
end of) Miss Baltimore Crabs.”

After Anthony Rapp’s Rent stint, he
appeared as Charlie Brown in a 1999
revival of the Peanuts musical You're a
Good Man, Charlie Brown alongside
a then-relatively unknown Kristin Che-
noweth as Charlie’s sister, Sally. You're
a Good Man, Charlie Brown: 2016
Off-Broadway Cast Recording
(Broadway) takes an interesting approach
to the Clark Gesner musical (which first
premiered on Broadway in 1971) by cast-
ing young Broadway performers between
the ages of 9 and 14 as the young char-
acters in the show.

Not the most thrilling musical on
Broadway during the 2016 season (have
you heard of a little show called Hamil-
ton?), the revival of the 1963 Harnick/
Bock musical She Loves Me nevertheless
held its own, even earning a Tony Award.
She Loves Me: 2016 Broadway
Cast Recording (Ghostlight) stars Jane
Krakowski, Zacahary Levi, and Laura
Benanti (who received raves for her per-
formance) in this stage-musical adaptation
of the movie The Shop Around the Corner.

Gregg Shapiro is a regular contributor to
OUTSMART magazine.
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ReapOurt

‘On Christopher Street’

Transgender stories.

Changers Book Three: Kim

T Cooper and Allison Glock-Cooper
When we last saw Ory-
on Small, he was kid-
napped and locked in a
basement with his best
friend, Chase, dying in
his arms. In Book Three
of the Changers series,
Oryon awakens in

the body of Kim Cruz,
an Asian-American

girl whose body looks nothing like she
expected or desired. Kim—smart, funny,
and finally fed up with the cards she’s
been dealt—is finding out that friends
change, love doesn’t always mean for-
ever, and growing up means living your
truth, even if it isn’t pretty. Akashic Books
(akashicbooks.com). —Suzie Lynde

CHANGERS

Before I Do

Elizabeth F. Schwartz

In her first book,
gay-rights attorney
Elizabeth F. Schwartz
spells out a range of
practical considerations
couples should ad-
dress before tying the
knot. She explains all
of the implications of
marriage, from name
changes and getting a license to taxes,
insurance, Social Security, and much
more. As Schwartz says, just because
you can get married does not mean you
should. The New Press (thenewpress
.com). —Troy Carrington
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O FOPHE]
STREET: TRANS-

GENDER STORIES .'%"”

PHOTOGRAPHS by
VLARK SELIGER

Everybody, as they say, has

a story to tell. An ancestor
was captured in an early war.
Parents overcame adversity in a
new country. A health scare, a
welcome blessing, a lucky streak,
a chance meeting—we all have
our tales to share. And On Chris-
topher Street: Transgender Sto-
ries, with photographs by Mark
Seliger, reveals some stories you
won't soon forget.

Where would you go if you
just wanted to be yourself2 There
was a time when a transgender
person living in or near Manhattan
would go to Christopher Street in
the West Village to find support,
advice, community, or family.
More recently, you might have
also run into photographer Seliger,
who says in a brief statement that
he noticed the “freedom of expres-
sion and gender identity” that
was once abundant is “vanishing”
from the area. High-end condos,
cafés, and restaurants are moving
in, and the trans community is be-
ing pushed aside. With this book,
Seliger puts a marker on that com-
munity before it's gone.

OutSmartMagazine.com

4 On Christo-
pher Street:
Transgender
Stories
Photographs by
Mark Seliger,
foreword by

% Janet Mock

c:

o
>

= Rizzoli New York
(rizzoliusa.com)
=% 160 pages
i $55

“| realize that everybody
has a trans story, that being
trans is something that affects
all of us,” he says, using his
camera as storyteller.

Being in prison as a trans
woman, says one photo sub-
ject, is like being “caged.”

You don't belong with the

men. They won't put you in the
women’s lockdown. Everybody
knows what's going on, and
sometimes the guards have
one more slap-down in store
for you just before you're re-
leased.

Many stories begin with
“| was four"—or five or eight—
when several of photogra-
pher Mark Seliger’s subjects
realized that they were “in the
wrong body.” Families were
supportive—or not. Transition-
ing “is not easy,” and the deci-
sion for or against surgery is
deeply personal. But ultimately
it's the “inner peace” that mat-
ters. Still, lying about being
trans can backfire, and even if
nobody knows, there’s a “con-
stant state of paranoia and

By Terri Schlichenmeyer

fear” that may yet linger.

And then there’s the place
itself: Christopher Street has
“a dark side,” with drugs,
prostitution, and harassment.
This means that for the LGBTQ
youth who comprise 40 per-
cent of the nation'’s street kids,
it isn't always safe.

And so there | was, qui-
etly reading On Christopher
Street: Transgender Stories,
when it suddenly . . . ended!
The surprise was not that |
had finished, but that | was so
wrapped up in the inside of
this book that | didn't notice the
last pages looming.

Yes, it's that kind of thing,
filled with visual portraits that
are worth the clichéd thou-
sand words—and then some.
Seliger’s subjects seem mostly
well-at-ease in snapshots that
feel random but natural; some
people are identified, some
are not, and not all of them
weigh in verbally. But those
who do tell tales that hit hard,
in part because they leave
readers with the sense that
there’s more to say, but it's too
difficult to speak.

This large, elegantly pre-
sented coffee-table book is
one you'll return to again and
again, because what's inside
is so compelling. If it is indeed
true what they say about
everyone having a story, On
Christopher Street is filled with
some of the best ones.

Terri Schlichenmeyer has been
reading since she was three
years old, and she lives on a
hill in Wisconsin with two dogs

and 11,000 books.
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rates might help you upgrade your
new car options.

GET TO A BETTER STATE.”
CALL ME TODAY FOR MORE
INFORMATION.

o StateFarmBank:

*Hypothetical savings example over life of loan based on reduced interest rate.
Actual savings amount will vary depending on your individual circumstances.

1303066 10/13  State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

Our lifestyle is centered around you and the life you deserve.

Information Office
2001 Kirby Dr. Ste. 370
RESERVE TODAY!

TLLAGE
of River Oaks

Independent Living
Assisted Living « Memory Care

713-952-7600

www.villageofriveroaks.com
mil 1015 S. Shepherd Dr, Houston, TX 77019

License Pending

Heights Dermatology & Aesthetic Center

WeInowfotfergthe]HydrafacialfTreatment!
Mohs Micrographic Surgery
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SHOULDN'T
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Photos by
Dalton DeHart &
Edgardo Aguilar

The RED
Dinner
SPARKLE
January 5, 2017

EPAH and LHI
Silver Anniversary
Fundraiser
January 14, 2017

AIDS Walk
Kick-Off
January 18, 2017
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- Major evidence tossed in 0 <

- Know your rights as a victim of a hate crime
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uarantee future results.

dessert gallery
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Photos by
Dalton DeHart &
Edgardo Aguilar

The Rose
Experience
December 4,
2016

Couture For
a Cause
December 12,
2016

86 | FEBRUARY 2017 | OutSmartMagazine.com



TRANQUILITY POOLS
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to achieve your design and budget!

