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WE BELIEVE THAT FAMILIES,
LIKE BABIES, COME IN ALL
SHAPES AND SIZES.

aspire

FERTILITY

We create families.

We're changing the way fertility services are provided.
To everyone.

Contact us to learn more:

713.425.3003 | aspirefertility.com

Our common purpose is to achieve the highest bar in experience,
science, and medicine—no exceptions.
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GALVESTON BAY . HEIGHTS

Sportsman Road | $1.1+mil E 26th Street | $640s
4/3.5 - +4,161 sf 4/3.5- 42,657 sf
glorious bay vistas | 3 fireplaces | elevator stunning modern farmhouse | island kitchen | hardwoods

Jim Rosenfeld | 713.854.1303 Thomas Claffy | 832.875.3275

[

RIVER OAKS HEIGHTS

S Shepherd Drive | $620s Columbia Street | $600s

2/2-+2,792 sf 3/2.5-+2,384 sf

corner unitin Gothom Lofts with Downtown views Sunset Heights home with first floor living | open plan | pergola

Patrick Banks | 713.824.9054 Debbie Callan | 713.851.5100

GALVESTON EAST END DOWNTOWN

Evia Main | $350s Truett Street | $320s

3/2.5-+2,056 sf 3/2-+1,576 sf

glorious lake vistas | chef's kitchen with island remodeled home with vintage feel | formal dining | no flooding
Jim Rosenfeld | 713.854.1303 Kellie Geitner | 713.213.2011
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marthaturner.com | 713.520.1981 ARE | REALTOR
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Helping buy Houses
Unite 5/b&01/5@5i/

Paul is like a one stop shop when it comes to buying and
selling a home. Having worked with other realtors, Paul

goes above and beyond for his clients, making sure you are
‘ ‘ completely satisfied when it comes to the sale or purchase ’ ’
of a home. There’s no one I would trust better for my
| real estate needs, than Paul Silverman. ‘

Al Fart

>aul
Silverman

BROKER ASSOCIATE
Ordained Interfaith Minister

332.283.6601

paul.silverman@sothebyshomes.com

Martha | Sotheby’s

Turner INTERNATIONAL REALTY
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Shannon Baldwin wants to be Houston’s
first out African-American judge
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Gulf Coast Veterinary Specialists provides
top-notch care around the clock.
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CAPTURING A CRISIS

Pioneering activist Tori Williams is now
working to document Houston AIDS history
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For mixed-media painter Crystal Murley,
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Gay owned and operated, Dr. Hilary Granson
won Outsmart’s Reader’s Choice Awards,
“GAYEST AND GREATEST” this year for best
female Veterinarian.

Urban Animal Veterinary Hospital offers your animal
companion state-of-the-art care in a fully equipped,
brand new hospital. Services range from wellness care,
disease diagnosis and treatment to urgent care.
We’re here when you need us, 7 days a week!

Urban Animal doesn’t care about your color, gender or
whom you choose to love. We don’t discriminate on
whether you’re intact, neutered, walk on two legs,

four or require assistance. When you’re with us
we want you to feel right at home.

To those affected by the events at Montrose Veterinary Clinic,
Urban Animal Veterinary Hospital will help you transition
care by waiving the initial examination fee.

Urbananimalveterinary.com

1327 Yale St., Houston, TX 77008
713-863-0088

Mon-Fri 10-7pm

Sat 10-3pm

Sun 11-3pm
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Pride Houston Inc. has filed a
lawsuit against its former presi-
dent and CEO, Frankie Quijano
(pictured), alleging that he
has refused to relinquish the
organization’s assets since be-
ing replaced on October 1. For
ongoing coverage of the case,
visit OutSmartMagazine.com.
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INSURANCE
PLANS!

MONTROSE
LOCATION

YOU WILL ALWAYS BE GREETED
BY OUR SMILING STAFF MEMBERS

Our ER wait times are typically 10 minutes or less. SignatureCare treats minor
and major emergency care needs 24 hours a day. All of our centers are staffed
with board-certified physicians and emergency room trained RNs, that can see
adults and children.

OUR LOCATIONS
MONTROSE HEIGHTS MEMORIAL CITY STAFFORD
1007 Westheimer Rd. 1925 E. TC Jester Bivd. 1014 Wirt Rd. 3531 Main St.
77006 77008 77055 77477

281.942.4306 832.735.7193 832.735.6304 281.918.4056

MISSION BEND COLLEGE STATION AUSTIN
8910 Hwy. 6 S. 1512 Texas Ave. S., Suite 500 5701 W. Slaughter Ln., G101
77083 77840 78749
281.717.6164 979.985.2343 512.817.2126

i SignatureCare

EMERGENCY CENTER

ERCARE24.COM
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Epitor’s NoOTE

- he greatestthing
about our Gayest &
Greatest Awards

issueisthatitgivesusa

chance totell the remarkable
stories of everyday people

in Houston’s LGBTQ

community.

Take Dr. Stewart Zuckerbrod, voted Best
Male Eye Doctor in our 21st annual Readers’
Choice Awards. Zuckerbrod was also one of
the first gay men in Houston to become a father
through surrogacy, and he’s currently raising
his two teenage daughters as a single dad.

Then there’s Felicia Flores, voted Best
Female Insurance Agent. Flores is a former
Ms. Texas Gay Rodeo Associationand a
longtime Selena Quintanilla impersonator
who’s finally found her professional calling.

Zuckerbrod, Flores, and other Gayest &
Greatest winners may not make headlines
throughout the year, but they represent the
very fabric of Houston’s LGBTQ community.
‘We hope you enjoy reading about them here.

Elsewhere in this November issue, we

November 20, and World AIDS Day
on December 1.

In advance of TDOR, writer Lourdes
Zavaleta takes alook at two local groups
serving women of color who’ve been
disproportionately affected by the ongoing
epidemic of anti-trans violence. Previewing
World AIDS Day, writer Rich Arenschieldt
interviews gay sports icon Greg Louganis,
who will keynote AIDS Foundation Houston’s
annual luncheon, and writer Andrew
Edmonson profiles pioneering activist
Tori Williams.

Speaking of pioneering activists, don’t
miss Edmonson’s piece marking the 40th
anniversary of the groundbreaking National
Women’s Conference in Houston in 1977,
which included the likes of Annise Parker,
Phyllis Frye, Pokey Anderson, and other
notable Houstonians.

On the entertainment front, writer Ryan
Leach interviews Andy Cohen, who brings his
two-man show with Anderson Cooper to Sugar
Land’s Smart Financial Centre in December.
And writer Don Maines talks to Solomon

Finally, it’s November, which means
elections and Thanksgiving. Congressional
midterms are 12 short months away, and
writer Cameron Wallace previews one key
local race—the battle to unseat U.S. Rep. John
Culberson (R-Texas). Meanwhile, food writer
Joanna O’Leary runs down Houston’s best
Turkey Day takeout, while columnist Susan
Bankston lists a few clever ways to deliberately
offend your Trump-supporting relatives this
holiday season.

Gobble gobble!

—John Wright

ON THE COVER

21stReaders' Choice
Awards Gayest &
Greatest 2017

highlight two important upcoming days—the Georgio, arising-star comedian who’ll be in (See page 36.)
Transgender Day of Remembrance (TDOR) on Houston this month.
Amazon Cruise & Machu Picchu Expedition - Delpn i Apr 8 -18.2018
Amazon Cruise and Machu Picchu Discovery - Delfin fif Apr 22 - May 2. 2018
Amsterdam Pride & Rhine River Cruise Aug 5-14.2018
- Amadeus Silver /I
2018 Prague & Danube River Cruise-Amadeus Silver Il Aug 10 -19, 2018

Adriatic Italy. Greece Albania. Montenegro, Croatia

Club Atlantis Vallarta

Sep 25 - 0ct 4.2018

Oct 27 - Nov 5, 2018
Nov 5 - 17. 2018
Nov 23 - Dec 3, 2018

Caribbean Cruise - Harmony of the Seas

Auckland to Sydney Cruise - Noosdom

Exotic Southern Caribbean Cruise - Jewel of the Seas
Rome to Barcelona Cruise - Celebrity Constellation
ltaly & Greek Isles Cruise - Celebrity Reflection
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Culberson Under Fire over Anti-LGBTQ Record

Seven Democrats join race to unseat Houston GOP congressman.

By Cameron Wallace

even Democrats have lined up to chal-

lenge nine-term Houston Republican

congressman John Culberson in the
November 2018 election, and LGBTQ issues
could be front and center in the race.

“Congressman Culberson does not share the
same values as most people in this community
in terms of making sure that Houston con-
tinues to be a welcoming area,” Democratic
candidate Alex Triantaphyllis told OUTSMART
recently. “We see that with respect to the way
that he has rarely, if ever, taken a stand for the
LGBT community.”

Culberson, who has held the seat since 2001,
received a zero (the lowest possible score) on
the Human Rights Campaign’s most recent
Congressional Scorecard. His western-Harris
County district covers several areas with
significant LGBTQ populations, including
Uptown, River Oaks, West University Place,
and Bellaire.

In June 2015, Culberson issued a statement
condemning the U.S. Supreme Court’s deci-
sion in favor of nationwide marriage equality.

“I'm disappointed that the Court chose to
override the will of Texans who define mar-
riage as being between a man and a woman,”
Culberson said. “The 10th Amendment
guarantees states the primary responsibility
of providing for public safety, public health,
and public morality. Chief Justice Roberts
correctly stated that marriage ‘has formed the
basis of human society for millennia’ and it
is my firm belief that states—not the federal
government—have the constitutional right to
define marriage.”

In April, Culberson was keynote speaker at
the annual dinner of Log Cabin Republicans
Houston, but he didn’t mention LGBTQ is-
sues. Instead, he focused on the importance of
avoiding another Democratic sweep of Harris
County in 2018. For example, Culberson said
the County needs to reelect GOP clerk Stan
Stanart, who oversees elections, because if a
Democrat wins the office, it will result in voter
fraud.

After his speech, Culberson told OuTSMART
he didn’t touch on LGBTQ issues because

Houston, We Have a Problem

U.S. Rep. John Culberson (R-Texas), shown with Trump adviser Kellyanne Conway at the
inauguration in January, has voted in line with the president’s positions 100 percent of
the time in the current Congress, according to FiveThirtyEight.com.

they should be left up to states. He declined

to answer follow-up questions, waving his

hand dismissively before walking away from a
reporter. Marco Roberts, president of Log Cabin
Republicans Houston, maintains that Culber-
son has “evolved” on LGBTQ issues.

“I think the fact that he was willing not only
to come to our organization, but to headline an
event, speaks to his decision that it was the bet-
ter choice to openly side with a gay-rights activ-
ist Republican group than not,” Roberts said.

The 7th District has been represented by a
Republican since former president George HW.
Bush won the seat in 1967. But the Democratic
Party is targeting the district in 2018 after
presidential nominee Hillary Clinton carried
it by 1 percentage point in 2016, while James
Cargas captured over 43 percent of the vote in
his race against Culberson.

As of October, the seven Democrats who will

OutSmartMagazine.com |

vie for the party’s nomination in the March
primary had raised a combined total of more
than $2 million. Culberson, who is also facing a
GOP primary challenger, Houston businessman
David Balat, had raised $649,813.

The Democratic District 7 candidates’ im-
pressive fundraising totals appeared to reflect
asurge in activism and grassroots organizing
in response to Donald Trump’s presidency.
According to the statistics-based website
FiveThirtyEight.com, Culberson has voted in
line with Trump’s positions 100 percent of the
time in the current Congress.

“This is a very wealthy district, but 117,000
people out of 700,000 already do not have
healthcare, and that’s lower than it was before
the Affordable Care Act,” said Democratic Dis-
trict 7 candidate Laura Moser. “This is life-and-
death for alot of people living in this district.”

News continued on page 21
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WHAT IS GENVOYA®?

GENVOYA is a 1-pill, once-a-day prescription medicine
used to treat HIV-1 in people 12 years and older who
weigh at least 77 pounds. It can either be used in people
who are starting HIV-1 treatment and have never taken
HIV-1 medicines before, or people who are replacing their
current HIV-1 medicines and whose healthcare provider
determines they meet certain requirements. These include
having an undetectable viral load (less than 50 copies/mL)
for 6 months or more on their current HIV-1 treatment.
GENVOYA combines 4 medicines into 1 pill taken once a
day with food. GENVOYA is a complete HIV-1 treatment
and should not be used with other HIV-1 medicines.

GENVOYA does not cure HIV-1 infection or AIDS.

To control HIV-1 infection and decrease HIV-related
illnesses, you must keep taking GENVOYA. Ask your
healthcare provider if you have questions about how
to reduce the risk of passing HIV-1 to others. Always
practice safer sex and use condoms to lower the chance
of sexual contact with body fluids. Never reuse or share
needles or other items that have body fluids on them.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION

What is the most important information I should
know about GENVOYA?

GENVOYA may cause serious side effects:

* Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. GENVOYA
is not approved to treat HBV. If you have both HIV-1
and HBV and stop taking GENVOYA, your HBV may
suddenly get worse. Do not stop taking GENVOYA
without first talking to your healthcare provider, as they
will need to monitor your health.

Who should not take GENVOYA?

Do not take GENVOYA if you take:

* Certain prescription medicines for other conditions.
It is important to ask your healthcare provider or
pharmacist about medicines that should not be taken
with GENVOYA. Do not start a new medicine without
telling your healthcare provider.

* The herbal supplement St. John's wort.

* Any other medicines to treat HIV-1 infection.

What are the other possible side effects
of GENVOYA?

Serious side effects of GENVOYA may also include:

* Changes in your immune system. Your immune
system may get stronger and begin to fight infections.
Tell your healthcare provider if you have any new
symptoms after you start taking GENVOYA.

¢ Kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your
healthcare provider should do blood and urine tests to
check your kidneys. If you develop new or worse kidney
problems, they may tell you to stop taking GENVOYA.
Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis),
which is a serious but rare medical emergency that can
lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider right away if
you get these symptoms: weakness or being more tired
than usual, unusual muscle pain, being short of breath or
fast breathing, stomach pain with nausea and vomiting,
cold or blue hands and feet, feel dizzy or lightheaded, or
a fast or abnormal heartbeat.

Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can
lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider right
away if you get these symptoms: skin or the white
part of your eyes turns yellow, dark “tea-colored”
urine, light-colored stools, loss of appetite for several
days or longer, nausea, or stomach-area pain.

The most common side effect of GENVOYA is nausea.
Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side effects
that bother you or don't go away.

What should | tell my healthcare provider before
taking GENVOYA?

 All your health problems. Be sure to tell your
healthcare provider if you have or have had any kidney
or liver problems, including hepatitis virus infection.

All the medicines you take, including prescription
and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, and herbal
supplements. Other medicines may affect how
GENVOYA works. Keep a list of all your medicines and
show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist.
Ask your healthcare provider if it is safe to take
GENVOYA with all of your other medicines.

If you take antacids. Take antacids at least 2 hours
before or after you take GENVOYA.

If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is
not known if GENVOYA can harm your unborn baby.
Tell your healthcare provider if you become pregnant
while taking GENVOYA.

¢ If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to
breastfeed. Do not breastfeed. HIV-1 can be passed
to the baby in breast milk.

You are encouraged to report negative side
effects of prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit
www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see Important Facts about GENVOYA,
including important warnings, on the following page.

Ask your healthcare provider if GENVOYA is right for you.

GENVOYA.com




GENVOYA does not
cure HIV-1 or AIDS.

SHOW YOUR

Take care of what matters most—you. GENVOYA is a 1-pill, once-a-day
complete HIV-1 treatment for people who are either new to treatment
or people whose healthcare provider determines they can replace their
current HIV-1 medicines with GENVOYA.

)
Genvoya > LOVE
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MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT GENVOYA

GENVOYA may cause serious side effects, including:

* Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. GENVOYA is not
approved to treat HBV. If you have both HIV-1 and HBV, your
HBV may suddenly get worse if you stop taking GENVOYA.
Do not stop taking GENVOYA without first talking to your
healthcare provider, as they will need to check your health
regularly for several months.

ABOUT GENVOYA

* GENVOYA is a prescription medicine used to treat HIV-1 in
people 12 years of age and older who weigh at least 77 pounds
and have never taken HIV-1 medicines before. GENVOYA can
also be used to replace current HIV-1 medicines for some
people who have an undetectable viral load (less than 50
copies/mL of virus in their blood), and have been on the same
HIV-1 medicines for at least 6 months and have never failed
HIV-1 treatment, and whose healthcare provider determines
that they meet certain other requirements.

* GENVOYA does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. Ask your healthcare
provider about how to prevent passing HIV-1 to others.

Do NOT take GENVOYA if you:

* Take a medicine that contains: alfuzosin (Uroxatral®),
carbamazepine (Carbatrol®, Epitol®, Equetro®, Tegretol®,
Tegretol-XR®, Teril®), cisapride (Propulsid®, Propulsid
Quicksolv®), dihydroergotamine (D.H.E. 45%, Migranal®),
ergotamine (Cafergot®, Migergot®, Ergostat®, Medihaler
Ergotamine®, Wigraine®, Wigrettes®), lovastatin (Advicor®,
Altoprev®, Mevacor®), lurasidone (Latuda®), methylergonovine
(Ergotrate®, Methergine®), midazolam (when taken by mouth),
phenobarbital (Luminal®), phenytoin (Dilantin®, Phenytek®),
pimozide (Orap®), rifampin (Rifadin®, Rifamate®, Rifater®,
Rimactane®), sildenafil when used for lung problems
(Revatio®), simvastatin (Simcor®, Vytorin®, Zocor®), or
triazolam (Halcion®).

* Take the herbal supplement St. John’s wort.
* Take any other HIV-1 medicines at the same time.

GET MORE INFORMATION

* This is only a brief summary of important information about
GENVOYA. Talk to your healthcare provider or pharmacist
to learn more.

* Go to GENVOYA.com or call 1-800-GILEAD-5

* If you need help paying for your medicine, visit GENVOYA.
com for program information.

IMPORTANT FACTS

This is only a brief summary of important
information about GENVOYA® and does not replace
talking to your healthcare provider about your
condition and your treatment.

POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS OF GENVOYA

GENVOYA can cause serious side effects, including:

* Those in the “Most Important Information About
GENVOYA” section.

* Changes in your immune system.
* New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure.

» Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which
is a serious but rare medical emergency that can lead to
death. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you get these
symptoms: weakness or being more tired than usual, unusual
muscle pain, being short of breath or fast breathing, stomach
pain with nausea and vomiting, cold or blue hands and feet,
feel dizzy or lightheaded, or a fast or abnormal heartbeat.

 Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead to death.
Tell your healthcare provider right away if you get these
symptoms: skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow,
dark “tea-colored” urine, light-colored stools, loss of appetite
for several days or longer, nausea, or stomach-area pain.

The most common side effect of GENVOYA is nausea.

These are not all the possible side effects of GENVOYA.
Tell your healthcare provider right away if you have any new
symptoms while taking GENVOYA.

Your healthcare provider will need to do tests to monitor
your health before and during treatment with GENVOYA.

BEFORE TAKING GENVOYA

Tell your healthcare provider if you:

* Have or have had any kidney or liver problems, including
hepatitis infection.

» Have any other medical condition.

* Are pregnant or plan to become pregnant.

* Are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not
breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk of passing
HIV-1 to your baby.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines

you take:

» Keep a list that includes all prescription and over-the-
counter medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements, and
show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist.

 Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist about
medicines that should not be taken with GENVOYA.

HOW TO TAKE GENVOYA

* GENVOYA is a complete one pill, once a day HIV-1 medicine.
» Take GENVOYA with food.

GENVOYA, the GENVOYA Logo, LOVE WHAT’S INSIDE, SHOW YOUR POWER, GILEAD, and the

(¥) GILEAD

GILEAD Logo are trademarks of Gilead Sciences, Inc., or its related companies. All other marks
referenced herein are the property of their respective owners. Version date: April 2017

© 2017 Gilead Sciences, Inc. All rights reserved. GENC0141 04/17
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In the wake of Trump’s victory, Moser
founded Daily Action, a text-message-based
service with more than 300,000 subscribers
that assigns people one progressive
political task each day.

Daily Action is the type of grass-
roots mobilization tool that could
be critical in 2018. With Demo-
crats gunning to take back House
and Senate majorities—and many
moderate Republicans disillusioned
with the party’s direction under
Trump—voter turnout is expected to be key.

“Alot of people who are usually not engaged
in politics are suddenly realizing how important
itis to go out and vote, and that’s great,” said
Cargas, who is again seeking the Democratic
nomination in District 7. “It’s possible [that we
will] see presidential turnout levels in a mid-
term election.”

Other major issues in the District 7 race are
likely to be climate change, immigration, and
ethics.

Despite overwhelming scientific evidence,
Culberson has said he does not believe in man-
made climate change. In the wake of Tropical
Storm Harvey in August, this issue is especially
salient for Houston, which is especially vulner-
able to severe weather.

On immigration, Culberson supports Trump’s

border wall, and he has led a zealous fight to
end so-called “sanctuary cities” by withholding
federal funding from any localities that receive
the designation.

“This is an issue that affects the safety of our
entire community, because we're all less safe if

“Congressman Culberson does not share the same val-
ues as most people in this community in terms of making
sure that Houston continues to be a welcoming area.”

—Democratic candidate Alex Triantaphyllis

people aren’t reporting crimes because they’re
worried their friend or family member might be
deported simply because they called the police,”
said Triantaphyllis, an executive at the commu-
nity-development nonprofit BakerRipley.

Meanwhile, on Capitol Hill, Culberson has
been at the center of an insider-trading scandal
that began in January, when he purchased
about $14,000 worth of stock in the little-
known biotech company Innate Immunothera-
peutics, which was developing a drug to treat
multiple sclerosis. Culberson bought the stock
on the Australian Exchange just one day after
a price spike that triggered a formal inquiry
from Australian regulators and an independent
stockholder challenge.

In a statement, Culberson argued that he
purchased the stock in response to a New York

Times article about the company. He also said
multiple sclerosis is a cause that resonates
with him personally because of the death of a
close friend from the disease.

The controversy heated up over the summer
when Culberson sold his shares two weeks
prior to the failure of
the company’s only
drugin a clinical trial,
which caused the value
of the stock to plum-
met by more than 90
percent.

“What [Culberson]
may have done is crimi-
nal,” said Cargas, a City of Houston assistant
attorney. “Unfortunately, this is a case where
we may never get a full trial. Even if there’s no
attorney general going after him, though, it’s
important to let the voters know what kind of
person they have [representing them].”

The other four Democrats seeking the
party’s nomination in District 7 are attorney
Lizzie Pannill Fletcher; Dr. Jason Westin, a
researcher at MD Anderson Cancer Cen-
ter; Joshua Butler, an administrator at the
University of Texas Health Science Center;
and Debra Kerner, an educator who served on
the board of the Harris County Department of
Education.

Cameron Wallace is a frequent contributor
to OuTSMART magazine.

ComMuNITY Photos by Dalton DeHart and Edgardo Aguilar
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Nightclub. Pictured are LSVA members and supporters.

On October 1,
Bunnies on
the Bayou
hosted Bunnies
in Heat at
Henderson
Heights. Pictured |
are Bunnies
members and |
friends. {

On September 30, the Lone Star Volleyball Association held its Miss LSVA—Houston Strong
fundraiser, benefitting the Montrose Center's Hurricane Harvey LGBTQ Relief Fund, at South Beach

= -

On October 14, the Gender Infinity 2017 conference was
held at the University of Houston Student Center. Pictured are
presenters, volunteers, and attendees.

On October 7, Winter Street Studios hosted the Bi-Annual
Arts Stroll. Pictured are Taft McWorther, Matt Wood,
Eryn Garriga, and Mario Tacchi.

More COMMUNITY on next page
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On October 7, the Houston Walk for Mental Health Awareness was held at Stude Park. Pictured are walkers with congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee (D-Houston).

On September 28, the Greater Houston LGBT Chamber hosted a
ribbon-cutting for Neon Boots Dancehall & Saloon. Pictured are chamber
representatives, and Neon Boots owners and staff members.

On October 11, the Greater Houston LGBT Chamber of Commerce hosted
Brewing Up Business and a Ribbon-Cutting for Signature Care Emergency
Center. Pictured are Signature Care staff and representatives from the chamber.

On October 18, Legacy Community Health hosted its 11th Annual Luncheon

at the home of Elizabeth and Gary Petersen. Pictured are Shannon Hall,
Katy Caldwell, the Petersens, Chree Boydstun, and Marcus Hall.

RN\ & E=rmn
On October 3, the Houston Hurricanes held a Gay Bowl Sendoff Party at
Griff's Irish Pub. Pictured are members of the soccer team and their supporters.

On October 7, the Diana Foundation hosted its 2017 Country Dinner Weekend
at Neon Boots Dancehall & Saloon. Pictured are Dan Maxwell, Steven
Bretthauer, Michael Kemper, Michael Liebbert, Thom Guthrie, John
Heinzerling, Frank Staggs, Nathan Wright, Tanner Williams, Leslie
Jackson, and Travis Deshotel.
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On October 14, OutReach United hosted its 2017 Coming Out Party at the
Buffalo Soldiers National Museum. Pictured are Al Farb, DJ Aracely, Bryan
Cotton, Judson Dunn, Tony Martinez, Arturo Rodriquez, Lady Bunny,
and Gary Wood.
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Calendar of Events

Compiled by Marene Gustin

ou'll want to see this documen-

tary as it's shown for the first
time in Houston at the Univer-
sity of Houston. From queer

filmmakers Annalise Ophelian

and StormMiguel Florez, this
is the story of Miss Major

Griffin-Gracy, a transgender
elder and pioneering activist.

If you don’t know her story,

you should. From incarcera-
tion fo sex worker to leader
of the community, she is one
amazing human being who
was at the Stonewall Riots.

The film records her history,
told by herself and 20 other

trans women of color whose

lives she’s touched. Told with
love and humor by those who
lived it, this is a living, breath-
ing history of a community that

still faces struggles today. —
Marene Gustin

* MAJOR!

* November 20

* University of Houston
¢ transformhouston.org

%) Radio

% Performing Arts

¢ Ongoing

+ Other Things

[ saveTheDate

Hedwigand the Angry Inch

thru 18 Obsidian Theatre and
Rich’s nightclub present Hedwig live
onstage, similar to where Hedwig
began. richsnightclub.com and
info@obsidiantheater.org

2

Dash Fall Market % The Design-Art-
Style-Home Market for all your holiday
buys. dashhouston.com

Voice for the Silenced # Raising
awareness about criminal justice
reform. rothkochapel.org

5

Charlie Robinson ¥ Rockin’ road-
house swagger and jaunty Tex-Mex to
epic border ballads and gut-wrenching
closing-time confessionals. A dont-miss
Texas song fest.
thearmadillopalace.com

4

Landscapes of the Goddess Within
thru 30 Artist Becky Soria has spent
years being mindful of her thoughts,
feelings, and bodily sensations, and
she puts it all into this show.
archwaygallery.com

5

Community Bike Safety Course
Houston traffic can be cruel to bik-

ers, but you can learn how to handle

it with this course.

eventbrite.com/e/bike-safety-

course-tickets-38094842700

6

/

Conversations on ‘Journey of the Uni-
verse’ ¥ thru Dec 7 Discuss the Emmy
Award-winning documentary of the
14-billion-year history of the universe.
Tuesdays and Thursdays.
ctkelc.org/journey-of-the-universe

3

The Glamour and Romance of Oscar
delaRenta thru Jan 28, 2018
Celebrates the illustrious life and career
of the renowned fashion designer. The
exhibition showcases nearly 70 ensem-
bles. mfah.org
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9

21st Annual Art on the Avenue ks Buy
local. winterstreetstudios.info
Writers in the Schools Gala + WITS
fundraiser. witshouston.org
Houston Ballet Nutcracker Market +
nutcrackermarket.com

15

2017 Festival of Lights ¥ thru Jan 7
Lights, ice skating, Santa, and more at
Moody Gardens.
moodygardens.com

17

A Christmas Carol—A Ghost Story of
Christmas thru Dec 30

Family holiday fair from the Alley.
alleytheatre.org

10

Dixie’s Tupperware Party %

Rescheduled after Harvey, Dixie finally

makes it back. thegrand.com

2017 Houston Cinema Arts Festival
thru 13 Films, video installation,

multimedia, and more. heaf17.0rg

OutvSmart

138

Via Colori # & 19 Annual street
painting downtown festival.
centerhearingandspeech.org

11

Baile 2017 * A fun fundraiser for the
Latino LGBTQ Pride Organization.
orgullohouston.org

OnRepeat thru Dec 14 A collection
of textile art from 14 artists.
clarkessoc.com

12

Human Plus: Real Lives + Real
Engineering thruJan 1

A traveling exhibit at the Health
Museum.
thehealthmuseum.org

15

OurSMART Gayest & Greatest 2017
Readers’ Choice Awards = Join us at
Rich’s for the awards and to see who
the winner is for Best Philanthropic
Organization. facebook.com/
outsmartmagazine

16

AllIn for Adoption Texas Hold ’em
Tournament ¥ Benefit for Arms
Wide Open Adoption Services. Shuffle
up and deal!

armswide.org

19

Bestowing Beauty: Masterpieces from
Persian Lands thru Feb 11

An exhibition of more than 100 works
drawn from one of the most significant
collections of Persian art held in private
hands. mfah.org

20

Concierge Classic Golf Tournament
+ A Houston Concierge Assoc. event.
houstonconciergeassn.org
MAJOR! Houston premiere of this
documentary. (See opposite page, top)
transformhouston.org

22

Everybody Talks about the
Weather thru Jan 7

Solo exhibit by Pauline Boudry and
Renate Lorenz.

camh.org

25

HAPPY THANKSGIVING! +
See the parade downtown at 9 a.m.
houstontx.gov

24

For Hire: Contemporary Sign
Paintingin America

thru Jan 7, 2018 The exhibition
showcases a range of contemporary
sign painters.

crafthouston.org

25

The Beginning of Everything

thru Feb 2018 Drawings from the
Janie C. Lee, Louisa Stude Sarofim,
and David Whitney collections.
menil.org

26

ALady & Her Pen + Meet best-selling
female authors while supporting a
good cause. aladyandherpen.com
Zoo Lights ¥ thru Jan 15 More than
2 million holiday lights light up the zoo.
houstonzoo.org/zoolights

27

Seagull I Harbor Tour and Dolphin
Watch # All aboard for a Galveston
tour to spot the dolphins.
galveston.com

28

A Tribute to George Barris

thru Dec 31 An exhibit paying tribute to
the King of Kustomizing, you can see a
replica of Barris’ 1966 Batmobile and
more. nmfh.org

50

Dickens Champagne Reception 4
Join the kickoff to Dickens on The
Strand and drink up.
galvestonhistory.org
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Calendar of Events

continued from previous page

Dixie’s Tupperware Party
November 10

Rescheduled after Harvey, Dixie Longate finally makes
it back to the island with her hilarious show. This
one-person show is filled with hilarious stories, heartfelt
accounts of its importance to women, free giveaways,
outrageous audience participation, and the most fabu-
lous assortment of Tupperware ever sold on a theater
stage. This is too funny to miss, and you might just find a
new use for that plasticware.

thegrand.com

Baile 2017
November 11

A fun fundraiser for the Latino LGBTQ Pride Organi-
zation. Come dance the night away. Food and drinks
included! Robert Gallegos, Linda Morales, and Ana
Andrea Molina will be recognized for their contribu-
tions to the local Latino LGBTQ community. Tickets are
$125 for individuals, but you can also get VIP tickets
and tables. See the nonprofit’s website for more infor-
mation.

orgullohouston.org

Via Colori
November 18 & 19

This annual street painting downtown festival is a giant
outdoor art gallery. Bring the kids (children under 18
get in free) and all your friends to downtown’s 12th
annual festival that includes live music, food and drink
vendors, and award-winning street painters from
around the world. This event has raised more than $3
million for Houston’s Center for Hearing and Speech, a
nonprofit that aids local children with mild to profound
hearing loss.

centerhearingandspeech.org

World AIDS Day Luncheon
December 1

Get your tickets now for this annual
event that this year benefits AIDS
Foundation Houston and Avenue
360 Health and Wellness. This
year's keynote speaker is former
Olympic diver Greg Louganis.
Forty-one years ago he won his first
Olympic medal. He was diagnosed
with HIV in 1988, but he continued
to compete and only came out

as gay afterward. Today he is a
speaker, actor, and activist, and
has inspired millions.
aidshelp.org B
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By Susan Bankston

How to Broil a Trump Turkey

Carving up your alt-right
relatives on Thanksgiving.

ou know, if Oklahoma sucked just a little

bit more, it could vacuum Denton County
out of Texas and we could stop fretting about
which damn fool that area’s voters elect. Right
now, they're represented in the Texas House by
Republican veterinarian Lynn Stucky, who talks
about Jesus so often that | count the silver when
he leaves a dinner party and would not trust
him to be alone with my sheep. Hell, even the
pope doesn't talk about Jesus as much as this
guy does.

