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EARLY VOTING
MONDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2019 - FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2013

ABSENTEE APPLICATION DEADLINE
FRIDAY, 0CTOBER 25, 2019
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We are proud to say these candidates are
the most qualified and most ready to address
the concerns of the LGBTQ+ community.
Government officials such as many of the
judicial offices on this ballot have a profound
effect on our lives, whether it be determining
who can adopt to whether a person can
change his or her legal name to match the
gender with which they identify.

The Houston GLBT Political Caucus PAC
is proud to support these candidates!

(You can take this card with you to the polls)

Visit www.harrisvotes.com for polling location information.
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The EMSCULPT is the only procedure to
help both women and men build muscle
and sculpt their body. In addition, the
EMSCULPT creates the world's first
non-invasive buttock toning procedure.
It uses electromagnetic energy to con-
tract muscles, just like you would at the
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able, 20-minute session is equivalent to
literally tens of thousands of sit-ups and
can be used to strengthen both ab and
butt muscles.

VISIT WEST AVE
PLASTIC SURGERY

713.559.9300

2800 Kirby Drive, Suite B-212
Houston, TX 77098
westaveplasticsurgery.com
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he first Monday of this month marks

the beginning of the 2019-2020

Supreme Court term. On the next day,

SCOTUS hears three separate cases

that will decide whether Title VII of

the Civil Rights Act 0f 1964 protects
LGBTQ people on the basis of sexual orienta-
tion and gender identity.

Tuesday, October 8, promises to be one of
the mostimportant days in LGBTQ legal his-
tory, so pay careful attention to those opening
hearings. As columnist Monica Roberts notes
in her October column, “No matter which way
the cases go, they will undoubtedly be a hot
issue during the 2020 elections.”

Fortunately, as we head into the 2020
elections, the Democratic presidential hope-
fuls seem eager to discuss LGBTQ concerns.
Inthisissue, writer Lisa Keen recaps the
first national presidential forum devoted to
LGBTQissues, and previews a similar forum
that takes place on October 10.

Atthelocal level, there are several
outspoken leaders stepping up to represent
their communities in public office. In this

PUBLISHER'S NOTE

October edition of OutSmarT’s Out for Change
series, we introduce you to six openly LGBTQ
candidates vying for Houston City Council
positions for the first time.

In another hopeful sign of progress, Fort
Bend County unanimously approved LGBTQ
employee protections last month, writer
Lourdes Zavaletareports. But that progress
won’t continue unless we vote! This year’s vot-
er registration deadline is Monday, October 7,
and you can vote early at any polling location
October 23-November 2, or in your neighbor-
hood precinct on Election Day, November 5.

Writer Brandon Wolflooks at the Mon-
trose Center’s role in building LGBTQ
Houston organizations. The Center also hosts
its annual Out for Good dinner on October 11,
where our fabulous cover star Tommie Ross
will be presented with this year’s LGBTQ
Community Vision Award.

Ifyou're searching for entertainment, look
no further than the Houston Grand Opera’s
Saul. Writer Don Maines previews this gay
biblical gay drama depicting the love story
between Jonathan and David. Maines also

chats with bisexual actor Blake Jackson, who
plays Hanschen in Theatre Under The Stars’
Spring Awakening. And Bill Arning depicts
the unique stylings of out artist Mark Ponder,
while writer Sam Byrd gives us a sneak peek
at Arning’s provocative new art exhibit, No
Trigger Warnings.

Finally, check out our 2019 Gayest &
Greatest Readers’ Choice Award winners,
and join OUTSMART at our awards ceremony
on Tuesday, October 22, from 6 to 9 p.m. at
ReBar, located at 202 Tuam St.

We hope to see you there!

Greg Jeu and the staff of OuTSMART

Greg Jeu

PUBLISHER

16 OCTOBER2019 | OutSmartMagazine.com
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NEWS

Supreme Court Preview:
"The stakes could not be higher:

Current cases could have the most profound consequences yet on LGBTQ civil rights.

ere’s the blunt reality: the U.S.

Supreme Court’s rulings on three

cases it will hear arguments about

this month could have the most
profound consequences yet on LGBTQ people.
Why?

The three cases ask whether an existing
federal law that prohibits discrimination in
employment “because of sex” applies where
discrimination is motivated by an employee’s
sexual orientation or transgender status.

The existing law in question is Title VII of
the Civil Rights Act 0f 1964. That law states:
“It shall be an unlawful employment practice
for an employer [of 15 or more people] to. . .dis-
criminate against any individual.. .because of
such individual’s race, color, religion, sex, or
national origin.”

LGBTQ]legal activists say that discrimi-
nating against an employee because his or her
spouse or sexual partner is of the same sex
constitutes discrimination “because of sex.”
They say discrimination against an employee
whose gender identity differs from the sex at-
tributes ascribed to them at birth constitutes
discrimination “because of sex.”

Attorneys on the other side, which includes
the Trump administration, say Congress did
not intend to include sexual orientation and
gender identity under “because of sex,” and sex
discrimination is when “members of one sex
are exposed to disadvantageous terms to which
members of the other sex are not exposed.”

Both sides believe an explicit reading of the
law favors them.

“Ifthe Courtreads the Title VII statute
properly—and simply applies the literal words
on the page—we will win,” said Jenny Pizer,
senior counsel to Lambda Legal, who has sub-
mitted friend-of-the-court briefs on behalf of
the gay and transgender employees in the three
cases. “Having the Supreme Court confirm
that understanding will have enormous, pow-

18 OCTOBER2019 | OutSmartMagazine.com

By LISA KEEN

ISTOCK IMAGES

LGBTQ legal activists say that discriminating against an employee because his or her spouse or sexual partner
is of the same sex, or whose gender identity differs from the sex attributes ascribed to them at birth, constitutes

discrimination "because of sex.”

erful deterrent and remedial effects.” And be-
cause similarlanguage is used in federal laws
covering housing, education, credit, and health
care, said Pizer, a win in these Title VII cases
“will be tremendous precedents for future liti-
gationinthose areas.”

“The stakes for our community could not
be higher,” said Jon Davidson, chief counsel to
Freedom for All Americans and former nation-
allegal director for Lambda Legal. Davidson
characterized the three cases before the court
as “the most consequential cases for LGBTQ
people since the Supreme Court ruled in favor
of marriage equality, and the most important
cases about transgender people ever heard by
the high court.”

The Alliance Defending Freedom, a group
that has spearheaded numerous lawsuits to
diminish equal protection for LGBTQ people,
has also been sending out emails telling its sup-

porters that the decisions will have enormous
consequences. ADF says that if the court allows
“sex” to include “gender identity,” the result
could “undermine equal opportunities for
women and girls” in athletics, force women’s
shelters to accept men, and force schools to
“open locker rooms, restrooms, and showers to
men who claim a female identity.”

Many Supreme Court observers expect the
trio of Title VII cases to be the most-watched
cases of the 2019-20 term, which begins on
October 7.

So, what are some of the most important
things LGBTQ people need to know about
these upcoming cases?

The Court’s Timeline

Oral argument will beginat 10 a.m. ET on
Tuesday, October 8, at the U.S. Supreme Court.
The first hour will be spent on two cases in-
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volving sexual orientation discrimination; the
second hour will be spent on transgender dis-
crimination. People who live in the Washing-
ton D.C. area can spend many hours waiting
inline and maybe get into the court chambers
to see and hear a few minutes (seats reserved
for visitors are rotated). The proceedings are
not televised, so the next-best betis to read
atranscript of the arguments, which will be
made available at supremecourt.gov later in
the day. Audio recordings are available at the
same site later in the week.

Basic Facts of the Three Cases

There are three cases, all involving

Title VII. Two ask whether Title VII covers
sexual orientation discrimination. They are
Altitude Expressv. Zarda, from New York and
the Second Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals, and
Bostockv. Clayton County, from Georgia and
the Eleventh Circuit. Arguments in these two
cases have been consolidated and will be dis-
cussed in the first hour.

The Zardalawsuit began in 2010, when
aLong Island skydiving company called Al-
titude Express fired one of its instructors,
Daniel Zarda. The company said it fired Zarda
over a customer service problem; Zarda said
it fired him because he disclosed to ajumper
thathe was gay. Zarda filed alawsuit and,
though he died in a skydiving accident in 2014,
his estate carried on the litigation with the
help of Lambda Legal. They won at the Second
Circuit, but the employer has appealed to the
Supreme Court.

The Bostock lawsuit began in 2013 when
the Clayton County Juvenile System in Geor-
giafired alongtime employee, Gerald Bostock,
after he openly acknowledged joining a gay
softball team. The county said it fired him for
“conduct unbecoming a county employee;”
Bostock said it fired him because he is gay.
The Eleventh Circuit dismissed his lawsuit,
noting it had previously ruled sexual orienta-
tion is not covered until Title VII. Bostock
appealed to the Supreme Court.

The third case, which will be argued in the
second hour, involves discrimination based on
transgender status. Harris Funeral Homes v.
EEOC originated in 2014 when funeral home
director and embalmer Aimee Stephens filed
acomplaint with the U.S. Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission. Stephens said the
Harris Funeral Homes fired her after seven
years on the job, two weeks after she informed
the employer she would be transitioning from
male to female. The funeral home said it fired
Stephens because Stephens refused to abide
by the company’s dress code requiring that
male employees wear a company-furnished
men’s business suit. The EEOC found Har-
ris Funeral Homes in violation of Title VII,
and the Sixth Circuit agreed. Harris Funeral
Homes appealed to the Supreme Court.

The Prospects for Victory
To win at case at the Supreme Court, one must
have the support of at least five justices. In the
past, LGBTQ people could pretty much rely
on getting that majority from the court’s four
generally liberal justices (Justices Ruth Bader
Ginsburg, Stephen Breyer, Sonia Sotomayor, and
Elena Kagan) and the moderate Justice, Antho-
ny Kennedy. Kennedy, in fact, became legendary
for providing the critical fifth vote on marriage
equality, and for striking down the Defense of
Marriage Act (DOMA). He also led 6-3 majori-
ties in striking down sodomy laws and laws
seeking to gut nondiscrimination ordinances.

But Kennedy retired last year, and with the
death of Justice Antonin Scalia, the new court
has a solid five-person majority of very conser-
vative justices. The new justices include Brett
Kavanaugh, whose answers around LGBTQ
issues during his confirmation hearing were
alarmingly evasive to LGBTQ activists. They
also include Neil Gorsuch, who wrote an article
criticizing “liberals” for filing lawsuits on “ev-
erything from gay marriage to assisted suicide”
to achieve their “social agenda.”

Hence, the prospects for victory have di-
minished in the past year, to say the least.

Precedent Favors a Pro-LGBT Outcome
One thingleaning in favor of the LGBTQ par-
tiesin these cases is precedent—the previous

Supreme Courtrulings in two cases.

Inone case, decided in 1989, the U.S. Su-
preme Court ruled that discrimination based
on sex included discrimination based on gen-
der-based stereotypes. The case was Price Wa-
terhouse v. Hopkins, in which a female employee
atthe accounting giant Price Waterhouse
was rejected for partnership because some
the top officials at the firm considered her too
masculine. The Supreme Court plurality said
the employer’s refusal to promote the woman
was “motivated by stereotypical notions
about women’s proper deportment” and that it
constituted a violation of Title VII unless the
employer could prove “by clear and convincing
evidence” that it would have refused the promo-
tion regardless of the employee’s gender.

Inthe second case, decided in 1998, the Su-
preme Court, led by conservative Justice Anto-
nin Scalia, said Title VII’s prohibition against
sex discrimination, including a prohibition
against sexual harassment, could be used to
protect an employee from sexual harassment
by an employee of the same sex. The case was
Oncale v. Sundowner.

The caveat: while lower courts must abide
by U.S. Supreme Court precedent, the Supreme
Courtitself does not. The court has famously
reversed precedent in cases involving segre-
gation, interracial marriage, and, corporate

SUPREME COURT CONTINUED ON PAGE 110
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Important Facts About DOVATO

This is only a brief summary of important information about
DOVATO and does not replace talking to your healthcare provider
about your condition and treatment.

What is the Most Important Information | Should

Know about DOVATO?

If you have both human immunodeficiency virus-1 (HIV-1) and

hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection, DOVATO can cause serious side

effects, including:

* Resistant HBV infection. Your healthcare provider will test you for HBV
infection before you start treatment with DOVATO. If you have HIV-1 and
hepatitis B, the hepatitis B virus can change (mutate) during your reatment
with DOVATO and become harder to treat (resistant). It is not known if
DOVATO is safe and effective in people who have HIV-1 and HBV infection.

* Worsening of HBV infection. If you have HIV-1 and HBV infection, your
HBV may get worse (flare-up) if you stop taking DOVATO. A “flare-up” is when
your HBV infection suddenly returns in a worse way than before. Worsening
liver disease can be serious and may lead to death.

o Do not run out of DOVATO. Refill your prescription or talk to your
healthcare provider before your DOVATO is all gone.

o Do not stop DOVATO without first talking to your healthcare
provider. If you stop taking DOVATO, your healthcare provider will need
to check your health often and do blood tests regularly for several months
to check your liver.

What is DOVATO?

DOVATO is a prescription medicine that is used without other antiretroviral

medicines to treat HIV-1 infection in adults: who have not received antiretroviral

medicines in the past, and without known resistance to the medicines dolutegravir
or lamivudine. HIV-1 is the virus that causes Acquired Immune Deficiency

Syndrome (AIDS). It is not known if DOVATO is safe and effective in children.

Who should not take DOVATO?

Do Not Take DOVATO if You:

® have ever had an allergic reaction to a medicine that contains dolutegravir
or lamivudine.

® take dofetilice.

What should I tell my healthcare provider before using DOVATO?

Tell your healthcare provider about all of your medical conditions,

including if you:

® have or have had liver problems, including hepatitis B or C infection.

® have kidney problems.

® are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. One of the medicines in DOVATO

(dolutegravir) may harm your unborn baby.

o You should not take DOVATO if you are planning to hecome
pregnant or during the first 12 weeks of pregnancy. Your
healthcare provider may prescribe a diferent medicing if you are planning
to become pregnant or become pregnant during treatment with DOVATO.

o Ifyou can become pregnant, your healthcare provider will performa
pregnancy test before you start treatment with DOVATO.

o Ifyou can become pregnant, you should consistently use effective birth
control (contraception) during treatment with DOVATO.

o Tell your healthcare provider right away if you are planning to become
pregnant, you become pregnant, or think you may be pregnant during
treatment with DOVATO.

0, ©2019Vilv Healthcare or licensor.
ViiV

Healthcare

DLLADVT190007 June 2019
Produced in USA.

Learn more
about LaDeia
and DOVATO at
DOVATO.com

Tell your healthcare provider about all of your medical conditions,

including if you: (cont’d)

® are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed if you
take DOVATO.
© You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk of passing

HIV-1to your baby.
o One of the medicines in DOVATO (lamivudine) passes into your breastmilk.
o Talk with your healthcare provider about the best way to feed your baby.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take,

including prescription and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, and

herbal supplements.

Some medicines interact with DOVATO. Keep a list of your medicines and show

itto your healthcare provider and pharmacist when you get a new medicine.

® You canask your healthcare provider or pharmacist for a list of medicines that
interact with DOVATO.

® Do not start taking a new medicine without telling your
healthcare provider. Your healthcare provider can tell you if it is safe
to take DOVATO with other medicines.

What are Possible Side Effects of DOVATO?

DOVATO can cause serious side effects, including:

© Those in the “What is the Most Important Information | Should
Know about DOVATO?” section.

* Allergic reactions. Call your healthcare provider right away if you
develop a rash with DOVATO. Stop taking DOVATO and get medical
help right away if you develop a rash with any of the following signs
or symptoms: fever; generally ill feeling; tiredness; muscle or joint aches;
blisters or sores in mouth; blisters or peeling of the skin; redness or swelling of
the eyes; swelling of the mouth, face, lips, or tongue; problems breathing.

® Liver problems. People with a history of hepatitis B or C virus may have an
increased risk of developing new or worsening changes in certain liver tests
during treatment with DOVATO. Liver problems, including liver failure, have
also happened in people without a history of liver disease or other risk factors.
Your healthcare provider may do blood tests to check your liver.

Tell your healthcare provider right away if you get any of the
following signs or symptoms of liver problems: your skin or the
white part of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice); dark or “tea-colored” urine;
light-colored stools (bowel movements); nausea or vomiting; loss of appetite;
and/or pain, aching, or tenderness on the right side of your stomach area.

* Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis). Lactic acidosis
is a serious medical emergency that can lead to death. Tell your healthcare
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms
that could be signs of lactic acidosis: feel very weak or tired; unusual
(not normal) muscle pain; trouble breathing; stomach pain with nausea and
vomiting; feel cold, especially in your arms and legs; feel dizzy or lightheaded;
and/or afast or irregular heartbeat.

* | actic acidosis can also lead to severe liver problems, which can
lead to death. Your liver may become large (hepatomegaly) and you may
develop fatinyour liver (steatosis). Tell your healthcare provider right
away if you get any of the signs or symptoms of liver problems
which are listed above under “Liver problems.” You may be
more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver problems if you
are female or very overweight (obese).

Vii\@)m@cr

For information on access and coverage to help
you get your prescribed ViiV Healthcare medications
Insured ¢ Underinsured ¢ Uninsured

1-844-588-3288 (toll free)
Monday-Friday, 8am-11pm (er)

&

D www.viivconnect.com
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HIV MEDICINE IS ONE PART OF IT.

Reasons to ask your doctor about DOVATO:

DOVATO can help you reach You can take it any time of
s and then stay undetectable* day with or without food
with just 2 medicines in 1 pill. (around the same time each

That means fewer medicines’ in day)—giving you flexibility
your body while taking DOVATO

DOVATO is a once-a-day complete treatment for adults who are new
to HIV-1 medicine.

Results may vary.

*Undetectable means reducing the HIV in your blood to very low levels (less than 50 copies per mL).
As compared with 3-drug regimens.

(©Dovato

dolutegravir 50 mg/
lamivudine 300mg tablets

What are Possible Side Effects of DOVATO (cont’d)?

© Changes in your immune system (Immune
Reconstitution Syndrome) can happen when you start taking
HIV-1 medicines. Your immune system may get stronger and
beginto fight infections that have been hidden in your body for
along time. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you
start having new symptoms after you start taking DOVATO.

* The most common side effects of DOVATO
include: headache; diarrhea; nausea; trouble sleeping;
and tiredness.

These are notall the possible side effects of DOVATO. Call

your doctor for medical advice about side effects. You are

encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription
drugs to the FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call
1-800-FDA-1088.

Where Can | Find More Information?

© Talk to your healthcare provider or pharmacist.

e (Goto DOVATO.com or call 1-877-844-8872,
where you can also get FDA-approved labeling.

Trademark is owned by or licensed to the
ViV Healthcare group of companies.

“"L il *Compensated by ViiV Healthcare

Could DOVATO be right for you? Ask your doctor today.
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NEWS

The LGBTQ Presidential Debates

Democratic candidates are grilled on their voting records.

everal Democratic presidential can-
didates seemed to throw President
Obama under the metaphorical bus re-
cently as they sought to illustrate how
they didn’t take as long as other Democrats
to “evolve” on LGBTQ issues. Former Vice
President Joe Biden was taken to task for hav-
ing characterized Vice President Mike Pence
as a “decent guy.” And U.S. Senators Elizabeth
Warren and Kamala Harris were grilled over
their early opposition to gender transition
surgery for prison inmates. But nobody asked
South Bend Mayor Pete Buttigieg about his re-
cent attack on “LGBT media” which he claimed
criticizes him for being either too gay or not
gay enough.

Such was the first national presiden-
tial forum devoted to LGBTQ issues for the
2020 presidential campaign. The forum was
livestreamed from Coe College in Cedar Rap-
ids, Iowa, and sponsored by the statewide
LGBTQ group One Iowa, the national LGBTQ
media group GLAAD, The Advocate LGBTQ
newsmagazine, and the local Cedar Rapids
Gazette newspaper.

Transgender actress and businesswoman
Angelica Ross emceed the event which gave
10 Democratic presidential candidates,
including four of the top five polling
candidates, 10 minutes each on stage. During
that time, they were each asked to say what
they would do on LGBTQ issues during
their first 100 days as president, and then
answer two to three additional questions
from arepresentative of one of the event’s
sponsors: Gazette columnist Lyz Lenz, One
Iowa policy director Keenan Crow, and The
Advocate’s editor-in-chief Zach Stafford.

Three of the top-polling Democratic
candidates did not show up: Senator Bernie
Sanders, former U.S. Rep. Beto O’Rourke,
and businessman Andrew Yang. Sanders was
in the middle of a four-day tour of college
campuses in the Carolinas and spent Friday
evening at Winthrop University in Rock Hill,
South Carolina. Erica Barz, communications
director for One Iowa, said O’Rourke and Yang
did not give any specific reason when they
declined to participate.

Openly gay presidential hopeful Pete
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By LISA KEEN

The next national LGBTQ forum for presidential candidates will be broadcast live by CNN. The forum, co-sponsored
by the Human Rights Campaign, will take place on Thursday, October 10, at 7 p.m.

Buttigieg got aloud and prolonged standing
ovation when he was called to the stage,
seventh in the line of 10 candidates. Buttigieg’s
appearance at the LGBTQ forum came just
two days after he told a SiriusXM host, “I
can’tevenread the LGBT media anymore,
because it’s all ‘He’s too gay, not gay enough,
wrong kind of gay.”” Buttigieg did not specify
which LGBTQ media outlets he believed
expressed such criticism, and many LGBTQ
media outlets were quick to point out that

it has been mainstream media that have
questioned Buttigieg’s expression of being
gay. Most notorious of the mainstream

media articles was one published by the New
Republic magazine. The article, which has
since been taken down from the magazine’s
website, was a commentary by gay writer
Dale Peck that referred to Buttigieg as “Mary
Pete” and said the only difference between
Buttigieg and all the other white men running
for president is “what he does with his dick (and
possibly his ass).”

During his opening remark, Buttigieg criti-
cized U.S. Housing and Urban Development
Secretary Ben Carson for referring to trans-
gender women as “big hairy men” trying to get
into homeless shelters for women. Buttigieg
said that if anyone in his administration spoke
the way Carson did about transgender people,
they would be fired.

The Advocate’s Stafford asked Buttigieg
how he would feel as president knowing he
could still not make ablood donation because
ofthe Food and Drug Administration’s re-

strictions on gay men giving blood. Buttigieg
lamented that the FDA policy is not “medically
informed.” Stafford also asked Buttigieg how
he would handle religious exemptions from
non-discrimination laws. Buttigieg said he
thinksitis an “insult to religion” when such
exemptions are sought.

The second-strongest applause from the
live audience came in a boisterous standing
ovation for Senator Warren, who was slated
ninth out ofthe 10 candidates. Warren ignored
the directive to say what she would do in her
first 100 days as president. Instead, with her
voice sounding gripped with emotion, she read
the names of 18 transgender women of color
who have been victims of hate crimes in 2019.

“Equality is far off for many people in this
country,” said Warren, “but the cost of in-
equality for transgender people, particularly
transgender women of color, is now a moment
of crisis.”

Warren, who has become well-known for
having articulated “a plan” to fix many of the
nation’s problems, said President Trump has
aplan,too—to turn “people against people,
white against black, turn straight against gay
and trans, turn Christian against Muslim.”
His strategy, she said, was to have these con-
flicts distract the nation so people “won’t
notice that Donald Trump and his buddies are
robbing the rest of this country of its wealth
and its dignity.”

Gazette columnist Lyz Lenz noted that in
2012, Warren didn’t support transition surgery

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24
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for inmates but that she had changed her mind
this year. She asked how to get others on board.
Warren replied, “Fight for it.”

When Lenz asked Warren to discuss what
being “moral” means to her, Warren cited a bib-
lical passage from Matthew 25, in which giving
food and solace to a stranger is equated with
giving solace to the Lord. The story, she said,
illustrated two things for her: “There is God,
or goodness, or power in every single human
being,” said Warren. “And we are not called on
to [only] have a good heart and smile and open
mind. We are called on to act, and that is what
we will do.”

Asked what she would do if the U.S. Su-
preme Court rules againstincluding LGBTQ
people from the protections of Title VII of the
federal civil-rights law, Warren said, “We have
a Congress we can hold accountable and Con-
gress can decide we all are equal. Thatis the
fight I am ready to lead.”

The Candidates’ Records

Applause for little-known candidate Joe Ses-
tak, a former admiral and U.S. representative,
was light, as it was for long-shot candidates
Marianne Williamson and U.S. Rep. Tulsi
Gabbard. While Gabbard reminded the audi-
ence she earned a 100 percent positive voting

record in Congress from the Human Rights
Campaign during the most recent session, she
was gently prodded to address the fact that, in
the early 2000s, she worked against marriage
equality in Hawaii. A question submitted by
an audience member asked Gabbard “How can
LGBT people trust you?”

Gabbard said her record in Congress
“speaks for itself.” She noted that, when she
served in the military, she served alongside
LGBTQ Americans, “got to know them in the
most extreme circumstances. We had each
other’s backs.”

In addition to Warren and Gabbard, others
had to account for their past votes against LG-
BTQinterests.

The Gazette’s Lenz asked Senator Harris
how transgender people could trust her, given
that as California’s Attorney General she sub-
mitted abriefin support of denying transgen-
der surgery to prison inmates. Harris said that
as attorney general, she had to represent the
state agencies. But she said that later, “when
Ilearned what they were doing behind the
scenes, I had them change the policies.”

Lenz went after Biden, too, noting that, as a
senator in the 1990s, he voted for the “Don’t Ask,
Don’t Tell” policy banning LGBTQ people from
the military, and the Defense of Marriage Act
that barred federal recognition of marriages be-
tween same-sex couples. She noted he later voted

torepeal both those laws, but he recently referred
to Vice President Pence as a “decent guy.”

“You’re alovely person,” quipped Biden, who
seemed thrown off balance by the questions.

“I'mjust asking the questions people want
to know,” said Lenz.

“Fire away,” said Biden.

Lenz continued, saying that Pence hasa
well-established reputation of being opposed
to equal rights for LGBTQ people.

“How can [LGBTQ people] trust you won’t
compromise on issues that put them atrisk in
order to compromise with people like Pence?”

Biden reminded the audience that he “didn’t
have to go through any period of adjustment” to
support marriage equality for same-sex couples.

“Ididn’t have to evolve,” he said.

The word “evolve” became a politically
loaded term during the early years of the
Obama administration as then President
Obama was initially reluctant to support mar-
riage equality. By the start of his second term,
Obama expressed support for allowing same-
sex couples to marry. His widely publicized
statement came just days after Biden gave an
interview saying he was “absolutely comfort-
able” with marriage equality.

Biden said his reference to Pence as “de-
cent” was “just a way to speak” when you have
to work with someone, but he added, “I don’t
think Trump is all that decent.”
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U.S. Senator Cory Booker was quick to point
out that he supported LGBTQ equality from
the start of his political career “before alot of
national leaders had evolved.” He demonstrated
adeep familiarity with LGBTQ institutions and
history, referring to the work of the Hetrick-
Martin Institute in New York that helps LGBT
youth; referring by name to Ja'leyah-Jamar, a
black transgender women in Kansas City who
became the 18th transgender woman of color to
be killed by a hate crime this year; and noting
that 30 percent of LGBTQyouth report missing
school out of fear for their safety. He also noted
that he stood up for marriage equality at a time
when few others in public office had. As mayor
of Newark, for instance, he refused to preside
over male-female marriage ceremonies until
same-sex marriages could also marry.

Booker said he was “alifelong ally on these
issues” and, as president, would have a “com-
prehensive agenda on Day One.”