New Construction
Plaster, Tile, Coping & Deck Replacement
Water Features, Outdoor Kitchens, Pergolas. Complete renovation.
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Voted One of the Best Psychiatrists
— OutSmart 2011-2016 Readers’ Choice

Barry F. Gritz, Mm.D.
Psychiatrist

Diplomate of the American Board
of Psychiatry and Neurology

Christine Wysong,
RN, PMHNP, BC
Nurse Practitioner
Board Certified

Access to Providers via Cell Phone 24/7

713/869-7400
230 Westcott, Suite 210, Houston, Texas 77007
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Houston’s LGBT History Comes ALIVE

continued from page 60

the bar’s mascot. “Customers love to stand be-
side him for cell-phone photos,” says De Lange.
It’s impossible to describe Bo—he just has to be
experienced by visiting the club.

The Houston Eagle is the home bar of
the Houston Bears, a charitable and social
organization, so alarge backlit sign honoring
them also hangs in the Phoenix Room. The
signincurred minor damage during the fire,
and the imperfections remain as an historical
reminder. The Phoenix Room is dedicated to
the memory of Gene Landry, a popular member
of the leather community and mentor to many,
who passed away in 2016, at the age of 47.

De Lange hopes to negotiate with Swove-
land to offer limited-edition prints for sale in
the Eagle’s leather shop. De Lange is also plan-
ningto sell greeting cards featuring a photo of
the recreated Mary’s mural, with profits going
toward maintaining Doyle’s website.

A Commitment to History

When De Lange bought the 611 bar, he retained
several built-in trophy cases on the first floor
that display leather/denim-club trophies. The
trophy cases cause De Lange to smile as he
points out that they originally housed live chick-
ens when the building was a grocery store.

Several 611 scrapbooks that were inherited
from the previous owner will be donated to the
University of Houston’s new LGBT History
Collections archive, along with De Lange’s
planning sketches, blueprints, and other mate-
rials documenting the creation of the Phoenix
Room. During aleather weekend this com-
ing fall, De Lange hopes to bring Swoveland
to Houston to see his recreated mural and to
greet fans of his artwork.

The Phoenix Room is open weekends start-
ing at 9 p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays, and at
4 p.m. on Sundays. The room is available for
meetings, private parties, receptions, and
fundraisers. Rental rates vary, based on the
day of the week and how much staffis required
to service the event.

The Diana Foundation was the first to book
afunction in the room, at which they honored
De Lange. The next booked event is the LGBT
Alumni Association of the University of Houston.

De Lange says customers often get teary-
eyed as they see reminders of their younger
days, or gaze at the recreated Mary’s mural.
Younger patrons show a profound interestin a
past they know nothing about.

Buildings rise and fall. Bars open and close.
People and organizations come and go. Lead-
ers and traditions change with regularity.
Triumphs are celebrated, and tragedies are
mourned. To know where we are headed, we
must consider where we have been. To under-
stand who we are, we must reflect on who we
were. And amidst this constant evolution, the
only anchor is our history.

Brandon Wolfis a frequent contributor to
OurSMART magazine.

BarberiSenviceYAvailable)

515 Westheimer, 713.524.7858
www. Hialiir:Sfalllo/n/H|o/u/sitio/nl.clom

Mon. - Fri. 10am - 7pm | Sat. 10am - 5pm | Sun. Closed

danilo Novoa, lcsw
Counselor ® Psychotherapist

EMDR « CBT « Pain Management
Mindfulness Based CT « PTSD
Bipolar Disorders » Depression « Anxiety
Body Image - Bilingual

713.992.5010

\
ANDY’S ALL-STAR

PEST CONTROL
—713-732-7742

Complete Pest Control Service
6 Month Warranty - on Standard Pest Control

This is Termite Swarming Season
Call us to Protect your Investment

Call

for a free quote

¥ e

Andy Sassie - Quner
A TPCL# 13558 3

OutSmartMagazine.com |

YEAH!

WE'RE BACK!

Greenbriar Dr.®

B

Gables Resideriol Midrise

RUGGLES GREEN

RIVER OAKS

NOW OPEN!

2305 West Alabama
Houston, TX 77098
713.533.0777

.com/riveroaks

rugglesg
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ACCOMMODATIONS/HOTELS

CLEANING SERVICES

Elan Heights

ElanHeights.com.............cccummmneees 713/861-2700
Elan Memorial Park
ElanMemorialPark.com............... 877/514-4863

L’Emerson Corporate Lodging
Lemerson.net

Perfection Plus

713/664-9911

CLOTHING/FASHION

ACCOUNTANTS/BOOKKEEPERS/ CPAS

The lvy League of Menswear
ThelvyLeagueMensShop.com .... 832/559-3535

Gary Gritz, CPA

230 Westcott, Ste 210 ......ccceuunneee 713/784-3030
Paramount Bookkeeping Services
ParamountBookkeeping.net.....713/623-12100

COMMUNITY/NONPROFIT

Gym
1501 DUFRAM coovveeeeeeeeeenennnnnns 713/880-9191
FLOORING / CARPETING

Floor Coverings International
HoustonHeights.FloorCoveringsinternational.com
832/305-5204

Wells and Son LLC Floorcare
WellsAndSonFloorCare.com...... 713/204-8698

ADULT
Executive Adult Video
14002 Northwest Fwy.................. .713/462-5152
Megaflixxx
5909 Richmond.... ..713/780-1827
ADVERTISING
OutSmart Magazine
3406 Audubon..............ceeeeererrrennee 713/520-7237

AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING

Newport Air

newportair.net .... 281/808-8630

Bering Support Network
............................................... 713-526-1017, ext.20
Diana Foundation

....................................... TheDianaFoundation.org
Greater Houston LGBT Chamber of Commerce
HoustonLGBTChamber.com......... 832-510-3002
Leshian Health Initiative (LHI)

401 Branard.......oooccooccsssscciins Ihihouston.org
Leshians Over Fifty (L.0.A.F.)
............................................ www.loafhouston.org
MyGayHouston.com

.............................. MyGayHouston.com/discover
Pet Patrol

ThePetPatrol.org

Ryan White Planning Council
rwpCHOUSLON.OG ..ovvvrveverrcerrienns 713-572-3724

ARCHITECTS

COMPUTERS/INTERNET/IT SERVICES

Morningside Architects
MorningsideArchitects.com.......713/529-2630

ASTROLOGER
Lilly Roddy Astrology
713/529-5842

ATTORNEYS/LEGAL SERVICES

Warren Diepraam

www.LooneyConrad.com............ 281-597-8818
Gonzalez Olivieri LLC
gonzalezolivierillc.com............... 713/481-3040
Katine & Nechman LLP

1834 Southmore. ..........ccccccocccerres 713/808-1001
Law Office of Robert Hohenberger

2500 Wilcrest, Ste 300................. 713/680-9454
Moore and Hunt Attorneys at Law
MooreandHunt.com...........ccoeu..... 713/522-4282