You'd think the Republicans would have
trouble finding someone more conservative than
Stucky to run against him in the 2018 primary.
They absolutely did not have any trouble at all.

Please meet Mark Roy, the Denton County
Republican Party’s vice chair of veterans’ af-
fairs, who's challenging Stucky in House District
64. Roy has written on Facebook that Char-
lottesville was staged, Arizona senator John
McCain is a traitor to the country, and that the
FDA is putting sex hormones into canned foods
in an attempt to turn Americans gay.

So you're not born gay, you just eat yourself
that way?

And by gawd, if anybody knows about
vegetable conspiracies, it's the Republican vice
chair of veterans’ affairs in Denton County,
Texas.

On the other hand, I'm certain that | am not
the only one who has noticed that Del Monte
canned string beans have been vigorously
getting larger and much, much lengthier. And,
come to think of it, | did open a can of really
sexy green peas last week. And you know how
it is when you get a piece of corn stuck in your
teeth? You can wear out your tongue that way.

Not to change the subject, but here we
are in November. Good things did not hap-
pen last November, so everybody please do
whatever superstitious thing you do to ward off
accidentally electing a chubby, draft-dodging,
Kremlin-approved con man who brags that he
grabs women “by the pussy” and decides that
transgender Americans are not fit o serve in the
military.
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Why Is This Man Smiling?

Mark Roy, a Republican candidate for Texas House, claims the FDA is putting sex hormones in canned foods in
an attempt to turn Americans gay (watch out for what you eat on Thanksgiving). We decided to honor Roy by
putting him in a T-shirt from columnist Susan Bankston'’s list of ways to piss off your Trump-supporting relatives.

What do the president and a Halloween
jack-o"-lantern have in common? They're both
orange, hollow, seedy, and should be thrown
out in November.

And since this is November, please let me
remind you that the holidays mean family time—
which is sometimes as much fun as detention
hall in hell.

I've prepared myself for holiday dinners
this year by coming up with a Top Ten List of
things to stimulate conversation among Trump-
supporting relatives. Please feel free to use as
many of these as you need to really hack off
your family—and if you have a video camera
handy, become the star of the newest viral You-
Tube video:

10. “If the brussels sprouts seem a little too
crispy, it's because Uncle Bubba roasted them
over a tiki torch from that white-supremacist
rally.”

9. “Did anyone else notice that Trump added
the words ‘under God’ in ‘Take Me Out to the
Ball Game'2”

8. “Aunt Thelma, how's that wall with Mexico
going? Have those Mexicans been on time pay-
ing forite”

7. "You know, this squash was picked by an
undocumented worker that we brought here to

OutSmartMagazine.com

vote Democratic. While smoking weed. While
having an abortion. While taking a knee. While
watching Jimmy Kimmel. Enjoy!”

6. "Uncle Henry, did | see you grab that turkey
by the pussy2”

5. “Just so you know, I'm taking a swig of vodka
every time Grandpa says ‘Trump was sent from
God to save golf and the NFL, but not them for-
eigners in Puerto Rico.” Please be warned that in
a vodka stupor, | am apt to stick a candle in his
ear and a feather in his butt and turn him into a
damn centerpiece.”

4. "The crunchy things in the sweet potatoes
are brought to you by the National Rifle As-
sociation.”

3. “The arc of history is long, and it eagerly
bends toward screwing Nazis.”

2. Jump on the table and in your best Ethel Mer-
man voice, sing, “I'm gay, gay, gay!” Even if
you're not, not, not.

1. Say nothing. Just wear your “Russians for
Democrats in 2018” T-shirt, and smile knowingly

all day.

Susan Bankston lives in Richmond, Texas,
where she writes about her hairdresser at The
World’s Most Dangerous Beauty Salon, Inc.,
at juanitajean.com.
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7 Nights — 17th Annual
Halloween Cruise

San Juan, Puerto Rico, St. Croix, U.S.V.l,, Philipsburg, St. Maarten, Roseau,
Dominica, Bridgetown, Barbados, and St. George's, Grenada

Celebrity Cruises - Summi

Oct 27-Nov 3, 2018

Alaska - Kenya African Safari- Christmas Markets Danube
Castles of the Rhine - Scandanavia & Russia

famlly at sea

join the Award Winning Largest & Best LGBT Private Group Event!

(800) 592-9058 / AquafestCruises.com
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By Grace S. Yung, CFP

Never Too Safe with Identity Theft

Recent data breaches
underscore the importance
of protecting yourself.

t would be difficult not to notice the growing

number of data breaches affecting seemingly
“secure” entities, including Anthem, Yahoo, JP
Morgan Chase, and even the IRS.

While all data breaches are alarming, the
recent Equifax hack—with almost half of the U.S.
population affected—means the chances are
good that criminals have at least some of your
sensitive information.

When it comes to identity theft, one of the
first questions people ask is whether they'll be
responsible for fraudulent charges.

Federal law caps your liability at $50 for
unauthorized credit-card charges—and, de-
pending on your card issuer, you may not be
responsible for anything.

For debit/ATM cards, the amount of liability
depends on how quickly you report the theft. If
you report the card being lost or stolen within
the first two days, you may only be responsible
for $50. However, if you wait up to 60 days,
you could find yourself responsible for $500—
and if you wait more than 60 days, there is no
limit to your liability. With that in mind, be sure
to check your credit- and debit-card statements
and report any evidence of fraud immediately.

After reporting suspected fraud, it is also
important to place a fraud alert on your credit
reports by contacting one of the three major
bureaus—Equifax, Experian, or TransUnion.
This is basically a “red flag” notifying creditors
and lenders that they need to take additional
steps to verify your identity before extending
any credit. An initial fraud alert is free, and will
remain in place for 90 days.

If your Social Security number has been
compromised, be sure to contact the Social
Security Administration. Even if the perpetrators
haven’t moved forward with any activity, they
could be planning to file a fraudulent tax return
in the future.

Finally, if you become a victim of identity
theft, you should file a report at your local po-
lice station.

In terms of proactive measures, identity-theft
insurance can be a good way to monitor your
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credit and accounts, as well to restore your
identity and mitigate financial damage if you
become a victim. With most plans, the legal fees
and other expenses directly associated with
reclaiming your identity will be covered. Other
common coverage includes lost wages due to
time taken off from work to deal with identity
theft.

The main carriers of identity-theft coverage
include Lifelock, Privacy Guard, ID Shield (an
affiliate of Legal Shield), ProtectMyID, and
ironically, Equifax. Because coverage varies
greatly, it's recommended that you look at sev-
eral options.

Although there is no way to guarantee
protection from identity theft, there are several
other steps you can take to prevent it, including:
e Changing your email and account passwords
frequently;
¢ Having a two-step login/authentication on
your email and other online accounts;
¢ Creating passcodes and adding emergency
contact info to your mobile devices;

* Having a special email account for banking
and other financial information;

¢ Changing the default settings on your Internet
router;

¢ Installing a virtual private network (VPN) on
your tablet, laptop, and/or other devices that
you use in public places;

* Running anti-virus software on all devices;

¢ Not opening emails or clicking on links unless

OutSmartMagazine.com

you recognize the sender;

* Having email and/or text alerts set up for
your financial and credit-card transactions;

* Maintaining strong privacy settings on social-
media accounts, and not posting your home
address or information about when you are on
vacation;

¢ Making sure that you back up all data on
your devices in two places—a physical, external
hard drive, and in the cloud;

* Putting a security freeze on your credit files
with the three major credit bureaus;

* Regularly checking your children’s Social Se-
curity numbers to ensure no one is using them;

e Setfting up automatic updates for your online
programs and apps.

To learn more about protecting yourself from
the growing threat of identity theft, talk with a
professional who can provide you with guid-
ance and resources. It can be well worth it to
put protective measures in place, because when
it comes to your personal information, you can
never be “too safe.”

Grace S. Yung, CFP, is a certified financial
planner practitioner with experience in help-
ing domestic partners plan their finances since
1994. She is a principal at Midtown Financial
LLC in Houston and was recognized as a “Five-
Star Wealth Manager” in the 2014 September
issue of Texas Monthly. Yung can be reached at
grace.yung@Ipl.com.
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FOR YOUR CALENDAR

Check out these fabulous events co-sponsored
by OutSMART and our marketing partners.

November 4:
25th Houston Transgender
Unity Banquet unitybanquet.com
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November 15:
21st Annual OuTSMART
Magazine 2017 Gayest &
Greatest Readers’ Choice
Awards reception at Rich'’s.
tinyurl.com/gayestandgreatest2017

November 23-26:

Houston Round-up, LGBTQ
Recovery Conference.
houstonroundup.org

SAVE THE DATE

December 1:
World AIDS Day Events

December 2:
HIV & Aging Coalition
2017 Holiday Party

Montrose Center, no RSVP required.

montrosecenter.org

December 16:

Houston Pride Band presents
Under the Mistletoe, benefitting
Houston Pride Band.
houstonprideband.org

TimeOut in Monaco

@ Khris Aehlinger took OutSMmART to Monaco.

Show Us Your OutSmart
GOING OUT OF TOWN?

Take OutSMART along. Snap a high-res pic of
yourself with the magazine and send it fo us.
Send to: Letters@OUTSMARTMAGAZINE.COM.

Be social! Connect with us!

/| @outsmarthouston n/outsmcrimagczine l@l@outsmortmogozine

"_;‘I

CHICAGO TITLE INNER LOOP

3700 Buffalo Speedway, Suite 400, Houston, TX 77098

Y

Escrow Team

from left Barbara Larrow, Marc Archuleta, Jamie Dominguez, Chris Cazares,

Noel Phillips, Kelly vy & Melissa Hull

Office: 713.418.7000

Business Development Team
from Jeft Terry Pasternak, Erin Parker &
Lynn Stryker-Bronikowski
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Casey Dunn

Steve Lee Photography

McGovern Centennial Gardens in Hermann Park
Unparalleled events with a garden view
Host your next event with us

1500 Hermann Drive, Houston, Texas 77004
713-360-1466 | hermannpark.org/gardenrentals






At long last, here they are. ..

In the wake of Tropical Storm Harvey, we chose to
postpone our Gayest & Greatest issue, instead devoting
the October magazine to saluting the LGBTQ heroes of the
costliest natural disaster in U.S. history.
Our 21st annual Readers’ Choice Awards have been
record-setting, with more than 850 nominees and
222,000 votes castin 15 categories and 214 subcategories.
On the following pages, we spotlight 14 G&G winners,
in addition to listing all first-place finishers and runners-up.
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The reception for our Readers’ Choice Awards, where we’ll present
certificates and announce this year’s Favorite Philanthropic Organization,
is set for November 15 from 5:30 to 9 p.m. at Rich’s. The event is free,
and will include entertainment as well as complimentary hors d’oeuvres.
To RSVP, visit tinyurl.com/gayestandgreatest2017.




\ arius Vallier says he “was horrible

E D > on the microphone” when he debuted

— his own show at Michael’s Outpost
last December—his prize for winning Season
8 of Dessie’s Drag Race. “I guess I was just so
nervous, so I took it as a challenge,” Vallier
says. “By the third or fourth week, I felt more
comfortable. I started to enjoy it, having my
own platform like that.”

Soon, Vallier left behind his job as abartender
to devote himselfto a career performing as
Blackberri, his bearded-lady drag persona. “I
saw a lot of entertainers and felt there was a
need for something new,” Vallier says, refer-
ringto the beard. “Most people don’t know I do
drag. If you see me out and about, you wouldn’t
know unless I have some leftover eyelash glue. I
might have glitter on my face the next day.

FAVORITE
DRAG SHOW
HOST/EMCEE

“Iam beyond surprised that it’s
actually my full-time job,” Vallier
adds. “I've only been doingita
nanosecond, but it pays my rent and
everything.”

In June, the host with the most
introduced Houston children to
his drag character when Brazos
Bookstore invited Vallier to star in
its LGBTQ Pride Month attrac-
tion, Drag Queen Story Hour. “This
was areally huge, happy event,”
says the bookstore’s marketing director, Sara
Balabanlilar. “Everyone crowded around to
hear Blackberriread Red: A Crayon’s Story by
Michael Hall.”

Inthe award-winning 2015 children’s book,
ablue crayon that’s mistakenly labeled red
overcomes its identity crisis to discover the
unrecognized power of its true inner self.

The event was such a hit that the Houston
Public Library hired Vallier to launch its new
program, Drag Queen Storytime, this fall. “I
was surprised, but very happy,” says Vallier,
who grew up in Lake Charles, Louisiana.
“Texas is not the most progressive state, but
Houston is very progressive.”

The city’s next Drag Queen Storytime is
planned for Saturday, November 25, at the
Freed-Montrose Neighborhood Library. Mean-

Bearded Wonder

Blackberri brings Drag Queen
Storytime to Houston libraries.

while, Blackberriregales gay fans at three
regular weekly gigs in addition to bookings at
other venues.

“You can catch me at ‘C U Next Tuesday’ every
week at Michael’s Outpost,” Vallier says. “I host
and perform, and I am the show director.Ido
alot of old divas like Patti LaBelle and Aretha
Franklin. I do some cartwheels and splits.”

On Wednesday nights, Blackberri emcees
Gayme Night at The Room Bar and Lounge in
Spring. “We play ‘gaymes’ like ‘adult’ Twister—
the kind of games you play at a baby shower.”

On Saturdays, he’s back at Michael’s Outpost
for Eye Cons, a professional celebrity-illusion
review. “Ijust host,” he says, “and I do joke
illusions.”

The 27-year-old bachelor studied musical the-
ater for two years in college before enrolling in
fashion design at the Art Institute of Houston.
“After two years there, I took a break to work,”
he says. “I feltlike T had learned everything I
needed to learn in school for the path I wanted
totake.”

Vallier credits—who else?—Bob the Drag
Queen, winner of the eighth season of RuPaul’s
Drag Race in 2016, for luring him into female
impersonation. “He is definitely one of the
reasons I started doing drag, along with
Ursula from The Little Mermaid,” he says.

—Don Maines

FAVORITE CLUB
AFTER 2 A.M.
Rich’s

BEST DRAG SHOW BAR
Hamburger Mary’s
Finalists: JR's Bar & Grill, Michael’s
Outpost, TC's Premier Showbar
South Beach
FAVORITE BAR TO SHOOT
POOL
George’s Sports Bar
Finalists: Eagle Houston, Michael's

FAVORITE CLUB
FOR DANCING
Rich’s
OutPost, Neon Boots, Tony’s Corner
Pocket

Beach
FAVORITE BAR
TO TWO STEP
Neon Boots
Finalists: Ranch Hill Saloon, The

Room Bar

FAVORITE CLUB IF
YOU'RE UNDER 21
South Beach

Finalists: Club 2020, Neon Boots,

Finalists: Bayou City Bar & Grill,
Eagle Houston, Neon Boots, South

FAVORITE
COMMUNITY BAR
Eagle Houston

Guava Lamp, JR’s, Pearl Bar

FAVORITE DRAG KING
Richard Long

Finalists: Zambi McZee, Roman
Syder Ross, lan Syder-Blake

FAVORITE DRAG SHOW
HOST/EMCEE
Blackberri

Finalists: Kofi Cakes,

Alexyus Paris, Lady Shamu

Finalists: Blur Bar, Club 2020, Rich’s

Finalists: Bayou City Bar & Grill,

FAVORITE FEMALE
BARTENDER

Sarah Thompkins-
Gutierrez/JR’s

Finalists: Jessica Eve, Raci Farris,
Kristina Prats, Rey “La Reyna”
Rodriguez

\ FAVORITE MALE
BARTENDER

Eagle Houston
Finalists: David

Cunningham, Neal
Garza, Adam Hancock,
Christopher Tyer

FAVORITE FEMALE DJ
Melle Mel

Finalists: Athenz, Aracely, Tina

OutSmartMagazine.com

FAVORITE MALE D)
JD Arnold
Finalists: Eddie E, Panda, Joe Ross

FAVORITE MEN’S BAR
Eagle Houston

Finalists: JR's, Neon Boots, Rich’s,
Tony’s Corner Pocket

FAVORITE LOCAL
(NON-DRAG) FEMALE
ENTERTAINER
Wendy
Taylor
Finalists: Roofie
Dubois, Nina
Lombardo,

Morena Roas
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BIG THANKS TO THE READERS
OF OUTSMART FOR VOTING
US ONE OF THE BEST
FURNITURE STORES...

AND ONE OF THE
BEST FURNITURE
STORES ON
A BUDGET! OutvSmart

4900 N. Shepherd Dr. Hours
Houston, TX 77018 Mon-Sat: 10am - 6pm
Independence Heights Sundays: llam - 4pm

AlabamaFurniture.com e+ 713.862.3035 (H)(» ® ®

G G117

continued from page 37

FAVORITE LOCAL (NON-DRAG)
MALE ENTERTAINER

Ty Frazier

Finalists: Marty Adamson, Sebastian Gutierrez,
Bubba McNeely, Gio Wzhitney

FAVORITE LOCAL BAND
Houston Pride Band

Finalists: The Band Hennessey, Dirty Disco,
Fluff The Kat, Space Kiddettes

FAVORITE PLACE TO SHOW OFF YOUR LEATHER
Eagle Houston
Finalist: Ripcord

FAVORITE PLACE TO WATCH MALE DANCERS
Tony’s Corner Pocket
Finalists: Eagle Houston, JR’s Bar & Grill, Rich’s

FAVORITE STRAIGHT BAR
Barbarella (tie)

Bar Boheme (tie)

Finalists: Dan Electros, Rudyard’s, Spire

FAVORITE WOMEN'’S BAR
Pearl Bar
Finalists: Neon Boots, Ranch Hill Saloon

MOST DIVINE DRAG QUEEN
Violet S’Arbley —————>

Finalists: Kara Dion, Chloe Knox,

Dessie Love-Blake, Alexyus Paris, Lady Shamu

EXPERIENCE PERFORMANCE

1759 Westheimer Road Houston, TX 77098 Call 713.529.5855 www. autocare.com
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OutvSmart

We’re proud to be a part of the community

Thank you Outsmart readers for voting us ‘Most Supportive National Business
of the LGBT Community, Best Bank, and Best Mortgage Company’*

This distinction inspires us to work even harder for you and for the good of the community.
We strive to do our best today, in the future, and every day in-between.

Together we’ll go far

wellsfargo.com

* Readers’ poll, (2017, Outsmart Magazine)
© 2017 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved.
LENDER Member FDIC. NMLSR ID 399801 IHA-21672




Radio-Activism
Gay DJ and radio host ‘Special K’ lends talents to LGBTQ causes.

ﬁ\/r \/ﬁ hat’s so special about Kevin “Special K”
\ J\ ' ¥ England? Pretty much everything. KRBE
104.1 FM listeners love his personality and
his on-air prank phone calls, and the LGBTQ community
loves the way he gives back. And we assume his boyfriend
of 16 years, Brian, appreciates his humor and his boyish
good looks. England has been wowing his fans on the air
in Houston since the late ’90s, and before then he
was known throughout the gay clubs for
his DJ skills.
“Istill like to spin once in a while,”
says England, who occasion-
ally DJs on weekends. “But it
wasn’t really stable work. I
wanted to stay in music
somehow, and I'd met
some radio people who
told me to go for it.
KRBE liked me, and
now I get to play music
live for millions of
people every day. And I get
tobe gay on the air!
“I'think I'm about the only
[openly gay host] on the radio,”
he adds. “It’s frustrating to see
those who still aren’t out.” His
station encourages him to be
out and proud, and he thinks

FAVORITE
MALE RADIO

PERSONALITY

it’s the best job anyone could have.

Originally from Delaware, England once
worked as a Merchant Marine. Now, he loves
to play music that makes people want to get
up and dance. As aregular on KRBE’s Roula &
Ryan morning show (the duo that gave him his
Special K moniker), he plays retro music, and
on Fridays he does prank calls. You can email
him at specialk@104krbe.com and request
that he prank your friends (or frenemies). The
results are often hilarious.

On the serious side, Special K frequently
volunteers his time and talents in the LGBTQ
community and beyond. He’s hosted the AIDS
Walk, works with the Human Rights Cam-
paign, frequently helps out at local animal
shelters, and is working on an April Red Dinner
galathat will raise funds to help LGBTQyouth
to stay in college. “It can be very difficult for
LGBT youth to get an education when they
don’t have the support of their families, so this
isreally important.

“Volunteering is my church,” he adds. “It’s just
as fulfilling as sitting in abuilding listening to
asermon. If you can give back in your free time,
you should.”

Funny, fabulous, and areal hero in the com-
munity, England is a repeat winner in this
category. —Marene Gustin

BEST FEMALE LGBTQ

FAVORITE FEMALE

FAVORITE FEMALE

FAVORITE FEMALE TV

FAVORITE LGBTQ TWEETER

BUSINESS PERSON

Tammi Wallace

Finalists: Sandy Bubbert, Caryn
Craig, Kathy Hubbard, Julie Mabry,
Cristina Martinez

(COMMUNITY) RADIO
PERSONALITY
Judy Reeves

BEST MALE LGBTQ
BUSINESS PERSON

Mark Delange

Finalists: Charles Armstrong,
Bruce Smith, DDS, Grey Stephens,
Gary Wood

FAVORITE MALE
(COMMUNITY) RADIO
PERSONALITY

JD Doyle

Finalists: Chris Arasin,
FAVORITE FEMALE Bryan Hlavinka, Jack Valinski

(COMMERCIAL) RADIO

PERSONALITY FAVORITE FEMALE
Sarah Pepper, COMMUNITY HERO
Mix 96.5 Annise Parker

Finalists: Roula Christie, 104 KRBE;
Lauren Kelly, Mix 96.5;
Erica Rico, 93Q

Finalists: Melanie Pang,
Monica Roberts, Fran Watson,
Carol Wyatt-Woodell

FAVORITE MALE
(COMMERCIAL) RADIO

FAVORITE MALE
COMMUNITY HERO

PERSONALITY Ray Hill
Special K, Finalists: Blake Ellis,
104 KRBE Dalton DeHart, Ryan

Finalists: Al Farb, 93Q Leach, Lou Weaver,

Ashton P. Woods
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COMMUNITY
PHOTOGRAPHER
Yvonne Feece

Finalists: Gianna Marie Novarro,
Judy Woods

FAVORITE MALE
COMMUNITY
PHOTOGRAPHER
Dalton DeHart

Finalists: John Cox, Eric Edward
Schell, Steven Tilotta

FAVORITE FEMALE
LOCAL POLITICIAN
Ellen Cohen (tie)
Kim Ogg (tie)

Finalists:: Sylvia Garcia,

Annise Parker

FAVORITE
MALE LOCAL
POLITICIAN
Sylvester
Turner

Finalists: Garnet
Coleman, Robert Gallegos, Steven
Kirkland, Mike Laster

PERSONALITY
Dominique Sachse
Finalists: Carmen Maria Montiel

Joey Guerra

Finalists: Shelby Jeffcoat-del Busto,
Brad Pritchett, Fran Watson

Avila, Ellen Degeneres, Deborah

FAVORITE NATIONAL
BLOGGER/VLOGGER
Rich Lux

Finalists: Perez Hilton, Joe Jervis,

Duncan, Stephanie Gerry

FAVORITE (COMMUNITY)
TV PERSONALITY

Ernie Manouse Randy Rainbow

FAVORITE MALE TV LEADING
PERSONALITY FUNDRAISER
Frank Lady Shamu

Billingsley
Finalists: Andy Cerota,

Finalists: lvan Cupcake,
Angela Mercy, Violet S’Arbleu
Ryan Korsgard, Derrick

Shore LEADING FEMALE
FUNDRAISER
FAVORITE LOCAL LGBTQ Carol Wyatt-Woodell
BLOGGER/VLOGGER (tie)
Al Mistretta Sallie Wyatt-Woodell
Finalists: Joey Guerra, Monica (tie)
Roberts, Travis Webb, Ashton P. Finalists: Cristina Martinez,

Woods Margarita Perez, Ana Sanchez

FAVORITE LGBTQ
TEACHER/EDUCATOR
Charles Swan

Finalists: Blake Ellis, Bryant Johnson-
Wood, Dr. Colt Keo-Meier, Brian Riedel

LEADING MALE
FUNDRAISER

Gary Wood

Finalists: Don Gill, David Goldberg,
Kennedy Loftin, Tanner Williams —



In adults with HIV on ART who have diarrhea not caused by an infection

Tired of planning your life around diarrhea?

Enough is Enough

Get relief. Pure and simple. Ask your doctor about Mytesi.

Mytesi (crofelemer):

* |s the only medicine FDA-approved to relieve diarrhea in people with HIV

* Treats diarrhea differently by normalizing the flow of water in the Gl tract

* Has the same or fewer side effects as placebo in clinical studies

* Comes from a tree sustainably harvested in the Amazon Rainforest

What is Mytesi?

Mytesi is a prescription medicine that helps relieve symptoms of diarrhea not caused by
an infection (noninfectious) in adults living with HIV//AIDS on antiretroviral therapy (ART).

Important Safety Information

Mytesi is not approved to treat infectious diarrhea (diarrhea caused by bacteria, a virus,

or a parasite). Before starting you on Mytesi, your healthcare provider will first be sure

that you do not have infectious diarrhea. Otherwise, there is a risk you would not receive

the right medicine and your infection could get worse. In clinical studies, the most

common side effects that occurred more often than with placebo were upper respiratory

tract (sinus, nose, and throat) infection (5.7%), bronchitis (3.9%), cough (3.5%),

flatulence (3.1%), and increased bilirubin (3.1%).

For Copay Savings Card and

Patient Assistance, see Mytesi.com

Please see complete Prescribing Information at Mytesi.com.

NP-390-10

Mytesi

125
C rOfe | e m e r) delayef?e?ease tablets
RELIEF, PURE AND SIMPLE

IMPORTANT PATIENT INFORMATION
This is only a summary. See complete Prescribing
Information at Mytesi.com or by calling
1-844-722-8256. This does not take the place

of talking with your doctor about your medical
condition or treatment.

What Is Mytesi?

Mytesi is a prescription medicine used to improve
symptoms of noninfectious diarrhea (diarrhea not
caused by a bacterial, viral, or parasitic infection) in
adults living with HIV/AIDS on ART.

Do Not Take Mytesi if you have diarrhea caused by
an infection. Before you start Mytesi, your doctor and
you should make sure your diarrhea is not caused by
an infection (such as bacteria, virus, or parasite).

Possible Side Effects of Mytesi Include:

o Upper respiratory tract infection (sinus, nose, and
throat infection)

e Bronchitis (swelling in the tubes that carry air to
and from your lungs)

e Cough

o Flatulence (gas)

e Increased bilirubin (a waste product when red blood
cells break down)

For a full list of side effects, please talk to your doctor.

Tell your doctor if you have any side effect that

bothers you or does not go away.

You are encouraged to report negative side

effects of prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit

www.fda.gov/medwatch or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Should | Take Mytesi If | Am:

Pregnant or Planning to Become Pregnant?

o Studies in animals show that Mytesi could
harm an unborn baby or affect the ability to
become pregnant

o There are no studies in pregnant women
taking Mytesi

o This drug should only be used during pregnancy
if clearly needed

A Nursing Mother?

o |t is not known whether Mytesi is passed through
human breast milk

e |f you are nursing, you should tell your doctor before
starting Mytesi

o Your doctor will help you to decide whether to stop
nursing or to stop taking Mytesi

Under 18 or Over 65 Years of Age?

o \ytesi has not been studied in children under
18 years of age

o Mytesi studies did not include many people over
the age of 65. So it is not clear if this age group will
respond differently. Talk to your doctor to find out if
Mytesi is right for you

What Should | Know About Taking Mytesi

With Other Medicines?

If you are taking any prescription or over-the-counter

medicine, herbal supplements, or vitamins, tell your

doctor before starting Mytesi.

What If | Have More Questions About Mytesi?
For more information, please see the full Prescribing
Information at Mytesi.com or speak to your doctor

or pharmacist.

To report side effects or make a product complaint or
for additional information, call 1-844-722-8256.

"Napo
Rx Only pharmaceuticals
Manufactured by Patheon, Inc.
for Napo Pharmaceuticals, Inc. San Francisco, CA
94105 Copyright © Napo Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

Mytesi comes from the Croton lechleritree
harvested in South America.
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Excellence in Dentistry

MOST PROMINENT FEMALE LGBTQ ACTIVIST
Fran Watson
Finalists: Januari Leo, Melanie Pang, Monica Roberts

MOST PROMINENT MALE LGBTQ ACTIVIST
Lou Weaver

Finalists: Blake Ellis, Ryan Leach, Brad Pritchett,

Ashton P. Woods

MOST SUPPORTIVE LOCAL BUSINESS OF

THE LGBTQ COMMUNITY

Hamburger Mary’s

Finalists: Crocker Bar, Guava Lamp, Jenni’s Noodle House,
Neon Boots, Pearl Bar, Silver Eagle Distributors

: MOST SUPPORTIVE NATIONAL BUSINESS

OF THE LGBTQ COMMUNITY

WWW.BAYOUCITYSMILES.COM Torgetliel
Avrts District @ Sawyer Yards 2313 Edwards St., Ste 150 Finoliste Applg Bud Light, Macy's, Southwest Ailines
Houston, Texas 77007 ¢ (713) 518-1411

5 3 Voted one of the Top Dentists hy OutSmart Readers MOST VALUABLE FEMALE VOLUNTEER
Dr. Cythia Corral Voted Best Female Dentist by OutSmart Readers Fran Watson

Finalists: Sarah Tompkins Gutierrez, Kim Townsend, Melissa

OutvSmart

Vivianco, Tammi Wallace

YOUR FAMILY DENTISTS ‘I;/‘\,(‘):ETB\;A'\'LQUQBLE MALE VOLUNTEER

Finalists: Jacques Bourgeois, Brad Pritchett, Lou Weaver,

WWW. bayOUCitysm i I es.com Tanner Williams, Gary Wood

-~ OutvSmart
AIAYESTs
\PREATEST

2017
READERS'
CHOICE
AWARDS

l I I Voted BEST PIZZA

WOODFIRED PIZZA

2202 AW. ALABAMA ST. HOUSTON, TX 77098 BOLLOHOUSTON.COM
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Joshua’s Native Plants & Garden Antiques

g OutvSmart

avesTs

GREATEST

Best Cerelen &
NursenydSupply

713.862.7444

502 W.18th Street @ Nicholson 77008 Tues - Sun 9-5  JoshuasNativePlants.net







‘The Homes Are My Stage’

Former musician Jeremy Fain knows how to put on a show.

BEST MALE

REAL ESTATE
AGENT

eremy Fainis ahigh-
performing associate with
Greenwood King, but he
was a professional musician before he
entered the real-estate business. The
bassoonist was a professor of music
at Lone Star College-Montgomery,
the University of Texas at Tyler, and
Stephen F. Austin State University.
So how did he go from the bassoon to
helping homebuyers?

“There was just a point in my life
when I had to decide if I wanted to
continue with music or try something
different,” he says. “And the real estate
just fell into place.”

But that doesn’t mean he has forgot-
ten his previous life.

“Iteach a class for new Realtors,”
he explains. “And I use my music-edu-
cation background to teach how to
deliver on the spot, asyoudo in
orchestra auditions. It’s all about
learning what works and how to relate
to people. My whole life was sitting
on a stage performing. Now it’s about
showing homes. The homes are my
stage now, because it’s the same as
putting on a show.”

He specializes in inner-loop proper-
ties—downtown, EaDo, Midtown, Rice

Military, Montrose, The Heights, River
Oaks, Upper Kirby, West University,
Memorial Park, as well as Tanglewood
and the Memorial Villages. As for his
own home, he lives alone in a contem-
porary loft outside of downtown. “The
upper level is very industrial, but the
lower floor has a Southern-plantation
style to it,” he says.

Asforliving alone he says: “Yes, it’s
just me. Real estate is my other half!”

Inthe LGBTQ community, Fain is
very active. He serves on the boards of
Pride Houston and Avenue 360 Health
& Wellness—the joint organization
created in 2016 by Houston Area Com-
munity Services and Bering Omega,
two nonprofits that merged to become
aFederally Qualified Health Center
(FQHCOC).

He’s also on the board of the Houston
Tennis Club and likes to wield a racket
as much as he still likes to play his bas-
soon at home. If you’re looking to buy a
new home in Houston’s inner loop, you
can contact him at Greenwood King.
Butifyou just want to meet him socially,
your best bet might be the 13 Celsius
Wine Bar & Cafe in Midtown.

