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here’s an old adage in LGBTQ advocacy
T circles: “We are everywhere.”

When it comes to Tropical Storm Harvey
relief efforts in Houston and beyond, this has
certainly been the case.

From first responders to drag artists to leaders

° . .
t R e a C h U n I t e d from the public, private, and nonprofit sectors, the
] | - LGBTQ community stood exceptionally tall in the
Promoting understanding & awareness for the LGBT community wake of the costliest natural disaster in U.S. history.

For example, Memorial Villages police officer Toni Mascione
continued responding to calls even as the home she shared with her wife
and three children was being destroyed. Meanwhile, after completing
one of her shifts, Houston fire captain Iris Rodriguez helped launch a
volunteer network, dubbed the “lesbian mafia,” that rescued 30 families
during the flood and went on to rebuild at least seven homes.

After leading volunteer efforts at the downtown George R. Brown
Convention Center shelter, gay real-estate broker Bill Baldwin set up
aHarvey Relief Hub in an empty warehouse in the Heights to process
donations. And Laura Spanjian, regional public-policy director at
Airbnb, was busy coordinating her company’s largest relief effort to date.

Spanjian’s partner, Susan Christian, helped lead the city’s response
to the storm as director of the Houston Mayor’s Office of Special Events.
And Christian’s coworker in the Mayor’s Office, government-relations
assistant Kris Banks, served as night manager at the GRB convention-
center shelter.

Angela Blanchard, CEO of BakerRipley, was responsible for setting
up Harris County’s main shelter at the NRG Stadium complex. And,
back at the GRB, Friends For Life founder Salise Shuttlesworth was
spearheading the heroic effort that enabled evacuees to shelter with
their pets.

The list goes on. And sadly, some of OUTSMART’S own writers and

Coming Out Party 2017

presented by

featuring

advertisers felt Harvey’s effects firsthand, including regular contributor
LADY BUNNY Ryan Leach.

Finally, before Harvey’s rains even stopped, the Montrose Center
launched what has become one of the largest LGBTQ natural-disaster
relieffunds in history. OutrSmART is donating a portion of its advertising

octo be r I 4 ’ 20 I 7 revenue from this special issue to that fund.

When we decided to devote most of our October issue to Harvey

coverage, we had no idea that so many remarkable stories would come
7 to 10pm had no idea th kable stori 1
from within our own community. Unfortunately, it was impossible to

Buffalo Soldiers Museum include themall.

S . As Captain Rodriguez says of LGBTQ folks, “Caring for people is a

3 8 | 6 Carollne part of our being. It’s our fabric. We live this every single day, and we
.. don’t know any differently.”
General Admission $35 We hope you enjoy reading about some of the “Heroes of Harvey.”

VIP 100

Open Bar
Silent Auction

—John Wright
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HARVEY'S HEROES

LGBTQ community stands

tall in wake of storm

(Standing, left to right)

Regina Thorne-DuBois,

officer Toni Mascione, and Scott French;
(seated, left to right) reverend Troy Treash
and fire captain Iris Rodriguez

Tickets:
www.outreachunited.org
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To those affected by Hurricane Harvey,
we’re here for you.
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Turner Asks High Court to Uphold Same-Sex Benefits

Mayor, City appeal Texas Supreme Court's decision in ‘Pidgeon v. Turner.’

By Josh Inocéncio

“ oday I asked the U.S. Supreme
T Court toreview the Texas rul-

ing against marriage rights in
Pidgeonv. Turner,” Houston mayor Sylvester
Turner wrote on Twitter on September 15. And
with that, a four-year saga that began under
Turner’s predecessor, mayor Annise Parker,
took its latest turn.

Turner, along with the City of Houston, is
asking the high court to review the Texas Su-
preme Court’s decision from June saying that
same-sex married couples aren’t necessarily
entitled to equal benefits.

In anewsrelease announcing the City’s peti-
tion for review, Houston officials wrote that
in its 2015 decision in Obergefell v. Hodges, the
U.S. Supreme Court “recognized a nationwide
right to civil marriage for same-sex couples,
and held that benefits a state attaches to mar-
riage must be provided equally to all married
couples.”

The plaintiffs, Harris County taxpayers Jack
Pidgeon and Larry Hicks, argue that because
Texas law prohibits the extension of spousal
benefits to same-sex couples, the mayor is il-
legally using public monies to fund them. Their
core argument is that Obergefell provided
merely the title of marriage to same-sex cou-
ples, and not necessarily the financial benefits.

However, the aims of former Harris County
GOP chair Jared Woodfill, the attorney repre-
senting the plaintiffs, go beyond eliminating
same-sex benefits.

“This particular opinion will go to the U.S.
Supreme Court and is a potential vehicle for
overturning Obergefell, given the changing
composition of the court,” Woodfill told the
Texas Tribune in February. “Ultimately, I
would like to see Obergefell overturned.”

Interestingly, Wallace B. Jefferson, the
former Republican chiefjustice of the Texas
Supreme Court, is representing the City in the
case before the U.S. Supreme Court, thereby
challenging the decision of his former col-
leagues.

“Once a state extends benefits to any married
couple, it must treat same-sex couples with
‘equal dignity in the eyes of the law,” Jefferson
wrote in the City of Houston’s petition to the
U.S. Supreme Court, quoting Justice Anthony
Kennedy, author of the majority opinion in
Obergefell.

Widely respected in both political parties,

Jefferson was expected to be on Democrat Hill-
ary Clinton’s shortlist of Supreme Court nomi-
nees if she had become president. He is now a
partner at a private law firm in Austin.

Kenneth Upton, senior counsel for the LG-
BTQ civil-rights group Lambda Legal, said it
could take months for the U.S. Supreme Court
to decide whether to even hear Pidgeon v.
Turner.

“Keep in mind, out of the 7,000 to 8,000 peti-
tions filed in the Supreme Court each year, the
Court only accepts about 75 to 80. So the chanc-
es are pretty slim,” Upton said.

Inthe meantime, Pidgeon v. Turner could
proceed in Harris County’s 310th District Fam-
ily Court, where it was set for trial beginning
October 2. The presiding judge is Republican
Lisa Millard, who issued an injunction block-
ing same-sex benefits in the plaintiffs’ original
lawsuit, Pidgeon v. Parker,in 2013. That lawsuit
was filed after Mayor Parker extended benefits
to the same-sex spouses of City employees.

Inresponse to Millard’s injunction, Lambda
Legal filed a federal lawsuit, Freeman v. Parker,
seeking to preserve the benefits. In the wake of
the Texas Supreme Court’s decision, which sent
the case back to Millard’s court, Lambda Legal
effectively re-filed Freeman v. Parker as Free-
man v. Turner, on behalf of three City employ-
ees and their same-sex spouses, in August.

In addition to preserving spousal insurance
benefits, Freeman v. Turner seeks to ensure that
recipients of coverage don’t become liable for
repayment of past premiums.

“The Freeman case is a separate lawsuit and
is based strictly on federal law, not the laws
[that taxpayers Pidgeon and Hicks] are at-

OutSmartMagazine.com |

Mayor Sylvester Turner is
trying to put an end to the
four-year battle over same-sex
benefits that began under his
predecessor, Annise Parker.

tempting to enforce,” Upton said. “Obviously, if
the U.S. Supreme Court decides to review the
Pidgeon case, that could effectively decide the
Freeman case as well, but we need not wait until
that happens.”

Upton said he isn’t surprised that the issue
has dragged out over four years, even after
Obergefell. He noted that Texas is among the
minority of states where state Supreme Court
justices are chosen in partisan elections.

After a Texas appeals court ruled in favor
of the City, the Texas Supreme Court initially
denied arehearing of Pidgeon v. Turner. But
then governor Greg Abbott, lieutenant governor
Dan Patrick, and attorney general Ken Paxton
joined aright-wing lobbying campaign urging
the court to reverse its decision.

“We are seeing efforts in a number of con-
servative states that have adopted a strategy
to whittle away at Obergefell in little bits—one
benefit, one protection at a time,” Upton said.

A similar effort occurred in Arkansas after the
state’s Department of Health refused to list both
names of alesbian couple on their daughter’s
birth certificate. The Arkansas Supreme Court
ruled in favor of the health department, but ear-
lier this year, the U.S. Supreme Court overturned
the decision, saying states must treat same-sex
parents the same as opposite-sex ones.

“The [conservatives’] goal in the short term
is to make sure that same-sex couples get noth-
ing more than ‘skim-milk marriage,” as justice
[Ruth Bader] Ginsburg called it,” Upton said.

Josh Inocéncio is a regular contributor
to OurSMART magazine.
News continved on page 17
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Pioneering Publisher Was ‘Mayor of Montrose’
Houston gay media legend Henry McClurg dies at 70.

By JD Doyle

n September 16, Hous-
ton’s LGBTQ com-
munity lost one of its

pioneers.

Henry McClurg, the self-pro-
claimed “Mayor of Montrose”
who published local gay news-
papers for more than 40 years,
died at 70.

“Henry would have been a
newspaper guy in no matter
what place he would have found
himself,” said longtime local
gay activist Ray Hill. “It was
in his DNA. Houston’s GLBT
community was just lucky he was here at a time
when tangible reading material was needed to
feed the progress of our cause.”

Although there have been many Houston
LGBTQ publications over the years, it was Mc-
Clurg who contributed the most to bringing gay
and lesbian news to the city.

“I figured my publications had a purpose—to

Henry McClurg

do good, to educate people and to
educate our community, let them
know what is going on, to be proud
and not be ashamed thatyou’re
gay,” McClurg saidin a 2012 inter-
view.

McClurg served as vice
president of the National Gay Press
Association, the first professional
trade organization for LGBTQ
media. Mark Segal, longtime
publisher of the Philadelphia Gay
News, was president during that
time.

“Henry was awonderful and
delightful man, and should be recognized for
that pioneering work on a national level,” Segal
said. “Almost two years ago, I was in Houston
on the book tour of my memoir, and as soon as
Henry knew I was coming to town, he made sure
I'd have dinner with him and get his personal
tour of Montrose. It was a special evening of the
joy that was Henry.”

Originally from Mississippi, McClurg
spent time in the military before going to work
inradio, moving to New Orleans and then
Houston. While working for a Houston radio
station, he saw the opportunity and need for a
gay publication. He wanted an alternative to
the only other gay publication at the time, The
Nuntius, which had a different focus.

McClurg’s publication was called Contact,
and it began in March 1974. With its fare of
news stories, bar guides, and ads, its circulation
grew in the Gulf States region and ran for 17
issues until October 1975, when McClurg sold it
to The Advocate.

As partofthe sale arrangement, McClurg
went to work for The Advocate for a year, but he
was hungry to start another paper. McClurg’s
next publication, The Montrose Star, was Hous-
ton’s first “gay newspaper” with a focus on news.
Itlasted from late 1976 until the end of 1980.
According to McClurg, the newspaper’s name
helped lead to Montrose becoming the name of

the city’s gayborhood. continued on page 80

CoMMUNITY

Photos by Dalton DeHart and Edgardo Aguilar
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On Sept. 3, the University of Houston LGBTQ
Alumni Association hosted a Tropical Storm
Harvey benefit for the NRG Center shelter at Pearl Bar.

On Sept. 15, the T.R.U.T.H. Project hosted “Strength—After the Rain," a benefit for
Tropical Storm Harvey survivors. Pictured are attendees.

On Sept. 15, Frontrunners Houston hosted drag
bingo at Guava Lamp, benefitting Tropical Storm Har-
vey relief funds operated by the Montrose Center and
mayor Sylvester Turner. Pictured are Thomas Lopez,
Evan Shoemaker, Dixie Wrekt (aka Chris White), Darryl
White, Andrew Bergeron, and Ashton Harper.

On Sept.12, Hamburger Mary's hosted ’Together We Are Family—
That's What Friends Are For,” a drag show benefiting those affected by
Tropical Storm Harvey.
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THollyfield Fovndation
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On July 27, the Hollyfield Foundation presented
a check for $12,500 to the Dalton DeHart
Photographic Foundation. Pictured are

Wendy Harshbarger and Dalton DeHart.
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Calendar of Events

ady Bunny comes to Houston.

%) Radio

ady Bunny brings her latest blend
of raucous, irreverent comedy in
the form of her new show Trans-
Jester! In addition to new parodies
that re-work selections from Adele,
Rent, and Bruno Mars to hilari-
ous effects punctuated by zany
Laugh-In style zingers, Bunny has
widened her repertoire to include
some actual insightful social
commentary. (Well, she thinks it's

% Performing Arts

insightful, anyway.) Trashing the
current overemphasis on political
correctness, Bunny breaks down
some of the latest buzzwords
that we're all supposed to
remember for every occasion as
we “evolve.” Sometimes, Bunny
feels, we're actually evolving
away from common sense.
OutReach United was
founded in 2006 by Gary Wood

¢ Ongoing

4+ Other Things

and his husband, Bryant Johnson.
The organization has raised

over $350,000 since its inception
for worthy LGBT nonprofits.

—Marene Gustin

* Trans-Jester!

* October 14, 7-10 p.m.

* Buffalo Soldiers Museum,
3816 Caroline Street

* outreachunited.org

[# SaveTheDate

In the Studio: Craft in Postwar
America,1950-1970 thru 8
Nearly 40 artworks showcasing the
early decades of American craft.
mfah.org

1

The Beginning of Everything

thru Feb 2018 Drawings from the
Janie C. Lee, Louisa Stude Sarofim,
and David Whitney collections.
menil.org

;

The Mystery of Edwin Drood %

thru 14 The audience plays detective
as the cast plays out Charles Dickens’
final work. The show has a different
ending every night.
obsidiantheater.org

5

The Original Greek Festival 4
thru 8 Get your Greek fix here.
greekfestival.org

18 OCTOBER 2017

Exit Laughing % thru 15
A hilarious boozy farewell party.
theatresuburbia.org

OutSmartMagazine.com

7

Season Kickoff ¥« The Met dances its
way into the season. metdance.org
Jimmy Webb: The Glen Campbell
Years J& The composer pays tribute to
his friend. thegrand.com

3

Boo on the Bayou % thru 31 Kemah
celebrates Halloween all month long.
kemahboardwalk.com

¢ For ongoing events, visit outsmartmagazine.com
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9

A Tribute to George Barris

thru Dec 31 An exhibit paying tribute
to the King of Kustomizing, you can see
a replica of Barris' 1966 Batmobile
and more. nmfh.org

15

Nora’s Home Golf Classic +
Fourth annual fundraiser.
norashome.org

Hocus Pocus Pops % The Houston
symphony performs magic for free.
houstonsymphony.org

>
e
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14

Bayou City Art Festival 4 ki & 15
Food, fun, and plenty of art.
artcolonyassociation.org
Coming-OutParty % Lady Bunny's
new comedy show Trans-Jester.

outreachunited.org

11

A Taste of SPA ¥ Chefs and the arts.
spahouston.org

12

Out for Good  Houston’s
premier annual fundrasing dinner.
monstrosecenter.org

15

The BeachBoys & Good vibrations
at The Grand! thegrand.com
Everybody Talks about the Weather

thru Jan 7, 2018 Solo exhibit by
Pauline Boudry and Renate Lorenz.
camh.org

17

Steak Night & Drag Bingo +
Every Tuesday night at Guava Lamp!
guavalamphouston.com/events

18

L.LF.E.Houston Legacy Luncheon =+
Celebrate L.I.F.E. Houston's 29th anni-
versary of feeding hungry babies in the
greater-Houston area.
lifehouston.org/2017-legacy-
luncheon

21

Houston Halloween Fest ¥ Fright
night. houstonzombiewalk.net
Under the Stars % Gladys Knight and
Isley Bros. woodlandscenter.org
6th Annual Spirit of Leather Awards
+ montrosecenter.org

25

Moody Gardens Ghostly Gardens 4
Trick-or-treat, creepy crafts and more.
moodygardens.org

29

The Glamour and Romance of Oscar
delaRenta ki thru Jan 28, 2018
Celebrates the illustrious life and career
of the renowned fashion designer. The
exhibition showcases nearly 70 ensem-
bles. mfah.org

22

JoshuaBell s One of the greatest
violinists performs for one night only.
thegrand.com

50

Screamworld thru 31

Only one more day to get your boo on
at this north-Houston haunted house.
screamworld.com

19

Journey of the Universe % & 24
Emmy Award-winning doc narrating the
14-billion-year story of the universe’s
development in a single hour.
eventbrite.com/e/journey-of-the-
universe-tickets-37948295373aff=es2

20

CRFall Luncheon ¥ Rob Lowe
headlines the Council on Recovery’s
fundraiser. councilonrecovery.org
Dia delos Muertos thru Nov 8
Lawndale celebrates Day of the Dead
all month. lawndaleartcenter.org

24

For Hire: Contemporary Sign
Paintingin America

thru Jan 7, 2018 The exhibition
showcases a range of contemporary
sign painters.

crafthouston.org

Nosferatu ¥ Silent-movie horror classic
with live organ. thegrand.com
Island Oktoberfest + thru 28

36th annual Galveston celebration for
the whole family.
galvestonoktoberfest.com

o7

28

The Sound of Things last day
The work of artists Bohyun Yoon and
Alyce Santoro conceptualizes sound
and its latent potential within objects
and craft materials.
crafthouston.org

51

Happy Halloween!

OutSmartMagazine.com |

Save the Date

November 2 Gryffin %

The longtime guitarist and classically
trained pianist comes to Houston.
whiteoakmusichall.com

More CALENDAR —
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GLORIA’S HOUSTON
2616 LOUISIANA ST.
SUITE 101 - HOUSTON, TX
OPEN SUN-THU: 11AM-10PM
AND FRI-SAT: 11AM-2AM

WWW.GLORIASCUISINE.COM
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Calendar of Events
continued from previous page

The Houston Walk /
October 7 /
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Facing Down Stigma
Since 2011, The Houston Walk has raised more than
$130,000. Openly gay founder C. Patrick Mcllvain (kneeling
above) started the walk to create an environment for positive
public dialogue on mental illness.

Every step you take at The Houston Walk will help
people living with mental illness break the stigma.
The 5K walk raises awareness and funding for Greater
Houston area nonprofit agencies and programs that
provide mental-health services. C. Patrick Mcllvain, an
openly gay man, founded The Houston Walk in 2011
to create an environment for positive public dialogue
on mental illness. Since then, the event has raised more
than $130,000. On October 7, walk teams, exhibitors,
sponsors, and volunteers will gather at Stude Park for
the 7th annual walk. The walk begins with a ceremony
and is followed by a luncheon. To participate, register
online now or in person on the day of the event. Check-
in: Saturday, October 7, at 6:30 a.m.
thehoustonwalk.org/home

Bayou City Art

Festival Downtown

October 14 & 15

Food, fun, and plenty of art! We love this outdoor festi-
val from the Art Colony Association held every fall. The
two-day festival showcases the works of over 300 of
the finest artists in the world. The outdoor event brings
out more than 20,000 people to the iconic skyline

of downtown Houston, offering visitors the opportunity
to meet with exhibiting artists and enjoy food and enter-
tainment. Over the past 46 years, the annual festivals
(there's another one in the spring at Memorial Park)
have raised 3.5 million dollars benefitting local arts
and community-service organizations, Houston parks,
and arts education initiatives for children and adults.
artcolonyassociation.org More CALENDAR —

\
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Kenn McLaughlin Artistic Director lanthe Demos Co-Artistic Director

i
)
gQESA TRE Mark Folkes Managing Director Nick Flint Co-Artistic Director THEATER

COMPANY |

WORLD PREMIERE

BAL

40

ANNIVERSARY

directed by lanthe Demos and Nick Flint
movement direction by Natalie Lomonte

It's 1973, and Houston’s Astrodome is
playing host to one of the biggest pop
cultural events of all time as Billie Jean King
and Bobby Riggs face-off in ‘“The Battle of the
Sexes’ tennis match!

Created in conjunction with New York’s acclaimed One
Year Lease Theater Company (OYL), Ballsis a spectacular
new work that bounces one of the most memorable
tennis events of all-time off the cultural debates it ignited.
Co-written by Tony award nominee Bryony Lavery and
Stage Edinburgh award winner Kevin Armento, Balls -
embraces OYL's high-intensity physical groove and outsmart nght
features a shot-by-shot re-imagining of the entire match

in a carnival-like atmosphere! This World Premiere is

must-see theatre from one of the nation’s most promising

new companies.

BUY TODAY! TICKETS START AT 25
713.527.0123 | stagestheatre.com

Richard L. Danforth Victoria and Alex Lazar 450U SPONs,

= . Q-
Cynthla and Ben Guill Made possible in part OutvSmallt
Jane and Dick Schmitt through the City of Houston — _Houston LGBT Hedia Souce
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continued from page 20

L.I.F.E. Houston Legacy Luncheon
October 18

\

Celebrate L.I.F.E. Houston's 29th anniversary of feeding
hungry babies in the greater Houston area. L.I.F.E.
Houston is the only nonprofit organization in this area
that addresses infant hunger and malnutrition. Since
1988, it has provided three million infant feedings to
over 100,000 families. This year's celebration honors
founding board members Barbara Cauble and Gayle
Shadowens, and recognizes Community Health Choice
(CHC) as the recipient of this year’s Community LIFE-
Line Award.
lifehouston.org/2017-legacy-luncheon

CR Fall Luncheon

October 20

Rob Lowe headlines The Council on Recovery’s fund-
raiser. With over 27 years of sobriety, Rob attributes his
wife as the inspiration to get sober and describes his
journey through recovery as the path that brought him
everything he values in life. On his 25th sobriety anni-
versary he tweeted: “To those struggling with addiction,
there is true, real hope. 25 years ago today, | found
recovery and a life of promise. #Grateful.” This should
be an entertaining and enlightening event.
councilonrecovery.org

N

(Al | sane0 anTrony
JARED ANTHC(C

REALTOR"

CALL/TEXT: 832-570-5726
jared@iChooseJared.com

Spanish Speaking
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Annise Parker’s
Weather Superpowers

Ann Coulter thinks “lesbian
mayor” caused Harvey, but
| blame the bathroom bill.

s | am certain you have seen on Fox News

(and in the works of great literature), the
real superhero of Hurricane Harvey is former
Houston mayor Annise Parker.

She caused the damn thing.

Republican mouthpiece Ann Coulter thinks
lesbians cause weather events. That's ridiculous.
Everyone knows stupid people who don't use
their car’s blinkers cause hurricanes.

Coulter (bless her heart, y'all) tweeted
that Harvey was far more likely to have been
caused by Houston having a lesbian mayor
than it was by climate change. Let me mention
here that Parker has not been in office for two
years, which | guess means that God has an
unusually slow reaction time. (That explains
why the Sistine Chapel has no paintings of God
swatting flies.)

Parker was wildly popular, and she mopped
the floor with her opponents so many times that
they had to pass a term-limit law just to get her
out of office. (All of that mopping explains why
Houston’s bill for street sweepers was lower
than whale poop during her tenure as mayor.)

To be honest, | did not know that Parker
could cause bad stuff to happen all on her own.
Hell, while | was watching the forest fires, hurri-
canes, earthquakes, and tornadoes all at once,
| just figured somebody in Ohio was being
forced to bake a gay wedding cake.

However, Coulter blamed Parker alone, and
who am [ to question voodoo science? | guess
that means that Parker is the Weather Witch.
(Fans of inappropriate alliteration can deduce
that this makes Coulter the Blathering Bitch.)

I think | should mention here that we should
not give Parker too much credit for her weather
superpowers. After all, Houston's weather is
a whole lot easier to control than, say, Cincin-
nati’s. Houston only has two seasons—too hot
and too cold. I'm exaggerating. Of course we

COLLAGE - BLASE DISTEFANO

==

By Susan Bankston

©

Houston’s Wonder Woman

Who knew superhero Annise Parker had the power to cause Hurricane Harvey?

have spring. Last year it was on a Tuesday. Fall
lasted for a weekend, and it was glorious. We
also have only two water events—flood and
drought. So hell, Parker can control the weather
by just flipping a coin.

However, | need her to display the power
to make it snow in Houston just once a decade
or so. And if she can't, | guess I'll have to take
my future weather needs to openly gay district
attorney Kim Ogg.

Through the miracle of big-fime journalism, |
was able to determine exactly what Parker was
doing during the hurricane—other than practicing
her newfound weather-control powers and trying
to decide on a design for her superhero cape.

Come to find out, she was working for Baker-
Ripley, the local nonprofit that was tapped to
run the hurricane shelter at NRG Stadium. She
was working her patootie off. So, since she was
actually doing the Lord’s work, | think the blame
for this disaster needs to go somewhere else. I'm
just saying that governor Greg Abbott calling a
special session of the Texas Legislature just so he
can hurt transgender children might—just might—
have been what really pissed off the Big Guy in
the Sky. You know what | mean? That was pure

OutSmartMagazine.com |

damn evil on a stick, with a cherry on top.

Thelma over at the beauty salon told me
she doesn’t understand these damn Republican
fundamentalists deciding that the Good Lord
holds animosities toward anybody who isn't a
white heterosexual Christian. She says she sees
the “duh” in fundamental, but the “fun” and the
“mental” parts are what totally escape her.

| have a few minutes left before deadline,
so | want to tell you that Harris County district
judge Steven Kirkland has announced he's
running for Texas Supreme Court. Those of
you who know Kirkland know that he carries
a thermos of justice juice everywhere he goes.
This fella can stuff two pounds of work into a
one-pound sack. His Twitter handle is @steven-
kirkland. Go follow him and let him know he has
your vote.

Now, go drink something pumpkin-flavored
before you ruin October for everybody else. It's
not just a good idea, it's the damn law.

Susan Bankston lives in Richmond, Texas,
where she writes about her hairdresser at The
World’s Most Dangerous Beauty Salon, Inc.,
at juanitajean.com.

OCTOBER 2017 | 25


http:// juanitajean.com.
http:// outsmartmagazine.com 

WHAT IS GENVOYA®?

GENVOYA is a 1-pill, once-a-day prescription medicine
used to treat HIV-1 in people 12 years and older who
weigh at least 77 pounds. It can either be used in people
who are starting HIV-1 treatment and have never taken
HIV-1 medicines before, or people who are replacing their
current HIV-1 medicines and whose healthcare provider
determines they meet certain requirements. These include
having an undetectable viral load (less than 50 copies/mL)
for 6 months or more on their current HIV-1 treatment.
GENVOYA combines 4 medicines into 1 pill taken once a
day with food. GENVOYA is a complete HIV-1 treatment
and should not be used with other HIV-1 medicines.

GENVOYA does not cure HIV-1 infection or AIDS.

To control HIV-1 infection and decrease HIV-related
illnesses, you must keep taking GENVOYA. Ask your
healthcare provider if you have questions about how
to reduce the risk of passing HIV-1 to others. Always
practice safer sex and use condoms to lower the chance
of sexual contact with body fluids. Never reuse or share
needles or other items that have body fluids on them.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION

What is the most important information | should
know about GENVOYA?

GENVOYA may cause serious side effects:

* Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. GENVOYA
is not approved to treat HBV. If you have both HIV-1
and HBV and stop taking GENVOYA, your HBV may
suddenly get worse. Do not stop taking GENVOYA
without first talking to your healthcare provider, as they
will need to monitor your health.

Who should not take GENVOYA?

Do not take GENVOYA if you take:

* Certain prescription medicines for other conditions.
It is important to ask your healthcare provider or
pharmacist about medicines that should not be taken
with GENVOYA. Do not start a new medicine without
telling your healthcare provider.

* The herbal supplement St. John's wort.

* Any other medicines to treat HIV-1 infection.

What are the other possible side effects
of GENVOYA?

Serious side effects of GENVOYA may also include:

* Changes in your immune system. Your immune
system may get stronger and begin to fight infections.
Tell your healthcare provider if you have any new
symptoms after you start taking GENVOYA.

* Kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your
healthcare provider should do blood and urine tests to
check your kidneys. If you develop new or worse kidney
problems, they may tell you to stop taking GENVOYA.
Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis),
which is a serious but rare medical emergency that can
lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider right away if
you get these symptoms: weakness or being more tired
than usual, unusual muscle pain, being short of breath or
fast breathing, stomach pain with nausea and vomiting,
cold or blue hands and feet, feel dizzy or lightheaded, or
a fast or abnormal heartbeat.

Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can
lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider right
away if you get these symptoms: skin or the white
part of your eyes turns yellow, dark “tea-colored”
urine, light-colored stools, loss of appetite for several
days or longer, nausea, or stomach-area pain.

The most common side effect of GENVOYA is nausea.
Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side effects
that bother you or don't go away.

What should | tell my healthcare provider before
taking GENVOYA?

* All your health problems. Be sure to tell your
healthcare provider if you have or have had any kidney
or liver problems, including hepatitis virus infection.

All the medicines you take, including prescription
and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, and herbal
supplements. Other medicines may affect how
GENVOYA works. Keep a list of all your medicines and
show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist.
Ask your healthcare provider if it is safe to take
GENVOYA with all of your other medicines.

If you take antacids. Take antacids at least 2 hours
before or after you take GENVOYA.

If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is
not known if GENVOYA can harm your unborn baby.
Tell your healthcare provider if you become pregnant
while taking GENVOYA.

* If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to
breastfeed. Do not breastfeed. HIV-1 can be passed
to the baby in breast milk. |

You are encouraged to report negative side
effects of prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit
www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see Important Facts about GENVOYA,
including important warnings, on the following page.

Ask your healthcare provider if GENVOYA is right for you.

GENVOYA.com
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GENVOYA does not
cure HIV-1 or AIDS.

SHOW YOUR
) D

Take care of what matters most—you. GENVOYA is a 1-pill, once-a-day
complete HIV-1 treatment for people who are either new to treatment
or people whose healthcare provider determines they can replace their
current HIV-1 medicines with GENVOYA.
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elvitegravir 150mg/cobicistat 150mg/emtricitabine
200mg/tenofovir alafenamide 10mg tablets
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MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT GENVOYA

GENVOYA may cause serious side effects, including:

» Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. GENVOYA is not
approved to treat HBV. If you have both HIV-1 and HBV, your
HBV may suddenly get worse if you stop taking GENVOYA.
Do not stop taking GENVOYA without first talking to your
healthcare provider, as they will need to check your health
regularly for several months.

ABOUT GENVOYA

* GENVOYA is a prescription medicine used to treat HIV-1 in
people 12 years of age and older who weigh at least 77 pounds
and have never taken HIV-1 medicines before. GENVOYA can
also be used to replace current HIV-1 medicines for some
people who have an undetectable viral load (less than 50
copies/mL of virus in their blood), and have been on the same
HIV-1 medicines for at least 6 months and have never failed
HIV-1 treatment, and whose healthcare provider determines
that they meet certain other requirements.

* GENVOYA does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. Ask your healthcare
provider about how to prevent passing HIV-1 to others.

Do NOT take GENVOYA if you:

+ Take a medicine that contains: alfuzosin (Uroxatral®),
carbamazepine (Carbatrol®, Epitol®, Equetro®, Tegretol®,
Tegretol-XR®, Teril®), cisapride (Propulsid®, Propulsid
Quicksolv®), dihydroergotamine (D.H.E. 45®, Migranal®),
ergotamine (Cafergot®, Migergot®, Ergostat®, Medihaler
Ergotamine®, Wigraine®, Wigrettes®), lovastatin (Advicor®,
Altoprev®, Mevacor®), lurasidone (Latuda®), methylergonovine
(Ergotrate®, Methergine®), midazolam (when taken by mouth),
phenobarbital (Luminal®), phenytoin (Dilantin®, Phenytek®),
pimozide (Orap®), rifampin (Rifadin®, Rifamate®, Rifater®,
Rimactane®), sildenafil when used for lung problems
(Revatio®), simvastatin (Simcor®, Vytorin®, Zocor®), or
triazolam (Halcion®).

* Take the herbal supplement St. John’s wort.
* Take any other HIV-1 medicines at the same time.

IMPORTANT FACTS

This is only a brief summary of important
information about GENVOYA® and does not replace
talking to your healthcare provider about your
condition and your treatment.

POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS OF GENVOYA

GENVOYA can cause serious side effects, including:

* Those in the “Most Important Information About
GENVOYA” section.

» Changes in your immune system.
* New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure.

» Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which
is a serious but rare medical emergency that can lead to
death. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you get these
symptoms: weakness or being more tired than usual, unusual
muscle pain, being short of breath or fast breathing, stomach
pain with nausea and vomiting, cold or blue hands and feet,
feel dizzy or lightheaded, or a fast or abnormal heartbeat.

* Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead to death.
Tell your healthcare provider right away if you get these
symptoms: skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow,
dark “tea-colored” urine, light-colored stools, loss of appetite
for several days or longer, nausea, or stomach-area pain.

The most common side effect of GENVOYA is nausea.

These are not all the possible side effects of GENVOYA.
Tell your healthcare provider right away if you have any new
symptoms while taking GENVOYA.

Your healthcare provider will need to do tests to monitor
your health before and during treatment with GENVOYA.

GET MORE INFORMATION

* This is only a brief summary of important information about
GENVOYA. Talk to your healthcare provider or pharmacist
to learn more.

* Go to GENVOYA.com or call 1-800-GILEAD-5

* If you need help paying for your medicine, visit GENVOYA.
com for program information.

BEFORE TAKING GENVOYA

Tell your healthcare provider if you:

* Have or have had any kidney or liver problems, including
hepatitis infection.

* Have any other medical condition.

* Are pregnant or plan to become pregnant.

* Are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not
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By Grace S. Yung, CFP

Are You Ready for the Next Harvey?

Tips on recovering from—
and preparing for—natural
disasters.

During what may be the worst hurricane
season on record, millions across the South
have been affected by the damage to homes,
vehicles, personal belongings—and ultimately,
their lives.

While the emotional toll following natural
disasters is significant, many must also deal with
the financial cost of rebuilding.

FEMA's National Flood Insurance Program
(NFIP) aims to reduce the impact of flooding
on public and private structures by offering af-
fordable insurance to property owners, and by
encouraging communities to adopt and enforce
floodplain-management regulations.

NFIP allows homeowners, business owners,
and renters who reside in participating com-
munities to purchase federally backed flood
insurance. These policies cover at least some of
the costs to repair flood-damaged buildings and
replace contents.

Following Hurricane Harvey, NFIP enhanced
the flood-insurance claims process and extended
the grace period for paying policy-renewal pre-
miums. In addition, the program implemented
temporary changes to rush recovery funds into
the hands of NFIP policyholders. FEMA may
also provide some relief to those whose vehicles
have been damaged by flooding.

Regular homeowner's insurance policies
don't cover flooding. However, if you have an
individual flood-insurance policy through a pri-
vate company, it may provide some protection.
For instance, a private flood-insurance policy
can cover out-of-pocket costs that federal flood
insurance does not, such as living expenses for
those who relocate while their homes are being
rebuilt.

As with most other types of insurance, a
flood policy is likely to have a deductible that
must be met by the policyholder before the cov-
erage will begin to pay out benefits. Typically,
there are separate deductibles for your dwelling
and its contents. Higher coverage limits are usu-
ally available for non-residential structures and
their related contents.

Also, even though homeowner’s policies
don'tinclude flooding, they may provide cover-

age for a leaky roof. Given the harsh rains that
plagued Southeast Texas during Tropical Storm
Harvey, those who were not flooded might
qualify for this type of claim.

As a side note, a new Texas law that went
into effect on September 1 reduces the penalty
an insurance company may face when a poli-
cyholder successfully sues it for a late claims
payment.

If you have flood insurance through both
NFIP and a private insurer, you can file two
separate claims. However, keep in mind that the
payment you receive from federal disaster as-
sistance is limited to losses that are not covered
by a private flood insurance policy.

Regardless of whether you have flood insur-
ance, there may be other outlets available for
relief. For instance, you may be eligible for a
federal grant that can be used for a variety of
things, such as emergency home repairs and/

or money to pay for temporary housing. In addi-

tion, as a homeowner, you may be able to bor-
row up to $200,000 through the federal Small
Business Administration to repair or replace
your disaster-damaged primary residence. Like-
wise, as a homeowner or renter, you may bor-
row up to $40,000 via the SBA to repair and/
or replace damaged personal property.

SBA is also providing an automatic
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12-month deferment of principal and interest
payments for SBA-serviced business and disas-
ter loans that were in “regular servicing” status
on August 25, in the primary counties desig-
nated as federal disaster areas from Hurricane
Harvey. Also, the IRS has announced that the
October 16 deadline for filing federal tax exten-
sions has been changed to January 31, 2018,
for those who live in disaster areas.

Since nobody can predict when a disaster
will strike, the time to make sure that you have
the right types and amounts of financial protec-
tion is sooner rather than later.

Paying insurance premiums is not something
most people enjoy, but ensuring that your home
and other assets are protected is essential—es-
pecially for those who live in areas that are
prone to natural disasters. In this case, the
“cost” of the premium can be well worth it if and
when disasters strike.

Grace S. Yung, CFP, is a certified financial
planner practitioner with experience in help-
ing domestic partners plan their finances since
1994. She is a principal at Midtown Financial
LLC in Houston and was recognized as a “Five-
Star Wealth Manager” in the 2014 September
issue of Texas Monthly. Yung can be reached at
grace.yung@Ipl.com.
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“We truly cannot
think about, even for
a split second, our
own lives and the
devastation we may
be coming home to,
because in order to
make it through the
mission, the mission
must come first.”

—Memorial Villages police
officer Toni Mascione
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Answering the Call

Lesbian police officer kept working as her home was destroyed.

en Memorial Villages police of-
ficer Toni Mascione left her home
in Katy on Friday, August 25—the

eve of Tropical Storm Harvey—she wasn’t sure
if or when she’d return.

Mascione hadn’t done much in the way
of preparation, aside from ensuring that her
wife, Christina Fedorchenko Mascione, and
their three children—nine-year-old Isabella
Michelle and five-year-old twins Gabrielle
Alexander and Ayden Ronin—would be safe.

For the next three days, Mascione had little
time to dwell on the fate of the couple’s home or
belongings. In the thick of the storm, her sole fo-
cus would be the people she was there to protect.
“We truly cannot think about, even for a split
second, our own lives and the devastation we
may be coming home to, because in order to make
it through the mission, the mission must come
first,” Mascione says. “As an officer, the mission
is always citizens you don’t even know. Families
of police officers [also need to] put themselves
last every time, because that’s part of it.”

Toniand Christian are both Houston
natives, but they had never faced a storm like
Harvey. Toni, a nearly nine-year veteran of
the police force, is also the head of security at
Rich’s nightclub, as well as a sponsored athlete
and model for Relentless Defender Apparel.
Christinais afinancial-account analyst for
Quest Software.

Toni called Christina notlong into her
shift—before checking in would become next
to impossible. Because they knew flooding was
possible at the house they were renting, Chris-
tina took the children to stay with friends. She
recalls making sure she had with her the one
item she couldn’timagine living without—a
wedding ring that was passed down from her

@© Service and Sacrifice

By Jenny Block
Photo by Ashkan Image

mother-in-law. “This ring is extremely dear to
my wife’s heart, which makes it intensely dear
to mine because of all the love and hard work
my late father-in-law poured into its purchase
at atime when he had nothing,” she says. “The
selflessness and unconditional love that he
passed down to my wife is something that can-
notbereplaced.”

Chrisina also grabbed something much less
sentimental—the couple’s guns. “I was fearful
that looters might be a possibility, and because
Thadtobe prepared to protect our children
from the apocalypse at any point,” she says.

Early on, Christina says she had an
overwhelmingly bad feeling about what was
to come. Unfortunately, her gut was all too
right—Harvey hit Houston with a vengeance
and refused to let up.

Itwasn’t until Monday that Tonireunited
with her wife and children, forever changed
by what she had seen. And then it wasn’t until
Tuesday that she could get back to their home,
because their neighborhood’s streets were so
devastatingly flooded. Toni says she went to
the house alone because she didn’t want her
wife to be the first to see it. The minute she
walked in, she fell apart. “I don’t think I had
truly prepared myself for what I saw,” she says.
“As an officer, you experience tragedy and pain
and traumatic events daily. You are trained to
numb, compartmentalize, and push through,
because that’s your job. You have to be the one
to hold it together for everyone else.

“I think seeing my home and all my chil-
dren’s toys and clothes—everything Christina
and I had worked so hard for—destroyed, com-
bined with everything I had seen over the last
few days while on duty, I think that just broke
me,” she adds. “I cried and cried and cried.”

Memorial Villages police officer Toni Mascione (I) and her wife, Christina Fedorchenko Mascione, said
they've been blown away by the LGBTQ community’s support after they lost everything in Harvey. The
Masciones are pictured with their three children—nine-year-old Isabella Michelle and five-year-old twins

Gabrielle Alexander and Ayden Ronin.
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Their home was destroyed, and Toniand
Christina had lost nearly everything. “There
were afew clothes that were hanging in each
closet that we were able to salvage,” Toni says.
“We all lost every pair of shoes we owned, with
the exception of what Christina packed for
herself and the children. I had the bag I packed
for duty for five days and the uniform I was
wearing.”

The biggestloss for Toni was an irreplace-
able one. “I had saved every single letter and
card Christina had ever written to me,” she
says. “They were in my nightstand by our
bed. They all were ruined in the flood. That
was heartbreaking for me. Christina’s words,
and the way she expresses her love, is one of
the most beautiful things to me. I had saved
everything, even down to little notes written
onnapkins.”

Once they had come to terms with their
enormous loss, the couple faced another chal-
lenge—explaining it to their children. This
time, however, the surprise was a pleasant
one—atruereliefin the face ofit all. “Isabella
expressed being happy we were all together,
and that I made it through the storm,” Toni
says. “She understood the risk I was at during
the hurricane, and the details of what my job
entailed. Ayden said he was happy with a new
home, but wanted to go back to our flooded
home because heliked it. And Gabriel, he is
my little police officer. He said he wanted to go
fight the weather monster with me.”

Remarkably, Toni says she and her family
count themselves as incredibly lucky. “We have
been blown away by support from the commu-
nity,” she says.

Toni’s sister in Austin launched a GoFund-
Me page that raised nearly $4,000—enough for
the couple to rent anew home. Julie Mabry, a
close friend and owner of Pearl Bar, staged a
benefit for the Masciones, collecting donations
of clothes and household items. Gary Wood,
aboard member for the Montrose Center—
which is spearheading LGBTQrelief —
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ANSWERING THE CALL
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efforts—assigned someone to help with what-
ever the family needed “to restart and rebuild
their lives.”

“This could have been an absolutely hope-
less and devastating situation, with no end in
sight,” Christina says. “But with the immense
amount of love and support extended to us,
there have truly been moments that I have
temporarily forgotten the magnitude of the
loss that we are working through. Together we
make awhole. Together we make ‘HoUSton.”

Toni and Christina are on the road to get-
ting back on their feet. While the physical and
monetary help has been incredible, Toni com-
ments that “the fact that [the LGBTQ commu-
nity has] kept hope in my heart and the hearts
of my family is invaluable.

“Here is what I can say about Harvey, and
about losing everything,” Toni says. “The last
five years has been very divided and trying for
our nation. It’s been a constant war, in away I
had never seen in my career. The division that
existed between society and law enforcement
was devastating to many of us officers. Harvey
gave us a moment—a moment where none of
that mattered.”

Jenny Block is a frequent contributor
to OUTSMART magazine.
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COURTESY HARVEY RELIEF HUB

Houston Realtor Bill Baldwin led volunteers
at the GRB, then set up Harvey Relief Hub.

By Andrew Edmonson

hen Bill Baldwin awoke on August

27,the Sunday morning after

Tropical Storm Harvey arrived,
he jumped on his bike to survey his Heights
neighborhood before heading downtown to the
George R. Brown Convention Center (GRB),
where a shelter was opening.

When he reached the intersection of Saw-
yer and Watson, he found that it was flooded
with water up to his waist. He hoisted his bike
above his head, waded through the water for
about 40 feet, and continued onward.

After arriving at the GRB, still wet in his
biking clothes, Baldwin was assigned to be the
coordinator of volunteers. As flood evacu-
ees poured in, he and his impromptu team
scrambled to assemble over 2,400 cots, bor-
rowing towels from the nearby Hilton Hotel so
the waterlogged evacuees could dry off.

Thirteen hours later, Baldwin collapsed in
ahotel room at the Hilton. After sleeping for
three hours, he washed his biking clothes in
the shower, dried them with a hair dryer, and
set out for his second day of work.

“We got 10,000 people at GRB on day two,
and it was overwhelming,” he recalls. “On
Monday, there weren’t enough cots. There
wasn’t enough food. My experience at the
George R. Brown—working 12- to 16-hour
days—was amazing.”

With his entrepreneurial background and
his commitment to social justice, Baldwin was
well positioned to lead the GRB volunteer ef-
fort. As the owner of Boulevard Realty, he has
alonghistory of community involvement that
includes serving as president of the Hous-
ton Heights Association (HHA) and on the
boards of Recipe for Success and the Houston
Epilepsy Association. In 2011, he was named
Citizen of the Year by the HHA.

Along with philanthropist Nancy Kinder,
Baldwin served as cochair of newly elected
mayor Sylvester Turner’s quality-of-life tran-
sition committee, and he currently serves on

OutSmartMagazine.com |

the City of Houston’s Planning Commission.

“Bill has amazing generosity. If he feels he
can help, he will always rise to the challenge,”
says Houston Public Media presenter Ernie
Manouse, who cochaired the 2015 and 2016
World AIDS Day luncheons for AIDS Founda-
tion Houston with Baldwin. “He never sees
obstacles as barriers. Instead, he views them
as challenges that can, and will, be overcome.”

“Hisleadership is astounding,” longtime
Houston public-relations executive Cindy Clif-
ford says of Baldwin. “Keep an eye on him; he’s
going places.”

On August 31, with the situation at GRB
stabilized, Baldwin turned his attention to
launching a warehouse hub that could serve
alongside the City’s existing aid and recov-
ery efforts. “GRB stopped taking donations
because they were overwhelmed,” he says. “I
thought that there should be a place where peo-
ple could continue to donate. My observation
was that Houston’s people wanted to donate,
to volunteer—to do something. They needed
anoutlet. I really wanted to do something to
channel that energy.”

Baldwin met with State senator John
Whitmire (D-Houston), who was receptive
to the idea, and approached developer John
Deal, who agreed to donate the use of alarge
warehouse at 2500 Summer Street for collect-
ing and distributing donated items for flood
survivors.

He assembled a stellar volunteer team with
whom he had first worked at the GRB—includ-
ing Chris Brombracher, Erin Overhouse Locke,
Rick Smaile, and Pablo Vega—to launch the
Harvey Relief Hub on September 2. Their focus
was on accepting and dispensing donated
items to flood victims, connecting volunteers
with opportunities, and generally serving as
an informational hub for hurricane survivors
and volunteers. The Hub, which was initially
planned to be open for a week, went on for 15
days. “The first Saturday we were open, we —
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saw 300 people,” he recalls. “The second
Saturday that we were open, we had 1,100
people. And then 1,300 clients came through
on Sunday.”

The operation was staffed entirely by
volunteers—recruited from Facebook, other
social-media sites, and word of mouth—who
worked tirelessly in Houston’s late-summer heat
for hours in awarehouse with no air condition-
ing. “The very first Saturday we opened, one
volunteer worked all day, and then donated
$1,000,” remembers Baldwin. “The needs [of
flood survivors] were overwhelming. Volunteers
would work all day, and then go to Target and
buy bleach and diapers to bring back to the Hub.”

Truckloads of donations poured in to
Baldwin’s warehouse operation from New
York, Arizona, Kentucky, and other states. “A
significant number of people we served were
undocumented immigrants. ICE [Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement] was at some
of the shelters,” he says. “The undocumented
immigrants couldn’t ask for help from FEMA.
‘We were reaching a population that wouldn’t
otherwise be served.”

Witnessing the desperate straits and the
many needs of some Harvey survivors was,
at times, an intensely emotional experience.
“When [our] police chief [Art Acevedo] came,
the clients started crying. He started crying,
and I started crying,” Baldwin recalls. “[Then]
he gives them money out of his own pocket.
There was the feeling of, “‘What resources do
these people have at this particular moment?’”

Not long before Harvey, Baldwin and his
partner, Fady Armanious, creative director for
Tootsies, had spent two weeks in India. They
reveled in the beauty of the Taj Mahal, rode
elephants, and were deeply moved by a visit
to the Mumbai home of Mahatma Gandhi, the
icon of nonviolent civil disobedience.

Baldwin was also struck by India’s
extremes of wealth and poverty, and the way
in which hundreds of thousands of people in
Mumbai live in huts and tenements under
flimsy blue tarpaulins to protect themselves
from the elements—especially the monsoon
rains.

“I'm sure that that 15-day trip to India had
animpact on my immediate desire to go to
GRB and serve that first day. [I saw] that same
level of families with needs in the city where I
live,” Baldwin says.

“There wasn’t much that I could do about
itin Mumbai,” he adds. “But here in Houston,

I could make an immediate impact. The Hub
was about making an impact for individuals
who weren’t being served.”

Andrew Edmonson has served as the chairman
of the Houston Gay and Lesbian Film Festival,
and on the board of the Houston chapter of the
American Marketing Association.
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In adults with HIV on ART who have diarrhea not caused by an infection

Tired of planning your life around diarrhea?
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Mytesi (crofelemer):
* |s the only medicine FDA-approved to relieve diarrhea in people with HIV
* Treats diarrhea differently by normalizing the flow of water in the Gl tract
* Has the same or fewer side effects as placebo in clinical studies
» Comes from a tree sustainably harvested in the Amazon Rainforest

What is Mytesi?
Mytesi is a prescription medicine that helps relieve symptoms of diarrhea not caused by

an infection (noninfectious) in adults living with HIV//AIDS on antiretroviral therapy (ART).

Important Safety Information

Mytesi is not approved to treat infectious diarrhea (diarrhea caused by bacteria, a virus,
or a parasite). Before starting you on Mytesi, your healthcare provider will first be sure
that you do not have infectious diarrhea. Otherwise, there is a risk you would not receive
the right medicine and your infection could get worse. In clinical studies, the most
common side effects that occurred more often than with placebo were upper respiratory
tract (sinus, nose, and throat) infection (5.7%), bronchitis (3.9%), cough (3.5%),

flatulence (3.1%), and increased bilirubin (3.1%).
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For Copay Savings Card and

Patient Assistance, see Mytesi.com

Please see complete Prescribing Information at Mytesi.com.
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IMPORTANT PATIENT INFORMATION
This is only a summary. See complete Prescribing
Information at Mytesi.com or by calling
1-844-722-8256. This does not take the place

of talking with your doctor about your medical
condition or treatment.

What Is Mytesi?

Mytesi is a prescription medicine used to improve
symptoms of noninfectious diarrhea (diarrhea not
caused by a bacterial, viral, or parasitic infection) in
adults living with HIV/AIDS on ART.

Do Not Take Mytesi if you have diarrhea caused by
an infection. Before you start Mytesi, your doctor and
you should make sure your diarrhea is not caused by
an infection (such as bacteria, virus, or parasite).

Possible Side Effects of Mytesi Include:

o Upper respiratory tract infection (sinus, nose, and
throat infection)

e Bronchitis (swelling in the tubes that carry air to
and from your lungs)

e Cough

© Flatulence (gas)

o Increased hilirubin (a waste product when red blood
cells break down)

For a full list of side effects, please talk to your doctor.

Tell your doctor if you have any side effect that

bothers you or does not go away.

You are encouraged to report negative side

effects of prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit

www.fda.gov/medwatch or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Should I Take Mytesi If | Am:

Pregnant or Planning to Become Pregnant?

o Studies in animals show that Mytesi could
harm an unborn baby or affect the ability to
become pregnant

o There are no studies in pregnant women
taking Mytesi

e This drug should only be used during pregnancy
if clearly needed

A Nursing Mother?

o |t is not known whether Mytesi is passed through
human breast milk

o If you are nursing, you should tell your doctor before
starting Mytesi

o Your doctor will help you to decide whether to stop
nursing or to stop taking Mytesi

Under 18 or Over 65 Years of Age?

o Mytesi has not been studied in children under
18 years of age

o \ytesi studies did not include many people over
the age of 65. So it is not clear if this age group will
respond differently. Talk to your doctor to find out if
Mytesi is right for you

What Should | Know About Taking Mytesi
With Other Medicines?

If you are taking any prescription or over-the-counter
medicine, herbal supplements, or vitamins, tell your
doctor before starting Mytesi.

What If | Have More Questions About Mytesi?
For more information, please see the full Prescribing
Information at Mytesi.com or speak to your doctor

or pharmacist.

To report side effects or make a product complaint or
for additional information, call 1-844-722-8256.
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94105 Copyright © Napo Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

Mytesi comes from the Croton lechleritree
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prepared, from the moment they walk through
the front door. We had a specific person to
greet each family as they entered, take them to
their area, address their needs, and make sure
they had food and clothing. BakerRipley work-
ers can speak a combination of 16 different
languages, so that was a huge aid because of
our area’s diversity.”

In addition to Harris County and NRG
staff, almost every health organization in the
city helped out. The shelter was quickly outfit-
ted with a pharmacy, a children’s play center,
and even a section for displaced pets. Barrio
Dogs and the city’s BARC shelter assisted with
the pet center, and the Children’s Museum of
Houston lent supplies for the kids’ zone. Aztec
Rental Center arrived with truckloads of cots,
tables, and chairs, while prepared food ar-
rived from some of the city’s best restaurants.
Money and donated items poured in from
around the world.

“And there were hundreds and hundreds of
volunteers wanting to work there,” Blanchard
says. “So many that some days we had to turn
them away because we had more volunteers
than we had evacuees. But that’s just Houston.
Everyone wanted to help.”

Still, an emergency shelter is just a short-
term fix in a crisis. By late September, the long-
term work had begun: finding places for people
tolive until their homes are repaired or rebuilt,
finding jobs for many, and seeing to ongoing
healthcare and other needs. Harvey caused
billions of dollars in damages, left 300,000
people without electricity, and 30,000 at least
temporarily homeless. BakerRipley will be in it
for the long haul.

And even though Blanchard will be leaving
the organization’s helm at the end of the year,
she won’t stop being passionate about her
humanitarian concern for the well-being of
others. “I can’t tell you what I am going to be
doing right now,” Blanchard says. “I haven’t
really decided, but I'll be continuing my work
helping people whose lives have been disrupted
by war and weather around the world.”

Asaninternationally recognized speaker
and consultant to aid organizations and gov-
ernments, Blanchard has been to disaster shel-
ters and refugee camps across the globe. That’s
where she plans to make use of the $250,000
unrestricted cash award that comes with her
Human Condition Award from the Heinz Fam-
ily Foundation. “It is a beautiful award; I am
deeply honored,” Blanchard says. “And this was
decided before Hurricane Harvey. It was just
announced in the middle of the crisis.

“But I have passion for the work, and hope,”
she adds. “The human spirit is not extinguish-
able; itis resilient.”

Marene Gustin is a regular contributor
to OuTSMART magazine.
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ebbie Holmes has been a member

of Houston’s Resurrection Metro-

politan Community Church, which
ministers to LGBTQ people and their families
and friends, for 33 years.

With more than 400 members, Resur-
rection is the fourth-largest MCC congrega-
tion in the world, according to Pastor Troy
Treash. Situated on West 11th Street along
White Oak Bayou in the Heights, the church
sustained major flooding during Tropical
Storm Harvey.

Anditwasn’t the first time. “I think it
was worse during [Tropical Storm] Allison,”
Holmes says, recalling the previous flood in
2001. “We only got about a foot-and-a-half of
water in the sanctuary this time.”