Clyde Williams, Attorney
713/236-0064

Copy.com

1201-F Westheimer...............uee 713/528-1201
ENTERTAINMENT/NIGHT LIFE

Bayou City Bar & Grill

2409 Grant St... .BayouCityBar.com

Bradley David Entertainment
BradleyDavidEntertainment.com........ 713/487-6076

F*Bar

202 TUAM..ccvreeenrrseereaeeeeaeees FBARHouston.com
George Country Sports Bar

617 FQIIVIEW ..covvvveeeennreeeeereeeeennenes 713/528-8102
Guava Lamp

570 Waugh DI ......coeeeeeeeeeeennnnnns 713/524-3359
Houston Eagle

611 Hyde Park..........ccooumrmeeeees HoustonEagle.com
JR’s/Santa Fe

808 PaCifiC...oourreerrrreerrrreneeeenns 713/521-2519
Lake Charles

Visitlakecharles.org/greattimes....800/456-7952
RadioPride.FM

FOOD/SPECIALTY & SPIRITS

Dripping Springs Vodka & Gin
................................... drippingspringsvodka.com
Spec’s

specsonling.com .......reeeeeeennens 888/526-8787

HEALTH CARE/PHARMACIES

South Side Pharmacy
SSIX.COM c.vvvveererssssenssssssssensssssanne 713/660-8888

HEALTH CARE-PHYSICIANS

Octavio Barrios, MD

507 West Gray ...713/942-7546
7106 Spencer Highway .. ..281/542-9400
Carroll Clinic/James M. Carroll MD, AAHIVS
Donnie Harvey, MPAS, PA-C

4101 Greenbriar, Set 208............. 713/520-6360
Gordon Crofoot, MD

Maggie White, FNP-BC

HAIR/NAIL/MAKE-UP SALONS

NU-Cuts Hair Salon
515 WeStheimer ...........eeeeeeeeeeees 713/524-7858

HEALTH CARE-CHIROPRACTIC

3701 Kirby, Ste 1230 .coooovvveeeeeeeens 713/526-0005
McClung Clinic/Tony S. McClung, MD
1213 Hermann, Ste 520......cc....... 713/528-3444

M. Sandra Scurria, MD
6565 West Loop South, Ste 300..281/661-5901

HEALTH CARE-PLASTIC SURGERY

Kirby Health & Wellness/Kenneth W. Lester, D.C.

1603 Shepherd.........cccuueeeeeerreennnns 713/526-5252
HEALTH CARE-COUNSELING/THERAPY

D. “Woodja” Flanigan, MS, LPA

2600 SW Fwy, Ste 409 ........ceeee 713/589-9804

Denise 0’Doherty,LPC,LMFT,LCDC,RN

3730 Kirby Dr., Ste. 910................ 713/524-8525

Dr. Barry F. Gritz, MD

230 Westcott, Ste 210 .................. 713/869-7400

Emergent Pathways

emergepsych.com ..............ueeeeeeer 346/701-1300

Ken McLeod, LCSW, ACSW

5909 W Loop S, Ste 480 .............. 713/628-1776

The Montrose Center

401 Branard........ceeeeeeeeusssneees 713/529-0037

Danilo Novoa, LCSW

IWantCounseling.com. ..........cooe... 713/992-5010

Robert Snellgrove, LMSW-ACP

4617 Montrose, Ste C206............ 713/522-7014

Christine Wysong

230 Westcott.Ste 210 ........cccuvveeee 713/869-7400

HEALTH CARE-DENTISTS

Samuel A. Carrell, DDS/Bruce W. Smith, DDS

1006 MiSSOUIi ..vvvveveeeereeeeeeeeeeeeenes 713/529-4364

Bayou City Smiles/Marcus de Guzman, DDS

2313 Edwards St., Ste. 150............. 713/518-1411

Bayou City Smiles/ Cynthia Corral, DDS

Camille G. Cash M.D.
Camillecashmd.com........ccoouu.... 713/571-0600

HEALTH CARE-SERVICES

Community Hep C Clinic
CommunityHepCClinic.com....... 832/831-7770
Houston Area Community Services/HACS

2150 W 18th St. weveeeeeeeeereernnrrnnenns 713/426-0027
Legacy Community Health Services

1415 California Street................... 832/548 5000
Ryan White Planning Council
RWPCHouStON.Org.....ccovevveeeeaa 713/572-3784
St. Hope Foundation

OfferingHope.org ........cccoueeeeeeeeees 713/778-1300

HEALTH CARE-SKIN CARE

Heights Dermatology/Alpesh Desai, MD

2120 Ashland...........ccccooccmuvrnnnns 713/864-2650
Skin Renaissance Laser/Octavio Barrios, MD
507 West Gray........cccoooeeeerveensreeens 713/942-7546

The Skin Renewal Center/Patrick J. McNamara MD
1512 W. Alabama St.... ..713/533-0800

HEALTH CARE-UROLOGISTS

McClung Clinic/Tony S. McClung, MD
1213 Hermann, Ste 520................ 713/528-3444