“I'mthere alot,” he says. “It’s my
Cheers.” —Marene Gustin

BEST FEMALE
REAL-ESTATE AGENT
Karen Derr (tie)
Debbie Levine (tie)
Finalists: Terre Coffman,

BEST HOME BUILDER
Heels 2 Hammer
Construction

Finalists: Farb Homes, Loyd Russel
Homes, ROC Homes,

Dana Gray, Lynette Lew, Woodstone Builders

Dina Salazar

BEST REMODELING
COMPANY

Heels 2 Hammer
Construction (tie)
Luria Construction (tie) >
Finalists: C House Renovations,

BEST MALE
REAL-ESTATE AGENT
Jeremy Fain

Finalists: Brooks Ballard, Eric
Bradley, Ron Kerr, Tim Surratt,
Luke Volz, Andy Weber Terri Robinson—Construction

& Design, Unique Builders

S BEST MORTGAGE

COMPANY

BEST TITLE
COMPANY

OutSmartMagazine.com |

Cody Grizzoffi-
Interlinc Mortgage
Finalists: John Frels,

| Robert Spiegel-Republic State
M Mortgage, Wells Fargo

Michael Caballero-
Stewart Title Heights
Finalists: Charter Title,
Chicago Title Inner Loop

FAVORITE RENTAL /I\
COMMUNITY
Mid Main Lofts

Finalists: The Marquis Downtown,

Pearl-Washington, Sky House,
Village of The Heights,
Village of River Oaks
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MIDTOWN VETERINARY HOSPITAL
Your Neighborhood Pet Care Solution

V QﬂtvSnlaﬂ

Ay

IMMIGRATION
Same-Sex Marriage Green Cards to Asylum

17 years of helping LGBT couples and individuals
find solutions for all immigration needs

Real Estate Disputes * Homeowner Association Law * Immigration
Criminal Law « Family Law + Adoptions ¢ Insurance and Disability Claims
HIV/LGBT Law * Estate Documents * Employment Law

1434 W. Alabama St.  Houston, TX 77006
(713)528-4900 main e (888)504-9006 fax Katine & Nechman | 1834 Southmore Blvd. | Houston, TX 77004

www.MidtownVetHospital.com 713-808-1000 | info@lawkn.com | www.lawkn.com

Rivas Italian Restaurant
1117 Missouri St.

(1 Block West of Montrose)

(713)529-3450

BARAARRRE Book Your Wedding at Our Place.

Voted Best Italian by Outsmart Readers & One of the Best for Brunch

-2016 OutSmart Reader's Choice Awards
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Concierge Tends to Its Guests
—and LGBTQ Charities

Owners of boutique agency forego
salaries to support local nonprofits.

oncierge Travel consistently
captures the OurSMmaRT Readers’
Choice Award. This year, the com-
pany won in two categories—and
it’s no wonder why.

Concierge Travel was founded
in 1997 by Kim Gustavsson and his partner,
Charles Caliva, as aboutique, gay-owned travel
agency and tour operator. In 2009, the agency
began offering its own small-ship cruise
charters, and today it bills itself as the largest
RSVP-vacation agency in the world.

Butitisn’t justthe gay cruises to exotic
locales that the LGBTQ community loves; it’s
also all the good that Concierge Travel does by
donating to equality-related causes.

“We both have other careers,” says Gustavs-
son, who works as aleadership consultant. “So
neither of us has drawn a salary from the travel
agency for 10 years. We donate it all to charity.
We give something to pretty much anyone
who comes to our door, but our main focus
right now is the Montrose Center. We donated

BEST AIRLINE
Southwest Airlines
Finalists: American, United Airlines

BEST LGBTQ CRUISE

OR TOUR COMPANY
Aquafest (tie)
Concierge Travel (tie)
Finalists: Gay Galveston Cruises,
J)’s Out and About Travel

$30,000 for the No Place Like Home gala that
raised $325,000 for the planned LGBT-friendly
seniors housing project. It’s not just about writ-
ing a check. It’s about the leverage a nonprofit
can do with that donation.”

In the past, Concierge Travel has donated to
the Houston Pride Band, the Human Rights
Campaign, and Legacy Community Health.
The agency has also contributed to national
and international LGBTQ organizations, but
Gustavsson says that in light of the Trump
administration’s negative actions against the
LGBTQ community, they have decided to focus
onlocal efforts. They plan to make sponsoring
the Montrose Center’s No Place Like Home
event an annual effort.

Gustavsson is busy working on a Puerto Val-
lartatrip that the agency has set for February.
“It’s going to be arelaxing and fun-filled week
ataprivate villa,” he says. “It’s on a private
beach, and the accommodations are beauti-
ful—the Villa Verano and Puerto Vallarta
Beach Club—and we’ll have private chefs and

OutSmartMagazine.com

BEST HONEYMOON
DESTINATION
<— Puerto Vallarta

Finalists: Belize, Hawaii

BEST
LGBTQ CRUISE
COMPANY, BEST

LOCAL TRAVEL
AGENCY

bartenders on site.” Tours for the rest of this
year are sold out, but you can book the Puerto
Vallarta week and other 2018 trips at concier-
getravel.cc. “And we are really excited about
some of the tours we’re planning now for 2019.”

Asyouwould expect, the couple travels ex-
tensively, with Puerto Vallartabeing a favorite
spot. Gustavsson has been to 86 countries and
has studied seven languages. One of his favor-
ite destinations is Amsterdam, but he says you
can’t beat Peru for the food.

Unfortunately, it hasn’t been all galas and gay
cruises this year.

“We lost about 95 percent of everything—our
house, our office—during Harvey,” Gustavsson
says. “It just wiped us out. Luckily, we have
agreat staff, and within seven days, we were
back up and running out of our manager’s
house. As for our home in Bellaire, we had
two-and-a-half feet of water inside. We're
just going to tear it down and rebuild. I had
been wanting aredo anyway.”

—Marene Gustin

BEST LOCAL
TRANSPORTATION
Uber

Finalists: Houston BCycle, Lyft,
Metro Houston

BEST LGBTQ TRAVEL
DESTINATION

Puerto Vallarta
Finalists: Costa Rica, Key West,
New Orleans, New York City

BEST LOCAL TRAVEL
AGENCY

Concierge Travel

Finalists: Aquafest, Vanguard Travel
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Putting the ‘Bar’in Barbecue

Chef Michele Free lights up
Guava Lamp on Tuesdays.

uava Lamp haslong been a favorite

J watering hole for Houston’s LGBTQ
community. Now, thanks to resident
chef Michele Free, the bar has become a veri-
table dining destination. As the culinary force
behind Guava Lamp’s Tuesday Steak Nights,
Free has transformed what can often be a pe-
destrian pub-menu staple into a consumption
experience verging on the gourmet.

Born and raised in Houston, Free says she
always enjoyed cooking, but didn’t immedi-
ately gravitate toward it as a profession. She
did, however, always have a penchant for grill-
ing— thanks to her father, a skilled barbecue
chef. After amassing sufficient resources,
Free entered culinary schoolin 2013 and was
soon helping area bars develop their own steak
nights.

Shortly after Labor Day in 2016, Free began
focusing her attention on elevating the steak
nights at Guava Lamp. “My philosophy,”
explains Free, “is to make the customer happy
by offering the cleanest and best steak night in
the city.”

Admitting that her pet peeve is “disarray,”
Free made both major alterations and smaller
tweaks such as offering patrons personal
servings of condiments so they don’t have to
share. Steak nights at Guava Lamp are now
about much more than steak, for Free has ex-

panded the menu
to include pork
chops, salmon, and
occasionally lamb
chops, aswell as
three cuts of beef
(ribeyes, strips,
and filets).

Using her own
homemade rubs,
she carefully
primes her proteins before cooking them to
order. And, unlike at many other venues, Free’s
ability to work within a 10-degree heat range
enables her to offer customers precise varia-
tions of “doneness,” such as “rare plus.”

All cuts are finished with a healthy garnish
of clarified or infused butters, such as black
truffle and pink peppercorn (for filets) or goat
cheese and rosemary (for lamb chops). Accom-
panying your choice of meat is Free’s special
potato amalgam, which she describes asa
“baked potato in mashed potato form,” which
almost everyone agrees is a most delicious
invention.

Loaded with plenty of butter and sour cream
(“anear-perfect food,” according to Free) and
crowned with melted cheddar cheese, the
massive spuds easily hold their own against
the steak with regards to flavor factor. Those

looking to up the ante even further can elect to
add shrimp or grilled asparagus to the already
monstrous platters.

Although it’s obvious that Free (who is also
the founder and owner of Free Grillin catering
company) loves fired meat, she readily admits
that on her nights off, she often steps away
from the flames to indulge in Middle Eastern
or Asian food. She ardently strives to eatlocal
and support Houston businesses whenever
possible, and counts Thai Gourmet and Ibiza
as favorite haunts.

The icing on the cake (or, rather, the truffle
butter on the ribeye) is that Free’s sophisti-
cated Guava Lamp fare can be had in a friendly
environment that is anything but stiff. That
combination has attracted weekly business
from regulars as well as new devotees, expand-
ing and diversifying Guava Lamp’s community.

—Joanna O’Leary

BEST 24-HOUR
RESTAURANT
House of Pies
Finalists: Katz's Deli & Bar,
Midtown Bar & Grill

BEST BAKERY

The Acadian Bakers
Finalists: Dessert Gallery, Mister
French’s Gourmet Bakery, Three
Brothers Bakery

BEST BARBECUE
The Pit Room

Finalists: Brookstreet, Demeris

BEST BREAKFAST
Baby Barnaby’s
Finalists: Lankford Grocery,
Snooze, Urban Eats

BEST BRITISH
Red Lion Pub
Finalists: Black Lab, Queen Vic

BEST BRUNCH BEST CUBAN BEST GREEK BEST JAPANESE
Gloria’s Latin Cuisine El Rey Niko Niko’s Uchi
Finalists: Baba Yega, Hamburger Finalists: Café Piquet, El Meson Finalists: Helen Greek Food & Wine  Finalists: Jinya Ramen Bar, Kata
Mary’s, Riva’s, Urban Eats Theo's, Yia Yia Mary's Robata, Osaka

BEST DELI
BEST CAFE Kenny & Ziggy’s BEST HAMBURGER BEST LUNCH SPOT
Barnaby’s Finalists: Katz's Deli & Bar, Hamburger Mary’s Urban Eats

Finalists: Brasil Houston, Empire
Café, Hamburger Mary's

BEST CAJUN
BB’s Cajun

Finalists: Ragin’ Cajun, Treebeard's

BEST CENTRAL/SOUTH
AMERICAN

Gloria’s Latin Cuisine
Finalists: Ande’s Café, Churrasco’s,
El Pueblito

BEST CHINESE
Ginger and Fork
Finalists: Ambassador,

Kim Son, Pepper Twins

Nielsen’s Deli

BEST DESSERT

Dessert Gallery (tie)

The Chocolate Bar (tic)
Finalists: The Acadian Bakers, Rita’s

of Houston

BEST FOOD TRUCK
Fusion Taco

Finalists: Big Judy’s, Rita’s ltalian
Ice, Waffle Bus

BEST FRENCH
Brasserie 19
Finalists: Café Rabelais, Etoile

Cuisine et Bar, L'Olivier

Finalists: Barnaby’s, Bernie's Burger
Bus, The Acadian Bakers, The
Burger Joint

BEST HOTDOG

Good Dog

Finalists: Happy Fatz, Love Dogs
Hotdogs

BEST INDIAN
Pondicheri
Finalists: Kiran's, Khyber Grill

BEST ITALIAN
Riva’s
Giacomo’s (tie)

Finalists: Bollo, Carraba’s

OutSmartMagazine.com

Finalists: Barnaby's, Gloria’s Latin
Cuisine, Hamburger Mary's,
Lankford Grocery

BEST MEDITERRANEAN
Aladdin
Finalists: Fadi’s, Halal Guys, Niko Niko's

BEST MEXICAN
El Tiempo
Finalists: Chapultepec, Gloria’s Latin

Cuisine, La Mexicana, Teotihuacan
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BEST MIDDLE EASTERN
Fadi’s

Finalists: Aladdin, Garson, Kasra Persian Grill

BEST NEW RESTAURANT

Hamburger Mary’s

Finalists: The vy & James, Pinch, Snooze, South Bank Seafood,
Star Fish

BEST PIZZA
Bollo Woodfired Pizza (tie)
Star Pizza (tie)

Finalists: Pink’s Pizza, Pi Pizza, Pizza L'Vino, Pizzeria Solario

BEST PLACE FOR A ROMANTIC DATE
Rainbow Lodge
Finalists: B&B Butchers, Giacomo's, Pappas Steakhouse

BEST PLACE TO CELEBRATE

Riva’s

Finalists: Churrasco’s, El Tiempo, Gloria’s Latin Cuisine,
Hamburger Mary's

BEST RESTAURANT FOR CHEAP EATS
Barnaby’s
Finalists: Hamburger Mary’s, Les Givral, Tacos A Go-Go

BEST RESTAURANT FOR ELEGANT DINING
Rainbow Lodge

Finalists: Churrasco’s, Da Marco, Season’s 52

BEST RESTAURANT FOR OUTDOOR DINING
Baba Yega
Finalists: The Barking Pig, Rainbow Lodge, Tiny Boxwoods

BEST SEAFOOD

Danton’s

Finalists: Goode Company Seafood, Rainbow Lodge,
Salt Air Seafood Kitchen

BEST STEAK HOUSE
Pappas Bros. Steakhouse
Finalists: Fleming’s, Rainbow Lodge, Vic & Anthony’s

BEST STEAK NIGHT AT A BAR
Guava Lamp with Chef Michele Free
Finalists: The Barking Pig, Griff's, Pearl Bar

SUSHI
Kata Robata ——>
Finalists: Oishi, Osaka, Uchi

BEST THAI
Thai Spice
Finalists: Asia Market Restaurant, Nidda, Nit Noi

BEST VEGETARIAN/VEGAN

Bellagreen

Finalists: Field of Greens, Green Vegetarian Cuisine,
The Hobbit Café

BEST VIETNAMESE
Mai’s Restaurant
Finalists: Les Ba’get, Huynh Restaurant, Jenni’s Noodle House

FRIENDLIEST RESTAURANT STAFF
Barnaby’s

Finalists: Paulie’s, Riva’s

0utvSmal1
GavesTa
GREATEST

2017
READERS’
CHOICE
AWARDS

IT'S YOUR LIFE.
LIVE IT WITH PRIDE.
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: A sthe saying goes, “The best time to
plantatreeis 20 years ago.” The prob-

lem is, few of us had the vision to do so.

In 1998, two Houston organizations, PFLAG
and HATCH, began working together to
provide scholarships to LGBTQ youth. Then in
2013, the PFLAG/HATCH Youth Scholarship
Foundation became known as Out for Educa-
tion, which today is one of the largest funders
of LGBTQ scholarships inthe U.S.

Board president Sallie Wyatt-Woodell
explains that the group’s previous name was a
mouthful, and Out for Education captures its
essence more effectively. “Simply stated, we
are out. We are for education. We are ‘Out for
Education,” says Wyatt-Woodell, who served
as female grand marshal of Houston Pride in
2017.

Out for Education provides financial as-
sistance to LGBTQ youth from the Houston
and Harris County area and to non-local youth
who are attending colleges or universities in
Houston. Although it’s still a relatively young
agency, it has managed to grant more than
$1.4 million to date.

Board member Jordan Mills attended the

BEST LOCAL LGBTQ WEBSITE
OutSmartMagazine.com
Finalists: HoustonLGBTHistory.org,

FAVORITE LGBTQ
BENEFIT EVENT
OF THE YEAR

montrosecenter, mygayhouston.com

BEST NATIONAL

LGBTQ WEBSITE
HRC.org

(Human Rights Campaign)
Finalists: HuffingtonPost.com,
NGLCC.com (National Gay &
Lesbian Chamber of Commerce)

FAVORITE LGBTQ
PHILANTHROPIC
ORGANIZATION
Winner to be
announced ot
FAVORITE POLITICAL Gayest & Greatest
ADVOCACY GROUP
Houston GLBT Caucus
Finalists: Equality Texas, Human

Rights Campaign, Transform Housfon
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Bunnies on the Bayou
Finalists: The Diana Awards,
Krewe of Olympus Ball,

The Transgender Unity Banquet

reception on November 15
Finalists: Bunnies on the Bayou,
The Diana Foundation, Krewe

of Olympus, Montrose Center

University of Houston and, thanks to Out for
Education, was able to study pre-law. “I would
not have been able to afford college without
the help,” Mills says. “Not only that, but Out
for Education provided me with emotional
support, and lots of friends. They nurtured my
confidence, and I consider myselfvery blessed
to have been a part of them. My way of giving
back is to sit on the board and help others in
the same way.”

Out for Education has awarded scholar-
ships to students from 68 high schools,
who’ve attended 58 colleges and universi-
tiesin 16 states. Scholarship recipients
most commonly attend the University of
Houston, the University of Texas, Houston
Community College, and Lone Star College.
How does the agency raise the funds it
distributes? “Every year, we apply to various
nonprofit agencies and for-profit corpora-
tions,” Wyatt-Woodell says. “If chosen, Out for
Education receives money raised by the orga-
nizations at their fundraisers. In return, Out
for Education volunteers at their events, and
promotes and attends them as well. Some of
our past benefactors include OutReach United,

FAVORITE
LOCAL LGBTQ

COMMUNITY
ORGANIZATION

Frost Foundation, Hollyfield Foundation, Bun-
nies on the Bayou, New York Life, the Diana
Foundation, OuTSMART magazine, and many
others. We also receive generous help from
individuals who donate every year, or through
endowed scholarships.”

Out for Education is remarkable in many
ways. The agency is 100 percent volunteer-
based. No one on the board receives a salary,
and 99.99 percent of all money raised goes
directly to student scholarships.

“We are all passionate about this organiza-
tion, and we love watching the students thrive
and grow,” Wyatt-Woodell says. “Our board
members are very connected to Houston’s
LGBTQ community. We network, use social
mediato reach out, and we encourage past
and current scholarship recipients to do the
same. Our success has been astounding and
humbling. The Houston community has been
so generous, and these kids are certainly worth
it,” Wyatt-Woodell concludes.

Out for Education is planting trees every
day through education, making the future of
Houston’s LGBTQ landscape considerably
more vital. —Kim Hogstrom

FAVORITE PLACE

FAVORITE LGBTQ SOCIAL
ORGANIZATION

The Diana Foundation
Finalists: EPAH, Houston Gaymers,
Krewe of Olympus, Lambda
NextGen, Montrose Softball League

FAVORITE NATIONAL
LGBTQ ORGANIZATION
Human Rights
Campaign

Finalists: National Center for
Transgender Unity, NGLCC,
Victory Fund

FAVORITE LOCAL

COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY
University of Houston (ie)
Houston Community
College (tic)

Finalists: Rice University, Texas A&M
University University, Texas Southern

OutSmartMagazine.com

FAVORITE LOCAL

LGBTQ COMMUNITY
ORGANIZATION

Out For Education
Finalists: Bunnies on the Bayou,
The Diana Foundation, Gay 10K,
Houston Gaymers, Krewe of
Olympus

TOTAKE YOUR
OUT-OF-TOWN VISITORS
Discovery Green
Finalists: Houston Livestock Show
& Rodeo, The Menil Collection,
Museum of Natural Science

FAVORITE PLACE

TO WORSHIP
Resurrection
Metropolitan
Community Church
Finalists: Bering Memorial UMC,
Congregation Emanu El,

Living Mosaic Church,

St. John's UMC,

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
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Doctor Dad

Stewart Zuckerbrod was among the first in
Houston to become a father through surrogacy.

nneed of an eye doctor? Look no further

than Houston Eye Associates’ Dr. Stew-

art Zuckerbrod, a well-known Houston
ophthalmologist. Zuckerbrod holds multiple
degrees and has won several awards for his
medical prowess. He’s taught at the Baylor
College of Medicine and UT Health Science
Center-Houston. But there is much more to Dr.
Zuckerbrod than his work.

Bornin Germany as an Army brat, he be-
came a double-major in biology and German
literature at the State University of New York
at Binghamton. He would go on to lecture in
Germany about his ophthalmology research.
Beyond that, he loves gardening, photography,
and theater.

“I've always maintained a connection with
the arts,” Zuckerbrod says. “I started singing in
my 40s, and for many years I sang with the Gay
Men’s Chorus of Houston.” He was recently the
cantor at a Clear Lake synagogue, singing for
the high holy days of Yom Kippur and

Rosh Hashanah.
“It took four to five months
to prepare for that,” he says.
“But it was wonderful.”
He has also written two
plays that were performed on
stage. His collaboration with
Deborah Boily, Songs I Was
Born to Sing (a gay-musical
take on the classical Greek
comedy Lysistrata), pre-
miered at Stages Repertory Theatre in 2006.
He has served on the board of Stages as well.
Buthisreal love has been his children. He
loved being a stepparent in a previous rela-
tionship, and after that relationship ended he
explored the idea of adopting a child of his own.
He finally decided to use a surrogate in 2000,
and became one of the first gay men in Houston
to do so. Today, his twin girls, Samara and
Frances, are juniors at Bellaire High School.
“They are smart kids, so they have alot of ex-

BEST
MALE EYE

DOCTOR

traclasses and homework,” he says. “Basically,
we spend time at home doing homework.
Itrytohave afamily dinner every night, but
they also have extra activities. One is into
modeling, and one has aboyfriend, so we are all
very busy.”

And although he enjoys cooking, he says
preparing dinner for the girls is a little difficult.
“They have very different tastes, soitcanbea
challenge. Actually, our housekeeper does alot
of the meal preparation.” —Marene Gustin

BEST CHIROPRACTOR

Ken Lester

Finalists: Tony Branker, Jackie St. Cyr,
Fernando Franco, Richard Silver

BEST COSMETIC

SKIN CARE CENTER

The Skin Renewal
Center

Finalists: Alira Boutique Spa,

BEN Aesthetic, ReNew You MD
Wellness, Skin Renaissance Center

BEST COSMETIC
SURGEON CENTER

Facial Plastic Surgery
Associates/Angela Sturm
Finalists: Eugenio Aguilar;
American Institute of Plastic Surgery,
ReNew You Center

BEST DAY SPA

Alira Boutique Spa
Finalists: Deer Lake Lodge
& Resort, Skin Day Spa

BEST FEMALE

AESTHETIC PHYSICIAN
Angela Sturm/

Facial Plastic Surgery
Associates

Finalists: Jessica Hill, Regina Rodman

BEST MALE AESTHETIC
PHYSICIAN

Patrick McNamara/
Skin Renewal Center
Finalists: Octavio Barrios, Russell
Kridel, Scott Yarish

BEST FEMALE DENTIST /]\
Cynthia Corral/

Bayou City Smiles

Finalists: Elizabeth Hunsaker,
Mary Riley, Dianna Wilde

BEST MALE DENTIST
Bruce Smith/

Dr. Bruce Smith Dentistry
Finalists: Samuel Carrell, Marcus
De Guzman, Cory Logan,
Randy Mitchmore

BEST FEMALE

EYE DOCTOR

Lisa Woo/Eye To Eye
Finalists: Juliet Farmer,
Mary Green, Christine Tyler

BEST MALE

EYE DOCTOR

Scott Sawyer/legacy
Community Health (tie)
Stewart Zuckerbrod/
Housfon Eye Associates (tie)
Finalists: Paul Lovero/Montrose Eye
Care, Bimal Patel/Focus Eye Care,
Marc Sanders

BEST FEMALE

HAIR STYLIST

Lana Blake

Finalists: Celina Arzola, Cara
Crafton, Stacey Daniels, Patti Gooch

BEST MALE

HAIR STYLIST

Reza Nouri

Finalists: Jim Bagley, Don Gill, Cabe
Nowlen, Joel Quinones, Jeremiah
Sammons, Anthony Skoogi

BEST FEMALE MENTAL-
HEALTH THERAPIST
Denise O’Doherty
Finalists: Kristen Anderson,

Renee Armstrong, Brittany Burch

BEST MALE MENTAL-
HEALTH THERAPIST
Robert Snellgrove
Finalists: Tony Aucoin,

Ty David Lerman, Jeffrey Myles

BEST MENTAL-HEALTH
THERAPIST/PSYCHIATRIST
Daniel Garza
Finalists: Barry Gritz, Chad Lemaire

BEST MALE MENTAL-
HEALTH THERAPIST/
PSYCHOLOGIST
Woodja Flanigan
Finalists: Mike Harrison,

Colt Keo-Meier, Kaden Stanley

BEST FEMALE PERSONAL TRAINER
Shana Ross

Finalists: Laura Flagg, Karen Peden,
Gilly Rosen, Cherrise Traylor

BEST MALE PERSONAL TRAINER
Larry Durham

Finalists: Andrew Hayes, David Muniz,
Rene Quintanar, Michael Shallis

BEST FEMALE PHYSICIAN
Julia Kovacs
Finalists: Jennifer Meyer, Pafricia Salvato

BEST MALE PHYSICIAN
Gordon Crofoot

Finalists: Octavio Barrios, James Carroll,
Roland Maldonado, Rudy Marin

BEST FERTILITY CLINIC
Houston Fertility
Specialists

Finalists: Aspire Fertility, Houston IVF

OutSmartMagazine.com

BEST GYM/PLACE

TO WORK OUT

Club Houston

Finalists: 24-Hour Fitness, Equinox, FIT,
Houston Gym, Paper Street Crossfit

BEST MALE

MASSAGE THERAPIST
Ryan Fugate

Finalists: Joel Leal, Robin Mack,
Jeremiah Sammons, Tom Zeppelin

BEST FEMALE
MASSAGE THERAPIST
Robin Mack

Finalists: Crysti Sherwood/
The Petite Retreat

BEST PHARMACY
Walgreens

Finalists: Avita Pharmacy, CVS,
Kroger Montrose

BEST TANNING SALON
Glo Sun Spa
Finalists: Darque Tan, Malibu Tan

BEST TATTOO PARLOR
Electric Chair Tattoo
Finalist: 713 Tattoo Parlour

BEST TATTOO

REMOVAL SERVICE
Premium Tattoo Removal
Finalists: Clear Canvas Laser

Tattoo Removal
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Shannon Baldwin wants
to be Houston's first out
African-American judge.

BEST
FEMALE

ATTORNEY
(tie)

ointo it for the passion, not the
money,” Shannon Baldwin says of
criminal law. “You will never earn
as much money as the time you put
into it. But your passion will sustain you.”

Baldwin’s passion has not only sustained
her—it has also earned her OutSmarT’s Gayest
& Greatest Award for Best Attorney this year.
Baldwin, who’s raising a foster daughter with
her wife, says she’s honored, and that being
recognized by her own community is the high-
est compliment.

She recalls that she decided to become an
attorney during her junior year of high school,
after a government teacher took her class to see
the Harris County courts through a program
called Houston Open. As Baldwin satin ajury
box, one of the judges told the students that
the courthouse was a place “for the people,”
and that by working in the judicial system, one
could change lives.

Baldwin was overwhelmed. Her teacher took
aninterestin her and helped her believe she
could do whatever she wanted. “Make your
mark, Shannon!” the teacher wrote in Bald-
win’s senior yearbook.

In 1995, Baldwin began her studies at the
John Marshall Law School in Atlanta. Unlike
in high school, everyone there was a good
student. She soon realized that if she was going
to survive, she needed to step it up. “I took some
knocks, but picked myselfback up and gradu-
ated cum laude,” she says.

From the beginning, Baldwin was drawn to

criminal law. “It’s a field where we really serve
people,” she says. “No matter how bad the
offense, everyone is still entitled to have their
rights protected. They are innocent unless
proven guilty. It’s also a service to the victim.
IfI give the best defense possible, that means
the defendant won’t be able to appeal easily if
found guilty.”

It’s not always a popular job, but Baldwin
knows she’s making a difference. Recently,
she defended a man charged with aggravated
sexual assault. It was difficult to accept the
case, but she worked hard, and as the trial
moved forward the prosecution’s case began
to fall apart. The wrongfully accused young
defendant was saved from ajail term.

“The most important quality of a good attor-
ney is empathy,” Baldwin says. “That takes you

along way. It’s a huge responsibility, but you
also get the chance to change lives.”

After practicing criminal law for two decades,
Baldwin says she’s ready to become a judge,
and she’s running as a Democrat for the Harris
County Criminal Court at Law No. 4 seat in
2018.

“We have a broken criminal-justice system,”
Baldwin says. “A good judge follows the law
and ensures that nothing happensin acourt
that violates anyone’s rights. But [the Harris
County Courthouse] has not been a good place
for defendants.”

Baldwin believes that Harris County’s cur-
rent criminal-justice system is one of intimi-
dation, and she wants to help transform this
environment. She is ready to make her mark.

BEST BANK/CREDIT
UNION

Wells Fargo

Finalists Amegy Bank, Bank of
America, Capital One, JP Morgan
Chase Walker
BEST FEMALE ATTORNEY
Shannon Baldwin (i)
Phyllis Frye (tie)

Finalists: Patricia Cantu, Debra
Hunt, Fran Watson, Clyde Williams

Grace Yung
Friedman, Britt Kornman
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BEST MALE ATTORNEY
Raed Gonzalez (i)
Mitchell Katine (iie)
Finalists: SK Alexander, John
Nechman, Dwane Todd, Jim

BEST FEMALE FINANCIAL
PLANNER/ADVISOR

Finalists: Felicia Flores, Janet

OutSmartMagazine.com

—Brandon Wolf
BEST MALE FINANCIAL BEST MALE
PLANNER/ADVISOR ACCOUNTANT/
&— Bryan Cotton (iie) BOOKKEEPER

Rick Dickson (tie)
Finalists: Shawn Kuehn,
Mike Ryan, Travis Smith

Jason Doxey (tie)
Gary Gritz (tie)
Finalists: Greg Ault,
Merlin Cavallin

BEST FEMALE

ACCOUNTANT/

BOOKKEEPER

Kathy Hubbard

Finalist: Pam Moore

KNH PHOTOGRAPHY
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Martha | Sotheby's

urner INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Ashton Martini

Broker Associate

832.878.7686

ashton.martini@sothebyshomes.com
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Optometric Glaucoma Specialist

4317 montrose blvd
713.529.3937
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Insurance Rider

Former Miss Gay Texas Rodeo
Felicia Flores finds her calling.

rowing up, Felicia Flores had
dreams of being the next Selena
Quintanilla. Now, in her 19th-floor
office, the former Ms. Texas Gay
Rodeo says she’s found her true calling.

“My biggest passion is taking care of people,”
Flores says. “Being an insurance agent has
been the most rewarding thing that I've ever
done.”

After earning a degree in hotel and restaurant
management from Texas Tech University,
Flores oversaw two Houston eateries for seven
years. At the Café Adobe on Westheimer, she
met her wife, Ms. Texas Gay Rodeo 2012, who
was aregular customer.

When Flores grew weary of long restaurant
hours, she went to work in elder healthcare. At
Sava Senior Care and Touchstone Communi-
ties, she became close to senior patients and
their families.

Her days off were spent fundraising for LG-
BTQ nonprofits. Known for her Selena imper-
sonation, she traveled around Texas recreating
the Tejano singer’s most popular hits, and
singing other country songs to raise money for
charities such as AssistHers, LHI Care, Legacy,
Body Positive, and more.

“Imay have been Selenain rhinestones and a
bustier, but the reason I did that, and every-
thing that I have done since, was to help people
in need,” Flores says.

Flores joined the Texas Gay Rodeo Associa-
tion (TGRA) in 2010, and began competing in
pageants the following year. After winning
Miss Brazos River Bottom 2011 and Miss Lone
Star Houston 2012, Flores took home the Ms.