U.S. Senator Amy Klobuchar, who, like
Booker, has been polling in the low single dig-
its, seemed to make a warm impression on the
audience, even though her initial comments
were interrupted by someone shouting from
the back of the audience. When a member of
the audience who had been in Orlando’s Pulse
nightclub when a gunman killed 49 people
asked about gun control, Klobuchar beckoned
him to the stage and gave him a hug.

“I'm proud of how the LGBT community
has stood with other groups to get gun legisla-
tion passed,” said Klobuchar. And she said she
“would not fold” to the National Rifle Associa-
tion in her efforts to pass gun control.

Former Housing and Urban Development
Secretary Julian Castro, the last of the 10 can-
didates heard at the forum, said he found Car-
son’s remark “disgusting” and said he should
“step down” from the position.

At one point during the forum, one of the
moderators announced that the event was
trending at the top of social media. They did
not identify which media. According to Twit-
ter, #LGBTQforum got 31,200 Twitter posts,
putting it in fourth place behind the #Storm-
ingArea51, a hashtag for people interestedina
mass-trespassing event at a Nevada Air Force
testing range associated with reports of UFO
activity. That issue drew 73,000 posts.

The next national LGBTQ forum for presi-
dential candidates will be broadcastlive by
CNN. The forum, co-sponsored by the Human
Rights Campaign, will take place on Thursday,
October 10, at 7 p.m. Nine candidates have
confirmed participation so far: Biden, Booker,
Buttigieg, Castro, Harris, Klobuchar, O’'Rourke,
businessman Tom Steyer, and Warren. CNN
reports that both Sanders and Yang have said
scheduling conflicts prevent them from partici-
pating. Moderators will include Anderson Coo-
per, Don Lemon, Dana Bash, and Chris Cuomo.

© 2019 Keen News Service. All rights reserved.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
By LOURDES ZAVALETA

QUEER THINGS to DO

Resolve to stay involved with the help of our
weekly planner. Visit OutSmartMagazine.com

Fabulous Event

Intersex advocates Koomah (1) and Mo Cortez keynote day two
of the 2019 Gender Infinity Conference, which coincides with
Intersex Awareness Day on October 26. /vser: Transgender ad-

COMMUNITY vocate and model Jessica Zyrie keynotes day one of the event.
October 25-26
Gender Infinity Conterence
very October, we commemorate reminded of the important roles queer folks 50 workshops discussing gender, faith,
LGBTQ History Month as well have played in creating the world we live in medical transitions, and more. Join friends,
as six other queer holidays. This today. families, allies, and healthcare providers
time around, Space City is home Space City’s annual Gender Infinity alike and take in speeches by this year’s
to an abundance of celebrations Conference—which coincidentally lands keynote speakers: transgender model and
that uplift our community. From Coming on Intersex Awareness Day—is just one of advocate Jessica Zyrie, and the creators of
Out Day parties to a Latino HIV/AIDS these fabulous events. The two-day 2019 The Houston Intersex Society, Koomah and
Awareness Day festival, both the LGBTQ conference takes place at the University Mo Cortez.
and wider Houston communities will be of Houston-Clear Lake, and features over tinyurl.com/y5rollcn

NIGHTLIFE
OCTOBER 12

Pearl Bar's Sixth Anniversary

Pearl Bar turns six this year, and the lesbian club will celebrate with an on-site party. Owned by LGBTQ activist Julie Mabry, B
Pearl Bar debuted in 2014 as a safe space for queer women to drink, dance, and mingle. Mabry's creation, along with her
activist work, has been recognized by several queer Houston organizations. In 2018, Mabry was named a Pride Houston
honorary grand marshal, and in 2019 she received the Human Rights Campaign’'s Community Equality Award. More infor-
mation on Pearl Bar's sixth-anniversary celebration will be featured in next month'’s edition of OurSmart magazine.
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STAGE
OCTOBER 25

AC2: Anderson Cooper
and Andy Cohen

ome and watch gay superstars Anderson Cooper (far left) and Andy
Cohen spend an “intimate evening” in Houston. This is the second
installment of Cooper and Cohen’s national buddy tour. Two years ago,

the television hosts spoke to fans in Houston about their friendship, their ca-
reers, and breaking news. This year’s Houston visit takes place at the Smart
Financial Centre at Sugar Land, and this time around Cooper and Cohen

promise “deeper talks and shallower tales.”

tinyurl.com/yxus72yy

SOCIAL

October 10

PEARL RUNNERS SOCIAL RUN
This month, Pearl Bar Houston encourages
fitness and community through a series of
social runs beginning at the Washington
Avenue bar. All levels of runners are wel-
come, and the event is followed by beer and
conversation at Pearl.
tinyurl.com/y5z845q3

FESTIVAL

October 12

LADIES ON THE LAKE

Grab your girl crew and head over to Mag-
nolia Garden Park for a Lesbians of Color
music festival. An abundance of female art-
ists will join together for this one-of-a-kind
show and DJ competition. Vendor opportu-
nities are available for this family-friendly
event, which is open to all LGBTQ allies.
tinyurl.com/y2ojvtuu

October 11 is Coming Out Day

COMMUNITY

October 12

COMING OUT WEEKEND
Celebrate National Coming Out Day at Neon
Boots Dancehall & Saloon. There will be
entertainment, auctions, and dancing, with
proceeds to benefit OutReach United's 2019
beneficiaries: The Montrose Center, the Dal-
ton DeHart Photographic Foundation, Out for
Education, Combined Arms LGBTQ Veterans
Group, and M.E.N. Incorporated.
tinyurl.com/y3025t5y

COMMUNITY

October 13

DRAG QUEEN STORY HOUR
Drag Queen Story Hour of Galveston Island, a
program that features drag queens reading
LGBTQ-affirming picture books to children,
takes place at Galveston's Own Farmers
Market. Enjoy stories by drag queens Kymber
Devine and Athena Sapphire, as well as the
free book giveaways every hour.
tinyurl.com/y2t163mz

COMMUNITY

October 15-19

JUNTOS: A LATINX
CELEBRATION

Impulse Group Houston, an international or-
ganization dedicated to promoting healthier
lifestyles among LGBTQ men, celebrates
Hispanic Heritage Month with Juntos, Hous-
ton’s first Queer Latinx festival. The group
hosts different events daily, including live
figure drawing, queer loteria, and more.
tinyurl.com/y6ygtht3

October 15 is National Latino

COMMUNITY

October 19

TROPICAL COUNTRY: A
TRAIL RIDE TO THE ISLAND
The Texas Gay Rodeo Association hosts a
fundraiser at 23rd Street Station in Galves-
ton. The event features live entertainment,
prizes, live auctions, raffles, and more.
tinyurl.com/y533m53s

October 19 is National

ART

October 20

BAYOU CITY BE ALL
DiverseWorks presents this Evening of
Performance, Fashion, and Music Beyond
the Gender Binary at Sharespace. The one-
of-a-kind experience is a community-driven
project that surveys queer and gender-non-
conforming traditions across Houston, and
features works by performance artists Black
TM, Tania Breton, Junior Fernandez, iPOCA
Collective, Jazmin Jett, and more.
tinyurl.com/y48wsx7m

COMMUNITY

October 25-27

INTERSEX AWARENESS

The Houston Intersex Society (THIS) hosts
several events for Intersex Awareness Day, an
international holiday celebrated on October
26. 0n the 25th, the organization will be hon-
ored as Houston City Hall is illuminated in the
colors of the Intersex Pride flag. THIS founders
Koomah and Mo Cortez will keynote the Gen-
der Infinity Conference on the 25th and 26th.
Then the group presents an Intersex Aware-
ness Day show at 14 Pews on the 27th.
tinyurl.com/yxn2awmc

HIV/AIDS Awareness Day LGBT Center Awareness Day October 20 is Spirit Day
SOCIAL SOCIAL COMMUNITY
October 26 October 26 October 29
CORPORATIONS COME OUT HALLOWEEN STREET PARTY ADAM RIPPON

Companies and their employees show
support for the LGBTQ community at the
Montrose Center. The annual event is an op-
portunity to learn about the community and
network with LGBTQ and ally professionals.
tinyurl.com/y6pyqlac

From Friday through Sunday nights,
Stanford Street will be closed for Eagle
Houston's annual Halloween street party.
The event features a DJ, drag performances,
and a cash prize for the winner of Saturday
night's costume party.
tinyurl.com/y37m94g8

October 26 is Intersex Awareness Day

OutSmartMagazine.com

Olympic figure-skater Adam Rippon, the
first openly gay U.S. male athlete to win a
medal in a Winter Olympics, discusses his
new memoir, Beautiful on the Outside, at the
Montrose Center. The event features com-
mentary by transgender activist and model
Jessica Zyrie, and tickets include a meet-
and-greet with Rippon and a pre-signed
copy of his book.
tinyurl.com/y64mubuu

MORE QUEER THINGS TO DO —

| OCTOBER2019 27
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

QUEER THINGS to DO

SAVE the DATES

COMMUNITY
November 2

Houston Gaymers

Extra Life 2019

Texas' largest LGBTQ gaming group hosts a fundraiser Coral Sword. Houston
Gaymers, who recently celebrated their 10th anniversary, conduct a 24-hour
gaming marathon benefitting Texas Children's Hospital. The $20 entry fee in-
cludes games from every major console, and water is provided by the venue.
During last year's Extra Life event, the group raised $5,700, and they hope to
surpass that amount this year.

tinyurl.com/y6obpmfu

COMEDY
November 8

It's Jester Joke

RuPaul’s Drag

Race star Bianca

Del Rio brings

her new 40-

show U.S. tour,

It's Jester Joke,

to the Univer-

sity of Houston’s

Cullen Perfor-

mance Hall. The
self-proclaimed

“clownina

gown” will

share tales of

her worldwide

adventures and

life in her comi-

cal “tell it like it is" voice. Del Rio's show will cover topics ranging from politics to
travel, family, and social media.
tinyurl.com/y47uecao

OUTDOORS
November 28

Turkey Trot

Spend your Thanksgiving morning participating in a Houston tradition—Baker-
Ripley's Turkey Trot. This event is family-friendly and features opportunities for
folks to compete in a 5K, a 10K, and a kids' run in the Uptown Galleria area. Those
unable to attend can register for the Virtual Trot. The 2019 Houston Turkey Trot
benefits BakerRipley, a Houston nonprofit.

tinyurl.com/y4of2vfa

Submit your events at calendar@outsmartmagazine.com
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10 days - 4th Annual Kenya African Safari
January 5 - January 15, 2021
ABERCROMBIE AND KENT

from $4999 pp

2020: India Land Tour, March 7-18 / Machu Picchu Land Tour, May 23-30
Amadeus Provence River Cruise, July 9-16 / Egypt Nile Cruise, Oct 2-13
2021: Africa Safari, January 5-15 / Japan Cruise, April 14-23
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NEWS

Fort Bend County Adds
Protections for LGBTQ Workers

Sexual orientation, gender identity and expression now
listed in its equal employment opportunity policy.

By LOURDES ZAVALETA

FACEBOOK

Fort Bend County added LGBTQ employee protections on September 10. Commissioner Ken DeMerchant
(center) revised the county's Equal Employment Opportunity policy with the help of advocates.

counties in the nation, now has a worker
non-discrimination policy that ensures
protections for all employees and applicants.

In aunanimous vote on September
10, the Fort Bend Commissioners Court
approved revisions to explicitly add LGBTQ
protections—including sexual orientation,
gender identity, and gender expression—in
addition to atleast 10 other characteristics
to its Equal Employment Opportunity policy.
County judge KP George (D), along with
commissioners Vincent Morales (R), Grady
Prestage (D), Andy Meyers (R), and Ken
DeMerchant (D), all voted in favor of the pro-
equality measure.

DeMerchant, who was elected last Novem-
ber to Fort Bend’s racially diverse county of
over 750,000 (24.7 percent of the population
is Hispanic, 21.1 percent is African American,
20.8 percentis Asian, and 32.5 percent is white
non-Hispanic, according to the U.S. Census
Bureau), first proposed revisions to the coun-
ty’s human resources policy.

“Thisisahuge step in the right direction,”
DeMerchant said in a statement. “I hope this
will trickle down and be a model for the great
State of Texas, because a more inclusive Fort
Bend County is a stronger Fort Bend County.”

DeMerchant took to Facebook to credit
attorney Fran Watson and GLBT Political
Caucus president Mike Webb for their work
in helping DeMerchant propose the revisions.

F ort Bend County, one of the most diverse

Watson thanked DeMerchant and Webb,
along with Pride Houston president Lo
Roberts and several other LGBTQ activists
for helping the measure pass in Fort Bend.

In a GLBT Political caucus statement,
Webb said Harris County Commissioner
Rodney Ellis—who recently helped Harris
County add LGBTQ employee protections—
provided the model for the policy revisions.

“Houston and the metro areais truly
progressive, welcoming, and inclusive of
all our communities,” Webb said. “The fact
that this was a unanimous vote proves that
equality is anon-partisan issue.”

Section 103 of Fort Bend’s employee
information manual now reads: “Fort
Bend County applies positive employment
practices designed to ensure the full
realization of equal employment
opportunities (EEO) to all employees and
applicants for employment without regard
torace, color, religion or creed, sex, sexual
orientation, gender, gender identity, gender
expression, pregnancy status (including
childbirth and related medical conditions),
national origin, ethnicity, citizenship
status, age (40 and over), physical or
mental disability, genetic information,
protected military and veteran status,
political affiliation or beliefs, or any other
classification protected by state, federal and
local laws unless such classification is abona
fide occupational qualification.”

- Creale a cullure of inclusion

- Promole diversity and bclonging

- Display vour inner pride, prosparily,
compelence & personal confidence
- Own your actions

- Empower positive conversalions

- Allow for win/win situations

- Usc impartial, practical knowledge
lo make decisions

- Bc a team player and team leader
- Develop compassion for others

- Creale an almospherc of gratitude

Arc you interested in learning how to

implement these points of culture into
YOUR BUSINESS? Lcam morc at:
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IMPORTANT FACTS FOR BIKTARVY®

This is only a brief summary of important information about BIKTARVY and does not

(bik-TAR-vee)

replace talking to your healthcare provider about your condition and your treatment.

MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT BIKTARVY

BIKTARVY may cause serious side effects, including:

» Worsening of Hepatitis B (HBV) infection. If you
have both HIV-1and HBYV, your HBV may suddenly
get worse if you stop taking BIKTARVY. Do not
stop taking BIKTARVY without first talking to your
healthcare provider, as they will need to check
your health regularly for several months.

‘ ABOUT BIKTARVY

BIKTARVY is a complete, 1-pill, once-a-day prescription
medicine used to treat HIV-1in adults. It can either be
used in people who have never taken HIV-1 medicines
before, or people who are replacing their current HIV-1
medicines and whose healthcare provider determines
they meet certain requirements.

BIKTARVY does not cure HIV-1or AIDS. HIV-1is the
virus that causes AIDS.

Do NOT take BIKTARVY if you also take a medicine
that contains:

» dofetilide
» rifampin
» any other medicines to treat HIV-1

BEFORE TAKING BIKTARVY

Tell your healthcare provider if you:

» Have or have had any kidney or liver problems,
including hepatitis infection.

» Have any other health problems.

» Are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not
known if BIKTARVY can harm your unborn baby.
Tell your healthcare provider if you become pregnant
while taking BIKTARVY.

» Are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed.
Do not breastfeed. HIV-1can be passed to the baby
in breast milk.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the
medicines you take:

» Keep a list that includes all prescription and over-the-
counter medicines, antacids, laxatives, vitamins, and
herbal supplements, and show it to your healthcare
provider and pharmacist.

» BIKTARVY and other medicines may affect each other.
Ask your healthcare provider and pharmacist about
medicines that interact with BIKTARVY, and ask if it is
safe to take BIKTARVY with all your other medicines.

Get HIV support by downloading a free app at

POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS OF BIKTARVY

BIKTARVY may cause serious side effects, including:

» Those in the “Most Important Information About
BIKTARVY” section.

» Changes in your immune system. Your immune
system may get stronger and begin to fight infections.
Tell your healthcare provider if you have any new
symptoms after you start taking BIKTARVY.

» Kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your
healthcare provider should do blood and urine tests to
check your kidneys. If you develop new or worse kidney
problems, they may tell you to stop taking BIKTARVY.

» Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis),
which is a serious but rare medical emergency that can
lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider right away
if you get these symptoms: weakness or being more tired
than usual, unusual muscle pain, being short of breath or
fast breathing, stomach pain with nausea and vomiting,
cold or blue hands and feet, feel dizzy or lightheaded, or
a fast or abnormal heartbeat.

» Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead to
death. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you get
these symptoms: skin or the white part of your eyes turns
yellow, dark “tea-colored” urine, light-colored stools,
loss of appetite for several days or longer, nausea, or
stomach-area pain.

» The most common side effects of BIKTARVY in clinical
studies were diarrhea (6%), nausea (6%), and headache (5%).

These are not all the possible side effects of BIKTARVY.
Tell your healthcare provider right away if you have any
new symptoms while taking BIKTARVY.

You are encouraged to report negative side
effects of prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit
www.FDA.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Your healthcare provider will need to do tests to monitor
your health before and during treatment with BIKTARVY.

HOW TO TAKE BIKTARVY

Take BIKTARVY 1time each day with or without food.

GET MORE INFORMATION

» This is only a brief summary of important information
about BIKTARVY. Talk to your healthcare provider or
pharmacist to learn more.

» Go to BIKTARVY.com or call 1-800-GILEAD-5.

» If you need help paying for your medicine,
visit BIKTARVY.com for program information.

BIKTARVY, the BIKTARVY Logo, DAILY CHARGE, the DAILY CHARGE Logo, KEEP PUSHING, LOVE WHAT'S

INSIDE, GILEAD, and the GILEAD Logo are trademarks of Gilead Sciences, Inc., or its related companies.
Version date: December 2018 © 2019 Gilead Sciences, Inc. All rights reserved. BVYC0102 01/19

[o]

MyDailyCharge.com
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hictegravir 50mg/emiricitahine 200mg/ WHAT'SE
tenofovir alafenamide 25mg tablets INSIDE

BIKTARVY® is a complete, 1-pill, once-a-day prescription medicine used
to treat HIV-1in certain adults. BIKTARVY does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS.

Ask your healthcare provider if BIKTARVY is right for you.
To learn more, visit BIKTARVY.com.

Please see Important Facts about BIKTARVY, including important [(J GILEAD

warnings, on the previous page and visit BIKTARVY.com.
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MONEY SMART
By GRACE S. YUNG, CFP

Should You Co-sign a Loan

or Lend Money?

How to help someone out financially without damaging your own credit.

any of us have friends or

relatives in our lives who

are struggling financially.

Perhaps they’ve made some

poor financial decisions in
the past, lost their job, went “all in” on a failed
business opportunity, or they’re simply not
earning enough to pay their living expenses
and other obligations like student-loan bal-
ances. And there may come a time when they
ask you for help.

Lending money or co-signing on aloan
can be arisky endeavor for you, though. First
and foremost, there is the risk that you won’t
be paid back (or that the payments on aloan
that you co-signed won’t be made). Not only
canthisresultin aloss of the funds you loaned
(and damage your credit score), it can make
things awkward between you and the friend or
relative you're helping.

So how can you best go about co-signing on
aloan orlending money to a friend or loved one
in a way that increases the chances of actually
getting paid back?

The Pros and Cons

of Lending Money Outright

Seeing aloved one in a difficult financial
situation can be hard, and many people end
up letting their emotions take

How Co-signing a Loan

Can Impact Your Credit

Even if you don’t actually lend money to your

friend or family member, they could still ask

youto co-sign on aloan that they are getting

somewhere else. You need to be careful here,

though, because doing so could have an impact
on your own credit score.

over and do whatever they can to "BEING A CO- For instance, being a co-signer

help. But thatisn’t always the best SIGNER COULD in and of itself won’t necessarily

solution. MAKE IT MORE harm your credit. But, if the bor-
Althoughloaningtheneeded  DJFFICULT FOR  rowerislate with their payments,

funds could enable the borrower YOU TO OBTAIN or misses payments altogether,

to purchase a new business, avoid A LOAN IN THE vYou could see your credit score go

late fees on their bills, learn fiscal FUTURE" own.

responsibility, or obtain a home
or apartment, there can also be several draw-
backs to consider, such as:

* Resentment or hard feelings if the person
does not pay you back (or even if they’re con-
sistently late with their payments).

* Overextension of your own financial sit-
uation. For instance, if you have an emergency,
you may not have enough money available for
your needs.

34 OCTOBER2019 | OutSmartMagazine.com

In fact, even ifthe loan pay-
ments are made on time, being a co-signer
could still affect your amount of credit utiliza-
tion, and in turn make it more difficult for you
to obtain aloan in the future.

Graciously Saying No

If you are unable or unwilling to lend money or
co-signonaloan, it is important that you po-
litely tell the potential borrower no as soon as

you can. That can help to relieve any pressure
onyou, as well as to let the other person find a
better fit for obtaining the funds they need.

Being concise, yet firm, is usually the best
route to take. For example, you could tell them,
“I'would love to help you, but as a general rule,
Ido notlend money.” While this may be disap-
pointing to the other individual, it is much
better to decline the request than to move for-
ward with an unpleasant situation or to make
promises that you cannot keep.

Depending on the situation, you may be
able to help out in ways other than loaning
money. For instance, you could assist your
friend or family member with earning ad-
ditional income by writing a letter of recom-
mendation to potential employers or referring
them to companies that you know are hiring.
Likewise, you could help them to find and list
unneeded items on eBay or craigslist to earn
some quick extra cash.

How to Safely Lend a Helping Hand
While many financial professionals advise

CONTINUED ON PAGE 36
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against loaning money to friends and family,
thereality is that you could make the loan
because you don’t want to see them struggle.
With thatin mind, here are some important
safeguards to consider:
¢ Interest — Although most people are
happy to help aloved one and would con-
sider doing so for free, it is important that
you charge interest on the loan. One rea-
son for this is because you're losing out
on other potential interest-generating
financial opportunities. In addition, the
IRSrequiresthat atleast some amount
of interest be charged, even on private
loans. This is known as the Applicable
Federal Rate, or AFR. Each month the
IRS publishes a set of interest rates that
it considers to be the minimum market
rate for loans. You need to be sure that
the interest rate you charge is equal to or
more than the AFR rate. (Charging any
less than the AFR rate could cause you
to incur taxes on the interest income you
receive). You can find more information
on the Applicable Federal Rates by going
to https://apps.irs.gov/app/picklist/list/
federalRates.html.
¢ Collateral — One way to help ensure
that you are repaid is to ask the borrower
for some collateral. This could include
something of value, such as a family heir-
loom, that youretain until the loan has
been paid in full. If the borrower ends up
defaulting, you are protected financially
by selling the item. Make sure you have
your agreement in writing by getting it
notarized and filed where necessary.
¢ Legal Documentation - As with any
contract such as acarloan or an apart-
ment lease, you need to document the
loan in writing. This includes the amount
ofthe loan and the interest rate, the
monthly payment, and how many pay-
ments intotal are required to pay off the
loan. You should also consider adding the
amount of alate fee due if the monthly
payments are not made on time. Both you
and the borrower should sign the paper-
work and retain a copy for reference.
Having the guidance of alegal and finan-

cial advisor can help ensure that you are prop-
erly going about the process and not leaving
anything out. These professionals may also be
able to guide the loved one you are helping, so
that person can make good financial decisions
going forward.

Grace S. Yung, CFP, is a certified financial planner
practitioner with experience in helping domestic
partners plan their finances since 1994. She is a
principal at Midtown Financial Group LLC in Hous-
ton and was recognized as a “Five-Star Wealth Man-
ager”in the September 2017 issue of Texas Monthly.
Yung can be reached at grace.yung@lIpl.com.

SPAHOUSTON.ORG « 713.227.4772
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UNAPOLOGETICALLY TRANS
By MONICA ROBERTS

SCOTUS

The most important Supreme Court cases of our lifetime.

uring my 57 years on this planet,

I have read and heard about

many of the major U.S. Supreme

Court (SCOTUS) cases that

have been either huge wins or
setbacks for our TBLGQ community.

The Bowers v. Hardwick case was the one
in 1986 that upheld U.S. sodomy laws ina5-4
decision. It held that consenting adults don’t
have a constitutional right to homosexual acts
in private.

That was followed a decade later by the 6-3
decision striking down
the odious Colorado

‘I'M CONCERNED THAT WITH

decision in that case overturned the Bowers v.
Hardwick decision and struck down all of the
nation’s remaining sodomy laws—even though
the Texas Legislature still refuses to remove
the invalidated anti-sodomy language from
the Texas Penal Code.

Ten years later, in the 2013 United States v.
Windsor case, by the same 5-4 margin, Justice
Anthony Kennedy joined the liberals on the
Supreme Court to strike down the Defense
of Marriage Act (DOMA). This was the first
marriage-equality case heard by the SCOTUS,
and the majority held that
DOMA violated the rights

Amendment 2 that CONSERVATIVE IUSTICES of gays and lesbians.

sought to deny gays That same year,

and lesbians protec- GORSUCH AND KAVANAUGH the Hollingsworth v.

tion against discrimi- ON THE COURT. THESE Perry case was decided

nationinthe 1996 CASES WON'T BE DECIDED by a 5-4 margin. It stated

Romer v. Evans case. IN OUR FAVOR.” that marriage-equality
Just four years opponents didn’t have

later, in 2000, the community was handed
another loss when the SCOTUS ruledina5-4
Boy Scouts of America v. Dale decision that the
Boy Scouts could ban gays from their organi-
zation.

The 2003 Lawrence v. Texas case grew
out of the arrest of alocal gay couple. The 5-4

38 OCTOBER2019 | OutSmartMagazine.com

standing to appeal the lower-court ruling that
overturned California’s Prop 8. That ruling
allowed California to resume same-sex mar-
riages in the state.

Then there’s the 2015 Obergefell v. Hodges
case thatlegalized marriage equality across
the U.S.in a 5-4 decision. As aresult of this

landmark ruling, states must provide mar-
riage licenses to same-sex couples and also
recognize same-sex marriages that were
legally licensed and performed in other states.

So why am I recapping all these TBLGQ
SCOTUS cases? Because with the flipping
of'the calendar page to October, we see that
the first Monday of this month marks the
beginning of the 2019-2020 Supreme Court
term. After the SCOTUS justices take their
ceremonial photo on Monday, they go to work
on October 8.

Onthe agenda that day will be three
landmark TBLGQ workplace-discrimination
cases that will have a profound impact on all
TBLGQ+ persons in the United States. Those
three cases will decide whether TBLGQ people
are covered under Title VII of the Civil Rights
Actof1964.

Two of the three cases, Zarda v. Altitude
Express and Bostock v. Clayton County,
Georgia have been consolidated, and will
determine whether antigay discrimination is
aform of illegal sex discrimination. The ACLU
isarguing the Zarda SCOTUS cases, while an
Atlanta-arealegal firmis arguing the Bostock
SCOTUS case.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 112
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TIME OUT

with OutSmart

Tom Allen and Pete
Rodriguez took
OUTSMART to Vatican
City while on an RSVP
Cruise arranged by
Concierge Travel.

TimeOutin Rome

Show Us Your OutSmart

GOING OUT OF TOWN?

Take OutSmART along. Snap a high-res pic of yourself

with the magazine and send it to us.

Send to: Letters@OuTSMARTMAGAZINE.COM.