HEALTH CARE-WEIGHT LOSS CLINICS

Dr. B-Fit/ Octavio Barrios, MD

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS .RadioPride.FM 2313 Edwards St., Ste 150........... 713/518-1411 517 West Gray . ..713/942-7546
Teoh Auto Maint Rich’s Houston Goryv\ll.oga;, DDS The Skin Renewal Center/Patrick J. McNamara MD
ech Auto Maintenance 2401 5aN JACiNtO e RichsNightClub.com 530 WAl T13/942:8598 1572 W, Alabama St....vee 713/533-0800
ATV DO 713/863-8244 Rudyard’s Polish Dentistry, Dianna Wilde, DDS
2010 Waugh oo 713/521-0521 514 EIgin, Ste A.....coeeeeerrrrreeernrneenes 713/942-0101 "HOME FURNISHINGS/ACCESSORIES
AUTOMOTIVE SALES 8n. - / LifeSmiles by Randy Mitchmore, DDS OME FURNISHINGS/ACCESSORIES
- Smart Financial Centre/Sugar Land W. Alab Cantoni
Beck & Masten Buick/GMC 18111 Lexington Blvd......smartfinancialcentre.net 1722 W. Alabam ... 713/592-9300 9389 Westheimer................... cantoni.com
LPL T et [ A— 888/690-4291 South Beach Bruce W. Smith, DDS/Bruce Smith, DDS Fountains and Statuary
Clear Lake Fiat 810 PACIHTIC oo 713/529-7623 1005-N|ISSOUI'I ................................ 713/529-4364 11804 Hempstead Rd...........cco..... 713/957-3672
15695 Gulf Freeway...........cc.ccceennns 281/617-4923 Stages Theatre Sunlight Dental Group Iconic Systems Home Audio Store
Central Houston Cadillac StagesTheatre.com ... 713-527-0123  sunlightDentalGroup.com......... 832-243-1740 1707 Waugh Drcveeevsvrerrsorcns 713/933-0606
2520 MaiN St.ovveesereesereesssnns 832/981-7590  Theatre Under the Stars
Central Houston Nissan JLLUZLIC(oT) | O 713/558-TUTS HEALTH CARE - RECOVERY CENTERS :g?:crsxggilélNG/RENOVA'"ONS
2901 S. Loop W. FWY ...coverserrce 713/349-6146  Tony's Corner Pocket Kemah Palms Recovery www.truegridpaver.com
BAKERIES/CUSTOM CAKES 817 W Dallas ..o 832/722-7658  WWW.Kemahpalms.com...........713-568-1210 o HTUeBTICpaver.
q S
‘Acadian Bakers FERTILITY/GYNECOLOGY HEALTH CARE-OPHTHALMOLOG'STS uniquebuilderstexas.com............. 713/263-8138
604 W. AlabaMaeemoooo 713/520-1484 ‘Asnire Fertilit Houston Eye Associates/Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD
) : / spire Fertiy ) 5420 Dashwood, Ste 107 ... 713/668-9118 INSURANCE AGENCIES/AGENTS
David Alcorta Catering AspireFertility.com.................713/425-3003 E. Bailey Moore
davidalcorta.net............ccooeeevervvnnee 832/439-0224 Houston Fertility Specialists 1(;35 Richmond Ave. 713/522-6511
Dessert Gallery www fertilityspecialists.net......... 713/512-7900 HEALTH CARE-OPTOMETRISTS Hotam Foteh InsuranceAgency /
DessertGallery.com............cccc... 713-522-9999 Boutique Eye Care Farmers Insurance
FINANCIAL PLANNING/BANKS 2502 Woodhead . ~T13/5282010 12605 SWN. Fwy., Ste. 565.........281/565-4800
- CATERING SERVICES Grace Yung/Midtown Financial Eye Contact v /
g“",': ‘I"°°“a Catering 3355 Alabama, Ste 180.............. 713/355-9833 2055 Westheimer ................. 713/520-6600 JEWELERS
avidalcorta.net............uuveeevesreeens 832/439-0224 Wells Fargo Bank Eye Gallery Silverlust
Jim Benton of Houston Catering www.WellsFargo.com 1806B Westheimer-. ..713/523-1279 1338-C Westheimer ... 713/520-5440
2811 Eastman .........ooooeeeeeeeeeeeeerenens 713/802-2860 2542 Amherst 32/831-7253 Zadok
- FITNESS CLUBS/PERSONAL TRAINERS 1700 Post Oak Blvd, Ste 110.........713/622-7470 ZadoK.COM ..o 713/960-8950
i FHURCI-_IES/SPIRITUAI. CENTERS Club Houston River Oaks Vision
‘I‘.Bvllrllsgral\:l‘?glg‘l:hurch §32/971-0364 2205 FaNNIN coveeereernesenesenren 713/659-4998 1426 W. Gray.ovseorerseererseernssee 713/640-2020 MASSAGE THERAPISTS
FASL e D Cookson Fitness Spectacles on Montrose Ryan Fugate, RMT
Resurrection MCC Dwayne Cookson. ... 281/960 6301 4317 Montrose, Ste. 2 e.oooovveeerrrn. 713/529-3937 RyanMassageWorks.com............. 713/269-7926
2025 W TR ccoeeeenniennnenns 713/861-9149 Fit Athletic Club Spring Eye Associates Joel Leal, RMT
St Paul’s United Methodist Church F1GTTE (0 N0y PO—— TI3/STAYFIT 6640 Cypresswood. ... 281/355-9090 713/397-8808
5501 MM wcovveereeeerreenreseeneenees 713/528-0527 Fitness by Leslie
Mcneely100 @gmail.com........... 281/546-0040
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PEST CONTROL SERVICES

Andy’s All Star Pest Control
713/732-7742

PET SERVICES & SUPPLIES
Aquarium World
13157 Northwest Fwy............cccc... 713/329-9989
Last Wishes
www.lastwishes.com........cco........ 713/452-0474
Midtown Veterinary Hospital
MidtownVetHospital.com............ 713-528-4900

Molly’s Mutthouse
3407 Montrose
3410 N. Shepherd ... 713/426-6888
2755 Vossdale 281/501-9062
Spay-Neuter Assistance Program

SNAPUS.OTG. covveereerrreeerresssssessennens 713/862-3863
West Alabama Animal Clinic

2030 W. Alabama...........cccccerreeennnns 713/528-0818

832/581-2453

2521 University BIvd .............cccee 713/520-8888
Dessert Gallery
DessertGallery.com..........cooueeeees 713-522-9999
Giacomo’s

3215 Westheimer.............ccooeeeeeenns 713/522-1934
Gloria’s

2616 Louisiana............. GloriasRestaurants.com
Laurenzo’s Restaurant

4412 Washington ... 713/880-5111
Rudyard’s

b1 (R TTT:{ 713/521-0521
Ruggles River Oaks

2305 West Alabama............cccenn. 713/533-0777

TELEPHONES/CELL/WIRELESS

Premier Wireless

PHOTOGRAPHERS

Dalton DeHart Photography
DaltonDehart.com.......ccccc..cvssennens 713/622-2202
Yvonne Feece Photography
yvonnefeece.com ........ooveerens 832/876-1053

PHOTOGRAPHY

Houston Camera Exchange
5900 Richmond Ave............ccceeeees 713/789-6901

12220 MUIPhY .coooeeeeeereeeeeeeeeeeees 281/575-8500
TRAVEL/TRAVEL AGENCIES

Aquafest

Aquafestcruises.com.................... 800/592-9058

Concierge Travel, Inc

4920 Mimosa... ..713/661-2117

Gayribbean Cruises

GayribbeanCruises.com.............. 877/560-8318

World Q Travel

WorldQTravel.com. 936/828-4294

WEDDING SERVICES - BAKERS

PLUMBING

U-Plumb-It Plumbing Supply
1424 MoNtrose ......ouvemssmsssssssenes 713-942-2277
Village Plumbing & Appliance
LY L J 11— 713/224-DRIP(3747)

POOL & POOL SERVICES

Acadian Bakers

604 W. Alabama........coccceermrreerenns 713/520-1484
David Alcorta Catering
davidalcorta.net..................ccers 832/439-0224
Dessert Gallery
DessertGallery.com.........cccooeeeeees 713-522-9999

Tranquility Pools
713/447-9201

PRINTING/COPY CENTERS

Copy.com
1201-F Westheimer............ccoouuvuuen. 713/528-1201

PSYCHIC READERS

WEDDING SERVICES - CATERERS

David Alcorta Catering

davidalcorta.net...........occcoucccie 832/439-0224
Jim Benton of Houston Catering
2811 Eastman ........cccoveeeeeeerennennes 713/802-2860

WEDDING SERVICES - CLOTHIERS

Readings by LA
readingbyLA.COM ....eeuuvrreccrrrrrnenns 832/856-2188

The Ivy League of Menswear
ThelvyLeagueMensShop.com...832/559-3535

WEDDING SERVICES-PHOTOGRAPHERS

Available for all your Commercial and Residential Real Estate Needs

.. . Commearcial
b Gary Greene Properties

 The Wosdiands

Betier GARY
h}l"""““‘ GREENE

& i

Lynette Lew . 713.582.2202
Residential and Commercial Realtor

Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate Gary Greene
Gary Greene Commercial Properties

Lynette@LynetteLew.com | www.LynetteLew.com

REAL ESTATE-MORTGAGE/TITLE

Academy Mortgage/Cody Grizzoffi

601 Sawyer Street, Ste 660.......... 832/541-1103
Stewart Title/Michael Caballero

603 W. 11th oo 713/401-1850

Dalton DeHart Photography

REAL ESTATE-REALTORS

Bob Beszhorn/Boulevard Realty

1545 HEights .....oooovvveemreeeeeeeeenneens 281/650-2726
David Bowers/The House Company/Galveston
David@DavidBowers.com.......... 409/763-2800
Martha Turner Properties

Marthaturner.com........... 713/520-1981
Karen Derr/Karen Derr Realty
karenderr.com ... 713/875-7050