Texas Gay Rodeo
crown in 2013.
During herreign,
Flores did charity
events four nightsa
week. Although she
no longer competes
in pageants, she still
sings and raises
money for TGRA,
and is acandidate to
become TGRA’s state
board vice president
in 2018.
Today, Floresis also
aninsurance agent
at New York Life. Her
career took aturn at
Touchstone when a
partner at New York
Life asked her to
interview for an agent
position. Because she
worked with elderly
patients who passed
away, Flores decided
she wanted to help
their families be finan-
cially secure prior to
any emergencies.
“Itake care of entire
families,” Flores says,
recalling how she recently delivered a check to
awidow. “She asked me, ‘Are my kids and I go-
ingto be OK?’ And I wholeheartedly said, “Yes.
“My goal isn’t to make a sale; my goal is to get

BEST
FEMALE

INSURANCE
AGENT

to know someone and learn about their needs,”
Flores says, “When someone invites me into
their world, they’re going to be a part of my life,
too.” —Lourdes Zavaleta

BEST ARCHITECT
Morningside Architects

BEST FEMALE

INSURANCE AGENT
Felicia Flores

Finalists: Candace Dolan, Pam Ellis,

Cristina Martinez

BEST MALE
INSURANCE AGENT
Lane Lewis

Finalists: Jeffrey Bules,
Stephen Miranda,

Patrick Torma

BEST FLORIST
Ronnie Seibert
Finalists: A Different Bloom, Blooms,

David Brown, Downtown Blooms

BEST FURNITURE STORE
Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams
Finalists: Alabama Furniture,
Cantoni, IKEA, Noél Luxury Living

BEST FURNITURE STORE
ON A BUDGET

IKEA

Finalists: Alabama Furniture,
HomeGoods, Katy Furniture

BEST GARDENING/
NURSERY SUPPLY
Joshua’s Native Plants
& Garden Antiques
Finalists: Buchanan’s Nursery,
Fountains & Statuary, Wabash
Feed & Garden

BEST HOME
REMODELING
COMPANY

Unique Builders

& Development
Finalist: C House Renovations

BEST INTERIOR

DESIGNER

Kevin Hamby

Finalists: Mark Brown, Christopher
Evans, Ben Johnston, Grant Rachal

BEST LANDSCAPING
COMPANY

Windswept
Landscaping and Design
Finalists: AJ’s Landscaping,
McDugald Steele

OutSmartMagazine.com

BEST PEST CONTROL
COMPANY

Natran Green

Pest Control

Finalist: Andy’s All

Star Pest Control

BEST PLUMBER
Village Plumbing
Finalists: Dylan Fobis,
Nick’s Plumbing

BEST POOL COMPANY
Tranquility Pools

Finalist: Innovative Pools
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Serving our
Community in
a Safe & Caring

Environment.

DENIS “WO0O0DJA”

FLANIGAN, PH. D.
Licensed psychologist

Psychotherapy, Career Counseling,
Individual, & Relationship
Counseling

erh Voted Best
Gavests Psychologist

2011-2017
OutSmart Readers’
Choice Awards

OutvSmart

G

GREATEST

Specializing in individuals,
couples, & family relational
issues to regain your
direction, sense of meaning,
and your happiness.

4611 Montrose between Richmond & Bissonnet

713.807.8889
www.DantonsSeafood.com 2211 Norfolk St., Suite 206, Houston, TX 77098
www.Houston-Psychologist.com | 713-589-9804
For mental health news, and information. you can follow me at

www.lacchook.com/Flanigan.psychotherapy
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sawinner in the Best Martini and
Best Happy Hour categories in
OutSMART’s 2017 Gayest & Greatest
Awards, Eagle Houston is (for those
who don’t already know) a great place to geta
“shaken not stirred” beverage that won’t break
the bank.

But that description fails to address why and
how Eagle Houston has become very important
to generations of LGBTQ Houstonians.

For starters, the former corner-grocery build-
ingis ahistoriclandmark and a fine example of
the inroads our community has made in estab-
lishing safe entertainment spaces in H-Town.
Eagle Houston traces its roots to the original
New York City location that opened in the
early 1970s as the LGBTQ civil-rights move-
ment began to gain momentum. The Houston
branch initially began as a weekly theme party
in another area nightclub, and its popularity

A Spirited History

BEST

MARTINI &
BEST HAPPY

HOUR

led to a series of relocations, expansions, and
renovations that culminated in the opening of
the current Montrose property in June 2014.
And despite a few setbacks, including a fire
in January 2016, Eagle Houston has proven
phoenix-like in its ability to rise from the ashes
and consistently impress customers.
Evenifyouaren’tan LGBTQ history buff,
Eagle Houston will quickly become a favorite
gathering spot. The crowd, entertainment,
and deals are slightly different each night,
but always enjoyable. On Saturdays, for
example, “MEN:ERGY” fills the airas DJ JD
Arnold (Best DJ in the 2017 Gayest & Greatest
Awards) turns the tables for Houston’s hottest
men’s dance party, while on Whiskey Wednes-
days, awell-heeled set crowds the bar for $4
Crown Royal and $3 Fireball shots before
ditching the button-downs and grooving to DJ
Phelan. Football fans can get their pigskin fix

Eagle Houston traces roots to early LGBTQ movement.

viathe bar’s big screens broadcasting

NFL games, and the affable clientele almost
guarantees you will be watching the game
among friends.

Recent second-story renovations have added
awrap-around deck perfect for al fresco alco-
hol consumption, and the upstairs
Phoenix Room has its own bar surrounded
by large murals paying tribute to Houston’s
LGBTQhistory.

Eagle Houston is also the site of the Mr. Texas
Eagle contest, in which leather enthusiasts vie
to advance to the national Mr. Leather compe-
tition in Chicago.

You can cap off your visit by visiting the Eagle
Trading Co. boutique that vends goods from
brands such as Mr. S Leather, Tribal Son, and
Ox Balls, and offers leather tailoring and repair.
Pick up some toys or jewelry for your mister, or
show your love by scoring some Eagle Houston
swag to wear (or take off!) around town.

Butleather couture, mean martinis, and cre-
ative beats aren’t what brings ’em back to Eagle
Houston night after night. The people—from
the lively regulars to the quick-witted drink-
slingers behind the bar—are what make the
atmosphere at Eagle Houston so addictive.

—Joanna O’Leary

CLUB OR RESTAURANT
WITH BEST HAPPY HOUR
Eagle Houston

Finalists: Bayou City Bar and Girill,
George's Country Sports Bar,
Guava Lamp, JR's Bar & Grill
FAVORITE BRAND
OF BEER

Bud Light
Finalists: 8th Wonder,
Karbach, St. Arnold,
Stella Artois

CLUB OR RESTAURANT
WITH THE BEST
MARGARITA

El Tiempo Cantina

Finalists: Bayou City Bar and Grill,
Gloria’s Latin Cuisine, Guava Lamp

CLUB OR RESTAURANT
WITH THE BEST MARTINI
Guava Lamp————>
Finalists: Anvil, Eagle Houston,

JR's, Riva's, Eagle Houston

OutSmartMagazine.com |

FAVORITE BRAND
OF LIQUOR

Tito’s Handmade
Vodka

Finalists: Crown Royal,
Dripping Springs Vodka,
Maker’s Mark

FAVORITE WINE BAR
Bar Boheme

Finalists: 13 Celsius,

Guava Lamp, Max’s Wine Dive
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OCTAVIO BARRIOS, M.D.

I ADULT PRIMARY CARE
I www.doctorbarrios.com |

Boarp CERTIFIED
AMERICAN BoaArD
oF FamiLy MEDICINE

BY APPOINTMENT
SAME DAY AVAILABLE
FOR ACUTE ILLNESS

Ask us about

PrEP Today!
HIV Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis

OCTAVIO BARRIos MD

MOST INSURANCES
ACCEPTED

OutvSmart
GAYEST& BEST PHYSICIAN
REATEST
Lucia MANGLE ARNOLD, ) 2013-2017
MPAS, PA-C X FINALIST

Renaissance Family Clinic
517 West Gray St.« 713.942.7546
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Gavests
GREATEST

Sunday Worship 9 & 11 am * Nursery » Handicap Accessible

11 am - Spanish & Deaf Interpretation, Youth & Teen Program

2025 West 11th Street, Houston, Texas 77008 « 713-861-3149
www._ResurrectionMCC.org ®i
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Voted One of the
Best Import Auto
Dealerships by the
Readers of OutSmart
Magazine 2017.

We have a huge selection of cars, SUVs and crossovers
as well as L/Certified Pre-owned.We provide
ELITE customer service and world-class amenities...
that’s the Sterling McCall Lexus difference.

10235 Southwest Freeway
Houston, TX 77074

Open 8:30a -7:30p
Monday - Saturday
Closed Sundays
Call Denny Holiday
at 713.995.2447 SterlingMcCallLexus.com




Abstract Beauty

For mixed-media painter
Crystal Murley, life imitates art.

ancer cells are irregularly
shaped, obscure, disorganized,
and they grow out of control.

They are also abstract, like
Crystal Murley’s mixed-media
creations. Her upcoming glass seriesisin-
spired by images of these deadly organisms
under a microscope. “Something so awful can
be beautiful, too,” Murley says. “When I saw
the cells on a slide, they were stunning.”

Though she makes abstract art, Murley says
every piece she creates is based on life experi-
ences.

Murley’s grandmother died at 84 from kidney
cancer in June 2016. In the four months pre-
ceding her death, Murley made daily trips from
Houston to her grandmother’s home in Cypress
to look after her for up to 15 hours at a time.
“The past few years have been life-changing,”
Murley says. “Taking care of my grandmother
gave me the momentum to keep doing what
Thave always wanted to do. I keep pushing
forward.”

Murley was interested in art as soon as she
could pick up something to write with. As a
child, she used pens, pencils, and paint on
paper to create her artwork. She now uses
watercolors, acrylics, oils, thread and latex on
boards, canvas, and glass to create pieces rang-
ing from 4-by-4-foot paintings to customized
belt buckles.

The artist is currently pursuing a master’s
degree in fine art at Houston Baptist
University. Her end goal is to teach college-
level art classes.

FAVORITE
LOCAL
FEMALE
ARTIST

L (tie)

In 2006, Murley graduated from the Uni-
versity of Houston with a bachelor’s degree in
painting. She started bartending in 2001 to put
herselfthrough undergraduate school, and she
currently works at F Bar two nights a week to
fund her art supplies and studio. “A lot of people
know me as just abartender,” Murley says.
“They’re always surprised when they find out
thatI'm an artist.”

Although she considers herself introverted
and reclusive, Murley has made her share of
friends. Regular customers have followed her
tovarious bars over the years because they
enjoy her drinks.

Murley began showcasing and selling her

artwork in 2006. Once or twice ayear, she
hosts open studios at her Crystal Murley Art
gallery, where she displays her work and the
work of other artists at what she calls “big art
parties” for her friends.

All of Murley’s events have benefited LGBTQ
nonprofits, including the Rainbow Founda-
tion, the Diana Foundation, Wonka Soiree, and
more—with up to 20 percent of her commis-
sion income and some of her art going to the
charities. “I believe in donating. It is something
that I feel strongly about,” Murley says. “I'm
glad thatI can use my art to give back and pay it
forward.” —Lourdes Zavaleta

FAVORITE LOCAL
MALE ACTOR
Kyle Sturdivant

Nathan Cruz, Mark vy

= &

FAVORITE LOCAL
FEMALE ACTRESS
Tamarie Cooper
Finalists: Holland Vavra, Pamela
Vogel, Teresa Zimmermann

FAVORITE LOCAL
FEMALE FINE ARTIST
Crystal Murley (tie)
Kiki Neumann (tie)
Finalists: Nancy Adams,

FINE ARTIST
Ryan Fugate (tie)

Stephanie Gonzalez Maybach, John Palmer

Finalists: Austin Abernathy,

FAVORITE LOCAL MALE
Wood Fancher (tie)

Finalists: J. Antonio Farfan, Jumper

FAVORITE HOUSTON
MUSEUM

Museum of Fine Arts,
Houston

Finalists: Buffalo Soldier’s
Museum, Menil Collection,
Holocaust Museum Houston,
Houston Museum of Natural
Science

BEST LOCAL EQUITY
THEATER

Stages Repertory
Theatre

Finalists: Alley Theatre,
The Catastrophic Theatre,

Obsidian Art Space, Rec Room

BEST PERFORMING
ARTS COMPANY

Alley Theatre ——>
Finalists: Houston Grand Opera,
Stages Repertory Theatre
Theatre Under The Stars

BEST ART GALLERY/

PLACE TO BUY ARTWORK
Archway Gallery

Finalists: Elder Street Artist Lofts, Space
Montrose, John Palmer Art Gallery &
Studio, Jumper Maybach Fine Art

OutSmartMagazine.com |

BEST COMMUNITY
DANCE COMPANY
Houston Ballet

Finalists: Pilot Dance Project, The
T.R.U.T.H. Project

BEST REGIONAL EQUITY
THEATRE COMPANY
Alley Theatre

Finalist: Theatre Under The Stars
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Thank you OutSmart readers

for voting us Best Architects! Clairvoya nt Tarot
READINGS by L.A.
OutvSmart
,G]BYEST& Here is what one client has to say:
GREATEST “As aprofessional forecaster

myself, I can attest to L.A. Brown’s
remarkable ability to “see” the

M . . d future. She’s as insightful as she is
O rnlng s1ae delightful, whether she’s amazing
Ar Chi te Ct S my party guests or givingme a
713.529.2630 personal reading, L.A. is spot-on
www.morningsidearchitects.com with her predictions...and she goes

out alot farther than

my 10-day forecast!”

— Frank Billingsley
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« Community Events & Visitor Information

Entertainment

To schedule your reading
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+ GLBT-affirming Resources
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MONTROSE A service of the
ll‘ CENTER Montrose Counseling Center « HIV & STD Info
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P YOU JIAVE / 5 | Holiday Gift Ideas

Silverlust will be reducing the prices of its inventory by
1/3 effective immediately thru December 31st. We have
been fortunate and would like to pass on this good fortune.
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services of Gulf Coast Veteri-
nary Specialists (GCVS) knows,
they are as good as it gets in pet
medicine. Because the hospital
is open 24 hours, many of Houston’s animal
emergencies land on their doorstep. And it’s no
wonder this remarkable team of profession-
als—people who save pets’ lives around the
clock—took first place in OurSmarT’s Gayest
& Greatest Awards for Pet Emergency Care in
Houston.

Situated near the Galleria, the hospital suf-
fered severe flooding during Tropical Storm
Harvey, so that location remains closed. Most
of the hospital’s services are now available
at 3800 Southwest Freeway, near Lakewood
Church.

GCVSisone ofthe largest veterinary
hospitals in the U.S. The spectrum of special-

A s anyone who has used the

The Cat’s Pajamas

Gulf Coast Veterinary Specialists
provides top-notch care around the clock.

BEST PET
EMERGENCY

CARE
CENTER

ties practiced here is breathtaking, with 14
different departments including cardiology,
dermatology, neurology, and oncology. There
are 58 doctors under its umbrella, including 27
board-certified specialists, and more than 175
caring support staff.

The mission is simple: to help families and
their pets through the application of the high-
est-quality, most comprehensive care available
for companion animals.

The professionals at this clinic also under-
stand how deeply we love our animals. Espe-
cially in the LGBTQ community, we often view
them as family members or children. We suffer
terribly when they become ill. GCVS moves
mountains with their medical expertise as well
as their kindness toward clients. This kind of
compassionate service can make a world of dif-
ference at a difficult time.

BEST DOGGIE
DAY CARE
Molly’s Mutt

of'the Friends For Life animal
shelter, and knows more about
pet care than many vets. She
and her team of volunteers cared
for all the pets at the George R.
Brown Convention Center when
it was turned into a city-wide
shelter for Harvey survivors and
their beloved animals. Almost
700 animals arrived in the first
24 hours, and another 1,500
were processed after that.

Like other veterinarians in Houston, many
GCVS staff members volunteered to help fol-
lowing Harvey. One who worked with Shuttles-
worth’s army at the downtown shelter left the
team speechless.

“Dr. Katie Hedrick, with GCVS, was one of our
volunteer vets, and one night she was presented
with averyill kitten. The kitten was dehydrat-
ed, malnourished and barely clinging to life.

“Dr. H. inserted a catheter directly into the
kitten’s bone to save her,” Shuttlesworth adds.
“Itis adifficult catheter placement in the best
of circumstances. Dr. H. was cool, collected
and—by the light of a cellphone on a folding
table—made it happen on the first try. It was
beautiful.”

Did it save the kitten? Today she is happy,
playful, and healthy. The shelter team named
her Oreo. She is pictured above and available
for adoption at Friends for Life.

Salise Shuttlesworth is the executive director —Kim Hogstrom
BEST FEMALE VETERINARIAN BEST PLACE BEST PET
Hilary Granson/ TO BUY PET EMERGENCY
Urban Animal SUPPLIES CARE CENTER
Veterinary Hospital (tie) PetSmart Gulf Coast Animal

House

Finalists: John Andrews,
The Best Little Dog House,
Dogtopia, The Pet Spa

BEST PLACE TO

ADOPT A PET

Houston SPCA ——>
Finalists: BARC, Citizens

for Animal Protection,

Friends For Life

Danielle Rosser/West
Alabama Animal Clinic (tie)
Finalists: Christie Cornelius,
Catherine Powell

BEST MALE
VETERINARIAN

Richard Clive/

Midtown Animal Clinic
Finalists: David Campbell,
Douglas S. Dawson, Larry White

Finalists: Amazon,

Molly’s Mutt House, PetCo

BEST PET

GROOMING

SERVICE

Molly’s Mutt House
Finalists: Best Little Dog House
in Texas, Heights Grooming,
John Andrews The Pet Spa

OutSmartMagazine.com

Emergency Hospital
Finalists: Urban Animal Veterinary
Hospital, VERGI Houston

BEST PET

WALKING AND
PET-SITTING SERVICE
Mary Puppins

Pet Care

Finalists: Shelby Kibodeaux, Wag!
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Any Showroom item
from our showroom
over $200.

281-895-1339

VillagePlumbing.com

Featuring Top Brands:

Aqua Brass  And More!

%itchen & Bath Showroom

Plumbing ° Air Conditioning * Appliance Repair

MP122 TACLB34739E

5403 Kirby Dr. | Houston, TX 77005

M-F 9am-5pm Sat. 9am-4pm
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Don't let yourself get
bogged down with taxes,

Leave your troubles at my door!!

« 20+ Years Experience « Preparation of Financial Statements to third parties
« Monthly & Quarterly Payroll Tax Returns  « General Ledger packages—Quick Books, etc.

+ Local & State Government Filing « My office or yours!

« Arbitration with IRS « Proud member of EPAH

w OutvSmart H
o= Gary M.Gritz,cpa
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT
Specializing in Personal & Business Accounting Services

Call (713) 784-3030

230 Westcott, Suite 210 « Houston, Texas 77019
WWW.GARYMGRITZPC.COM « GGYANKSSS@AOL.COM

{(GREATEST

VOTED
Best Accounting and
Bookkeeping Service

High Quality
Compassionate Care

BIFIG

& ASSOCIATES

Voted One of the Best Psychiatrists ‘
— OutSmart 2& 1-2017 Readers’ Choice

Barry F. Gritz, Mm.D.
Psychiatrist

Diplomate of the American Board
of Psychiatry and Neurology

Christine Wysong,
RN, PMHNP, BC
Nurse Practitioner
Board Certified

Access to Providers via Cell Phone 24/7

713/869-7400
230 Westcott, Suite 210, Houston, Texas 77007
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munity for over 15 years.

After opening as a cafe in 2002, the store
evolved into a more clothing-centric estab-
lishment. Today, Hollywood Super Center
is focused primarily on erotic playthings—
from vanilla to kink, and every flavor in

between.

“We offer awide selection of supple-
ments, lubricants, swimwear, underwear,
and activewear, too,” O’Rourke says.

That’s all pretty standard fare for a
sex shop in a queer neighborhood. But
there are also plenty of options for more

advanced tastes.

“We offer home items such as shower bidets,
play sheets for the boudoir—even swing
stands,” O’Rourke says. “My favorite is our
14-gauge steel-frame stand.”

Ifyou’re confused about the nature of some
of those items, the staff at Hollywood Super

Center is ready to help.

“Our staffis friendly, informative, and as-
sisting,” O’Rourke says. “We allow our guests

BEST ASTROLOGER
Lilly Roddy

Finalist: Kevin Casey

BEST COPY/PRINT SHOP
Copy.com
Finalists: 2 Day Post Cards

BEST GROCERY STORE
HEB

Finalists: Central Market, Kroger,
Trader Joe's, Whole Foods

BEST JEWELRY STORE
Silverlust

Finalists: Select Jewelers, Tenenbaum
Jewelers, Zadok Jewelers

) he mostinteresting question I got
today was, ‘Does that go in your |
butt?”” says James O’Rourke, i
owner of Hollywood Super Center.

And it’s a fair question, really. The gay-
owned establishment, situated at 2409
Grant St.in Montrose, has been servic-
ing—or rather, serving—the LGBTQ com-

Lasting Pleasures

st '\
PLACE TO
& BUYEROTIC
¥ pravraIvGs [EEISE

DALTON DEHART

helpful.”

BEST LIQUOR STORE
Spec’s Wine, Spirits,
and Finer Foods

Finalists: Economy Liquor, Goody
Goody Liquor, Total Wine & More

BEST MEN'S

CLOTHING STORE

Jos. A. Bank

Finalists: Balani Custom Clothiers,

The Ivy League, Lucho

BEST WOMEN'’S
CLOTHING STORE
Tootsies

Finalists: Anthropologie,
Saks Fifth Ave.

BEST PLACE TO BUY
CELLULAR PHONES
Premier Wireless
Finalists: Apple Store,
AT&T Verizon

to navigate the store at their own comfort.
Ifyou’re seeking assistance in areas you're
uncomfortable with, we’ll do our best to be

Once upon atime, Montrose contained more
erotic-themed stores per capitathan any
other Houston neighborhood. However, as
the area started to gentrify, many of those
businesses closed.

BEST PLACE TO BUY
EROTIC PLAYTHINGS
Hollywood Super
Center

Finalists: Adam & Eve, Eagle
Houston, Erotic Cabaret,
The Montrose Forge

BEST PLACE

TO BUY EYEWEAR

The Eye Gallery
Finalists: Eye Contact, Eye To Eye

FOCUS, Spectacles, River Oaks Vision

BEST SPECIALTY
FOOD STORE

Central Market
Finalists: Phoenicia, Sprouts,
Spec’s, Whole Foods Market

BEST LOCAL HOTEL
Hotel Zaza

Finalists: Aloft Hotel Galleria,
JW Marriott Houston Downtown,
The Sam Houston Hotel

Hollywood Super Center marks 15 years in an ever-changing market.

=gl [ R S
I; E

James says retailers that focus on erotic
. playthings still face stiff competition (no
pun intended), but Hollywood Super Center
has evolved with the times.

“We opened as a cafe/bookshop [at] 2409
Grant,” he says. “From there, we expanded
= andrelocated the shop to 807 Fairview. At
Fairview, we focused on toys, books, and
DVDs. We explored the clothing market at
thatlocation, and again we grew.

“From Fairview, we relocated back to
2409 Grant,” he adds. “We occupied the
W space nearest Converse with an expanded
I clothing selection. [But by that time, we]
noticed that the community’s needs had
changed. DVDs, books, magazines, and
Pride novelty items became less desired.
We have since downsized as demand
shifted. We now occupy a center space at
the same shopping center.”

Although most merchandise at Hollywood
Super Center is geared toward men—such
asits selection of underwear, swimsuits, and
jockstraps—the store has items to satisfy every
need. And if you’re nervous about shopping in
person, you can browse the selection
online at HollywoodSuperCenter.com.
Whether it goes on your body or in it,
you're sure to find something that brings
you pleasure.

)
b

—Ryan Leach
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BEST AUTO BODY SHOP
Montrose
Automotive Center
Finalists: RMS Auto Care,

River Oaks Paint & Body

BEST DOMESTIC

AUTO DEALERSHIP
Central Houston
Cadillac

Finalists: Classic Chevrole Knapp
Chevrolet, Planet Ford/Lincoln,
Russell & Smith Ford

BEST AUTO MECHANIC
Tech Auto

Finalists: Montrose Car Care,
RMS Auto Care

BEST IMPORT AUTO
DEALERSHIP

Advantage BMW
Finalists: Alfa Romeo/Fiat of Clear
Lake, Audi Central, Land Rover
Houston Central, Mini of Clear

BEST CAR WASH/
AUTO DETAILING
Mister Carwash
Finalists: Aqua Hand Car Wash,
Upper Kirby Car Wash

Lake, Momentum Mini, Sterling
McCall Lexus
67
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Not Fiddling Around

Harmony Strings features

top-notch musicians—and
they love gay weddings.

elody Kelly, who co-
founded Harmony Strings
with other professional,
degreed musicians in
2002, says she’s noticed
something different about same-sex weddings.

“They are more free, happy, and joyous,” she
says. “At gay weddings, the couples seem to be
more present. They seem grateful for the expe-
rience, and they’re changing up the norms—for
example, who walks down the aisle.”

Harmony Strings is an all-female string
quartet that had been performing together for
more than a decade when Joyce Tipton and
Lucy Moyer booked them following the U.S.
Supreme Court’s landmark 2015 ruling that
legalized same-sex marriage throughout the
country.

“It was memorable because they planned this
wedding the day the Supreme Court decision
was made,” recalls Kelley. “It was a wish come
true for them, and our string quartet was so
honored to be a part of their joyous wedding
celebration.”

The wedding service in the backyard of the
couple’s home in Fulshear, Texas, included the
followinglines from the concluding paragraph
of Justice Anthony Kennedy’s 28-page major-
ity opinion: “No union is more profound than
marriage, for it embodies the highest ideals of
love, fidelity, devotion, sacrifice, and family. In

BEST
WEDDING/

EVENTLIVE

MUSIC

forming a marital union, two people become
something greater than once they were.”

Harmony Strings can perform for weddings
as a duo (violin and cello), trio (violin, viola,
and cello), or a quartet (two violins, viola, and
cello).

“I explain that a string quartet gives you the
fullest sounds, similar to a choir with the so-
prano, alto, tenor, and bass lines for each song,
or piece,” says Kelley.

The group’s repertoire as a duo or trio is
strictly classical, but the quartet also performs
music by solo artists such as John Legend, Be-
yoncé, Bruno Mars, Ellie Goulding, and Adele;
bands including U2, Coldplay, and Queen; the
Broadway musicals Hamilton, The Phantom of
the Opera, and others; themes from TV shows
such as Game of Thrones, Friends, and Star
Trek: The Next Generation; and movie music
thatincludes Up, Stars Wars, and Beauty

and the Beast.

With three months’ notice, the group will
learn anew song at no extra cost.

“We love learning new music,” says Kelley.

Harmony Strings also performs for other
events, from a Scotch-tasting to private parties
and the annual Houston SPCA gala.

“However, our passion and specialty will
always be weddings,” says Kelley.

“When it comes to weddings, we are ex-
perts at tailoring the music to the moment,”
she adds. “We’ve all heard horror stories
of live music suddenly screeching to a halt,
disrupting an otherwise beautiful wedding
ceremony. With Harmony Strings, you can
rest assured that your wedding music will flow
seamlessly from one song to the next, and it
will sound as if each song was composed for
just that moment in time.”—Don Maines

BEST WEDDING/EVENT
VENUE

1940 Air

Terminal Museum (tie)
Water’s Edge (tie)
Finalists: The Astorian, The
Centennial Gardens, Haak
Vineyards, House of Blues,

JW Marriott Downtown

BEST WEDDING
PHOTOGRAPHER
Dalton DeHart (tie)
Vyonne Feece (tie)
Finalist: Jenna Routh
Photography

BEST WEDDING/EVENT
PLANNER

Lauren Burnham,
EventSmith

Finalists: Claudia de Velasco/A
Day To Remember, David
Alcorta Catering, Jerred Bridges,
Jim Benton of Houston, Taylor
DeMartino/live! Event Design

BEST WEDDING

CAKE BAKERY

Who Made the Cake
Finalists: The Acadian Bakers,
David Alcorta, Catering,
Dessert Gallery

BEST WEDDING/

EVENT CATERING FIRM
David Alcorta Catering
Finalists: Adrian Perez/
Complete Eats, Jim Benton of

Houston, Melange Catering

BEST WEDDING/
EVENT VIDEOGRAPHER
Seventh Ray Films
Finalists: Love Captured
Productions, Pixel Studio

Productions

BEST WEDDING/

EVENT DJ

JD Arnold

Finalists: Bradley David Janacek,
LG Entertainment, PB & DJ Events

BEST WEDDING/

EVENT FLORIST

Dream Bouquet

Finalists: Glenwood Weber,

Petals by Design, Rexberry Luxury
Weddings & Events, Ronnie Seibert

OutSmartMagazine.com |

BEST WEDDING/
EVENT LIVE MUSIC
Harmony Strings
Finalists: Divisi Strings, Houston
Heights Orchestra

BEST PLACE TO RENT/
BUY FORMAL WEAR
Al's Formal Wear
Finalists: League Men's Shop,
Men’s Wearhouse

BEST PLACE TO

POP THE QUESTION

New York City

Finalists: Grand Canyon, Las Vegas
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YoU’RE INVITED

2017 HIV & Aging Coalition

Christmas Party

DECEMBER 2ND - 7:00 PM

MONTROSE CENTER Over
40| BRANARD STREET, IST FLOOR 50
HousTtonN, TX 77006 HIV+

SPONSORED BY

Momrose HOLIDAYg®

4R0U° 5P°Ns°

OutvSmart

Houston’ ’s LGBTQ Magazine

> )

Lunch: M-F 11-2pm

Dinner M- Sat. 5-11 BOOKYOUR ‘
$or I
Sunday Brunch 11-3pm HOLIDAY PARTY, NOW! 281.610.8190

3131 Eastside St. ® Suite 415

Limited Evening Appointments Available
J Se Habla Espario\J

DRGarzaMD.com

2521 BAGBY AT McGOWEN

713.521.7231 * www.charivarirest.com
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It’s time to end
the epidemic.

Since the early 1980s, an estimated 36 million people have
died from AIDS-related illnesses. Houston has the most
people living with HIV/AIDS in Texas, a reality with vast
consequences. In 2016, Legacy Community Health and

partners launched END HIV Houston (END) — a city-wide
campaign endorsed by Mayor Turner to strategically
stop the spread of HIV.

Join us for the beginning of the END of HIV.

World AIDS Day Vigil
Friday, December 1, 2017
6:00 pm — 7:00 pm
Legacy Community Health
1415 California Street, Houston, TX 77006

LegacyCommunityHealth.org | endhivhouston.org
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Olympic Mettle

Greg Louganis takes the podium
at Houston World AIDS Day Luncheon.

en Greg Louganis, the openly gay
four-time Olympic gold medalist,
was diagnosed with HIV in 1988,

there was only one highly toxic drug treat-
ment available: Zidovudine, known as AZT.

“I expected tolive three years,” Louganis tells
OuTSMART. “Thank goodness I didn’t read all
the possible side effects; I probably wouldn’t
be here.”

Louganis will keynote the AIDS Founda-
tion Houston’s annual World AIDS Day lun-
cheon at the Hilton Post Oak on December 1.

With five world champion-
ships in addition to his four
Olympic golds (and one silver),
the 57-year-old Louganis is
among the most decorated male
divers in history. However, his
career has been punctuated by
the type of secrecy and revelation
that were emblematic of the early
years of the AIDS epidemic. His
1995 best-selling book, Breaking
the Surface, provided a brutally
honest platform from which he
exposed his struggles related to
personal insecurities, relation-
ships, addiction, and the disclo-
sure of his HIV status.

Louganis’ ability to focus
amid adversity (a skill he per-
fected while competing in three
Olympics beginning in 1976, at
the age of 16) was crucial to his
survival, enabling him to cope

By Rich Arenschieldt

with his diagnosis and fame.

Aspainfully detailed in Breaking the
Surface, the years following the 1988 Seoul
Olympics were hellish. An abusive partner,
drug usage, crippling self-doubt combined with
the possibility of a vastly shortened lifespan,
and financial difficulties debilitated one of
the world’s most famous athletes. “The future
looked so bleak that I sold my life insurance
policy, discoveringlater that it was accompa-
nied by a physician’s statement giving me just
six months to live,” says Louganis, who also

OutSmartMagazine.com |

held a “final birthday party” for family and
friendsin 1993.

While many praised Louganis’ courage in
the book (and during a subsequent Barbara
Walters interview), America wasn’t ready to
come to terms with an Olympic superstar who
was also an HIV-positive gay man. As others
garnered endorsements, Louganis (with the
exception of his longtime sponsor, Speedo)
remained a pariah. “Even with my first gold
medals [in 1984], my corporate sponsors and
public-relations people told me to ‘tone down
the gay stuff,” he says.

In 2014, HBO produced the
Emmy-nominated documenta-
ry Back on Board, and Louganis
resurfaced. Thirty years after
his first Olympic gold medal,
Americaproved that it did,
in fact, love Louganis. The
honors and engagements began
to flowin, and largely due to
a43,000-signature petition,
General Mills belatedly be-
stowed Louganis with his own
Wheaties cereal boxin 2016.

Louganis also credits
an expanded social-media
presence with enhancing his
popularity. “I got on Facebook
while I was traveling around
the country in a 40-foot RV,” he
says. “It was a great way to let
my friends know where I was
and what was happening —

©
Finding New Platforms
Gay sports icon Greg Louganis, shown with president Barack Obama in 2015,
staged a “final birthday party” in 1993 because he expected to die from AIDS.
Today, he is as influential as ever, thanks in part to his large social-media following.
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in mylife.”

Louganis has also embraced Instagram
and Twitter, and with the help of his manager,
he has developed significant followings. Ad-
ditionally, Louganis’ mentorship of openly gay
British diver
Tom Daley
has helped
him connect
with people
who weren’t
even alive
when he was
an Olympian.
“I've known
Tom for
years,” Lou-
ganis says.
“Seeing him
grow and
develop has
been won-
derful. He’s
extremely
talented and
very dear
tome.Iwas
especially
touched that,
during the Rio Olympics, he called me during
the competition. He just needed to talk to
someone who understood his situation.”