Resurrection MCC, begun in the early
1970s as an inclusive, equality-based house
of worship, has had fourlocations in its his-
tory. In 2000, as members outgrew their third
space, the church moved to the beautiful nine-
acre campus it currently calls home. Today, the
church shares its space with 25 other com-
munity organizations, from Pride Charities
and the Gay Men’s Chorus to alocal Narcotics
Anonymous group.

The church’s senior pastor, Rev. Troy
Treash, wasn’t at Resurrection during Tropi-
cal Storm Allison. Treash was with Bering Me-
morial United Methodist Church in Montrose
at the time. “We [at Bering] just had our base-
ment flooded,” Treashrecalls. “So I was able to
come over here to help out. [Resurrection] lost
all of their pews in that flood.”

This time, thanks to hundreds of volun-
teerslike Holmes, the pews were removed,
cleaned, and stored in the choir loft after the
storm hit. “That was the hardest part,” Holmes
says. “But we had to do it to get the wet carpet
up. We're just lucky we could save the pews this
time.” Holmes spent the better part of the week
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The Rev. Troy Treash

after Harvey volunteering at the church.

“People brought in breakfast and lunch for
us,” she says. “People would see our cars in the
parkinglot and stop and ask if we needed help.
One guy stopped and thought we were opening
ashelter, but when we showed him the water
damage, he just jumped in and started pulling
sheetrock. He was amazing.”

Thanks to parishioners, neighbors, Uni-
versity of Houston students, and complete
strangers, it wasn’t long before all of the ruined
sheetrock and carpet was pulled.

“They are like a second community center,
and by far they were the worst-hit [organi-
zation] in the queer community,” says Kent
Loftin, development director at the Montrose
Center, which dispatched volunteers and food
to the church in the wake of Harvey. “We need
them in the community.”

In addition to dealing with damage to
church property, Resurrection MCC was busy
assisting members who experienced flood-
ing at their homes. “Since the hurricane, we

®

Saving the Seats

After Resurrection MCC lost its pews to Tropical Storm Allison, volunteers were able to clean the replacements,
then store them in the choir loft, left, after Harvey’s floodwaters inundated the sanctuary, right.
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learned of 31 of our families who needed sup-
port,” Treash wrote in an email to members
on September 15. “You quickly responded and
have met many of those needs.

“Some of our Resurrection family are now
living with friends or have found temporary
housing,” he added. “Others have relocated to a
second floor in their house. Many are experi-
encing the space between the immediate activ-
ity of tearing out and waiting to start repairing
and replacing.”

Fortunately, unlike many churches, Resur-
rection MCC had some flood insurance. “But
our elevator is out, and if you remember after
Allison, you could get contractors, but it was
hard to find any sheetrock,” Treash says. “I just
pray we can get back in the sanctuary before
Christmas.”

By September 2, the church was able to set
up folding chairs in the one building that didn’t
flood, their gym, and hold worship services.
“The reverend asked everyone to stand up who
had helped out with the cleanup, and halfthe
congregation stood up,” Holmes says.

“We ended the service with the gospel song
‘Standin,” Treash says. “One of the lines is,
‘When the storm is over, I'll be standing.” So it
was very appropriate.”

But how many times can they rebuild?
Aswith many others who own homes and
businesses near the city’s multiple bayous,
the question on the minds of church leaders
is a tough one: rebuild or relocate? “Boy, we've
wrestled with that since the last flood,” Treash
says. “We’ve been praying and talking about it
since Tropical Storm Allison.”

By mid-September, the church had con-
vened a small design team, and was consulting
with experts and procuring bids. “We will con-
tinue to make choices that consider the impact
of future flooding in Houston—whether in 15
years or 50 years,” Treash wrote to members.

In addition to flooding concerns, Treash
says the foundation of the church’s gym is
settling oddly. “As it turns out, the bayou once
looped around under the ground there before
the engineers straightened it out,” he says. “I
think it wants to go back to the way it was.”

Many, like Holmes, are opposed to the
idea of moving the church. “I don’t want to do
that,” she says. “This is a great area, centrally
located, and we have members come from all
over. This is the perfect spot.”

“We are attached to that space,” Treash
adds. “It really is beautiful—except when it
floods.”

You can donate to the church’s rebuilding
efforts at resurrectionmcc.org.

Marene Gustin is a regular contributor
to OUTSMART magazine.
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Iris Rodriguez

uried in an East Downtown neighbor-
Bhood, ared-brick house doubles as a

nonprofit distribution site to help those
impacted by Tropical Storm Harvey. Since late
August, the volunteers stationed there have
been reconstructing homes and delivering sup-
plies to families who lost everything.

The Texas Local Disaster Recovery Squad
(TXLDRS), which has dubbed itself the “les-
bian mafia,” is dedicated to assisting those
who received no federal aid after Harvey’s
destruction. The squad’s story began with the
rising floodwaters in Houston and two boats
delivered by an LGBTQ activist from Dallas.

Like many others, Houston Fire Depart-
ment captain Iris Rodriguez was at a viewing
party for the boxing match between Floyd
Mayweather and Conor McGregor on August
25 when Harvey began to drench Houston.

Rodriguezleft the party at the home of her
friend Melissa Vivianco early so she could be
at her fire station the next day. After assisting
with several rescues while on duty, she met up
with Vivianco again, devastated. “It was ter-
rible,” Rodriguez says. “I was exhausted, and
I knew that we were going to have to work for
about four years just like this to get Houston
back to where it once was.”

Vivianco, a UPS worker and political activ-
ist, wanted to join her friend and help the city.
She put together teams of women to help set up
shelters and go out into the floodwaters to res-
cue people trapped in their homes. The women
knew their rescue efforts would be more effec-
tive if they had boats. They took to Facebook,
and within minutes a friend of Rodriguez’s told
herthat awoman in Dallas had two boats that
would be dropped offin Houston.

Karen McCrocklin, an LGBTQ author
and spokesperson, was over 200 miles away,

Dispatching the
‘Lesbian Mafia’

LGBTQ volunteers form
Texas Local Disaster Recovery Squad.

By Lourdes Zavaleta

witnessing Harvey’s destruction online. She
learned about Rodriguez’s team through a mu-
tual friend. After borrowing the boats from a
friend, McCrocklin began planning the trip to
Houston. Before she left, she asked her friends
for supplies and created a GoFundMe page to
accept donations. “I didn’t think she would
actually come,” Rodriguez says. “Sure enough,
the following morning, I got a call saying
someone left two boats and supplies outside of

the fire station. I had no idea who this lady was.

Iwaslike, “‘Who is this crazy woman?’”

After dropping off the boats at the station,
MecCrocklin drove all night to evacuate a
friend to Austin before heading back to Dallas.
She has continued to collect donations and
make weekly trips to Houston to deliver them
and work on reconstruction with TXLDRS. As
of mid-September, her GoFundMe had raised
over $25,000.

“I'm sure that they thought I was nuts,”
McCrocklin says. “But I'm incredibly grate-
ful that I have the time, the resources, and
great friends from all over the world who have
pitched in.

“I'm so fortunate to have beenraisedina
culture of people who care, and to have been
involved in organizations that taught me how
to make change effectively,” McCrocklin adds.
“LGBTQpeople know how to get things done.”

With the boats, TXLDRS headed toward
northeast Houston. There, they rescued over
30 families, many of whom were living in one-
story homes that had up to seven feet of water
inthem.

After the flooding cleared, the team went
back to the same neighborhoods to start
rebuilding. They went door-to-door to find
elderly and disabled people who were unable to
travel to distribution points for aid. Several of
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them were living in toxic environments, their
walls and floors covered in mold and rot. To
clear homes of water damage, they removed
carpets, sheetrock, and sprayed mold retar-
dant on the walls. Seven homes have been re-
constructed by the team since mid-September.

Rodriguez says that the life experiences
that all LGBTQ people share is what makes
her team so willing to help Houstonians in
need. “Caring for people is a part of our being,”
Rodriguez explains. “It’s our fabric. We live
this every single day, and we don’t know any
differently.”

Vivianco says that the interconnected-
ness of the LGBTQ community has helped her
and Rodriguez find volunteers and sponsors.
“LGBT people are always activists,” Vivianco
says. “So when it comes to getting supplies, we
have contacts everywhere.”

Rodriguez says that the future of TXLDRS
lies with the collaborations it is making with
other organizations. The Houston Democratic
Party has been referring volunteers and people
with damaged homes to the group. The LIFE
Association, a Texas-based not-for-profit orga-
nization, donated $5,000 in gift cards. Houston’s
Pearl Bar and BakerRipley, the large communi-
ty-development nonprofit, have also partnered
with TXLDRS to help rebuild the headquarters
of Sheltering Arms Senior Services.

TXLDRS has also set up a Facebook page
for those who need assistance or want to help
the group’s cause.

“What these women do is inspiring,”
MecCrocklin says. “They have built this great
organization, and it all started with a Facebook
post about aboat.”

Lourdes Zavaleta is a frequent
contributor to OUTSMART magazine.
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Restaurants to the Rescue

How the food industry stepped up when the storm hit.

few days after the Tropical Storm
AHarvey floods, I was having lunch

at Frank’s Americana Revival when
two Houston police officers came in. I told
my waiter I wanted to pick up their check, but
he informed me that restaurant owner Mike
Shine had already taken care of it—and that
three other tables had also asked to pay for the
officers’ meals.

Anyone familiar with Houston’s food in-
dustry knows the generosity and camaraderie
that abounds. In the aftermath of Harvey, it
escalated to herculean proportions. “The first
week after the hurricane, we had maybe 100
requests for hot meals,” Shine says. “And of
course we said yes. How many and where? A lot
of the sheriff’s deputies lost their homes and
were staying at the jail to sleep and take show-
ers off duty, and we took food to them about
three or four times.”

Frank’s Americana Revival also gladly
agreed to extend the Houston Restaurant
Weeks fundraiser for the Houston Food Bank
through the end of September. “In these try-
ing times for Houston and its residents and
businesses, we are touched by the outpouring
of support from our generous supporters and
donors,” says Brian Greene, the food bank’s
president and CEO.

The Houston Food Bank serves 18 Texas
counties, 11 of which have been declared
disaster areas. In the storm’s aftermath, the
nonprofit distributed one million pounds of
food per day—three to four times more than
usual. In the first week following the storm,
8,700 volunteers showed up to help.

Houston Restaurant Weeks, where restau-
rants serve special menus and donate a portion
of the price to the Houston Food Bank, is the
largest annual fundraiser for the nonprofit.
“Of course we agreed to extend the event,” says
Greg Martin, chef and co-owner (with his hus-
band, Paul) of Bistro Menil. “We were lucky.
Neither our home nor restaurant suffered any
damage, but so many others did.” Martin says
about half of his customers are asking for the

By Marene Gustin

©

Catering to Compassion

Volunteers at Mister French’s Gourmet Bakery prepared 7,000 meals for Harvey survivors
before moving the operation to Catering by George so they could increase their output.

special menu. “That’s what we can do right
now to help, so we are.”

Houston public-relations guru Dutch Small
was in Atlanta while his husband, Israel Glass,
battled the flooding in their hometown, but
that didn’t stop Small from helping out. Small
took to social mediato coordinate restaurants,
chefs, and others who wanted to donate food
and prepared meals for first responders and
evacuees.

The Midtown Kitchen Collective became

OutSmartMagazine.com

a hub for feeding those in need, cranking out
10,000 to 15,000 hot meals (in addition to
1,800 sandwiches) per hour.

Pico’s restaurant donated $1 to the Hous-
ton SPCA for every cocktail sold, and chef/
owner Arnaldo Richards took to the streets
in affected neighborhoods on the north side
to distribute lunches. Bollo Woodfired Pizza
dedicated $5,000—an entire day’s worth of
sales on September 5—to five flood-affected
familiesin the area.
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RESTAURANTS TO THE RESCUE

continued from page 49

Scott French

Bryan Caswell’s Reef eatery in Midtown
took on some water, but he opened his kitchen
to volunteers and began cooking for the relief
efforts. Through his Southern Salt Foundation,
he and his wife, Jennifer, also delivered hot
meals and other necessities to hard-hit coastal
towns like Rockport and Seadrift. And they're
planning to hold benefits for rebuilding efforts
at their two soon-to-be-opened downtown
concepts, Oxbow 7 and Hogghbirds.

At the Dessert Gallery, founder/owner
Sara Brook and her team spent mornings
in the kitchen preparing hundreds of deli
sandwiches, before delivering them to some of
Houston’s hardest-hit neighborhoods. Dessert
Gallery also gave nearly $3,000 worth of food
to Second Servings, Houston’s only prepared-

food rescue organization, and is donating all
proceeds from the sale of #HoustonStrong,
#TexasStong, and hoUSton cookies to Mayor
Sylvester Turner’s Harvey Relief Fund. “It was
heartbreaking to see so many families schlep-
ping alifetime of memories and possessions to
the curbs outside their once-beautiful homes.
It was also inspiring to see their strength and
can-do spirit,” Brook says. “We know it was
devastating for them—and hard labor. For

us, being able to provide fresh meals and our
signature chocolate-dipped chunk cookies was
alabor of love.”

And thelist goes on. So many in the food
industry—from chefs, restaurant owners, pub-
licists, grocery stores, and media outlets—have
donated time, money, and food to those in need.

The story of the bakers at E1 Bolillo Bakery
went viral after they decided to bake bread for
two days straight while they were trapped in
their store during the flooding. They produced
so much bread that they were able to feed thou-
sands after the water receded.

And the folks at Mister French’s Gourmet
Bakery—Scott French, Roy Alvarez Jr., and
chef C.J. Dilan—opened their doors to help feed
first responders. The Mister French’s kitchen
produced more than 7,000 meals before that
crew moved to Catering By George so they
could increase their output. “We’re a bakery
and a caterer,” French says. “So even before the
storm, most of our orders were cancelled. And
since we didn’t have any flooding here, it just
made sense to open up the kitchen and get to
work helping those in need.

“We did 1,000 meals the
first day, 2,000 the second,
and 4,000 the third day,” he
adds. “It was avery rewarding
experience.”

But even without damage
from Harvey, the business is
still hurting. “The catering
business hasbeen hitalot
harder than other food busi-
nesses,” he admits. “People
aren’t throwing parties and
galas—and they shouldn’t be
right now. But the Greater
Houston LGBT Chamber of
Commerce has been really
helpful to small businesses
like us, helping to direct some
business our way.”

French says things are far
from normal, but like so many
others, he’s confident Houston
® will recover.

Sweet Gesture

The Dessert Gallery is donating proceeds from the sale of
#HoustonStrong, #TexasStong, and hoUSton cookies to
Mayor Sylvester Turner’s Harvey Relief Fund.

Marene Gustin is a regular
contributor to OUTSMART
magazine.
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Clutch Performers

Drag artists raise money online
and on stage in wake of storm.

By Josh Inocéncio

DuBois and her friends were trapped in their apartment com-
plex. But she knew she had to do something, since her weekly
gig at Michael’s Outpost that Monday was a lost cause.

“We were thankfully in a spot where we were not getting damaged
too much by the rain,” Thorne-DuBois recalls. “But we were seeing peo-
ple all over the city in situations infinitely worse than where we were.”

Thorne-DuBois, who studied theater at the University of Houston
and now works for the Houston Grand Opera, organized a drag perfor-
mance on Facebook Live to entertain those in distress and raise money
as quickly as possible for relief efforts.

“Isaid, just because the show is cancelled doesn’t mean we can’t do
one. We can put it on Facebook and do it in our living rooms,” Thorne-
DuBoisrecalls. “And others can do mini-performances in their living
rooms. Plus, people can donate money to charities.”

Two Facebook Live marathons later (the first was 9 hours and the
second was 12), Thorne-DuBois had raised $4,800 singing some of the
same Broadway tunes she normally performs at Michael’s Outpost.
Special guests on the live feed—who also performed from their living
rooms—contributed renditions of songs by Beyoncé, Mariah Carey, and
Macklemore. “We were all over the place,” Thorne-DuBois says. “[It
was] quite the diverse drag show.”

All proceeds from those marathons went to the Montrose Center
and Legacy Community Health for Harvey relief. But Thorne-DuBois
isn’t finished. In addition to raising money for
the Houston Food Bank, she wants to assist
families affected by the storm—including one
that had helped out with her drag career. So
she plans to continue with Facebook Live per-
formances once amonth for the rest of 2017. “I
want to donate my talent because I'm not able
to go around and build houses,” she says. “So I
can do something I'm really good at while rais-
ing money and entertaining people.”

Thorne-DuBois’ broadcasts, which made
national news, were just one example of how
Houston’s drag community participated in
relief efforts in the wake of the storm.

Another Houston performer, Chloe T.

Crawford, was also trapped by floodwaters at
her father’s house near Sugar Land. Motivated
by drag’s tradition of supporting charitable
causes, she knew she had to contribute. “Most
times during tragedies, the gay community
looks to drag queens to raise money,” Craw-
ford says.

g s Tropical Storm Harvey’s floodwaters rose, Regina Thorne-

“Sonaturally we were involved with efforts to create fundraising out-
lets for the community.”

Since then, Crawford has appeared at a string of impromptu events
across Houston benefiting displaced people, including at South Beach,
Hamburger Mary’s, and Rich’s. For comic relief, she’s sung her trio
of storm songs: “Here Comes the Rain,” “I Can’t Stand the Rain,” and
“Brand New Day.”

Fellow drag performer Angelina DM Trailz was also flood-bound in
her parents” home after they evacuated to Dallas. “The entire time I was
alone with a fridge full of vegan food,” says Trailz.

While the flooding cancelled Trailz’ regular Saturday-night perfor-
mance, she banded together with a few other performers the following
weekend for a show benefiting AIDS Foundation Houston. “As adrag
queen, I live paycheck to paycheck,” Trailz says. “A lot of us lost work
that week of the hurricane, but I told a couple of girls, ‘I know we haven’t
had work, but we should raise money for the relief.”

Trailz also tackled another issue alongside Harvey’s wreckage: pres-
ident Donald Trump’s announcement that he plans to end the Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) protections for young “Dreamer”
immigrants. “Houston has a ton of Dreamers, and many of them are
now displaced,” explains Trailz, opening up about her Dreamer status.
“They already don’t know where they’re going. It’s like Trump made the
announcement at that moment so Dreamers would just get up and leave,
[thinking that they] might as well start all over again somewhere else if
they have nothing in Houston.

“Some of us who are your entertainers every
Saturday happen to be DACA recipients,” she
adds. “I think I'll be fine, but still, we don’t know
what’s going to happen.”

Since the storm, Thorne-DuBois has re-
turned to her weekly show at Michael’s Outpost,
Crawford has resumed a monthly brunch ap-
pearance at Boheme, and Trailzhaslinedup a
special gig hosting the Gender Bender Ball at the
Texas Renaissance Festival in November.

But they collectively emphasize one thing:
all of their upcoming Harvey-related perfor-
mances will raise funds for local charities
rather than national ones like the Red Cross.

“When the Red Crossis gone in a few
months, it’s the organizations here that will
need funding the most to continue rebuilding
Houston,” Thorne-DuBois says.

ASHKAN IMAGE

Josh Inocénciois a regular
contributor to OUTSMART magazine.

Regina Thorne-DuBois

54 | OCTOBER 2017 | OutSmartMagazine.com


http:// outsmartmagazine.com 

“A lot of us lost work that
week of the hurricane, butI
told a couple of girls, ‘I know
we haven’t had work, but
we should raise money for
the relief.’”

—Angelina DM Trailz

©

Show of Strength

Days after Harvey hit, drag performer Angelina
DM Trailz emceed an arm-wrestling benefit for
survivors, hosted by the LGBT veterans of the
Lone Star Veterans Association at Guava Lamp.
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Public-Private Partnership

Susan Christian (r) helped lead Tropical Storm Harvey
response for the city of Houston, while her longtime
partner, Laura Spanjian, spearheaded Airbnb’s efforts.
They are shown in 2014 with their older son, Eli.
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Longtime partners Susan Christian,
Laura Spanjian team up for Harvey response.

ongtime partners Susan Christian and

Laura Spanjian became a tag-team

relief duo in the aftermath of Tropical
Storm Harvey—bridging the private and public
sectors to coordinate food, housing, and sup-
port for first responders and evacuees.

For Christian, who serves as director of the
Houston Mayor’s Office of Special Events, the
week leading up to Harvey was especially hec-
tic. She spent long hours in meetings planning
the City’s response to the storm.

“Throughout the year, we are a cohesive
unit and work seamlessly on major events
and other special projects, including extreme
weather events,” Christian says of the Mayor’s
Office of Special Events.

Christian, who’s spent over 32 years in pub-
lic service, was first involved in major relief ef-
forts during Hurricane Katrina and Hurricane
Rita. When Harvey hit, she was ready. “I knew
many of the needs: finding generators, secur-
ing housing for first responders, securing food
for first responders—and not just sandwiches,”
Christian says. “Our first responders, whether
they work for the City, another agency, or are
neighbors down the street, are the true heroes
of Harvey.”

Spanjian, who serves as aregional public-
policy director at Airbnb, was busy coordinat-
ing the company’s largest disaster-response
effort to date, which included working with
Christian and mayor Sylvester Turner’s of-
fice to help find housing for first responders.
Christian assigned City staff to work with
Airbnb to prioritize families and match needs
with open homes. “Because Harvey was an un-
precedented rain and flood event, and so many
were displaced, Airbnb worked closely with the

By Megan Wadding
Photo by Yvonne Tran

City of Houston Mayor’s Office to help house
families of first responders who had lost their
homes, but were still working 18-hour days,”
Spanjian says.

When a disaster strikes in her region,
Spanjian works directly with the Airbnb
Global Disaster Response and Reliefteam to
ensure they are helping as many people as pos-
sible find free temporary housing. When their
online Airbnb tool is activated, it automati-
cally contacts Airbnb hosts near the impacted
areas to see if they wish to participate, and
waives all booking fees.

In addition to connecting emergency relief
workers and volunteers with Airbnb hosts
who agree to open their homes free of charge,
Spanjian and the Airbnb team also work
directly with evacuees to find appropriate
housingin the right locations, based on family
size as well as their transportation, school,
and job needs. Over 1,000 free temporary
accommodations have been offered in Texas
and Louisiana for Harvey survivors since the
program was launched. “During a disaster
such as Harvey that displaces so many people
from their homes, temporary housing is
probably the most critical need, particularly
for families,” Spanjian says. “People want to
help their neighbors in disasters like this. Our
community’s generosity is truly humbling, and
we are thankful to those who have volunteered
their homes.”

Spanjian, who spent 18 years in the public
sector (including a stint in the Houston
mayor’s office), says she went to work for
Airbnb because of the company’s values and its
constant drive to find ways to use the plat-
form to help others. “The Airbnb community,

OutSmartMagazine.com |

coupled with Houston’s spirit of giving back
and helping neighbors, has made the Airbnb
Harvey disaster-response effort the largest
and strongest to date,” she says. “I am so proud
to be apart of these efforts to provide tempo-
rary housing to evacuees.”

Christian and Spanjian said damage to
their home was minimal compared to the loss
and suffering of so many of their neighbors.
Their street and yard flooded, but no water
entered their house.

Although they were without power for a
week and lost one of their vehicles that had
been parked downtown, they still feel fortu-
nate. “A crisis is always difficult. When you
get the call, you go, and I am appreciative of my
family and friends being there for me through
the many long hours,” Christian says.

Christian and Spanjian say friends pitched
in to help care for their two young children,

Eli and Ethan, whom they called “amazing
troupers.” It was important for the couple to
model an example of community service for
their sons.

Looking back on the disaster, Christian
and Spanjian say they saw a city come together
with one goal and one purpose: to help neigh-
bors.

“Our city is unique because of our people,”
Christian says. “Together, we are all ‘Houston
Strong,” and many are working around the
clock to help others. There is no question that
so many are doing their part for the betterment
of Houston. That’s who we are. I am proud to be
apart of the fabric of our city.”

Megan Wadding is a frequent contributor
to OUTSMART magazine.

OCTOBER 2017 | 57


http:// outsmartmagazine.com 

RSDAYS RDAY.
Doors Open at 10pm

Doors Open at 10pm

.'\\

JOE ROSS )

\, [RESURRECTION SATUROAYS)
.El YR
GUST 10TH
ATneM

Doors Open at 10pm

JOE
ROSS

ﬁf‘lLB 'wrfii” '

FRI. OCT 6
RICHIE HAWTIN

& OCT .
HALLOWEEN
COSTUME CONTEST

2(%;%—1? SAT. OCT 7

J WARREN

o B —

- . . i
SAT. OCT 14
ALEX ACOSTA

RICHSNIGHTCLUB.COM f ®
2401 SAN JACINTO « HOUSTON, TX

FRI. OCT 27
ALAIN JACKINSKY

Since 1978

FAVORITE LOCAL
LGBT COMMUNITY Outvsmart

ORGANIZATION G AYEST
THANK voU | & GREATEST

2016

Montrose
Center K X

401 BRANARD STREET | HOUSTON, TEXAS 77006 | MoNTRosecenterore 7 13.529.0037

58 | OCTOBER 2017 | OutSmartMagazine.com

FOUNTAINS & STATUARY



http:// richsnightclub.com 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
http:// www.fountainsandstatuary.com 
mailto:fountainsandstatuary@yahoo.com

Flooded: A Story in

Moving forward after the water recedes.

By Ryan M. Leach
Photo by John Wright

screamed at the giant trucks as they raced

down my street through the high water,
“Stop speeding down our streets, asshole!
You’re pushing water into our homes!”

I stood on my upstairs balcony and

It felt good to scream at them. Truth be told,

I already had about a foot of water downstairs,
and it was rising. In that moment, as yet
another truck sped through the floodwater, I
realized why people love their guns so much. It
was probably best that I didn’t have one.

‘When water floods your home, it doesn’t
come cascading through the front and back
doors. It comes through the walls. It encroach-
es from every corner and point of vulnerability
in the exterior. It pushes you to the middle of
the room like arat.

There was abrief moment, as the clear
rainwater started seeping in over my wooden
floors, that I thought, “Wow, it sort of looks
pretty.”

The water eventually topped out at about
18 inches, or halfway up the electrical outlets.
This is when the real problem starts.

ACT 1I: The Body Electric

Once the water reaches your outlets, you
runtherisk of electrical current running
through it. They say you’re supposed to turn
off the breakers if your house begins to flood.

I suppose I could have done this in between
frantically moving my dog upstairs, trying to
save valuables and furniture, collecting food to
bring upstairs, and crying.

During the first night of Harvey, water
flooded my home and then receded—three
times. After the second time, I went to a neigh-
bor’s house on higher ground. That is where I
stayed for the next few days.

The first day, I called my family and my
friends and my boyfriend, and I cried. I didn’t
cry about the house as much as about their
kindness, love, and support. I was truly beside
myself. I cried in the kitchen while we made
dinner. It was an ugly cry. It was not soft and
quiet, but loud and painful. I couldn’t get
enough airin, and I couldn’t get my tears out
fast enough. There was nothing that could
soothe me. I couldn’t eat dinner, and eventually

OutSmartMagazine.com |

©

Vanity of Vanities
OUTSMART writer Ryan
Leach, shown in his living
room with his bathroom
vanity, says Harvey taught
him how fragile and fleeting
things can be.

I cried myselfto sleep.

The next night, the rain came again. When
the water rose to the highest level it had ever
reached, my neighbor started to worry that
hishome would flood. I just thought about my
home, only a block away, sloshing around. My
trash can was probably floating on top of the
brackish water, spilling out garbage. It likely
bumped into my table and cabinets, also swol-
len with water. Maybe it floated into the out-
lets, causing a spark and catching my house on
fire. The bottom floor would be flooded while
the top halfburned. That’s poetic, I thought.

The water subsided again. No fire.