Jeremy Fain/Greenwood King Properties
713/677-4337
Debbie Levine/Greenwood King Properties
713/942-6857
Lynette Lew/Better Homes and Gardens

LynetteLew.com... ...713/582-2202
Richard Molnar

The ApartmentGuru.com............. 832-724-9656
Vinod Ramani/Urban Living Realtors

5023 Washington.............. 713/868-7226
Tom Schwenk/The House Company
TheHouseCompany.com.............. 713-857-2309

Tim Surratt/Greenwood King

713/320-5881
VJ Tramonte/Joe Tramonte Realty

1802 Broadway/Galveston.......... 409/765-9837
Andy Weber/John Daugherty Realtors

520 Post Oak ... 713/724-4306

DaltonDehart.com..............ccoeemneens 713/622-2202

Yvonne Feece Photography

yvonnefeece.com ... 832/876-1053
WEDDING SERVICES - PLANNERS

A Day To Remember

www.daytoremember.net............. 713/862-1751

Gray & Associates Events

NumberiEventPlanner.com......... 713/931-9168

Rexberry Luxury Weddings & Events

9317 B Katy FWY...ooooeeeeeeeeneeee 832/799-1449
832/788-1843

WEDDING SERVICES - SERVICES

Bradley David Entertainment
BradleyDavidEntertainment.com...713/487-6076
Harmony Strings String Quartet

. ...www.harmonystrings.com

WEDDING SERVICES - VENUES

RESTAURANTS/COFFEE/WINE BARS

1308 Annex

322 WesStheimer............ueeveeeeeeeees 713/807-8101
1308 Cantina

1308 MONEroSe .......ceeeeereeerecenreeena 281/807-8996
Acadian Bakers

604 W.AIQbaMA .....ooeeeerreeeerreeeeenns 713/520-1484
Baba Yega

2607 Grant Street ..........cooeeuvrnnenns 713/522-0042

1940 Air Terminal Museum

AirTerminalMusem.org..............713/454-1940

Haak Vineyards & Winery
HaakWine.com...........eeeeeeeeeeeneens 409/925-1401
Water’s Edge Venue

901 Nasa Parkway..........coouveeeeeeees 281/291-9900

Thank You
for supporting
OutSmart
advertisers!

Want to have your business
listed here? Call 713/520-7237
for advertising rates.

I eleome to

“Serving good
‘ol home-style

cooking from
the other side
of our family’s

heritage.” Domenic Laurenzo

Executive Chef & Co-Owner

L

Come see why cooking from scratch

5@@ tastes betterr!

Part of the El Tiempo
Cantina family

3
®2) (713)880-5111

RESTAURANT laurenzos.net

4412 Washington Ave, Houston, TX 77007
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COMPUTER SERVICES

Real help. s

C
PCHamelech

In-Home
Computer Services

Y 832.496.9246

R SERVICE

HOME & OFFICE
CLEANING

DESIGNATED
DRIVER SERVICE

PROMINENT LOCAL
CATERING COMPANY

NOW HIRING

* Waiters ¢ Bartenders
¢ Chefs ¢ Event Managers

INTERVIEWING
THURSDAY, FEB. 18TH
CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

713/932-8335

“Helping you feel
empowered to live
the life you want.”

HOUSTON PRIDE RIDERS
A new LGBT motorcycle riding group is being
put together for those in the Houston area who
like to get out and ride! I'd love to have group
rides/social gatherings every month, possible
fund raiser rides for the community, etc.. All
motorcycle types welcome - From Harley's to
Hayabusa’s, crotch rockets and cruisers - all
are welcome. All rider experiences welcome!
Please contact jasonmwilson@sbcglobal.net
or look for Houston Pride Riders on Facebook.

MONTROSE

OFFICE SPACE
Perfect for
Psychotherapist, Personal
Coach, etc. Utilities,
Phone, Voicemail
included. 24 hour, 7 day
access. $650/mo.
(713) 817- 4507
AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY

GALVESTON
PROPERTIES

1819 Sealy  3/2 Circa 1904 Victorian
on a lovely street...$310,000

3810 Ave M ¢ Nicholas Clayton
designed in 1895... $109,500

1715 Market St. Circa 1885.
6/2.5...$284,500

1623 Ave N ©2/2...$119,500

David Bowers, Realtor
409-763-2800

MASSAGE & BODYWORK

Reward Yourself

A NIGE TOUCH, RELAXATION
OF BODY AND MIND BY

LEE

Centrally Located; 7 Days,
Evenings, Out Calls Welcome

832.978.7017

92 |

FEBRUARY 2017 | OutSmartMagazine.com

MASSAGE & BODYWORK

Your “ahhh” moment.
Delivered!

713-240-9598

Ken Claude, LMT

OUTCALL MASSAGE
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

HEALTH SERVICES

Colon Hydrotherapy
HC3 Wellness is a state of the art center which
promotes internal cleansing and detoxification

through regimens of “Colon Hydrotherapy” and

“lonic Foot Detox.” Located in the heart of the
Medical Center. 713.667.8600.
www.hc3wellness.com.

HAVE YOU BEEN

MANSCAPED

LATELY?

The Wax Master

Specializing in Men's Body Waxing

713.600.1027

-

ALL ACCESS

FREE
1 713.590.9090

oTHER cITIES 1.877.510.3344
¥ HARDLINECHAT.COM

¥

100% Natural & Organic
Ingredients to Boost your
Immune System, detox,
anti-oxidize and rejuvenate cells
in 3 Months or Your Money Back.

HealthyRich e 713-826-7048

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

TO HELP PET OWNERS WITH HEALTH CHALLENGES

KEEP THEIR COMPANION PETS

WWW.THEPETPATROL.ORG

281.733.7696

PETPATROLPARTNERS@SBCGLOBAL.NET

pet patrolZZ

A PEOPLE PET PARTNERSHIP

MARKETPLACE

ADVERTISING RATES

Deadline:
Feb. 15 for the March Issue.
For rates/information
call 713/520-7237 ext. 10.
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GAYEST

& GREATEST

2016
* W *

Voted Houstons best
massage therapist,

2009, 2010, 2011,
2012,2014,2015 & 2016!

-outsmart magazine

*

Thank you again
to my OutSmart
readers for voting me
Best Astrologer for
all of these years”

U BE PRUUD UF WHU YUU=AR

i
oulL

Relationship readings-=personal / business

Presentations & lectures to organizations

lillycath@aol.com » www.lillyroddy.com

(el =2

MAINTENANCE

» 20+Years Experience in Houston
« State-of-the-Art Auto Repair Facility

, TR VOTED BEST
* Mechanics Specializing in AUTO MECHANICS
Both Domestic Import Vehicles by OutSmart Readers
2013-2016

* Quality, Reliable and Professional
Service at Competitive Rates

* Guaranteed Parts & Services

* Hours: Monday-Friday 7am-6pm

» 24/7 Towing Direct to Tech Auto
Call 281/858-0994

National instituted for
A=y
WX EXCELLENCE BOBBY HARTING, OWNER

37 Waugh Drive * Houston, TX 77007
TechAutoMaintenance.com

Sprint

Authorized
Retaller

Buy one 64GB iPhone 6,
Get a second for free.
Credit approval required. Offer ends soon. ‘

Fly free and save 50%
on your cell phone bill

Switch to Sprint and save 50% off Verizon, -~
AT&T and T-Mobile rate plans and 25,000 6@
American Airlines miles. Plus, mention h
OutSmart and get free activation.