Asthe dean of gay Olympians, Louganis
advises other divers to stay off social media.
“This is difficult for younger competitors to
do—they are accustomed to interacting with
people in a very public way,” he says. “I also
tell them not to read what others are writing
or saying. None of that matters. At this level of
competition, you have a job to accomplish. Do
your work. You are at the Olympic games; you
must focus.”

Utilizing his considerable fame, Louganis
now champions inclusion and recognition of
all LGBTQ people. “I know alot about the ‘G’
and the ‘LV,” Louganis says. However, the rest
of the LGBTQ community’s many identities
hasrequired him to seek out information
from friends, colleagues, artists, and other
athletes. “Ithas been atremendous discovery
process for me in learning about the bisexual,
transgender, queer/questioning, and intersex
communities,” he says, noting that he appeared
in Larry Kramer’s play, Just Say No, with Al-
exandra Billings, a trans actor best known for
starring in Amazon’s Transparent series.

“During the play’s run, Alexandra, Larry,
and I spent alot of time together,” he says. “We
discussed everything. Larry is brilliant and
completely open about his HIV status, and
Alexandrais married to a woman—something
that made conversations very interesting.
Getting to know her and discover her story was




revelatory to me.”

Louganis says he has “learned an entirely
new language that dignifies and respects the
concerns of those confronting a variety of
issues. “The fluidity with which young people
approach and comprehend gender, sex, orienta-
tion, and self-identification is fascinating,”
he says.

In addition
to working
with younger
people, Louga-
nis’ celeb-
rity status has
granted him
access to cor-
porate Amer-
ica, where he
advocates for
best practices
that promote
LGBTQ
workplace
inclusion.
“There are no
[current] male

Give PrEP a Shot!

Learn more about HPTN 083, a research study comparing the effectiveness
of injections and oral tablets to prevent HIV.

©
Plunging Ahead

GIVEPREPASHOT.ORG

American

Olympians

open about

their homo- ARE YOU: -HIVnegative,

sexuality,” * Aman (assigned male gender at birth), or a transgender woman, who has sex with men,

+ Age 18 or older, and
* Able to attend study visits where this study is being conducted?

Louganis says.
“Corporations, through their sponsorships [of
LGBTQathletes], need to allow people to be
their authentic selves.”

YOU MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR A * Free and confidential HIV/STI testing,

In addition to his other engagements, Lou-
ganis was recently named sports director for
the Red Bull Cliff-Diving World Series, and he’s
preparing tolaunch a clothingline. “That is
something I've wanted to do for along time,” he
says. “Even at 57,1 go to the gym and do yoga—
both activities I consider just as important as
taking my daily medication.”

Other pending projects include a feature-
length biopic. Asked who he would choose
to portray him, Louganis chuckles: “Well, I
just saw American Assassin. Dylan O’Brien
wouldn’t be abad choice.”

Aline from Louganis’ book encapsulates
his philosophy: “I may cry easily, but I never
give up.”

“I'm an empath; I absorb everyone’s energy,
good or bad,” Louganis says. “However, rather
than living ‘in a problem,’ life has taught me to
move forward on the platform, focus, and take
steps toward a solution.”

What: AIDS Foundation Houston
World AIDS Day Luncheon
When: Champagne reception at 11:30 a.m.,
luncheon at noon on December 1
Where: Hilton Post Oak, 2001 Post Oak Blvd.
Tickets: AIDSHelp.org

Rich Arenschieldt is a frequent contributor
to OUTSMART magazine.

RESEARCH STUDY THAT FEATURES:

This HIV prevention research study is funded by
the U.S. National Institutes of Health (NIH) through
the HIV Prevention Trials Network (HPTN)

* Free counseling and referrals, and
+ Compensation for study procedures

HPTN

HIV Prevention
Trials Network

Give Prep A Shot
Houston HPTN CLININCAL Research Site
Call or text: (847) PrEP HTX (847.773.7489)
Email: PrEPHouston@uth.tmc.edu

Call me NOW for all
of your real estate
needs!

1712 KipLING
MLS# 1233952

TIM SURRATT

713.320.5881

surratt@greenwoodking.com

GREENWOOD KING
PROPERTIES
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Capturing a Crisis

Pioneering activist Tori
Williams is now working
to document Houston

AIDS history.

By Andrew Edmonson

en Tori Williams moved to Hous-
tonin 1982, she wondered if she’d
made amistake. Watching TV

while unpacking, she saw local news reports
of the Ku Klux Klan marching on Houston
City Hall in protest after mayor Kathy Whit-
mire appointed Lee Brown as the city’s first
African-American police chief. On talk radio,
Williams heard male callers saying that they
wouldn’t allow African-American officers to
pull over their wives.

“My first thought was, “What the heck have
Idone?”” sherecalls.

Fortunately, she persisted, and Houston’s
LGBTQand HIV/AIDS communities are
much richer for her presence. Over the last
four decades, Williams has been a quiet but
formidable leader, founding three thriving
nonprofits, inspiring and mentoring people
with HIV to become activists, and providing
tireless service to people living with—and dy-
ing from—AIDS.

‘An Extremely Clear Vision”

In 1986, at the height of the AIDS crisis, Wil-
liams launched Pet Patrol, a nonprofit group
that still enables low-income individuals
challenged by significant illness to keep their
companion pets.

A decade later, she took what she had
learned from managing volunteer AIDS care
teams and co-founded AssistHers with Renee
Tappe. The organization’s mission is to provide
anetwork of support to lesbian women strug-
gling with chronic or disabling illness.

And in 2015, she and Sarah Canby Jackson,
archivist for Harris County, co-founded The
Oral History Project to collect, preserve, and
make available the painful, heroic, and inspir-
ing experiences of people impacted by the HIV/
AIDS epidemic in Houston.

Inher day job for the last 18 years, Williams

(G]

Archiving the Epidemic

Tori Williams (r) co-founded The Oral History Project with Sarah Canby Jackson.
They are pictured with Lee Pecht of the Woodson Research Center, which is housing the project’s materials.

has served as director of the Office of Support
for the Houston Ryan White Planning Council,
helping to disburse federal monies for HIV/
AIDS care. In this capacity, she has run Project
L.E.A.P,the most comprehensive advocacy
training program in the nation for HIV-posi-
tive individuals.

“I am fortunate to have Tori’s presence in
my life,” says AIDS activist Steven Vargas, a
graduate of Project L.E.A.P. who went on to
serve as chair of both the Ryan White Planning
Council and the Latino HIV Task Force. “I give
the majority of my thanks for the work and
instruction she has carefully planned over the
last two decades.”

Inrecognition of her service to the LGBTQ
community, Williams was named grand
marshal of Houston’s Pride parade in 2000.
Her girlish charm and low-key charisma belie
alaser-like focus and an ability to execute
projects swiftly and efficiently.

“Torialways has an extremely clear vision
of what she wants, where she wants to go,
and how she wants to get there,” says Tappe,

OutSmartMagazine.com |

co-founder of AssistHers. “When something
comes along that might be considered a speed
bump, she works around it.”

“She is a professional’s professional, mak-
ing surei’s are dotted and t’s are crossed,” says
Houston immigration attorney Ann Pinchak,
who serves on the board of The Oral History
Project. “She keeps people excited about our
great work.”

Finding Her Voice

Bornin 1954 in Connecticut, she attended the
fabled Miss Porter’s School, whose alumna
include Gloria Vanderbilt and Lilly Pulitzer.
Shelived in aroom at the school that was
previously occupied by one of its most famous
graduates, Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy Onas-
sis. “The reason that I knew [it was Jackie’s
room] is that she scratched her initials on the
window,” Williams recalls.

Many might assume that an elite finish-
ing school simply prepares a woman to marry
well and raise a family. “What happens in an
all-girls school is that girls learn to speak up —
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CAPTURING A CRISIS

continued from previous page

and speak out. Theylearn to do math and sci-
ence,” recalls Williams. “It’s an environment
where women thrive.

“SoIgraduated from there and went to
college at Lawrence University in the Midwest.
Iwas shocked that my Lawrence roommate
wouldn’t ask a question in class,” she adds. “I
think that I was shocked by them, and they
were shocked by me. I realized how lucky I had
beento be in an environment where women
were treated as smart and purposeful.”

Launching Pet Patrol

After finishing her master’s degree in social
work at the University of Wisconsin in 1981,
she decamped to Texas to work for Lutheran
Refugee Services.

In Houston, she volunteered at a women’s
production company specializing in lesbian-
themed music, and got to know a wide circle of
people. She developed friends in both the femi-
nist movement and the sanctuary movement
for Central American refugees.

When gay men in her apartment complex
began dying in the mid-1980s, she volunteered
for AIDS Foundation Houston, conducting
intake interviews to assess patients’ needs.
She discovered that if people with AIDS had
pets, their top priorities consistently included
making sure their animals were taken care of
ifthey became incapacitated.

“So Ithought, “Well, I can take care of pets.’
Istarted leaving my phone number and said,
‘If you go into the hospital and need help with
your pet, call me.” And they did.

“Pretty soon, I had lots of calls,” Williams
adds. “I started reaching out to my friends—
mostly my lesbian friends—and they started
taking in lots of cats and dogs.”

One of her friends began referring to
the group as the “pet patrol,” and Williams
launched a nonprofit using that name and a
grant from alocal dog-show organization.

“We have one of the biggest dog shows in
the world here,” she says. “They had abig din-
ner, and they raised the money.”

The Pet Patrol included 17 veterinarians
who donated time and resources, as well as
hundreds of volunteers and, at one point, 400
active clients.

“In Pet Patrol, I went into people’s homes,”
Williams says. “That made you understand
HIVreally fast. Iwent into homes where you
could push the clients over with a feather—
where this dog or cat was the longest relation-
ship that they’d had in their lives. They were
desperate. The people with AIDS became very
isolated and very lonely, and these pets were
their lifeline.”

Williams recalls how the first Pet Patrol
volunteers often signed up because they didn’t
know anyone with HIV, but realized how much
their own pets meant to them. “Six months



later, these same volunteers would be rabid
advocates for their client, whom they now con-
sidered to be avalued friend,” she says.

Preserving history

In 2015, the American Academy of HIV
Medicine published a report warning that 32
percent of the nation’s HIV clinicians would
retire over the next decade. A search of univer-
sity libraries in the Houston arearevealed that
they contained no oral histories or theses on
the history of AIDS in Harris County.

Realizing that the history of the AIDS cri-
sisin Southeast Texas could easily vanish if it
was not soon captured, Williams joined forces
with Jackson to found The Oral History Proj-
ect. They set an ambitious goal: to capture 100
oral histories of physicians, activists, political
and religiousleaders, and others.

Jackson brought Rice University’s presti-
gious Woodson Research Center to the table
so that Rice could serve as the repository for
the oral histories, make them available to
academics doing research, and feature them
online. Williams recruited a cadre of passion-
ate volunteers, and lined up sponsors including
Legacy Community Health, the John Steven
Kellett Foundation, Gayle and Corvin Alstot,
and the Montrose Center (which serves as the
fiscal agent for the project).

“My hope for The Oral History Project is
that this collection of oral histories will bring
understanding and possibly healing in re-
sponse to what happened, especially during the
early years of the AIDS crisis,” Williams says.

“Many of us changed bed linens in the
public hospitals, fed patients, and even made
sure that people didn’t die alone,” she says. “We
have to capture that time to remember, honor
those people who went before us, and learn
from it. What we learn from the interviews
may help us respond more effectively, and more
humanely, to a future crisis.”

The Oral History Project is offto a flying
start. In early 2017, it was honored by the Hous-
ton Press with its prestigious MasterMind
Award for its “unique and impressive contribu-
tions” to the community.

When she is not volunteering, Williams
canbe found spending time with a close-knit
circle of friends, or curled up in her Heights
home watching TV, surrounded by her two cats
and two big dogs—all of them rescue animals.

Thirty-five years after her arrival in Texas,
her attitude toward the Bayou City has evolved.
“Ireallylove Houston, and there’s no other
place that I would want to live, ever,” she says.
“It’s such an interesting mix of everything and
everyone. It’s such arich place forideas and
people.”

Andrew Edmonson won the Award of Special
Merit from the Texas Chapter of the National
Lesbian and Gay Journalists Association. He
serves as a board member for The Oral History
Project.
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Participants reflect on
the groundbreaking
1977 women's
conference in Houston.

By Andrew Edmonson
Photo by Glynda Robbins

twas alandmark event for both the wom-
en’s and LGBTQ movements in America.
Forty years ago this month, 20,000

women descended on downtown Houston to
formulate a plan for advancing gender equality
at the National Women’s Conference (NWC). It
remains the only national women’s convention
to be sponsored by the federal government, and
itaddressed adizzying 26 topics ranging from
combating domestic violence and improv-
ing access to credit, to child care and issues
impacting minorities and the elderly.

The four-day November 1977 conference is
among three of the most significant feminist
gatherings in American history, along with the
1848 convention in Seneca Falls, New York,
and the Women’s March of January 21, 2017,
when Trump’s inauguration brought millions
to the streets throughout the world.

“You could just feel the room and the reac-
tion, and just how powerful the message [was
with all of those] women coming together,”
state senator Sylvia Garcia (D-Houston)
says of the 1977 conference. “It was the first
time we had ever done it—or at least in our
lifetimes.”

Despite daunting odds, delegates to the
National Women’s Conference approved a
plank calling for “legislation to eliminate dis-
crimination on the basis of sexual preference
and repeal state laws restricting private sexual
behavior between consenting adults.”

“Itfelt as if you were part of one of those
moments where you could feel the world
changing just alittle bit,” says former Houston
mayor Annise Parker, who was then a 21-year-
old student at Rice University. “The kinds of
gains that we've achieved since 1977 are the
reason that I was able to become mayor.”

The NWC was indeed a turning point in
the culture wars that continue today, drawing

bright lines around what would become two of
the most polarizing issues in American public
life: the right of women to access safe and legal
abortion, and the struggle for LGBTQ equality.
Smithsonian.com has referred to the event as
“The 1977 Conference on Women’s Rights that
Split Americain Two.”

‘The Lavender Menace’
The 1970s was a heady decade for the Ameri-
can women’s movement. In 1972, the Equal
Rights Amendment passed Congress over-
whelmingly with bipartisan support. President
Richard Nixon immediately endorsed the bill.
Inspired by a U.N. conference in Mexico
City in 1975 celebrating the International
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Flying High
Trailblazing
Houston activist
Pokey Anderson
is shown with
balloons that
would be
released after
delegates to

the National
Women's
Conference of
1977 approved
a controversial
gay-rights plank.

Year of the Woman, Nixon’s successor, Gerald
Ford, established a 35-member commission to
make recommendations on promoting gender
equality.

In 1977, president Jimmy Carter tapped a
commission to organize a national women’s
conference, with a series of pre-conferences in
all 50 states and several territories, open to all
women over the age of 16, to elect delegates to
the NWC. The conference’s recommendations
for achieving gender equality would be submit-
ted to the president and Congress.

Congress allocated $5 million in support
of the project. Houston was selected as the site
of the NWC because mayor Fred Hofheinz had
established a Women’s Advocate office, one —
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MOTHERS OF A MOVEMENT

continued from previous page

of'the first such entities in the nation. Nikki
Van Hightower was the first person to hold
this position, and served as the City’s liaison
for the conference.

But some women still felt like second-class
citizens in the American feminist movement.
Inthelate 1960s, Betty Friedan, president of
the National Organization of Women (NOW),
infamously maligned lesbians as “the lavender
menace,” characterizing them as a threat to
the success of the women’s movement.

Pokey Anderson was a trailblaz-
ing 28-year-old Houston activ-
ist who played an extraordinary
leadership role. In March 1977, she
was a member of the first gay delega-
tion invited to the White House. In
June of that year, she was elected
co-chairperson of the National Gay
Task Force.

Anderson still cringes when she
looksback on Friedan’s hostile rheto-
ric. “Betty Friedan just couldn’t stop
talking about why feminism didn’t
include lesbians,” Anderson recalls,
noting that American novelist Rita
Mae Brown had been kicked out of a
NOW chapter for being alesbian.

Parker remembers afear among
some women that their movement
would get bogged down in minority
issues. “One side of the debate said,

‘Let’s focus on a small number of
issues that we can make progress
on,” Parker says. “Others said, ‘No,
[minority] issues are fundamental.
You can’t pick and choose which
rights are important.”

Out-flanking the Right

Beginning months before the NWC, Anderson
and others worked tirelessly to get lesbians
elected as delegates, to lay the groundwork for
passage of a plank calling for LGBTQ equality,
and to raise gay visibility in general. Anderson
says Jean O’Leary, founder of Leshian Femi-
nist Liberation, and Charlotte Bunch, another
member of the National Gay Task Force, also
played key roles in getting the community
organized. “There was no Facebook then, so we
used the ‘Lesbian Underground Communica-
tion Network,” she says. “Between Charlotte
and Jean, [even Army] generals would be in
awe of their prowess.”

Importantly, Anderson says the lesbian
community was able to organize without
right-wing conservatives taking notice. “The
right wing found themselves out-organized, so
they set up their own event at the Astro Arena,
calling it ‘the real women’s conference,” she
recalls. “They had abig ad in the daily paper
talking about how the women at the NWC were
going to pervert their children. It was the time
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of Anita Bryant calling gays ‘human garbage.’
Any hint of acceptance of gay people reeked to
the right wing, and they fought back.”

‘The Place Was Pandemonium’

The NWC event opened with a spectacular
flourish of pageantry. In the run-up to the con-
vention, a torch was carried by a team of relay
runners from Seneca Falls (the site of the first
women’s-rights conference) to Houston. Poet
Maya Angelou penned A Declaration of Senti-
ment, which was signed by thousands and
presented to first lady Rosalynn Carter and
former firstladies Betty Ford and Lady Bird

Johnson. The late Barbara Jordan, a daughter
of Houston’s Fifth Ward and the first African-
American woman elected to the U.S. House

of Representatives from the South, opened
the convention with a rousing keynote ad-
dress. (Although Jordan was a member of the
LGBTQ community, she was not out publicly
at the time.)

The array of powerful American women
from all walks of life attending the conference
included such figures as Friedan, Coretta
Scott King, Gloria Steinem, Ann Richards,
civil-rights pioneer Carmen Delgado Votaw,
actress Jean Stapleton, Lyndon Johnson aide
Liz Carpenter, tennis legend Billie Jean King,
and Sarah Weddington, the attorney from Roe
v. Wade. PBS broadcast the conference nation-
ally, and the documentary Sisters of 77 was
later produced for PBS by Independent Lens.

“Imet Bella Abzug, and got to see Gloria
Steinem,” Houston transgender activist Phyl-
lis Frye recalls, almost giddy. “It was very
empowering. They covered so many different
areas.”

Journalist Gabrielle Cosgriff, who covered



the conference asawriter and an editor for

the feminist publication Breakthrough, says
the gay-rights plank was the most contentious,
and received a great deal of media attention. “It
could also have been a sign of the times,” Cos-
griff says. “To my knowledge, that was one area
that had not been openly discussed by much of
the public before then.”

Frye saysitwas “abig fight,” recalling
that alot of the women at the conference were
“lesbian friendly.”

“And there were some women who were
like, ‘There’s no way we're going to pass any-
thing to do with lesbians,” Frye says. “Betty
Friedan led the anti-lesbian crowd.”

The most dramatic moment came during
floor debate on the gay-rights plank, according
to Anderson. “People like Jean O’Leary and
Charlotte Bunch had talked about who should
speak on the floor, and who we should have
on our side speak,” she recalls. “People were
pinpointed, and it was agreed who should be at
the mic to be able to speak.

“At that time, Betty Friedan got up to
speak,” Anderson adds. “My heart sank. I
thought, ‘How did Betty Friedan get a place at
the mic to speak? We’re going to lose.” What
Ididn’t know was that she had agreed that it
was time to put this division behind us. Some
friend of hers had taken her aside. They’d had a
good conversation, and she was okay.”

The tape of Friedan’s speech still gives
Anderson chills when she hears it. “Here is one
of our most high-profile opponents in our own
feminist movement, and she comes over to our
side,” she says.

Cosgriff says after seeing the “enormous
spectrum” of conference attendees, “it was
obvious to all that our goal was not to exclude
any woman from realizing her potential.” The
vote was overwhelmingly in favor of a plan that
included the gay-rights plank, according to
Anderson.

“The place went up in cheers and applause,”
Anderson says. “There were thousands of
women in the hall. The chair kept having to
say, ‘Order! We need order!’ The place was
pandemonium. Women were crying. Women
were dancing on the chairs.”

Balloons declaring “We are everywhere”
were released, floating up to the rafters.

The Pace of Progress
Memories of the conference are bittersweet for
some attendees.

Katy Caldwell, CEO of Legacy Commu-
nity Health, had volunteered as a 21-year-old
student at the University of Houston. “I think
it galvanized alot of people around women’s
rights. Looking back, the platform was incred-
ibly progressive,” Caldwell says. “It galvanized
alot of people, both for and against the Equal
Rights Amendment [ERA].”

In assessing the event, she sees obvious
victories for women that sprang directly
from the 26-point plan approved by delegates.

“We have more minority- and women-owned
businesses because of what happened at the
conference. We have greater representation
of women in federal arts and humanities pro-
grams,” Caldwell says. “It got more women to
run for office than had ever run before. We've
come along way in dealing with victims of
domestic violence—although there’s still work
tobe done.”

But there were also defeats that sting to
this day. “We didn’t pass the Equal Rights
Amendment,” Caldwell says. “While women
have more access to government contracts and
business, we still struggle with Roe v. Wade.
We still don’t have equal pay.”

It’s a “depressing” reality, Caldwell says,
and many women her age have grown weary of
the fight. “I remember apologizing to my niece
at the Women’s March [last January], saying,
‘I'm sorry that you're still having to do this. I
cannot believe that you all have to be here,”
she says.

Commemorating History

For Parker, the impact of the 1977 conference
came full-circle a few years ago when she at-
tended aluncheon with Gloria Steinem, who
was in Houston for the first time since the
NWC. “Itold her that I had been a volunteer,
and it had been a great experience for me,”
Parker says. “She said, ‘Is there anything that
commemorates it?"”

When Parker told Steinem that the old con-
vention center where the conference was held
is now a downtown entertainment complex,
sheresponded, “That’s a shame. There ought
to be something to designate what happened
there.”

“I said to her, ‘As mayor, I can take care
of that,” Parker says, adding that she had a
historical marker commissioned and installed
atthe site of the NWC event, across from City
Hall. “I sent her anicelittle note thanking her - OutvSmart

for saying something,” Parker says. “Before (‘5 ﬁ”ﬁff% 5‘,; T &

Ileft office, I wanted to make sure that we N T '

acknowledged it.” !..:’ RE A i bT
2017

Andrew Edmonson has served as chairman of RCE,f OD ﬁ:RES

the Houston Gay and Lesbian Film Festival, AWARDS
and on the board of the Houston chapter of the
American Marketing Association. A

This article drew significantly on the research
done by LGBT historian JD Doyle and the
website HoustonLGBT History.org, which he
curates.

The University of Houston will host a

symposium November 6 and 7 com- GREENWOOD KING

memorating the 1977 National Women’s PROPERTIES

Conference. The event, titled “The Na-
tional Women'’s Conference: Taking 1977
into the 21st Century,” is free and open to

the public. For more info, visit UH.edu/
Class/77womenscontf. 713.942.6857

dlevine@greenwoodking.com
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Celebrity Bromance

Gay superstars Andy Cohen and Anderson Cooper
spend ‘An Intimate Evening’ in Houston.

By Ryan Leach
Photos by Glenn Kulbako

ndy Cohen has been to Houston just twice. The
Afirst time was in 2010, when he served as the

celebrity grand marshal at Houston Pride. “I had
agreat time. The spirit of the city was great, and I was
surprised at how huge the Pride parade was,” Cohen tells
OUTSMART.

Cohen’s second visit to Houston was for the birth of
his goddaughter. And it’s somewhat surprising he hasn’t
been to Space City more often, considering that Bravo (the
channel that’s synonymous with his celebrity status) has
produced at least two shows set in the Lone Star State:

The Real Housewives of Dallas and Married to Medicine:
Houston.

When asked which of the rival Texas cities he prefers,
Cohen deftly navigates the inquiry like the savvy star
he’sbecome: “Ihonestly haven’t spent too much time in
either one, so I will have to tell you after our shows there,
he says.

Well played, Cohen.

The shows to which he’s referring are part of Cohen’s
national tour with longtime pal Anderson Cooper. AC*—
An Intimate Evening with Anderson Cooper and Andy —

»

AC Also Stands for
‘Awkward Chemistry’
Andy Cohen’s outlandish
personality is the perfect
foil for Anderson Cooper's
buttoned-up demeanor.
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CELEBRITY BROMANCE

continued from previous page

Cohen comes to Sugar Land’s Smart Financial
Centre on December 2.

“Itisreally afun show,” Cohen says. “We
have video clips we share, and stories that
we tell about our friendship and lives. There
is a question-and-answer portion with the
audience that is fun. Then, of course, if there
is some big story or event that happens—like if
Anderson interviews Trump—we incorporate
talking about that. The show is not political,
though. It’s an entertaining evening.”

In October, CNN announced that Cohen
will replace comedian Kathy Griffin as Coo-
per’s sidekick on the network’s New Year’s Eve
show.

Cohen and Cooper have been friends for
most of their adult careers. They met in the
’90s when they were set up on ablind date. “He
thought I was too enthusiastic over the phone,”
Cohen admits. “He said I gesticulated too
much, and he wasn’t interested.”

But they eventually struck up a friendship.
“We had a mutual friend [and] wound up going
on vacation with [him], [so we became] travel
buddies. Our friendship sort of grew from that.”

Both have enviable careers. Cooper is one
ofthe most respected journalists on TV, ap-
pearing on both 60 Minutes and his own CNN
show, Anderson Cooper 360°. The journalist,
who turned 50 in June, has been out publicly
since 2012 and is among the nation’s most
prominent gay personalities.

Cooper’s journalism career began after
he graduated from Yale University in 1989.
Although he’s the son of New York socialite
Gloria Vanderbilt, he didn’t rest on his laurels.
After college, he spent several years as a field
journalistin war-torn regions throughout the
world, including Rwanda. And he still covers
CNN’s major stories onlocation.

“The only time we had to cancel one of our
shows—because Anderson got pulled away
for amajor breaking news story—was back
in 2015, during the Paris [terrorist] attacks,”
Cohen says.

Cohen’s equally impressive career and
outlandish personality seems the perfect foil
to Cooper’s more serious tone and buttoned-up
demeanor. Perhaps that’s the formula that
creates the chemistry for a successful nation-
wide tour.

“[Anderson] was interviewing me for my
second book a few years ago, and someone
suggested that we go on tour, similar to what
Bill O’Reilly and Dennis Miller had been doing
for years,” Cohen says. “That is how we got
theidea.”

Cohen, 49, was born in St. Louis and gradu-
ated from Boston University. After college,
he went on to work at CBS as a producer. In
2004, he rose to prominence at Bravo, winning
several awards as producer of Top Chefand
Project Runway. But he’s probably best known



for Bravo’s popular Real Housewives franchise,
for which he still serves as executive producer.

‘While Cohen was head of development
at Bravo, he assumed the on-camerarole of
“reunion moderator” back in the early days
of his myriad hit shows. This evolved into his
own nightly series, Watch What Happens Live!,
where he currently serves as the only openly
gay late-night talk-show hoston TV.

Unlike Cooper, Cohen (who enjoyed the
benefit of an early career behind the camera)
says he has always been out at work. “[Being
out] was never even a question for me. It was
part of who I was. I was just always myself, and
my mother always told me to be who I was.”

Both Cooper and Cohen wear many hats
in their professional lives. Cohen has aradio CLIENTS TO UNLOCK THEIR PHYSICAL POTENTIALS

show, in addition to having authored three

EMPOWERING, MOTIVATING, AND ADVOCATING FOR OUR

memoirs. Recently, he developed his own
publishing branch that will produce works by Dr. Roy Rivera' Jr.
other authors. “There will be an announce-
ment coming out very soon about our first PT, PhD, DPT, MCHES
book. But it is nonfiction. I look for books that
are basically [about] anything that would 946 N. Shepherd Dr.
interest me.” Suite A
Cooperisan authorin his own right, and Houston, TX 77008
recently published A Mother’s Story with !
Vanderbilt. The book chronicles their relation- 713.868.2766 Orthopedic & Sports Medicine
ship and the tragic suicide of his brother Physical Therapy
in1988. We accept most major
AC?focuses on Cohen and Cooper’s profes- health insurances cromrehab.com
sional and personal lives. Although they have

arough idea of the topics they’ll cover and the
stories they’ll share, each show has awild-
card element arising from audience questions.
“One time, an audience member asked me

how big my dick is,” Cohen says. “That was
probably one of the most surprising moments. I
answered, but Anderson did not.

“You can ask me how big my dick is,” Cohen
adds. “The answer is the same thing I told [the
audience]—I am very happy with it, and I have
had zero complaints.”

It’s comments like these that highlight the
dramatic contrast between the two men. Co-
henis abombastic extrovert, and that’s reflect-
ed in his social media posts. He’s always ready
with a quip or opinion, even ifit’s political.

“[Anderson] is ajournalist. I am not.

‘We have a completely different approach to
things,” Cohen says.

You can catch the awkward but palpable
chemistry between the two out powerhouses
when they come to Sugar Land—Houston’s
far-flung suburb that prompted Cohen to ask,
“How far away is that from downtown?”

What: AC?°—An Intimate Evening with
Anderson Cooper and Andy Cohen

When: 8 p.m. on December 2

Where: Smart Financial Centre,
18111 Lexington Blvd., Sugar Land

Tickets: AC2Live.com

Ryan Leach is a regular contributor
to OuTSMART magazine.
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Saving Their Sisters

Houston groups offer
much-needed support to
black trans women.

By Lourdes Zavaleta

en Dee Dee Watters came out
as transgender as a teenager, her
mother threw her belongings into

the street and kicked her out of her family’s
north-Houston home.

Watters was turned away from some
homeless shelters, while others would not let
her shower or told her that if she wanted to
stay, she would have to remove her nail polish
and put on jeans and a T-shirt. “While on the
streets, I was robbed, beaten up, and attacked
by cops,” says Watters, now 32.

According to a 2015 survey conducted by
the National Center for Transgender Equality,
30 percent of trans people have been homeless
at some point in their lives, compared to 17
percent of the general population. Meanwhile,
48 percent of trans people reported being de-
nied equal treatment, verbally harassed, and/
or physically abused because of their gender
identity.

For trans women of color, like Watters, the
stakes are higher. As The Advocate put itin
2016, “Trans women of color suffer from the
effects of compounded institutional barriers,
including not only transphobia and racism but
also xenophobia, poverty, and homelessness.”

The threat of violence that trans people
face—and particularly trans women of color—
is not new. Since the first anniversary of Rita
Hester’s murder in 1998, the LGBTQ com-
munity has gathered annually on November
20 to mourn trans victims of violence on the
Transgender Day of Remembrance (TDOR).

Since 2010, the number of trans murder
victims inthe U.S. has increased each year.

In 2015, 21 trans murders were reported. In
2016, the number rose to 27. As of mid-October,
23 transgender people have been killed this
year—18 people of color, 15 of whom were black
women.

(G)

Leading the Fight for Survival

Dee Dee Watters (l) founded Women of Color United for Change in 2000. Atlantis Narcisse (far right), who
launched Save Our Sisters in 2016, received the Houston GLBT Political Caucus’ President’s Award in October.

Two of these 2017 murders occurred
in Texas. The body of Kenne McFadden, a
27-year-old trans woman, was found in the
San Antonio River on April 9. On August 13,
26-year-old Gwenevere River Song was fatally
shot in Waxahachie. Although no trans people
are known to have been murdered locally
thisyear, 34-year-old Shante Thompson was
beaten and fatally shot in Houston on April 11,
2016.

In October 2000, Watters founded Trans-
gender Woman of Color United for Change
(TWCUCQC). Until last year, TWCUC was the
only Houston organization that provided safe
spaces specifically for trans women of color. In
February 2016, Atlantis Narcisse founded Save
Our Sisters (SOS), another support group for
trans women of color.

The 45-year-old Narcisse, who received
the Houston GLBT Political Caucus’ Presi-

OutSmartMagazine.com |

dent’s Award in October, has been involved in
the community for several years, serving on
advisory boards and participating in panel
discussions for the Montrose Center, Legacy
Community Health, and the City of Houston.
She says people would often ask for her phone
number or email address so they could follow
up with questions about hormone therapy and
transitioning.