ACT Ill: The Black Mold

Everyone is an expert on floods. I discovered
that pretty quickly. My neighbors, my family,
my friends—all of them were experts. Every
time I picked up the phone or walked out the
door, there was someone should-ing me. “You
should really call ServePro.” “You should really
do demo.” “You should really try not to worry
aboutit.” —
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FLoopep: A Story IN Four Acts

continued from previous page

One thing they all talked about was black mold.

The terrible truth is that the flooding itself
is avery small part of the overall experience.
There isn’t much you can do before or during
the flood. It’s the weeks and months after that
are the most enduring. You have to stop looking
at the flooded part of your house as a home. The
water ruins it and everything it touches. It’s al-
most liberating, in a way. That yearbook is now
just wet pages and a soggy binding. Trash it. The
photo album that’s so old it was made back when
people had photo albums is trash, too.

At some point in the future you will wonder
where your shoes are, only to realize that they
probably floated right out the door when you
were racing to get your car to higher ground.

The house smelled like wet towels and
swamp when I was able to begin cleanup. I had
ordered in my mind what I was going to do.
Pick up the trash, then dry up the sludge. Then
clean the floors. Then pack what survived.
Thisis all done in preparation for demolishing
the walls to prevent the growth of black mold.

You have to first take out all of the sheet-
rock, about two feet up the wall from the
high-water mark. Then you must pull out the
insulation. It will be soaked, like a sponge. Pull
out the cabinets, too. Take your home down
to the slab and the studs, and then spray them
with bleach. Then blow about 10 giant electric
fans through it for five to six days. You have
now successfully prevented the growth of
black mold—probably.

Houses, you discover, are just glorified
tents. There isn’t much to them, other than the
emotions we project onto them.

After I completed the mold-prevention
steps, and my house started smelling more
woody than wet, I started to feel a sense of
control and normalcy. By the time the fans were
removed, I had moved back in upstairs and was
entertaining a new insurance adjuster, contrac-
tor, or repair person on a daily basis. All I needed
was money, and that just involves waiting.

It should be noted that my experience was
smooth sailing compared to that of other peo-
ple. Factor in that I had insurance, my house
drained, and I have an employer who under-
stood my predicament. Many people who were
flooded by Harvey didn’t have these things to
lean on. Floods are about balancing leaning on
others and prioritizing your tasks.

You can’t pull the covers over your head, lest
the black mold gets you. You can’t stop going
to work, lest the black mold gets you. You can’t
stop living—unless the black mold gets you.

Act IV: Dust to Dust

The checks from the insurance agent eventu-
ally arrived. I have not, in what is now two
floods, encountered an adjuster who tried to
haggle with me. Sure, they need photos and
quotes to justify the costs, but they generally
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work with you. It never happens fast enough,
but it does happen. The last phase of the flood
is the rebuilding. If you are fortunate enough
to be able to continue living at home, your
personal space eventually becomes covered
in construction dust. I started to develop an
asthma problem, along with my dog.

But at some point, your walls come back up.
I forgot what it was like to have walls until I
had them again. They are comforting.

Then the floor goes down. Floors are luxu-
ries, I discovered.

The kitchen cabinets are replaced, doors
are put back on, and furniture returns. In most
ways, my home will be even better after the
flood than it was before. Everything that had
been broken will be fixed, and everything that
was old will be new.

Butyou are never quite the same after you
live through aflood, or any harrowing event.
This experience made me realize how fragile
and fleeting things can be. Things, and even
places, are temporary. I was the constant, how-
ever. I could survive and rebuild. People talk
about how “moving on isn’t an option.” That’s
actually not true. We all move on from terrible . . . .
things. Time keeps moving us on, like a broom BU | ld a bea utlfu I, fa mi ly Wlth
and adustpan. The trick to overcoming the H OUStO N Fertl llty SpeCIa llStS.

traumais learning how to move forward.

Houston is moving forward. Ca “ tod ay. 7 13_5 12_7900.

Ryan Leach is a regular contributor
to OuTSMART magazine.
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Coping with Post-Harvey Trauma

Experts say 50 percent of
survivors will experience
mental-health symptoms.

By Kim Hogstrom

or Angela and Ellen, alesbian
F couple from South Houston, the mere
memory of Tropical Storm Harvey is a
nightmare.

“The water was scary as hell,” Angela says.

The couple, who asked that their surnames
be withheld to protect their privacy, said
floodwaters gushed down their street and
knocked alarge oak tree onto their house, tak-
ing out a chunk of the roof.

“Our house was drenched inside, and
both our cars flooded,” Ellen says. “I was so
disorientated. Ilost my sense of time and day.
We made it through mostly by watching Hous-
toniansin dire situations on the news. The
memory is anightmare—literally.”

Angela says that after the storm, every
time she saw a flat-bottom boat being pulled
behind a truck, or aloose dog, she began to cry.

“But the worst part is probably now—this
feeling of being overwhelmed,” she says. “It’s
like there’s a double dose of gravity dragging
me to the Earth.”

What the two women are describing is
post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), and
experts say 50 percent of those who experi-
ence natural disasters will exhibit symptoms.

However, if you think PTSD is limited
to those who lost property in the flood,
think again. Almost every one of us lost
something to Harvey.

The Healer
Legacy Community Health, with clinics
throughout Houston and southeast Texas,
hasbeen serving the LGBTQ community
since 2005. The agency accepts most
insurance plans but will provide care for
anyone, regardless of ability to pay.
Legacy had specialists in shelters at
both the NRG Center and the George R.
Brown Convention Center from day one—
and the agency continues to provide help.
“Many of the people that we normally

[llustration

assist are either marginalized, have signifi-
cant socioeconomic strain, or have limited
psychosocial support. For some, all apply,”
says Dr. Chad Lemaire, Legacy’s medical
director of behavioral health. “These are the
people who we are most concerned about, as
far asrecovering from the significant losses
presented by Harvey.”

Lemaire cites a number of debilitat-
ing sinkholes associated with post-Harvey
trauma, including depression, anxiety,
hypervigilance, difficulty sleeping, risk for
self-medicating and increased substance use,
and fear. In the case of fear, it’s often associ-

Lingering Trauma

Dr. Chad Lemaire (l) says mental-health symptoms typically
surface in the first several months to one year after a disaster.
Kris Banks, who works in the Houston mayor’s office, says he felt
“overwhelmed” after serving as night manager of the Harvey
shelter at the George R. Brown Convention Center.
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ated with water or rain, and other reminders
such as hearing a helicopter or seeing a boat.
Harvey may be in the rearview mirror, but Le-
maire suggests there could be more suffering
to come. A cluster of symptoms can present in
adelayed reaction to the event.

But there is hope.

“As people recover from Harvey, some will
develop PTSD or depression,” he explains.
“However, for the majority, the waves of grief
and anxiety will go through stages and eventu-
ally get better. Symptoms usually peak in the
first several months to one year, and the vast
majority of the time, survivors get better.”

The Helper
Experts agree that the degree of expo-
sure to a disaster is related to the risk
of emotional problems. At highest risk
are those who go through it themselves.
Next are those who are in contact with
victims.
One example from this second tier is
Kris Banks, the former president of the
Houston GLBT Political Caucus who
@ servesasmayor Sylvester Turner’s spe-
cial assistant for government relations.
After Harvey, Banks served as the
night manager at the George R. Brown
Convention Center’s shelter, where
he was responsible for 10,000 men, —
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CorING WITH PosT-HARVEY TRAUMA

continued from previous page

women, and children.

In arecent Facebook post, Banks wrote
that his most memorable moment came dur-
ing a 3 a.m. walk-through, when he spotted a
5-year-old boy in a vacant corridor outside the
dorms. “He was frantically tugging on the door
handles to get back in,” Banks wrote. “He was
small for his age, and wearing shorts that were
too large. It is likely the boy came into the shel-
ter wet and was assigned the ill-fitting attire.”

When Banks asked whether the boy need-
ed help, he shook his head no without making
eye contact. “Do you want me to walk you back
to your cot so you can find it?” Banks asked.
“The child nodded yes. As we proceeded, I
noticed the front of his pants were wet and
realized what happened: he woke up and had
an accident. Old enough to be embarrassed,
he panicked and ran through the first door he
saw, not realizing he would get locked out and
isolated from his sleeping family. ‘Do you want
some new clothes?”

The boy shook his head “no,” again without
eye contact. Together, they made the long walk
back to the child’s cot and family. Then Banks
stopped, knelt down, and made sure the two
were eye-to-eye. “Are you sure you don’t want
some fresh clothes? I can get you some—it’s
no big deal,” he said to the child. “We can bag
up what you're wearing and just put it in the
laundry.”

The boy nodded yes. Then the two went
through the clothing to find something that
would fit. Banks stood outside the bathroom
as thelittle boy cleaned up. “I keep thinking
about that kid,” Banks reflects. “I think about
how it must have felt to be displaced by a huge,
life-threatening disaster, and then move into
a cavernous shelter with 10,000 strangers.
Ithink about what it must have been like to
be isolated from his family in a strange, dark
place in a state of shame.”

How is Banks feeling about Harvey today?
Normally a decisive, eloquent man, he has dif-
ficulty answering. Finally, he responds.

“Overwhelmed,” he whispers.

The Human Toll

Christian was a 21-year-old junior attending
the University of Houston and living with his
family when Hurricane Harvey devastated
their home. The water was waist-level when
the family of five packed up and squeezed into
asmall house with an aunt, where they remain
today. The repair of their home is under way,
but completion is months down the road.

The young man, who identifies as gay but
is closeted to his family, is putting himself
through college by working as a barrista, and
had been having a tough time prior to the
hurricane.

“Iamreally a private person,” says Chris-
tian, who asked that his surname be withheld.
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“Ihave experienced depression many times
before, and I have always dealt with it myself.

“Being private has also helped me with
dealing with my family,” he adds. “I have got-
ten very good at suppressing being a gay man.
You get better at suppressing it with practice.”

Christian’s family is religious. He was con-
sidering coming out to them this fall, and he
suspects that some of them would eventually
accept him. However, his current circum-
stances do not portend a positive outcome.
“Itwould not be a good idea at this point,”
Christian states.

The student also acknowledges that his
living situation, combined with the financial
and intellectual stress presented by school,
have acted in concert to produce arogue
wave of depression that consumes him. “I am
doing what I always do when this happens: I
am trying to get through it. I know where the
dangers are. I know I must stay active, because
I know it can catch you and pull you out of
motion. It produces an inertia, and when that
happens, it’s not easy to move forward again,”
he explains.

“Maybe this time I will call Legacy or tell
someone at school. Maybe I will reach out with
arequest,” Christian says. “Maybe this time,
it’s alittle bigger than I am.”

Kim Hogstrom is a regular contributor
to OUTSMART magazine.
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LGBTQ Harvey Relief Fund

Tops $500K

Montrose Center campaign among largest for a natural disaster.

By Marene Gustin

s shelters close and volunteers move
Aon, the devastation remains. The

residual effects of Tropical Storm
Harvey may not be as traumatic as the storm
itself, but life in Houston won’t return to the
status quo anytime soon.

That’s where the Montrose Center’s
LGBTQ Hurricane Harvey Disaster Relief
Fund comes in.

“Although it is a challenge, we must look
past the immediate response to the massive
flooding and displacement of LGBTQ individu-
als and families,” says Montrose Center board
member Daryl Shorter, who chairs the board’s
Philanthropy Committee. “This recovery will
take months to years, so providing sustained
support will be necessary to ensure that no
one slips through the cracks. Montrose Center
services, such as case management, counsel-
ing, and support groups, can serve to help
bolster people as emotional and mental-health
concerns become more and more evident—as
they are sure to do in the aftermath of a natural
disaster.”

Thanks to celebrity support, the Montrose
Center’s fund went viral on social media. Cre-
ated even before the rain stopped, the fund was
covered by CNN, the New York Times, Rolling
Stone, and even The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon.

As of mid-September, the fund had raised
$503,495 from 5,936 donors, with an addition-
al $50,000 in matching gifts pledged.

“The LGBTQ Hurricane Harvey Disaster
Relief Fund is one of the larger natural-di-
saster funds the LGBTQ community has ever
raised,” Montrose Center executive direc-
tor Ann Robison says. “We are in awe of the
tremendous support we received from LGBTQ
networks and organizations across the nation.
Itis an honor to be trusted with funds to help
the community rebuild. I am also proud of the

incredible staff at the Center who have sac-
rificed to serve those impacted by the storm,
even when many were impacted themselves.”

On August 29, musician Jack Antonoff
tweeted: “I'm going to match donations up to
10K to the montrose LGBT center in houston
for harvey relief PLEASE donate!”

Antonoff’s girlfriend, HBO’s Girls star
Lena Dunham, replied with a donation. Other
donors in the early days of the campaign
included Hillary Clinton, Patricia Arquette,
Stephen Wrabel, Tig Notaro, Jesse Tyler Fer-
guson, Jazz Jennings, and transgender activist
Aydian Dowling.

On August 30, Orange Is the New Black star
Ruby Rose received some backlash on Twitter
after donating $10,000. “The LGBT center
does not just help LGBT members in a crisis
like this,” Rose replied. “It does not discrimi-
nate [against] people in need based on gender,
sexuality, race, or religion. It is one of the most
inclusive organizations I can think of. Unfor-
tunately, many organizations have in the past
denied entry to people based on the above...I
am extremely proud to hear how Texans have
joined forces in such abeautiful, heartwarm-
ing way.”

Echoing Rose, Shorter called the fund
“critically important to the Greater Houston
LGBTQcommunity.” The fund is designed to
be apayer of last resort, catching those who
fall through the cracks of more traditional aid
agencies.
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“Unfortunately, LGBTQ people can still
be victims of discrimination from, or simply
forgotten by, many of the organizations that
have mobilized to help those who have been
impacted by the storm,” he says. “That’s why
Montrose Center programs that focus on
re-housing and providing food, furniture, and
supplies are sovital at this time.”

Beginning just two days after the storm hit
Houston, more than 80 staff members—half
ofthem social workers, case managers, and
mental-health professionals—began contact-
ingthe Center’s 35,000 core-programming
clients. Hundreds of these clients have applied
to receive help from the fund, and 257 new
clients have come to the Center for help.

“The fund is a great resource for many
LGBTQ Houstonians impacted by the disaster,
especially considering how many in our com-
munity are facing recovery without tradi-
tional family support,” says Gretchen Myers,
president of the board for the 39-year-old
center. “I am impressed with the incredible
reach the fund achieved around the globe, and
how supportive the LGBTQ extended commu-
nity has been—publishing information [about
the Center and its relief fund], donating, and
sending in-kind support. It is awesome to be in
aposition to provide not just short-term, but
long-term recovery support.”

Marene Gustin is a regular contributor
to OuTSMART magazine.
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The Show Must Go On

Hard-hit Theater District begins to rebuild.

By Josh Inocéncio

s Harvey’s floodwaters receded,
Atheater professionals quickly assessed

the storm’s damage to both perfor-
mance venues and ticket sales. Representa-
tives from smaller and larger institutions
alike—from Rec Room and Gravity Players to
Stages Repertory Theatre and the Alley The-
atre—wondered how best to unite communi-
ties in the wake of the wreckage.

Among the hardest hit was the Alley, situ-
ated in downtown Houston’s Theater District,
which suffered extensive flood damage to its
Neuhaus stage—a black-box-style space below
streetlevel.

“We’re trying to get the Neuhaus up and
running for Lover, Beloved in February,” says
anundeterred Dean Gladden, the Alley’s man-
aging director. “We’re making a few tweaks,
but the Neuhaus will look exactly the same to
the audience once it’s renovated.”

The Neuhaus, a smaller and more intimate
space than the main Hubbard stage, has served
as alaunchpad for the Alley’s newer—and often
edgier—work. Last season in the Neuhaus, the
Alley produced the hip-hop play Syncing Ink
by NSangou Njikam as well as Hand to God by
Tony-nominated playwright Robert Askins.

Before Harvey, the Alley was in final pro-
duction for Describe the Night by Rajiv Joseph.

©

Scene from a Tragedy

The lobby of the Alley Theatre’s Neuhaus performance space is shown

The Brooklyn-based Joseph has premiered two
of his plays at the Alley, Gruesome Playground
Injuries (2009) and The Monster at the Door
(2011).

Despite the damage to the Neuhaus,
Gladden refused to cancel or even reschedule
Joseph’s Describe the Night, a product of the
Alley All New festival that showcases readings
of new work. Instead, Gladden is relocating it
tothe Quintero Theatre at the University of
Houston. “We had to redesign the whole stag-
ing because [the Quintero stage has] athrust
configuration instead of in-the-round,” Glad-
den says. “But we were able to build a new set
andlighting design in time.

“And it’s selling very well,” he adds. De-
scribe the Night runs through October 15.

Fortunately, Alley’s larger Hubbard stage
wasn’t damaged, as floodwaters didn’t rise
into the lobby or above the basement. (In 2015,
the Alley underwent an extensive renovation,
most of it concentrating on greatly expanding
the Hubbard stage and refurbishing the lobby
area.) Thus, Gladden aims to reopen the Alley
for A Christmas Carol—one of the season’s big-
gest sellers—by mid-November.

OutSmartMagazine.com

before and after Tropical Storm Harvey.

While costumes and sets survived on upper
floors, only 25 percent of the Alley’s props are
salvageable. Plus, the lighting and sound equip-
ment in the Neuhaus were destroyed along
with the surrounding dressing and laundry
rooms. “The best way to help is contributing
to the theater through our website,” Gladden
advises. “We’re looking at about $15 million in
losses, and our insurance only covers about $7
million.”

Next door to the Alley, the Wortham
Theater Center also suffered damage to its two
performance spaces and won’t be fully opera-
tional again until May 2018. That means both
the Houston Ballet and the Houston Grand
Operawill have to relocate their entire sea-
sons. The Houston Ballet moved its September
production, Mayerling, to the Hobby Center,
and managing directors from both companies
advised patrons to follow email press releases
for updates.

Smaller theaters, some of which are no-
madic and jump among various venues across
Houston, are recovering in different ways.
Many didn’t sustain flood damage, but had to
cancel performances due to the inclement —
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weather. The freshly formed Gravity Players,
as well as Firecracker Productions, Rogue Pro-
ductions, and Dirt Dogs Theatre Company, all
suffered due to lost ticket revenue or cancelled
fundraisers that had been scheduled during
Harvey.

As Trevor Boffone, a Houston-based the-
ater scholar, noted in his HowlRound roundup
of small theater companies post-Harvey,
“Houston’s smaller theatres [are] more likely
to be without comprehensive insurance poli-
cies, or deep donor bases to stem the tide of
inevitable loss ahead.”

Thankfully, the MATCH in Midtown,
which has four performance spaces and houses
resident companies like The Catastrophic
Theatre, survived Harvey unscathed.

Rec Room Arts—a performance company
based near Minute Maid Park that produces a
range of work from plays to stand-up com-
edy—has organized an October installment of
its ongoing LGBTQ event Story Hole, subtitled
Holidays & Hurricanes, which will showcase
Harvey-related stories from local writers such
as Ryan Leach and Russell Etherton.

Kenn McLaughlin, the artistic director
of Stages Repertory Theatre in Montrose,
reluctantly cancelled 20 performances—10 of
Always. .. Patsy Cline and 10 of Woody Sez—
resulting in aloss of over $50,000 in ticket
revenue. “That’s not going to kill us, but it is
going to challenge us throughout the year to
make up thatloss,” says McLaughlin, who was
particularly fond of the urgent political mes-
sage Woody Sez offered to Houston audiences.
“We have aboard who will make sure we don’t
run deficits. So we’re really lucky in the face of
what others have faced.”

Despite a steep climb to recover the the-
ater’s losses, McLaughlin remains optimis-
tic—especially after Stages’ two-night revival
of its 2014 production of Xanadu at the Miller
Outdoor Theatre last month. The musical
drew 9,000 audience members in the wake
of Harvey. “There’s aline in Xanadu where a
character says, ‘Just because there’s two wars
doesn’t mean there’s no time for art!”” muses
McLaughlin. “That had an incredible reso-
nance when we did it after the storm.”

McLaughlin, who also teaches direct-
ing at Sam Houston State University, wants
to uplift the spirit of the community, but is
determined to keep challenging it as well. “You
can deny global warming until the end of time,”
McLaughlin says. “But we’re on, what, our
sixth hurricane of the season? There’s only so
much denial before we have to ask really hard
questions about how we can be better with the
community. That’s always our responsibility
asartists.”

Josh Inocéncio is a regular contributor
to OUTSMART magazine.
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Putting on a Clinic

Heights-based nonprofit
sets new standard for
people-pet sheltering.

By Kim Hogstrom

ropical Storm Harvey brought several
Ttragic “firsts” for Houston. The record-

setting rain event marked the first
time that some areas flooded, and the first
time that many residents had to evacuate their
homes. What some don’t know is the wonder-
ful “first” that happened without fanfare
atthe George R. Brown Convention Center
(GRB) shelter—one that is changing disaster
response worldwide.

Volunteers from Friends For Life
(FFL), anonprofit, no-kill shelter in
the Heights, worked nonstop for two
weeks to help evacuees shelter with
their pets in the GRB. Sheltering pets
and people together had never been
done on this scale, but thanks to FFL,
itwon’t be the last time.

Katrina’s Tragic Legacy

The nation learned a sad lesson from
Hurricane Katrinain 2005. Some
residents of New Orleans refused to
evacuate their homes because pets weren’t
allowed in shelters.

An estimated 140,000 pets died in Katrina,
prompting the American Red Crosstorevise
its sheltering model and admit animals. While
noble in intent, the new sheltering approach
had not been tested, or even organized, until
Friends For Life stepped up.

Salise Shuttlesworth, FFL’s founder and
executive director, also sits on the board for the
City of Houston’s animal shelter, and on Sun-
day night, August 27, she received a phone call.
“There were evacuees arriving with animals
at the GRB, but no people or supplies to help
them,” Shuttlesworth says.

So she and her wife, Halina Dodd, raced
through the pounding rain to the GRB. When
they arrived, there were hundreds of people in
line outside holding cats, dogs, rabbits, kittens,
and more. “It was raining so hard that the
manhole covers in front of the building were

lifting off,” Shut-
tlesworth recalls.
“The evacuees were
huddled over their
animals trying to
keep them dry. And
people continued
unloading from dump trucks—entire families
with pets. Some were in wheelchairs, animals
intheir arms. It was people and pets, nonstop.”

The ‘Doggy Dorm’

Shuttlesworth and Dodd set up a table in the
corridor outside the only “Pets Permitted”
hall, soon to be dubbed the “Doggy Dorm,” and
authorities started letting in people with pets.
The two women registered each evacuee and
animal, and assigned them a number.

That was the beginning of along, sleepless
night that turned into a two-week marathon.
They were told to expect 35 or 40 pets. In the
first 24 hours, the team registered 671.

The GRB would ultimately host 10,000
evacuees, while Friends For Life’s volunteers
and veterinarians would help more than 1,200
pets—including dogs, cats, rabbits, guinea
pigs, ferrets, and one chicken—before it was
over. “Our challenge was sheltering hundreds
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Raining Cats
and Dogs
Friends For Life,
led by executive
director Salise
Shuttlesworth (far
right), sheltered
1,200 pets at the
George R. Brown
Convention Center
after Tropical
Storm Harvey.
Shuttlesworth

is shown with
volunteer Eveyln
Cutts () and
Jayne, a woman
who was first an
evacuee, then
came back to work
for FFL. INSET: an
evacuee tries to
warm up her cold,
wet companion.

of pets and people together. There were no
manuals or templates for it, let alone on such a
massive scale,” Shuttlesworth says. “We were
flying blind.”

By Monday morning, FFL’s volunteer army
was on the ground working throughout the
dorm. They cleaned cat boxes, swept up litter,
laughed with children, listened to adults,
walked dogs, and more.

Shuttlesworth placed calls requesting do-
nations, and soon pet provisions arrived by the
truckload. Cleaning supplies, crates, leashes,
litter boxes, litter, and mountains of pet food
appeared. Volunteers quickly opened a sort of
on-site PetSmart, but everything was free.

‘l Hope the Nation Takes Notice’
When Dr. Katie Eick heard there were evacu-
ees housed with their pets at the GRB, she
knew she could help. On Monday morning,
Dr. Eick drove her South by South Vets mobile
clinic to the center to volunteer. “I just showed
up,” she says. “It didn’t take long to find Salice
and the Friends For Life army. I thought I
would walk into chaos in there, but it wasn’t. It
was calm, even peaceful.”

What sort of pet ailments did Dr. Eick treat

continued on page 78
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Living Historians

Annise Parker, Kathy Hubbard become cochairs of UH collection.

By Brandon Wolf
Photo by Dalton DeHart

ormer Houston mayor Annise Parker
F and first lady Kathy Hubbard recently
committed themselves to important
leadership roles that will advance the LGBT
History Research Collection at the Univer-
sity of Houston (UH). Parker and Hubbard
will serve as capital campaign cochairs and
cabinet members for the collection, which
are not merely honorary titles. These are
working roles, and the couple has commit-
ted to bringing in both financial and archival
contributions.
The LGBT History Research Collec-
tion is one of 13 special collections housed
at the university’s M.D. Anderson Library.
The library works to secure official sponsors
for each collection—people with credibility,
visibility, and connections in the community.

®

Proud Preservationists
Former mayor Annise Parker (l) and
first lady Kathy Hubbard donated
17 boxes of archival material to the
LGBT History Research Collection at
the University of Houston, for which
they now serve as capital campaign
co-chairs.

Filling these positions is vital to
each collection’s maintenance and
growth, and UH representatives
say they’re pleased to have at-
tracted two high-profile members
of Houston’s LGBTQ community.
Parker and Hubbard are lead-

Hubbard notes that her mother was
aprofessional librarian. “I know what
libraries do and what they stand for in
preserving ideas and events, so it’s quite
an honor to be carrying on my mother’s
commitment,” she says.

Parker’s political papers are already

ing by example. Last month, they

gave 17 boxes of archival material to the
collection in addition to a sizable financial
donation. “I gave them my new kitchen,”
Parker laughs. “I’ll just have to wait a couple
more years for that.”

Rice University is Parker’s alma mater, but
her mother graduated from UH after meeting
her father there. Parker has taken a few one-off
courses over the years at both the main and
downtown UH campuses.

OutSmartMagazine.com

part of the Shuart Women’s Research
Collection at UH. “They approached me when I
was city controller and asked for them,” Parker
says. UH already had the papers of Houston’s
first female mayor, Kathy Whitmire, and
Parkerliked the idea of her own papers being
in the same collection. She admits that Rice
University was disappointed not to house the
materials, but she feels they will be more ac-
cessible to students and researchers at a public
university. —
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Hubbard says UH has been “groundbreak-
H O Ll DAY Ev E N T AT ing” in many ways, and she often spoke about
the university in her role as first lady. “UH
is the future of Houston—it’s our hometown
university,” Parker adds.

Parker also says they both wanted to give

their archives to a college that had a history of
B A B A being welcoming. UH had a gay student group
Y E G A before Rice established theirs, and she recalls

attending LGBT conferences at UH as early as

CAFE the 1970s. “We are both pack rats,” Parker says,

flashing a smile at her wife. “We understand
the importance of saving history. We are two
people who have touched so many Houston
LGBT organizations over the years—as mem-
bers, officers, and advisors.”

Among the materials they recently
donated are records from the early days of
the Houston GLBT Political Caucus, in the
1970s and ’80s. “Most people didn’t seem to
understand how important the papers were,”
Hubbard says. “Sometimes they would recycle
documents, using the reverse side for Xerox-
ing something else.” The early Caucus had no
office—only a post-office box—so Hubbard
volunteered to be custodian of the organiza-
tion’s papers.

This same scenario played out in other
organizations, and both women took charge
of archiving documents. They ended up with
17 boxes of papers that they recently reviewed
before giving them to UH.