4

Exclusively from Premier Wireless. )
Call: (832) 781-1941 Ayl

With new account & 1 new activation. Restrictions apply. See Premier for details.
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_MON-SAT 7AM- 2M,1
SUN11AM=2AM | E
_KITCHEN OPEN |
FORLUNCH AND DINNER-
(2409 6RANTST. AL

 COMMUNITY
o SINCE 2008
BAYOUCITYBAR.COM

Your Country Sports Bar
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If you want to drink, that’s your business.

If you want to stop, that’s ours.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

Hundreds of meetings a week in your area.
Call (713) 686-6300 or visit www.aahouston.org
For general information visit: www.aa.org

Houston

13 ENTERTAINMENT
This comfortable club located in the
Heights is a convenient alternate to
inner-Montrose haunts. Patrons journey
past the comfy seating and romantic light-
ing to find a spacious patio where they
sometimes fire up the barbecue grill. 1537
N. Shepherd « 713.426.1313.

BAYOU CITY BAR & GRILL
This always-fun party bar opens daily
(7am-2am Mon.-Sat., 11am-2am Sun.),
serving fantastic food (11am-9pm) daily.
Fifty-cent wing specials on Tuesday
and Thursday pack the house. “Let Us
Entertain You” with our Sunday drag
performances. Party promotions nightly.
2409 Grant St. » 713.522.2867 *
bayoucitybar.com.

BLUR
This multi-level dance club features a patio
upstairs lounge and balconies that over-
look Pacific St. Ladies enjoy Wet and Wild
Wed., 18-year-olds are welcome on Thurs.,
resident DJ Lorenzo spins Wed.-Sat.
nights, DJ Pollo spins Karumba Latin night
on Sun. Happy hour 8-10pm; free cover
before 11pm. 710 Pacific St. « blurbar.com.

CLUB 2020
Located downtown, this urban club
features Clubbers Friday with male and
female dancers. Its 6,400 square feet also
offers theater-sized viewing screens and
VIP rooms. 2020 Leeland « 713.227. 9667 *
club2020houston.com.

CLUB CRYSTAL
If you miss the now-closed Inergy, you'll
find many of its former staff, manage-
ment, and décor at this two-room Latin/
hip-hop club. Sunday evening drag shows
rule the roost. 6680 Southwest Frwy,
next to Colorado * 713.278.2582 +
crystaltheclub.com.

CROCKER BAR
Resident DJ Johnny spins on Fri. and
Sat. nights at this comfortably remod-
eled Montrose nightspot that also offers

karaoke on Tuesdays and Thursdays and
extended happy-hour prices throughout
the week. 2312 Crocker » 713.529.3355.

F BAR
Award-winning DJs spin nightly at this
“"boutique nightclub” that offers elegance
without arrogance and features a stage,
dance floor, VIP area, glass-encased
quiet bar, and attractive patio. Tues. and
Sun. drag shows feature frequent special
guests. 202 Tuam St. « fbarhouston.com ¢
713.522.3227.

GEORGE
Regulars rule at this comfortable
neighborhood sports bar, just like most
other neighborhood sports bars in town.
Sports Saturdays and Sundays start at 3pm
with dart and pool tournaments. 617
Fairview « 713.528.8102.

GUAVA LAMP
This trendy and friendly video and cruise
bar gets busy during happy hour and stays
busy ‘til closing. Karaoke on Wed. and
Sun., sometimes offering prizes, always
packs the place. 570 Waugh Dr. «
713.524.3359 « guavalamphouston.com.

HOUSTON EAGLE
Part of the Eagle worldwide family, originat-
ing in 1970, this neighborhood watering
spot is the place to cruise and dance and
was recently voted Houston's Favorite Gay
Bar. Featuring DJs on the weekends and the
birthplace of the hit remix team Dirty Disco.
Multiple patios. Featuring a 29-degree pour
and 12 beers on tap. The inside leather
shop is open the same hours as the bar.
M-F 4 pm-2am, Sat. & Sun. noon-2am.
611 Hyde Park Blvd. « houstoneagle.com.

JR’S BAR & GRILL
With house emcee Kofi, OutSmart’s Gayest
and Greatest reigning drag champion,
this Montrose standard offers drag and
strip shows throughout the week, karaoke
Thurs. and Sun., plus pool tables, male
dancers, and award-winning cocktails.
808 Pacific St. « jrsbarandgrill.com «
713.521.2519.

A
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Behind the Bar

WHO: Jessica Curry

WHERE:

South Beach

810 Pacific St.

713.529.SOBE

WHAT’S UP:

South Beach

has some

exciting times

coming up

with all the

RuPaul’s

Drag Race

season-nine

contestants coming on Saturdays. In
addition to that we're proud to still have
the largest & multi award-winning drag
show on Thursdays with no cover. Open
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. Always
18+ to party. See you on the dance floor!

MICHAEL'S OUTPOST
Jerry Atwood, Clay Howell, Neil Massey,
Steve Wheaton, and Roger Woest take
turns at the keys at this comfortable
neighborhood piano bar. 1419 Richmond
Ave. * 713.520.8446.

NEON BOOTS

DANCEHALL & SALOON
Houston's only LGBT country dancehall is
located in the historic Esquire Ballroom
and opens Wednesday-Sunday. The
new outside patio and stage are open.
Wednesday features Steak Night and Bin-
go. Free dance classes on Thursdays and
Karaoke. Saturday night the dance floor
fills with the best C&W . . . check their
website for all specials, events and times.
11410 Hempstead Hwy  neonbootsclub.
com * 713.677.0828.

PEARL BAR
This LGBT-friendly lounge is open under
“familiar” management in the Washington
corridor. Daily highlights range from open
mic night to steak night to appearances by
DJ Kittie and DJ Ben Phoenix from
KRBE. Drink specials and more. 4216
Washington « pearlhouston.com.

RICH’S HOUSTON
Houston’s most iconic and largest LGBT
dance club, with multiple levels featuring a
video/show bar and a private VIP lounge.
Originally built to be the Studio 54 of tﬁe
South, Rich’s boasts world-renowned DJs
and entertainers. No cover before 10:30
p.m. 2401 San Jacinto * 281.846.6685 *
richsnightclub.com.

THE RIPCORD
This well-kept, multi-roomed leather
bar for men and their friends boasts a
busy patio, especially on the weekends.
The Black Hawk Leather shop is located

inside the club, providing BDSM essentials.

715 Fairview Ave. « 713.521.2792.

RUDYARD'S
The eclectic British pub is known for its
craft beers as well as for the burgers. Most
weekends you'll find up-and-coming local
bands rocking the house. 2010 Waugh Dr.
* rudyardspub.com ¢ 713.521.0521.

SOUTH BEACH
This mega-dance club is a frequent win-
ner of OutSwarT's Gayest and Greatest
awards, with DJ Eddie E spinning on Fri,,
and DJ Joe Ross playing pop & dance
music videos on Sat. No cover before
11pm. 810 Pacific St. » sobehouston.com
* 713.529.SOBE.