Though she enjoys assisting people one-
on-one, Narcisse was frustrated that so many
of them did not already have access to thisin-
formation, or a place to meet other transgender
women of color. “Every time someone pulled
me to the side, I would think, “Why haven’t
these women been taught about themselves
yet?”” Narcisse says. ““And why isn’t there a
space for them to congregate?’”

Narcisse says being openly trans in the
black community is full of stigma because —
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SAVING THEIR SISTERS

continued from previous page

of the emphasis on religion and masculinity.
She wants black trans women to know that
SOS will give them a safe space where they can
be open, and equip them with any answers that
they need.

SOS, which was recently mentioned in
the New York Times, meets at M Society (a
branch of Legacy Community Health) and at
the Montrose Center. The group is open to both
trans and cisgender women of color. Nar-
cisse says she wants to bridge gaps among all
women. “In the African-American community,
there’s a stereotype that black cis women and
black trans women can’t be in the same room
together,” Narcisse says. “That is just not the
case.”

The group meets in a circle. Conversations
are organic, and there are no established group
leaders. Narcisse says SOS members are very
diverse. “Young trans women come in. So do
homeless women, women who work, women
who can’t work, women who are HIV-positive,
women with mental-health issues, and women
that struggle with thoughts of suicide,” Nar-
cisse says. “There is so much diversity in being
atrans person. No one’s situation is the same.”

Narcisse believes the future of SOS is
unlimited and hopes to see it grow into a space
that will include representation from other
trans communities. Women of color who are
interested in attending SOS meetings can
reach out to the group through Facebook.

Both SOS and TWCUC will be involved in
the Day of Remembrance events this month.

“Every time I walk out of my house, I know
that I might not return, or I might come back
to news that another trans person has been
killed,” Narcisse says. “That’s why every day is
aTrans Day of Remembrance to me.”

Lourdes Zavaleta is a regular contributor
to OurSMART magazine.

Transgender
Day of Remembrance Events

The Progressive Open Door Christian Center
will host a TDOR memorial from 7 to 9 p.m.
on November 15. Transgender Woman of
Color United for Change will host a Trans-
gender Day of Resources and Healthy Living
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on November 18 at
the Montrose Center. TWCUC will also host
the I Am She and She Was Me! Awards
Gala, to honor transgender and intersex
people and dllies, from 6 to 9 p.m. on No-
vember 18 at the Montrose Center. Tickets
are available at eventbrite.com. Transform
Houston and HOUequality will premier Ma-
jor!, a documentary about the life of Major
Griffin-Gracy, a 75-year-old trans activist, at
6 p.m. on November 20 at the University of
Houston’s Agnes Arnold Hall.
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Political Theater

Out director Jerry Mitchell
rips Trump as ‘On Your
Feet’ comes to Houston.

By Don Maines
Photo by Christopher DeVargas

penly gay director Jerry Mitchell’s

favorite line in On Your Feet!—the

Broadway musical that congas its way
to Houston November 21-26—comes when a
Cuban-American immigrant tells a Hollywood
record-studio executive, “This is what an
Americanlooks like.”

That memorable moment is part of a scene
in which Gloria Estefan and her husband,
producer-musician Emilio Estefan of Miami
Sound Machine, were fighting to get their “eth-
nic” sound played on American radio stations.
“They were told that their music wouldn’t
make itin America,” says Mitchell. “I think
they won the battle. These are Cuban immi-
grants who came to our country, and through
their artistry and talent, I think, made us a
greater country.”

On Your Feet! boasts an original book by
Academy Award-winner Alexander Dinelaris
(Birdman and The Bodyguard Musical) and the
Estefans’ songbook of hits such as “Rhythm Is
Gonna Get You,” “Conga,” “1-2-3,” “Get On Your
Feet,” “Mi Tierra,” “Don’t Want to Lose You
Now,” and “Reach.”

After 780 performances, On Your Feet!
closed August 20 in New York, but its first

national tour continues to keep Mitchell in the
national debate over social issues that include
immigration. “The gay community is faced
with the same resistance as immigrants,” says
Mitchell. “Both groups are saying, “We are
equal to every other person, and we have the
same rights and deserve the same recognition
of our rights.”

Mitchell relishes the opportunity to
tell publications covering the show what he
thinks of President Trump, who kicked off his
campaign for the White House by promising to
build a “great, great wall” to keep out immi-

®

Making
America
Greater

On Your Feet!
recounts the
struggle of Cuban
immigrants Emilio
and Gloria Estefan
to get their “ethnic”
sound played on
U.S. radio stations.
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Staging
Resistance
Tony Award-
winning director
Jerry Mitchell
says he's hung
out with president
Donald Trump
and gotten

to know him
personally. “He's
not a president,”
Mitchell says.

grants from Mexico.

“I do have that platform,” says Mitchell,
who danced on Broadway with Trump’s second
wife, Marla Maples, in The Will Rogers Follies,
which Tommy Tune directed and choreo-
graphed in 1991. “T hung out with Donald
Trump. I got to know him on a personal level,”
says Mitchell. “He’s not a president.”

Mitchell grew up in Paw Paw, Michigan,
which is also the setting for the 2008 off-
Broadway show Dear Edwina, about 13-year-
old wiseacre Edwina Spoonapple directing
her siblings in a weekly mini-musical that’s
performed in their garage.

In contrast, young Jerry Mitchell began as
part of “the boy’s band” in a production of The
Music Man at hislocal community theater,
the Paw Paw Village Players. He continued
performing there until graduating from high
school and accepting a scholarship to study
acting, dance, and voice at the prestigious Con-
servatory of Theatre Arts of Webster College
(now Webster University) in St. Louis.

In 1980, Mitchell arrived in New York City
shortly before the AIDS epidemic “just about
devastated” the Broadway community.

His early career as a six-foot-four-inch
hoofer included dancing for legendary chore-
ographer Agnes DeMille in Brigadoon and —
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PoLiticAL THEATER

Donald Saddler in On Your Toes, which won the I U I a N YO U I 2 CAM EI aA

1983 Tony Award for Best Revival.

In 1992, Mitchell conceived and created
Broadway Bares, acomedy burlesque show
performed annually for the charity Broadway

Cares/Equity Fights AIDS. “My first show
made $8,000,” he says, compared to $1.6
million for its 25th-anniversary production. @ H O U S TO N CA M E R A E XC H A N G E
Through the years, the group has paid out al-
most $17 million, including a donation to AIDS
Foundation Houston.

Broadway Bares also introduced Mitchell’s
choreography skills to New York’s theater
community.

In 1998, he made his Broadway debut as
achoreographer with Youre a Good Man, Char-
lie Brown, which won Tony Awards for Kristen
Chenoweth as Sally and Roger Bart as Snoopy.

Tony nominations followed for Mitchell’s
work on The Full Monty, The Rocky Horror
Show, Hairspray, Never Gonna Dance, Dirty
Rotten Scoundrels, and Legally Blonde, which
he also directed.

Mitchell won Tony Awards for Best Cho-
reography for La Cage aux Folles (2005) and
Kinky Boots (2013), along with a Best Direction
of'a Musical nomination for Kinky Boots.

He also choreographed both the Off-Broad-
way productions and films of Hedwig and the
Angry Inch and Jeffrey. “I don’t look to tell only
gay stories,” says Mitchell, “but I have told
some great gay stories.”

His next story might be a musical adapta-
tion of Terry Ronald’s 2012 coming-of-age
novel Becoming Nancy. “It’s abeautiful story,
set in east London, about a 16-year-old boy who
gets cast as Nancy in a school production of
Oliver!because none of the girls can sing,” says
Mitchell. “He starts to have feelings for the
head footballer who plays Bill Sykes.”

The plan is to premiere the show in Lon-
don’s West End theater district, where “Ruby
Strippers,” the eighth edition of West End
Bares, was performed in October. The satellite
production of Broadway Bares benefitted proj- ' l t
ectsthatraise awareness, educate, and provide

care and support in the United Kingdom and

parts of Africa.

What: On Your Feet! presented by BBVA
Compass Broadway

When: 7:30 p.m. November 21, 22, 23 and 24;

2 p.m.and 8 p.m. November 25; 2 p.m. and
7:30 p.m. November 26
Where: The Hobby Center, 800 Bagby
Tickets: Available by phone at 800.982.2787,
online at thehobbycenter.org or broadway 5900 Richmond Ave. (at Fountainview) Houston, TX 77057

atthehobbycenter.com, and in person at Store Hours: Mon-Fri: 10am-7pm - Sat: 10am- 6pm
the Hobby Center box office and all Ticket- ’ ’ ’ )

master outlets. 713-789-6901 1-800-CAMERA-5
hcehouston.com

Don Maines is a regular contributor
to OuTSMART magazine.
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Ethiopian Jokes

Comedian Solomon
Georgio is killing the
whole gay-black-
immigrant thing.

By Don Maines

on’t be fooled by Solomon Georgio’s
D drag cover shot for Homonégro Supe-
rior on Comedy Central Records.

There is areason he was photographed in
androgynous makeup only from the chest up.
“High heels give me vertigo. I respect drag as
ahigh art, but I would rather kiss a wasp than
duct-tape my genitals,” says the 35-year-old
“overnight success,” whose calling card is that
he’s awryly philosophical, gay Ethiopian im-
migrant with an Italian name.

For the photo shoot, Georgio says he “said
‘Grace Jones’ three times and hoped for the best.”

But when he performs November 17 at
the Heights Theater, and November 18-19 at
Houston’s Come and Take It comedy festival,
Georgio says, “I willlook like my regular self.”

To quote Houston Astros star José Altuve,
that will be “pretty good,” ac-
cording to what Georgio told
acrowd recently in Portland,

Oregon. He began humbly, say-
ing, “Iwant to start off, first,
by obviously apologizing to ev-
eryone in the room—sincerely
apologizing, because I did my
best to look decent tonight,
and I ended up looking amaz-
ing.Ilook like amannequin
that came tolife; it’s perfect.”

Offstage, Georgio speaks so rapidly that
this writer had to ask him to slow down so he
could be understood.

Onstage, he speaks at amore deliberate
pace. “It’s intentional,” he explains, endear-
ingly. “Ineed to take my time onstage because
I'm alittle nervous, and the real me can pop in
and take over.”

When Georgio debuted on the TBS talk
show Conan on February 10, 2015, he slowly
but surely told the audience, “I just want to let
you know that I am openly gay. Well, most of

©

Superior Wit

Solomon Georgio, whose new special is called Homonégro Superior, says he's openly gay—
except on Martin Luther King Day, when he wants to be just black.

the time. Just took a break on Martin Luther
King Day. Sometimes, I just want to be black,
and nothing else—you know?”

Georgio’s first comedy album dropped as a
digital release on October 20, the same night

he starred in the half-hour
Comedy Central Stand-Up
Presents. “I am in shock and
disbelief. Thave been an avid
fan of those half-hours since
they started airing in the
’90s,” he says.

Growing up with two sis-
ters (one of whom is a lesbian)
and four brothers, Georgio
recalls that the TV was always
on. “We watched standup

comedy, comedy movies, sitcoms. Comedy was
always athing.”

At 17, he moved from Seattle to Los Angeles
as arunaway. “I wanted to get famous. I hopped
a Greyhound bus, and I stayed five months—
one month in a hostel until my money ran out,
then four months in shelters until I reconciled
with my parents.”

Georgioreturned to Los Angeles at 24, “but
two monthsin, I got mugged,” he says. “They
took everything. I returned to Seattle penni-
less, but I became fully focused on becoming a

OutSmartMagazine.com |

standup comedian.”

He says he’s always been a fan of the smart
comedy he’s becoming known for. “My first
love was George Carlin. He was a mix of absurd
and very intelligent comedy,” says Georgio. “I
watched Eddie Murphy Raw again and again.
Margaret Cho, I fell inlove with her—just
the way she presented herself and told really
strong stories. I related to her as an immigrant
child, raised by immigrants.”

Georgio also admires Maria Bamford, the
self-deprecating star of Lady Dynamite on
Netflix who will also appear at the Come and
Take It comedy festival.

He says he honed his standup skills in Se-
attle before moving for the third time to Los An-
geles six years ago. “I think it likes me now,” he
says of L.A. “Not until a year ago was I actually a
full-time comedian. Unfortunately, to become a
gay comedian, you have to work a little harder. I
worked my ass off, so now comedy is what I do.”

What: Solomon Georgio with Deer Tick
When: November 17, 8-11 p.m.

Where: The Heights Theater, 339 W. 19th St.
Tickets: http://theheightstheater.com

Don Maines is a regular contributor
to OurSMART magazine.
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It’s All Gravy!

Houston's best places to
dine out or take out on
Thanksgiving.

By Joanna O’Leary

aybe lastyear you burned the
turkey, your gravy was full of lumps,
and your stuffing lacked flavor.

Maybe just the thought of timing the prepara-
tion of traditional sides and the bird bringson a
panic attack. Or maybe it’s been a really rough
month, and the only thing you have energy

left for is stuffing your face and slipping into a
post-prandial, tryptophan-induced nap.

If any of the aforementioned apply to you,
treat yourselfand your loved ones to Thanks-
giving takeout, or just dine out on Turkey Day.
“Nothing will be open,” your mother-in-law
may crow. But you can give thanks that she is
very wrong, for Houston has multiple options
for those not up to cooking. Remember to check
with restaurants regarding order deadlines,
seating times, and reservations.

In addition to selling whole roasted tur-
keys, Rainbow Lodge is offering an extensive
array of side dishes for takeout—green beans
with shallots, cornbread dressing, mashed po-
tatoes, roasted root vegetables, as well as their
famous croissant bread pudding with bourbon
sauce. Those looking for a protein alternative
to turkey should consider ordering a whole
roasted suckling pig, duck, or goose. Rainbow
Lodge will also be serving a three-course
prix-fixe menu on Thanksgiving Day with
traditional items (turkey, cranberry sauce,
dressing) as well as less-customary mains
such as sea scallops and rainbow trout.

Ousie’s Table may not be open on Thanks-
giving Day, but they still want to feed you. The
restaurant’s Turkey Day takeout menu gives
patrons a choice of garlic-and-pepper-crusted
prime rib (accompanied by aioli, tarragon mus-
tard, and horseradish cream sauces), honey-
glazed ham, and roasted turkey with gravy, all
of which comes with two sides and a dessert. I
recommend eschewing the standard sides in
favor of the lobster mashed potatoes, macaroni
and cheese, or stilton salad, and indulging in
the apple streudel with caramel sauce for des-
sert. And if Thanksgiving is one of a handful

of days in the year when you break from your
carb-phobic diet, pick up a dozen of Ouisie’s
gingerbread or spicy cayenne biscuits.

Laurenzo’s is keeping it simple for you this
Thanksgiving by assembling to-go packages
with prime rib or ham, two sides (creamed
corn, macaroni and cheese, butter peas, or gar-
lic mashed potatoes), and a whole loaf of bread.
Packages are priced according to the size of
your dinner party, and customers can elect to
also buy a whole key lime pie or some appetiz-
ers and snacks in the form of chile con queso or
guacamole.

One of the few places in H-Town where you
can get awhole Cajun fried turkey for Thanks-
giving, Mandola’s has assembled a takeaway
meal comprised of the aforementioned plus
three sides (standouts of which include the
creamed-spinach casserole, parmesan pota-
toes, and fresh cranberry sauce), as well as
dessert (bananakey lime pie, bread pudding, or
pumpkin pie).

For a French-inflected Thanksgiving, you
can head to Bistro Provence, whose Thanks-
giving lunch spans three courses comprising
options including pumpkin soup, ribeye with

OutSmartMagazine.com |
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Hassle-Free Holiday

Those who don't want to cook
this Thanksgiving might opt for
an assortment of to-go sides from
Ouisie’s (top), the roasted turkey
from Mandola’s (bottom left), or
the prime rib at Laurenzo’s.

Bordelaise sauce and cauliflower puree, turkey
breast with sage and corn stuffing, sweet pota-
toes, and ginger cranberry relish, pumpkin pie,
and cinnamon-bread pudding. And bring the
kids—the Bistro is also offering a special dis-
counted children’s menu. Francophiles should
also consider Brasserie du Parc, whose dine-in
Turkey Day dinner menu features abrie tart
with shaved pear, turkey with mushrooms and
cognac gravy, risotto with fall vegetables and
truffle oil, and caramelized apple crepe. The
Brasserie is also accepting to-go orders for
many of its a la carte items, as well as turkey
with all the fixin’s priced per person.

Finally, if you're unable to reunite with
your Jewish grandmother this weekend, an ad-
mirable substitute for her cooking can be found
in Kenny & Ziggy’s massive selection of
dozens of yenta-approved noshes for takeout,
such as mini sweet-potato pancakes; spinach,
onion, and leek kugel; carrot soufflé; choco-
late bobkabread pudding; as well as (natch) a
20-pound bird, carved at your request.

Joanna O’Leary is a regular contributor
to OUTSMART magazine.
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By Henry V. Thiel

arrison Guy and Adrian Homer met

at Prairie View A&M University

through Delta Phi Epsilon, a frater-
nity for gay men of color.

Guy, who now serves as cochair of the
City of Houston LGBTQ Advisory Board, was
assigned to be Adrian’s big brother. While the
fraternity has a policy
against romantic in-
teractions between big
brothers and pledges,
they established a
great friendship that
Guy knew would last a
lifetime.

Immediately after
Homer’s six-week pledge process and initia-
tion ceremony, he sent Guy a text saying he was
interested in being more than just friends.

“Iwas flattered and surprised,” Guy says.
“We are both from small towns, and very
‘country’ at heart and spirit. So our first date
was at Wing Stop, because the only thing
Adrianloves more than me is wings—although

Ijoked about the fact that he eats wingsina
very prim and proper way. After enjoying our
wings, we talked for hours about nothing and
everything. And 10 years later, we are still
enjoying wings together and I still joke about
the fact that he doesn’t eat them right.”

Their inside joke is that eating out has
become their hobby
since they go out so
often. During their
college years, they
were regulars at The
Pitin Prairie View for
barbecue and baked
potatoes, and at the
Cheesecake Factory.

Their decade-long relationship has been

mostly clear sailing, although it did take
some work to overcome their age difference.
“I am nine years older than Adrian, and when
we met, he was just graduating,” says the
now-40-year-old Guy. “So I got to watch him
really grow up and take his place asamanin
the world. Watching your partner make —

Voted One of the Best Local Hotels 2017 OutSmart Readers' Choice Awards
- 7 FAS AR, :

IS
Y/

'THE
SAM

HOUSTON
HOTEL

i
—4 ]I
.

A REMARKABLY

UNIQUE VENUE

1117 PRAIRIE STREET

| 832.200.8800

OutSmartMagazine.com |

NOVEMBER 2017 | 101
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mistakes inlife is brutal. It was incredibly dif-
ficult for me to balance giving him advice as his
big brother in the fraternity and allowing him
to carve out his own path as his partner. For
us, the age difference was a major opportunity
for us to grow, which we did, and it stretched
us in ways that we had not imagined. My big-
gest takeaway from this experience is that in
love and partnership, you have to allow your
partner the space to explore their individual
journey.”

Homer is avocational rehabilitation coun-
selor for the State of Texas, while Guy is the
founder and creative director of Urban Souls
Dance Company. Homer moved in with Guy
after graduating, although marriage wasn’t on
his mind. “After all, in most places, includ-
ing Texas, the LGBTQ community barely had
any rights at all, let alone marriage equality,”
Homer says. “I figured it would never happen.”

But Guy had hope.

“By our seventh anniversary, marriage
equality was becoming much more of areality,”
Guy says. So he decided to surprise Homer
with a proposal during their anniversary date
in downtown Houston, which began with
dinner and drinks at Sambuca followed by a
horse-drawn carriage ride to the gazebo at the
Wortham Center.

When they pulled up near the gazebo, there
were rose petals scattered on their pathway.
All of their closest friends were there, but they
thought it was only to celebrate the couple’s an-
niversary. Two performers from Guy’s studio
danced in the distance while Amir Bel-Ami,
one of Homer’s favorite singers, belted out one
of their favorite songs. Then Guy took a knee
and presented Adrian with aring.

Three years later, the couple said “I do” at
their wedding ceremony.

First, they hired celebrity wedding planner
Darryl Wilson Jr. of D’Concierge to create a
stunning black-and-white décor for the recep-
tion. They chose to exchange vows in matching
merlot tuxedos at the University of Houston’s
A.D.Bruce Religion Center in front of 250
guests on April 15, 2017—their 10th anniver-
sary as a couple. They picked the UH chapel
because of its beauty and its reputation as an
inclusive religious environment that welcomes
all expressions of love. The Reverend Shon
Stewart officiated.

“Avery special moment during our wed-
ding, for me, was when mayor [Sylvester]
Turner read a proclamation from the City of
Houston, which declared April 15,2017, as
‘Homer-Guy Day’ in the City of Houston,” Guy
recalls.

The ceremony also included a special rose
tribute to Chyna Gibson, a transgender woman
from New Orleans who was murdered in Feb-

ruary. Gibson was originally scheduled to be in
the couple’s wedding.

The grooms say walking down the aisle
on the arms of their mothers was equally
emotional. But then Guy brought the house
down during his vows, when he whipped out
acookie that he had saved from one of their
first dates. “If this fragile cookie could survive
10 years, then our love can last forever,”

Guy said.

The ceremony, which they called “A
Southern Coronation of Love,” ended with the
grooms placing crowns on each other’s heads.
At the reception, guests dined on chef Javani
King’s “sexy soul food”—deviled eggs, fried
catfish, and collard greens. Baker extraordi-
naire Tammy Allen created their wedding cake
based on one that Guy had seen on Instagram.
Guests were on the dance floor from the minute
they entered the reception at the Ensemble
Theatre until the wee hours.

“The absolutely best part of our wedding
was having our families present and support-
ive,” Homer says. “And marrying the man of my
dreams.”

The newlyweds honeymooned in Punta
Cana, Dominican Republic, where they spent
two weeks on the beach. They currently reside
in Houston.

Henry V. Thiel is a frequent contributor
to OurSMART magazine. He loves the beach.
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elanie Pang and Kendall Toarmina met

in 2009 at Willy’s Pub on the Rice Uni-
versity campus. They spoke briefly, and added
each other as friends on Facebook.

After ayear-and-a-half of little interaction,
they reconnected when Pang started a dona-
tion drive and promoted it on social media. See-
ing an opportunity for them to get to know each
other better, Kendall messaged Pang and said
she had some items to contribute.

“Since I didn’t know her well, I thought it
would be a quick stop,” says Pang, a
University of Houston graduate who
grew up in Missouri City. “That ‘quick
stop’ ended up being a two-hour laugh-
fest while Kendall baked sweet-potato
fries.”

Pang, who now serves as cochair of the
City of Houston LGBTQ Advisory Board, says
“laughter and donations” are the way to her
heart, but adds that “the fries didn’t hurt,
either.”

“Our relationship didn’t start for another
six months after that,” says Toarmina, a Rice
graduate who’s originally from Nashville. “It
was around April 2011. We know now that we
can weather just about any storm together,
because our relationship started during a very
tumultuous time. I had just arrived in South
Americato teach English as part of my Ful-

bright Scholarship commitment for the
next year.”

“We actually made conscious efforts to
try to give each other space,” Pang says, “but
there was a gravitational pull so strong that at
acertain point we realized it didn’t make sense
for us to continue living our lives as though we
weren’t extremely important to one another.
The relationship was revealed to us more than
we chose it.

“Irealized I wanted to marry her after she

supported me and stayed with me after an emo-
tionally challenging time, when I was looking
for gainful employment,” Pang adds. “I learned
that she would stay beside me, even when I was
struggling and not at my best, and if she could
love me through that time, we could love each
other forever.”

Unbeknownst to Pang, Toarmina had been
planning to propose ever since purchasing
rings right after the U.S. Supreme Court’s June
2015 Obergefell decision. The proposal finally
happened on arandom Monday in May.

Toarminatold Pang she was receiving an
award from Rice, which was the perfect cover.

OutSmartMagazine.com |

Pang knew to dress nicely and be on time.
‘When Pang arrived at the Rice Memorial Cha-
pel, she discovered Toarmina standing by the
altar with rose petals in the shape of a heart

at her feet. Toarmina had also lit five candles,
one for each year of their relationship. “She
was giggling nonstop,” Pang recalls. “I cried, of
course. By the time she got down on one knee, I
was so nervous that I got down on one knee, too,
and just said, ‘Please?’”

Their good friend and former roommate,
Kasia, captured every moment—from
Pang’s confusion to the couple’s pure
joy. They were married on May 28, 2017,
in the Rice chapel, with Isabel “Texas”
Longoria officiating.

Pang’s favorite moment from the
wedding ceremony was when Toarmina real-
ized she had forgotten to bring her vows to the
altar and immediately told Longoria, who re-
plied, “Well, I guess you will have to wing it.”

Never one to improvise something so

important, Toarmina asked her trooper of a
bridesmaid, Chelsey, to go find them. Chelsey
ran back and forth searching everywhere while
the ceremony proceeded, but to no avail. Even-
tually, they had to let the cat out of the bag, and
Toarmina went to look for the vows herselfin
the dressing room.

“You could hear the rustling while she —
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looked around,” Pang says. “Then she swung
the door open and said to everyone in atten-
dance: ‘Okay, somewhere there’s alittle white
purse with my vows in it. Look under your
seats.’ It felt like an Oprah giveaway, and I
loved it!”

One of their guests in the last pew held up
the purse, and it was as if someone scored a
touchdown. Toarminaran halfway down the
aisle in her beautiful long-train dress, then
back up to the altar, launching into her vows as
ifnothing had happened. After she began with
“Melanie—,” Pang and the audience burst out
laughing. The formality of the wedding had
dissipated.

“Having that moment to laugh with my
family and friends was priceless, and changed
the whole tone of the wedding to something
more like ‘us,” Pang says. “I couldn’t have
planned for a better way for us to engage with
our guests and have fun during a typically
serious ceremony. It was an authentic and im-
perfectly perfect, wonderful experience. Not
everything goes as you plan, but sometimes it’s
even better than you could have hoped.”

The couple, who refer to themselves as
Melanie and Kendall Toarmina Pang, decided
to delay their honeymoon and instead do a
weekend “mini-moon” in Galveston so they
could decompress. Unlike their typical elabo-
rate trips (they went to Europe to celebrate
their engagement), this time they got aroom by
the beach, had breakfast at IHOP, ate ice cream
bars on the seawall, and enjoyed each other’s
company. They will do a full honeymoon soon,
but neither would trade their Galveston “mini-
moon” for anything.

Henry V. Thiel is a frequent contributor
to OurSMART magazine. He loves weddings.
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VY Jimmy Fallon

(The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon, 9.28.17, NBC)
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gonna find people who like both Cher and Broadway
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Cher Comes
to Broadway
What does
Jimmy Fallon
have to say
about that?

(Out, 11/17, Mike Berlin)

Mike Berlin: Are you excited to tour? The gays are
waiting.

Jessie Ware: My gay fans have been so loyal. I adore

- = 3 playing for them. It also means I have a room full of

: i potential suitors for my single brother.

Glad he can benefit!

He’s anice Jewish doctor.

We’'ll put the word out.

Please do!

Eid 0

w = Jessie Ware on Tour

Will she be pimping for her brother?
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[
Sam Smith»
(The Huffington Post, 10.23.17, Curtis M. Wong)

“There was one moment in my life
where | didn’t own a piece of male cloth-
ing, really,” he told The Sunday Times.

“] would wear full makeup every day in
school, eyelashes, leggings with Dr. Mar-
tens and huge fur coats, for 2.5 years.

“] don’t know what [my label] would
be,” he added, “but | feel just as much
woman as | am man.”

He’s just as fond of exploring gender
these days as he was years ago, too.

“I love a heel,” he said, a point he em-
phasized with a cheeky Instagram post
[right]. “I’ve got loads of heels at home.”

% samsmithworld &

@ 3925k likes @ 5528 comments
Ride or Die

R

Fallow

Compiled by Blase DiStefano

Friend of Dorothy
Sam Smith is head over

high heels.

< Patr iCia AI quette (The Huffington Post, 9.29.17, Pollo Del Mar)

G}

Ally

Is Patricia
Arquette

gonna be
silenced?

fparticular interest to
Arquette, of course, are

issuesrelating to the queer
community. Younger sister Alexis
Arquette came out first as gay, then
transitioned in the public eye before
tragically passing away in 2016 as
the result of complications of AIDS.

During an often raw 45-minute
interview [on Party Foul Radio with
Pollo & Pearl], Arquette seamlessly
moved from laughter one moment
to tear-inducing recollections of her
younger sister’s life the next.

Though she is certain she “would
still have empathy” for the queer
experience, her long-standing
interestin and commitment to
the community would have been
different without Alexis, Arquette
admits. “It’s different when it’s
someone you love,” she said.

“It’s one thing when you read
about a ‘political agenda,” Arquette
admitted. “But when you’re hearing

OutSmartMagazine.com |

about someone being discriminated
against by anurse or a doctor or
trying to get a cup of coffee?”

During her sister’s life, Arquette
says she either witnessed first-hand
or heard of “thousands” of such
experiences Alexis faced. It opened
her eyes in ways which would have
been otherwise impossible. “All of
these whittling-away, dehumanizing
experiences you see your loved one
go through really educate you to how
itistobe LGBTQin America—or
how it has been,” she stated.

“Ithink it is changing for
the better, but every time you
turn around, there’s some new
governmental push to take away
basic human civil rights for the
LGBTQ community and silence
them,” Arquette acknowledged.

To that end, Arquette feels an
obligation to continue to use her
celebrity to shine the spotlight on
causes of significance.
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Different Drummer

An interview with

gay front man Jonny Pierce
of The Drums.

When we look back at 2017, one of the
trends that will surely stand out is the
increasing visibility (and audibility) of gay
male musicians. There are still plenty of queer
women making music with crossover appeal
(see Palehound, Hurray for The Riff Raff, Romy
Madley Croft of The xx, and Ruthie Foster,
among others). But now the gay men are finally
coming forward in increasing numbers.

Jonny Pierce, of The Drums, is one of these
gay musicians. On their new album “Abysmal
Thoughts” (Anti-), The Drums maintain much
of'the dance energy of previous releases, espe-
cially on “Blood Under My Belt,” “Your Tender-
ness,” “I'll Fight for Your Life,” and “Heart Ba-
sel.” But this album also has some particularly
devastating moments, including “Head of the
Horse” and “If All We Share (Means Nothing).”
I spoke with Pierce about “Abysmal Thoughts,”
including its eye-catching cover art, during the
summer of 2017.

Gregg Shapiro: You were the primary
songwriter when you were with Elkland,
releasing one album, Golden, in 2005. |
detected the influences of New Order and
The Cure on Golden. Would you agree,
and are there any other influences |
missed?

Jonny Pierce: You're spot-on as far as New
Order.Iguess Iwaslistening to The Cure, but I
wasn’t as crazy about The Cure as I was about
New Order. It’s funny, when I was in the studio
making Golden, I remember my producer Dave
Trumfio [from The Pulsars] saying, “There’s
alot of The Cure stuff happening, even some
of the stuffyou’'re doing with your vocals.” For
me, that was more of an introduction to The
Cure.IthinkIstartedlistening to The Cure
while I was making that album because Dave
was talking about it so much. That’s happened
to me a few times in my life. I'll release an
album or a song, and it’s compared to another
artist. Someone will say, “Oh, he must be afan
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of Orange Juice or something.” [Laughs] Then
T’'ll go and check them out and think, “We must
belike-minded.” That does happen. But New
Order was huge for me as a teenager—probably
my biggest influence.

You reemerged a few years later as the
front man of The Drums. The Drums’ epon-
ymous debut album reinforced a commit-
ment to dance music.
The Drums was its own weird
animal. I was in a different place
than Iwas with Elkland. I was
much more seasoned—justasa
living, breathing personliving
in the real world. When I wrote
those songs for Elkland, I was
living at my parents’ house in this
weird, sheltered, home-schooled
space. By the time I started The
Drums, I'd been living in New York City for a
few years.I went down to Florida to start The
Drums, because New York was alittle too dis-
tracting for me to get anything done creatively.
When I went to live with Jacob [Graham,
my gay bandmate] in Florida, we almost imme-
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By Gregg Shapiro

©

Not Abysmal
Jonny Pierce,
of The Drums,

is one of an
increasing
number of gay
men finally
coming forward
with increasing
visibility.

diately started this concept of The Drums. Ja-
cob had been falling for the Sarah Records and
C86 bands like Blueboy and early Factory Re-
cords bandslike The Wake. A bit more fragile,
glimmering, sad guitar pop music, essentially.
True independent music [from] bands that
used off-brand guitars and weird synthesizers.
But the songs were beautiful and vulnerable
and genuine. He was introducing me to a lot of
that stuff. At the same time, I
was into this Swedish band The
Tough Alliance. They had these
big, go-for-it choruses.