As afinancial advisor, Hubbard often
prepared IRS reports for nonprofit organiza-
tions. She carefully kept copies of all reports

and supporting documents. When she ad-
a \/ e t e vertised her accounting business in an event
program, she always insisted that she be given

acomplete copy of the printed program—not
justaclipping of her ad.

Among the archival donations are cassette
tapes made in 1985. During a referendum on
gay rights that year, the Caucus received a
number of death threats on its answering ma-
chine. Before turning over the original tapes
to the police, copies were made. “They are as
frightening to listen to today as they were 32
& GREATEST years ago,” Parker says.

2016 Propped against a chair in their living room

* e * is alarge fiberboard poster made for an LGBTQ
history event years ago. One item on the poster
is the front page of the Houston Post with a
picture of Mayor Whitmire thanking patrons
in a gay bar for helping to re-elect her. “We are
giving the whole board to UH,” Parker says.
“We didn’t want to damage anything on it.

“We helped create this history,” Parker
says. “Now we have a home for the items we’ve

Jasmine Room

2607 Grant Street | 713.522.0042 | BabaYega.com

been stewards of for decades.”
Looking ahead, Hubbard hopes materials
from every LGBTQ organization and event in
Houston will find their way into the collection.
“Somany social and cultural clubs that were
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once active are gone now,” she says. Parker
looks forward to items being available on the
Internet via scanning and digitization.

“Alot of activists are older now, and are
downsizing. We want to get their materials
safely into UH,” Hubbard explains.

“We gave them so much material that we
needed to give them money to process it,”
Parker added, without a hint of regret that the
sizable donation would delay their new kitchen
plans.

Both women have been activists since the
1970s—Parker in Houston and Hubbard in
the Northeast before moving to Houston in
1980. Parker remembers the first Texas gay
conference and the first Houston Pride parade.

Hubbard remembers driving cross-country to
Los Angeles with a group of friends to attend
the first national lesbian conference.

The couple plans to hold a kickoff event at
their historic Montrose residence later this
fall, to introduce the UH collection to the com-
munity and explain what is possible as the col-
lection matures. They also plan to hold annual
fundraisers for the collection.

Reflecting on their activist history, Parker
says, “We thought we could make the world a
better place, but never dreamed we would be
where we are at today.”

Brandon Wolf'is a regular contributor
to OurSMART magazine.

‘Houston Voice’ Archives
Now Searchable Online

Gulf Coast Archive and Museum
partners with UH on digitization project.

ore than 30 years of Houston LGBTQ

history is being brought to the Internet
through an ambitious new project of the Gulf
Coast Archive and Museum (GCAM). In a
joint effort with the LGBT History Research
Collection at the University of Houston (UH),
GCAM is making digitized copies of the
weekly Houston Voice available to the public.

Over the last 20 years, GCAM has ac-
complished the impressive
feat of locating every issue
of the Voice. The newspa-
per was published under a
variety of names—The Mon-
trose Voice, The New Voice,
and the Houston Voice—
from 1980 through 2014,
with numerous incarnations
and publishers.

GCAM is loaning its
collection to UH, which has
scanners that can digitize
pages as high-resolution
images. These digitized
images will be accessible
through both the GCAM
and UH websites. Physical copies of the news-
papers will be returned to GCAM.

The scanners are also capable of reading
text through optical character recognition,
allowing for articles to show up in web search
engines. “It's part of our mission to make
Houston's LGBT history easily accessible to
the public,” says Ty Burns, GCAM'’s executive
director.

Until now, researchers have had to go

through issues of the Voice manually to find
information. This requires considerable effort
and exposes the issues to the physical effects
of handling. Many issues in the collection
are already yellowed from age and becom-
ing more fragile. The digitization project

will permanently preserve the content of the
Voice, unaffected by aging. Research time will
be a fraction of what it has been, and won't
require frips to GCAM
headquarters.

This project opens
up a wealth of Houston
LGBTQ history. The
Voice was the only
publication that printed
detailed news about
local events. This Week in
Texas included only news
capsules, and OUTSMART
has always been feature-
oriented.

Whitney Cox, an
adjunct professor at UH,
facilitated the collabora-
tion between GCAM and
UH. Cox has been going through copies of
the Voice at the GCAM archive for a research
paper. She was aware of the UH scanning
capabilities and connected the two entities.
Burns says both groups felt the joint effort was
“a natural fit.”

GCAM has delivered 85 boxes to UH to
be digitized. The first wave of 266 issues of
the Voice can be accessed at http://digital
lib.uh.edu/collection/montrose. —Brandon Wolf

Brutal killing
shocks the
Big Easy
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continued from page 73

while working in the GRB? “It was mostly pet
wellness: vaccinations, skin conditions, fleas,
those sort of things,” she says. “The thing to
remember is that alarge portion of the people
in there would not have evacuated without
their pets. I know that for a fact. For many,
their pets were the only family they had. I hope
the nation takes notice, because this sheltering
experiment worked very well, and there are
reasons why.”

Shuttlesworth says she and her volunteers
knew they would be “on trial.” “We understood
the objections to the new model—It will be
too noisy; it will be filthy—complete chaos,”
she says, adding that they tackled each issue
head-on.

“The dorm remained so clean that the
health department became ourleading ad-
vocate and asked if we would send our team
to other dorms,” she says, laughing. “There
was very little noise, because a volunteer was
always there to calm or feed a petin need. And
the organization started on the first night.”

Owners received crates, leashes, and I.D.
bracelets, and pets got corresponding I.D. col-
lars. The data was entered into a spreadsheet
used to track admission, inventory, vet care,
and checkout.

“We learned alot, and we are putting it to
use,” Shuttlesworth says. “Friends For Life is
writing the first manual for people-pet shelter-
ing ever. We’ve already had a call from Sri
Lankarequesting one.”

Sheltering Pets, Saving Lives

The “Doggy Dorm” was a cavernous space
containing hundreds of cots lined up in rows.
Beside the cots sat piles of belongings and pet
crates. Sometimes the crates were empty.

“Red Crossrules called for pets to be crated
atall times, but we didn’t strictly observe
that,” Shuttlesworth explains. “If the animals
walked around, they had to be leashed, but
both the pets and owners were exceedingly
stressed. Often, pets slept with families, which
helped everyone—two-legged and four—
through this horrible time in theirlives.”

The situation was both emotionally ex-
hausting and uplifting. “Did I cry? Yes, we all
cried,” she adds. “Sometimes we cried along-
side the people evacuated. But we were happy
to help because we knew, for so many, it meant
the difference between life and death.

“There were also great rewards,” Shuttles-
worth adds. “The best part was the relief you
could see wash over someone when we said,
“Yes, you can bring your pet, or ‘Yes, we have
food, litter, or aleash.’ These are the moments
that sustained us. And these are the reasons
we will doitall again.”

Kim Hogstrom is a regular contributor
to OuTSMART magazine.
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Gay-owned Heights store
puts the ‘fun” in funeral.

By Kim Hogstrom

ave you ever wondered about the best

place in Houston to buy body parts

bobbing in formaldehyde? How about
ashrunken cyclops head? And where can you
go to procure your rodent-taxidermy-themed
Victorian funeral attire?

For those who want nothing but the finest
in morbid oddities, nowhere but The Wilde
Collection in the Houston Heights will do.

Inits second year, The Wilde Collection
has garnered many fans and provoked more
than afewnightmares. According to its promo-
tional material, the remarkable shop features
“oddities, gifts, taxidermy, and decor.” But this
doesn’t do it justice.

Avisitto The Wilde Collection is roughly
akinto gawking at freaks in a turn-of-the-cen-
tury circus sideshow, perusing the vignettes
at anatural-science museum, soaking up the
wonders of amystic art gallery, and attending
an authentic Victorian funeral. Oh, and there’s
an aviary, too—with live peacocks strutting
and preening amidst skulls and skeletons.

Take awalk on the Wilde side. To pass
up the chance to visit here would be a grave
mistake.

The Spirit Moved Them

“The Wilde Collection is the result of decades
of'a passion for collecting bizarre things,” says
co-owner Tyler Zottarelle.

“Both of us have always been interested
in the Victorian era,” adds co-owner Lawyer
Douglas. “We were friends first, then discov-
ered that each of us enjoyed the art of oddities.
And here we are.”

Douglas, an artist and sculptor, creates
many of the unusual works in the shop. His
work is often breathtaking, sometimes haunt-
ing, and occasionally mortifying. Some of the
sculptures are animated, and Zottarelle acts
asthe animatronics engineer who makes them
come to life.

“I grew up in a superstitious household,”
Douglas explains. “All the women on my
mother’s side were faith healers. My father is
from Louisiana, and there’s voodoo on that
side. As I grew up, I became fascinated by
things that frightened me. That led me to cre-
ate art with those same scary things. I thought
thatIcould minimize the fearif I created them
myself. I started collecting things that were
really bizarre—items that were studies of light
and dark, good and evil, life and death. Now I
am actually making those things.”

“Iam abiganimallover, soIfirst started
collecting taxidermy,” Zottarelle says. “From
there, my collecting grew. The shop is hard to
describe, but there is an elegance to everything
we have here. While a few people view the
items as grotesque, many people see the beauty
and mysteryinitall.”

There is an entire room devoted to taxi-
dermy at The Wilde Collection. Visitors can
wander through a selection of museum-quality
animals such as wolves, tigers, and a zebra.

All specimens were collected in the 1950s and
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It’ll1 Be to Die For
The Wilde Collection will host “Till Death Do Us Part,” a Halloween ball at Rockefeller Hall in the Heights on
October 28. Plctured are co-owners Tyler Zottarelle (r) and Lawyer Douglas (c), with their employee, Amanda.

’60s, before any faced extinction and hunting
regulations were tightened. Some of them did,
in fact, come from museums.

Itisrare to find business partners who are
so sympatico. Even the shop’s branding is a col-
laboration. Douglas is a fan of Victorian writer
and bon vivant Oscar Wilde. Zottarelle reveres
the work of American writer Edgar Allen Poe
from the same period. When the two launched
The Wilde Collection, they named the store
after the notorious British Victorian, while
drawing from Poe’s The Raven for their logo.

This is the second business that the friends
have operated. The first was called Vanity
Transformations, which specialized in prod-
ucts to help trans people transition. Douglas
is openly gay and has been with his husband
for 26 years. Their one full-time employee,
Amanda, is gender expansive.

Gallows Humor

All of this may sound a bit dark, but it’s also
funny. The ouija-board handbag (a clutch that
looks like a Bible) and the scorpion jewelry —
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TAake A WALK oN THE WILDE SIDE

continued from previous page

allmade uslaugh.

Lastyear, Douglas produced aline of Si-
lence of the Lambs Buffalo Bill body lotion that
is presented under a bell jar. We could almost
hear “It puts the lotion in the basket or else it
gets the hose again!” when we took a whiff.

In one corner of the shop we found a new
favorite: a beautiful terrarium diorama with a
little live tree and a small fountain, chock-full
of animated tree roaches. It was awork of art.
When we asked Amanda how Zottarelle and
Douglas were able to make the roaches look so
real, she said, “They arereal! They’re our pets!”
Dark? Yes, but funny.

With Halloween approaching, the business
partners are throwing a party called “To Death
Do Us Part”—a must-do Halloween and mas-
querade ball set for October 28 at Rockefeller
Hall in the Heights. Two couples in costume
will wed on stage, and the $75 ticket price
includes food, drinks, and dancing all night.

Knowing Douglas and Zottarelle, the décor
alone will be worth the price, and the party
will surely be to die for.

For tickets, go to wildecollection2017
.eventbee.com.

Kim Hogstrom is a regular contributor
to OUTSMART magazine.

continued from page 17

Next, McClurg started what would become a
series of Voice newspapers and along-running
publishing empire. The Montrose Voice began
in October 1980. In early 1991, it became The
New Voice, and at the end 0of 1993, it became
The Houston Voice. Later that year, McClurg
sold the Voice to its then-editor. It later became
part of Window Media, which closed in 2009.

MecClurg also had several other short-run-
ning publications, including The Star (1977-
1978), Out in Texas (1983), the Dallas Gay News
(1982-1984), and the Montrose News (2011).

In addition, McClurg ran the Montrose Guest
House for about 15 years, beginning in 1993.

MecClurg suffered from liver problems for
several years, but his mind was always full of
new publishing ideas and plans for his website.
Heis survived by his sister, Ann Williams, and
her husband, Gary.

“He knew everyone, and everyone knew
him,” Gary Williams said. “When we would
govisit him, it was like Norm walking into
Cheers. Everyone welcomed Henry.”

Formore on McClurg’s publications, visit
houstonlgbthistory.org/voice.html.

JD Doyle is an LGBTQ historian in Houston.
His website is Houston LGBTHistory.org.

News continued on page 103
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These treats are
just the trick.

By Joanna O’Leary

or some people (this author included),

the most wonderful time of the year oc-

curs notin December, but in the weeks
preceding Halloween. Decorations? Up by Oc-
tober 1. Costume? Oh, please, I've got several.
Candy? Atleast seven types on hand.

But evenif All Hallow’s Eve isn’t your fa-
vorite holiday, get in the spirit (hah!) with some
ghoulish grub that ventures beyond the usual
saccharine baked goods with orange frosting.
Houston is home to plenty of establishments
offering “scary” dishes that promise a more
sophisticated Halloween dining experience.

Those looking to enjoy a dark dinner,
literally, should head to Mein Restaurant for
their fried black rice infused with squid ink
and garnished with peppery sausage, scallions,
and a sunny egg yolk. A similarly flavored dish
canbe found at North Italia, whose squid-ink
Mafaldine lets in some light via white shrimp
and calamari. If you prefer to prepare your
own black cephalopod
carbohydrates for Hal-
loween, Central Mar-
ket has easy-to-cook
squid-ink fettucine.

In the same vein (at-
tention, vampires!) of
themed hues, blood-red
fareisalso abundantin
H-town. For sanguine
sips, head to Benjy’s
or Backstreet Cafe
for their blood-orange
mimosas. Maison
Burdisso has you
covered when it comes
to scarlet sweets with
their blood-orange
macarons. Looking for
non-abstract hema-
tological dishes—i.e.,
real blood? Stop in at
the British Isles Shop

for some blood pudding. Or, ifyou like it even
rawer and redder, head to Brasserie 19 for
their bloody-good steak tartare crowned with a
quail egg and adorned with frisée.
As anhomage to the apparitional aspect
of Halloween, try to survive eating one of the
many culinary creations involving ghost pep-
pers designed by Houston’s more sadistic chefs
such as Jay Hengtgen at the Little Bitty Burg-
er Barn. His Charlie’s Five-Alarm Burgeris a
mouth-searing masterpiece stacked with six
freshly sliced jalapefios,
six freshly sliced haba-
neros, and “Nitro Sauce,”
which combines ghost
chili sauce with arbol
peppers, diced dry chil-
ies, crushed red pepper,
garlic salt, cayenne pep-
per, jalapefo salt, liquid
capsaicin, and fresh ha-
baneros. This towering
inferno of a burger, which
registers 10,000,000
(that’s seven zeros—10
million!) on the Sco-
ville unit scale, comes
crowned with a fire hat.
But bring your pen (and
maybe your attorney),
because attempting this
challenge requires sign-
ing awaiver. The creative
minds at LA Crawfish

OutSmartMagazine.com

O}
Orange-and-
Black Attack
Celebrate
Halloween with the
Mein Restaurant’s
fried black rice
infused with

squid ink (left),

or blood-orange
mimosas at Benjy’s
or Backstreet Cafe
(below).

are equally enamored with tempting their
customers to tackle mouth-burning dishes.
Inthe past, they offered intense ghost-pepper
consumption experiences such as the crawfish
pho challenge, which required finishing every
last deathly-hot drop of a massive 24-inch bowl
of pho in under 30 minutes. Those who succeed
indraining their bowls are refunded the $21
cost of the challenge and also receive T-shirts
that will get them 10 percent off whenever they
wear it to the restaurant.

If guts, gore, and skeletons are your thing,
Houston’s dining scene is rife with opportu-
nities for not-so-awful offal and bones. The
chopped liver at Kenny & Ziggy’s requires
no fava beans (but does pair well with a nice
chianti), while Taqueria Tacambaro’s
mollejas tacos stuffed with sweetbreads
(think thymus gland, not toast with jam) are so
popular that they often sell out early. Follow-
ing their September transition to a “Romance
Languages” concept, One Fifth Houston now
offers a Bolognese secondi that is probably
nothinglike your nonna’s, because it’s flavored
with duck heart. Finally, it’s hard to pick abone
with James Beard-nominee Hori Horiuchi for
providing consistently excellent food at Kata
Robata, and this month I'll be eagerly relish-
ingin his unctuous miso-crusted marrow
dusted with pickled mustard seeds, onions,
panko, red miso, and bonito flakes.

Joanna O’Leary is a regular contributor
to OUTSMART magazine.
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Hallowed Haunts

Five ghastly ‘Gay
Christmas’ getaways.

By Joanna O’Leary

ach Halloween, I find a plethora of
E ways to have a hell of a good time in

Houston, given the abundance of par-
ties, bar crawls, and pumpkin patches—not to
mention the impressively decorated houses in
West University and River Oaks.

And while it’s easy to do the same thing
every year, succumbing to foolish consistency
is the hobgoblin of little minds. Consider open-
ing yourself up to some new experiences viaan
out-of-town Halloween holiday. Chances are
good that goblins will still be involved.

Dallas. This Halloween, set aside any
sister-city rivalry with Dallas and visit one of
their many spooky venues such as the Cutting
Edge Haunted House. The setting, an aban-
doned meatpacking plant (sufficiently scary
on its own for vegetarians), becomes that much
more terrifying via the addition of live actors
and special effects. And on October 28, tens of
thousands of Halloween revelers will flock to
the LGBTQ entertainment district on Cedar
Springs Road for the largest street party in
Texas, which features alive DJ, food booths,
and a costume parade.

Estes Park, Colorado. A necessary
bucket-list destination for Stanley Kubrick
and Stephen King fans, Estes Park is home
to The Stanley, a sprawling mountain resort
that served as the inspiration for The Shining.
On the weekend before Halloween (October
21), the hotel hosts a murder-mystery dinner
aswell as The Shining Ball with theme décor
and cocktails, as well as a costume contest.

In previous years, Jack “Heeeeere’s Johnny!”
Nicholson has been known to make an appear-
ance. Then on October 28, The Stanley pulls
out all the stops for its Halloween Masquerade
Ball with gourmet appetizers and live music.
Those looking to enjoy less-raucous, family-
friendly fun on Halloween night should head
to downtown Estes Park, where the main thor-
oughfare (Elkhorn Avenue) is closed to traffic
so that children can go trick-or-treating at the

©
The Big Queasy

Although it's better known for Mardi Gras, New Orleans features a variety of Halloween attractions,

shops thatline the street.

New Orleans. Although it’s better known
as the mecca for Mardi Gras, New Orleans also
boasts awide range of Halloween events. Take
advantage of the city’s open-container laws as
well as its walkable boulevards and attend one
of the many ghost tours of the French Quarter
and various street parties, the grandest of
which is on Frenchman Street in Faubourg
Marigny. NOLA is also a great place to pick up
Halloween supplies and souvenirs, given its
many costume boutiques and voodoo shops.
Each Halloween weekend, New Orleans hosts
the Voodoo Arts & Music Experience, in which
local and national artists from various musi-
cal genres (2017 headliners include the Foo
Fighters and Kendrick Lamar) perform for the
costumed crowds. Surrounding the stages are
other outlets for revelry, including a market-
place featuring many fried edible things, art
installations, and a beer hall.

Los Angeles. The West Hollywood
Carnaval on Santa Monica Boulevard draws
hundreds of thousands of attendees who weave
(often wobbly) in and out of the adjacent bars
and restaurants offering special holiday food-
and-drink specials, as well as costume con-
tests. The event culminates in the crowning of
acelebrity as the “Queen of the Carnaval,” with
pastwinners including Rihanna and Queen
Latifah. Nautical enthusiasts can experience
thrills and chills at one of the country’s most
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including the House of Shock (shown).

unique Halloween attractions: a haunted ship.
During the month-long “Dark Harbor” event in
Long Beach, the Queen Mary, aretired ocean
liner that’s now a floating hotel and restaurant,
is the site of claustrophobia-inducing haunted
mazes as well as festive Halloween feasts and
3-D shows.

Sleepy Hollow, New York.Ithink
Washington Irving would turn over in his
grave (butin a good way) if he were to ob-
serve the annual Halloween festivities held
throughout October in the town best known as
the setting for his famous short story. The first
stop on your itinerary should be Sleepy Hollow
Cemetery to pay your respects at the tomb of
the creator of the Headless Horseman. Then
head to Horseman’s Hollow at Philipsburg
Manor. In the course of following the trail built
around this 17th-century farm, visitors (none
of whom should include children, according
to the website) will bear witness to scenes of
horror and encounters with fearsome crea-
tures including (but not limited to) vampires,
witches, and the ghosts of deceased soldiers.
For seated scares, buy tickets to Irving’s Leg-
end, adramatic interpretation of The Legend
of Sleepy Hollow. Performances are held at the
very creepy Old Dutch Church, which plays a
key rolein the story.

Joanna O’Leary is a regular contributor
to OUuTSMART magazine.
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Greater Houston LGBT
Chamber of Cormmerce

Connect with other LGBT and allied business owners
and professionals through special networking and
business development programs, and engage with

the LGBT supportive business community.

Visit www.HoustonLGBTChamber.com to learn more about
membership levels, upcoming programming and events,
LGBT Business Enterprise (LGBTBE®) certification
and sign-up for Chamber announcements.

For more information, please call 832.510.3002 or

email us at info@houstonlgbtchamber.com. And find us on:

BECOME A
MEMBER:

The Houston LGBT Chamber
is an affiliate Chamber of the

nglcc

inJil £ BISR.

R0V SPONg; on

OutvSmart

Houston’s LGBTQ Magazine

Vitality IV Studio is a
premium IV vitamin
drip therapy spa
located in the Houston
Heights and River Oaks
Shopping Center.

We offer a range of
vitamin-rich formulas
targeting different
health and wellness
solutions. In as little
as 30 minutes, we
can help you attain
a heightened level
of vitality.

Eveiry moment
at Mlller is maglc'

When it comes to
entertainment, Miller
Outdoor Theatre is a

MALLER real breath of fresh air.

OUTDOOR

THEATRE The best music, dance,

theater and more.
EVERY PERFORMANCE IS FREE.

VISIT WWW.MILLEROUTDOORTHEATRE.COM

FOR A COMPLETE CALENDAR OF EVENTS.

281-FREE-FUN (281-373-3386)

MEDIA PARTNER
SPO
coub Nsqo

EMAIL US: hello@vitality ivstudio . com
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Pre- or Post-party, our
Hydration Enhancer will get
your body balance going
again with hydration.

OTHER POPULAR DRIPS

MYER’S COCKTAIL
DETOX SPECIALTY
BEAUTY PROMOTER
ENERGY BOOST

TOM J’'S FITNESS MIX

4 TWO CONVENIENT LOCATIONS
APPOINTMENTS PREFERRED, WALK-INS WELCOME!

Inside Sola Salon, Across From CHASE Bank
535 W 20th Street ¢ Suite 100, Studio 16
Houston, TX 77008

Inside Phenix Salon Suites

4th Floor Above Barnes & Noble
2034-A West Gray © Suite 125
Houston, TX 77019

713.861.4848

Instagram: @vitality_iv_studio
Facebook & Twitter: @vitalityiv
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‘Balls’ Takes the Court

‘Battle of the Sexes’
premiere comes to Stages.

By Don Maines

illie Jean King gets outed as gay in
BBalls, but the season-opener at Stages

Repertory Theatre is mainly about
King’s “Battle of the Sexes” tennis match with
huckster Bobby Riggs, which played out like a
circus under the big top of Houston’s Astro-
dome in 1973.

“Iwas around. I remember it very clearly,
and the ballyhoo around it,” says gay actor
Donald Corren. He portrays Riggs, a self-
described male chauvinist, who famously
claimed that, even at age 55, he could defeat
any woman on a tennis court, including the
then-29-year-old King, who was arecent
Wimbledon champion.

“The play acts as a prism through which
1973 is seen as the very center of that whole
cultural movement of sexual freedom, women’s
rights, the Vietnam War, politics, and the
nature of celebrity,” says Corren.

A sell-out crowd attended the tennis match
on September 20,1973, while another 90 mil-
lion viewers reportedly watched it on TV sets
across the globe.

Balls features a shot-by-shot reimagining
of the entire match, “abstracted a little,” says
Corren. “It moves in and out of reality.”

The veteran actor grew up about 80 miles
east of San Francisco, in Stockton, California.
“Stockton was the setting for the TV show The
Big Valley, with Barbara Stanwyck,” he boasts.

Corren studied acting at The Juilliard
School on Manhattan’s Upper West Side before
“kicking around, sowing some wild oats, and
starting my career in Chicago.”

Abigbreak came when Corren followed
Tony winner Harvey Fierstein as Jewish drag
queen Arnold Beckhoffin Torch Song Trilogy,
winning awards in San Francisco and Los
Angeles for his starring role in the show’s tour.

“Torch Song was revolutionary, because at that
time [in the early 1980s] there were no gay he-
roes in plays,” says Corren. “If you were gay in
aplay, you committed suicide. Harvey did drag,
so the show was autobiographical in that re-
spect, but Arnold could have been a mechanic.
He was just a guy who wanted a husband and a
kid—and for his mother to accept him.”

In 2005, Corren made his Broadway debut
as Cosmé McMoon, the closeted, Cole Porter-
ish pianist in Souvenir. McMoon’s story would
beretold inlastyear’s Meryl Streep movie
Florence Foster Jenkins, with The Big Bang
Theory’s Simon Helberg on the piano as Flo-
Fo’s embarrassed accompanist.

Balls was written by Kevin Armento and
Bryony Lavery (a 2004 Tony Award nominee
for penning Frozen), and workshopped by One
Year Lease Theater Company in New York,
before Corren came on board to play Riggs in
Houston.

“When we finish this month, we go back to
New York and open off-Broadway in January,”
he says.

“It’s aterrific script,” adds Corren. “It has
the potential to be areally remarkable piece—
extremely important, actually.”

OutSmartMagazine.com |
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Game, Set,
Match

In Balls, out
actor Donald
Corren (inset)
plays Bobby
Riggs, who
took on
lesbian sports
icon Bille Jean
King (left) in
the “Battle of
the Sexes” at
the Houston
Astrodome in
1973.

Accordingto One
Year Lease’s artistic
director, Val Day, “The play delves into the
history of tennis and gender and so many other
exciting and fanciful, crazy ideas.”

Kenn McLaughlin, the out artistic director
at Stages, adds, “To take the seminal, historic
event and crack it open in amodern and fresh
way kind of breaks down the barriers of time.”

What: Balls
When: October 11-29, 7:30 p.m. on Mondays,
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays;
8 p.m.on Fridays and Saturdays; and
2:30 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays
Where: Stages Repertory Theatre,
3201 Allen Parkway
Tickets: stagestheatre.com

OurSmarT will host a Balls viewing party for
its family of advertisers, readers, and friends
on Thursday, October 26. To request a compli-
mentary ticket to the 7:30 p.m. show, email
Marketing@OutSmartMagazine.com.

Don Maines is a reqular contributor
to OuTSMART magazine.
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HAVE YOU EVER HAD A GREAT IDEA
FOR A TV OR RADIO SHOW?

Come realize your
creative vision on HMS TV
and HMS Net Radio!

Join like-minded individuals and share your creative genius at
Houston’s public access stations. Get started by attending one of our
free orientation sessions, held Mondays at 6 p.m. No RSVP Required.

Questions? Email info@hmstv.org.