Tag us on Facebook, or on Instagram #OutSmartTimeOut

FORYOUR CALENDAR

Check out these fabulous
events co-sponsored by

-(}“tvsmart OUTSMART and our

Houston's LGBTQ Magazine mqueﬁng partners.

v“OUD SPONs,,

October 11: Out for Good LGBTQ Houston's premier annual dinner
honoring the legendary Tommie Ross and benefiting the Montrose
Center. INFO: montrosecenter.org

October 12: "Coming Out Party” Hosted by OutReach United,
benefiting multiple local LGBTQ benéeficiaries. info: OutReachUnited.org

October 12 & 13: Bayou City Art Festival Downtown
INFO: artcolonyassociation.org

October 12: The Houston Walk for Mental Health Awareness
at Stude Park. INFO: the houstonwalk.org

October 17: Out@TUTS Night presents Spring Awakening. After the
curtain goes down, the party continues. Mingle with members of the cast and
crew and sing a few show tunes. All are welcome! INFO tuts.com/out

October 25-26: The Annual Gender Infinity Conference
INFO: genderinfinityconference.org

Be social! Connect with us!

D @outsmarthouston n /outsmartmagazine |@| @outsmartmagazine
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Enjoy
Responsibly

Proud to Support the
LGBTQIA+ Community

2




JOIN MAYOR ANNISE PARKER &
THE VICTORY FUND IN SUPPORTING

A

B 4\

Rivas Italian Restaurant
1117 Missouri St.

(1 Block West of Montrose)
(713)529-3450

+ NELVIN

SPADRIATICO

FOR CITY COUNCIL HOUSTON - DISTRICT J

LEARN MORE AT

WWW.ADRIATICO4J.COM BESTANRANT Book Your Wedding at Our Place.

Best Italian Restaurant - Winner!
Friendliest Restaurant Staff - Winner!

WIhED ClEa
magters)

BestiEyei{Doctor]
asyvoted|byj

State-of-the-Art Medical E

Exams for glasses
Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD Cataract Surgery
Ophthalmology Comprehensive Ophthalmology
Now
Affiliated
with

5420 Dashwood, Suite 101, Houston, Tx 77081 | www.HoustonEye.com
NEW ADDITIONAL LOCATION 10907 Memorial Hermann Dr,, Suite 150, Pearland, TX 77584

713.668.9118 832.553.EYES (037
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OUTYTHERE

Photos by DALTON DEHART & EDGARDO AGUILAR

Saturday,

September 21

The Houston Transgender Unity
Committee (HTUC) hosted its annual
Houston Transgender Unity Banquet
at the Sheraton North Houston hotel.
Emceed by drag entertainer Lana Blake,
the annual event featured speeches by
Carmen Carrera, Jon Rosenthal, Vica
Papp, Dylan Forbis, Sharon Stuart, and
Cassandro. Proceeds from the banquet
raised money for scholarships, Houston
Pride activities, Transgender Day of
Remembrance events, recognition
awards, and grants.
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2019-20 SEASON

HOUSTON GRAND OPERA

DARE

YOU

HANDEL

NOV. 2 | 7:30 P.M.
WORTHAM THEATER CENTER

Reception in the Grand Foyet
before the performance
and during intermission

* ok
OulvSmart

Voted Best
British Pub

2316 S. SHEPHERD DR.
281.888.3599
OPEN: 11:30 am - 2:00 am
FOR KITCHEN HOURS, PLEASE VISIT:

RedLionPubHouston.com

WEEKEND BRUNCH

Full English Breakfast Scottish Eggs Benedict Breakfast tacos and more!
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JOIN HGO’S LGBTQ+
COMMUNITY FOR

AN EVENING OF
NETWORKING AND ART.

Purchase your specially
priced orchestra ticket
for access to the Overture
intermission receptions
with complimentary
refreshments.

HGO.ORG
713-228-6737

ENTER PROMO:

OVER

FOR DISCOUNT
AT CHECKOUT

JOVERTURE

@ HoustonGrandOpera
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Insurance Agent

LIFE YOU WANT

m Automobile insurance
m Business or Commercial
m Calltoseeifyoucan save

Lane Lewis

Your Local Agent

2200 North Loop W Ste 136
Houston, TX 77018
LLewis@FarmersAgent.com

Call 713.688.8669 today! £
For Home, Auto, Lifeand Business. FARMERS

INSURANCE
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Sunday,

September 8

Pride Houston, Inc. celebrated becom-
ing a candidate to host WorldPride 2023
with a party at Pearl Bar Houston. During
the event, attendees were interviewed
and filmed to be part of the LGBTQ
Houston organizations’ bid, which will be
presented to the WorldPride member-
ship in Athens, Greece, during October.
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COMMUNITY

From the Ground Up

Since 2004, the Montrose Center has nurtured
more than 452 new LGBTQ organizations.

he Montrose Center’s most-utilized
service—helpinglocal LGBTQ
organizations develop and flour-
ish—is alsoits least known, says
Kennedy Loftin, chief develop-
ment officer for the Center. Last
year 49,238 people attended a total
0f'1,910 events sponsored by more than 100
organizations seeking to advocate, educate,
and raise funds.

The Montrose Center has six major areas
of service: counseling and addiction recovery,
youth, seniors, HIV, women, and its “com-
munity center” program. That program
now includes a nonprofit incubator to help
organizations in three ways: free meeting and
office space, discounted rental space for more

46 OCTOBER2019 | OutSmartMagazine.com

By BRANDON WOLF

established groups, and acting as the nonprofit
“fiscal agent” for new groups seeking a 501(c)
(3) non-profit tax status.

“The Center provided $26,000 worth of
free meeting space to 76 organizations last
year,” Loftin says. “There was a special focus
onunderserved communities of color and
the transgender community.” Among those
organizations are Black Transgender Leaders
& Affirming Black Pastors, Gender Infinity,
Impulse Group, Iftikhar, Mahogany Project,
Men Inc., and Save Our Sisters United.

The Center also provided $87,000 in
reduced rental fees, utilities, and free meeting
rooms to eight organizations including Equal-
ity Texas, Houston GLBT Political Caucus,
Living Mosaic Inclusive Church, Young Invin-

cibles, and Pride Houston.

Organizations receiving fiscal agency and
accounting services, fundraising support, and
free meeting rooms included the HIV & Aging
Coalition, Mayor Turner’s LGBTQ Advisory
Board, the Normalcy Project, Lesbian Health
Initiative, the oH Project, and Texas Queer
Muslims.

Creating a Nonprofit Incubator
Loftin says the community-center program
evolved organically over the years, and is
the only program without a coordinator and
dedicated staff. However, the recent award of
a John Steven Kellett Foundation grant to the
program will change that.

The grant will formally establish anon-
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BRUCE TURNER

COMMUNITY
BUILDING

The Montrose Center
provides meeting space
for numerous social
events sponsored by
LGBTQ nonprofit
groups throughout

the year.

profitincubator, to be named in honor of Kellett.
“Iresearched John Kellett, and thisis soinline
with what he wanted to do—support smaller
organizations [in away] that will have exponen-
tial impact. More and more, the community is
indicating what it needs,” Loftin notes.

Theincubator is now in its pilot phase. The
Kellett grant will allow the Center to conduct
research and development, leading to aformal
launch planned for next summer. The Center
isidentifying which services are needed by
organizations, and what the new incubator can
effectively provide. Upgraded signage and meet-
ingrooms are already in the planning stages.

“There is alot we don’t know, but we will
provide resources to organizations that do
know how to reach communities that we
haven’t always reached,” Loftin says. “We be-
come stronger as acommunity with these new
organizations.”

The incubator is hoping to offer several
additional services to new organizations,
including assistance with establishing 501(c)
(3) status, development consulting, board
training, researching new grant opportunities,
grant writing assistance, grant report track-
ing, media and marketing assistance, graphic
design support, resources linkage, event

ticketing services, volunteer assistance, and
various training opportunities.

Keeping a Focus on the Mission

The incubator allows new organizations to
start working right away, without worrying
about finding money to pay for meeting or
office space to meet and organize, or navigat-
ing the complex process of obtaining 501(c)(3)
tax-exempt status.

To qualify, an organization must be aligned
with the Montrose Center’s mission of serving
their two target populations: the local LGBTQ
community and people living with AIDS.

Some organizations have been in the
incubator for several years now, such as the oH
Project, which produces oral histories of the
AIDS crisis. The project was self-sufficient,
except for its lack of nonprofit tax status. After
the incubator provided assistance in estab-
lishing nonprofit status, the Montrose Center
was able to handle the group’s banking and
accounting needs, including audits, receiving
donor contributions, and sending out thank-
you notes to each donor.

Loftin says that afew new organizations in
the incubator may eventually be incorporated
into the Montrose Center, but the general

intent is for the organizations to become inde-
pendent and separate. The incubator sees each
new organization as having unique needs and
their own timelines for success.

Loftin says he is actively hunting for an
LGBTQ nonprofit incubator in another city to
serve as amodel, but he hasn’t found one yet.
“There are lots of incubators in the environmen-
tal space, and they are very popular for technol-
ogy companies. Twitter and Uber were built on
them.” The Kellett incubator will probably be the
first such programinthe U.S. for hatching and
nurturing new LGBTQ organizations.

Saving Our Sisters United

Transgender activist Atlantis Narcisse says
she founded the Saving Our Sisters United
organization in 2016 after realizing that her
Facebook inbox was getting so many of the
same questions about the process of transi-
tioning. She put together a team of other like-
minded transgender women of color to develop
a safe space for helping trans women navigate
their transition process.

“Society is still trying to understand the
transgender issue,” says Narcisse. “When you
add intersections of race and socio-economic
status, it becomes even more difficult.”

Their first meetings were usually held in
homes. After the organization was accepted
into the incubator in 2018, the group was able
to grow and offer a variety of services related
to hormone replacement therapy, trans health-
care, name and gender-marker changes, and
financial assistance. They have also organized
wellness fairs, mixers, social debriefings, and
panel discussions. “The Montrose Center
took the financial burden off our shoulders,”
Narcisse says.

With the financial burden lifted, Saving
Our Sisters United can focus on their core is-
sues. “We want to move people easily through
the services so that their experience is one of
affirmation, not trauma,” Narcisse says. “The
Montrose Center has been a great source of
comfort.”

The Normal Anomaly / “Outcry” Docu-Series
Tan Haddock started a blog called The Normal
Anomaly in 2016 to show that “people on the
intersection of black and gay are no different
than their white queer counterparts or het-
erosexual blacks.” By 2018, Haddock wanted
to do something more creative. He dreamed of
producing a docu-series using the stories and
dialogue of LGBTQ people of color, to reduce
stigmas surrounding sexuality, race, HIV, and
mental health.

Haddock quickly realized that in order to
submit a filmmaking grant, he would need
afiscal agent to establish his non-profit tax
status. He reached out to several nonprofit
organizations, but the efforts became mired in
board meetings. —»
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Then Haddock found a business card that
he had once received from Loftin. Haddock
contacted Loftin asking about fiscal agency,
and within hours Haddock was sitting in Lof-
tin’s office talking about his dream.

Both parties were excited at the possibili-
ties. The Center’s board approved the agency
requestin October 2018. A memorandum of
understanding was drawn up, stating what
the Center would provide and what they would
require from Normal Anomaly. “The incubator
was absolutely life-changing,” Haddock says.

By November 2018, Haddock learned that
hisprojecthad won an AIDS United grant,
which provided seed money to show what
could be done using raw footage. Haddon
invited people to the Center to preview that
video, and over 192 people attended.

With the awarding of two additional
grants, Normal Anomaly has been able to
put together a five-part documentary series
focused on the following areas: mental-health
trauma, HIV and the church, rape and sub-
stance abuse, transitioning and the church,
and healing in the church.

Normal Anomaly is now working to
convince an online streaming service to pick

up the series. Haddon says “This all happened
because the Center gave me a chance,and I am
immensely grateful for that. The Center treats
me like family. When I need help, it is no more
than a phone call away.”

Haddon says the Center keeps him in the
loop, takes him to other Center fundraisers, and
helps him meet other people to use in his series.
He is now working with other Center teams to
learn how to build infrastructure, write grants,
and apply for his own nonprofit status.

HIV & Aging Coalition

Bruce Turner first began an effort to estab-
lish alocal organization dedicated to seniors
living with HIV in 2013, after taking partin
an HIV & Aging program at the Center that
featured HIV-positive seniors from New York
City. The program encouraged participants
tobegin alocal organization. Turner was 64
at the time, and felt this was something that
needed to be done.

“There was no program in Houston,”
Turner says. “People who were aging needed
connections to the organizations that were
supposed to be helping us. Age hits from
one side, and stigma from the other side. We

wanted to educate fellow HIV-positive people
about matters that could help them, like how to
navigate through the Ryan White Act agencies
and Medicare.

Turner says that after people turn 50,
they become less willing to socialize. Age has
slowed them to a degree, but they also don’t
want to be “that person with HIV.” Isolation
easily setsin.

“The Center has been very good to us,”
Turner continues. “For a small group to obtain
atax-exempt status is a major obstacle. By us-
ing the Center as our fiscal agent, we have been
able to focus our efforts on the purpose of the
coalition instead of the extraneous things.”

The group sponsors a social hour on the
first and third Mondays, and an educational
program on the second Monday of each month.
The Center provides free space for meetings
and socials. The group’s holiday party has gone
from 65 guests to 150 last year. At their 2017
holiday party following Hurricane Harvey,
several guests came up to Turner and said that
the dinner served that night was the first hot
food they had eaten since the flooding.

Turner says that without the Center’s incu-
bator, “the HIV & Aging program would not be
whatitistoday.” v

l YVein Center Houston

Medical and Cosmetic Specialists

ARE YOU BEACH READY? i

There are many Vein Centers in Houston
We are the first Fully Accredited Vein
Facility in Houston to meet your needs!

SERVICES INCLUDE:
Varicose Vein Treatments
Spider Vein Treatments
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Laser Hair Removal*
Photofacials
*Mention this ad and your first treatment is FREE!

*(Laser Hair Removal only, exclusions may apply)
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Our LGBTQ services are part of Legacy’s commitment to bring high quality care to all
of our neighbors. We thank you for your recognition of our efforts to connect our
communities to health every day, in every way. To learn more about our
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Saturday,
September 21
Combined Arms hosted
its second annual LGBTQ
Veterans and Allies
Military Ball at the Julia
Ideson Library. The event
featured guest speakers,

a color guard, an open bar,
and dancing.
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% Sunday,

By September 22
Bunnies on the Bayou
hosted Bunnies in Heat,
the first official event of the
group's 41st season, at Bar
Boheme. Proceeds from the
event benefited Bunnies on
the Bayou, a nonprofit that
funds local LGBTQ charities.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

GOLDEN
DREAM

Trans icon and this year's
LGBTQ Community Vision Award
winner TOMMIE ROSS reflects
on her Houston upbringing.

By DONMAINES | Photos by MICHAEL ANDREW VOIGHT

he winner of this year’s Commu-
nity Vision Award, transgender
entertainer Tommie Ross, never
saw it coming.

“She’s such alegend, but she’s
so humble that it’s been hard to
honor her,” says Kennedy “Kent”
Loftin, the chief development

officer for the Montrose Center. “We had to re-
ally convince her that she’s a trailblazer in the
LGBTQ community.”

The center has previously honored six
high-profile activists and public servants at its
annual Out for Good dinner on National Com-
ing Out Day. “About 600 guests enjoy a fabulous
dinner as well as a program of heartwarming
testimonials. We hope guests will leave with
abetter understanding of how the center can
serve their needs and be inspired to do more to
serve their community,” says Loftin.

This year’s soiree will be held at The Ball-
room at Bayou Place in downtown Houston,
with Deborah Duncan as host. The Center
promises a performance by the event’s hon-
oree, who is famous for her legendary imper-
sonation of gay icon and namesake Diana Ross.

“DianaisallIdid at the beginning of my
career. My stage name was Ross,” she ex-
plains. “It wasn’t until I entered pageants that
somebody told me I needed a first name, so I
added the name I grew up with and became
Tommie Ross.”

The honoree remembers getting disci-
plined as a child for being too feminine. “I as-

sumed that I was gay,” she says, like her cousin
and best friend with whom she “stumbled
upon” a gay disco, The Cove, while still in high
school. “We went in a side door. I saw my first
drag show at The Cove; Donna Day was a spe-
cial guest, but she was aregular at The Copa.
We went the following Sunday to The Copa and
saw Tasha Kohl, Donna Day, Naomi Sims, Hot
Chocolate, and Mr. Tiffany Jones.” Those drag
masters taught and inspired Ross as a member
of the audience, but she mainly relied on her
own instincts to create her drag persona.

“That comes from being an only child,” says
Ross. “I'mreally thankful because Iwasn’t
listening to people trying to coach me and tell
me how to do it their way.”

Ross was working as aclerk at an insur-
ance company on Montrose Boulevard when
her mother died from a massive heart attack.
“I kept working, but I was functioningin a
depressed state, going through the motions,
depressed on the inside,” she says. “One day,
anew manager said something to me and I
just quit.”

Drag shows became a way for Ross to
work through her grief, and pageants became
both an outlet for creativity and her path to
stardom. At the 1986 Miss Gay USofA pageant
at The Copa, Ross wowed the audience with
ahuge, jungle-themed production number to
“Eaten Alive” by Diana Ross. The crowd beat
the walls when Ross made the Top 5, but many
fans booed when she was only awarded second
runner-up. —
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shook me up for a

minute, so I took the
runner-up plaque and held it in
front of my face,” the entertainer
recalls. “When I realized they
were booing for me, Ilet it down
and smiled to thank them and let
them know I was OK.”

Many of her black fans
thought Ross was robbed by a
panel of racist judges, as both the
winner, Michael Andrews, and
the first runner-up, Tandi An-
drews, were white. But during a
recent appearance at Hamburger
Mary’s (where Ross is arecur-
ring cast member), Ross says “I
met an older white couple who
said they were there that night,
and their group was chanting
and booing, too.”

Ross and her dancers reprised
“Eaten Alive” at the 1987 Miss
Gay USofA pageant, which was

held in Columbia, South Caro-
lina. “I was second runner-up
again, but I was relieved to geta
placement; the winner was Diana
Hutton, who did live impressions.
The audience lost their minds
over her,” says Ross.

On the path to her first major
title, Ross won the 1988 Miss
Gay Texas USofA pageant, then
tweaked “Eaten Alive” for the
national contest, which boasted
more than 70 contestants. “The
first two times I did it in heels,
but then I went to Payless and
got some winter half-boots and
put some ‘jungle’ feathers and
rhinestones on them, which
allowed me to dance better and
be grounded,” she says. Ross
swept the talent, sportswear, and
evening-gown categories and won
Miss Gay USofA at the Indiana
Roof Ballroom in Indianapolis.
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“DIANA IS ALL I DID AT THE
BEGINNING OF MY CAREER.
MY STAGE NAME WAS ROSS.
IT WASN'T UNTIL I ENTERED
PAGEANTS THAT SOMEBODY
TOLD ME I NEEDED A FIRST
NAME, SO I ADDED THE NAME
[ GREW UP WITH, AND
BECAME TOMMIE ROSS’

—Tommie Ross

The news of her victory
reached Houston before Ross and
hertroupe returned. “It was in the
Bible Belt, so there were people
picketing the pageant outside on
finals night. It was abig thing;
my friends saw it on the 5 o’clock
world news back in Houston.”

Ross has also won Miss
Gay Houston America, Miss
Black America, and practically
every major title in dragdom,
including Miss Continental

1999, which includes a swimsuit
competition. “Itis a different
type of prestigious title,” she
explains. “It’s an event. People
come from all around on Labor
Day weekend at the Baton Show
Lounge in Chicago. People think
itis a pageant for transgender
people, but it’s really for anyone.
Michelle Dupree, who crowned
me, isaboy.”

Ross identifies as atrans-
gender woman. —
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“SHE’S A LEGEND,
BUT SHE'S SO
HUMBLE THAT
IT'S BEEN SO
HARD TO HONOR
HER. WE HAD TO
REALLY CONVINCE
HER THAT SHE'S
A TRAILBLAZER
IN THE LGBTQ
COMMUNITY”

—Kennedy “Kent" Loftin,
Montrose Center

“Iwas asheltered child, and it wasn’t until
1989 or 1990 that I started seeing and reading
things about transgender people,” she recalls.
“Inever dated, per se, gay boys. I count the
number of relationships I've had on one hand,
and the men I've dated never associated with
being gay. Some have had a sister or a friend
who is gay. They’re always a guy who sees me
as awoman. I approach things from the neck
up. Ilike a guy who’s really intelligent. After we
exchange phone numbers, we just talk on the
phone—thatis the courtship. That also comes
from me being extremely shy.”

Inthe 1980s, Ross saw her community hit
hard by AIDS, and she responded by volunteer-
ing at shows and benefits to raise money for
PWASs. She also worked behind the scenes to
raise awareness about HIV, particularly in the
black community. However, as Loftin noted,
Ross often seems unaware of the influence
she’s had throughout the LGBTQ community
until someone expresses that sentiment to her
in person.

Not long ago, she says, “alittle, skinny
person” approached her at a Miss Gay USofA
pageant and told the drag superstar they were
“thinking about transitioning.” Ross advised,
“Take your time and don’t rush it.” A year later,
the fan returned as transgender performer
Giselle Jones, complete with a tattoo on her
arm that reads “Take your time and don’t
rushit.”

“Thatis the most eye-opening thing thathas
happened to me in the community,” says Ross. ¥
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his year’s Readers’ Choice
Awards are our most diverse
yet, thanks to our readers’
suggestions for many new
award categories. Don't miss
the spotlight profiles on a few of our winners,
including 11 Houston locals who inspire
and impress. First, LGBTQ activist and Rice
University professor Brian Riedel makes
waves in and out of the classroom. Then
Legacy Community Health CEO Katy
Caldwell discusses the clinic’s work that has
earned the LGBTQ community’s trust. Next,
Judge Fran Watson rules for equality in her
Houston municipal courtrooms. Alexis Nicole

\ M

\

Whitney uses her drag talents to collect

funds for LGBTQ charities, and Realtor

Tina Burgos recounts the winding path she
took to becoming a leading real-estate agent.
Emmett Schelling leads the Transgender
Education Network of Texas with an inter-
sectional approach, and DJ Melle Mel chats
about being one of Space City's leading
record-spinners. Then actress Tamarie Cooper
impacts Houston's theater scene, and
businesswoman and dedicated volunteer
Heather J. Taylor excels in each of her
passions. Last but not least, caterer David
Alcorta goes above and beyond with his
culinary and event-planning savvy.

And please join us for a fun evening as we show our 2019 Gayest & Greatest Awards winners
love at our awards ceremony on Tuesday, October 22, 6-9 p.m. at ReBar, located at 202 Tuam St.
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ouston’s favorite trans female
fundraiser is a popular entertainer
who was just named this year’s Girl
of Montrose.

With her new title, Alexis Ni-
cole Whitney will be onstage at 4 p.m. October 13
raising funds for PWA Holiday Charities in a Hal-
loween benefit at Michael’s Outpost. Joining her
will be other members of the gayborhood’s “First
Family” contest winners.

It was on Halloween of Whitney’s senior year
of high school in San Antonio that she discovered
how “sickening” she looks in an evening gown. “I

never went back,” she said, finding an audience for

her beauty and talent at drag shows,
where she met transgender woman
Maya Douglas, who was Miss Gay
USofA 1995.

“A lot of people mentored me, but
Maya Douglas was one of the girls
who inspired me,” said Whitney, who

OutSmartMagazine.com

Trans Female
Fundraiser

began competing in the Miss Gay USofA pageant
systemin 1996 and started taking hormones in
2001.

On October 7,2008, Whitney was diagnosed
with brain and spinal meningitis, which left her
vision-impaired. She’s often aided and accom-
panied at her performances by her “drag son,”
singer Mykey Whitney. Also, he’s the deejay for
her weekly “Wepa Wednesdays” shows at Tony’s
Corner Pocket. The best way to translate “wepa”
for gringos might be “Hurray!”

Lastyear, Whitney performed in some 25
benefits for PWA Holiday Charities, to which the
LGBTQ community contributed almost $90,000
at drag shows. The Whitney crowd
craves callbacks for her renditions
of tunes by Gloria Estefan, Selena,
and Celine Dion, whose thunderous
power-ballad “It’s All Coming Back
to Me Now” is a guaranteed money-
maker. —Don Maines —
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BEST DRAG SHOW BAR
Hamburger Mary’s

Finalists: BARCODE Houston, JR's Bar & Grill,
Michael's Outpost, Rich’s Houston

FAVORITE BAR TO SHOOT POOL
George Country Sports Bar
Finalists: Houston Eagle, JR's Bar & Grill,
RIPCORD, Tony's Corner Pocket

FAVORITE BAR TO TWO STEP
Neon Boots Dancehall & Saloon
Finalist: Ranch Hill Saloon

FAVORITE CLUB AFTER 2 AM
Viviana’s

Finalists: Neon Boots Dancehall & Saloon,
Privilege, Rich's Houston

FAVORITE CLUB FOR DANCING
Houston Eagle

Finalists: Blur Bar, Neon Boots Dancehall
& Saloon, Numbers, Rich's Houston

FAVORITE CLUB IF YOU’RE UNDER 21
Hamburger Mary’s
Finalists: Numbers, Rich’s Houston

FAVORITE COMMUNITY BAR

Houston Eagle

Finalists: George Your Country Sports Bar, JR's Bar
& Grill, Neon Boots Dancehall & Saloon, Pearl Bar

FAVORITE DRAG KING
Richard Long
Finalist: lan Syder-Blake

FAVORITE DRAG SHOW HOST/EMCEE
Alexye’us Paris (tie)

Kara Dion (tie)

Finalists: Blackberri, Kofi, Lady Shamu

FAVORITE FEMALE D)
DJ Melle Mel
Finalists: DJ Aracely, DJ Athenz, DJ Krazzy Kris

FAVORITE MALE DJ

JD Arnold (tie)

DJ Panda (tie)

Finalists: DJ Eddie E, Joe Ross

FAVORITE LOCAL (NON DRAG)
FEMALE ENTERTAINER

Wendy Taylor

Finalists: Nina Lombardo, Amanda Marie Parker,
Morena Roas

FAVORITE LOCAL (NON DRAG)
MALE ENTERTAINER

Steven Tilotta

Finalists: Michael Chiavone, Ty Frazier,
Bubba McNeely

VOTED ONE OF THE BEST REAL ESTATE AGENTS - 2019

ASHTON MARTINI

Broker Associate

832-878-7686

ashton.martini@compass.com

Memorial Park 6434 Washington Ave.
Galleria Area 5917 Richmond Ave B AW
713.820.6140

BOARDING Daycare is included

GROOMING All breeds and sizes

TRAINING Programs for all dogs
DOGGY DAY CARE 6 days a week

TheDogHousePS.com

Voted Best Doggie Day Care & Best Pet Grooming Service
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One of the best
places to buy
Eyewear

Flex/HSA Accounts
Accepted

Follow us on
Instagram

distinctive eyewear * contact lenses * eye exams

ON MONTROSE

4317 montrose blvd * 713.529.3937

Evan Mapes OD

Optometric Glaucoma Specialist

Love Your

IHeels Again

Houston’s Premier
Destination for the
most innovative in
advanced biologic
technology for the
foot and ankle

Dr. Vanessa

T. Barrow, DPM
Specializing in
Aesthetic and
Regenerative Medicine
for the Foot and Ankle

SOLE [AESTHETIC

5959 W. Loop South,
Suite 130

Bellaire, TX 77401
713.666.9934
soleaesthetictx.com

CONNECT WITH US!
n soleaesthetictx/
"] @Sole_Aesthetic *
@ (@soleaesthetictx

VOTED BEST FOOT DOCTOR
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ENTERTAINMENT & NIGHTLIFE

g e

Dessie Love-Blake

FAVORITE LOCAL BAND/
MUSIC PRODUCERS
Dirty Disco

Finalist: Space Kiddettes

FAVORITE MEN’S BAR

Houston Eagle

Finalists: George Your Country Sports Bar,
RIPCORD, Tony's Corner Pocket

FAVORITE PLACE TO
SHOW OFF YOUR LEATHER
Houston Eagle

Finalist: RIPCORD

FAVORITE PLACE TO

WATCH MALE DANCERS

Tony’s Corner Pocket

Finalists: Houston Eagle, JR's Bar & Grill

FAVORITE STRAIGHT BAR
Boheme
Finalists: Barbarella, Darwin’s Pub

FAVORITE WOMENS’S BAR

Pearl Bar Houston

Finalists: Neon Boots Dancehall & Saloon,
Ranch Hill Saloon

FAVORITE LIVE MUSIC VENUE
House of Blues

Finalists: Numbers, Revention Music Center,
White 0ak Music Hall

MOST DIVINE DRAG QUEEN
Alexye’us Paris (tie)

Dessie Love-Blake (tie)

Finalists: Chloe Crawford-Ross, Chloe Knox,
Persephone, Violet S'Arbleu

PEOPLE

Tammi Wallace
Finalists: Caryn Craig, Julie Mabry, Heather J. Taylor

Mark DelLange
Finalists: Charles Armstrong, Bill Baldwin,
John Donato, Tony Vacarro
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JD Doyle
Finalists: Shelby Jeffcoat-del Busto,
Steven Tilotta Transform Houston

Sarah Pepper
Finalists: Roula Christie, Carmen Contreras,
Lauren Kelly, Erica Rico

Kevin “Special K” England

Judy Reeves
Finalist: Jenifer Rene Pool

Bryan Hlavinka
Finalists: JD Doyle, Jack Valinski

Yvonne Feece-Tran
Finalist: Trish Badger

Dalton DeHart
Finalists: Eric Edward Schell, Steven Tilotta,
Angelo S. Ortiz Vela

Ellen Cohen
Finalists: Amanda Edwards,
Lizzie Fletcher, Shelley Kennedy

Sylvester Turner

Sylvester Turner
Finalists: Garnet Coleman,
Rodney Ellis, John Whitmire

Deborah Duncan
Finalists: Melanie Lawson,
Dominique Sachse, Miya Shay

THANK YOU OUTSMART READER'’S

FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

- COMPLIMENTARY LOANER CARS
-FREE OIL CHANGE

WINNER:

Best Domestic
Auto Dealership
RUNNER UP:
Most Supportive of the
LGBTQ Community

-FREE TIRE ROTATION & FLUID TOP-OFF Ask for
- FREE CONCIERGE SERVICES TONY
McCLELLAND
Sales Service

832-981-7590 832-981-7590
Mon-Fri 9am-7pm  Mon-Fri 7am-6pm
Sat 9am-6pm Sat 7am-3pm

LIVE ON STAGE OCTOBER 18 - 31
www. ARTFACTORYHOUSTON.com

"BEsT LocAaL MALE ACTOR”
COLTON BERRY
AS DR. FRANK’N’FURTER
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PEOPLE

evin Nguyen is a man
onthe move. Thisyear’s
G&G Favorite Male
Volunteer haslived in a
lot of places—Clear Lake,
Katy, Galveston, Houston proper, San
Antonio, and New Jersey, all before
graduating from Houston’s Spring
‘Woods High School, attending Baylor
University in Waco, and then earning a
master’s degree in California. After he
completed his studies, he spent a year
working in Thailand and then eventu-
ally made his way back to H-town when
he was offered a job as an academic
advisor for the University of Houston.