That was always the push
and pull with Jacob and me. He
wanted things to be linear and
sweet and delicate, and I always
wanted big hooks. These two
different ideas of what a good
song should be melded together.
It was truly a meeting of the minds.

Is there any significance in you going
from “Jon” in Elkland to “Jonny” in The
Drums?

Ineverliked “Jon.” Maybe because when I was



growing up, everyone called me Jonny. I think
when I left that place, which was a dark, abu-
sive place for me, I think I wanted to not hear
that name anymore. People started calling

me Jon or Jonathan in New York City. I think
Iwent by Jonathan for the first Drums EP.
‘When we were going to release the first album,
it was a much bigger deal. We were on Island
Records and Downtown Records. As we were
going to submit the artwork, at the very last
second I shot an email to Jacob (who was in
charge of the artwork) saying, “Put my name as
Jonny.” It’s an interesting question. I've never
really dissected why that was important to
me. Part of it was that we were going for that
1950s/1960s Americana. In my mind, “Jonny”
plays that part more than Jon or Jonathan.
Now everyone knows me as Jonny, so I guess
that stuck. [Laughs]

The “Abysmal Thoughts” cover photo,
which is credited to you, may do more

to introduce the queer foot-fetish com-
munity to cool music than anything that
came before.

Yeah! One thing I'll say about Jacob is that

he never wanted to grow up. He wanted this
band to always have this air of innocence. You
can hear that when you listen to the cute and
sweet love songs on the Summertime EP. The
first album has songs about hope, as well as
sadness, but there’s nothing really too descrip-
tive—saying something that might push some
boundaries.

Iremember writing a song called “Instruct
Me” for the first album, about the first time I'd
ever had sex. I remember showing it to Jacob,
and he said, “I don’t really want that to be on
there. It’s about sex.” I thought, “Are we home-
schooling again? In that Christian household
we both grew up in? What’s this about?” Jacob
told me he didn’t ever want to read a newspa-
per. He was literally afraid of facing reality.

I always felt a bit handicapped artistically,
likeI had one hand tied behind my back.Iwas
unable to say what I wanted to say or do what I
wanted to do. When Jacob left the band, I had
about 30 seconds of fear and shock, but that
quickly subsided.

Jacob and I remain friends to this day. I
have to be honest and say that this newfound
joy and bliss washed over me. On “Abysmal
Thoughts”Iwould be able to be myself. I was
ready to say alot. So this idea of my boyfriend,
Keon, smelling a sneaker on the cover of the
album, that’s stuff I'd been wanting to do and
had never been able to. It wasn’t just me—for
years I've had to represent other people, other
voices. Now it’s just my voice. So yeah, there
is aboy smelling his gym shoe [laughs] on the
cover. There is that ugly, drippy orange font.
There are songs about being entirely depressed
and feeling like total shit. And there are songs
about being transparent and descriptive about
my life and how I'm feeling. —
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“Abysmal Thoughis” features some
breathtaking moments, beginning with
“Head of the Horse.” Have the people
you sing about in the song heard it, and if
so, what do they think of it?

Idon’t know ifthey’ve heard it. The last time
thatI had confirmation that anyone in my
family heard my music was the first [Drums]
album. I haven’t had any feedback at all. I don’t
really have arelationship with my family in
the way that most people have a relationship
with theirs. I've gone years with no contact,
and then suddenly there’ll be some communi-
cation, and that feels a little scary. I pull back
because I'm afraid of being hurt. It’s a dynamic
that 'mtrying to feel out every day. I try to be
open, but I also want to protect myself. There
are days when I wake up thinking, “I don’t ever
need to speak to them again.” Then there are
days when I wake up and there’s a primal long-
ingto be close to them. It’s this balance that
isn’t so balanced all the time. I would assume,
with the Internet and all of that, at some point
they’re going to hear the song.

“1f All We Share (Means Nothing)” and
“Are You F--ked” are some of the rawest,
most emotional songs I’ve ever heard.
Would you say that those songs, and oth-
ers on this album, resulted in a beneficial
catharsis?

Writing this record was more healing for me
than any therapy session I've ever been in
[laughs]—and I've been in a few [laughs]. Each
of these songs was like sitting down with the
greatestlistener of all time. I was sitting there
pouring my heart and thoughts out and com-
mitting them to these songs. As soon as these
songs were finished, I just feltlighter. I felt like
I had gained anew sense of who I was, or who
I'mbecoming. People always ask me what they
can expect from the upcoming tour. I always
think, “Expect to watch a man who’s finally
starting to find himself.”

Last year and this year are turning out to
be amazing times for queer musicians,
especially for gay male acts (in addition
to The Drums) such as Car Seat Headrest,
Perfume Genius, Frank Ocean, Arca, Xiu
Xiu, and The Magnetic Fields, as well as
Erasure and Bob Mould, to mention a few.
What do you think of the current state of
gay male performers?

It’s such a fascinating study, isn’t it? You men-
tioned Erasure. I actually toured with Erasure
when I was in Elkland. We were the opening
act for one of their U.S. tours. It was full of
weird and funny experiences. I was talking
about Erasure the other day in the context of
what you're talking about—being gay and being
accepted and respected as a musician. We're in
atime now where if you're not queer, you have



towork extra-hard to get people to care about
you. [Laughs] The tables have turned, almost.
‘Who knows how long this phase will last? I
certainly appreciate this new excitement for
these different points of view. I think it’s really
beautiful. I don’t consider myself over the top
or extravagant or anythinglike that. But back

inthe’80s, you almosthadtobe... ° Transgender Surgery
You had to be Boy George. e Facial Feminization
Yes! You had to almost be clownish or queeny « Rhi 1

for people to say, “Okay, I can deal with that.” anp aSty

The scariest thing was for anormal guy to say, N

“Hey, Ilike dick.” That could be your brother or ° BOdy Contourlng

your uncle. You could be gay, as long as you lit-
erallylooked like a rainbow. Then everything
was fine. Now we’re more like, “I play guitar

* Liposuction

and I like ctck.” [Laughs] That’s areal scary * Buttock Implants
thing to alot of people. It’s taken decades for

people to say, “I'm not going to die if my uncle’s ¢ Calf and

gay. I'm not going to die if this person who Pectoral Implants

makes music I love happens to sleep with men
atthe end of the day.” I'm thankful for how far
we’ve come. By no means are we done with this
battle.

The Drums perform on December 6 at White
Oak Music Hall Downstairs in Houston, and
December 9 at Emo’s in Austin.

Gregg Shapiro is a regular contributor
to OUTSMART magazine.
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Pride Parade T b Iy - A - Pure & simple

. — Hand-crafted pastaand — r—w-
‘wood fired neapolitan style pizzas. —

o

And more! ! e Oulemarl. ' i = - = _— :
Y Gavest 28, T = 3333 Weslayan- —=
www.DaltonDeHart.com | L Rt T - |/ 713.892.8100

Need a professional photographer for your special JI- o
event? Call Dalton at (713) 622-2202. WWW.PIZZERIASOLARIO.COM
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ReapOurt

Falling in love with someone forbidden.

Spoiler Alert: The Hero Dies

Michael Ausiello

TP Just like in the movies,

AN Stg%ﬁ]? you and your partner
planned to grow old

T“E together. You'd be the

HERG couple everyone sm.iled
nen at: two wrinkled beings,
DIES

-

holding hands, fussing
~ good-naturedly at one
5,

j : another. But then, as
in Michael Ausiello’s new memoir, the
plot thickens. When Ausiello spotted
Christopher “Kit” Cowan at a New York
event for gay athletes, it was lust at first
sight. At six-foot-something tall, Kit was
geeky-sexy—ijust Ausiello’s type. But
their first date was near-disastrous. They
were different in so many ways: Ausiello
thought Kit had amazing style; Kit could
barely get past Ausiello’s Smurf collec-
tion. As time passed, they adopted a cat
along with endearing nicknames. They
moved in together, conquered relation-
ship crises, moved out together, and
sought counseling. They wanted things
to work. But then, just over a decade into
their relationship, a doctor told Kit that
he had a year to live. So how do you
make every minute count? How do you
watch someone you love suffer? How do
you say goodbye? Ausiello jumps right in
with humor on page one of his story, and
that carries the sad tale throughout. Yes,
you will cry—but no, you shouldn’t pass
this one up. Atria Books (simonand
schuster.com). —Terri Schlichenmeyer
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I | KEEDED Ta WIN,
| PHEY NEEDED TO DIE

N

our someday-dream-job is
not for wimps. You know it'll

be real work, and you're pre-
pared. You know it'll take train-
ing, which will take time. You'll
have to learn to think differently,
and that's okay. You might get
discouraged, and you'll handle it.
But—as in the new novel Mask of
Shadows by Linsey Miller—would
you be ready to die for it2

At first, Sallot Leon thought the
scrap of paper might be money.

The Erland nobles had been
making money ever since the war,
when Nacea was obliterated. But
no, this bit of paper was worth
more than money: it was an open
call to find a replacement member
for the Queen'’s Left Hand, an elite
group of assassin-guards. Come
by invitation or by skill, the poster
said.

Sal had the skill, for sure.

Since the age of eight, Sal
worked as a street fighter and
could climb anything. There was
nothing Sal couldn't steal, no lock
that couldn't be picked. Those
were skills the Queen needed.

OutSmartMagazine.com

Y

SHADOWS

LINSEY MILLER

®
- Mask of Shadows
by Linsey Miller
2017
Sourcebooks
(sourcebooks.com)
352 pages
$17.99/$24.99 Canada

JOHNNY BLANCO

4

And so, to get into the audition,
Sal committed the first murder.

That, as it turned out, was
the easy part: after passing the
first interview, Sal was accept-
ed and given a mask to wear
at all times—the last mask
awarded. Twenty-three people
were in the competition, for
which the rules were simple:
kill your competitors without
being seen or getting caught,
but don't hurt anyone who was
not competing.

Nine competitors were
killed the first night.

As the other wannabes
fell almost hourly, Sal had to
rely on past experience and
new skills to stay alive. Core-
strength training helped to
dodge spears and arrows from
other competitors. Tutoring
eliminated illiteracy. Medical
training kept Sal from death
by poisoning. But there was
no way to avoid falling in love
with someone forbidden, or to
escape the aftermath that was
sure to come.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer

Though it starts out a little
on the clunky side, and it may
take a minute to get your bear-
ings, Mask of Shadows quickly
becomes a pretty good novel.

And a unique one, too: it's
rare to find a gender-fluid per-
son cast as the lead character,
but that's where author Linsey
Miller places Sal. And though
it's an unusual plot twist,
gender fluidity isn't the driv-
ing force behind this story. In
fact, we don't find out that Sal
does not identify with only one
gender until later in the novel.
That's uncommon, too.

As for character devel-
opment, that's where Miller
shines. Sal starts out a bit
feral—a street-wise petty thief,
uncivilized but with hungry fo-
cus. There's a lot of selfishness
early on, but as Sal matures
into a trained assassin, egotism
is replaced by allegiance and
a much finer character. Add
in a cast that could be killed
one-by-one at any minute and,
well, you'll be hooked.

For fans of Hunger Games-
type fiction, Mask of Shadows
is gonna be too appealing to
pass up. So don't deny your-
self—for readers age 15 and
up, this is gonna be a dream

book.

Terri Schlichenmeyer has been
reading since she was three
years old, and she lives on a
hill in Wisconsin with two dogs

and 11,000 books.
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GAYEST& Voted One of the Best Attorneys
GRE{)‘—TEST -OutSmart Readers’ Choice 2017

2017
READERS’

Thanks to OQutSmart Readers

for your Support!

Dwane Todd Law Firm
~ Licensed Since 1983 ~

405 Main St., Ste. 602 | Houston, TX 77002
713-965-0658

\ dwane@dwanetoddlawfirm.com /‘

Resident of Montrose since 1983

Consistent TOP Producer,
John Daugherty, Realtors

If you wish to be
In-The-Loop,

whether selling, buying, or just
looking around,

' g% OutvSmart
Voted One of the Best Realtors GAYEST&
in Houston 6 years in a row GREATEST
- OutSmart Readers’ Choice 2012-2017 R DNy 4

cccccc
AAAA

CALL ANDY NOW!
713.724.4306

CELL

713.561.6653

DIRECT

andyw@ johndaugherty.com

JOHNDAUGHERTY.COM

520 Post Oak Blvd.,, Houston, TX 77027 713.626.3930

Thank you OutSmart
readers for voting
GREATEST Premier Wireless the

2017 best place to buy your
cusiee wireless products!

OutvSmart

GavesTta

CHOICE
AWARDS

We have the BEST phone deals,
Best rate plans for personal

or business and we provide
FREE delivery.

Call (832) 639-2900 today.

Lea Bogle, Owner

FREE DELIVERY

12220 Murphy Road

Premier Wireless is Houston’s Oldest Gay-Owned Wireless Company

Premier Wireless
Authorized Sprint Retailers & Business Dealer
Gay-Owned and Serving our Community Since 1993

g5 OutvSmart
SavesTs

GREATEST
2017
READERS’
CHOICE
AWARDS

Voted Houstons best
massage therapist,
2009, 2010, 2011, 2012,
2014, 2015,2016 & 2017!
-outsmart magazine
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OuTt THERE

Photos by
Dalton DeHart &
Edgardo Aguilar

Halloween
Fantasy Ball
at Rich’s
October 21

Houston GLBT
Political Caucus
Equality Brunch
at Hotel ZaZa
October 1

L SqR L ) g —

opom
CANVAS PRINTS | COLOR POSTERS | GREETING CARDS| MUCH MORE

116 | NOVEMBER 2017 | OutSmartMagazine.com



Where faith is
a journey and
thinking is
required.

Come join
our inclusive
community

N st
. . Congregational
Church of Houston

fcc-houston.org

THANKS OUTSMART READERS

FOR CHOOSING US “BEST CAJUN RESTAURANT”

p 1

e Y ]

TURKEYS & TURDUCKENS TODAY!
113.623.6321

HAVE YOU EVER HAD A GREAT IDEA
FOR A TV OR RADIO SHOW?

=

Come realize your
creative vision on HMS TV
and HMS Net Radio!

Join like-minded Individuals and share your creative genius at
Houston’s public access stations. Get started by attending one of our
free orientation sessions, held Mondays at 6 p.m. No RSVP Required.

Questions? Emall info@hmstv.org.

Check out your show and other great programming at:

AT&T U-verse - ch99 « Comcast - chl7
Phonoscope - ch96 * Sudden Link - ch99

Online - hmstv.org, hmsnetradio.org :
HoustonMediaSource
g Ho Source u @HouMediaSource T13-524-7100 * hmstv.org * hmsnetradio.org

NTELLECTUAL

Erik Osterrieder is IP Counsel
to Pride Houston and the
Purple Foundation in Dallas.

* PATENTS

* TRADEMARKS
* COPYRIGHTS
* [P STRATEGY

RAO
DEBOER i
OSTERRIEDER =

PATENTS * TRADEMARKS * STRATEGY

At Rao DeBoer Osterrieder, we
build a relationship with you.
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Photos by
Dalton DeHart &
Edgardo Aguilar

Diana Foundation
Country Dinner
at Neon Boots
October 7

OutReach United
Coming-Out Party
at Buffalo Soldiers
Museum

October 14

4Jutreacn unitea

Thank You
OutSmart Readers

OutvSmart

RRR
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AAAAAA

Winner Best
Vietnamese
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GALVESTON!

ONE OF THE TOP 7 HOME PORTS IN THE WORLD

b DicKENS

4] on the

STRAND

Dec. 1-3, 2017

One of the top national

Christmas festivals
in the USA!
David Bowers, Rratror’
The House Company
409/763-2800
Dz ide Diasvid Borwers.conm

2017 Sally B. Wallace GHF

Green Revival Preservation Award

Thanlcyou for voting me Best Realtor® in Galveston -OutSmart Resler' Chaiea i1

Where we've combined high-
quality home design details and
finishes with a range of personal
services tailored to meet your
needs. We'll provide help with
everyday tasks, around-the-clock
personnel, housekeeping, dining
and maintenance services so

Call today to learn

{;;1111@1 have more time to Live Life more about our
“Suite Move
KE ILLAGE : »
,,,,, LR Summer Savings

of The Heights

Reserve Today 713-802-9700

1407 Studewood « Houston, TX
" www.villageoftheheights.com

License# 106191

Available for all your Commercial and Residential Real Estate Needs

e

Commercial
Gary Greene Properties

The Woodlands )/

Beger | GARY
n‘[ i'_?’."“!‘ | GREENE

R ey : s |
Lynette Lew . 713.582.2202

Residential and Commercial Realtor

. Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate Gary Greene

- Gary Greene Commercial Properties

Lynette@LynetteLew.com | www.LynetteLew.com
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Photos by
Dalton DeHart &
Edgardo Aguilar

Montrose Center’s
Out for Good at
the Ballroom

at Bayou Place
October 12

Understanding the
HIV Care System

FREE classes to help you get the most from
HIV services in the Houston area!

Learn how to get good health care and how to get assistance
paying for medications and health insurance costs, how a case
manager can help you find other services, and learn about PrEP

- all presented in short, easy to understand sessions

Saturday, November 4, 2017
9:30 am Registration & Light Breakfast
10:00 am Several classes to choose from

12:00 pm Networking Lunch

LOCATION:

Montrose Center

401 Branard St, 3rd Floor
Houston, TX 77006

Sabado, 11 de noviembre 2018
9:30 am Registracion y Desayuno Ligero
10:00 am Varias clases para elegir
12:00 pm Almuerzo

DONDE:

Leonel Castillo Community Center
2101 South Street

Houston, TX 77009

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT // PARA MAYOR INFORMACION, LLAME A:

Ryan White Planning
713 572-3724

Council Office of Support
www.rwpchouston.org

If you need an ASL interpreter, please call at least two days in advance: 713 572-2813 (TTY)
Si necesita un intérprete, por favor llame al 713 572-3724 por lo menos 48 horas antes.

COMPLETE PEST

CONTROL SERVICE
6 Month Warranty - on Standard Pest Control

This is Termite Swarming Season
L

—

Thank you to the
G;:}:';’; OutSmart readers
& .
GREATEST for voting me one of the

Best Pest
Control Company

Call
Andy

for a free quote

o 4
\% } TPCL# 13558
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DESTINATION WEDDINGS & HONEYMOONS,
GAY & LESBIAN CHARTER CRUISES,
FAMILY TRAVEL, MILESTONE EVENTS, FESTIVALS, AND MORE!

PATRICIA SCHNEIDER
YOUR LUXURY TRAVEL SPECIALIST

832.409.5492

www.lovetravelcompany.com
EiPatriciaSchneiderCruisePlanners

-~ CRUISE PLANNERS

N YOUR LAND AND CRUISE EXPERTS

C5T SR034468-50. F5T #5T 39068, HT# TAR-T058. WA ST2 B03-153-504

COME IN FOR A FREE
COSMETIC CONSULTATION!

GENERAL DERMATOLOGY BOTOX & FILLERS
COSMETIC DERMATOLOGY LASER HAIR REMOVAL
SKIN CANCER SURGERY LEG & FACIAL VEINS
MICRO LASER PEEL IS CLINICAL
IPL PHOTOFACIAL GLYTONE
MICRONEEDLING ELTAMD
CHEMICAL PEELS 0BAGI

BOARD CERTIFIED
DERMATOLOGISTS

HEIGHTSSKIN.COM

—e—

EXCELLENCE

PERFORMANCE £
CONFIDENCE  i¢.4% ; by
e J£ﬂ4w<ﬂ RANDY MITCHMORE, DDS

IMPROVE YOUR SMILE TODAY WITH
TEETH TOMORROW"

OutvSmart

GavesTs
GREATEST

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS
CUTTING-EDGE PROCEDURE, TEETH TOMORROW*
visit LifeSmiles.US or
TeethTomorrowHoustonGentral.com

CONTINUOUSLY VOTED
ONE OF HOUSTON’S BEST DENTISTS
SINCE 2003

RANDY
MITCHMORE, DDS

€CH Alno <

MAINTENANCE

. OutvSmart

(CravESTS

GREATEST

» 20+Years Experience in Houston
« State-of-the-Art Auto Repair Facility

] i VOTED BEST

* Mechanics Specializing in AUTO MECHANI

Both Domestic Import Vehicles by OutSmart Reade
2013-2017

* Quality, Reliable and Professional
Service at Competitive Rates

* Guaranteed Parts & Services

* Hours: Monday-Friday 7am-6pm

+ 24/7 Towing Direct to Tech Auto
Call 281/858-0994

addel,  niaticnal instituted for
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Current

OutSmart Advertisers

Get your business listed here. Call 713/520-7237 ext 10 for details.

ACCOMMODATIONS/HOTELS

The Carter
4 Chelsea BIVd...........ccoemmrreeerrirenns 832/688-4547
L'Emerson Corporate Lodging

Lemerson.net

Mid Main Lofts

3550 Main St.....ccooeeeeerereeeeennn 713/528-2000
Sam Houston Hotel

1117 Prairie St.. .ooooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeerrenns 832/200-8800
Skyhouse Main

1725 Main Sto...eeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeerirenne 713/965-0220

The Village of The Heights
www.vilageoftheheights.com ... 713/802-9700
The Village of River Oaks
www.villageofriveroaks.com......... 13/952-7600

Who Made The Cake
WhoMadeTheCake.com................ 713/528-4719
CATERING SERVICES

David Alcorta Catering
davidalcorta.net..........oocccccocccnr 832/439-0224

Jim Benton of Houston Catering

2811 Eastman 713/802-2860

CHURCHES/SPIRITUAL CENTERS

ACCOUNTANTS/BOOKKEEPERS/ CPAS

Gary Gritz, CPA

First Congregational Church of Houston
Fcc-houston.org.. 713/468-9543

Living Mosaic Chu

401 Branard St..........cccceeeeeeesrssees 832/971-0364

Resurrection MCC

2025 W TTHH ceeeeeeeeeeeereeeceeeeennnnnns 713/861-9149

St Paul’s United Methodist Church

5501 MaiN oeeeeeeeeeenmmmsssrseseeseeeeeeees 713/528-0527
CLEANING SERVICES

Maids In Service

Mymaidsinservice.com................ 832/965-7868

Perfection Plus

713/664-9911

COMMUNITY/NONPROFIT

230 Westcott, Ste 210 .................. 713/784-3030
ADULT

Executive Adult Video

14002 Northwest Fwy.................. .713/462-5152

Megaflixxx

5909 Richmond.... ..713/780-1827
ADVERTISING

OutSmart Magazine

3406 Audubon ............oceeeereerrennee 713/520-7237

Pearl Bar

4216 Washington .................. PearlHouston.com
Revention Music Center

520 TeXas........cccuwwee ReventionMusicCenter.com
Rich’s Houston

2401 San Jacinto ..........ce.... RichsNIghtClub.com
South Beach

E [ 1o | 713/529-7623
Stages Theatre
StagesTheatre.com..........eeueees 713-527-0123
Theatre Under the Stars

TUTS.com. .713/558-TUTS

Tony’s Corner Pocket
817 W. Dallas.....coocvvveeeeererrveennnnnns 832/722-7658
FERTILITY/GYNECOLOGY

Aspire Fertility
AspireFertility.com
713/425-3003

Houston Fertility Specialists

www.fertilityspecialists.net......... 713/512-7900

FINANCIAL PLANNING/BANKS
Marie Hejtmancik/OPES Insurance Agency
Kelly Heftmancik/OPES Insurance Agency

281/648-0PES........omreeeveerreeeernnnns 832/867-2518
Richard Dickson/Galene Financial
GaleneFinancial.com.................... 713/489-4322

Grace Yung/Midtown Financial
3355 Alabama, Ste 180..
Wells Fargo Bank

..713/355-9833

www.WellsFargo.com

Bering Support Network
............................................... 713-526-1017, ext.20
Diana Foundation

TheDianaFoundation.org

AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING

Newport Air

newportair.net .... 281/808-8630

ARCHITECTS

Morningside Architects
MorningsideArchitects.com.......713/529-2630

ASTROLOGER

Greater Houston LGBT Chamber of Commerce
HoustonLGBTChamber.com.........832-510-3002
Houston Roundup

.............................................. houstonroundup.org
Leshian Health Initiative (LHI)

401 Branard
Lesbians Over Fifty (L.0.A.F.)

lhihouston.org

Lilly Roddy Astrology
713/529-5842

www.loafhouston.org
Midtown Houston
............................................ midtownhouston.com

ATTORNEYS/LEGAL SERVICES

Warren Diepraam

www.LooneyConrad.com............ 281-597-8818
Gonzalez Olivieri LLC
gonzalezolivierillc.com.............. 713/481-3040
Cindy K. Hide, LLC

2121 Sage Rd., Ste. 100................ 713/623-4433
Erik J. Osterrieder/Rao deBoer Osterrieder
RDOIP.COM..covrrecrrrrrrrrrrsenssass 281/372-6114
Katine & Nechman LLP

1834 Southmore. .........ccoeeeerrrrennee 713/808-1001
Magnan & Couture PLLC, Law Office
MagnanCoutureLaw.com............ 713-678-0499

Clyde Williams, Attorney
713/236-0064

com
.............................. MyGayHouston.com/discover
Pet Patrol

ThePetPatrol.org

Ryan White Planning Council
rWpcHOUSEON.OMG .vveeeveevrernens 713-572-3724

COLLEGES/EDUCATION

Houston Community College
hces.edu

COMPUTERS/INTERNET/IT SERVICES

Copy.com
1201-F Westheimer........ccoooovcuvvenns 713/528-1201

CONSTRUCTION/REMODELING

Heels 2 Hammers Construction Company

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS 713/505-4571
RMS Auto Care
1759 Westheimer ..................cooo.... 713/529-5855 CUSTOM CLOSETS
Tech Auto Maintenance SpaceMan Home & Office
Y AETIT{ 1 ) SO 713/863-8244 SpaceManager.com................ 713/688-8808

AUTOMOTIVE SALES ENTERTAINMENT/NIGHT LIFE

Central Houston Cadillac Bayou City Bar & Grill
2520 Main Stceoeeereeeeeeeesevesenes 832/981-7590 2409 Grant St........oocevsevree BayouCityBar.com
Jaguar Houston Central George Country Sports Bar
7025 Old Katy Rd....ccccooocccrrrreens 888/378-0449 [ A T 713/528-8102
Land Rover Houston Central Houston Chamber Choir
7019 Old Katy Rd ..oo.oeereeereree 713/293-6100 HoustonChamberChoir.org........ 713/224-5566

Planet Lincoln
20403 I-45 North / Spring........... 888/867-8706
Sterling McCall Lexus/Denny Holiday

10235 Southwest Fwy ................... 713/995-2447
BAKERIES/CUSTOM CAKES
Acadian Bakers
604 W. Alabama.........osmreeeeeereenns 713/520-1484
David Alcorta Catering
davidalcorta.net........ooooocevveevvevennns 832/439-0224
Dessert Gallery
DessertGallery.com...........cccoo... 713-522-9999
122 | NOVEMBER 2017 |

Houston Eagle

611 Hyde Park..........cccusssreeees HoustonEagle.com
Houston Media Source

410 Roberts Street ... 713/524-7700
Island ETC

2317 Mechanic St, Galveston...... 409/762-3556
JR’s/Santa Fe

808 PaCifiC......oovveeeeeeremesssrsrrnenreeeees 713/521-2519
Lake Charles
Visitlakecharles.org/greattimes....800/456-7952
Miller Outdoor Theatre

MillerOutdoorTheatre.com..........281/373-3386

OutSmartMagazine.com

FITNESS CLUBS/PERSONAL TRAINERS
Club Houston

2205 Fannin .......oerveeessneneesennns 713/659-4998
FIT Athletic/David Muniz
1532 W. Gray.... ..713/782-9348

The Toning Zone/Cherris Traylor
Thetoningzone.com..................... 713/529-8668

FOOD/SPECIALTY & SPIRITS
Dripping Springs Vodka & Gin
................................... drippingspringsvodka.com
Spec’s Wines, Spirits and Finer Foods
Multiple Locations................ specsonline.com

HEALTH CARE-DENTISTS
All Star Dental
Allstardental.com ...............cccooee. 936/689-2252
Samuel A. Carrell, DDS/Bruce W. Smith, DDS
1006 MiSSOU....vvvveverreersssereeeenns 713/529-4364
Bayou City Smiles/Marcus de Guzman, DDS
2313 Edwards St., Ste. 150............. 713/518-1411
Bayou City Smiles/ Cynthia Corral, DDS
2313 Edwards St., Ste 150 ........... 713/518-1411
Cory Logan, DDS
530 Waugh Dr........ccccceeemrrrrrernnnnne 713/942-8598
LifeSmiles by Randy Mitchmore, DDS
1722 W. Alabama............ccoeeererrnee. 713/592-9300
Bruce W. Smith, DDS/Bruce Smith, DDS
1006 MiSSOUIi....cvvvvrerreeeersenrrreenns 713/529-4364

HEALTH CARE-EMERGENCY CENTERS
River Oaks Emergency

2320 S. Shepherd Dr...........cceveene 713/526-2320
SignatureCare Emergency Centers
1007 Westheimer ...281/709-2897

1925 TC Jester.. ..832/850-4338
1014 Wirt Rd ...832/924-0312
Additional locations............cccoune ercare24.com

HEALTH CARE-OPHTHALMOLOGISTS
Houston Eye Associates/Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD
5420 Dashwood, Ste 101............... 713/668-9118

HEALTH CARE-OPTOMETRISTS
Boutique Eye Care

2502 Woodhead.............ocooemererrreeee 713/528-2010
Eye Contact
2055 Westheimer ..........cooceeeuue.e. 713/520-6600
Eye Gallery

1806B Westheimer
1700 Post Oak Blvd, Ste 110..
Spectacles on Montrose

4317 Montrose, Ste. 2 .......ccoeuveee. 713/529-3937

HEALTH CARE/PHARMACIES

Avita Pharmacy
AvitaPharmacy.com ... 713/489-4362

..713/523-1279
...713/622-7470

HEALTH-PHYSICAL THERAPY
Crom Rehabilitation/Dr. Roy Rivera
Cromrehab.com.............uuemvmeevrnnnns 713/868-2766

HANDYMAN SERVICES

HEALTH CARE-PHYSICIANS

My All Pro Handyman
aphandyman.net.

HAIR/NAIL/MAKE-UP SALONS

Azur Salon

.936/689-2252

2800 Kirby, Ste A-2......ooovrvveeeeerrnnns 713/400-2987
NU-Cuts Hair Salon
515 Westheimer.. ..713/524-7858

Revolt Hair
2034 A West Gray, Ste 118........... 713/540-7383

Octavio Barrios, MD

507 West Gray...........eeeerssmereeees 713/942-7546
7106 Spencer Highway .............. 281/542-9400
Gordon Crofoot, MD

Maggie White, FNP-BC

3701 Kirby, Ste 1230 .....ccoocceeeeeeeer 713/526-0005
M. Sandra Scurria, MD

6565 West Loop South, Ste 300..281/661-5901

HEALTH CARE-PLASTIC SURGEONS
Ei Plastic Surgery Center

HEALTH CARE-CHIROPRACTIC
Franco Chiropractic/Fernando Franco, D.C
415 Westheimer .. ..713/526-5959

Kirby Health & Wellness/Kenneth W. Lester, D.C.

1603 Shepherd.........ccccccccvvccnunns 713/526-5252

HEALTH CARE-COUNSELING/THERAPY
D. “Woodja” Flanigan, MS, LPA
2600 SW Fwy, Ste 409 713/589-9804
Jeffrey Myles/JM Professional Services
713/447-2164
Denise 0’Doherty, LPC, LMFT, LCDC, RN
3131 Eastside St., Ste. 435......... 713/524-9525
Dr. Barry F. Gritz, MD

230 Westcott, Ste 210 .........cc....... 713/869-7400
Dr. Daniel Garza, MD
3131 Eastside St, Ste 4............... 15281/610-8190

The Montrose Center
401 Branard

Danilo Novoa, LCSW

.713/529-0037

IWantCounseling.com. ................. 713/992-5010
Robert Snellgrove, LMSW-ACP

4617 Montrose, Ste C206............. 713/522-7014
Samaritan Counseling Center

of Southeast Texas
WWW.SCCSET.OFG.onrvrveercerrrnnns 409/727-6400
Christine Wysong

230 Westcott, Ste 210 ................ 713/869-7400

CosmeticSurgeryHouston.com...713/790-1771

HEALTH CARE-SERVICES
Houston Area Community Services/HACS
2150 W 18th St. weeeeeeeeeeeeereeeeeeeeenns 713/426-0027
Legacy Community Health Services
1415 California Street................... 832/548 5000
Ryan White Planning Council
RWPCHOUStON.OTG.....oooueerrreerrs 713/572-3784
St. Hope Foundation
OfferingHope.org.......coeueveeeevennens 713/778-1300

Vitality IV Studio
535 W. 20th, Ste 100..
Vitality IV Studio
2034-A West Gray., Ste. 125........ 713/861-4868

..713/861-4848

HEALTH CARE-SKIN CARE
Heights Dermatology/Alpesh Desai, MD
2120 Ashland... ..713/864-2650
Skin Renaissance Laser/Octavio Barrios, MD
507 West Gray.........coeeemmeennennnns 713/942-7546

HEALTH CARE-WEIGHT LOSS CLINICS
Dr. B-Fit/ Octavio Barrios, MD
517 West Gray .