Check out your show and other great programming at:

AT&T U-verse - ch99 + Comcast - chl7
Phonoscope - ch96 * Sudden Link - ch99

Online - hmstv.org, hmsnetradio.org 8
HoustonMediaSource
n } ource u iaSource T13-524-7700 + hmstv.org * hmsnetradio.org

ONE OF THE TOP 10 HOME PORTS IN TRE WORLD

1702 Ball St.

in Galveston

Circa 1886, known

in Galveston as

“The Painted Lady.”
Intricate woodwork,
inside and out. Inlaid
dining tile flooring
from Ursuline Convent.
Much historical detail
& history. Plus large
duplex! $625,000

David Bowers, Rearor”
x| The House Company
HOUSE

coveyy | 409/763-2800

David@DavidBowers.com

*2009-2010 President Galveston Historical Foundation
#2010 President of Galveston Association of Realtors®
* 2011 GAR Realtor® of The Year

*2013-14 Galveston Daily News Reader’s Choice Award

Thank you for voting me Best Realtor” in Galveston -OutSmart Readers’ Choice 2013-15

BEST CHIROPRACTOR
OutSmart Readers’ Choice Awards 2016

“Thank you for your vote of confidence.”

Chiropractic Care

Soft Tissue Injuries
Myofascial Release
Sports Injuries
Auto Accidents
Rehabilitation

Work-Related
Injuries

& GREATEST
2016 Personal

Ak x Injuries

NOW SEEING PATIENTS AT
OUR NEW LOCATION

7= o, 1603 ShepherdiBiiue
/ELLINESS  Between EigeliSReinkegst
Houston, TX 770ii8

www.KennethLesterDC.com 713.526.5252

COME IN FOR A FREE
COSMETIC CONSULTATION!

GENERAL DERMATOLOGY BOTOX & FILLERS
COSMETIC DERMATOLOGY LASER HAIR REMOVAL
SKIN CANCER SURGERY LEG & FACIAL VEINS
MICRO LASER PEEL IS CLINICAL
[PL PHOTOFACIAL GLYTONE
MICRONEEDLING ELTAMD
CHEMICAL PEELS 0BAGI

BOARD CERTIFIED
DERMATOLOGISTS HEIGHTSSKIN.COM
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Modern Family

Candice Gonzalez (l) wore the wedding dress that belonged to Megan
Gonzalez’s grandmother for their ceremony, which was officiated by
Candice’s cousin.
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By Henry V. Thiel
Photo by Eternal Stories Photography

andice and Megan Gonzalezmetina
dog park in Huntsville while attending
Sam Houston State University’s music
school.
Megan, 25, is a special-education teacher,
while Candice, 22, is still studying music.
They both had beagles that day, and Can-
dice was wearing her school music shirt—all of
which proved to be good conversation starters.
They hit it off instantly and were soon talking
about everything.
Eventually, Candice convinced Me-
ganto go on a date, and they ended up
spending the entire day together. Candice
keptthinking of things to do and places to
take Megan so their date would never end. And
actually, it still hasn’t.

“Her smile was the first thing that I no-
ticed when we met,” Candice says. “I soon
learned that Megan is very outgoing, her smile
and laughter is infectious, and she can always
make me laugh. At the same time, she’s pas-
sionate and hardworking, and she always
knows exactly what she wants.”

Megan describes Candice as sweet and kind-
hearted. “She’s extremely intellectual and has
apassion for music and theater. The best thing
about her is that she always knows how to make
me smile, and puts everyone before herself.”

Candice proposed to Megan on December
14,2015, while they were having photos taken
for Christmas cards. Secretly, Candice had
hung Megan’s ring on the Christmas tree that
was behind them for the pictures. She waited
and waited for Megan to see it. “Eventually, I

had to ask her to turn around. She was so ador-
able when her eyes popped open wide, like her
mouth, as she reached for it,” Candice recalls.
“I asked her to marry me at that very moment.”
Megan said yes.

Unbeknownst to Candice, Megan had been
working on a custom engagement ring since
May of that year, three months after they met.
“I'had planned to propose the following Febru-

ary, but she’s always one step ahead of me,”
Megan says.

“I know it’s kind of crazy, but I knew I want-
ed to marry Megan from the very beginning,”
Candice says. “Ithink I knew the moment we
met.Ijust remember thinking, “Wow! I'm going
to marry this girl.”

‘When Megan moved to Houston for her
internship as a music therapist, Candice would
drive straight from class on Fridays to spend
the weekend with her, and then drive back

to Huntsville on Monday morning. “I

remember driving down on my days off

just to spend what time I could with her,

even if it was only for a few hours. She
was worth it,” Candice says. Eventually, the
separation became too hard, and they decided
that they didn’t want to be apart from one an-
other ever again.

Megan is originally from McKinney, and
Candice is from Nederland, Texas. They decid-
ed to get married in Frisco, where Megan grew
up and her family lives.

They were married on February 18,2017, —
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\1 © continued from previous page
A ﬂDagLfE RemembBer at the Frisco Heritage Center’s Lebanon Cha-
pel, and had their reception at the Grand Ball-
room and Hotel in McKinney. Their officiant
was Candice’s cousin, Robert Hamilton.
They tried to make the ceremony as tradi-
LUXURY \\”FDI)IN}E & ]\:\'FNT PLANNING + ('(3()FI)IN‘\T]()N tional as possible. They are bOth Catholic and
EVENT CONCEPTUALIZATION & DESIGN
DESTINATION WEDDING & EVENT PLANNERS chose to use alasso rosary, which is a common
COUTURE STATIONERY DESIGN Mexican Catholic wedding tradition. “It’s com-
mon to use arosary in the ceremony,” Megan
says. “It’sused during the unity part of the
ceremony. While it may look like alarge rosary,
with one loop, the lasso rosary actually has two
loops, allowing a member of the wedding party
to slip the rosary over each person’s head while
the priest says a few words. However, we were
not able to get a Catholic priest (for obvious
reasons), so Candice’s cousin officiated. He said
afew words about unity, and added a scripture
or two. It was the most moving part of the cer-

Advertise in OUTSMART’s monthly emony for me.”
“Another really cool thing about our wed-

W E D DI NG G l I DE ding was that I actually wore Megan’s grand-
mother’s wedding dress,” Candice says. “I'm
to let our readers know that technically the third generation in the Gonza-

ou welcome their business! lez family to wear it. Her aunt wore it, as well.
y . think the only thing we omitted from the tradi-

tional ceremony was the ‘speak now or forever
713.520.7237 or email hold your peace’ bit.”
marketing@Outsmartmagazj_ne.com Atthe end of the evening, the beautiful
brides rode off into their future in a horse-
drawn carriage driven by Shannon from Happy

- fﬁdﬂk Yoy f0/’ VOﬁ/'ﬂ e Hour Trails Carriage Services. “She was really awe-
= . , 4 4 some,” Megan says. “All of our vendors were re-
SO Favorite Commmnty FPhotographer!

ally great, actually. We didn’t have any issues.

AI%WE Hefes /Ook/”g dﬁ 0//’ k/dlg Eveﬁ’;;l;ﬁgal‘zgrétasr?cli?c();h vglo reside in Houston,

CREATING MEMORIES...ONE WEDDING AT A TIME

713.862.1751
INFO@DAYTOREMEMBER.NET

Photo Credit: Serendipity Photography

chose to forgo a honeymoon in favor of saving

for anew home and to travel in the future.
Coav LB ROIONV G H ¥ Thield ; b

r3 = — enry V. 1el1s a regular contributor
oSS

to OUuTSMART magazine.
CATERING | |- -

CAKES A

E\/ E N TS Recent event photos on
832.439.0224 the website:

Montrose Softball League

o HARMONY

HRC Gala STRINGS

GMCH & Bayou City Women’s Chorus
Out @ TUTS Night at the Hobby Center PROFESSIONAL STRING QUARTET
7 Act OUT/Alley Theatre SPECIALIZING IN WEDDINGS
Finalist Black Tie Dinner CONTEMPORARY & CLASSICAL MUSIC

CATElgfiscTzv FIRM Houston Pride Band
Pride Parade
And more!

davidalcorta.net www.DaltonDeHart.com

3 3 Need a professional photographer for your special
dGVld@dOVIdOlCOHG'neT event? Call Dalton at (713) 622-2202.

www.harmonystrings.com
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Wedding planners can help
same-sex couples navigate industry.

By Henry V. Thiel

e forewarned: there are some snakes
in the Garden of Love, and they may be
disguised as wedding vendors.

“To be completely honest, there are alot
of a-holes in this industry,” says Lauren Burn-
ham, owner of EventSmith, alesbian-owned,
full-service wedding- and event-planning firm
that specializes in all things LGBTQ.

“There are many vendors in Houston who
are out for themselves, or who just simply have
black hearts and do not support our commu-
nity,” Burnham says. “There are even vendors
who will not work with us simply because we
are gay, or they will just take our money and
end up delivering a terrible product.”

So how can same-sex couples separate the
snakes from the angels? Well, they can start
by hiring an LGBTQ-friendly consultant like
Burnham, David Alcorta of David Alcorta
Catering, or Claudia de Velasco of A Day To
Remember.

“Iamvery protective of my clients, and I
will refer them to only vendors that I personal-
ly know and trust—people who will not belittle
or hurt them,” Burnham says. She emphasizes
that couples should also look for a wedding
planner whose personality meshes with theirs.

“Isthis someone you want to spend the
next 12 to 18 months with?” Burnham says.
“Make sure you want to have conversations
with this person—lots of conversations.”

Another mistake couples make in planning
their weddings is booking vendors based solely
on price, Burnham says. “You get what you pay
for,” she warns. “Hire someone that you value,
someone whose work you appreciate. Find that
person with great reviews, and don’t be afraid
to ask for—and to follow up with—all referenc-
es. And please, get everything in writing.”

Alcorta, the proprietor of David Alcorta
Catering, seconds Burnham’s warning about
homophobic vendors. “It’s just sad that there

are some vendors who will not work with those
in our community,” Alcorta says. “I know who
they are, and will steer my clients away from
them [and toward] those who will.”

Alcorta’s services include everything from
drop-offtrays of finger foods to full-service ca-
tered events, complete with a staff of culinary
artists, servers, and mixologists. “Our menus
include Mexican, Latin, Italian, and American
cuisines,” Alcorta says. “And I am very proud
to say that our chefs can even recreate your
grandmother’s favorite family recipe.”

Alcorta offers an extensive menu of bite-
size desserts and cakes for all occasions. It’'sa
one-stop shop for the two stars of any wedding
reception—the food and the cake.

“The first thing one should look for in a
wedding planner is just how well-engaged they
are in the community. Do they have relation-
ships with the vendors and resources you need
to make your dream wedding come true?”
Alcortasays. “A good wedding planner should
be able to envision your dream wedding within
the first hour of meeting the happy couple.

Alcorta says the biggest mistake couples

OutSmartMagazine.com |

Baking as Fast

as He Can

David Alcorta of
Alcorta Catering,
creator of this cake,
says he planned

only a few same-sex
weddings prior to the
U.S. Supreme Court's
decision in Obergefell,
but since then “gay
men and women are
getting married in
record numbers.”

make is not knowing how big or small they
want their wedding to be. “They start off small
and intimate, and two weeks later decide they
want a big event so everyone they have ever met
can attend,” he says.

Regardless, Alcorta says he loves working
with same-sex couples. “I'm gay,and I'mina
same-sex marriage, and I personally planned
our wedding,” he says. “Prior to the 2015 Su-
preme Court decision, I had planned a few
same-sex weddings. Afterward, I am happy
to report that gay men and women are getting
married in record numbers. I am currently
working with two same-sex couples for wed-
dings in November and January. Both are big
weddings, and are going to be lots of fun.”

De Velasco, lead event-planner and creator
of memories at A Day To Remember, believes
couples need to connect with their planner.
“Not on just abusiness level, but on a personal
level as well,” De Velasco says.

“When planning and designing awedding,
we personalize each and every wedding; we are
definitely not in business to generate cookie-
cutter weddings,” she adds. —
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GRAB SOME FRIENDS AND
ESCAPE TO PARADISE!

e 24-Hour Concierge

* Monitored, Gated Security

* 3 bedrooms/Up to 6-10 guests
(additional adjacent accommodations)

e Private Chef Available

* Wedding Coordination

* Gay-owned & Operated

Dominical, Costa Rica

Enjoy Stunning Pacific Coast views while minutes away from Eco Tours
with Surfing, Zip Lines, White Water Rafting, Horseback Riding,
Volcanoes and Waterfalls.

CasaAzurCostaRica.com 832.541.3704

continued from previous page

De Velasco says the biggest
mistake couples make is not
planning their budget. “Often-
times, couples are not fully aware
of the costs of awedding,” she
says. “Having a planner who is
familiar with the costs, based on
their needs and vision, will not
only save them money but also
help alleviate some of the stress.”

De Velasco also reported
anincrease in same-sex clients
since the Supreme Court’s 2015
ruling in favor of nationwide
marriage equality. “[Same-sex]
weddings tend to be even more
emotional, as they are still anew
concept, even though it’s been
two years,” she says. “Many of
our same-sex couples grew up
thinking they could never get
married, so the possibility of a
legal marriage is even more sa-
cred, and definitely not taken for
granted.

“The challenge same-sex
couples face when it comes to
planning weddings is that, even
today, there are sadly many ven-

dors who are not very accepting,”
de Velasco says. “Itistruly a sad
reality that we must continue to
vet professionals before consider-
ing them for our same-sex couples.
‘We have vowed never to let any

of our same-sex couples feel un-
comfortable as they begin their
happily-ever-after life together.”

David Alcorta

* David Alcorta Catering, LLC

* 832.439.0224

¢ facebook.com/david.
alcorta.12fref=ts

¢ davidalcorta.net

Lauren Burnham, Owner/Event

Planner

¢ EventSmith (Formerly Vintage
Indulgence)

¢ 281.736.3636

¢ facebook.com/eventsmithco

eventsmithco.com

Claudia de Velasco, Lead Event

Planner and Creator of Memories

¢ A Day To Remember

* 713.862.1751

¢ daytoremember.net

Henry V. Thiel is a frequent con-
tributor to OuTSMART magazine.
He loves weddings.

Capturing engagements,
weddings, and anniversaries.

832.876.1053
yvonnefeece.com

Yvonne Feece Photography

utlers
ourtya

VWeddings & Peceptions

rd Cotpotate & Spectal Everts

... historic elegance

Jet ow histoy and wesmth
wmwdouhpastt&gnuh
pesart and youwt phoserd

toyout

www.butlerscourtyard.com | info@butlerscourtyard.com | 281.557.5551
122 N Michigan Avenue, League City, Texas 77573
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Monthly seminars about
prenuptial agreements.

BarberkSenviceYAvailablel Call to register

515\Westheimer' 713.524.7858 &_for_locations.
wwwHalilSialllonHouston’com Co-habitation Agreements

Mon. - Fri. 10am - 7pm | Sat. 10am - 5pm | Sun. Closed

danilo Novoa, lesw
Counselor ® Psychotherapist

Houston @WAttomey.é

713.623.4433 + 2121 Sage Rd., Ste 100 ¢« Houston, TX 77056

M. Sandra Scurria, MD

EMDR « CBT « Pain Management
Mindfulness Based CT « PTSD
Bipolar Disorders « Depression « Anxiety
Body Image « Bilingual

Same/next day on-time appointments

» General family medicine = 24/7 telephone access
« Women's health « Board certified family practice

WinnerBest | o Qver 30 years in practice * Membership fee required
Female Physician

Al Ia*Y2g -661-5901 MDVIP
Aani '?-feat 281-661-5901

6565 West Loop South at Bellaire Blvd., Suite 300
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713.992.5010
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RECENTLY MARRIED?

OuTrSMART wants all
of the details and may
feature your LGBTQ
love story in
our monthly
Wedding Guide.

(800) 592-9058 OutvS
www.Aq uafestCruises.com Email us at Editor@OutSmartMagazine.com utht]!-,!é!!.t
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dessert gallery

BAKERY & CAFE

#OURHOMEISy o.ccrfeomerouston
dessertgalleny.com

Cofe | 3600 KIRBY DRIVE P | 713.522.9999
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SEASON

\S_PA) Bringing The World's Best To Houston

DAVID
SEDARIS

New Book

LHRISTIE CO I

SPAHOUSTON.ORG
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Jussie SmollettV

(SiriusXM Progress, 9/25/17, Michelangelo Signorile)

I hear so many people being like, “Oh my God, it’s the end
of the world!” No, I think it’s more like a new world order.
Like a new form of consciousness that people are going to

be forced to have. That, somehow, white gay men are no
longer going to be able to be like, “Well, | got the right to get
married, so now, in actuality, on paper, I’'m on the same level
as a heterosexual white man.” No, you not, boo. No, you
not. They don’t like your ass. They don’t like me. Let’s keep

it real. If we all were to come together—and that means
people of color, and that means Muslims, Jews, Christians,
Buddhists, LGBTQ community, disabled people, immigrants,
whomever—if we all came together, our marginalized
groups (they want to call us minorities), at the end of the day
we’d be a majority.

G}

Inthe Majority

Jussie Smollet (pictured here in Fox’s Empire):
is it the end of the world?

Seth
Mevyers”™

(Late Night with Seth Meyers, 8/27/17)
The winner of [the Senate
primary in Alabama] is judge
Roy Moore. ... Mooreisa
darling of the far right known
for his many years of open
bigotry and homophobia.
He defied the Supreme Court
decision legalizing same-sex
marriage, and he’s also
.. . said homosexual conduct
should be illegal. Now, Trump
himself endorsed Moore’s
opponent, senator Luther
Strange, after repeated prod-
ding from the GOP establish-
ment. . .. [After Strange’s
loss] Trump immediately of-
fered his support [to Moore].

O]

Less Is Moore

Seth Meyers (seen here on his late-night show on NBC):

what does he have to say about judge Roy Moore (inset)?


http:// dessertgallery.com 
http:// spahouston.org 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
http:// ingridchristie.com 

SMOLLETT - JAMES DIMMOCK/FOX; KING - KATHY HUTCHINS/SHUTTERSTOCK.COM; HAGGIS - SCREEN GRAB FROM A&E'S
“LEAH REMINI: SCIENTOLOGY AND THE AFTERMATH"; MEYERS - SCREEN GRAB FROM NBC'S “LATE NIGHT WITH SETH MEYERS"

Compiled by Blase DiStefano

[ [ [
< Billie Jean King
(AARP Bulletin, 9/17, Jon Saraceno)
Jon Saraceno: Bruce Jenner was a star of the same era [as you].
Did his transformation to Caitlyn shock you?
Billie Jean King: I didn’t know him well. He always was very kind. In
the ’70s, women on the tour were up in arms about [tennis transgender
pioneer] Dr. Renée Richards. I talked to medical people, then to Renée
for four hours. I told our players she was going to play. I said, give her a
chance, you will love her. They did. When Bruce became Caitlyn, it did
not surprise me. I'm 73—nothing surprises me.

ScientologyV

(Leah Remini: Scientology, 9/19/11, A&E)

Producer/director/screenwriter Paul Haggis (Million Dollar Baby,
Crash) was a member of the Church of Scientology for 35 years, but left
the church after their support of Proposition 8, the ballot initiative that
banned same-sex marriage in California. Haggis, who left the church
in 20009, has a gay daughter. « Mike Rinder is a former senior executive
of the Church of Scientology International. He left the church in 2007, «
Following is a very small part of Haggis and Rinder’s discussion (which
also included actress Leah Remini) on A&E’s Leah Remini: Scientology
and the Aftermath.
Paul Haggis: The church [of Scientology] will tell you that it embrac-
es all people, that they do not discriminate, [that] they love gay people,
® and there are many gay members. It’s a complete lie.
She’s Stillthe King  Mike Rinder: Thisis where we get to the real issue of “is Scientology

Billie Jean King (seen here at the premiere of homophobic or not?” Absolutely is, but it’s not publicly stated to be the

The Battle of the Sexes): what surprises her2  case. Scientology’s view of homosexuality is two-faced: on one hand,
they present to the world that they are open and tolerant, but within
the writings of Scientology, homosexuality is viewed as an aberration.
From Dianetics by L. Ron Hubbard: “[W]ith an effective science [Scien-
tology] to handle the problem, a society which would continue to endure
perversion and all its sad and sordid effects doesn’t deserve to survive.”

O]

‘It’s a Complete Lie’
Paul Haggis (seen here in a screen grab from A&E’s Leah Remini:
Scientology and the Aftermath): what's his view on homosexuality?
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By Gregg Shapiro

LGBTQ History Month Playlist

Pet Shop Boys,
Kesha, Grizzly

Bear, and more.

Hercules & Love Affair

Omnion
w = (Ml "7 In adeparture
o N

N Sl " from their previ-

Ly Y 7 ous dance-based
. '.'f} e “ music, Hercules

,{ . & Love Affair
* 1" has released the
political album Omnion, shifting
toward a “re-immersion in the
wider world.” Featuring collabo-
rations with other artists, “Re-
joice” is about an encounter with
a gender-nonconformist, “Are You
Still Certain?” touches on the ter-
rorist attacks in Paris and Beirut,
and “Fools Wear Crown” is out
front-man Andy Butler’s “attempt
to make amends” after his years
as a drug addict. “Not everything
has to be so serious,” Butler says,
“but this Hercules record is.”
More: herculesandloveaffair.net.
—Josh Inocéncio

Oliver
Oliver

With an eclectic

musical palate,
% the electronic duo

Oliver—Oliver
Goldstein and
Vaughn Oliver—
have released their titular album
that combats the isolation of the
digital age. Based in Los Angeles,
they have played at “massive
shows and gritty clubs” all over
the world, putting “humans of all
kinds into states of aural eupho-
ria.” Combining their experience
with drums, keyboard, guitar, pia-
no, as well as computer program-
ming and engineering, they’ve
created an array of diverse music
tracks that tap into pop, hip-hop,
electro, and R&B. Interscope Re-
cords (interscope.com).

—Josh Inocéncio

t's been more than 30 years since the

UK duo Pet Shop Boys, led by out
front-man Neil Tennant, burst onto the
music scene. Early PSB hit singles “West
End Girls” and “Opportunities” led us
straight to the dance floor. The Dusty
Springfield duet “What Have | Done
to Deserve This2” became an instant
classic, and their reverent cover of Vil-
lage People’s “Go West” took on new
meaning when it was released in 1993
at the height of the AIDS era. PSB's first
five albums received the expanded reis-
sue treatment in 2001, and three later
releases—1999’s Nightlife, 2002’s
Release, and 2006's Fundamental (all
on Parlophone/Rhino)—are getting
their due. Each set contains remastered
versions of the original discs, as well as
“further listening” bonus discs featuring
demos, live tracks, and more—some of
which are either previously unreleased
or heretofore unavailable on CD.

Nightlife is notable for the heart-

breaking “You Only Tell Me You Love
Me When You're Drunk,” the clubby
“Closer to Heaven” (also featured in
the stage musical of the same name,
co-written by PSB and Beautiful Thing
playwright Jonathan Harvey), and the
Village People homage “New York City
Boy.” The Nightlife package includes
two additional bonus discs with songs
from 1996 to 2000. Easily one of the
most daring and enduring albums in the
PSB oeuvre, Release features The Smiths’
Johnny Marr (with whom Tennant col-
laborated on the Electronic side-project),
giving the material a new edge. PSB
doesn't abandon its trademark sound but
simply augments it, as you can hear on
“Home and Dry,” “I Get Along,” “You
Choose,” and Eminem jab “The Night |
Fellin Love.” As with Nightlife, Release
features two bonus discs with songs from
2001 to 2004. The third installment in
the reissue series, Fundamental (featur-
ing the brilliant “The Sodom and Gomor-
rah Show”) is a bit of a curiosity. When it
was initially issued, it included an eight-
song Fundamentalism bonus disc. The
bonus disc for the Fundamental reissue,
consisting of 22 previously unreleased
songs from 2005 to 2007, only includes

a few songs from Fundamentalism (the
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Elton John duet on “In Private” has been
scuttled to the expanded Release reissue).
It's unfortunate what bisexual pop

star Kesha had to go through regarding
her legal battle with music-Svengali Dr.
Luke. At the end of the day, however, she
has emerged a better, more mature and
original artist than she was while under his
thumb. Her new album Rainbow (RCA),
which is as celebratory as it is serious, is a
career high point. Anthemic and empow-
ering numbers such as “Bastards,” “Let
‘em Talk” (featuring Eagles of Death Met-
al), “Woman” (featuring The Dap-Kings
Horns), “Hymn,” “Praying,” “Learn to Let
Go,” and the title tune are good examples
of making the personal universal, and
many of her LGBTQ fans are sure to find
something to relate to in her struggles. Ke-
sha even unleashes her inner cowgirl on
“Boots,” “Hunt You Down,” “Spaceship,”
and “Old Flames (Can’t Hold a Candle to
You),” a duet with Dolly Parton co-written
by Kesha's mother, Pebe Sebert.

The Kele Okereke you hear on Fa-
therland (BMG/The End) isn't just vastly
different from the one you heard when he
was the openly gay front man of art-punk
band Bloc Party, but also (unlike the one
you heard on his solo albums) 2010’s The
Boxer and 2014's Trick. First of all, he's no
longer a one-name artist. Gone are the
synths and electronic beats, replaced by
a more stripped-down approach. What
you get is an honest-to-goodness organic
singer/songwriter album with standouts
including “You Keep on Whispering His
Name,” “Streets Been Talkin’,” the flirty
cabaret of “Capers,” the retro soul of “Do
U Right,” the emotional “Savannah,” and
the stunning “Portrait.” That's Olly Alexan-
der (gay front-man of Years & Years) join-
ing Okereke on “Grounds for Resentment”
and Grammy-winner Corinne Bailey Rae
on “Versions of Us.”

There may be some Grizzly Bear fans
who will struggle with the more accessible
(read: commercial) sound of Painted Ruins
(RCA/Grizzly Bear Music), and that's to
be expected. Ever since openly gay front
man Ed Droste released the first Grizzly
Bear album Horn of Plenty as a solo artist
(before being joined by band members
Daniel Rossen, Christopher Bear, and
Chris Taylor), there has been an ongoing
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evolution of sound from lo-fi to chamber pop—
and even inclusion in TV ads, giving the band
some of its greatest exposure. In a way, it makes
sense that Grizzly Bear’s first album for a major
label would have a more wide-reaching musi-
cal appeal (even if the lyrics remain somewhat
obscure). “Mourning Sound,” “Three Rings,”
“Aquarian,” and “Neighbors” could easily earn
Grizzly Bear an even larger following.

You may be familiar with LP as a performer
of her own songs on albums including 2001’s
Heart Shaped Scar, 2004’s Suburban Spraw!
and Alcohol, or 2014's Forever for Now. Or
you may recognize her as Laura Pergolizzi,
songwriter for other artists including Christina
Aguilera and Rihanna. Either way, you don't
want to miss her fourth full-length album Lost on
You (Vagrant/BMG). Aside from opening with
“Muddy Waters,” featured in the devastating
season-four finale of Orange Is the New Black,
it's easy to understand why LP chose to record
these songs herself rather than share them with
others. She raises the roof with the stomping
“No Witness,” explores her inner dance diva on
“When We're High” and “Up Against Me,” cuts
deep on the emotional “Switchblade,” and de-
serves to have her own hits with songs including
“Death Valley,” “Strange,” and “Other People.”

To this day, there are at least two musical
genres—jazz and hip-hop—in which LGBTQ
artists are still firmly in the minority. To be fair,
that is changing rapidly, thanks to artists such
as Gary Burton, Patricia Barber, Lea Delaria,
and Andy Bey in jazz; and Frank Ocean, Thee
Satisfaction, and Big Freedia in hip-hop. We
can now add out performer Tyler, The Creator
to the queer-rapper roster, especially due to the
frankness of his buzzworthy new album Scum
F--k Flower Boy (Columbia). The most cited line,
“I been kissing white boys since 2004” from “I
Ain't Got Time!” is especially notable, given that
just a few years ago Tyler was considered ho-
mophobic due to the number of slurs he spat out
on his 2011 debut disc Goblin. Similarly, “Gar-
den Shed,” with its references to “hiding” and a
“garden shed for the garcons/and feelings that
| was guarding,” is making an unexpected but
welcome statement. Of course, time will tell how
the hip-hop world will respond and the impact it
will have on Tyler's future creations.