Because he’s relocated so many
times, he never got to experience
Houston in his early 20s. Since he felta
little disconnected from Houston after
living in so many places, he decided to
reestablish himself within the city by
volunteering to find out more about the
offerings around town.

“Iwanted to get more ingrained
in the community. I got to experience
gayborhoods in other states, but not
in Houston. I got involved in UH and
started seeing other opportunities
[around the city], and went from there,”
he says.

Opportunities came knocking after
afriend nudged himto join him asahost
for Bunnies on the Bayou.

“Iloved it. There are alot of outlets
in the LGBTQ community. It snow-
balled from there,” he said. “Volun-
teeringis coolbecause youcanbea
representative for the community and
be engaged without getting too much
into the politics of it. All these organi-
zations are doing something to benefit
Houston and the LGBT community.”
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TIME WELL SPENT

Houston nonprofits can
count on volunteer Kevin Nguyen.

Other organizations that
have depended on his stew-
ardship are Mayor Turner’s
LGBTQ Advisory Board,

Pride Houston, The Victory
Fund, Houston GLBT Political
Caucus, and the Human Rights
Campaign. Health causes also
play an important role for this first-generation
college student and biology major who had once
considered medical school.

“I'have anephew who’s epileptic, so
children’sissues and health issues are big for
me, too. My sister works at Texas Children’s
Hospital, so I have a soft spot for children,” he
explains.

Nguyen advises that anyone can donate to
acause, and it’s not just their dollars and cents
that count.

“There are plenty of [areas around town]
where people need help. A lot of organizations
look for donations of money, but they look
for [people who can donate] time, as well. A
volunteer’s time is a valuable resource that

Male Volunteer

can [allow] the organization to
focus on bigger and better proj-
ects. That’s why I volunteer,” he
says. “Everyone’s heartisin the
right place, and [everyone has] a
talent that can be tapped into to
make the organization better.”

This busy worker usually
goes to bed around midnight and wakes up at
6:15 in the morning. In between racking up
volunteer hours and assisting UH college stu-
dents, he likes to unwind with friends.

“Through volunteering, I've made alot of
friends, and we hang out alot,” he adds. “It’s
good to have a support system so that it doesn’t
feel as draining or exhausting. I'm able to
survive with these encouraging and genuine
friends.”

Houston may be the fourth-largest city, but
its gay community still has a friendly small-
town feel. Volunteering throughout the city
has given Nguyen the chance to lend a helping
hand, attend tony events, and make lasting
friendships. —Sam Byrd
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WINNER!
BEST BAKERY

WINNER!
BEST DESSERT

604 W. Alabama
Houston, TX 77006

Sandy Bubbert’s

_/"m:{;'an Bake
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THANK YOU OUTSMART READER’S FOR VOTING FOR US AND YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT!

e&t 2\
G qegleo{ s

2019 .

RUNNER UP!
BEST HAMBURGER

713.520.1484
AcadianBakers.com

WOODFIRED PIZZA

VOTED BEST PIZZA
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INFLUENTIAL
INSTRUCTOR

Professor Brian Riedel makes
waves in and out of the classroom.

eaching this semester’s

methods course for Rice

University’s Seminar and

Practicumin Engaged

Researchis Dr. Brian Riedel,
an openly gay man who is helping bridge
the gap between the academic world and
the larger Houston community.

“Ricehired meto start the [seminar
practicum] to partner undergraduates with
community nonprofits and collaboratively
define aresearch project benefiting the
organization’s clients,” Riedel says. “Part of
whatIdoishelp that [partnership] happen,
connecting the students with the different
nonprofits that we’ve come to work with
over thelast12 years.”

Riedelfirst initiated the program when
he began working at Rice University’s
Center for the Study of Women, Gender,
and Sexuality (CSWGS) in 2008. Before
that, Riedel worked as a health-education
coordinator at Houston’s Montrose Center
after earning his doctoral degree in
anthropology from Rice. His experiences
at these centers have built the foundation
of Riedel’s research with Houston’s
LGBTQ community.
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Educator/
Teacher

“Working within the community
constantly pushes me to learn something new,”
Riedel says. “There are so many questions that
Ijust wouldn’t be able to ask without these
students and community members.”

Riedel is currently working on three
projects studying male crossdressers’life
satisfaction, the history of over 400 queer
businesses in Montrose, and the structural
racism embedded in Houston’s historic red-
light district. He cites the Houston Area
Rainbow Collective History (ARCH) project,
an archive of LGBTQ history founded with the
help of otherlocal activists, as his proudest
collaboration in the city.

“Of all the things I have gotten to be a part of
in Houston, ARCH is one of the ones that makes
me proudest of what a community can do when
it comes together, despite all of our varied
obligations,” Riedel says. “That’s the kind of
work universities are best positioned to do.”

When asked about what his dream class to
teach would be, Riedel says he’s already taught
it—justlast year. The class was Rice’s first-ever
transgender studies course that Riedel had
pushed for.

“We got a bit of funding to bring in guest
speakers from the community and offer

them an honorarium for talking and reading
student work,” Riedel says, again showing his
aptitude for bridging the academic and local
communities. “Learning from others’ real-life
experiences has helped me become a better
human, and if I can help connect other people
to that gift, that’s what makes me happiest.”

In his spare time, Riedel enjoys attending
Neon Boots’ country western dance lessons,
watching a show at the Miller Outdoor
Theatre, and watching Pose. “My husband and
I cryin some capacity almost every episode,”
he says. “I didn’t realize I'd get emotional right
now, but I never thought I'd see a show like it.”

While Riedel says he is flattered to be
named OutSmArT’s Favorite Educator/
Teacher, he points out that his motivation for
teaching comes from his students. Throughout
his career, his favorite moments stem from
watching students come into their own as they
share their thoughts with others.

“There’s very little I do to create a space,
except to just be myself and encourage others
todo the same,” Riedel says. “So when someone
gets to try something new and share something
that might change what other people think,
do, or believe in that space, that’s the kind of
moment I live for.” —Martin Gonzalez —

FACEBOOK
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Frank Billingsley
Finalists: Eric Barajas,
Osvaldo Corral, Derrick Shore

Ernie Manouse

Brian Riedel
Finalists: Brandon Hevey,
Bryant Johnson-Wood

Joey Guerra
lan Haddock, Monica Roberts

Fran Watson
Finalists: Donna Junker, Sandy Stacy,
Kendra Walker, Tammi Wallace

Dalton DeHart
Finalists: JD Doyle, Harrison Guy,
Craig Sanford

Emmett Schelling
Finalists: lan Syder-Blake, Lou Weaver

Monica Roberts
Finalists: Phyllis Frye, Atlantis Narcisse,
Dee Dee Watters

Monica Roberts
Finalists: It Gets Better Project,
Randy Rainbow

Annise Parker
Finalists: Melissa Flories,
Donna Junker, Sallie Woodell

EPISCOPALHEALTH.ORG

PEOPLE

Kennedy Loftin (tie)
Craig Sanford (tie)
Finalists: Don Gill, David Goldberg,
Tim Stokes, Tanner Williams

Alexis Nicole Whitney
Finalist: Kymber Devine

lan Syder-Blake
Finalist: Sebastian Gutierrez

Mike Webb

Lady Shamu
Finalists: Regina Dane, An'Marie Gill

Domenic Cusano
Finalists: Michael G. Clayton,
Craig Sanford, Travis Webb

Lisa Madry

Lisa Madry (tie)
Fran Watson (tie)
Finalists: Monica Roberts, Kandace Webber

Brad Pritchett
Finalists: Harrison Guy, Vince Pryor, Ashton P. Woods

Monica Roberts
Finalist: Dee Dee Watters

Emmett Schelling
Finalist: lan Syder-Blake

Mike Webb

Voted one of the
BEST FEMALE REAL ESTATE AGENT
7 years in a row.

Outsmart Readers’
Choice 2013-2019

PROPERTIES

dlevine@greenwoodking.com

713.942.6857
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SEASONED

REALTOR

Tina Burgos has sold
properties in Houston
and Hawaii since 1994.

ina Burgos, 50, has one

of'the hottestrealty

firmsintown, and a his-

tory of selling residential

properties and land in

Houston since 1994. But
that wasn’t always the case.

Burgos, who is of Filipino descent, was
born in Chicago and moved to Houston
with her family when she was 11. She was
raised in Alief, where she attended public
school, and then graduated from Houston
Baptist University in 1990 with a double
major in biology and psychology. She also
spent four years as amedical tech re-
searching HIV in the Texas Medical Cen-
ter. When her grant ended, she decided to
take some real-estate classes for fun—and
discovered that she liked it.

“Iworked for several agencies in the
’90s, when you could do no wrong in the
market,” Burgos says. “The market just
kept going up.” In 2006, she set out on her
own with Inverness Realty Group and
hasn’tlooked back since.

“Ilike making people happy, fulfill-

70 OCTOBER2019 | OutSmartMagazine.com

ing their dreams of home
ownership,” she says. “I
also like the flexibility of
the job.” Many of her clients
are friends from sports,
and most of her new clients
quickly become friends.

When her wife’s environmental career took
them to Hawaii for four-and-a-halfyears, Bur-
gos opened another division of Inverness there.
She maintains clients on the island to this day,
which allows the couple to visit the tropical
paradise often.

She is an avid outdoors woman who runs
marathons, off-road triathlons, and partici-
pates in outrigger and dragon-boat races. She
also plays on the Montrose Softball League,
and she met her wife, Lisa, playing soccer.
They have been together for 20 years, and were
finally married earlier this year.

“It was very impromptu,” Burgos explains.
“A friend said she should marry us for our an-
niversary, and we just said okay. We just hap-
pened to both have blue linen shirts and white
pants and “slippahs” (the Hawaiian slang for
flip-flops). So we got dressed alike, went to

Real Estate Agent

Fly High Little Bunny, and
bought rings. When the
woman who sold them to us
[found out that] we didn’t
have awedding photogra-
pher, she volunteered to
join us and take photos!”
They all set off for the new rooftop terrace at
the Glassell School of Art and got married—all
very spur-of-the-moment.

Today the couple shares ahome with their
two cats, and are blessed with 11 nieces and
nephews whom they dote on. Both are active in
sports and love Mexican food and ribs. “Hawai-
ians think they have a diverse food scene, but
it’s all variations of Asian food,” Burgos ex-
plains. “Imissed Houston’s food diversity when
we lived there. Here you can get everything
from Asian to Italian, Mexican, and more.”

Her advice to her real-estate clients for the
comingyearistoresearch every property, in
light of Houston’s periodic flooding events.

“It helps if you're well-versed in topogra-
phy. And, given the recent floods, buy flood
insurance whether you are required to or not,”
she says. Good advice. —Marene Gustin —
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CHRISTELYN NASH

PEOPLE

Heather J. Taylor
Finalists: Sara Fernandez, Donna Junker,
Jordan Mills, Lo Roberts, Sallie Woodell

Kevin Nguyen

Finalists: Jesse Crochet,
Domenic Cusano, Jeremy Fain,
Denis Kelly, Craig Sanford

Jessica Zyrie

Jessica Zyrie
Finalist: Kymber DeVine

lan Syder-Blake
Finalist: Richard Long

Koomah
Finalist; Nashauba Patel

REAL ESTATE

Tina Burgos
Finalists: Karen Derr, Debbie Levine, Lynette Lew

Brooks Ballard

Finalists: George Burch, Jeremy Fain,

Clayton Katz, Ashton Martini, Anthony Matthews,
Thomas Phillips, Andy Weber

Colina Homes
Finalist: Sandcastle Homes

Luria Construction
Finalists: C House Renovations, Heels 2 Hammers LLC,
Noble Construction

Republic State Mortgage Co
Finalist: Academy Mortgage

Chicago Title Innerloop
Finalists: StarTex Title, Stewart Title Houston

Elan Memorial Park
Finalists: High Point Uptown,
Latitude Med Center, Skyhouse Houston

]
COMMUNITY

BEST HOUSTON CORPORATE

LGBTQ DIVERSITY GROUP

Exxon Mobil

Finalists: Amegy Bank, BASF, BHP Petroleum,
Chevron, Comcast, Dow Chemical, Shell

BEST LOCAL LGBTQ WEBSITE
OutSmart Magazine
Finalists: LGBT Marriage Club, My Gay Houston

BEST NATIONAL LGBTQ WEBSITE
JD Doyle Archives
Finalists: Huffington Post, QUEERTY

BEST POLITICAL

ADVOCACY GROUP

Houston GLBT Political Caucus

Finalists: Equality Texas, Human Rights Campaign,
LGBTQ Victory Fund

FAVORITE HIV/AIDS

SUPPORT ORGANIZATION

AIDS Foundation Houston
Finalists: AIDS Healthcare Foundation,

City of Houston/HIV Services,

The Montrose Center, PWA Holiday Charities

®Bunnies on the Bayou
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FAVORITE LGBTQ

BENEFIT EVENT OF THE YEAR

Bunnies on the Bayou

Finalists: ERSICSS Coronation, Krewe of Olympus Ball,
Mint Julep, Transgender Unity Banquet

FAVORITE LGBTQ
PHILANTHROPIC ORGANIZATION
The Montrose Center

Finalists: Diana Foundation, ERSICSS,
Krewe of Olympus, Out for Education

t Realtof
voted B2%% 018

*s‘ art 2
OutyHm? .
qﬂ“eotﬁ outSma\'\d\iezag?_szo\S
M Choice Awar
‘: 2018+

YOUR REALTOR

LERDING GREENWOOD KING R

COM 5 PORT/OLIO

)/ THE WO INTERNATIONAL

jfain@greenwoodking.com
713.677.4337
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Make your

statemen

Eyewear is often the
first thing

people notice
about you.

Eye Contact stocks
an extensive
collection of

designer frames for
every occasion.

Let us help you find
your perfect look.

One of the Best
Places to Buy Eyewear

Dr. Christine Tyler
Best Eye Doctor

713-520-6600

2055 Westheimer @ Shepherd

ATHLETES
AND DANCERS
REHABILITATION
CLINIC

4665 Southwest Fwy,
Suite 212 | 707.948.6480
EmotionSportsTherapy.com

Voted One of the Best Physical Therapists

-
We treat PEOFPLE, not just|

| OutSmartMagazine.com
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COMMUNITY

FAVORITE LGBTQ

SOCIAL ORGANIZATION

Diana Foundation

Finalists: ERSICSS, Executive & Professional
Association Houston (EPAH ), Krewe of Olympus,
Lambda NextGen, LGBT Marriage Club

FAVORITE LGBTQ SPORTS CLUB

Montrose Softball League Association
Finalists: FrontRunners Houston, Houston Tennis Club,
Lone Star Volleyball

FAVORITE LOCAL COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY
University of Houston

Finalists: Houston Community College,

Rice University, Texas Southern University

PRIDE Houston

FAVORITE LOCAL

LGBTQ COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION
PRIDE Houston

Finalists: Krewe of Olympus,

LGBT Marriage Club, TGRA Houston,

The Truth Project

FAVORITE NATIONAL

LGBTQ ORGANIZATION

Human Rights Campaign

Finalists: LGBTQ Victory Fund,

National Gay & Lesbian Chamber of Commerce

FAVORITE PLACE TO TAKE

YOUR OUT-OF-TOWN VISITORS
Houston Eagle

Finalists: Houston Galleria, The Menil Collection,
Neon Boots Dancehall & Saloon

FAVORITE PLACE TO WORSHIP
Resurrection Metropolitan

Community Church

Finalists: Bering Memorial UMC, Congregation Or Ami,
Living Mosaic Montrose Church, St. Paul's UMC,

Unity of Houston

FAVORITE PROFESSIONAL SPORTS TEAM
Houston Astros

Finalists: Houston Dash, Houston Dynamo,
Houston Rockets, Houston SaberCats,

Houston Texans

LOCAL BUSINESS MOST SUPPORTIVE
OF THE LGBT COMMUNITY
Hamburger Mary’s

Finalists: Amegy Bank, Central Houston Cadillac,
Jenni's Noodle House, Silver Eagle Distributors
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AVENUE 3¢9

HEALTH & WELLNESS
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* X *k

Main Campus Humble Spring Cypress South Central

2150 West 18th St. 3rd FI 9816 Memorial Blvd. #120 17010 Sugar Pine Dr. 4405 Griggs Rd.

PrEP
Men's Wellness
HIV/STI Testing
Women's Health
Family Medicine
Behavioral Health

+ More

VOTED BEST COMMUNITY
HEALTH SERVICE PROVIDER

reates

*2019~*

Houston, TX 77008 Houston, TX 77338 Houston, TX 77090 Houston, TX 77021
713-426-0027 281-570-2525 281-537-8627 832-962-4111

Avenue360.org | HealthPromotions@Avenue360.org nu ?-L-THC@



DINING OUT

ard to believe this fabulous
eatery in The Heights has
been around since late
2014, and it still packs
them in for breakfast,
lunch, dinner, and Sunday brunch.
Husband-and-husband team of Eric
Munoz and Levi Lucky Rollins (Lucky is
afamily name, not anickname) commute
from their suburban home seven days a
week, so you’ll always find them here in
this two-story former auto-repair shop
cum bistro, craft bar, and marketplace.

Although Rollins, 44, comes from a
line of restaurant owners and both of his
grandmothers had eateries, he was work-
ing asvice president of sales at Laura
Mercier when he got the ideato starta
little bistro.

“Iwastraveling all the time,” Rollins
says, “and I wanted to spend more time
athome and have something Eric and
I could do together. But the bistro idea
morphed into an eatery with abaranda
marketplace. Urban Eats was a much big-
ger baby at birth than we thought!”

The couple has been married for a
little over 14 years. They have two rescue
cats, Molly and JoJo, but their real baby is
Urban Eats. Downstairs you’ll find a ca-
sual spot for breakfast, along with the to-
go market filled with the scent of fresh-
baked pastries and grandma’s chewy
ginger snaps. Many of Rollins’ recipes
come from his family, and his mother and
nonagenarian grandma come from Cali-
forniato visit several times a year.

Upstairs you’ll find adining room and
bar, and above that is a rooftop patio with
acharmingview of the neighborhood. The
artwork featured in the space is by local
artists (you’ll find Ernesto Guerra’s gor-
geous paintings on display through De-
cember), and if you’re looking for unique

74 OCTOBER2019 | OutSmartMagazine.com

UNIQUE EATERY

Husbands Eric Munoz and Levi Lucky Rollins
offer tasty treats with a side of art at
Urban Eats Bistro + Bar + Market.

holiday gifts, you can buy
artwork and house-made I
foodstuffs here that will :
dazzle your friends.

But shoppers will also
want to hang out here for
the Sunday brunch. Grab
acocktail and settle in for
some pancakes, waffles or
French toast, or go for the chicken fried steak
slider topped with a fried egg, or the Duck Fat
Camper’s Hash.

“These are nice, well-rounded comfort
dishes,” Rollins says, “but we do have some
healthier choices! We have nine salads, in-
cluding a very popular garden salad with goat
cheese crostini and shaved grilled chicken.”

But Rollins’ go-to favorite is the fried
green tomato BLT: atart, fried green tomato

Brunch & Cheap Eats
(Runner Up)

with thick-sliced hickory-
smoked bacon, cumin chili
aioli, and peach pepper jam
on a pretzel bun. The two
sliders with fries are just
$15—areal deal for the taste
buds.

“It’s very popular,” Rol-
lins says. “If I'm taking a
slider home, that’s the one I take.”

Don’t pass up the fluffy pull-apart monkey
bread with garlic, rosemary, and sea salt. Or for
asweet treat, try the lemon meringue tartlet.

But more than just food, Urban Eats is
about people. “What keeps us going every day is
the people,” Rollins says. “Most of our staff has
been with us since the beginning. We wouldn’t
have made it five years without them—and our
wonderful customers.” - Marene Gustin —

ORIT
Lunch Spot

DALTON DEHART
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COMMUNITY

NATIONAL BUSINESS MOST SUPPORTIVE
OF THE LGBT COMMUNITY

Target

Finalists: Anheuser-Busch, Dow Chemical, Starbucks

]
DINING OUT

BEST 24-HOUR RESTAURANT
House of Pies

Finalists: Katz's Deli, Midtown Bar and Grill,
Spanish Flowers

BEST BAKERY

Acadian Bakery (tie)

Dessert Gallery (tie)

Finalists: La Sicilia, Michael's Cookie Jar

BEST BARBECUE

The Pit Room

Finalists: Brookstreet BBQ, Goode Company,
Pappas Bar-B-Q, Pinkerton’s Barbecue

BEST BREAKFAST

Baby Barnaby’s

Finalists: Breakfast Klub, Lankford's
Grocery & Market, Snooze-An A.M. Eatery

BEST BRITISH

Red Lion Pub

Finalists: Black Labrador Pub,
McGonigel's Mucky Duck

BEST BRUNCH

Gloria’s Latin Cuisine (tie)
Hamburger Mary’s (tie)
Finalists: The Classic, Urban Eats

BEST CAFE
Barnaby’s Cafe
Finalists: Brasil, Common Bond Café & Bakery

BEST CAJUN
BB’s Tex-Orleans
Finalist: Ragin' Cajun Restaurant

BEST CENTRAL/SOUTH AMERICAN
Gloria’s Latin Cuisine
Finalist: Tasty Arepa

{ I

1819 GENESEE ST.
$266,000

- Vibrant and Convenient
Mid-Town Location

- 2BD/1.5BA/1GAR

- 1,240 sq. ft.

- Home has NEVER flooded

27244 ALEXANDRA
SPRINGS LN.
$335,000

- Spring Trails Gated Enclave

- 3BD/3.5BA/2GAR+Covered Outdoor Living
- 3,205 sq. ft.

- Home has NEVER flooded

TINA BURGOS

Principal Broker
INVERNESS REALTY GROUP
HOUSTON

Call/Text: 713.562.3149
TinaSellsHouston.com
& TinaSellsHawaii.com

Inverness

Realty Group

Voted Best Female
Real Estate Agent

o @
Visit one of
our 20 HOUStOn
i  locations,
Pet Supplies _

Natural Pawz sells only the most organic and Holistic brands out there. Stop into
our newest Houston location with full services and training at 208 Westheimer.

Pawz

208 Westheimer - Houston, TX 77006 - NaturalPawz.com
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Fly High Above The Rest.
urban eqats o
The smarier, sinpler woy
BREAKFAST * BRUNCH ’
LUNCH * DINNER * HAPPY HQUR

ou for vqting Us tpe

St! Best Insurance Agent

Finalist

OutvSmart |

(lyel)t{zf Patrick Torma
Agency Owner
reoalesd Call 281.723.1294

3420 Rusk St., Ste. 22
Houston, TX 77003

/o
+ drink + | .
3414 WASHINGTON AVE  FEASTURBANEATS.COM apscieed

Daniel R. Garza, MD

Medication
Management
Psychotherapy

Specializing in:
Depression - Bipolar

Anxiety - ADHD Disorders

\ BEST
%) PSYCHIATRIST

OutSmart Readers'’
Choice 2008-2019

281.610.8190

3131 Eastside St. » Suite 415

Limited Evening Appointments Available
Y SeHabla Espaiiol W

DRGarzaMD.com
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DINING OUT

BEST CHINESE

P. King Chinese Food
Finalists: Ambassador, China Garden,
Three Six Nine (3-6-9)

BEST CUBAN
El Rey
Finalist: Cafe Piquet

BEST DELI
Katz’s Deli
Finalists: Kenny & Ziggy's, New York Deli & Coffee Shop

BEST DESSERT

Acadian Bakers (tie)
Dessert Gallery (tie)
Finalists: La Sicilia, Rita's Italian Ice

BEST FOOD TRUCK
Taqueria Adrian
Finalists: Bernie's Burger Bus, The Waffle Bus

BEST FRENCH
Bistro Le Cep
Finalist: La Table

BEST GREEK
Niko Niko’s
Finalist: Theo's

THERESA DIMENNO

BEST HAMBURGER
Hamburger Mary’s

Finalists: Acadian Bakery, Burger Joint,
Lankford's Grocery & Market

BEST HOT DOG
Good Dog Houston-Montrose
Finalist: JCI Grill

BEST INDIAN
Khyber
Finalists: Indika, Kiran's

BEST ITALIAN

Giacomo’s Cibo e Vino (tie)
Riva’s (tie)

Finalist: Maggiano's Little Italy

BEST JAPANESE
Uchi
Finalists: Oishii, Roka Akor

BEST LUNCH SPOT

Jenni’s Noodle House (tie)

Urban Eats (tie)

Finalists: Barnaby's Café, Maggiano's Little Italy

MAPA WIYA
(YOUR MAP'S
NOT NEEDED)

Australian Aboriginal

Art from the
Fondation Opale

Kanpi Women's Collabor
300 cm). o K:mpx Womes

“ollabo

ungk a Baker, Ter

ve / Copyr bn

a Baker, Kani Tunkin, pJ tjagj rm
ncy. s Righes

cmdu Arist

gua,
)(/\R?) New York, 2019. Image courtesy of

The Menil Collection
Opening September 13, 2019

Free admission. Always.