..713/942-7546

HOME FURNISHINGS/ACCESSORIES
Alabama Furniture
4900 N. Shepherd.........cccoovseceunee 713/862-3035




Cantoni

9889 Westheimer .........oooeeereeeeeeeeens cantoni.com
coda

355 W 19th oo 713/864-4411
Fountains and Statuary

11804 Hempstead Rd .............c...... 713/957-3672

Village Plumbing & Appliance
LR T — 713/224-DRIP(3747)

Urban Eats
3414 Washington Ave......... feasturbaneats.com

WEDDING SERVICES - CATERERS

POOLS & POOL SERVICES

TATTOO PARLORS

HOME REMODELING/RENOVATIONS

Tranquility Pools
713/447-9201

Electric Chair

8722 Richmond.. .713/780-3500

Luria Construction
LuriaConstruction.com............... 713/828-2155

HOME REMODELING/PAINTING

PRINTING/COPY CENTERS

TELEPHONES/CELL/WIRELESS

David Alcorta Catering

davidalcorta.net...........cccooeerrrvvnnee 832/439-0224
Jim Benton of Houston Catering
2811 Eastman ........cccoemevvenmervnsnenes 713/802-2860

WEDDING SERVICES-PHOTOGRAPHERS

Copy.com
1201-F Westheimer..............wee 713/528-1201

Premier Wireless
12220 MUrphY ..ooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenes 281/575-8500

Luria Construction
LuriaConstruction.com................. 713/828-2155

PSYCHIC READERS

INTERIOR DESIGN

Readings by LA
readingbyLA.com........ccoouvvveevnnnnns 832/856-2188

TANNING SALONS
Darque Tan
Darquetan.com

TRAVEL/TRAVEL AGENCIES

Dalton DeHart Photography

Christopher Charles Interiors
........................... Christophercharlesinteriors.net

INSURANCE AGENCIES/AGENTS

REAL ESTATE-MORTGAGE/TITLE

Jeffrey Bules/Insurance Associates Group
Insuranceassociatesgroup.com...713/523-9400
Dolan & Palacios

7322 Southwest Fwy, Ste. 1-1888........... 832/880-0332
Lane Lewis/Farmers Insurance

2200 North Loop W, Ste 136 ......713/688-8669
Marie Hejtmancik/OPES Insurance Agency
Kelly Heftmancik/OPES Insurance Agency
281/648-0PES........ooeeeereeeereeerenens 832/867-2518
Patrick Torma/State Farm

3329 Telephone Road, Ste B........ 832/649-4311

Interlinc Mortgage/Cody Grizzoffi

3815 Garrott St, Ste 202 B............ 832/541-1103
Stewart Title/Michael Caballero
603 W. T1th eeeeeveeeveernnnnnnnsseennenns 713/401-1850

REAL ESTATE-REALTORS

JEWELERS
Select Jewelers
2221 SVOSS R ..oovvvveeeerecereeennnnns 713/789-3359
Silverlust
1338-C Westheimer.............. 713/520-5440
Zadok
1749 Post Oak Blvd.........ccoeu...... 713/960-8950

LANDSCAPING/GARDENING

Joshua’s Native Plants & Antiques

502 W. 18th Sti.eovvvveeveevevvevessseeennenns 713/862-7444
Windswept Landscaping
Windsweptlandscape.com........... 713/263-7771

MASSAGE THERAPISTS
Ryan Fugate, RMT
RyanMassageWorks.com........... 713/269-7926
Joel Leal, RMT

713/397-8808

PEST CONTROL SERVICES

Andy’s All Star Pest Control
713/732-7742

Natran Green Pest Control

Natran.com....ommmreeemnerssenenns 832/478-8220
PET SERVICES & SUPPLIES

Aquarium World

13157 Northwest Fwy................... 713/329-9989

Last Wishes

WWW.lastwishes.com ... 713/452-0474

Midtown Veterinary Hospital

MidtownVetHospital.com........... 713-528-4900

Molly’s Mutthouse

3407 Montrose 832/581-2453

3410 N. Shepherd ... 713/426-6888

2755 Vossdale. 281/501-9062

Spay-Neuter Assistance Program

SNAPUS.OTG. c.cvvvvvrrrreemmmssrseeeesreeeneens 713/862-3863

Urban Animal Veterinary Hospital

1327 Yale Stoveeeeeeeerrrsseeeenrneeeeees 713/863-0088

West Alabama Animal Clinic

2030 W. Alabama.............cccceeemmnnnns 713/528-0818
PHOTOGRAPHERS

Dalton DeHart Photography

DaltonDehart.com.........cc...reeeneens 713/622-2202

Yvonne Feece Photography

yvonnefeece.com ... 832/876-1053

PHOTOGRAPHY
Houston Camera Exchange
5900 Richmond Ave...................... 713/789-6901
PLUMBING
U-Plumb-It Plumbing Supply
1424 MONEIOSE ...ovveveeerrererereanees 713-942-2277

Jared Anthony/NextHome Realty Center
ichoosejared.com.............ccunns 832/570-5726
David Bowers/The House Company/Galveston
David@DavidBowers.com.......... 409/763-2800
Dolan & Palacios

7322 Southwest Fwy, Ste. 1-1888...........832/880-0332
Martha Turner Properties

Marthaturner.com.........ccoooummeeeenees 713/520-1981
Karen Derr/Karen Derr Realty
karenderr.com ........eeeusssccsssie 713/875-7050

Jeremy Fain/Greenwood King Properties
713/677-4337
Javier Heredia/Walzel Properties
JaviRealtor.com... 530/404-0555
Debbie Levine/Greenwood King Properties
713/942-6857
Lynette Lew/Better Homes and Gardens
LynetteLew.com ...713/582-2202
Ashton Martini/Sot|

832/878-7686
Vinod Ramani/Urban Living Realtors

5023 Washington...............ueeeeeees 713/868-7226
Tom Schwenk/The House Company
TheHouseCompany.com.............. 713-857-2309

Paul Silverman/Martha Turner Properties
Paul Silverman.... 832/283-6601
Tim Surratt/Greenwood King

713/320-5881
VJ Tramonte/Joe Tramonte Realty

1802 Broadway/Galveston.......... 409/765-9837
Martha Turner Properties

Marthaturner.com........o....ccoeeemreees 713/851-7997
Andy Weber/John Daugherty Realtors
520 POSt OaK........coommmmmrrrrerrrrreeeeees 713/724-4306

Aquafest
Aquafestcruises.com.. .800/592-9058
Cruise Planners/Patricia Schneider

LoveTravelCompany.com............ 832/409-5492
Concierge Travel, Inc
4920 Mimosa.. ...713/661-2117

Uniworld/Patricia Schneider
LoveTravelCompany.com....... 832/409-5492

DaltonDehart.com..........cccoccuusree. 713/622-2202
Yvonne Feece-Tran Photography
YVONNEfeece.com ...........ueuuweereeens 832/876-1053
WEDDING SERVICES - PLANNERS
A Day To Remember
www.daytoremember.net............. 713/862-1751

WEDDING SERVICES - SERVICES

Harmony Strings String Quartet
.................................... www.harmonystrings.com

WEDDING SERVICES - VENUES

VACATION RENTALS

Casa Azur

CasaAzurCosta Rica.com.. ..832/541-3704

WEDDING SERVICES - BAKERS

Acadian Bakers
604 W. Alabama.........ccooussrmererrenes 713/520-1484

David Alcorta Catering
davidalcorta.net.
Dessert Gallery

.832/439-0224

Butler’s Courtyard
ButlersCourtyard.com.................. 281/557-5551
Sam Houston Hotel

1117 Prairie St.
Water’s Edge Venue

901 NASA Parkway...........cccceeeeenene 281/291-9900

..832/200-8800

Thank You for supporting
OutSmart advertisers!

RESTAURANTS/COFFEE/WINE BARS
Acadian Bakers

604 W.Alabama ........ccoocoverrerrerrnnne 713/520-1484
Bollo Woodfired Pizza

2202 A West Alabama St....BolloHouston.com
Charivari

2521 Bagby St.....coverevvcsssrenirns 713/521-7231
Danton’s Gulf Coast Seafood Kitchen

4611 MONEroSe .......cvvveeerieinnnns 713/807-8889
Dessert Gallery
DessertGallery.com..............ccco.... 713-522-9999

Fadi’s Mediterranean Cuisine
Fadiscuisine.com

Giacomo’s Cibo e Vino

3215 Westheimer.............ccooeevevvnne. 713/522-1934
Gloria’s

2616 Louisiana....
Hamburger Mary’s

GloriasRestaurants.com

2409 Grant.......coeememveeesessssnnns 713/677-0674
Niko Niko’s

2520 Montrose Blvd.... 713/528-0966
Pearl Restaurant @ The Sam Houston

1117 Prairie covveeeeeeeeeesssssseeeeeeeeeees St832/200-8817
Pho Saigon
Phosaigonnoodlehouse.com......713/524-3734
Ragin Cajun

Ragin-cajun.com.........cceeeeeeemrnen 713/623-6321
Rita’s of Houston Heights

2802 White Oak Drive.................. 832/987-4827
Riva’s Italian Restaurant

LR WAL TUT I A 713/429-3450

DessertGallery.com...........cccoe 713-522-9999 Have your business listed here.
Who Made The Cake
WhoMadeTheCake.com............ 713/528-4719 Call 713/520-7237, ext. 10.
Why give your
money to a

business that
does not support
diversity?

Whether you're

looking for the butcher,
the baker, or the
candlestick maker,
OutSMART can help

you find equality-
minded businesses
that appreciate you
and provide vital
community support.

Read OuTSMART, so you can have
your cake and equality, too.

QutvSmart

For advertising and subscription
information, call 713/520-7237.

www.OutSmartMagazine.com

Why would you buy a

cake from someone who
doesn’t want

to sell you one?
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ACCOMMODATIONS

FuIIy Furnlshed Corporate Apartment_s“,I 1

HOUSTON PRIDE RIDERS

A new LGBT motorcycle riding group is being
put together for those in the Houston area who
like to get out and ride! I'd love to have group
rides/social gatherings every month, possible
fund raiser rides for the community, etc.. All
motorcycle types welcome - From Harley’s to
Hayabusa’s, crotch rockets and cruisers - all
are welcome. All rider experiences welcome!

Please contact jasonmwilson @sbcglobal.net
or look for Houston Pride Riders on Facebook.

SUN. 10:00 AM:
Worship Service

WED. 7:00 PM:
Bible Study

401 Branard :

Real help.

PC Dﬂiﬂﬁuéﬁg,
In-Home

= 832.496. 9246
WRLPG ch.co

PRO SERVICES

Professional Cleaning

Call for a free quote!

713/598-8346

“Attention to Detail”

CLEANING

DESIGNATED
DRIVER SERVICE

HOUSE
& PE'T
> SITTING
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Out+Sm

—————— Houston’s LGBTG Magazine

Advertising
Sales Executives

Successful candidates must
be organized, self-motivated,
energetic, outgoing, creative
and goal-oriented. Previous
experience in advertising and
marketing sales preferred.
Salary+Commission, health
benefits program included.
See the OutSmart website for
more details.

Email resume to:
Employment @
OutSmartMagazine.com

Attn: Greg Jeu, Publisher.

Let OutSmart help you find
your next best employee!
Call 713/520-7237 ext. 11

MONTROSE

OFFICE SPACE
Perfect for Psychotherapist,
Personal Coach, etc.
Utilities, Phone, Voicemail
included. 24 hour, 7 day
access. $650/mo.
(713) 817- 4507
AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY

GALVESTON
PROPERTIES

3910 Ave O 1/2 Victorian cottage with
back efficiency (rented $700mo)
Needs work!... $114,500

5016 Ave O 2/1/1 Craftsman,
high and dry, large rooms...$159,000.

16606 Jamaica Beach Rd,
One block to the beach! 1,100 sq. ft
with large lot...$269,000

1417 24th 3/2.5 1899 Victorian with double
gallery wrap-around porch...$449,500

David Bowers, Realtor
409-763-2800

OutSmartMagazine.com

[ MASSAGE & BODYWORK |

eward Yourself

A NIGE TOUCH, RELAXATION
OF BODY AND MIND BY

LEE

Centrally Located; 7 Days,
Evenings, Out Calls Welcome

832.978.7017

 713.590.9090

otHeR CITIES 1.877.510.3344
| HARDLINECHAT.COM

= =

ANDY’S ALL-STAR

PEST CONTROL
—713-732-7742

Complete Pest Control Service
6 Month Warranty - on Standard Pest Gontrol

This is Termite Swarming Season
Call us to Protect your Investment

Calli
Andy

for a free quote

TPCL# 13558

Thank you for
supporting
OutSmart

advertisers.

Please be sure to tell them you
saw their ad in OutSmart!

MARKETPLACE
ADVERTISING RATES

Deadline:

NOV. 10 for the DEC. Issue.

For rates/information
call 713/520-7237 ext. 10.

continued from page 128

have the Mercury retrograde pe-
riod to review those choices before
you put them into action. After that,
you are moving forward.

(December 22-
January 19). November continues
what has been a very busy time
for you. Your career energies are
very active, and you should be
taking a leadership role wherever
you can. You may be looking for
a promotion, or perhaps you've
already started your own new busi-
ness. Friends and business associa-
tions can be especially helpful to
you this month, and November is
especially good for building alli-
ances. Near the end of the month,
you will be ready for some rest
and retreat. In December, Saturn,
your ruler, enters Capricorn for a
28-month visit! Enjoy your down
time, as there won't be much of that
in 2018.

(January 20-Febru-
ary 18). There is a lot of improve-
ment in your career area this
month. You are ready to take on a

leadership position, or even start
your own business. This is a great
time for self-promotion. You may
want to teach, travel, write, or go
back to school. However, you are
expecting the people around you
to act like adults. You will not have
patience for people who aren't
responsible. The holidays will put
you back in touch with people
you haven't heard from in a while.
Your energy level remains strong
through the holidays.

(February 19-March 20).
Over the last couple of weeks you
have been able to get yourself
back on track, so you're feeling a
lot less stuck. You are thinking a lot
about your future and the direction
that you want to take. Writing, trav-
el, and educational prospects open
up for you throughout the month.
By the middle of November, you
are very busy! You may feel some
pressure to make decisions, but the
Mercury retrograde will slow down
that process until the end of Decem-
ber. This will be a nostalgic holiday
period for you!

For more astro-insight, log on to
lillyroddy.com.



Right now_is the perfect opportunity *
% T0 BE PROUD OF WHO YOUARE Thank you again

*-T0 BE COMPASSIONATE T0 s
YOURSELF AND OTHERS Best Astrologer for

all of these years?”

* T0 SHOW GRATITUDE T0 THOSE %*
YOU LOVE AND TRULY APPRECIATE

Voted BEST ASTROLOGER
by OutSmart Readers

LILLY RODDY
ASTROLOGER
> Personal astrological sessions

X Relationship readings < personal / business

‘Qy K Presentations & lectures to organizations

E 4

lillycath@aol.com * www.lillyroddy.com

Hookups

(22
Visit www.squirt.org
to hook up today
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GAYEST

& GREATEST

BEST COMMUNITY BAR, BEST MEN'S BAE.

717 BESTHAPPY

HOUR, FAVORITE LEATHER BAR

All
SKYY & SVEDKA
Vodka Drinks

Your Country Sports Bar

HOURS:

Mon-Sat Tam-2am
Sunday 12pm~2am

$530

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

#1 PARTY BAR IN MONTROSE

VTIN5

TUE - SUN 11A TILL 2A | 2409 GRANT ST | BAYOUCITYBAR.COM | 21 AND UP

If you want to drink, that’s your business.
If you want to stop, that’s ours.

Hundreds of meetings a week in your area.
Call (713) 686-6300 or visit www.aahouston.org
For general information visit: www.aa.org

BAR & CLue GuIDE

HOUSTON

BAYOU CITY BAR )
Montrose's #1 party bar featuring DJs,
drag shows, non-stop dancing
and a great patio. Proudly serving food
from Hamburger Mary's. « Wednesday -
Saturday 9p-2a, Sunday 2p-2a, 2409 Grant
Ste713.522 « 2867

LUR .
Multi-level dance club featuring an.
upstairs lounge and balconies. Ladies
enjoy Wet and Wild Wed., 18-year-olds
welcome Thurs,, Latin night on Sun.
Happy hour 8-10pm; free cover before
11pm. 710 Pacific St. « blurbar.com.

CLUB 2020
Located downtown, this urban club
features Clubbers Friday with male and
female dancers. Its 6,400 square feet also
offers theater-sized viewing screens and
VIP rooms. 2020 Leeland « 713.227. 9667
club2020houston.com.

CLUB CRYSTAL
Find man%of Inergy’s former staff and
décor at this two-room Latin/hip-hop club.
Sunday evening drag shows rule the roost.
6680 Southwest Frwy, next to Colorado
713.278.2582 = crystaltheclub.com.

CROCKER BAR
This comfortably remodeled Montrose
nightspot also offers karaoke on Tuesdays
and Thursdays and extended happy-hour
prices throughout the week. 2312 Crocker
* 713.529.3355.

FBAR
This boutique nightclub offers elegance
without arrogance and features a stage,
dance floor, VIP area, glass-encased quiet
bar, and attractive patio. Tues. and Sun.
drag. 202 Tuam St. = fbarhouston.com
713.522.3227.

GEORGE ) ]
Regulars rule at this comfortable neighbor-
hood sports bar. Sports Saturdays and
Sundays start at 3pm with dart and pool
tournaments. 617 Fairview * 713.528.8102.

GUAVA LAMP _ ,
This trendy and friendly video and cruise
bar gets busy during happy hour and stays
busy ‘til closing. Karaoke on Wed. and Sun.
570 Waugh Dr. » 713.524.3359
guavalamphouston.com.

HAMBURGER MARY’S
everything looks good, just change the
hours of operation to be Tuesday &
Wednesday 4p-10p, Thursday & Friday
4p-2a, Saturday & Sunday 11a-2a

EAGLE

Part of the Eagle worldwide family, it's the
definitive home to the man’s man - leather,
bear, jock or muscle, you'll find them here!
DIs every night, multiple patios and a
leather/accessories shop inside the

bar. Noon-2am every day, 611 Hyde Park,
713.523.BIRD

JR’S BAR & GRILL
This Montrose standard offers drag and
strip shows throu%hout the week, karaoke
Thurs. and Sun., plus pool tables and male
dancers. 808 Pacific St. « 713.521.2519
jrsbarandgrill.com.

MICHAEL'S OUTPOST
Jerry Atwood, Clay Howell, Neil Massey,
Steve Wheaton, and Roger Woest take
turns at the keys at this comfortable
neighborhood piano bar.
1419 Richmond Ave. « 713.520.8446.

NEON BOOTS

DANCEHALL & SALOON
Houston's only LGBTQ country dancehall
opens Wednesday-Sunday. Wednesday
features Steak Night and Bingo. Free dance
classes on Thursdays and Karaoke. 11410
Hempstead Hwy « 713.677.0828
neonbootsclub.com.

PEARL BAR _
This LGBT-friendly lounge in the
Washington corridor features daily
highlights like open mic night, steak
night, and drink specials.
4216 Washington < pearlhouston.com.
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WHAT THE DUCK SHOW!
Wednesdays, 8:30pm

817 W. Dallas « 713/571-7870

| OutSmartMagazine.com

Helpline: 713-46P-FLAG

SUPPORT

EDUCATION -

ADVOCACY




BEHIND

RICH’S HOUSTON
Houston's most iconic and Iarﬁgest LGBT
dance club, with multiple levels featuring a
video/show bar and a private VIP lounge.
No cover before 10:30 p.m. 2401 San
Jacinto « 281.846.6685
richsnightclub.com.

THE RIPCORD
This multi-roomed leather bar boasts
a busy gatlo, especially on the week-
ends. The Black Hawk Leather shop
located inside the club. 715 Fairview Ave
713.521.2792.

RUDYARD'S _ _
The eclectic British pub is known for its
craft beers as well as for the burgers. Most
weekends you'll find up-and-coming local
bands rocking the house. 2010 Waugh Dr.
* 713.521.0521 * rudyardspub.com.

SOUTH BEACH ,
This mega-dance club is a frequent win-
ner of OutSmart's Gayest and Greatest
awards. No cover before 11pm. 810 Pacific
St. « 713.529.50BE « sobehouston.com.

TC'S SHOWBAR ,
With the longest daily happy hours in
Montrose (8am-10pm), this nelthbor—
hood watering hole is very popular. Drag
shows Wednesday-Sunday. Karaoke
Monday & Wednesday. 817 Fairview
713.526.2625 © tcsshowbar.com.

TONY’S CORNER POCKET
This comfortable club has one of the
friendliest bar staffs in town. Amateur
dance contest each Thurs,, Fri,, & Sat. at
11pm. Opens daily at noon.
817 W. Dallas » 713.571.7870
tonyscornerpocketbar.com.

VIVIANA'S
Happening weekend-only gay dance club
with Latin DJs, singers, talent
shows & Sunday strippers.
4624 Dacoma « 713.681.4104.

the BAR

Jai Girard

Halo Video Bar

121 North Main
College Station, TX
halobcs.com
979-823-6174

The only LGBTQ dance club
in Bryan/College Station.
This recently remodeled club
is smack in the middle of
“Aggieland.” Both floors are
now open and packed with
hotties like our bartender Jai,
the owners promise!

BEAUMONT

ORLEANS STREET PUB AND PATIO
The place to hang for food, fun, and booze
in a newly renovated pub, in good weather
or bad. Open every night from 7pm-2am.
650 Orleans « 409.835.4243.

BRYAN/COLLEGE STATION

HALO VIDEO BAR
The only LGBT dance club in Bryan/Col-
lege station, this sleek spot is open Thurs.—
Sat. smack in the middle of Aggieland. 121
North Main ¢ 979.823.6174 « halobcs.com.

GALVESTON

23RD ST. STATION .
The bar features daily drink specials and
the weekend is filled with pulsing music,
hot dancers, drag shows, and a Sunday
Tea Dance. 1706 23rd St. * 409.621.1808.

ROBERT’S LAFITTE ,
The Island institution features a private pa-
tio with swimming pool. On Sat. and Sun.
nights, the Ladies of Lafitte show takes the
stage. 2501 Avenue Q (at 25th)
* 409.765.9092.

SPRING

RANCH HILL SALOON
With its two pool tables, 52-inch plasma
televisions, and large dance floor, this
?opular northside spot also offers DJs
hursday-Saturday. 247041 1-45N Suite
103 « 281.298.9035  ranchhill.com.

THE ROOM BAR AND LOUNGE
This bar and video lounge has a laid-back
atmosphere including daily drink specials,
karaoke, free pool, drag shows, and live
DJs several nights a week. 4915 FM 2920
*281.907.6866 * roombarspring.com.

COME SEE

WHAT WE'VE
GOT COOKIN'

~HONEY!

Y

" . HAMBURGER ¥
H{MARY’S

(GAvEST)
. 2017 / MOST SUPPORTIVE LDCAL BUSINESS TO THE LGBT COMMUNITY

HAMBURGERMARYS.COM/HOUSTON | 2409 ORANT | TUES & WED 4P-10A,THURS & FRI 4P-2A, SAT & SUN 114-24

SUPPORT °

EDUCATION + ADVOCACY

Where Everl/or\e

r's Welcome!

Helpline: 713-46P-FLAG
www.pfla .org

PFLAG

OutvSmart

THE CLUBousron

Good, Clean. Fun.

o

Half Half
priced priced
ROOMS LOCKERS

4pm-11:45pm 4pm-11:45pm

Half
priced
ROOMS

4pm-7:45pm

Free
Buffet
1pm

always open ¢ steam ¢ sauna * whirlpool * huge outdoor pool & patio ¢ private
dressing rooms ¢ lockers ¢ full gym ¢ guest membership available * 18+ only

DAILY SPECIALS 0 0 G} ‘

Social Media ONLY
A PRIVATE MENS CLUB #clubhouston

2205 Fannin Street * Houston ¢ (713)659-4998 ¢ theclubs.com
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By Lilly Roddy

Make Holiday Plans Early!

Mercury goes retrogade in Sagittarius, the sign of travel.

ovember's big news is that Mercury
N is going retrograde from the 27th

through December 25. Mercury will be
retrograde in Sagittarius, the sign of travel, so
be sure to get your holiday plans made early!
With Mercury retrograde during the holidays, it
is best to stick with your traditional plans rather
than striking out on something new. ¢ Neptune
(the mystic, the musician, and the addict) goes
direct on the 22nd. Neptune rules flood events,
and has been affecting the local and national
charts since November 2016. We will see more
heavy rain and possible flooding through 2018.
* Mars, the initiator and activator, is moving
through Libra and will have the most impact on
the cardinal signs—Aries, Libra, Cancer, and
Capricorn. This can give you the courage to
act on your impulses and express your anger
more easily. It could also be harder to sleep as
restfully. © Good days this month are the 3rd,
4th, 9th, 11th, 16th, 17th, 21st, and 25th. Days
to stay in bed are the 12th, 13th, 18th, 19th,
22nd, and 28th. * The sun begins the month in
Scorpio and enters Sagittarius on the 21st. Mer-
cury starts in Scorpio, but quickly enters Sagit-
tarius on the 5th. Mars is traveling though Libra
for the entire month. Jupiter has just begun her
yearlong stay in Scorpio. Saturn is in Sagittarius
and about to enter Capricorn on December 19.
Uranus remains in Aries, Neptune in Pisces, and
Pluto in Capricorn.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Relationships are
definitely the focus this month, especially if you
are starting or renewing a partnership, or ad-
dressing any problematic issues that come up.
The need to reinvent yourself remains strong this
month, especially on the 3rd, 4th, 5th,18th, and
19th. You won't have much patience for people
who get in your way. Career focus becomes
stronger and stronger, dovetailing with your
need for reinvention. This focus may even give
you a whole new path to follow.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Improving your
personal health, work habits, and relationships
are the main items for you this month. Last month
you entered a much more optimistic time frame
that will last through November 2018. This will
be a busy and resourceful year. Current rela-
tionships are improving, and if you are single,
this is a super time to get out and meet someone
new. Career options improve, and this is a good
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month to ask for a raise or apply for a new posi-
tion. This is also a super month to start any sort
of exercise or diet program!

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). You're continuing
to work on moving forward with your career
and relationships. Improving boundaries is
high on your list. This month, you are trying to
improve your work conditions. It's easy for you
to take more of a leadership role at work or in
your community. November is a good time to
apply for a new position—but get that started
before November 27! The push to improve your
health regimen becomes stronger as we get
past midmonth. Your creative juices are active
all month! The Mercury retrograde will affect
you personally, so pay attention.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). Home, family,
relationships, and career are all active this
month. You are continuing the theme you started
last month. You will want to make your nest a
more comfortable place. You could be moving,
remodeling, or changing your interiors. You are
attempting to make some plans to push your
career forward, and that theme will be strong
through 2018. You are also focusing on review-
ing goals for existing relationships, as well as
getting rid of those partnerships that don't serve
your best interests. Be sure and take some time
for yourself. November and December are busy
months for you.

LEO (July 23-August 22). You are looking for
some fun social activities in your life, so you
might even decide to host the holiday parties
for the whole season! You may be looking

for a new home, or remodeling your current
home. You are communicating clearly, even
though you don't have a lot of patience. There
are some big career changes in the air. You
could be looking at starting your own business
or stepping into a new position. By the end of
the month, your children (or childish adults)
will really be getting on your nerves. Put your
boundaries in place.

VIRGO (August 23-September 22). You are
working on ways to improve your resource
base, either by new marketing, improving or
adding new skills, or starting a whole new ven-
ture. With Mercury, your ruler, retrograde at
the end of November, you will have the chance
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to review any decisions before acting on them.
You are finally feeling more confident about
stabilizing your career. Although you have been
somewhat of a recluse, you are finally starting to
get out and interact with other humans. Family
and holidays are the main attraction at the end
of the month.

LIBRA (September 23-October 23). Novem-
ber is an active month with Mars (planet of
action, reaction, fireworks, and passion) travel-
ing through Libra. This can show up as being
more courageous, more willing to take a risk, or
speaking up more on your own behalf. For rela-
tionships, this can be a time of spontaneity and
passion. If there are problems, they will show
up with bells on! The focus is on you this month,
and it’s time for others to do the compromising
rather than you. Watch your spending over the
holidays—you will see a lot of things you like!

SCORPIO (October 24-November 21).
Happy Birthday
to the Phoenixes,
Eagles, and Scor-
pios! This is your
personal yearly
cycle of review-
ing the past year
and setting new
directions for the
upcoming one.
This is a special year for the Scorpios as Jupiter
(planet of fortunate luck, growth, optimism,
and fravel) visits your sign until next November.
You will want to enjoy your life more. This is a
very good month for relationships and business
partnerships. You will still need some time to
yourself, but that feeling lessens as the month
ends. Finances are slowly starting to improve.
Pace yourself, as it will be easy to overcommit to
activities as well.

DAVID EDUARDO FLORES PEREZ

SAGITTARIUS (November 22-December
21). You need some time to yourself for rest and
retreat, so you're ready to pull back from all the
social activity you've been involved with. With
the upcoming Mercury retrograde in your sign,
you will have a very nostalgic holiday as you
connect with people and experiences from your
past. You have been working on setting some
new long-term goals for yourself, and you'll
continued on page 124
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On September 28, KPRC-TV chief meteorologist
Frank Billingsley joined OurSwmarr at Urban Eats
to sign copies of his book, Swabbed & Found.
Pictured are Billingsley, Eric Munoz,

Levi Rollins, and Kevin Gilliard.

OUT IN HOUSTON

On September 30, Ovations Night Club hosted
“The Singing Chef” with Glynda McGinnis,
accompanied by Jerry Atwood. Pictured are
Atwood, McGinnis, and Adrian Anthony.

On October 1, the Houston GLBT Political Caucus
hosted is ninth annual Equality Brunch at Hotel ZaZa.
Pictured are Vincent Pryor, Colt Keo-Meier, Kris
Banks, Becca Keo-Meier, Atlantis Narcisse, Texas
state senator Sylvia Garcia (D-Houston), Kevin
Anderson, Frances Valdez, and Alan Detlaff.

On October 4, the Greater Houston LGBT
Chamber hosted “Cyber Attack” at HCC's West

Loop Campus. Pictured are Gary Wood, Stan
McDonald, Maya Durnovo, and Roy Alvarez.

Fashion X Houston 2017. Pictured are Karen
Morry, Char Franey Goodyear, Kayla Franey
Stewart, and twin models Mila and Suri
Goodyear from the Porcelain Teacup.
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On October 12, the Houston premiere of A Very
Sordid Wedding was held at River Oaks Theater,
with a VIP reception at Guava Lamp. Pictured are
Del Shores, Ann Walker, and Emerson Collins.
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On October 5, Discovery Green hosted “Show
Your Pride Night” featuring Ty Herndon and the
Band Hennessy. Pictured are Barry Mandel,
Herndon, and Candy Sigust.

On October 11, HRC Houston staged its 21st
annual Gala Kick-Off Celebration at Design Within
Reach. Pictured are Gary Wilson, Brielle Rouse,
Terry Hamman, Crystal Gilliam, Rey Ocanas,
Despina Giannakis, and Josh Beasley.

On October 21, the Houston Grand Opera’s
Overture 2017 season kickoff was held at the
home of Bruce Smith. Pictured are David
Krohn, Paul Hopper, David Daniels, Anthony
Roth Costanzo, Smith, and Patrick Summers.
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Holidays and Hurricanes. Pictured are Ryan Leach,
Kathryn Way, Russell Etherton, AJ Mistretta,
Ryan Bellinghausen, Ryan Lindsay, Jessica Zyrie,
and Hoja Lopez.

I-ﬁ R | L

On October 11, the Montrose Center hosted
Houston'’s premier annual LGBTQ dinner, Out For
Good, at the Ballroom at Bayou Place. Pictured
are Karen Carlson, Rep. Garnet Coleman, Ann

Robison, Annise Parker, Evelyn Carlson, and
Daryl Shorter.

On October 22, the Diana Foundation held its
kickoff fundraising dinner, “Literally Be a Part of
History,” at the home of John Heinzerling and
Ciro Flores. Pictured are Mike Leibbert, Dan
Maxwell, Heinzerling, and Tanner Williams.
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