Gay pianist and composer Fred Hersch's
new album has the fitting title Open Book (Pal-
metto), as it is being released at the same time
as his memoir Good Things Happen Slowly.
Four of the seven tracks feature Hersch’s piano
interpretations of the Benny Golson classic
“Whisper Not,” Antonio Carlos Jobim’s “Zinga-
ro,” Thelonious Monk’s “Eronel,” and even Billy
Joel’s “And So It Goes,” which rounds out the
disc. The original compositions include “The
Orb,” “Plainsong,” and the album’s epic center-
piece, “Through the Forest,” which clocks in at
almost 20 minutes.

Gregg Shapiro is a regular contributor to
OuTSMART magazine.

HPTN

an HIV prevention clinical trial

Give PrEP a Shot!

Learn more about HPTN 083, a research study comparing the effectiveness
of injections and oral tablets to prevent HIV.

GIVEPREPASHOT.ORG

ARE YOU:

* HIV negative,

+ Aman (assigned male gender at birth), or a transgender woman, who has sex with men,
* Age 18 or older, and

* Able to attend study visits where this study is being conducted?

YOU MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR A
RESEARCH STUDY THAT FEATURES:

* Free and confidential HIV/STI testing,
* Free counseling and referrals, and
+» Compensation for study procedures

HPTN

HIV Prevention
Trials Network

This HIV prevention research study is funded by the U.S. National Institutes of Health (NIH) through the HIV Prevention Trials Network (HPTN)

TO FIND OUT MORE OR TO SEE IF YOU'RE ELIGIBLE,
CONTACT THE RESEARCH LOCATION LISTED BELOW

Call me NOW for all
of your real estate
needs!

TIM SURRATT

303 Knox
MLS# 95118534

713.320.5881
surratt@greenwoodking.com

GREENWOOD KING
PROPERTIES
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ReapOur

Exploring the lives of gay gang members.

One of These Things First
Steven Gaines

One of These
Things First

—] In what the Boston Globe
deems “shocking, funny,”
and “a real treasure,”
best-selling author Steven
Gaines charts his journey
as a 15-year-old boy in
1960s Brooklyn and his
trajectory from his grand-
parent’s bra-and-girdle

store to, after a failed suicide attempt,
one of the most exclusive psychiatric
hospitals in the world. Here he meets

a brilliant psychiatrist who promises to
cure him of his homosexuality. With One
of These Things First, Gaines takes a wry
look back at his early years and coming
out in Brooklyn. Delphinium Books
(delphiniumbooks.com). —Josh Inocéncio

An Unkindness of Ghosts
Rivers Solomon

With the “breathtaking
science fiction debut” of
An Unkindness of Ghosts,
Rivers Solomon depicts
Aster, who lives in the
low-deck slums of the
HSS Matilda, a space ves-
sel organized much like
the antebellum South.

When the autopsy of Matilda’s sovereign
reveals a surprising link between his
death and her mother’s suicide, Aster re-
traces her mother’s footsteps. Embroiled
in a grudge with a brutal overseer, Aster
learns there may be a new way off the
ship if she’s willing to fight for it. Akashic
Books (akashicbooks.com).
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ou felt surprisingly safe. There

you were, in a place that was
certainly iffy, but you were totally
comfortable. No danger, no dark-
ness, no problems—and in the new
book The Gang’s All Queer by
Vanessa R. Panfil, no world that
you've ever seen before, either.

Everybody knows that being
ateen isn't easy. Being a gay
teen is even harder—which, as a
white lesbian woman, Panfil knew.
Her work in a Columbus, Ohio,
LGBTQ center for young adults
showed her realities beyond what
she’d lived herself, and it sparked
an interest in examining the Co-
lumbus gang culture. She already
knew a handful of gay gang mem-
bers, and after she had gained
their trust, those men introduced
her to a web of people who
shared their world with her.

When most people think of
gangs, the image that comes
to mind is one of tattoos and
machismo. Panfil found some of
that, but it was often used to hide
LGBTQ sexual identity; indeed,
many (though far from all) of the

OutSmartMagazine.com

®

The Gang’s All Queer:

The Lives of Gay Gang

Members

by Vanessa R. Panfil

2017

New York University Press
(nyupress.org)

312 pages

$28

men she interviewed were not
out to their fellow gang mem-
bers. Panfil says there are three
distinct kinds of gangs: all-gay
gangs (of which there aren’t
many), heterosexual gangs (in
which being gay could be dan-
gerous), and the more tolerant,
easy-going "hybrid” gangs
(with perhaps a 50/50 mix of
gay and straight members).
Panfil points out that most
of the men she interviewed
were careful to stress that they
were very masculine. In spite
of that, more than two out of
three gay men fought some-
one else over homophobic
harassment, and protection
from such was not the main
reason for joining a gang. The
main reasons were the percep-
tion of “family” that gangs
provided, or because of deep
friendships. Furthermore, while
there was a certain amount
of crime—mostly petty theft
or selling drugs and sex (al-
though fierce violence was not
unknown)—many gay gangs

By Terri Schlichenmeyer

offered encouragement, a
more democratic atmosphere,
help for job-seekers, and edu-
cational support, thus acting
more as “cliques” than gangs.

Let's start here: The Gang’s
All Queer is a bit on the aca-
demic side, so it won't be on
anyone’s relax-in-a-hammock-
and-read list. Having said that,
it's a very interesting take on
a world that never makes the
headlines.

Not only did author Van-
essa R. Panfil have access
to a group of men who were
willing to tell all, but she fully
used that access to understand
why a gay man would turn
to groups that are typically
antigay. This leads her to the
bigger picture, and the larger
questions of violence and
remaining closeted, as well
as problems with being black,
gay, and a gangster. And be-
cause her subjects so casually
use offensive slang labels, that
language, as well as the issues
of sex workers, are examined.

Even readers who might
struggle with the college-thesis
feel of this book will ultimately
come away with a better
grasp of a world that they
probably had never thought
about before. Certainly for
scholars, but also for readers
interested in LGBT culture, The
Gang’s All Queer is a pretfty
safe bet.

Terri Schlichenmeyer has been
reading since she was three
years old, and she lives on a
hill in Wisconsin with two dogs
and 11,000 books.
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Tropical Storm
Harvey Benefit
Show at Rich’s
September 16

Tropical Storm
Harvey Fundraiser
at South Beach
September 2

CANVAS PRINTS | OLOR POSTERS GREETING CARDS| MUCH MORE
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m continued from page 80

Houston’s ‘Music Man’ Takes His Final Bow
Arts pioneer Frank Young built Theatre Under the Stars from the ground up.

By Andrew Edmonson

rank Young, one of the founding fathers
F of'the Houston arts scene who brought

Houstonians hundreds of nights of
free, joyous musical theater at Miller Outdoor
Theatre, died on September 20 in Palm
Springs, California. He was 77.

In 1968, as a pre-med student working
part-time at Houston Grand Opera and in the
medical-research department at Baylor, he
decided to mount a production of Jules Stein’s
Bells Are Ringing using an all-volunteer cast
and orchestra at the recently opened Miller
Outdoor Theatre. He produced, directed,
and conducted the show. The opening-night
performance was rained out, but thousands
turned out the next night—and a major
Houston arts organization was born.

Working at first from his two-bedroom
apartment, he grew Theatre Under the Stars
(TUTS) into one of Houston’s largest arts
and cultural organizations, which today
presents touring musicals and self-produced
shows for tens of thousands of Texans each
season inits stunning Hobby Center home in
the Theater District.

“He truly was a pioneer, both in arts and in
the gay community,” observed Broadway direc-
tor Michael Wilson, who served as Alley The-
atre associate director from 1990 to 1998.

Along the way, Young built aregional the-
ater empire. In April 1985, he created the Na-
tional Alliance for Musical Theatre (NAMT)
after inviting the directors of 43 theaters and
operas to come together at TUTS to discuss
the state of musical theater in America. Today,
NAMT numbers 160 member organizations.

“Frank could see where things were going,”
said David Greiss, director of marketing and
sales for TUTS from 1997 to 2016. “He knew
that there needed to be a counterbalance to
Broadway Across America. For the indepen-
dent, non-Broadway Across America produc-
erslike TUTS and other companies, if they
banded together [through NAMT], they could
put together 50 markets for a show. They could
be apowerhouse that could compete more ef-
fectively with Broadway Across Americain
getting shows like Wicked.”

From 1989 to 2000, Young served as execu-
tive director of Seattle’s 5th Avenue Theater,
building arobust subscriber base of over
30,000 that allowed the company to develop
educational and internship programs in the
community. He was twice named one of The-
atreWeek’s “100 Most Powerful People in The-
atre.” When he stepped down as CEO of TUTS

King TUTS

Frank Young stepped down as CEO of Theatre Under
The Stars in 2006, 38 years after he put on the com-
pany’s first show.

in 2006 after almost four decades at the helm,
he had served longer than any other leader of a
major Houston arts organization.

As animpresario keenly attuned to the
desires of his Houston audience, Young devel-
oped awinning formula of enticing stars of a
certain vintage to perform beloved musical
theater classics, including Juliet Prowse in
Mame, Sandy Duncan and Cathy Rigby in Peter
Pan, Debbie Reynolds in The Unsinkable Molly
Brown, and Robert Goulet as King Arthur in
Camelot, a production that toured across the
U.S. before opening on Broadway in 1993.

In 1993, Young scored a major coup when
helanded the out-of-town tryout of Disney’s
blockbuster musical version of Beauty and the
Beast before it debuted on Broadway in 1994,
where it ran for five years.

“Frank was a showman. He wanted his
shows to be bigger than life,” Greiss said.
“When TUTS did Gone with the Wind at Miller
Outdoor Theatre, he was so excited that they
were going to have Atlantaburning on stage.
He wanted to take classic musical theater and
up it anotch, in every way, shape, or form.”

Young was also committed to nurturing
young musical-theater artists. “In 1972, when
TUTS opened the Humphreys School of Musi-
cal Theatre, he was so passionate and so proud
of being able to start a theater school to pre-

OutSmartMagazine.com

pare the next generation,” Greiss said.

Some theater critics faulted Young for hew-
ing too closely to the tried and true, and not
being more artistically venturesome in his
programming choices. In 1999, Misha Gerson,
theater critic for the Seattle Times, observed,
“But 5th Avenue’s own resident productions
have been artistically erratic. And Young too
often assumed that some of the bland, middle-
of-the-road revival fare presented at Houston’s
Theatre Under the Stars (the other theater
Young manages) would also wow Seattle.”

Young did develop some new musicals at
TUTS that were based on unconventional
source material, including Ninfa/, inspired
by the eponymous Houston restaurant entre-
preneur; Whatever Happened to Baby Jane
in 2002; and Zorro: The Musical, a1998 work
featuring a book co-written by Young and Jim
Bernhard, which Young directed.

A showman with abig, theatrical personal-
ity and a keen wit, he once confided to an in-
terviewer, “You know the musical comedy The
Music Man, where Harold Hill comes to town?
Isortofthink that I'm a Harold Hill.” In that
musical-theater classic, Hill was a charismatic
conman who dazzled an Iowa town by posing
as a school band organizer until he realized
that heloved Marian the Librarian.

“Istarted in 1958 as a dancer in Carmen
when Houston Grand Opera was performing
in the Music Hall; that was before Jones Hall
was built,” he told houstontheatre.comina
1998 interview. “And over the years, I sang in
the chorus, sang little walk-on parts. I ended
up doing backstage conducting, and sort of
learned on the job.

“I started out in Houston musicalsas a
dancer and a singer and an actor with Tommy
Tune and Jaclyn Smith and alot of people that
went on to big careers,” he continued. “And
over the years, I have learned all the different
skills. I also direct, I choreograph some of our
shows. I conduct the orchestra frequently on
our shows.

“So I'm sort of dangerous. I'm one of those
that knows alittle about alot of things. Jack of
all trades, and master of none. But, as I grew
older, I realized that you put all those elements
in a Broadway musical together, and that’s
what a producer does.”

Young’s longtime companion, Jon Nelson,
died shortly before Young in Palm Springs.

Andrew Edmonson is a regular contributor
to OuTSMART magazine.
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LGBTQ Houston's Premier Annual Dinner

honoring Former Mayor Annise Parker & Representative Garnet Coleman

October 12.2017 | 6:00pm VIP Reception | 7:30pm Dinner & Program
The Ballroom at Bayou Place | 500 Texas Street | Houston Tx.

Www.montrosecenter.org/outforgood

benefiting g  MSntrose
" .’CenTer
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Current

OutSmart Advertisers

Get your business listed here. Call 713/520-7237 ext 10 for details.

ACCOMMODATIONS/HOTELS

CHURCHES/SPIRITUAL CENTERS

The Carter

4 Chelsea BIVd.........ccouuveeeeerreerrrees 832/688-4547
L’Emerson Corporate Lodging

Lemerson.net

Mid Main Lofts

3550 Main Stu....cooveeeeeeeeeeeeenneenens 713/528-2000
Sam Houston Hotel
1117 Prairie St.. oo 832/200-8800

The Village of The Heights
www.vilageoftheheights.com .... 713/802-9700
The Village of River Oaks
www.villageofriveroaks.com......... 13/952-7600

Living Mosaic Church

401 Branard St........ccoooeessssscccies 832/971-0364

Resurrection MCC

2025 W TTH0 eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennnanns 713/861-9149

St Paul’s United Methodist Church

L3O LI 1 1 713/528-0527
CLEANING SERVICES

Maids In Service

Mymaidsinservice.com................ 832/965-7868

Perfection Plus

713/664-9911

ACCOUNTANTS/BOOKKEEPERS/ CPAS

COMMUNITY/NONPROFIT

Gary Gritz, CPA

230 Westcott, Ste 210 .................. 713/784-3030
ADULT

Executive Adult Video

14002 Northwest FWy...........ccc...t .713/462-5152

Megaflixxx

5909 Richmond........cococcoeemmmnneneen. 713/780-1827
ADVERTISING

OutSmart Magazine

3406 Audubon.........ccooceoerreennnnnens 713/520-7237

AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING

Newport Air
NEWPOrtair.Net ......eeeeereerrreen 281/808-8630

Bering Support Network
............................................... 713-526-1017, ext.20
Diana Foundation

....................................... TheDianaFoundation.org
Greater Houston LGBT Chamber of Commerce
HoustonLGBTChamber.com........832-510-3002
Leshian Health Initiative (LHI)

401 Branard
Leshians Over Fifty (L.0.A.F.)
............................................ www.loafhouston.org

Ihihouston.org

............................................ midtownhouston.com
MyGayHouston.com

.............................. MyGayHouston.com/discover
Pet Patrol

ThePetPatrol.org

ARCHITECTS

Morningside Architects
MorningsideArchitects.com......... 713/529-2630

Ryan White Planning Council
rwpcHOUStON.OFG .....ccvvveenrncrrrnnns 713-572-3724

ASTROLOGER

COLLEGES/EDUCATION

Lilly Roddy Astrology

713/529-5842

ATTORNEYS/LEGAL SERVICES

Houston Community College
hces.edu

COMPUTERS/INTERNET/IT SERVICES

Warren Diepraam

www.LooneyConrad.com.......... 281-597-8818
Gonzalez Olivieri LLC
gonzalezolivierillc.com........... 713/481-3040
Cindy K. Hide, LLC

2121 Sage Rd., Ste. 100............... 713/623-4433

Erik J. Osterrieder/Rao deBoer Osterrieder

RDOip.com... 281/372-6114
Katine & Nechma

1834 Southmore. .......cc.ccoerrmerrrrnnns 713/808-1001
Magnan & Gouture PLLC, Law Office
MagnanCoutureLaw.com... 713-678-0499

Clyde Williams, Attorney
713/236-0064

Copy.com

1201-F Westheimer.........oo....vccvveees 713/528-1201
CUSTOM CLOSETS

SpaceMan Home & Office

SpaceManager.com... ....713/688-8808

ENTERTAINMENT/NIGHT LIFE

Bayou City Bar & Grill

2409 Grant St........cccoeuvvveeienns BayouCityBar.com
George Country Sports Bar

(A T 713/528-8102

Houston Chamber Choir
HoustonChamberChoir.org......... 713/224-5566

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS
RMS Auto Care
1759 Westheimer.............cccooeeveeeee. 713/529-5855
Tech Auto Maintenance
kA 11T:{ 1 10 O 713/863-8244
AUTOMOTIVE SALES
Central Houston Cadillac
2520 Main St......ooeeeeeevveeeeneeireee 832/981-7590
Jaguar Houston Central
7025 Old Katy Rd. 888/378-0449

Houston Eagle

611 Hyde Park........ccccoousreeueees HoustonEagle.com
Houston Media Source

410 Roberts Street.. ..713/524-7700
Island ETC

2317 Mechanic St, Galveston...... 409/762-3556
JR’s/Santa Fe

808 PaCifiC....curreerrenrreersrereeennns 713/521-2519
Lake Charles
Visitlakecharles.org/greattimes....800/456-7952
Miller Outdoor Theatre
MillerOutdoorTheatre.com.......... 281/373-3386

Land Rover Houston Central Pearl Bar
PO EN0] [ E G171 PO— 713/293-6100 4216 Washington.................. PearlHouston.com
Music Center
BAKERIES/CUSTOM CAKES 520 TeXaS......ouereen ReventionMusicCenter.com
Acadian Bakers Rich’s Houston
604 W. Alabama...........ccevvvrseres 713/520-1484 401 San Jacinto ... RichsNIghtClub.com
David Alcorta Catering South Beach
davidalcorta.net..........cccoeeeeveevenns 832/439-0224 810 PACHIC oo 713/529-7623
Dessert Gallery Stages Theatre
DessertGallery.com.................o... 713-522-9999 StagesTheatre.com ________________________ 713-527-0123
Theatre Under the Stars
CATERING SERVICES TUTS.COM oo 713/558-TUTS
David Alcorta Catering Tony’s Corner Pocket
davidalcorta.net 832/439-0224 817 W. Dallas.....ocooverveevreree 832/722-7658

Jim Benton of Houston Catering

2811 Eastman.... 713/802-2860
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FERTILITY/GYNECOLOGY
Aspire Fertility
AspireFertility.com

713/425-3003

Houston Fertility Specialists
www.fertilityspecialists.net......... 713/512-7900

FINANCIAL PLANNING/BANKS
Marie Hejtmancik/OPES Insurance Agency
Kelly Heftmancik/OPES Insurance Agency

281/648-0PES........oooeeeereeeeeeerrn 832/867-2518
Grace Yung/Midtown Financial
3355 Alabama, Ste 180................. 713/355-9833

Wells Fargo Bank
............................................. www.WellsFargo.com

FITNESS CLUBS/PERSONAL TRAINERS

Club Houston
2205 Fannin ...

..713/659-4998

FOOD/SPECIALTY & SPIRITS
Dripping Springs Vodka & Gin
................................... drippingspringsvodka.com

HANDYMAN SERVICES
My All Pro Handyman
aphandyman.net...........cccccccceeeer 936/689-2252

HAIR/NAIL/MAKE-UP SALONS
Azur Salon
2800 Kirby, Ste A-2
NU-Cuts Hair Salon
515 WeStheimer ............veeeeeeeeeeenes 713/524-7858
Revolt Hair
2034 A West Gray, Ste 118........... 713/540-7383

...713/400-2987

HEALTH CARE-CHIROPRACTIC

Kirby Health & Wellness/Kenneth W. Lester, D.C.

1603 Shepherd.........ccccocccccviinnnns 713/526-5252

HEALTH CARE-COUNSELING/THERAPY
D. “Woodja” Flanigan, MS, LPA
2600 SW Fwy, Ste 409 ..........uu.ee. 713/589-9804
Jeffrey Myles/JM Professional Services
713/447-2164
Denise 0’Doherty, LPC, LMFT, LCDC, RN
3131 Eastside St., Ste. 435.......... 713/524-9525
Dr. Barry F. Gritz, MD

230 Westcott, Ste 210 .....ccevevveneee 713/869-7400
Dr. Daniel Garza, MD
3131 Eastside St, Ste 4............... 15281/610-8190
The Montrose Center
401 Branard.......cooceeveeeeevervssnenns 713/529-0037

Danilo Novoa, LCSW
IWantCounseling.com. ..
Robert Snellgrove, LMSW-ACP

4617 Montrose, Ste C206............. 713/522-7014
Samaritan Counseling Center

of Southeast Texas

...713/992-5010

WWW.SCCSET.OFG.ovveenrcerieenninens 409/727-6400
Christine Wysong
230 Westcott, Ste 210 .... .713/869-7400
HEALTH CARE-DENTISTS
Samuel A. Carrell, DDS/Bruce W. Smith, DDS
1006 MiSSOUIi ..vvvvverseeeeereeeeeeeeeenns 713/529-4364
Bayou City Smiles/Marcus de Guzman, DDS
2313 Edwards St., Ste. 150............. 713/518-1411

Bayou City Smiles/ Cynthia Corral, DDS

2313 Edwards St., Ste 150. .. 713/518-1411
Cory Logan, DDS

530 Waugh Dr..........cocceerreesccsrnenns 713/942-8598
LifeSmiles by Randy Mitchmore, DDS

1722 W. Alabama............ceeeueeernnnns 713/592-9300
Bruce W. Smith, DDS/Bruce Smith, DDS

1006 MiSSOUIi .ovvveevveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennens 713/529-4364

HEALTH CARE-EMERGENCY CENTERS
SignatureCare Emergency Centers

1007 Westheimer 281/709-2897
1925 TC Jester.. ..832/850-4338
1014 Wirt Rd ...832/924-0312
Additional locations..............cooueees ercare24.com

HEALTH CARE-OPHTHALMOLOGISTS
Houston Eye Associates/Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD
5420 Dashwood, Ste 101............... 713/668-9118

HEALTH CARE-OPTOMETRISTS
Boutique Eye Care

2502 Woodhead............cooeeeeerrrnenee 713/528-2010
Eye Contact
2055 Westheimer ..........cooceecuvveee. 713/520-6600
Eye Gallery
1806B Westheimer ...713/523-1279

1700 Post Oak Blvd, Ste 110......... 713/622-7470

Spectacles on Montrose
4317 Montrose, Ste. 2 .......couwuvunne 713/529-3937

HEALTH CARE/PHARMACIES

Avita Pharmacy
AvitaPharmacy.com ... 713/489-4362

HEALTH CARE-PHYSICIANS
Octavio Barrios, MD
507 West Gray
7106 Spencer Highway ..
Gordon Crofoot, MD
Maggie White, FNP-BC
3701 Kirby, Ste 1230 ....cccceveeerenens 713/526-0005
M. Sandra Scurria, MD
6565 West Loop South, Ste 300..281/661-5901

..713/942-7546
..281/542-9400

HEALTH CARE-PLASTIC SURGEONS
Eisemann Plastic Surgery Center
CosmeticSurgeryHouston.com...713/790-1771

HEALTH CARE-SERVICES
Houston Area Community Services/HACS
2150 W 18th St. ... 713/426-0027
Legacy Community Health Services

1415 California Street................... 832/548 5000
Ryan White Planning Council
RWPCHOUStON.OG...ccooureerverreees 713/572-3784
St. Hope Foundation

OfferingHope.org ..........coeeeeees 713/778-1300
Vitality IV Studio

535 W. 20th, Ste 100.........cccouuuveee 713/861-4848

Vitality IV Studio
2034-A West Gray., Ste. 125 ....... 713/861-4868

HEALTH CARE-SKIN CARE
Heights Dermatology/Alpesh Desai, MD
2120 Ashland........coooeeeeeceereernnnnns 713/864-2650
Skin Renaissance Laser/Octavio Barrios, MD
507 West Gray.........ccoeceeemeeeeereeens 713/942-7546

HEALTH CARE-WEIGHT LOSS CLINICS
Dr. B-Fit/ Octavio Barrios, MD
517 West Gray ..........coeceeeeeseeeeeenns 713/942-7546

HOME FURNISHINGS/ACCESSORIES
Alabama Furniture
4900 N. Shepherd...

..713/862-3035

Cantoni

9889 Westheimer ...................cnns cantoni.com

coda

355 W 19th... ...713/864-4411
Fountains and Statuary

11804 Hempstead Rd .................... 713/957-3672

HOME REMODELING/RENOVATIONS
Luria Construction
LuriaConstruction.com............... 713/828-2155

HOME REMODELING/PAINTING

Luria Construction
LuriaConstruction.com..