TC'S SHOWBAR
With the longest daily happy hours in
Montrose (8am-10pm), it's no wonder
this neighborhood watering hole is so
popular. Owner Tim Pugh says TC's has
built quite a reputation as the perfect
spot to celebrate special occasions. Other
big draws are the drag shows Wednes-
day-Sunday and karaoke Monday &
Wednesday. 817 Fairview * 713.526.2625 *
tcsshowbar.com.

TONY’S CORNER POCKET
This comfortable club located close to
downtown has one of the friendliest bar
staffs in town, both inside & outside at its
patio bar. The raised stage where local
charities perform also features an
amateur dance contest each Thurs., Fri.,
& Sat. at 11pm. Opens daily at noon. 817
W. Dallas * 713.571.7870 « tonyscorner
pocketbar.com.

VIVIANA'S
This club, in a new location, appeals to
fans of Latino music and drag alike. 4624
Dacoma ¢ 713.681.4104.

Beaumont

ORLEANS STREET PUB AND PATIO
The place to hang for food, fun, and booze
in a newly renovated pub, in good weather
or bad. Open every night from 7pm-2am.
650 Orleans « 409.835.4243.

Bryan/College Station

HALO VIDEO BAR
The only LGBT dance club in Bryan/
College station, this sleek spot is open
Thurs.~Sat. Smack in the middle of
Ag%ieland, “our venue is always packed
with the hotties,” the owners promise. 121
North Main « 979.823.6174 « halobcs.com.

Galveston

23RD ST. STATION
A new face on the Island bar scene is here.
The bar features a neighborhood-bar feel
with octane. Drink specials daily and
the weekend is filled with pulsing music,
hot dancers, drag shows, and a Sunday
Tea Dance. 1706 23rd St. * 409.621.1808.

ROBERT’S LAFITTE
A neighborhood bar, the Island institution
attracts a colorful crowd of regulars and
travelers. The private patio includes a
swimming pool. On Sat. and Sun. nights,
the Ladies of Lafitte show takes the stage.
2501 Avenue Q (at 25th) * 409.765.9092.

Spring

RANCH HILL SALOON
With its two pool tables, 52-inch plasma
televisions, and large dance floor, this
popular northside spot also offers DJs
Thursday-Saturday. 247041 1-45N Suite
103 * 281.298.9035  ranchhill.com.

THE ROOM BAR AND LOUNGE
One of only two LGBT hangouts in North
Houston/Spring, this bar and video lounge
has a laidback atmosphere where every-
one is welcome and everyone is friendly
to each other. The Room Bar and Lounge
offers something for everyone, including
daily drink specials, karaoke, free pool,
drag shows, and live DJs several nights a
week. 4915 FM 2920 « roombarspring.com
*281.907.6866. W
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Join-Us For-Our Bic
GamME WaTcH PARTY!

DELICIOUS BURGERS * SUCCULENT PULLED PORK TACOS
FABULOUS FISH & CHIPS * AN ARRAY OF CRAFT BEERS

RUDYARD S

2010 Waugh | 713:821.0821 | 11:30am—2am Everyday | www.rudyardspub.com

SUNDAY PATIO PARTY

JR’s Bar & Grill’s

WHAT THE DUCK SHOW!
Wednesdays, 8:30pm

TONY’S CORNER POCKET

817 W. Dallas « 713/571-7870

New Discount Locker Passes!
7 for S70

- Membership required

\

A PRIVATE MEN'
2205 Fannin Street » Houston * (713)659-4998 » www.theclubs.com
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Get Projects
Started

Strong period of retrogrades.

projects started. Essentially, this means we are

in a strong period of retrogrades from February
22 through May 7. With Venus retrograde, we will
reexamine our investments, our sense of self-worth, the
viability of our relationships, and what makes us really
happy. It's also not the best time to start a new rela-
tionship, but a great time to have an old lover return!
After examining your financial foundation, you may
reconsider your current investments, put yourself on a
budget, or look for ways to take advantage of skills
you have but don't use. With both the Venus and Mer-
cury retrogrades dovetailing each other, February 22
through May 7 is going to be a big time for rethinking!

February should be the month you get all of your

ARIES (March 21-April 19). This month is a mixed
bag of energy for you. Normally during this time of the
year, you are still busy with activities left over from the
holidays. With Mars (your ruler) in Aries, you will have
plenty of extra energy to get those tasks done. You
may feel that everything and everyone is demanding
that you respond immediately—and they are! February
is always a good time for you to connect with com-
munity groups, or with your like-minded friends. By

the end of the month you are ready for some rest and
retreat, even though you are still in demand.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). During the first half of
February you are busy focusing on career and securi-
ty. Friends and business groups can be very supportive
of your current plans. This could be a good month for
you to take on a leadership role in a business or com-
munity group. Near the end of the month, you are in a
period of rest and retreat. And with your ruling planet,
Venus, going retrograde from February 22 through
April 29, you are going to take a good look at yourself
from the inside out! The latter part of the month can be
a good time for a spiritual retreat, or just to get some
time to yourself. Choose your company carefully.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). As the month begins, you
are still focused on your career and long-term security.
In the second week, you are connecting more to the
public side of your life. Your views will impact others.
During this time, it's very important to be very honest
with yourself and with others—but especially with your-
self. Deceptions will be found out easily, and that may
hurt your reputation if you are not clear about your
motives. Nevertheless, this is a time for you to step up
and take a leadership role with a clear head and a
pure heart. Choose your cohorts carefully, as you will
be questioning your relationship with them.
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CANCER (June 22-July 22). Your career sector is
especially active this month with Venus going retro-
grade at the end of February in your career sector. If
you have plans, you need to put them into action right
away. After Venus goes retrograde, it's the perfect time
to reexamine your business practices and the people
that you regularly do business with. Refocus on mak-
ing better use of your personal skills, because people
are open and receptive to your views. This is also an
excellent month for you to do some traveling, teaching,
or taking a class. Stay on track with your health and
exercise plans!

LEO (July 23-August 22). Relationships and personal
intimacy are very strong this month. For those born in
Leo, relationships can involve lovers, friends, or confi-
dants. Your relationship energies are more magnetic,
drawing people to you for business and personal
connections. Trust your initial psychic response to
anyone you come in contact with. If they feel good,
they are—you don't have to keep testing them. And if
they feel bad, they are! In your romantic relationships,
you will need some reassurance about your partner’s
goals and motives, just to make sure you are both on
the same page.

VIRGO (August 23-September 22). As the month
opens, you are getting yourself back on track. The holi-
days can throw off your routines, and you are always
happy to get back to them. Relationships are extremely
important this month. And the solar eclipse occurring in
your relationship sector on the 26th will indicate some
sort of change, such as enjoying your existing relation-
ship even more, finding the perfect partner, or having
something special and unexpected happen to your
partner. The viability of all your relationships, both
business and personal, will be under scrutiny after the
22nd. This is a perfect month for you to get a handle
on your finances.

LIBRA (September 23-October 23). This continues

to be a dynamic and fluid time for Librans. There are
both relationship and career opportunities out there for
you. And with your ruler, Venus, going retrograde on
the 22nd through April 29, you are going to take a hard
look at your relationships. If you are in a supportive rela-
tionship, this is a perfect time to renew those emotional,
physical, and spiritual connections. If your relationship
isn't doing well, this will force the issues to the surface
so that you have to deal with them. Both business and
personal relationships will be affected. The other main
factor for this month is to make sure that you are taking
good care of yourself via exercise, better eating, and
choosing the right people to work around!