Museum Hours

Open Wednesday—Sunday
I1a.m.—7 p.m.

Closed Monday and Tuesday
1533 Sul Ross Street
713-525-9400

menil.org Generous exhibition

support provided by

BHP

)\TymuT;t ngku Kunpu Kanyin

5,59 1/16 X
§vn[z rland.

cryl 18 1/8 in. (150 x
nOpl e

Adjacent lot
Tropical trees
Swimming pool
Fenced Surround

Galves;on Real Estate

See full listings and meet the team at:
TomsGalvestonRealEstate.com

713-857-2309
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TRANS
MAN

WITH A

PLAN

Emmett Schelling leads
Texas nonprofit with an
intersectional approach.

UTSMART
readers have
chosen
Emmett
Schelling

as this
year’s Most
Prominent Trans Male Activist. Gra-
cious to afault, this unrelenting trans
advocate has earned every accolade
coming his way.

Asafierce promoter of equal rights,
Schelling first served as the president
ofthe San Antonio Gender Association
(SAGA). For the pasttwo years, he has
served as the executive director for the
Transgender Education Network of
Texas (TENT), the largest statewide
organization serving Texas’ trans-
gender/nonbinary/gender-diverse (or
“gender-fluid”) community.

As anon-profit organization,
TENT advocates for inclusive
transgender/nonbinary/gender-fluid
policies across Texas on both the mu-
nicipal and statewide levels. TENT
also works to empower trans, nonbina-
ry, and gender-diverse Texans through
an array of educational program-
ming—including panels, workshops,
and public-speaking events. These
programs help community members
and allies deepen their own under-
standing of the trans community as

78 OCTOBER2019 | OutSmartMagazine.com

FAVORITE

they become aware of the barriers
to full access and inclusion faced
by trans individuals.

Asthetip of TENT’s activist
spear, Schelling’s professional
life is demanding. On any given
day he can be found speaking
with political leaders, medical
professionals, lawyers, social
workers, or students and their
parents. He’s been featured in
numerous Texas media outlets,
and in national publications such as Newsweek,
The Hill, Slate, and the Huffington Post.

Is Schelling’s work making a difference?
“Inthe two years Emmett has been the ex-
ecutive director of TENT, he has made great
strides in advancing our mission of further-
ing gender-diverse equality in Texas. We are
happy to have him,” states Erika Richie, TENT
board member, popular activist, and model
Mama Bear.

Born in Seoul, South Korea, Schelling was
adopted as atoddler and grew up in a conserva-
tive and deeply religious middle-class family
in the Midwest. But that predictably safe path
to adulthood had a slight detour as Schelling
began his journey to become the proudly out
trans man he is today.

“My first memory as a child is launching
into a [very atypical] tantrum at the age of
three or four when my mother tried to make me
wear adress,” Schelling laughs. “As I grew into
childhood, I refused to wear a shirt. That did

TRANS MALE
Community Hero

MOST
PROMINENT
Trans Male Activist

not go over well with my
family, so we found a com-
promise: bib overalls.”

Schilling’s transi-
tion was not a “ta-dal!”
moment, he says, since
he had always been mas-
culine, and often chose
the company of other
male kids. “My sister said
after I officially came
out to her, everything
made so much more sense about who I was,” he
explained.

As TENTs first executive director who
is also non-white, Schelling realizes there is
disproportionate danger for trans, nonbinary,
gender-diverse people of color. He and TENT
are tackling this head-on.

“People of color, particularly black trans
women of color, face obstacles that their
white counterparts do not. Thisis why TENT
has committed to do all of its programming
through aracial-justice lens, with an emphasis
on an intersectional approach,” Schelling says.
“We need to educate people about the trans
community as a whole, and who we really are.
It’s a sad day when we need to ‘humanize’ any
group to help them live free of discrimination
and harm. There’s an aggressive push now
to erase people from society just because we
don’t know or don’t understand their journey,”
Schelling notes. “Our mission at TENT is to
change all this.” - Kim Hogstrom —

DALTON DEHART


http:// outsmartmagazine.com 

DINING OUT

BEST MEDITERRANEAN
Fadi’s
Finalists: Aladdin, DiMassi's

BEST MEXICAN
Gloria’s Latin Cuisine
Finalists: El Real, El Tiempo

BEST MIDDLE EASTERN
Fadi’s
Finalist: Aladdin

BEST NEW RESTAURANT
Bisou
Finalists: BCN Taste & Tradition, Nobie's

BEST PIZZA
Bollo
Finalists: Pepperoni's, Pi Pizza, Star Pizza

BEST PLACE FOR A ROMANTIC DATE
Rainbow Lodge

Finalists: Eddie V's, Giacomo's Cibo e Vino,
La Table

BEST PLACE TO CELEBRATE
Hamburger Mary’s
Finalists: Boheme, Pearl Bar

BEST RESTAURANT

FOR CHEAP EATS

Jenni’s Noodle House

Finalists: Barnaby's, Raising Cane's Chicken Fingers,
Urban Eats, Whataburger

BEST RESTAURANT FOR ELEGANT DINING
Rainbow Lodge
Finalists: La Table, State of Grace, Tony's

BEST RESTAURANT

FOR OUTDOOR DINING
Cedar Creek

Finalists: Backstreet Cafe, Harold's
Restaurant & Tap Room

BEST SEAFOOD

Truluck’s

Finalists: Goode Company Seafood,
McCormick & Schmick's, Pappadeaux

BEST STEAK HOUSE
Perry’s Steakhouse
Finalists: B&B Butchers, Morton's Steak House, Ritual

BEST STEAK NIGHT AT A BAR

Free Grillin’ at George

Finalists: Neon Boots Dancehall & Saloon,
Pearl Bar

BEST SUSHI
Roka Akor
Finalists: Kata Robata, Qishii

BEST THAI
Khun Kay Thai
Finalists: Naam Khao Thai Kitchen, Rim Tanon

BEST VEGETARIAN/VEGAN
Field of Greens
Finalists: Govinda's, Tarka Indian Kitchen

Voted
Best Indian
Restaurant!
Thank you
Outsmart
Readers’!

KHYBER

"North Indian Grill"

2510 Richmond Ave. | 713.942.9424

HELFMAN )

————— = 4 Jeep U mam

7720 Katy Freeway w
next to [ix=a]

Houston, TX 77024 Bryon Crombie

T: 713.574.5058 Cell: 713.213.6941
helfmanJEEP.com bcrombie@helfman.com

Bring this ad and | will give you $500 off your purchase!

OutSmartMagazinecom | OCTOBER2019 79


http:// helfmanjeep.com 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
mailto:bcrombie@helfman.com

Dermal fillers can take years off, even
decades; giving a natural, pleasant, and
well rested look. Dr. Barrios added volume
fo patients upper & lower cheeks and
chin fo reverse the signs of aging.

* NON-SURGICAL
* IMMEDIATE LASTING RESULTS
+ AFFORDABLE

Botox® * Restylane® ¢ Radiesse®
Belotero® ¢ Sculptra®

Wrinkles « Rosacea ¢ Facial Sagging
Acne (active & scars) * Face & Leg Veins
Laser Hair Removal

Call for your FREE Consultation
713.942.SKIN (7546)

517 West Gray St. « Between Montrose and Taft
www.SkinRenaissance.net

Dr. Octavio Barrios, MD is a Fellow of the American
Society for Laser Medicine and Surgery & American
Academy of Aesthetic Medicine Member.

VOTED ONE OF THE BEST

Dr. Octavio Barrios

Best Physican 2005-2018

Skin Renaissance

Best Skin Care Center 2005-2018

Dt

Your Medical Approach
to Weight Loss

PERSONALIZED | COMPREHENSIVE | DOCTOR SUPERVISED

OCTAVIO LUCIA MANGLE
BARRIOS,MD  ARNOLD, MPAS, PA-C
CALL TODAY! e or e

| AMERICAN SOCIETY OF

713.942.7546 - S
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DINING OUT

BEST VIETNAMESE
Thien An
Finalists: Cali Sandwich, Mai's

FRIENDLIEST RESTAURANT STAFF
Riva’s

Finalists: Barnaby's, Gloria's Latin Cuisine,
Hamburger Mary’s

]
DRINKS

& SPIRITS

CLUB OR RESTAURANT

WITH BEST HAPPY HOUR

Houston Eagle

Finalists: Crocker Bar,

George Your Country Sports Bar, JR's Bar & Grill

JR's Bar & Grill
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CLUB OR RESTAURANT

WITH THE BEST MARGARITA

JR’s Bar & Grill

Finalists: 1308 Annex, Hamburger Mary's,
Houston Eagle

CLUB OR RESTAURANT

WITH THE BEST MARTINI

Guava Lamp

Finalists: Hamburger Mary's, Houston Eagle,
JR's Bar & Grill, Warren's Inn

FAVORITE BRAND OF BEER
Bud Light
Finalists: 8th Wonder, Eureka Heights, Karbach

FAVORITE BRAND OF LIQUOR
Tito’s Handmade Vodka
Finalists: Crown Royal, Deep Eddy Vodka,
Don Anastacio Tequila

FAVORITE FEMALE BARTENDER
Sarah Tompkins Gutierrez
Finalists: Kashmir Cortave, Mya Ross,
Reyna Rodriguez

FAVORITE MALE BARTENDER
Matthew Friar

Finalists: Colton Gaul, David Truong,
Anthony Uncensored, Travis Webb

FAVORITE WINE BAR
Bacco
Finalists: Boheme, Postino

I
HEALTH
& BEAUTY

BEST COMMUNITY HEALTH
SERVICES PROVIDER

Avenue 360 (tie)

Legacy Community Health (tie)
Finalist: City of Houston HIV Services

BEST COSMETIC SKIN CARE CENTER
The Skin Renewal Center

Finalists: Share Wellness & MediSpa,

Skin Renaissance, West Ave. Plastic Surgery

BEST COSMETIC SURGEON
Forrest S. Roth

BEST FEMALE
AESTHETIC PSYSICIAN
Angela Sturm

BEST MALE AESTHETIC PHYSICIAN
Patrick McNamara
Finalists: Herb De Souza, Russell Kridel

BEST FOOT DOCTOR
Vanessa Barrow
Finalist: Jim Jacobs

BEST DAY SPA
Alira Boutique Spa & Salon

BEST FEMALE DENTIST
Cynthia Corral
Finalists: Melicia Tjoa, Dianna Wilde

BEST MALE DENTIST
Sam Carrell

Finalists: Marcus De Guzman,
Austin Faulk, Cory Logan,
Randy Mitchmore, Bruce Smith

BEST FEMALE

EYE DOCTOR

Michelle Hung

Finalists: Juliet Farmer, Christine Tyler
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BEST MALE EYE DOCTOR
Stewart Zuckerbrod
Finalists: Paul Lovero, Charlie Nguyen

BEST FEMALE HAIR STYLIST
Celina Gonzalez
Finalists: Lana Blake, Patty Gooch

BEST MALE HAIR STYLIST

Joel Quinones

Finalists: Reza Nouri, Anthony Skoogie,
Randall Valentino

BEST FEMALE
MASSAGE THERAPIST
Rose Carle

BEST MALE

MASSAGE THERAPIST
Ryan Fugate

Finalists: Joel Quezada,

Adam Skidmore, Tom Zeppelin

BEST FEMALE

MENTAL HEALTH THERAPIST
Denise O’Doherty

Finalists: Tara Bates, Yvonne Champion,
Blythe Twosisters

BEST MALE

MENTAL HEALTH THERAPIST
Ty David Lerman (tie)
Robert Snellgrove (tie)
Finalist: Tony Aucoin

The Masculine Eros
A Survival Guide for Our Most Troubled Times

A book by: Robert B. Snellgrove, LCSW

Available at The Jung Center Houston Bookstore
or www.robertsnellgrove.com

Robert Snellgrove, LCSW Counselor and Psychotherapist - 4203 Montrose Blvd., Suite 240 - 713.257.0972

WINDOW/WINDSHIELD REPLACEMENT - PAINT AND BODY WORK
'\Qan

Voted Best
Auto Shop

' | BEST SPECIALTY
FOOD STORE

A CU'I'UI'OL FOOdie Experience GOURMET VARKET REPRESENTING.

in thg_Heaerf Downtown Houston SR s L et

PHOENICIA FOODS DOWNTOWN: 1001 AUSTIN ST, HOUSTON, 77010 | PHOENICIA FOODS WES

UMSTOP.COM
7 --

MORE THAN 50 COUNTRIES AND

BOUTIQUE WINES AND BEERS

& i
™ e, T Grab-and.go Prepared Foods
| and YUmmy! Catering

2 /(555 ONE OF
4 “TEN FAVORITE

R VORITE
- S ARKE ~
S=8 |\ THE NATION.O)Y

Saveur Magazine

I
2141 WESTHEIMER RD, HOUSTON, 77077 | |
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THE CLINIC

YOU CAN
COUNT ON

Legacy Community Health's CEQ
Katy Caldwell works to ensure
the LGBTQ community’s trust.

Healthcare Provider/
Best Pharmacy

fter Katy Caldwell’s
close friend was diag-
nosed with HIV in the
late 1980s, she became
a Montrose Clinic vol-
unteer to help others
affected by the virus.

“Many people were dying,” Caldwell
recalls. “Giving someone an HIV diagno-
sis was basically handing them their death
sentence. As avolunteer, there were days
when I had to give multiple people HIV-
positive results. That was tough.”

Caldwell again stepped up for folks af-
fected by HIV and AIDS in 1996, when she
accepted ajob as executive director of the
Montrose Clinic. Just as she took over the
clinic, there was an HIV/AIDS medication
breakthrough that allowed clinics across
Americato create a practical system of
holistic HIV care. When Montrose Clinic
morphed into Legacy Community Health in
2005, it became a place where anyone could
receive health-related services—physical

82 OCTOBER2019 | OutSmartMagazine.com

and mental health, social services, dental and
eye care, and medication management.

Twenty-three years later, and under
Caldwell’s leadership, Legacy Community
Health has full-service clinics in 36 locations
throughout Houston, offering comprehensive
care to over 189,000 people, regardless of their
ability to pay.

“Offering people affordable healthcare
isimportant, because Texas has the highest
number of uninsured people in the nation and
Houston has the highest number in the state,”
Caldwell notes, referencing data released by
the U.S. Census Bureau. “Legacy’s mission is to
drive healthy change in our communities, and
the only way we can do that is to provide af-
fordable access to healthcare services.”

Itisin Legacy Community Health’s DNA
tobe LGBTQ-affirming, Caldwell says, but it
hasn’t been easy to get everyone on the same
page as the Trump administration rolls back
healthcare protections for LGBTQ—and spe-
cifically transgender—people.

“We’re fighting the administration’s at-

tacks on trans people in every way that we
can,” Caldwell says, adding that Legacy is
working with lobbyists in Washington to de-
feat anti-LGBTQ healthcare proposals. “We're
one voice in alarge collective of voices (includ-
ing our sister clinics across the country and
the larger medical community) who believe in
equal treatment for the trans community.”

Legacy Community Health will always be
aplace that provides affirming and afford-
able healthcare to trans people, Caldwell says.
Everyone who is hired to work for the clinics
must be LGBTQ-friendly, and employees are
given trainings on how to best work with
LGBTQ patients.

Commenting on Legacy Community
Health winning OurSMmaRT’s Gayest & Greatest
2019 awards for Best Community Healthcare
Provider and Best Pharmacy, Caldwell says:
“It’s one of the best compliments we could ever
get that the community feels this way about
our organization. I'm incredibly humbled and
flattered. Legacy will continue to work every
day for your trust.” —Lourdes Zavaleta —
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HEALTH & BEAUTY

Denis “Woodja” Flanigan

Daniel Garza
Finalist: Barry Gritz

Danielle Sampey
Finalist: Shana Ross

Michael Shallis
Finalist: Tony Hood, David Muniz

M. Sandra Scurria
Finalists: Julia Kovacs, Jennifer Meyer

Gordon Crofoot
Finalists: Octavio Barrios,
Colt Keo-Maier, Ted Voloyiannis

Aspire Fertility
Finalist: Houston Fertility Institute

FIT Athletic Club
Finalists: Club Houston, Houston Gym,
Skyline CrossFit

Sherman Yeager
Finalist: Byron Menard

Avita Pharmacy (tie)
Legacy Pharmacy (tie)
Finalists: Kroger Montrose, Walgreen's

Roy Rivera Jr.
Finalist: Ariel Harlev

Electric Chair
Finalists: Corazones Tattoo, Red Eye Gallery

AN e
| | (jJ | | |
I | /\ | |
IRFAN
BTL VANQUISH ME"
BTL CELLUTONE"™

BEST MALE
AESTHETIC PHYSICIAN:

BEST COSMETIC
SKIN CARE CENTER:

Eliminate fat from those hard to reduce areas such as
our waist and thighs. No downtime or discomfort.

Call us to set up a consultation
for a complimentary evaluation
and free body fat analysis.

B We also treat with Botox, Xeomin,

< = dermal fillers, Thermi250
SKIN I{?NEEWAL (skin tightening), chemical peels,
i |
CENTER facials, lasers and more!
MEDICAL SPA 713-533-0800 - 1512 West Alabama St.

Houston, TX 77006

Eye to lye

INTHE HEIGHTS

Dr. Michelle M. Hung

Therapeutic Optometrist,
Optometric Glaucoma Specialist

432 West 19th St.
713.864.8822
EyeHeights.com

Mon., Tue,, Thur,, Fri. 9a - ép
Sat.9a - 2p * Wed. & Sun. closed

\/OIC(TBDSI !
Female Eye
Doctor

I Signature Eye Care | Contact Lenses | Designer Frames
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- Best Art Gallery/
Place to Buy Arlvy_qu
r Runner-up

o

MARGEAUX WALTER

BELIEVE ME

11/15/19% = A A1

616.- Hawthorne St Houst
(281) 989 4356 | www.

We are an open, welcoming and compassionate group of seekers
inviting you to become a part of the life of our church and school.

5 o e P
] (20 IG5 7

i %{ W R

"5"’—«!5"“' FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH AND SCHOOL

1601 Sunset Blvd. Houston, Texas 77005 www.fcchou.org 713-526-8125
Sunday Service at 10:30 am ¢ Now enrolling students ages 12 months to 5 years
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HEALTH & BEAUTY

SignatureCare Emergency Center
Finalist: Elite Care 24 Hour Emergency

Vitality IV - River Oaks

HOUSE
& HOME

Morningside Architects

Jennifer Majors Baca
Finalist: Felicia Gulihur

Lane Lewis
Finalist: Patrick Torma

Ronnie Siebert

Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams
Finalists: Cantoni, Design Within Reach

Alabama Furniture
Finalist: IKEA

Joshua’s Native Plants

& Garden Antiques
Finalists: Buchanan'’s Native Plants,
Fountains and Statuary,

Wabash Feed & Garden Store

Fortress Shield Security

Brad Brandt
Finalist: Dreams by MJS Interiors

Windswept Landscape Studios
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BEST MOVERS
All My Sons Movers
Finalists: 3 Men Movers, Max Movers

BEST PEST CONTROL COMPANY
Andy’s All Star Pest Control

BEST AIR CONDITIONING

& HEATING COMPANY
Newport Air Conditioning
& Heating

Finalist: Construct Air & Heat

BEST PLUMBER
Village Plumbing & Air
Finalist: Nick's Plumbing

BEST POOL COMPANY
Venture Pool Co.
Finalist: Houston Cool Pools

]
LEGAL &
FINANCIAL

BEST BANK/CREDIT UNION
Amegy Bank

Finalists: East West Bank,

People’s Trust Federal Credit Union,
Regions Bank, Wells Fargo

BEST FEMALE
ACCOUNTANT/BOOKKEEPER
Kathy Hubbard

BEST MALE
ACCOUNTANT/BOOKKEEPER
Gary Gritz

BEST FEMALE ATTORNEY
deborah lawson
Finalists: Phyllis Frye, Fran Watson

BEST MALE ATTORNEY

Raed Gonzalez (tie)
Mitchell Katine (tie)

Finalists: John Nechman, Dwane Todd

BEST FEMALE

FINANCIAL PLANNER/ADVISOR
Grace Yung

Finalists: Felicia Gulihur, Christyna Lewis

BEST MALE

FINANCIAL PLANNER/ADVISOR
Bryan K. Cotton (tie)

Richard Dickson (tie)

- ]
PETS

BEST DOGGIE DAY CARE

The Dog House Pet Salon
Finalists: Houston Bark Park & Daycare,
Molly's Mutthouse

CATCH GOLON

ANCER BEFOF

IT CATCHES YOU.
GET SCREENED.

A board-certified colon and rectal surgeon,
Dr. Theodoros Voloyiannis provides a full
range of services, including:

e Diagnostic procedures and treatment of
diseases of the colon, rectum and anus

e Screening colonoscopies and treatment
of colon and rectal cancer

Dr. Voloyiannis is committed to treating you
and your family with personal attention in a
pleasant, efficient and friendly atmosphere.

Call 832-932-1720 or visit
www.TexasOncology.com
to make an appointment.

DENISE O'DOHERTY

LPC, LMFT, LCDC, RN

COUNSELING avo PSYCHOTHERAPY

* Addiction
* Relationship
* Personal Development

Counseling to individuals, couples, =
and families of varying age, gender,

race and sexual orientations. » BEST MENTAL HEALTH THERAPIST

OutSmart Reader’s Choice Awards 2004-2019

| QEETIRINCEIR UL R 5131 Eastside St Ste 435 - 713-524-9525
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Judge Fran Watson
rules for justice in

Houston's courtrooms.

hen Fran Watson was a

child, she was often cho-

sen to be the judge when

she and her friends would
play court.

“We would play while riding the METRO
bus, and being judge was always my role,”
Watson, now 44, recalls. “Later in life, my
college professors nicknamed me Judge
Watson. I had no idea my life would ever
actually be headed in that direction.”

Watson, an attorney and LGBTQ activ-
ist, was appointed associate municipal
judge for the City of Houston by Mayor
Sylvester Turner in July. Her new posi-
tion, a two-year term with the opportu-
nity to seek reappointment, is her latest
act of public service.

“My goal is to do right by the people of
Houston,” Watson says. “I want to ensure
that everyone who comes through the
courtroom is treated with respect and is
being heard.”

Watson and her younger brother were
born and raised in Houston by her mother
and her grandparents. She excelled at
school, loved to read, and enjoyed playing
the bass clarinet.

Her life took a sudden turn when she was
13 and her mother died of a drug overdose.
During Watson’s sophomore year of high
school, her grandfather became ill and
she frequently had to accompany him to
the doctor. The following year, Watson
was expelled from school for having too
many absences.

After working in fast food for several
years, Watson decided to take the GED
exam at the University of Houston Down-
town (UHD) so she could become a man-
ager at Luther’s BBQ. Instead, a counselor
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at the school told Watson that
her high scores on the GED
were enough to win a scholar-
ship. Watson began attending
UHD on that scholarship,
earning her bachelor’s degree
in psychology in 2005.
Following her graduation,
Watson applied to Texas
Southern University’s law
school and was admitted for
the 2006 school year. In 2009,
she passed the test to be ad-
mitted to the Texas State Bar.
Eventually, Watson opened up
aprivate practice in her home,
doing LGBTQ estate planning.
In 2011, Watson fell two-and-a-half stories
while rock climbing in Austin. She broke both
of her legs and was housebound for weeks. “I
decided that once I could walk again, Iwould
do more for my community,” she recalls.
‘Watson became heavily involved in LGBTQ
organizations such as the Stonewall Law
Association of Greater Houston, where she
became friends with Jerry Simoneaux—her
former law partner and now a fellow Houston
judge—who encouraged her to join the Houston

Community Hero

LGBTQ Activist

GLBT Political Caucus. In
2016, Watson made history
by becoming the Caucus’ first
black female president. She
also served in leadership posi-
tions for the Democratic Na-
tional Convention, Creating
Change, and Montrose Grace
Place (where she is currently a
board member).

Watson ran for a Texas
Senate seat in 2018, but ulti-
mately lost in the Democratic
primary runoff against Rita
Lucido, who was later defeat-
ed by anti-LGBTQ Republican
Senator Joan Huffman. As to whether she will
ever run for the Senate again, Watson says, “As
long asthere are injustices being done against
people, I will always consider arun. I want to
make sure that Texas has effective leadership.”

Watson is married to Kim Watson, her
partner of 15 years, whom she loves to travel
with. Watson says her dream trip is to Africa.
“That’s my next spot,” Watson says. “It’sa 19-
hour flight, so I'm mentally preparing for it.
I'm hoping to make it happen by 2021.”
—Lourdes Zavaleta

ASHKAN ROAYAEE
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PETS

BEST FEMALE VETERINARIAN
Kristy Kyle (tie)

Danielle Rosser (tie)
Finalist: Catherine Lang

BEST MALE VETERINARIAN
Richard Clive
Finalists: Doug Hendrix, Larry White

BEST PET EMERGENCY
CARE CENTER

Gulf Coast Veterinary
Specialists

Finalists: Sunset Animal Hospital,
Urban Animal Veterinary Hospital

BEST PET GROOMING SERVICE
Aussie Pet Mobile - River Oaks (tie)
The Dog House Pet Salon (tie)
Finalist: Molly's Mutt House

BEST PET FOOD
NULO
Finalists: Blue Buffalo, Royal Canin

BEST PET WALKING AND PET SITTING SERVICE
George’s Pampered Paws
Finalist: Sit & Stay Awhile

BEST PLACE TO ADOPT A PET
PugHearts of Houston
Finalists: BARC Animal Shelter

and Adoptions, Friends For Life

BEST PLACE TO BUY PET SUPPLIES
Natural Pawz
Finalists: Kriser's Natural Pet, PetSmart

- ]
ARTS

BEST ART GALLERY/PLACE

TO BUY ARTWORK

Archway Gallery

Finalists: Foto Relevance,

Hardy & Nance Studios, Jumper Maybach Art

BEST COMMUNITY DANCE COMPANY
Urban Souls Dance Company
Finalists: Hope Stone Inc., Pilot Dance Project

BEST COMMUNITY THEATRE

Stages Repertory Theatre

Finalists: Catastrophic Theatre,

Midtown Arts & Theater Center Houston (MATCH)

BEST LOCAL EQUITY THEATRE
Alley Theatre (tie)
Theatre Under The Stars (tie)

BEST PERFORMING ARTS COMPANY
Theatre Under The Stars
Finalists: Alley Theatre, Society for the Performing Arts

FAVORITE HOUSTON MUSEUM

Menil Collection

Finalists: Contemporary Arts Museum, Museum of Fine
Arts Houston, Museum of Natural Science

Need an EASY Solution to a HARD Marriage?