...713/828-2155

INSURANCE AGENCIES/AGENTS
Jeffrey Bules/Insurance Associates Group
Insuranceassociatesgroup.com...713/523-9400
Marie Hejtmancik/OPES Insurance Agency
Kelly Heftmancik/OPES Insurance Agency
281/648-0PES........ooccevvvvuccerrrinns 832/867-2518
Patrick Torma/State Farm
3329 Telephone Road, Ste B........832/649-4311

JEWELERS
Silverlust
1338-C Westheimer ... 713/520-5440
Zadok
1749 Post Oak Blvd....................... 713/960-8950
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LANDSCAPING/GARDENING

Joshua’s Native Plants & Antiques

502 W. 18th Stveeeeeeeeeeessssreennneees 713/862-7444
MASSAGE THERAPISTS

Ryan Fugate, RMT

RyanMassageWorks.com............. 713/269-7926

Joel Leal, RMT

713/397-8808

PEST CONTROL SERVICES

Tom Schwenk/The House Company
TheHouseCompany.com.............. 713-857-2309
Tim Surratt/Greenwood King

713/320-5881
VJ Tramonte/Joe Tramonte Realty

1802 Broadway/Galveston.......... 409/765-9837
Martha Turner Properties

Marthaturner.com............cccoeeu.e. 713/851-7997
Andy Weber/John Daugherty Realtors
520 Post QakK......cooooveeeereerrrennnnens 713/724-4306

Andy’s All Star Pest Control
713/732-7742

RESTAURANTS/COFFEE/WINE BARS

Acadian Bakers

Natran Green Pest Control 604 W.Alabama...........ccccoscccccrens 713/520-1484
Natran.com....reimnreeenseens 832/478-8220 Dessert Gallery
DessertGallery.com...........cccouees 713-522-9999
PET SERVICES & SUPPLIES Gloria's lori
Aquarium World 2616 Louisiana s GloriasRestaurants.com
13157 Northwest Fwy................. 713/329-9989 Hamburger Mary’s
Last Wishes 2409 Grant......ooovceemmeersseesssmeessneees 713/677-0674
www.lastwishes.com.. .. 713/452-0474 Pearl Restaurant @ The Sam Houston
Midtown Veterinary Hospita 1117 Prairie wooveeeeeeeesseessssennnnns St832/200-8817
MidtownVetHospital.com........... 713-528-4900 Urban Eats
Molly’s Mutthouse 3414 Washington Ave.........feasturbaneats.com
3407 Montrose ....832/581-2453 -
3410 N. Shepherd.. .. 713/426-6888 TELEPHONES/CELL/WIRELESS
2755 Vossdale 281/501-9062 PremlmWWﬁIess
Spay-Neuter Assistance Program 12220 Murphy .. 281/575-8500
SNAPUS.OMG. covveeurrrrrvesssnssssessnnenes 713/862-3863
Urban Animal Veterinary Hospital Aquaf::AVEL/TRAVEL AGENCIES
1327 Yale Stueeeeeeeeemrrrrereeereeeeeeenens 713/863-0088 .
West Alabama Animal Clinic Aquafestcrmses.com .................... 800/592-9058
2030 W. Alabama......ceee 713/528-0818  toncierge Travel, Inc
4920 Mimosa.... ..713/661-2117
PHOTOGRAPHERS VACATION RENTALS
Dalton DeHart Photography Casa Azur
DaltonDehart.com.............ccemmnee 713/622-2202 CasaAzurCosta Rica.com............. 832/541-3704
Yvonne Feece Photography
YVONNEfeeCe.CoM ...uvvvvvvevvvrvvversrnnns 832/876-1053 WEDDING SERVICES - BAKERS
Acadian Bakers
PHOTOGRAPHY 604 W. Alabama..........cocvcre 713/520-1484
Houston Camera Exchange David Alcorta Catering
5900 Richmond Ave........cc.cccee 713/789-6901 davidalcorta.net.........eowns 832/439-0224
Dessert Gallery
PLUMBING DessertGallery.com............c. 713-522-9999
U-Plumb-It Plumbing Supply
1424 MONEIOSE «.vovvrrreeeenssenenesenns 713-942-2277 WEDDING SERVICES - CATERERS
Village Plumbing & Appliance David Alcorta Catering
ERTIE (] o) p— 713/224-DRIP(3747)  gavidalcorta.net..............oo.. 832/439-0224
Jim Benton of Houston Catering
POOLS & POOL SERVICES 2811 EaStMaN ..oeveeeeeseeeevereeeessseens 713/802-2860

Tranquility Pools
713/447-9201

WEDDING SERVICES-PHOTOGRAPHERS

PRINTING/COPY CENTERS

Copy.com
1201-F Westheimer..........cccooecuvvueee 713/528-1201

PSYCHIC READERS

Readings by LA
readingbyLA.COM .......cccvvvvveererrrenc 832/856-2188

Dalton DeHart Photography

DaltonDehart.com.........ccccoceeusree. 713/622-2202
Yvonne Feece Photography
YVONNEfeece.com ............uuueuweereenns 832/876-1053

WEDDING SERVICES - PLANNERS

REAL ESTATE-MORTGAGE/TITLE

Interlinc Mortgage/Cody Grizzoffi

3815 Garrott St, Ste 202 B............. 832/541-1103
Stewart Title/Michael Caballero
603 W. TTHh ooeeeeeeeeeeeennsrreeeene 713/401-1850

A Day To Remember
www.daytoremember.net............. 713/862-1751

WEDDING SERVICES - SERVICES

REAL ESTATE-REALTORS

Harmony Strings String Quartet
.................................... www.harmonystrings.com

WEDDING SERVICES - VENUES

Jared Anthony/NextHome Realty Center

ichoosejared.com...........c..oocccune 832/570-5726
David Bowers/The House Company/Galveston
David@DavidBowers.com......... 409/763-2800

Martha Turner Properties

Marthaturner.com......... 713/520-1981
Karen Derr/Karen Derr Realty
karenderr.com ...........cooeeeeeeeesneens 713/875-7050

Jeremy Fain/Greenwood King Properties
713/677-4337
Javier Heredia/Walzel Properties
JaviRealtor.com...........coeemrveeerinens 530/404-0555
Debbie Levine/Greenwood King Properties
713/942-6857
Lynette Lew/Better Homes and Gardens

LynetteLew.com. ......cccvusnnnnans 713/582-2202
Vinod Ramani/Urban Living Realtors
5023 Washington...............ccccc.. 713/868-7226

Butler’s Courtyard
ButlersCourtyard.com..
Sam Houston Hotel

..281/557-5551

1117 Prairie St .ooeeeeeeeeeceeeeeeeeennns 832/200-8800
Water’s Edge Venue
901 NASA Parkway..........ccccceeeeeeene 281/291-9900

Thank You for supporting
OutSmart advertisers!

Have your business listed here.
Call 713/520-7237, ext. 10.

Why give your money to
a business that does not
support diversity?

Why would you buy a

cake from someone who
doesn’t want

to sell you one?

Whether you're looking for the butcher,
the baker, or the candlestick maker,
OutSMART can help you find equality-minded
businesses that appreciate you and
provide vital community support.

Read OuTtSMART, SO you can have
your cake and equality, too.

QutvSmart

For advertising and subscription
information, call 713/520-7237.

www.OutSmartMagazine.com
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ACCOMMODATIONS

SUN. 10:00 AM: |
Worship Service

WED. 7:00 PM:
Bible Study

Real help. e

C
PC Hameleck
In-Home
Computer Services

 11832.496.9246

HOME & OFFICE
CLEANING

- DESIGNATED

w \ DRIVER SERVICE

1A HOUSE
y

/ \J & PET

N » SITTING

HOUSTON PRIDE RIDERS
A new LGBT motorcycle riding group is being
put together for those in the Houston area who
like to get out and ride! I'd love to have group
rides/social gatherings every month, possible
fund raiser rides for the community, etc.. All
motorcycle types welcome - From Harley's to
Hayabusa’s, crotch rockets and cruisers - all
are welcome. All rider experiences welcome!
Please contact jasonmwilson@sbcglobal.net
or look for Houston Pride Riders on Facebook.
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Advertising
Sales Executives

Successful candidates must
be organized, self-motivated,
energetic, outgoing, creative
and goal-oriented. Previous
experience in advertising and
marketing sales preferred.
Salary+Commission, health
benefits program included.
See the OutSmart website for
more details.

Email resume to: Employment @
OutSmartMagazine.com
Atin: Greg Jeu, Publisher.

MONTROSE

OFFICE SPACE
Perfect for Psychotherapist,
Personal Coach, etc.
Utilities, Phone, Voicemail
included. 24 hour, 7 day
access. $650/mo.
(713) 817- 4507
AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY

Let QutSmart help you find
your next best employee!
Call 713/520-7237 ext. 11

GALVESTON
PROPERTIES

3910 Ave O 1/2 Victorian cottage with
back efficiency (rented $700mo)
Needs work!... $114,500

5016 Ave O 2/1/1 Craftsman,
high and dry, large rooms...$159,000.

16606 Jamaica Beach Rd,
One block to the beach! 1,100 sq. ft
with large lot...$269,000

1417 24th 3/2.5 1899 Victorian with double
gallery wrap-around porch...$449,500

David Bowers, Realtor
409-763-2800

OutSmartMagazine.com

MASSAGE & BODYWORK

Reward Yourself
A NIGE TOUCH, RELAXATION
OF BODY AND MIND BY

LEE

Centrally Located; 7 Days,
Evenings, Out Calls Welcome

832.978.7017

100% Natural & Organic
Ingredients to Boost your
Immune System, detox,
anti-oxidize and rejuvenate cells
in 3 Months or Your Money Back.

HealthyRich ¢ 713-826-7048

Colon Hydrotherapy
HC3 Wellness is a state of the art center which
promotes internal cleansing and detoxification
through regimens of “Colon Hydrotherapy”and
“lonic Foot Detox.” Located in the heart of the
Medical Center. 713.667.8600.
www.hc3wellness.com.

Thank you for supporting

OutSmart advertisers.

Please be sure to tell them you
saw their ad in OutSmart!

AFFORDABLE
FRAMING

832-943-3377
Featuring

“Denises’ Timepieces”
+ Shadow box ¢ Photos ¢ Original Art
* Mirrors * Documents ¢ Canvas Stretch
Call us for all your art and framing needs.

We come to you!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

TO HELP PET OWNERS WITH HEALTH CHALLENGES

KEEP THEIR COMPANION PETS

WWW.THEPETPATROL.ORG

281.733.7696

PETPATROLPARTNERS@SBCGLOBAL.NET

pet patrol

A PEOPLE PET PART)

ALL ACCESS

s FREE
1713.590.9090

oTHER CITIES 1.877.510.3344

- HARDLINECHAT.COM

APp& #] fliW
]

ANDY’S ALL-STAR

PEST CONTROL
—713-732-7742
Complete Pest Control Service
6 Month Warranty - on Standard Pest Control

This is Termite Swarming Season
Call us to Protect your Investment

'~ Call
TAndy

for a free quote

TPCL# 13558 )

MARKETPLACE
ADVERTISING RATES

Deadline:

OCT. 15 for the NOV. Issue.

For rates/information
call 713/520-7237 ext. 10.
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continved from page 112

groups can be very good for your
business or personal life this month.
Toward the last week of October,
you are ready for some R&R.

CAPRICORN (December 22-
January 19). Career and long-term
security continues to take the spot-
light for you this month. You have
been busy, and that is not likely to
stop. After doing some reassess-
ing, you are ready to take on a
greater leadership role at work or
in your community. Family life has
been unsettled, but you are ready
to move on. You don't want to be
bound by the past. Associating
with business or community orga-
nizations is very beneficial for you
this month and through the coming
year. This can have very positive
effects for you and your friends,
but these organizations must have
clear goals and benefits or you
won't be interested.

AQUARIUS (January 20-Febru-
ary 18). You have been working
on cutting the cord on your past
history and obligations, and you

want to be free from previous com-
mitments. This is a period of rein-
vention for you. You want to feel
passionate about what you do and
break free of the routine. In the first
half of the month, you are in a phil-
osophical mood. You are looking
at the bigger picture and how you
fit—or don't fit! After mid-October,
your career energies really open
up for you. This is an excellent time
to promote yourself and your work,
teach a class, or travel around the
world. It's going to be a busy year!

PISCES (February 19-March 20).
Relationships have been the focus
for the last couple of months as
you have improved some relation-
ships and gotten rid of others. You
are not as flexible and easygoing
about things as you used to be. This
month you want to create trust and
intimacy with your partner. In busi-
ness partnerships, this could mean
you'll want to have some new con-
tractual agreements. By the end of
the month, you are ready for some
travel or a change in your routines.
Friends continue to be fickle, but
that gets better in November.

For more astro-insight, log on to
lillyroddy.com.

IDEAL FOR SUMMER INTERNS
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When business or pleasure brings you
to Houston for a month or more,
why not make L’Emerson your address?

210 Emerson Street * Houston, Texas 77006
www.LEmerson.net

+ All the amenities of home.

+ Ideally situated in the
Montrose-Midtown area.

* Much more affordable than
a downtown hotel room.

Tom Fricke, Proprietor

(QutvSmart

GAYEST

& GREATEST

2016
* Y *

Voted Houstons best
massage therapist,

2009, 2010, 2011,
2012,2014,2015 & 2016!
-outsmart magazine

*

Thank you again
to my OutSmart
readers for voting me
Best Astrologer for
all of these years”

WHU YUU-AF

i
oulL

ersonal astrological sessions

elationship readings =personal / business

resentations & lectures to organizations

lillycath@aol.com « www.lillyroddy.com
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COME SEE

WHAT WE'VE
GOT COOKIN'

ON EY!?

HAMBURGER MARY'S 12409 GRANT | [713) 677-0674 | TUES-SAT 11A-2A, SUN 11A-6P

SGEVRGE* [ oory Mrona

Vodka Drinks
sk $590

Your Country Sports Bar

« Mon-Sat Tam-2am
HOURSl Sunday 12pm-2am

617 Fairview * Houston, Texas * 713.528.8102

WHAT THE DUCK SHOW!
Wednesdays, 8:30pm

C O RN
AeIG345 TONY’S CORNER POCKET

817 W. Dallas « 713/571-7870

If you want to drink, that’s your business.
If you want to stop, that’s ours.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

Hundreds of meetings a week in your area.
Call (713) 686-6300 or visit www.aahouston.org
For general information visit: www.aa.org

#1 PARTY BﬂR IN MUNTHUSE

WED - SAT 9P - 2A « SUN 2P - "AI"MQ GRANT ST!E#YDUEIT\‘B.&R COM | 21 AND UP
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Bar & CLue Guibe

HOUSTON GUAVA LAMP
This trendy and friendly wideo dnd Cruise
BAYOU CITY BAR & GRILL bar gets busy during |

H'II‘~ fun party

closing. Kar
] zh Dr = 713.524.53
mldmp ouston.com.

bayoucitybarcom. HMMBURGER MARY’S
The cc () franchise teatures
BLUR inch/fdins wc v u:\.|tl full barand
'\llllll level dance club ‘ecllLln @ an € L h Dis. Check website
s lounge anc ) E les PL formers.
enjoy ""."'Tan \ [ ]
welcome Thurs,, Lati |' night on Sun, hamburger mar ys.comy hIJL :tuﬂ

Happy hour 8-10pm; |
11om. 710 Pacific St. » blurbar.com HOUSTON EAGLE
Part of the Fagle worldwide family, this
CLUB 2020 neighbe tering spot 15 a
Lacated downtown, this | 1 club to cruise and dance. Featuring Dls on
a ile anc weekends. Multiple patios. Leather shap is
open rm— same hours as the bar,
611 Hyde Park Blvd. « houstoneag

Y IPnr ms /Infl eeland » 715,227 9667
f|ub2“'7ul ouston.com. jR s BAR & GRILI.
CLUB CRYSTAL ontSs S

oy's former staff and Is pnol tahle"

dancers. 808 Pacific St = 713.521.
jrsbarandgrll.com.

MICHAEI. S OUTPOST
Jerry Atwood, Clay Howe
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vyvneaton, and

l\r‘l Massey,
.\I Tﬂkr‘

ghts fO’ karaoke on Tuesdays neishborhoc '|a'1u-t1r
and Iwursd \.ﬁll’ extended happy- nqul 4R Ve, » 713.520.8446
prices throughout the week. 2312 Crocker

‘?'3.52 3
NEON BOOTS
DANCEHALL & SALOON
e Houston's untry dancehall

niv
This boutique nightclub offers elegance only Lt'.J :
with ce and features a sHQF
dar ), gl ed quiet
ctive patio. Tues. and Sun.
drag. 202 Tuam St. » fharhouston.com
J13.522.3227,

. Wednesday

Bingo. Free dance

JKd a0 k& 11410
]
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GEORGE Pearl BAR _
Repulars rule at this comfortable neighbor- This LGBT-friendly lounge ir
h(}‘ﬂk‘I HDOII‘\ |.HI KL’JUFT\ aturdays Wash HI\, ton corridor fea (
indays s highlights |I\e open mic n| 1, \lPdiﬁ
night, and drink specials.

4216 hington = pearlhouston.com

Where Even/ohe

I's Welcome!
Helpline:

SUPPORT +« EDUCATION + ADVOCACY



BEHIND

RICH’S HOUSTON
Houston's most iconic and Iar§est LGBT
dance club, with multiple levels featuring a
video/show bar and a private VIP lounge.
No cover before 10:30 p.m. 2401 San
Jacinto « 281.846.6685
richsnightclub.com.

THE RIPCORD
This multi-roomed leather bar boasts
a busy Eatlo especially on the week-
ends. The Black Hawk Leather shop
located inside the club. 715 Fairview Ave
713.521.2792.

RUDYARD'S
The eclectic British pub is known for its
craft beers as well as for the burgers. Most
weekends you'll find up-and-coming local
bands rocking the house. 2010 Waugh Dr.
* 713.521.0521 « rudyardspub.com.

SOUTH BEACH
This mega-dance club is a frequent win-
ner of OutSmart’s Gayest and Greatest
awards. No cover before 11pm. 810 Pacific
St. » 713.529.S0BE « sobehouston.com.

TC'S SHOWBAR
With the longest daily happy hours in
Montrose (8am-10pm), this nel%hbor
hood watering hole is very popular. Drag
shows Wednesday-Sunday. Karaoke
Monday & Wednesday. 817 Fairview
713.526.2625 * tcsshowbar.com.

TONY’S CORNER POCKET
This comfortable club has one of the
friendliest bar staffs in town. Amateur
dance contest each Thurs., Fri,, & Sat. at
11pm. Opens daily at noon.
817 W. Dallas « 713.571.7870
tonyscornerpocketbar.com.

VIVIANA'S
Happening weekend-only gay dance club
with Latin DIs, singers, talent
shows & Sunday strippers.
4624 Dacoma « 713.681.4104.

the BAR

Gilbert Hernandez

Tony’s Corner Pocket
817 W. Dallas St.
713.571.7870

Tony's is best known for its
Amateur Strip Contest with

the hottest men Thursdays -
Sundays at 10 p.m. Wednesday
nights are Gayme Night with
free pool and free darts!

For details, check
TonysCornerPocketBar.com

BEAUMONT

ORLEANS STREET PUB AND PATIO
The place to hang for food, fun, and booze
ina newly renovated pub, In good weather
or bad. Open every night from 7pm-2am.
650 Orleans « 409.835.4243.

BRYAN/COLLEGE STATION

HALO VIDEO BAR
The only LGBT dance club in Bryan/Col-
lege station, this sleek spot is open Thurs.—
Sat. smack in the middle of Aﬁgleland 121
North Main « 979.823.6174 « halobcs.com.

GALVESTON

23RD ST. STATION
The bar features daily drink sFeaals and
the weekend is filled with pulsing music,
hot dancers, drag shows, and a Sunday
Tea Dance. 1706 23rd St. » 409.621. 1808

ROBERT’S LAFITTE
The Island institution features private patio
with swimming pool. On Sat. and Sun.
nights, the Ladies of Lafitte show takes the
stage. 2501 Avenue Q (at 25th)
409.765.9092.

SPRING

RANCH HILL SALOON
With its two pool tables, 52-inch plasma
televisions, and large dance floor, this
popular northside spot also offers DJs
Thursday-Saturday. 247041 1-45N Suite
103 »281.298.9035 * ranchhill.com.

THE ROOM BAR AND LOUNGE
This bar and video lounge has a laidback
atmosphere including daily drink specials,
karaoke, free pool, drag shows, and live
DJs several nights a week. 4915 FM 2920 «
281.907.6866 * roombarspring.com.

$1°° BUD LIGHT DRAFT*

SUN, NOON - 2A »

o b BIIHYDE PARK, HUUSTUN X.__77I[JDE

JR’s Bar & Grill’s

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Tumblr

always open * steam * sauna * whirlpool * huge outdoor pool & patio
private dressing rooms * lockers « full gym * guest memberships available * 18+ only

A PRIVATE MEN'S CLUB
2205 Fannin Street » Houston * (713)659-4998 + www.theclubs.com
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A Busy Month Ahead

With so many planets entering new signs, get ready for big changes.

ctober is a busy month, especially
Oduring the first two weeks—although

the pace will remain active through
the end of the month. Jupiter (planet of growth
and expansion, optimism, and overcommitment)
enters Scorpio on October 10 for the next 12
months. Jupiter will have the strongest impact
on the fixed signs of Scorpio, Taurus, Aquarius,
and Leo. Those who fall in these signs should
be busier than usual in all areas of their lives.
* Lots of planets are changing signs this month,
making for a busier and more changeable envi-
ronment. The sun starts the month in Libra before
it enters Scorpio on the 23rd. Mercury, our
communicator, also enters Scorpio on the 17th.
Venus, the planet of desire, begins the month
in Virgo and will enter Libra, her home sign, on
the 14th. Mars is close behind in Virgo, but also
enters Libra on the 22nd. Jupiter enters Scorpio
from Libra on the 10th. Saturn, our inner parent,
remains in Sagittarius but will enter Capricorn,
her home sign, in December for approximately
28 months. Uranus, our inner rebel, continues
through Aries but will enter Taurus in January for
a seven-year visit. Neptune swims in Pisces as
Pluto trudges through Capricorn. The end of
the year is going to be a time of big changes!
* And looking ahead, our next Mercury retro-
grade is from Thanksgiving through Christmas.
Now is a good time to start looking at plans for
the holidays, rather than waiting until the last
minute.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Relationships are
definitely the focus for October. You will be
hoping to reinforce your existing partnerships
through clear communications and planning.
You are willing to look at the more difficult
aspects of your partnerships, especially in the
latter half of the month. Getting some time away
to renew those vows can remind you who is
important in your life. If things are going well,
this is an excellent time to work on those issues.
Finances hold your attention toward the end of
the month. Money and trust become more im-
portant as you continue to maintain your focus
on relationships.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). This month you
are getting your workplace, your health, and
your routines in better shape! You are making
what you do at work more efficient, improving
communication with coworkers, and getting
the bugs out of your operating system. If you
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have children, they could be strong-willed and
demanding in the first half of the month. By
midmonth, relationships play a major role in
your life as Jupiter positively influences your
relationships for the next year. You are wanting
more from your relationships, both business and
personal.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). October should
be a better month for you because you will be
more focused than you were last month. You are
in a decision-making mode through December.
You are ready to move forward in career and
relationship decisions, and let go of relation-
ships that aren’t working. With your family,

you are setting your boundaries and speaking
the truth with few filters. By the last half of the
month, you are looking for some relaxation and
fun. Even your routines could become more
pleasant!

CANCER (June 22-July 22). As the month be-
ings, you are interested in making your home a
more beautiful and comfortable place. This can
include remodeling or relocating. You will want
to be around family to give you that sense of
centering. In relationships, you are clearing out
old patterns and wanting to have more authen-
tic partnerships. This also affects your sense of
responsibility to your family. You become more
independent and outspoken when Mars, planet
of action and short tempers, gets active in the
latter part of the month. Act on what you think is
right, so you don’t have to get angry before you
take action.

LEO (July 23-August 22). You have been work-
ing on getting things organized while trying to
get your family on board. You are examining
your resources and finances so you can make
better use of them. You are busy taking care of
a lot of small projects. The activity level may be
too much for you toward the end of the month
as you reexamine your boundaries and your
temper. Family activity takes over at the end of
the month. This can be a time of healing and
reconnection, but everyone still needs their own
space. Continue on the quest to improve your
health—you are making progress.

VIRGO (August 23-September 22). You
continue to be in a time of action and decision-
making, and seem to welcome the challenge.
Follow what you are drawn to, as that is what

OutSmartMagazine.com

By Lilly Roddy

energizes you. Obligatory responsibilities will
sap your energy, and you'll struggle to finish
what you started. You are focused on your
finances in the last half of the month, and you
should watch your impulsive spending during
that time. Career decisions take a bigger role in
your life through the end of the year. You want
to redefine and refine what you do!

LIBRA (September 23-October 23). Happy
Birthday to the
Librans! This is
your personal
yearly cycle of
review and setting
new goals and
directions. This
has been a very
busy year, and
often a very chal-
lenging one. You
have been trying to break out of your mold and
do something that really revives your spirit, and
you're ready to make some decisions about that.
Your courage increases toward the end of the
month. You are continuing to clear out relation-
ships that demand a lot but only give a little. This
is a good month to start any kind of health or
exercise program! You are taking better care of
Number One.

DAVID EDUARDO FLORES PEREZ

SCORPIO (October 24-November 21). You
are in a time of rest and retreat. The first half

of the month is better for reflection and having
some “me” time. Even though there are plenty
of social options, you are selective about your
choices. As we get to mid-October, you are
feeling more social. This is a great month for
promoting yourself or your services. You are
looking for really interesting new projects, rather
than just doing what you have done in the past.
You are open to new ideas and new technolo-
gies. Life gets busy and may not slow down until

November 2018.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22-December 21).
Since the end of August, Sagittarians have been
feeling that this is an important decision-making
time. You are clearer about your boundaries
and expectations—both yours and theirs! You
may be pushing yourself too much at work,
where there is a lot of activity. Social activities
increase this month. Business or community
continved on page 109
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7 Nights — 17th Annual
Halloween Cruise

San Juan, Puerto Rico, St. Croix, U.S.V.l,, Philipsburg, St. Maarten, Roseau,
Dominica, Bridgetown, Barbados, and St. George's, Grenada

Celebrity Cruises - Summi

Oct 27-Nov 3,2018

Alaska - Kenya African Safari- Christmas Markets Danube
Castles of the Rhine - Scandanavia & Russia

family at sea...

uaA WAMlmatia ;i | Auaans O DAt 1 DT Nuivindba Fuasiia Curawmdl

(800) 592- 9058 / AquafestCrmses com


http:// aquafestcruises.com

Photos by Dalton DeHart
and Edgardo Aguilar

On September 17, the John Palmer Art Gallery & On September 11, Barbara Radnofsky On September 13, the Harris County Democratic
Studio hosted an auction benefitting Resurrection  signed copies of her book, A Citizens’ Guide to Party hosted a Brown Bag Lunch featuring a
Metropolitan Community Church. Pictured are Impeachment, at Brazos Bookstore. Pictured representative from the Harris County Tax Assessor-
John Ross Palmer, Ryan Lindsay, Jan Golden, are Andrea Roth, Mark Haber, Steven Duble, Collector’s Office. Pictured are Delilah Agho-
Stephanie Gonzalez, Rudy Villarreal, Radnofsky, ACLU of Texas executive director Terri,  Otoghile, Lillie Schechter, and Mili Gosar.

and Eddie Domingue. and Benjamin Rybeck.

(]

i

On September 16, Milford Studio hosted an On September 16, Urban Eats hosted a On September 22, the Harris County Democratic
open house featuring Patrick Palmer’s fall 2017 champagne reception featuring artist Ernesto Party hosted a Meet and Greet at Teotihuacan with
paintings. Pictured are John de la Cruz, Michael Guerra. Pictured are Eric Munos, Desiree DNC vice chair Maria Durazo with Lillie Schechter,
Golden, Diane Griffin Gregory, Matt Adams, Flores, Henry Flores, Antonia Flores, Ernesto Maria Durazo, and Belinda Castro.

and Patrick Palmer. Guerra, Jorge Calderon, and Levi Rollings.

: i |
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On September 22, Kindred Spirits hosted its On August 13, OutReach United hosted a Coming Out On September 23, a celebration of life for Bobby

annual Celebration Dance at SPJST Lodge. Party Art Unveiling Brunch with Arturo Rodriguez at Reynolds was held at La Griglia. Pictured are John

Pictured are Trudy Deny and Marion Coleman. the home of Bill Baldwin. Pictured are Angel Santiago,  Heinzerling, Michael Leibbert, Brian Teichman,
Michael Reeves, Bob Briddick, Tim Stokes, Gary Randall McGill, and Nathan Wright.

Wood, Baldwin, Rodriguez, Bryant Johnson-Wood, Jack
Berger, Ty Frazier, Carol Wyatt-Woodell, Sallie Wyatt-
Woodell, and Meghan Schlaff.

On August 19, Neon Boots hosted a Queer On June 17, the Houston Fire Department On September 18, Meyerland Democrats held their

Queens of Comedy show benefitting the Lesbian  launched the sale of its 2018 calendar benefitting ~ September meeting at Fadi’s, with mayor Sylvester
Health Initiative. Pictured are Jim Gerhold, the Houston Burned Children’s Fund. Turner and other guests discussing Tropical Storm
Sandra Valls, Jen Kober, Debbie Storrs, Poppy  To purchase a calendar, visit Harvey recovery. Pictured are Art Pronin, Turner,
Champlin, Lou Anne Smoot, and Brenda houstonburnedchildrensfund.com. and City council member Ellen Cohen.
McWilliams.
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E Remaining HIV-negative is a positive.
YOUR BODY. YOUR HEALTH. YOUR CHOICES. YOUR LIFE.

The chance to end the spread of HIV is here. The choice to take action
is yours. PrEP is an FDA-approved medication that, taken once daily,

L I < A( Y significantly reduces the risk of contracting HIV from a positive
sexual partner. PrEP does not protect against other STDs, so practice

COMMUNITY HEALTH safer sex and use condoms along with PrEP. It’s your life. Own it.

(832) 548 5221 | LegacyCommunityHealth.org/PrEP | #AreYouPrEPared


http:// legacycommunityhealth.org/prep 

HOUSTON'S TRUE COLORS EMERGED

WE HONOR HARVEY'S HEROES

COSMETIC, RECONSTRUCTIVE
AND PREVENTIVE DENTISTRY
FOR ADULTS SINCE 1981

SCHEDULE YOUR VISIT SOON.

BRUCE W. SMITH, DDS & SAMUEL A. CARRELL, DDS

Mg invicotion 1006 MISSOURI STREET HOUSTON, TX 77006
7% Y ENG 713.529.4364 | BRUCESMITHDDS.COM SEST BIENTIET


http:// brucesmithdds.com 
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