SCORPIO (October 24-November 21). Your home
and family are the focus as your month begins. You
are generally in more of an internal phase. This is a
creative and playful month for you. In the first half of
the month, you are back and focused on getting things
completed at work and connecting more to your nor-
mal routines for working out, meeting with friends, etc.
In the latter half of the month, you are ready to step
away from your agenda and have some fun. You will
want to focus on projects that you really enjoy! With
Venus retrograde on February 22, this can be a time

OutSmartMagazine.com

By Lilly Roddy

to examine your business relationships and financial
connections through May 2017.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22-December 21). You
had been pushing yourself hard last year, so this is the
year fo really get your act together. You remain on that
path, but you are taking it a bit easier this month. The
first half of the month, you are looking for an approach
to what you are doing that’s more fun. You can have
fun and be productive if you work on projects that in-
spire and fulfill you, rather than just completing a list of
tasks. In the latter half of the month, home and family
are more your focus. In fact, your home could be your
retreat during the second half of the month, so keep
your schedule very flexible during this time.

CAPRICORN (December 22-January 19). This
month, you will have to find some balance between
work/family demands and taking time for yourself.
With your career, this is a very positive and optimistic
time for you to get a promotion, look for a better
position, or start your own business. Get that done
before the 22nd, or you will need to wait until early
May to put your project into action. There is a lot of
family activity that you need to pay attention to. By
midmonth, you are ready for a break from the circus
of activity—if you can get away! You will need some
down time at the end of the month, especially around
the solar eclipse on the 26th. Put it on your calendar so
you can enjoy it.

AQUARIUS (January 20-February 18). Happy
Birthday to the free-minded

and free-thinking Aquarians,
who help us to envision the

best version of society and the
planet that humanity has to
offer! This is your yearly cycle
to review what you did last year
and look at what you plan to
do this year. You'll be especially clear about this after
the 7th. You are also focused on how to make better
use of your resources and skills—especially the ones
connected to your creative side. In the early part of the
month, you are getting your house and business in or-
der. Your energy remains strong throughout the month,
even as others seem to lose some of their momentum.
In the latter half of the month, you should be focused
on improving your skills and financial viability.

PISCES (February 19-March 20). You have been
working hard on getting your life in order during the
past year. However, in the first half of this month, you
are ready to take a break from that push! You are much
more ready to indulge yourself in whatever you want
to participate in. This period is very good for spend-
ing time traveling with your partner or having some
adventures together. The latter half of the month, you
are getting back to your agenda and routines. You are
extra-psychic and sensitive near the end of the month.
With the eclipse on the 26th, you may want to make
sure you have the weekend to yourself for relaxing.

Read Lilly Roddy’s 2017 yearly forecast at OurSmart
MaGazINE.com. For more astro-insight, log on to lilly
roddy.com.

DAVID EDUARDO FLORES PEREZ



E Remaining HIV-negative is a positive.

YOUR BODY. YOUR HEALTH. YOUR CHOICES. YOUR LIFE.
The chance to end the spread of HIV in our lifetime is here.

The choice to take action is yours. PrEP is an FDA-approved

L E G l s CY medication that, when taken once daily, significantly reduces
the risk of contracting HIV from a positive sexual partner. It’s

COMMUNITY HEALTH your life. Own it.

(832) 548 5221 | LegacyCommunityHealth.org/PrEP | #AreYouPrEPared
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Photos by Dalton DeHart
and Edguardo Aguilar

The RED Dinner Sparkle, a kick-off event for UH's RED Dinner, was held on January 5 at the home

o

of Kevin Hamby and Brian Waddle. Pictured are Shawn Kuehn, Lorraine Schroeder, Dr. Dan
Maxwell, Joe Rera, Kevin England “Special K,” Nick Brines, Hamby, Katy Caldwell, Waddle, Mike

Pede, and Dr. Richard Walker.

On January 1, Sara Fernandez held her New
Year’s Day open-house event. Pictured are
Fernandez and Kiki Neumann.

R DR

On December 17, The Diana Foundation held
its holiday party at Houston House. Pictured
are Michael Broderick (far left) and Tanner
Williams (far right)

with new Diana members.

Kim Ogg was sworn in as Harris Country District
Attorney on January 2 at the South Texas College
of Law. Pictured are Judge Barbara Hartle and

Judge Steven Kirkland.

On December 31, Guava Lamp held its New Year's
Eve celebration. Pictured are Dan DiDonato,
Mitch Rainey, Michelle Moser, and Heather
Taylor Jones.

On January 2, Harris County District Attorney
Kim 0gg'’s inauguration was held at the South
Texas College of Law. Pictured are Ogg (far right)
and her partner, Olivia Jordan (far left), with
their son, Jack Jordan.

e
The Honkey Tonk Angels Holiday Spectacular
was held on December 31 at Stages Repertory
Theatre. Pictured are Kelly Peters, Christina
Edwards Wells, Ted Swindley, Chelsea Ryan,
and Holland Vavra.

On January 7, the Krewe of Olympus held its
Twelfth Night party at Neon Boots. Pictured are
Tricia Lynn and Sharon Ponton.

EPAH and LHI held a fundraiser on January 14 at
the home of Bruce Smith. Pictured are Laura
Seifert, Joseph Moore, Aurora Harris, Smith,
Cindy Cuellar, Kent Loftin, and Franki Navarro.

On January 17, Live Consortium held an HIV
legislative forum and free advocacy training at
the Montrose Center. Pictured are Glenn Urbach,
Januari Leo, Venita Ray, and Michelle Muylle.

OutSmartMagazine.com

AIDS Foundation Houston held its AIDS Walk
kick-off event on January 18 at El Tiempo.
Pictured are Christopher Denman, Kelly Young,
Jessica Rossman, and Al Farb.



NOON REGISTRATION
1:00 PM WALK

SUNDAY, MARCH 5
SAM HOUSTON PARK
DOWNTOWN
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. AIDS Foundation Houston Lozarus House
entertainment, Avenue 360 Health & Wellness LIVE Consortium
Baylor College of Medicine — Resurrection Metropolitan
great food trucks Teen Health Clinic Community Church
and booths from Brentwood Community Foundation ~ The TR.U.TH. Project, Inc.
Change Happens! University of Houston
our many sponsors. Fundacién Latinoamericana LGBTQ Resource Center

De Accién Social, Inc.
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AIDSWalkHouston.org OutvSmart AIDS

*Parks and Recreation Department Regulations prohibits dogs, amphibians, reptiles
and snakes that are considered dangerous.



WHAT'S LURKING
BELOW THE SURFACE?

Only regular professional examinations can
determine and prevent dental problems.

SCHEDULE YOUR VISIT SOON!

BRUCE W. SMITH, DDS
SAMUEL A. CARRELL, DDS 5

(QutvSmart
Cosmetic, Reconstructive and Preventive Dentistry for Adults since 1981 GAYEST
— & GREATEST
. . 2016
1006 Missouri Street Houston, TX 77006 2k

2 invisalign
e !?31?3':9’" 713.529.4364 | BruceSmithDDS.com BEST DENTIST
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