Financial life after going through divorce can be complicated and challenging. Janet
Friedman opened my eyes as to how to best meet many of those challenges and she
even found me the perfect divorce lawyer. She worked diligently to best finance my two
properties so that | can be financially free from my ex. She is a superb problem solver
and her take-charge attitude guarantees a good experience! —J.D. Arnold

DIVORCE SETTLEMENT LOANS

If you don’t know where to start...but just
want out, call J. Friedman Mortgage

J. Friedman Mortgage

713-785-LOAN (5626)
JFriedmanLoans.com

HOUSTON/CORP OFFICE NMLS # 219855
JANET FRIEDMAN NMLS # 219950

6060 Richmond Ave., Ste 226 | Houston, TX. 77057

LOVE HELPS BUILD A HAPPY HOME. CIRCA JUST GETS YOU THERE.

A’
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REAL ESTATE
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- P CIRCAHOUSTON.COM, @CIRCAREALESTATE =
350 W 19TH STREET, STED

713.862.1101 o =
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ENTERTAINMENT & NIGHT

DJ

MASTER OF
THE TURNTABLES

DJ Melle Mel has spun records since 2007.

el Frausto was born

in the small town of
Weslaco, Texas, but grew
up mainly in Houston. A

graduate of the College of Alamedain
Alameda, California, Frausto is now
afull-time DJ. How Frausto landed in
that career is not a typical story.
Frausto, who identifies as nonbi-
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nary and gender-fluid, uses plural pronouns.
“Ihave truly embraced both my masculine
and feminine traits,” they explain. Ask them
just what kind of DJ they are, and Frausto will
tell you, “A good specialist DJ [for bars and
clubs], spinning tracks that I enjoy and my
audience enjoys.”

While at the College of Alameda, Frausto
was studying to become a certified auto techni-

cian, following in their father’s footsteps. But
while working in a repair shop as part of their
studies, Frausto sustained a severe injury
that meant they would no longer be able to lift
anything over 10 pounds. Not long after, they
got a call that their father had been diagnosed
with Stage 5 cancer.

“Iimmediately said goodbye to California
and moved back home to Houston. Sadly, I
lost my father to cancer.” Frausto knew they
needed anew career. Having worked as a DJ for
private events in California, Frausto thought,
“Why not do it until I can find something per-
manent? That was in 2007, and to this day that
hasbeen my career. That twist of fate changed
my life forever.”

It’sno wonder that being a DJ ultimately
become Frausto’s career. Ever since Frausto
was young, they would turn to music as an
escape or as therapy. “Music is so powerful. I
was addicted, and it was effortless when I was
abeginner DJ.Iwas born to do this!”

At age 8, Frausto discovered their parents’
LP and 8-track tape collection. “I found myself
hooked onlearninglyrics and melodies—and
the rest, as you say, is history. I've been DJing
for twelve years now, and loving every moment
I have standing behind the decks.”

Frausto finds music, and everything it can
do for aperson, incredibly inspiring. “Music
hasbeen around as long as man. Throughout
the years, people have revelled in the joy of
songs. It makes us move. It plays with our
heartstrings. It transcends place and time, and
it connects us.”

But it’s not only music’s power to inspire
that so thrills Frausto. It is also its power to
unite their audiences. “It provides a unique
experience, bringing all cultures together. No
matter where you come from, we are all equal.”

Those audiences are about to grow, too.
Frausto will be starting at anew venue in the
coming weeks, and there may even be “some
traveling to different surrounding cities,”
Frausto adds.

Although music is close to Frausto’s heart,
charity is right there with it. They are com-
mitted to giving back to the community and
donating time for nonprofit events such as
Bunnies on the Bayou and the Montrose Soft-
ball League Association (MSLA).

More than anything, Frausto says they
don’t want to be known as a “female or lesbian”
DJ—but rather as one who just “plays from the
heart and is full of love for every single soul in
the audience. So the next time you see me, feel
free to shout out ‘DJ Melle Mel!””

— Jenny Block —
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Thank you QQutvSmanrt readers for making

rchway Gallery

the BEST Art Gallery of 2019!

B : IOT

BRAD BRANDT
BradBrandtDesigns.com
281.216.7849

Voted Best

Interior Designer

™\
N\

[the salon ]

JOEL QUINONES
QTheSalon.com
713.807.0000
Voted Best
Male Hair Stylist

Stay In-The-Loop With

Resident of Montrose since 1983

Consistent TOP Producer,
John Daugherty, Realtors

If you wish to be In-The-Loop,
whether selling, buying, or just

looking around, ——

A * \ |
2 Out - Smarct_ '\

Voted One of the Best Realtors
in Houston 8 years in a row
- OutSmart Readers’ Choice 20122019

CALL ANDY NOW!
713.724.4306

CELL

713.561.6653

DIRECT

andyw@ johndaugherty.com

JOHNDAUGHERTY.COM

520 Post Oak Blvd., Houston, TX 77027 713.626.3930

HAYES HUNTER PC

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
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amarie Cooper would like to
thank the Academy'...oops,
Imean Houston’s LGBTQ
community.

“Ihave been very fortu-
nate to win some other ‘Best of” awards,
but this one just has a special meaning.

It gives me the warm fuzzies,” she says.
“This is a community that I love and for
which I am an ally. Growing up in ballet, I
was always surrounded by gay people; my
mother’s best friends were gay men and
alesbian couple, and I saw no difference
between them and anyone else. It was a
rude awakening when I discovered that
so many people are treated differently for
being gay.”

Cooper, who was born in Chicago but
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Iconic actress Tamarie Cooper

impacts Houston's theater scene.

“moved all around” as a child,
landed in Houston at age 14 and
made lifelong friends among
her fellow students at the High
School for the Performing and
Visual Arts (HSPVA), where she
began dabbling in theater. She
clocked more than 200 hours
in college, but dropped out “for the last time”
when she helped found the Infernal Bride-
groom company with longtime collaborator
Jason Nodlerin 1993.

Now the co-artistic director of Catastroph-
ic Theatre, which houses at the Midtown Arts
and Theater Center Houston (MATCH), Coo-
per’s LGBTQ followers might know her best
as the creator of The Tamarie Cooper Show,
adizzyingly original, full-scale musical ex-

Female Actor

ANTHONY RATHBUN

LEADING LADY

travaganzathat will return in its
22nd installment next summer.
However, Cooper says, “I'm not
only The Tamarie Cooper Show.”
She’s also abonafide director
of other plays, including Will
Eno’s Tragedy: A Tragedy, which
runs through October 20. Then
she’ll portray Carol in Baby Screams Miracle
by Clare Barron, November 22-December 15
at Catastrophic. “It’s awild, crazy script thatis
really funny and strange and intense,” she says.
Butback to Tamarie 20/20, which Cooper
is currently writing. The superstar hyphenate
teases that maybe, just maybe, she’s penning a
special role for gay fave Walt Zipprian. “He will
probably appear as Barbara Walters,” she says.
—Don Maines —
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ARTS

FAVORITE LOCAL

FEMALE ACTOR

Tamarie Cooper

Finalists: Holland Vavra, Teresa Zimmerman

FAVORITE LOCAL

MALE ACTOR

Colton Berry

Finalists: Dylan Goodwin, Mark Ivy

Crystal Murley

FAVORITE LOCAL
FEMALE FINE ARTIST
Crystal Murley
Finalists: Nesreen Alawami,
Jan Golden, Heather Gordy

FAVORITE LOCAL

MALE FINE ARTIST

Hugo Perez

Finalists: Robin Baker, John Palmer, Steven Tilotta

]
AUTO

BEST AUTO BODY SHOP
Ryan Automotive
Finalist: Master Car Care & Collision

BEST AUTO MECHANIC
Tech Auto Maintenance
Finalists: Beckwith's Car Care,
RMS Auto Care

BEST CAR WASH/

AUTO DETAILING

Mister Car Wash &

Express Lube

Finalists: Aqua Hand Wash & Car Detail, Bubbles

BEST DOMESTIC

AUTO DEALERSHIP

Central Houston Cadillac
Finalists: Knapp Chevrolet,

Planet Lincoln, Ron Carter Cadillac

BEST IMPORT

AUTO DEALERSHIP

Audi Central Houston

Finalists: Advantage BMW, Central Houston Land Rover,
Fred Haas Toyota World, Subaru of Clear Lake

HEIGHTS < BELLAIRE * MONTROSE « MEMORIAL

Visit any of our 9

HOUSTON
LOCATION

as well as our Greater Texas facilities

* Board Certified Physicians
* Accept All Private Insurance
= Open 365 Days A Year
* 24 Hours A Day
* TDays A Week
* Average Wait Times of Less than 10 Min
» Treatment of adults, children and infants
* On-Site Testing Laboratory
* On-Site CT Scan and Ultrasound

2 YEARS
'IN A ROW!

Lic#TACLA55198E

HSH

7
0%
Financing
Available

NEWPOR.

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL

BEST

AIR CONDITIONING &
HEATING COMPANY

INDOOR AIR QUALITY + SERVICE + INSTALLATION

281.808.8630 + NEWPORTAC.COM
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SHOPPING & SERVICES

eather Taylor, 50,

wears many hats, so

her multiple G&G

category awards are

no surprise.

“I'mvery busy

with my company and all my volun-
teer and political work,” Taylor says.
“That’s pretty much allIdo.”

The Army brat was living in
Houston in the ’90s when she came
out. That’s also about the time she
read Julia Cameron’s self-help book
The Artist’s Way, which deals with
creative development.

“It asks you tolist five things you
want to be when you grow up,” she
explains. “Ithink I put down CEO
and basketball player.” One out of two
isn’t bad.

Taylor left Houston around 2002
to spend ten yearsin Los Angeles as
acreative consultant. She came back
here in 2012 and continued to work as
afreelance consultant, but it wasn’t
until last year that she felt the need
to expand.

“I just outgrew myself,” she says.
“SoIdecided to start Mad Hat Maven
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creative agency, and it just skyrocketed.”
Today she has more than a dozen employees,
all of whom wear multiple hats. Which means
that a client may want a writer, but they’ll also
get someone who is a creative director, brand
consultant, and video editor. Although the
company has worked for some major oil and
gas interests and large companies, they will
also work on smaller accounts.

“We work with mom-and-
pops and businesses just starting
out,” Taylor says. “We can do
brand development, setup a
website, put together a marketing
plan, and then teach them how to
continue on their own.”

Despite that busy schedule,
Taylor also makes time for volun-
teer work in the community. Her
company did the creative in-kind
work for the Victory Fund this
year, and also sponsored the Vic-
tory Brunch. She is also cochair
ofthe Human Rights Campaign
and is involved in politics.

“When I woke up on that fate-
ful November morning in 2016,
Imade a pact with the universe
thatIwas going to do everything

Volunteer

Creative Ad

Businesswoman
(Runner Up)

JILL
OF ALL
TRADES

Heather J. Taylor excels
as a businesswoman, a
volunteer, and in brand

development.

I could to stop this,” she says of the Trump
election.

Taylor also has abackground in theater,
with a drama degree from London’s Regent’s
College and The Poor School of Acting. She
certainly has a flair to her, but also a sense of
duty—which explains why her favorite film is
Roman Holiday, where a young Audrey Hep-
burn plays a princess who flees her structured
life for a wild fling in Rome.

“She has the courage to
take arisk,” Taylor says, “but
she also knows she has to go
back to her duty.”

Taylor likes hanging
out with friends, travel, and
monthly trips to Waco to visit
her mother—whom she calls her
ITE best friend. Otherwise, she’s

contentliving with her two
rescues (atransgender Chihua-
hua and aterrier mix) and the
occasional evening at Eddie V’s
for some old-school service and
live jazz. Of course, she’salsoa
big Madonna fan, as her tastes
in music reflect her numerous
talents.
—Marene Gustin
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1135 Heights Blvd - Houston TX 77008
2039 W 14th-1/2 St - $399,000

(713) 875-7050 - (5]2) 720-8290 Beautiful freestanding home,nestled in a private gated culdesac neighborhood in the
heart of The Heights. 3 beds, 3.5 baths, 2520 sqft.

.@GraciousHomesandLiving - KarenDerrRealtors.com
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]
MEDICAL | RESEARCH | DENTAL | PHARMACY | VISION SHOPPING

& SERVICES

BEST ASTROLOGER
Lilly Roddy
Finalists: Kevin Casey, Bill 0'Rourke

BEST COPY/PRINT SHOP

Copy.com
° Finalist: AlphaGraphics Sugar Land

BEST GROCERY STORE
Primary Medical Care Home H-E-B Grocery

Finalists: Kroger, Trader Joe's

BEST JEWELRY STORE

ARE YOU (PREPJARED? | | eresumievsrs

Finalist: Select Jewelers

Find out ifPreP BEST LIQUOR STORE

7 / Spec’s Wines, Spirits & Finer Foods
' rzghtfor you. Finalist: Total Wine & More

BEST MEN'’S CLOTHING STORE
Hyphen Boutique
Finalist: Macy's

BEST PLACE TO BUY CELLULAR PHONES
T-Mobile
Finalists: Sprint, Verizon

BEST PLACE TO BUY EROTIC PLAYTHINGS
Houston Eagle

Finalists: Adam & Eve, Executive Adult Video Theater,
Hollywood Super Center

BEST PLACE TO BUY EYEWEAR

Eye Gallery

Finalists: Eye Contact, Eye to Eye, Montrose Eye Care,
Spectacles, Warby Parker

For More Information About Treat

713.778.1300 . OFFE

- PSYNERGY

Psychological Associaes

CHANGE YOUR MIND AND CHANGE YOUR LIFE. BEST SPECIALTY FOOD STORE

Phoenicia Specialty Foods
Finalist: H-E-B/Central Market

BEST CREATIVE AGENCY

Mad Hat Maven Creative
Finalists: Like Minds Communications,
Public Content

1712 Sunset Blvd. Houston, TX 77005
713.724.7050 www.psynergypsych.com
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AWARD-WINNING EXPERTS IN
HOUSTON REAL ESTATE.

WE ARE ENGEL & VOLKERS HOUSTON.

At Engel & Volkers Houston our passion is exceeding client expectations, so it's only natural we align ourselves with
exceptional real estate professionals to serve clients across the globe. It's why we don't simply have agents, but rather,

trusted advisors to guide clients through their home journey with precise knowledge, and distinguished care.

Engel & Volkers Houston
309 Gray Street - Suite 108 - Houston - TX - 77002 - 713-522-7474
Learn more at houston.evrealestate.com

ENGEL&VOLKERS
—— PRIVATE OFFICE —
Brooks BALLARD


http:// houston.evrealestate.com

avid Alcorta’s parents
told him he had to
have areal job to fall
back on, so the Laredo
native got a degree and
went into accounting.
“I'worked as an accountant for years
before becoming a baker,” he says. The
last eight years he worked for a non-
profitin Laredo before following his
passion and moving to Houston in 2007
to attend the Art Institute of Houston,
where he graduated from the Baking
& Pastry program. Six years ago, he
opened his own company, David Alcorta
Catering, and today the 47-year-old
is one of the most sought-after cater-
ers and specialty cake bakers in the
city. His wedding, quinceanera, and
birthday cakes are drool-worthy fantasy
creations that are Instagram-ready. He
is amaster of frosting and fondant who
can create everything from whimsical
cartoon cakes to gorgeous multi-tiered
masterpieces. (He can even make cakes
thatlook like meat and mashed pota-
toes!) And speaking of menu favorites,

Alcortaalso caters all manner of big

and small parties and events, supplying C o M PA s S I o N AT E
food, managers, servers, bartenders, and

bussers. Planning every little detail of

these events is his passion. C AT E R I N G

“Idoalot of custom menus,” he adds.
“I can make whatever they want. I have

alot of repeat business, so I try to give David Alcorta takes care of every

them something different every time. But . . .
sometimes they really want something last detail while event planning.
they’ve had before, so I'll always make
their favorites, too.

“My husband says I'm so successful
because I stress out so much,” Alcorta
laughs. “But when I get going, I make lists Felderhoff—and he didn’t

WEDDINGS

dent this school year. “He’s

soit’s all on paper and out of my head.” even cater their wedding. our son until the end of the
And when it comes time to bake, “Unless I bring something school year,” Alcorta says.
h? relaxes b.y going: tc? his comme.rcial home“from x.zvork,” Alc”orta We d d | n g C a ke B 3 ke ry ‘.‘As for. t’he catering .
kitchen at five or six in the morning and says, “we will eat out.” They business, it’s very competi-
slipping on headphones. “Listening to much prefer to dine at . tive,” he notes. “But Hous-
music and baking when I'm all alone in Houston’s Mexican res- Best Weddmg/ tonis abig and diverse city.
the }{itche'n isveryrelaxing,” he says. taurants. “He’s Ar'lglo, but Event C ateri n g Firm There’s' ro'om for all of us.”
Besides his desserts, he alsoplanstheen-  we both love Mexican food, Satisfied customers

tire menu, from crab-stuffed mushrooms  especially beef fajitas. We are Alcorta’s favorite thing

to chicken cordon bleu and pretty much also like pizzal!” about his work. “Just seeing

anything in between. The couple has a puppy dog, butno children  their faces when they see my creations is worth
But Alcortararely cooks athome of their own, although they are hosting an all the work!” he says. “And then when they

for his husband of seven years, Craig 18-year-old Hungarian foreign-exchange stu- taste it, oh boy!” - Marene Gustin -
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Cyber One Solutions

Ashkan Images
Finalist: Sebastian Gutierrez

Out Of The Closet
Finalists: Blue Bird Circle, Retropolis

Nordstrom
Finalists: Neiman Marcus, Tootsie’s

I
WEDDINGS
& EVENTS

BEST PLACE TO POP THE QUESTION
Gerald D. Hines Waterwall Park
Finalist: McGovern Centennial Gardens

BEST PLACE TO RENT/ BUY FORMAL WEAR
Al’'s Formal Wear

BEST WEDDING OFFICIANT
Johnny Peden

Finalists: Judge Kelli Johnson,
Silverbell Weddings

BEST WEDDING CAKE BAKERY
David Alcorta Catering

& Custom Bakery

Finalists: Acadian Bakery,

Dessert Gallery, Who Made The Cake!

BEST WEDDING/EVENT

CATERING FIRM

David Alcorta Catering

Finalists: Chefboyardaddy Catering,

Devour Houston Catering, Jim Benton Catering

BEST WEDDING/EVENT DJ
Darker Side DJs & Karaoke
Finalists: B&B Entertainment, D) Krazzy Kris

Rexberry Luxury Events

BEST WEDDING/ EVENT FLORIST
Rexberry Luxury Events
Finalists: DeMartino Design,

Floral Events, Ronnie Siebert

RE-ELECT X DEMOCRAT

STATE SENATE

Voted One of
the Favorite Male
Local Politician

Dean of the Texas Senate
John Whitmire
Together Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow.
Thank you for your support.

"” - Pol. adv. paid by the John Whitmire Campaign

Consulting
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COMMUNITY

A QUEER LEAGUE

OF THEIR OWN

MSLA hits a homer with local sports fans.

ircling the bases for
its 40th anniversary,
Montrose Softball
League Association
(MSLA) is equal parts
sports, social activities, and philan-
thropy—awinning combination that
hasmade them thisyear’s Gayest &
Gayest Favorite LGBTQ Sports Group.

MSLA is dedicated to the promo-
tion of amateur softball for anyone who
is age 18 and older, regardless of race,
creed, religion, sex, or national origin,
with special emphasis placed on the
participation of Greater Houston’s
LGBTQ community.

The organization’s more than 30
teams and 750 players meet for two
seasons each year. The fall season runs
five weeks while the spring season
lasts eleven weeks, and both seasons
have a place for players of all skill lev-
els. No one gets turned down.

“We have recruitment days twice
ayear. New players come out, and we
host some drills, learn their skills,
and then we find a good fit for them in
the organization,” said Corbin Strong,
MSLA public-relations coordinator.

With four divisions, there’s plenty
of room for players to find a place to
play ball.

As amember of the North Ameri-
can Gay Amateur Athletic Alliance,
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the league is invited to send select teams to the
yearly Gay Softball World Series. MSLA teams
have won four championships so far, and it
provides a constant incentive to keep practicing
and improving each year in hopes of winning
another title.

MSLA’s goal is to provide a sports outlet
for individuals to meet and interact with like-
minded people in the spirit of friendly competi-
tion, in an environment that promotes good
health and fitness. And beyond that, the league
is a good way to make friends.

“We're all family. You form a tight bond
with your teammates. Although we're all under
the same sports organization, each team has
its own camaraderie. It’s a great social activ-
ity,” Strong said.

He added that the organization depends on
sponsorships, and many gay bars have become
sponsors. As away of continuing that support-
ive relationship, the teams host weekly events
at sponsoring bars to bring business back to
the vendors. It’s also a good way for members to
socialize after each game day.

Through all the fun, MSLA doesn’t forget
the organization’s core value of giving back
tothe community. MSLA created the Jerry
Award (named after founding members Jerry
Chaffin, Jerry DeSale, and
Jerry Kauffman) to spotlight
members who have provided
outstanding service over the
course of several years, and
contributed greatly to the

FAVORITE
LGBTQ

Sports Club
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growth and success of the league. Strong
describes it as the Hall of Fame for the orga-
nization, and it stands as the highest honor
bestowed on its members.

MSLA also hosts highly anticipated annual
events to raise money for charity partners,
including Jocks in Dresses, the Miss MSLA
Pageant, and the Lone Star Classic. The first
two have a festive drag motif, and the latterisa
softball tournament.

MSLA raises approximately $20,000 each
year, and this year’s recipients are the UH
LGBTQAlumni Association, Child Advocates,
Adopt A Rescued Friend, Inc., and the Mon-
trose Center. The organization is currently ac-
cepting applications for next season’s donation
recipients, which will be announced in March.

From swinging for the fences toringing
in money for the community, MSLA has hita
home run with Houston’s queer
athletes.

For more information or
to get involved with Montrose
Softball League Association,
visit houstonmsla.org.

- Sam Byrd
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WEDDINGS & EVENTS

BEST WEDDING/EVENT LIVE MUSIC/
STRING QUARTETS & BANDS
Harmony Strings

BEST WEDDING/EVENT PHOTOGRAPHER
Yvonne Tran-Feece

Finalists: D Jones Photography,

Dalton Dehart, Lozano Studios

BEST WEDDING/EVENT PLANNER
Lauren Burnham/EventSmith
Finalists: Elias Events,

Rexberry Luxury Weddings

BEST WEDDING/EVENT VENUE

Crystal Ballroom at The Rice

Finalists: 1940 Air Terminal Museum, Madera Estates,
The Parador, Veranda Room at the Sam Houston Hotel

BEST WEDDING/EVENT VIDEOGRAPHER
J&D Productions
Finalist: Lozano Studios

]
TRAVEL &
VACATIONS

BEST AIRLINE
Southwest Airlines
Finalists: Spirit Airlines, United Airlines

BEST HONEYMOON DESTINATION
Puerto Vallarta
Finalist: Paris

BEST LGBT CRUISE OR TOUR COMPANY
Aquafest Cruises
Finalists: Concierge Travel, Segway Nation Tours Houston

BEST LGBTQ TRAVEL DESTINATION
New Orleans
Finalists: Provincetown, Puerto Vallarta

BEST LOCAL HOTEL

Houston Marriott South

Finalists: Hotel ZaZa,

Le Méridien Downtown, Sam Houston Hotel

BEST LOCAL LGBTQ TRAVEL AGENCY
Concierge Travel
Finalists: Aquafest Cruises, Bear & Squirrel Adventures

BEST LOCAL TRANSPORTATION
Uber
Finalists: Houston BCycle, Lyft

PLAN WISELY.
YOU WON'T GET
A DO-OVER.

A successful retirement in the future can
often depend on having a solid plan now.
If your money isn't working as hard as you
are, it may be time to act—there are no

do-overs in retirement planning. Now is
the time to consider developing a strategy
that can help you work toward your
financial goals. | specialize in providing
comprehensive, objective financial
guidance with the goal of maximizing
every remaining moment of the
retirement countdown.

Call today fo learn more
or fo schedule a consultation.

MIDTOWN FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC.
Grace S. Yung, CFP®

Managing Director | Wealth Advisor
3355 W. Alabama St., Ste. 180
Houston, TX77098

713-355-9833 Direct
1-855-464-3869 Toll Free
grace.yung@Ipl.com
www.midtownfg.com

Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial, a

Registered Investment Advisor, Member FINRA/ SIPC.

MIDTOWN
FINANCIAL

i)

Morningside
Architects

® 713.529.2630

www.morningsidearchitects.com
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360 ‘121, HOUSTON HEALTH
AVENUE — & .III. DEPARTMENT

HEALTH & WELLNESS

TUESDAY
OCT. 22,6 -9 pm
ReBar, 202 Tuam St.

Cash bar and complimentary hors d’oeuvres
by DAVID ALCORTA CATERING

geen



New Construction, Renovations,
Weekly Maintenance & Repairs

T HETHER YOU WANT
SOMETHING SIMPLE OR EXOTIC

We have the talent and experience
to achieve your design and budget!

\ /
Vv
VENTURE

POOL COMPANY

Family Owned & Operated since 1999

713.462.0762 | venturepoolco.com

*
\}}F

» -
Don’t let yourself get

bogged down with taxes,
Leave your troubles at my door!!
5 . -

+ 20+ Years Experience « Preparation of Financial Statements to third parties
« Monthly & Quarterly Payroll Tax Returns - General Ledger packages—~Quick Books, etc.

- Local & State Government Filing « My office or yours!

« Arbitration with IRS « Proud member of EPAH

*

B8 Gary M.Gritz,cra
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

Specializing in Personal & Business Accounting Services
Call (713) 784-3030

230 Westcott, Suite 210 - Houston, Texas 77019
WWW.GARYMGRITZPC.COM « GGYANKSSS@AOL.COM

Greatest /
\" +2019+ . 24

Best Accounting and
Bookkeeping Service

MILLER (11

OUTDOOR j
THEATRE ! outdoortheatre.c : n

IN HERMANN PARK

The best
music,
dance,

theater
and more.
AND,
ALWAYS
FREE.

. obleRlce
—~ FEAUANG
PHILLIP
FORTENBERRY

NOV. 8, 7 PM

000

BEG

& ASSOCIATES

High Quality

Compassionate Care

Access to Providers via
Cell Phone 24/7

Christine Barry F. Alexis

Wysong Gritz, M.D. Williams
APRN, Psychiatrist APRN,
PMHNP, BC Diplomate of the American Board PMHNP, BC

of Psychiatry and Neurology

230 Westcott, Suite 210,
Houston, Texas 77007

713.869.7400

= Saturday Hours

+ Male or Female Providers Available
= Centrally Located Office

= Appointments Readily Available
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CONGRATULATIONS TO
THE MONTROSE CENTER

The Law Harrington Senior
Living Center will serve
thousdands in need. AARP in
Houston, like The Montrose
Center, is committed to creating
a new vision for aging—

one complete with diverse
stories and innovative ways
for everyone to pursue their
passions—equally, openly and
proudly.

I RI E Learn more at AARP Real
- Possibilities

|S age aarp.org/pride. Houston

Voted One
of the Best
Jewelry Store
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Making sure we have all the
pieces of the puzzle for your
pet’s complete care.
Prevention is

Additional

L ALWAYS the

pet's profile

hest medicine!

Now through end of November,
West Alabama Animal Clinic is
offering our Senior Wellness Package.
All at a saving of more than $200+

Danielle Rosser, DVM _
Voted Best Female Veterinarian [’
by Outsmart Readers 2007-19

2030 W. Alabama

Please call or text today

to make an appointment.
713.528.0818
www.WestAlabamaAnimalClinic.com

EMPLOYEE RELOCATION SERVICES
EMPLOYEE GLOBAL MOBILITY
DESTINATION SERVICES
SETTLING-IN SERVICES
CONCIERGE SERVICES

HOME SALE ASSISTANCE
RELOCATION GROUP

TEMPORARY HOUSING
VISA / IMMIGRATION
CONCIERGE SERVICES

HOUSTON: +1 (713) 344-0035
MEXICO CITY: +52 (55) 4170 3939
WWW.MERELOCATION.COM
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COMMUNITY

Photos by
DALTON DEHART and EDGARDO AGUILAR

AHF President Michael Weinstein and Director
Bret Camp were in Houston for the grand
opening and ribbon-cutting for the newest Out
of the Closet Thrift Store on August 24. Pictured
are the AHF owner and staff.

On August 24, Neon Boots Dancehall & Saloon
celebrated their sixth anniversary. Pictured

are Ron McLeroy, Debbie Storrs, Jim Gerhold,
Fernando Garcia, and Jim Daily.

HOUSTON J Y

ki

On August 31, the IBL Billiards League
celebrated their 25th anniversary at Ripcord.
Pictured are Mark Sherron, Gilbert Vargas,
Janie Anders, Corey Collins, and Richard Chew.

On September 1, Neon Boots was the host for
Daddy Dan Dowden'’s Dynamic Dog Days of
Summer Extravaganza. Pictured are (standing)
Jim Gerhold, Aurora Briar, Viola Degradable
Dion Debris, David Barron, Michael Clayton,
Domenic Cusano, Angela Mercy, Bobby
Birchmire, (seated) Richard Watson, Ann
Struve Tuttle, Shannon Olsteen, and Don Gill.
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by MICKEY KAPOOR of Khyber North Indian Gril

HAPPY HOUR
Tues. - Fri. 5-7pm

SUNDAY BRUNCH
Tlam - 2:30pm

mart ., \Voted
\ & best Indian by
' OSM Readers!

516 Westheimer ¢ 713.524.2170 ¢ indikausa.com

dessert gallery

BAKERY & CAFE

L OutxS

Houston's LGAT Modia Choice Since 1994 -
e i, '

53600 KIRBY DRIVE
713.522.9999

COMMUNITY

Photos by
DALTON DEHART and EDGARDO AGUILAR

On August 31, the IBL Billiards League
celebrated their 25th anniversary at Ripcord.
Pictured IBL members and guests.

On September 3, OutSmarT Gayest & Greatest
Favorite TV Personality winner Ernie Manouse
celebrated his birthday at Niko Niko's.
Pictured are his mother, Adele Manouse,
Ernie, and Jerry Jaggers.

The Greater Houston LGBT Chamber of
Commerce held an education series event on
September 5, sponsored and hosted by Amegy
Bank. Pictured are Jill Maxwell, Robert Hahn,
Tressa Sagullo, Craig Wessels, Tammi Wallace,
Clay Melder, Patria Wortham, Ryan Bates, and
speaker Tom Jackobs.

On September 11, the Bayou Blue Democrats
met with Harris County Judge Lina Hidalgo at
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church. Pictured are
(back) Greg Fleischaker, Rob Hallenbeck, (front)
Rufi Natarajan, Lina Hidalgo, Aliza Geretz, Ingrid
Bond, and David Feldwisch.
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Texas' only Forbes Five-Star spa invites you to indulge in a world of unparalleled wellness,
where transformative healing is at the heart of each lavish treatment. Inspired by the diverse
international heritage of Houston and the ceremonial anti-aging rituals of ancient cultures, our
ethos follows a holistic approach to authentic well-being and lasting beauty using the latest
innovations in skincare techniques.

Embark on a sensory journey.
HOTEL AT UPTOWN HOUSTON
For reservations please call 346.227.5142.

1600 WEST LOOP SOUTH | HOUSTON, TEXAS 77027 | 844.386.1600 | THEPOSTOAK.COM IHE1(©

TOYOTA WORLD ».

ot buying fy,;
ALL-NEW Thank You

COMPLETELY REDESIGNED (Ol RO

One of the Best
2019 TOYOTA RAV4 LE Auto Dealerships!

Experience the many reasons people

choose Fred Haas Toyota World.
LA 525%?0"4‘32‘1?05.1 & Our state-of-the-art facility offers customers a unique blend of

e comfort and amenities combined with an extensive inventory
= 'I Sm . of over 3,700 new and pre-owned vehicles.
=% R 9 » | TFSCASH' ] b
JUST MINUTES FROM DOWNTOWNI Vehicle must be purchased from the listed dealer only. Promotion subject to change and/or termination at any time without notice. (1) Offers mutually exclusive;

with approved credit. Based on 36 month closed-end lease with approved credit; $0 security, 12k miles/year with $.15 per mile overage; Early termination fees
may apply; $2,999 due at signing excludes TTL, insurance & $150 dealer fee and includes $2,740 down payment & 1st month’s payment of $259 with approved
credit. $0 security; Model 4430, Stock KD009018, MSRP $26,860, $24,042 Net Capitalized cost; $9,684 total monthly payments; Residual $16,633. $1,250
TFS CASH toward down payment on a new 2019 RAV4, TFS CASH is not available with SPeciaI APR or Lease oers. Must finance through TFS and must be used
° ° for down payment on a new 2019 RAV4 with approved credit, not all will qualify and va

id only with standard APR rates. Claim based on Total Retail Sales
volume per GST 2003-2018 and Total Dealer Stock volume per GST 2006-2018 for Fred Haas Toyota World. See dealer for details.
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'BUILDING IN
MID-TOWN, HEIGHTS,

GARDEN OAKS, & GALLERIA

Single - family home
with balcony and
backyards

2 and 3 story homes

Chef's Kitchen with
double sided cabinet
prep-island

$318.990

Voted Best
Home Builder

WWW.COLINAHOMES.COM/INNER-CITY-1

Inner City Living | (281) 410-2776
innercityliving@colinahomes.com
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COMMUNITY

Photos by
DALTON DEHART and EDGARDO AGUILAR

Pearl Bar hosted an OutSmarT magazine signing
party on September 11 for the September Drag
Kings cover. Pictured (I to r) are Adriana Larue,
Ryder Moore, La'Darius Jackson, Richard Long,
Nyx Laraye, Hugh Dandy, and lan Syder-Blake.

On September 12, supporters of the Demo-
cratic candidates gathered at several locations
around Houston to watch the Democratic
Presidential Debates.

1 R S@? E

The Houston Tejano Democrats held their
endorsement meeting for the 2019 November
elections on September 14 at the IBEW Local
176 Union Hall. Pictured are the endorsed
candidates and organization members.

On September 17, EPAH held its monthly
dinner meeting at Urban Eats. Pictured are
Roy Alvarez Jr, Cindy Cuellar, Jack Berger, Levi
Rollins, and James Spear.
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GORDON E. CROFOOT MD PA

0\9 READgQ\?
~ OutvSmart
¢ jau IJ( L

L L“L
o _Lib

o
lcg awWP®

Over 30 years of excellence.

Thank you Houston for voting us

Houston’s only LGBTQ+ focused health center.

Primary Care | HIV Treatment | Transgender Specialty Care | PrEP | Research | 713.526.0005
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midtownhouston.com

‘midtown
HOUSTON

M. Sandra Scurria, MD

Same/next day on-time appointments 4

« General family medicine « 24/7 telephone access

Voted Best | o Qver 30 years in practice *Membership fee required
Female Physician

281-661-5901 MDVIP

6565 West Loop South at Bellaire Blvd., Suite 300

« Women's health « Board certified family practice

CHAMPION COUNSELING

YVONNE CHAMPION
LCSW,CGP
PSYCHOTHERAPIST

Couples/
Relationship
Counseling
Online Video
Therapy
Individuals,
Couples, Groups

832.654.5168
3131 Eastside,
Suite 435
Houston, TX
77098
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SUPREME COURT CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19

financing in elections. Most relevant here, of
course, is thatin 2003, the Supreme Courtin
Lawrencev. Texas, reversed its 1986 ruling in
Bowers v. Hardwick which had upheld state
bans on same-sex sexual relations.

Complications and Consequences
Relatively speaking, the Supreme Court moves
slowly and prefers to leave the driving to Con-
gress. It took 17 years for the Supreme Court to
acknowledge that Hardwick was “not correct”
and strike down sodomy laws with Lawrence.
It took 17 years for the court to strike down the
federal Defense of Marriage Act after it was
enacted. And it took 43 years for the high court
torectify its dismissal of a marriage-equality
case in 1972 by striking down state bans on
same-sex marriage in 2015.

But while this very large and slow-moving
judiciary seemed to complete a full turn to-
wards LGBTQ equality in 2015’s decision in
Obergefell v. Hodges, aheadwind seemed to de-
velop last year with the Masterpiece Cakeshop
decision. The majority sent the case back to
Colorado, saying the state’s human rights com-
mission had expressed “hostility” toward the
religious beliefs expressed by a wedding cake
baker who refused to make a wedding cake for a
gay couple. Some LGBTQ activists felt that gave
“dangerous encouragement” to business own-
ers who might want to circumvent laws prohib-
iting sexual orientation discrimination simply
by claiming religious motivation. Similar cases
have since multiplied and will, no doubt, be
before the Supreme Court soon.

But the consequences of aruling about
Title VII and sexual orientation and transgen-
der status are even greater. Currently, only 21
states and the District of Columbia prohibit
both sexual orientation and transgender dis-
crimination in the workplace.

“If we win,” explained Davidson, “all
LGBTQpeople will be protected no matter
where they live.”

Avictory would “also be aresounding
confirmatory statement that anti-LGBTQ
discrimination is wrong,” said Pizer.

“It’s impossible to overstate the amelio-
rative influence of such statements,” she
said. “Witness the profound changes in
social attitudes post-marriage equality.”

But there’s an equally enormous
consequence and message if the LGBTQ
community loses.

“If we lose either the sexual orientation
cases or the gender identity/transgender status
case,” said Pizer, “the consequences will be
intensely dire in multiple ways. There will
be a message that it’s perfectly legal to fire or
refuse to hire [or] otherwise to abuse LGBTQ
people at work.”

© 2019 Keen News Service. All rights reserved.
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Diversity is a source

of our energy.

“\_[\, -\"»~»~"t;,l~“‘;,£,,‘/ T G GRen, [SlNls t:"Jv\, MClS D
worplace farour LGBTG coloagues and thalr familes
After all the formuls Tor an innovetive warkplace is diversity
Thanlk vou for voting ExxonMobil PRIDE as the winner of
Rest Houston Corporate LGBTO Diversisy Groud

ExxonMobil

Energy lives hare

PEARL BAR VOTED BEST WOMEN'S BAR

6 YEARS IN AROW
WE'  YOU!

4216 WASHINGTONAVE = @PEARLBARHOUSTON

(W) CHICAGO TITLE MEMORIAL

Your Residential and Commercial Closers

Please note we have moved to our new space:

10100 Katy Freeway, Suite 110 - Houston, Texas 77043

Bob Collier Mary Chapman Cantu Barbara W. Robinson Noel Phillips
V/P, Branch Manager VP, Closing Attorney Sr. Escrow Officer VP, Area Manager for Inner
Sr. Escrow Officer Sr. Escrow Officer Loop/Galleria/Memorial

Sr. Escrow Officer

713.465.1663
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Vote-a One of
the Best Domestic
Dealership

BEN WEBSTER

Sales Consultant

LET ME MAKE YOUR NEW

OR USED CAR PURCHASE
FAST, EASY AND FABULOUS!

:‘
‘PKNAPP

CHEVROLET

815 Houston Ave.
Houston, TX 77007
M: 979.533.4363
0: 713.228.4311 ext. 202

The Log Cabin Republicans of Houston voted to proudly support the
following candidates for the City of Houston elections November 5, 2019.

LOG CABIN
A REPUBLICANS

_ OF HOUSTON
Mayor: At Large Position 3: District A: Amy Peck
Bill King Michael Kubosh District C:
At Large Position 1: At Large Position 4: Both Greg Meyers &
Mike Knox Anthony Dolcefino Daphne Scarbrough
At Large Position 2: At Large Position 5: District G:
Emily DeToto Sonia Rivera Greg Travis

The candidates above were determined to be those
most able to lead our city in a better direction, and re-
flective of the values of the members of the Log Cabin
Republicans of Houston, although many in several races
were found to be candidates that the Log Cabin Republicans
of Houston could support.

The Log Cabin Republicans of Houston conducted a trans-
parent, impartial endorsement process with questions and
interviews open to any candidate. The majority of candidates
in the races above responded, including the leading candi-

dates for mayor. No funds nor group paid member-
ships were accepted from any candidate during the
months-long vetting process, nor were any offered or
promised.

The Log Cabin Republicans of Houston strives to
be an advocate for legal and political equality
for all Houstonians, regardless of sexual orien-
tation, gender identity, or status, under the frame-
work of the conservative principles of limited govern-
ment, individual liberty, and personal responsibility.

For more information,
visit www.logcabinhouston.org , or email houstonlcr@aol.com
Paid for by Jim Bartley & Leslie May
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Unapologetically Trans | CONTINUED FROM PAGE 38

Inthe Zarda case, the late Donald Zarda
filed suit against Altitude Express after the
skydiving instructor was terminated by
them in 2010 for being gay. Zarda died a few
years later as the result of a BASE jumping
accident in Switzerland, and his family
elected to continue pursuing justice for him
inthis case.

Gerald Bostock filed suit against Clayton
County after he was terminated from his man-
agement job by Clayton County in 2013 after
he revealed to coworkers that he’d joined a gay
softball league.

The ACLU is also arguing the third trans-
specific case, Harris Funeral Homes v. EEOC,
which will determine whether anti-trans
discrimination is a form of sex discrimination.
Aimee Stephens was fired by a Detroit-area
funeral home she worked at in 2014 after
informing her employer she was beginning her
transition.

The Sixth Circuit already has favorable
case law from multiple trans-discrimination
cases that buttress the argument that anti-
trans discrimination is a form of sex dis-
crimination. The funeral home and the Trump
administration are arguing otherwise.

Gee, why am I not surprised about that
revolting development?

While all these cases are being argued on
the basis of whether Title VII applies to anti-
TBLGQdiscrimination, these landmark cases
will affect all federal laws banning discrimi-
nation on the basis of sex, including Title X of
the Education Amendments of 1972 and the
Fair Housing Act.

If we get an adverse ruling in these cases,
itwon’t just negatively affect the TBLGQ+
community. If you are a cis hetero person who
is perceived to be a member of our community,
youwill also be at risk for job termination,
so you may wish to stand with us to see that
justice is done.

I'm also concerned that with conservative
justices Gorsuch and Kavanaugh on the court,
these cases won’t be decided in our favor. Then
again, they could shock me and it could go our
way with a 5-4 decision.

We’ll find out for certain at the end of the
SCOTUS 2019-2020 term in June, when we
will either be celebrating alandmark win or
alegal setback that will greatly prolong our
civil-rights battle. No matter which way these
cases go, they will undoubtedly be a hot issue
during the 2020 elections.

I’'m hoping and praying for another land-
mark win.

Monica Roberts, a native Houstonian, is the
founding editor of the GLAAD award-winning
blog TransGriot. Her ongoing mission is to edu-
cate people on the lives of transgender people
and fight for everyone’s human rights.
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WE BELIEVE THAT FAMILIES, LIKE
BABIES, COME IN ALL SHAPES

AND SIZES.

Everybody deserves to have
their dream of starting a family
come true. We're proud

to help.

Contact us to learn more:

713.512.7900

aspirefertility.com

Inspiring hope.
Building beautiful families.

aspire

FERTILITY
The Prelude Network

MEDICAL CENTER
7515 S. Main Street
Suite 500

Houston, TX, 77030

THE WOMAN'S
HOSPITAL OF TEXAS
7900 Fannin Street
Suite 2700
Houston, TX 77054

CLEAR LAKE

450 Medical Center
Boulevard

Suite 410

Webster, TX 77598

KATY

23960 Katy Freeway
Suite 280

Katy, TX 77494

SUGAR LAND

7616 Branford Place
Suite 310

Sugar Land, TX 77479

WILLOWBROOK
13215 Dotson Road
Suite 180

Houston, TX 77070

Voted Best
Fertility Clinic




Serving our
Community in
a Safe & Caring

Environment.
DENIS“WOODJA”
FLANIGAN, PH. D.
ANTHONY Licensed psychologist
SHDBG i Psychotherapy, Career Counselin
%stdt:rpzerzlgpoer, ! Individua)ll,’& Relationship &
& Co-Owner

Counseling

Voted Best
Psychologist

2011-2019

OutSmart Readers’
Choice Awards

Specializing in individuals,
couples, & family relational
issues to regain your
direction, sense of meaning,
and your happiness.

the Best for
Male Hairstylist

2211 Norfolk St., Suite 206, Houston, TX 77098
BOOK NOW! www.Houston-Psychologist.com | 713-589-9804

Formental health news, and information, you can follow me at
719 W. Gray St. | 713.521.0500 | GreenAppleSalons.com

www facebook.com/Flanigan.psychotherapy

IF YOU HAVE ONLY ONE SMILE IN YOU,
GIVE IT TO THE PEOPLE YOU LOVE.

Maya Angelou

SMILES

LGBTQ REAL ESTATE

Assist with buying & selling property, homeowner association
disputes, joint ownership agreements, break-up and divorce property
division, landlord-tenant issues, litigation, and estate planning.

1722 W Alabama Street, Houston, TX 77098
713.592.9300 | lifesmiles.us
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NOVEMBER ELEGTIONS

SIX LGBTQ HOUSTON CITY COUNCIL CANDIDATES
VIE TO REPRESENT THEIR COMMUNITIES.

ith the November municipal elections right around the corner, it is important to

know where the candidates stand on the issues that matter to us most. Fortunately

for LGBTQ Houstonians, there is an array of contenders who understand our

diverse LGBTQ communities—people of all races, ethnicities, sexual orientations,
gender identities, ages, places of origin, and more. In thislatest edition of OuTSmaRT’s Out for
Change series, we introduce you to six openly queer candidates vying for Houston City Council
positions for the first time: Isabelle “Texas” Longoria, the talented millennial running to
represent District H; Ashton P. Woods, cofounder of Black Lives Matter Houston; high-profile
Realtor Bill Baldwin; Nelvin Adriatico, a native of the Philippines who vows to advocate for
marginalized communities; Nick Hellyar, who has garnered support from prominent political
figures; and finally, longtime LGBTQ activist Shelley Kennedy.

meesssssssssss DON'T FORGET ms—

This year's voter-registration deadline is Monday, October 7.
You can vote early at any polling location October 23-November 2,
or at your neighborhood polling location on Election Day, November 5.

OutSmartMagazinecom | OCTOBER2019 115


http:// outsmartmagazine.com 

NOVEMBER ELEGTIONS

Superwoman
of District C

Shelley Kennedy is the LGBTQ hero
running for Houston City Council.

By MARENE GUSTIN

oumight call Shelley Kennedy,
61, the Superwoman of District
C, the central-Houston district
she’s running to represent on City
Council this year. Last year, she
received a heroism proclamation
from the mayor after she pulled
acrashvictim from aburning car. And after
Hurricane Harvey, she helped a nonprofit
rebuild a family’s home and life.

She also describes herself as an acciden-
tal activist. “I don’t know if it was my church
upbringing,” she says, “but I always wanted to
help people. As ateen, I dressed up as a clown—
before clowns were mass-murderers—and
went to alow-income housing project to hand
out candy and talk to families about going to
church.” But it was in the ’°90s when she really
became active.

“Ilost so many friends to AIDS in the ’80s
and’90s,” Kennedy says. “I witnessed first-
hand how homophobia made the crisis worse. I
feltlike I had to do something.”

She attended the March on Washington for
Lesbian, Gay, and Bi Equal Rights and Libera-
tion in 1993, along with almost one million
other protesters. After returning home, she
helped put together the first Houston Black Tie
Dinner that raised funds for AIDS Foundation
Houston and several other LGBTQ nonprofits.
She served two terms on the Human Rights
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Campaign (HRC) Board of Governors, working
to build a coalition of support to convince HRC
that transgender individuals should be ac-
knowledged and included under the protective
umbrella of the organization.

“After that,” Kennedy says, “people saw
Iwas afundraiser. Everyone started asking
me to be on boards and work on party politics.
Whenyou are in that leadership level and
you’re out, you can change people’s minds
about who we are.”

Shelley is married to Debra Denny. They
have four children and six grandchildren that
they love spending time with doing outdoor
activities. Kennedy is also an avid cyclist
who enjoys participating in the annual Texas
MS150 event.

Her résumé of activism and work with
the local and state Democratic Party (includ-
ing the state party’s executive committee) is
lengthy and well-known. But she surprised
even herself when she decided to run for public
office.

“I'mrunning because I couldn’t wait any
more,” Kennedy says. “Some are using Council
seats as a stepping-stone to run for higher
office. Not me. I want to give back to Houston,
to my neighborhood. I want to stop the racism,
the transgender murders, and help the home-
less and veterans.”

District Cis one of 16 Council seats in
Houston, and is an open race without an
incumbent this year, making it attractive to
candidates. At press time, 13 candidates had
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filed for the seat. The election is November 5,
with alikely runoff set for December 14.

But Kennedy isn’t daunted. “I've been
working in the neighborhood for so long,” she
says. “I know so many people and so many
organizations, from Democrats to veterans and
LGBTQgroups.”

Former mayor Annise Parker is among
those who have endorsed Kennedy’s run. “I am
proud to endorse Shelley Kennedy for Houston
City Council District C. I know firsthand Shel-
ley’s commitment to equality and improving
the lives of all Houstonians. She has along
record of service to the city, and has worked
for causes and communities throughout the
area. Integrity and experience matter on City
Council,” Parker notes.

The Victory Fund also endorsed Kennedy’s
campaign in September.

A self-described policy and budget geek,
Kennedy has abroad and well-researched
list of issues for District C—everything from
flooding and development to traffic, homeless-
ness, and stray animals. She wants to have
acommittee of neighborhood ambassadors
who can speak to issues facing each area of the
district, as well as an open-door policy at her

Shelley Kennedy (left) with former Houston
mayor Annise Parker. Parker is among those
who have endorsed Kennedy's run.

office. (She even lists her personal cell phone
on her campaign website, and encourages
people to contact her)) She is currently serving
asecond term on the Independent Police Over-
sight Board, appointed by Mayor Turner.

“I believe there are two heavy lifts facing
our community, and the next council member

needs to be able to fight to get them done,”
Kennedy says. “HERO 2.0 (the second shot at

a Houston equal-rights ordinance) and adding
an LGBT Business Enterprise (LGBTBE)
designation to the City’s Office of Business
Opportunity.” She also wants to add an LGBTQ
member to every City advisory board and com-
mission.

Sheis also concerned with climate change
and Houston traffic, two things that can go
hand-in-hand.

“We need to do something about flooding
and traffic. I am part of the Make I-45 Better
Coalition,” Kennedy says, referring to the Tex-
as Department of Transportation (TxDOT)
plan to expand I-45 through downtown. “I am
not really happy about the 387 businesses that
will close, or the 4,000 individuals who will
lose their homes. Not to mention the poor air
quality for schools caused by adding up to 18
lanes of traffic within 500 feet of children and
schools. It’s time for more community involve-
ment in the planning process. TxDOTtends to
justbuild concrete. We need better.”

For more information about Shelley
Kennedy: www.shelleykennedy.org/
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Political Activist

Black Lives Matter Houston co-founder
Ashton P. Woods runs for Houston City

shton P. Woods, 34, unapologetically

describes himself as black, same-

gender loving, HIV-positive, and an

atheist. He is well-known locally as

an activist and blogger on social is-
sues, and as a co-founder of Black Lives
Matter Houston.

And now, he’s running for Houston City
Council’s At Large Position 5 seat.

“I'm afull-time activist,” he says. “And I've
done political consulting to help people I be-
lieve in get into office.” But he says he got tired
of cultivating others to run to get the things
done that he felt he could do himself. “Now I'm
just going to do it myself.”

Woods was born and raised in New Or-
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Council At Large Position 5 seat.

By MARENE GUSTIN

leans, where he came out at 14 and, with four
friends, created the first gay-straight student
alliance in New Orleans. In 2015 he came

to Houston for work, although he still lived
mostly in New Orleans.

“Then Hurricane Katrina came, and I lost
everything I owned—everything but the few
clothes T had with me in Houston,” he recalls.
That made him decide to stay in Houston full-
time and become active in the city’s politics
and social-justice efforts.

Woods is passionate about justice and
equality for all, saying, “Even if you don’t look
like me, if I see someone mess with you, I'll do
something aboutit.”

As of press time, he was facing seven op-

ponents in his citywide nonpartisan race.
This year, the mayor, controller, and all 16 City
Council seats are up for grabs. The election is
scheduled for November 5, with a runoff on De-
cember 14. The field is particularly crowded this
year, following a 2015 vote that changed council
members’ terms from three two-year terms
to two four-year terms. Previously, opponents
might wait for incumbents to be term-limited,
whereas now they are more eager to jump into a
race, even against an incumbent.

Woods’ strategy for winning is simple.
He says he’s doing everything he would tell a
client candidate to do, mostly focusing on what
politicians call GOTYV, or Get Out The Vote. That
means a ground war of knocking on —
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ASHTON P. WOODS | CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

doors and attending neighborhood events to
meet the public and encourage them to vote—
hopefullyforhim.Asanactivist,hesayshe’sused
to getting out among the people and speaking.

Woods currently has a small campaign staff
drawn mostly from the LGBTQ community.
Amonghiskeyissuesinthe campaignareequal-
ity and justice for all, public safety and security,
and healthcare.

“InNew Orleans, we say it’sthe city that care
forgot,” Woods says, referring to that city’s easy-
going, carefree attitude. “But sometimes, cities
forget to care. We can’t just rely on the county,
state, and feds for access to healthcare.” The
Houston Health Department currently focuses
on tracking diseases, birth and death records,
and outdoor air quality. It has only four health-
care clinics for a population of more than two
million. Therestofthelocal sliding-scale health
centers are run by the County, or by nonprofits
that receive some federal funding.

“We need to work with partners, within
reason,” he says, “to put City clinics in every
neighborhood to immunize children and provide
HIV and mental-health care.”

Onehot-buttonissueinthisyear’smunici-
pal election is Proposition B.In areferendum
last November, voters approved Prop. B to

‘I WILL SUPPORT ALL OF
THE PEOPLE, AND I WILL
WORK FOR THEM. BUT
[ AM STILL AN ACTIVIST
AND I WILL CONTINUE TO
BE ONE IF ELECTED.

IT WILL JUST LOOK A
LITTLE DIFFERENT”

—Ashton P. Woods

raise firefighter pay and pensions to to be
equal with police benefits. Thisyear, the issue
went back and forth through the courts and
City Council, with various proposals to fund
the firefighters’ raises without bankrupting
the City. Prop. Bisnow going through a court-
ordered mediation process.

“I supported Prop. B,” Woods says, “but I
alwaysthought there should be abudgetinplace
tofundit. The firefighters deserve theirraises.”

He also notes that the Houston Police Depart-
ment’s current Meet and Confer Agreement,
signed last year, has too many restrictions on
transparency. Currently, the firefighter’s union
hasno such contract.

He calls District K, just outside the Third
Ward, hishome, saying itreminds him of his old
neighborhood in New Orleans with its friendly,
multi-cultural flavor. He says he’s not single
(but doesn’t elaborate), and admits to being a
voraciousreader and alover of superheromovies
and gaming. And although he loves Houston’s
restaurant scene, he also likes cooking for him-
selfat home.

“Ilove New Orleans food,” Woods says.
“Nobody cooks like someone from New
Orleans. You have to use filé powder—and no
okra! There’s no okra in gumbo!”

Woods promises an open-door policy (even
for okralovers) at his City Council office. “I
will support all of the people, and I will work
for them.

“ButIam still an activist,” he emphasizes,
“and I will continue to be one if elected. It will
justlook alittle different.”

Q Formore information, visit
ashtonpwoodsforhouston.com
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The Right
Time

Bill Baldwin decided
to seize his moment and
enter the race for City
Council At Large Position 4.

By MARENE GUSTIN

ne day after the Houston GLBT
Political Caucus declined to en-
dorse a candidate in the Houston
City Council At-Large Position 4
race, Bill Baldwin, 54, announced
he would run for the seat.

“Ifthere was an overwhelming
candidate, they would have endorsed,” Baldwin
says. “I've been asked to run for office before,
but it just wasn’t the right time. I was building
my business.” He owns areal-estate company,
Boulevard Realty, that is one of the largest gay-
owned businesses in the county.

“But when Amanda Edwards jumped to the
U.S. Senate race, the council seat became open
and I thought, why not? If I wait four more
years, I'llbe 58.”

At press time, there were five candidates
inthe citywide race, and he admits there are
some very nice people running. But Baldwin
says his vision is unique. This year the mayor,
controller, and all 16 council seats are up for
grabs, with the election scheduled for Novem-
ber 5 and the runoff for December 14.

Although Baldwin calls Houston home,
he was born in Athens, Texas, and considers
Huntsville his hometown. That’s where he
went to high school and graduated from Sam
Houston State University. He was married
and has two grown children who are also Sam
Houston alumni. He has maintained good rela-
tions with his family after he came out in 1997.
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“Ileft my career, my family, and moved to
Houston to start over,” Baldwin says. In 1998
he went to work at Karen Derr Realtors, then
bought the boutique company in 2008 and re-
named it Boulevard Realty. He recently opened
their new headquarters office in the Heights—
one that he helped design.

“It’s more of an open concept, with the
office on the second floor,” Baldwin explains.
“The first floor is called YourSpace—like a
community center where people can stop in for
coffee or aglass of wine. There’s Wi-Fiand a
copy machine, so they can work there instead
of going to Starbucks.”

There are also yoga classes and art shows,
most of which are completely free. He says it’s

about connectivity and building a commu-
nity, which is how you build a business—or a
campaign.

“My first decade here,” says Baldwin,
“I'was all about getting people elected who
shared my vision of Houston.” Under Mayor
Annise Parker, he worked to strengthen the
city’s historic-preservation policies, and
under Mayor Sylvester Turner he co-chaired
Turner’s Quality of Life Transition Commit-
tee. Baldwin was then appointed a City of
Houston Planning Commissioner. He has also
served on the Walkable Places Committee and
the North Houston Highway Improvement
Project Steering Committee. He also works for
and fund-raises for various nonprofits, includ-
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ing Houston Relief Hub, which he founded as

a hub for donations, relief, and volunteer op-
portunities after Hurricane Harvey. It stayed
open for three months after the hurricane, and
then transitioned into the City of Houston’s
official delegation to Puerto Rico after Hur-
ricane Maria.

Baldwin’s historic home in Woodland
Heights was famous as a venue for fundrais-
ing events for politicians and nonprofits alike.
Baldwin made real-estate headlineslast year
when he sold the property in three days, for just
shy of $3 million.

Currently, Baldwin lives in a townhome
near Riverside Terrace with his partner of four
years, Fady Armanious, who is the creative
director of Tootsies. But the couple also bought
land in their beloved Heights, and they plan
tobuild a dream home there. They enjoy en-
tertaining, and attend multiple events almost
every evening. Baldwin also enjoys running,
cycling, and reading.

“What Ilove about Houston is the quality
oflife here,” Baldwin says. “[With] more people
moving here, there is going to be more traffic
and development. We need to figure out how
to accomplish that without losing that quality
oflife. If you want somewhere to walk to—a

“WHAT I LOVE ABOUT
HOUSTON IS THE QUALITY
OF LIFE HERE. WITH MORE

PEOPLE MOVING HERE,
THERE IS GOING TO
BE MORE TRAFFIC AND
DEVELOPMENT. WE NEED
TO FIGURE OUT HOW
TO ACCOMPLISH THAT
WITHOUT LOSING THE
QUALITY OF LIFE”

—Bill Baldwin

restaurant, a store—get ready for somebody to
parkin front of your house. That’s the reality.
Inthe Heights, I used to get in my car and drive
to Montrose to eat. Now I can walk to great
eateries, but that means more traffic.”

One of Baldwin’s priorities, if elected, will
be HERO 2.0, after the effort to pass the first
Houston Equal Rights Ordinance was roundly
defeated in 2015.

“I'm all the way in for that,” Baldwin says.
“We are aworld-class city; we need to do it.
Ithink Mayor Turner should bring it back
again.” Another hot-button issue in this year’s
election is firefighter pay raises. After the con-
troversy over Prop. B, a voter-approved pay-
parity proposition, erupted in court battles,
threatened layoffs, and failed mediation, the
matter could cost Mayor Turner the race this
year. In fact, the firefighter’s union endorsed
one of his opponents, Council Member Dwight
Boykins, in the mayor’s race.

“Iwas against Prop. B,” Baldwin says. “Do
the firefighters deserve araise? Absolutely. But
the proposition wasn’t sustainable.”

Before he had announced his council run,
arecent article in one of the city magazines
called Baldwin a “future mayoral candidate.”
Does he have higher aspirations?

“Not at this moment,” he laughs. “I’ll enter-
tain it, butlet’s see if I win this first.”

For more information,
visit baldwinforhouston.com.
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An Asset to

the Community

Nelvin Adriatico vows to advocate for marginalized people
if elected to the City Council in District H seat.

tfirst glance, Nelvin Joseph Adri-
atico, 45, has quite a varied biog-
raphy: CEO and broker of Core Re-
alty, devoted husband to Avinash
Thadhani, father of University of
Houston poli/sci sophomore A.J.,
and executive producer and talk
show host of Chit Chat Houston on KUBE57.
But on a closer look, these threads are
all connected.
“I’'m acommunity advocate,” Adriatico says
passionately. The Sharpstown-arearesident is
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involved in numerous nonprofits and profes-
sional organizations, including chairman
of La Rosa Multicultural Family Services,
chairman of the Filipino American Caucus for
Empowerment (FACE), board member of the
HISD Asian Advisory Council, president of the
Asian Pacific American Heritage Association
(APAHA) and the Houston Royal Oaks Lions
Club Foundation (HROLCF), and president-
elect of Asian Pacific Islander American
Public Affairs (APAPA).

“Ireallylove my community, and want all

of the residents to succeed,” he says. “That’s
why I dowhatIdo. And yes, I've been asked to
run for public office before, and I said no. But
with what’s happening now with immigrants,
Ithought it was time to step up. I want to be the
voice, to speak up for them.”

Adriatico, who was born in the Philip-
pines, is running for Houston’s District J City
Council seat. District J was drawnin201lasa
Hispanic opportunity district. The area is
61percent Hispanic, with alarge black and
Asian population as well.
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The term-limited Mike Laster was the
first (and so far the only) representative of the
new district. He is neither an immigrant nor
Hispanic, but he is the first openly gay man to
serve on Houston City Council. So being open-
ly gay should not be a problem for Adriatico.

“Iputitoutthere,” he says. “There hasn’t
been a problem yet, but I know it will come.
I'mready. It just so happens I'm a gay Asian,
butthatisn’tallthatIam.”

Adriatico, who attended the Victory Insti-
tute’s Candidate & Campaign Training here
last spring, says that District J is home to so
many immigrants that its 180,000 residents
speak around 80 languages.“My slogan is the
acronym RISE,” Adriatico says. “It stands
for redevelopment, integration, safety, and
education. What we need to do is reshape the
economic and social landscape of our neigh-
borhoods, integrate our diverse backgrounds
to fight hate and discrimination, improve
the safety of our neighborhoods, and educate
future generations on behavior, character, and
habits outside of regular school hours.”

He talks about improving the public
infrastructure and putting more police on
the streets, as well as fire safety. Due to the

‘I REALLY LOVE
MY COMMUNITY,
AND WANT ALL OF
THE RESIDENTS TO
SUCCEED. THAT'S WHY
[ DO WHAT I DO’

—Nelvin Adriatico

high number of apartment complexes in the
area, mostly inhabited by immigrants and
minimum-wage workers, apartment fires
frequently crop up in the local headlines.

“So many times, I have been to these apart-
ments after a fire to see what help the residents
need, and they had no fire extinguishers,”
Adriatico says. The Houston Fire Code
requires a small fire extinguisher in every
non-sprinklered apartment unit in the city, but
alot of renters and even apartment-building
owners don’t know that.

“These people need avoice, they need
someone to advocate for them,” he says. “If you
keep silent, nothingis going to change.”

Besides his passion for his community,
Adriaticois also ardent about sports, cooking
Filipino food, singing (his campaign held a
karaoke fundraiser), and animals. The couple
has arescue dog named Bella.

“My husband found her on the streets,” he
says. “She had been hit by a car. He’s an even
bigger animal lover than I am—he won’t even
kill amosquito! So, he brought her home and
my son said, ‘Let’s keep her’—and we did.”

Adriatico believes that with the right
leadership, the district can become a destina-
tion spot for the entire city due to its diverse
culture and food.

“There is such a vibrant mix of people
here,” he says. “Mostly because of the immi-
grant population. I came to this country with
20 dollars in my pocket. Immigrants are nota
liability—we want to pay rent, we want to work,
and we want to give back to this country. We
are assets to our communities.”

For more information,
visit adriatico4j.com.
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Impressive Endorsements

Nick Hellyar's run for City Council At Large Position 4
gains support from prominent political figures.

n 2007, when James Rodriguez asked
Nick Hellyar to run his first cam-
paign for City Council District I—an
older areathatis 77 percent Hispanic—
Hellyar responded with, “You want a
gay white guy running your campaign?”
Rodrigueztold Hellyar he did, and it
proved to be awise move for both. Rodriguez
won the seat, and Hellyar became one of his
staff members at City Hall.

Now Hellyar, 35, is running for Houston
City Council’s At Large 4 seat. It will be his
first run, but certainly not his first rodeo.

Hellyar was born in London, but was barely
six months old when his father’s oil and gas
firm transferred the family to Houston.

“Dad got here and said, ‘“You can wear
shorts all year? I'm never going back!”” laughs
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Hellyar. The young man went to public schools
and graduated from Lamar High School before
attending the University of Houston, originally
studying engineering before switchingtoa
political-science path. One of his professors
was Richard Murray, a well-known figure in
local politics.

“Iasked him how to get started in politics,
and he told me to volunteer at a campaign and
don’t leave until they turn the lights off,” says
Hellyar. Interestingly, Murray’s son, Keir
Murray, a political consultant, is now running
Hellyar’s City Council campaign.

Houston municipal elections are nonpar-
tisan. This year’s ballot is crowded, with the
mayor, controller, and all 16 Council seats up
for grabs. (Before a 2015 vote that changed the
rules, opponents might wait for an incum-

bent to be forced out of office after six years.
Challengers are now more eager to jump into
arace, even against an incumbent who is
limited to two four-year terms.) The election
is scheduled for November 5, and the runoff
for December 14.

Hellyar had previously worked on several
municipal, state, and federal campaigns,
including Annise Parker’s first mayoral run in
2009. When she won, he also worked for Parker
at City Hall before leaving to start his own
real-estate business, The Hellyar Group.

“When you are in your 20s, you can pay
the bills with good deeds,” he says, “but as I
got older, I needed to make more money and I
wanted to set my own hours. On a campaign,
youwork 60 to 70 hours a week, and I just
needed abreak.”
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But that didn’t mean he didn’t stay
involved. He is a former president and board
member of the Houston GLBT Political Cau-
cus, and he never gave up his love of municipal
politics. Now he’s back in the game, notas a
consultant but as a candidate.

“Ijust think now is a unique time in our
city,” he says, “with unique problems like
flooding and budgeting. I want to leave this
city better than I found it. I want to make a
difference.”

So far, he has racked up some impressive
endorsements: former City Council members
James Rodriguez and Robb Todd; state rep-
resentative Ana Hernandez; and the LGBTQ
Victory Fund and its president, CEO, and
former Houston mayor Annise Parker. Many
are impressed with Hellyar’s level of municipal
knowledge, noting that he can start to work on
day one without needing alearning curve.

“Because the joke at City Hall is that it
takes you two years [just] to learn where the
bathrooms are,” he laughs.

“Seriously, my first priority, when elected,
will be flood mitigation with [the state funds
dedicated to] Harvey relief. Secondly, I want to
make sure there are no more budget shortfalls.

I JUST THINK NOW
IS A UNIQUE TIME
IN OUR CITY, WITH
UNIQUE PROBLEMS
LIKE FLOODING AND
BUDGETING. I WANT
TO LEAVE THIS CITY
BETTER THAN I FOUND
IT. 1 WANT TO MAKE
A DIFFERENCE’

—Nick Hellyar

And then there is the HERO (the referendum
for the Houston Equal Rights Ordinance

that was defeated in 2015]. We are the only
top-twenty American city that does not have a
nondiscrimination ordinance. There are major
events that will not come to Houston because
ofthat, and it is costing the city money.”

Hellyar has ahome in Upper Kirby, and
a Galveston beach house that he hasn’t seen
since the campaign started. He likes sports
and has season tickets to the Astros, but as for
asignificant other, he claims to be married to
the City of Houston, at least for now. Although
he would love a dog, he says he doesn’t have the
time for one right now. But he does have a white
rescue cat with blue eyes called Rhys, in hom-
age to his Welsh roots. His favorite restaurants
are any of chef Chris Shepherd’s spots (Georgia
James, One/Fifth, The Hay Merchant, and UB
Preserv).

“Of course I can’t afford to eat out every
night, so I'tryto cook athome alot,” he says.
“It’s important to eat healthy on a campaign
and not succumb to junk food.”

Hellyar knows from experience that he’s in
for along few months of 70-hour work weeks,
trying to stay healthy as much as he can by
taking care of himself. But he says it will be
worth it.

“Iwould be the first LGBTQ candidate to
win a city-wide race since Mayor Parker.” v

For more information,
visit nickhellyar.com.

2/

United

THE WAGGONERS FOUNDATION SPEAKER
in Memory of Jay Waggoner

Unmasking the stigma of addiction with

Oorin Amo CReiG T MELSom

SERIES
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NOVEMBER ELECTIONS

orn and raised in Houston, Isabel
D Longoria, 31, once wore a cowboy
hat to an eighth-grade dance at The
Rice School. After that, the moniker
D “Texas,” or sometimes just “Tex,”
followed her everywhere.
“There are still people today that call me
that,” laughs Longoria. A longtime campaign-
er, staffer, and self-described policy wonk,
Longoriais making her first run for office this
year by throwing her hat into Houston’s City
Council District Hrace.

In November of this year, Houstonians will
vote on the mayor, controller, and all 16 City
Council seats. While many of the Council seats
are open, the District H incumbent, Karla Cis-
neros, is seeking her second four-year term.
“There were actually some civic-club lead-
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ersthat approached me,” says Longoria. “They
said Karla is nice, but they wanted someone a
little more proactive in the seat.

“District H is my community; almost my
whole public career has been in the district.
I'm a grassroots community person. Running
at-large, or for a county seat, was too far re-
moved from helping people one-on-one. I don’t
want to sit on the sidelines.”

Longoria earned a bachelor’s degree in
sociology from Trinity University in San
Antonioin 2010, and then a master’s degree
in public affairs from the University of Texas
LBJ School of Public Affairs in Austin. She
has worked on political campaigns and in
the staff offices of such politicians as former
State Senator Sylvia R. Garcia and State Rep-
resentative Jessica Farrar. She has trained

volunteers in block-walking and phone-bank-
ing, with an emphasis on reaching Latino and
LGBTQ groups.

She also volunteered on Wendy Davis’
campaign for governor in 2014, and on the
Houston Equal Rights Ordinance (HERO)
campaignin 2015. Although that proposition
failed, she would support a city-wide equality
ordinance again.

“Of course I supportit,” Longoria says. “But
there are other things we need as well. The
City doesn’t even have an LGBTQ support of-
fice for City employees right now.”

But her first priority, if elected, would be
to focus on affordable housing and develop-
mentissues. District H, mostly north and east
of downtown, is 76 percent Hispanic with a
slightly older population, which means that
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ithas some of the fastest-gentrifying neigh-
borhoods in the city. She currently sits on the
Houston Planning Commission, an appointed
board tasked with creating sustainable growth
and development across Houston.

“We need to make some changes to avoid
flooding and pricing people out of their neigh-
borhoods,” Longoria says. “At the Planning
Commission, we aren’t allowed to ask develop-
ers how their projects will impact affordability
and flooding in the neighborhood.”

Longoria also wants to work on social-
justice and equality issues (which is where a
reboot of HERO comes in), as well as fair wages
and mandatory paid sick leave. She would
also concentrate on community outreach and
engagement.

“Why can’t elected officials block-walk all
year long?” she asks. “Why can’t we hold com-
munity office hours at bars and parks where
the people are? Not everyone can get down-
town, find parking, and get through security
to visit their representative at City Hall. I try
tolook at the bigger picture. We have areal
problem with stray dogs in District H. 'm all
for saving puppies on the side of the road, but
there’s also a public-health issue here—people
being bitten by strays and such.”

“DISTRICT H IS MY
COMMUNITY; ALMOST MY
WHOLE PUBLIC CAREER HAS
BEEN IN THE DISTRICT. IM A
GRASSROOTS COMMUNITY
PERSON.”

—Isabelle Longoria

Longoria worked as the associate state
director of advocacy and outreach for AARP
from 2015 until this summer, when she re-
signed to campaign full-time.

“I saved up my money so I could support
myself for six months,” Longoria says. “I
couldn’t work full-time and run a campaign.
Ithink that’s one thing that keeps younger
people out of politics. Luckily, I can afford to

do this. It was either buy a house or run for
office, and here I am. On the plus side, I can
dedicate myselfto the campaign every hour of
the day now.”

Another issue about running for office
isjuggling arelationship. Longoria recently
started dating someone, and says it’s been
“interesting” trying to balance both. She re-
ally doesn’t have much downtime right now,
but she tries torelax at her rental home in
Woodland Heights where she enjoys garden-
ing and researching fun facts about anything
and everything.

“Ilove to garden,” Longoria says. “Not well,
but Ilove it!” She admits that part of its charm
isthat it makes her focus on the yard and forget
about campaigning for a bit. Also, she likes
it because it’s environmentally friendly. “It’s
better to grow vegetables in your yard, rather
than just grass. Plus, I love cooking with what
Igrow.

“At one point I actually wanted to be an
organic farmer,” she recalls. “But then I real-
ized I needed to grow something bigger.” Like
acommunity.

Formore information about Isabelle
Longoria, visit IsabelleLongoria.com.
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#WorldMentalHealthDayHOU2019

WORLD MENTAL HEALTH DAY 2019

HOUSTON

Thursday, October 10TH, 2019

Location: City Hall Front Steps - Reflection Pool
Time: Early Evening At Crepuscular
Admissions: FREE to the public.

CHANGING MINDS CHANGING LIVES
POSITIVE PUBLIC DIALOGUE LUNCHEON
Thursday, October 10TH, 2019
Location: Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas,
Houston Branch | 1801 Allen Pkwy, Houston, TX 77019
Time: 11:30AM - 1:00PM

Admissions: $30.00
Guest Speaker: Laura Marsh, MD

5K Walk & Mental Health EXPO
Saturday, October 12TH, 2019

Location: Stude Park
1031 Stude Dr., Houston TX 77007
Time: Opens 6:30AM
Starts 8:00AM
Admissions: $30.00 ages 15 & up.

For more information and/or to purchase tickets visit:
WWW.THEHOUSTONWALK.ORG

\ Created By: Trinidad Garcia J
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Friday,
August 23 & 24
Neon Boots Dancehall
& Saloon celebrated its
sixth anniversary with a
weekend party. The LGBTQ
Houston country bar's
birthday bash featured
costume contests, give-

| aways, and drink specials.
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ccomplished Agent

ans of Neal Hamil (who wait
breathlessly for the witty, out
Houstonian to write a tell-all about
his globetrotting adventures in the
world of supermodels) can geta
peek into Hamil’s rock-star history
on November 2 when he accepts
the first Lifetime Achievement Award from
Runway Houston.

“Iwill sit on a stool for about 40 minutes
and tell some funny stories,” he says. Are your
ears burning, Mick Jagger? Gloria Steinem?
Naomi Campbell? The former mannequin and
top modeling agent was a French-horn player
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Runway Houston honors Neal Hamil
with Lifetime Achievement Award.

By DON MAINES

FACEBOOK

at Robert E. Lee High School in Baytown
when a fellow student talked him into apply-
ing at the Ben Shaw Agency in Houston. “I
said, ‘T’ll go if you’ll go,” says Hamil, who was
signed immediately.

His first modeling job was onlocal TV’s
Good Morning, Houston with hosts Don Nelson
and the late Jan Glenn. His first fashion show
was at Neiman Marcus, where Texas legend
Dallas Hill told Hamil as he stepped off the
runway, “Honey, you're gonna be a star!”

But Hamil never liked modeling. “I was
more focused on what the agents were doing,”
he says. “I would think, ‘That has got to be

35

the coolest job.”” It’s a sentiment that Nelson
Mandela confirmed years later when Hamil
escorted his superstar client Naomi Campbell
to South Africa. “Mandela turned to me and
said, ‘Thave decided that you have the best job
in the world.’ It kind of was! There were lots of
really entertaining moments. Mind-blowing
ones, like going to dinner with Madonna,”
Hamil recalls.

Hamil met his mentor, the late Eileen Ford,
when she judged model search contests at the
modeling agency he opened in Houston. She
convinced him to sell the company and move
to New York City, where Ford held an elaborate
luncheon to anoint him as her compadre in
front of “all the people that really mattered” in
the beauty industry.

“Itwas a full-court press,” says Hamil. “Ei-
leen started me off at the top of the food chain.
It was like being at the right hand of Louie B.
Mayer at amovie studio.” Ford also invited
Hamil into her inner circle of friends, hosting
him every Saturday or Sunday at her country
home where they would rub shoulders and
“get alittle drunk” with the rich and famous
atlunch, and then retire to her “magnificent
library” for best-buddy time.

“She would curl up and tuck her legs
underneath her, and purr like a kitten, ‘Isn’t
this wonderful?’” says Hamil. In contrast, he
recalls, “She was alion who never stopped
roaring during the week.”

During his 26 years in the Big Apple,
wheeling and dealing at Ford Models and
Elite Model Management, Hamil traveled the
world many times over. Returning to Houston
about five years ago, he settled happily into a
job that doesn’t require travel. As president
of Carnan Properties, Hamil is a Realtor in
Houston’s high-end luxury real-estate mar-
ket, and he gets to spend quality time with his
labradoodle, Oliver.

Asfarashisromanticlife, he says, “It was
never the mostimportant thing to me. I'was
always so busy; I was always traveling. Most
of my early life, I usually had a boyfriend who I
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dated for five or six years, or even ten.”

It was man’s best friend that changed his
whole perspective on life and love. “I bought this
sweet Schnauzer puppy, who I named Greta, and
she was like a person. She relied on me complete-
ly, and she changed how I think. Tused tolook
at cows and I saw steak, but then Ilooked into
her eyes and I said, ‘There’s someone in there.’ It
turned me into an animal activist.”

Gretalived for 13 years, and when she
passed away it was amidst the deaths of
the “key people” in Hamil’s life—“the posts
that hold you up,” including Eileen Ford, his
parents, and the switchboard operator at Elite
Model Management. “She was from a poor
black family and it surprised her when I asked
herifIcould take her tolunch. She thought,
‘Look at you, white boy from Texas, but that
day began an incredible friendship. See, I was
notraised around racism. Race was never,
ever an issue with me; it never occurred to
me. She thought I was going to turn out to be
something else, but she turned out exactly the
way I thought she would be—someone who was
really awesome.”

Growing up in Baytown, he says it was

DURING HIS
26 YEARS IN
THE BIG APPLE,
WHEELING AND
DEALING AT FORD
MODELS AND
ELITE MODEL
MANAGEMENT,
HAMIL TRAVELED
THE WORLD MANY
TIMES OVER.

much more likely that somebody would beat
you up for being gay than for being black. “On
the playground at school, I learned to keep my
head down; Ilearned to watch myself. There
was another part of our psyche that we had

to develop. I am conflicted still with ‘Don’t
Ask, Don’t Tell’ because I think it reinforced
that people in the military had to stay hidden.
To me, that is very, very unhealthy. It drives
people to alcoholism and drug addiction and

self-harm.”

Hamil emerged as something of a sage
elder-statesman in the LGBTQ community,
with humor obviously among his coping strate-
gies. Among his favorite “funny stories” is how
Zsa Zsa Gabor shook offthe embarrassment of
being caught nude sunbathing while she was in
Houston to perform at a dinner theater.

“She told me this story in person, and I
about died laughing,” says Hamil. “The produc-
er had rented her a house with a pool (which
was in her contract), and she was sunning
nude, thinking that no one could see her. But
there was a guy on a utility pole who she didn’t
see for the longest. As he was coming down, he
said, ‘Ohmy God, you're Zsa Zsa Gabor!’
Without missing a beat, she said, ‘No, no, no,
dahling. 'm her sister Eva.”

What: Reception and award
presentation honoring Neal Hamil,
(abenefit for Dress for Success Houston)
When: Saturday, Nov. 2, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Where: The Decorative Center,

5120 Woodway Dr.
Tickets: runwayhouston.com/purchase

THE
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Tuesday,
September 17

The Executive & Profes-
sional Association of
Houston (EPAH), an orga-
nization of LGBTQ business
owners and professionals,
hosted its monthly dinner
meeting at Urban Eats in
the Heights.

Sunday,

August 25

The Houston Theater
District hosted its an-
nual open house, where
guests could visit for free,
see performances, tour
facilities, enjoy family
activities, and get deals
on season tickets.
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Saturday,
September 14
Houston Gay Kickball,
an LGBTQ community
and ally-based sports
league, commenced its
fall 2019 season with

a tournament at
Lawrence Park.
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ueering the Old Testament

HGO's production of Sau/ recounts the biblical

onathan and David’s biblical gay
romance sparks the bonkers break-
down of the Old Testament’s King
Saul in Houston Grand Opera’s
October 25-November 8 produc-
tion of Handel’s Saul.

“It’s asoap opera!” says HGO’s
out chorus master Richard Bado,
who traveled last year to the Glyn-
debourne Festival, an hour from London, to
see the production that inspired HGO’s. “It’s a
knockout that brings the work blazingly alive
and transforms bewigged pieties into high
human drama,” raved critic Rupert Chris-
tiansen, writing for The Daily Telegraph, a
London newspaper.
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By DON MAINES | Photos by BILL COOPER

Before the dramatic oratorio begins, we
already know the Sunday School story of
David, a poor shepherd boy who killed the
Philistine giant Goliath with a slingshot. As
the curtain rises on the opera, David arrives
at Saul’s court as a conquering hero, with the
king offering David his daughter Michal—in
exchange for a bride purse of 100 foreskins of
Philistine soldiers.

“But David falls in love with Saul’s son,
Jonathan,” says Bado. “You see their romance
onstage. It’s clear, although not graphic.”

Christiansen’s Daily Telegraph review
called Jonathan “sweetly demure” and noted
the couple’s “smackingly sexual kiss.” While
bemoaning the Glyndebourne production’s

gay romance of Jonathan and David.

40-PERSON CHORUS

A scene from Houston Grand Opera'’s Sau/, which runs

at the Wortham Music Center from October 25-November 8.

lack of passionate love scenes, the critic cried
“bravissimi” for the “stupendous” 40-person
chorus in the show at Glyndebourne, which
was directed by out Australian maverick
Barrie Kosky.

In Houston, Bado’s job is to prepare the
HGO Chorus for Saul.

“We have the same number in the chorus
and the same number of costumes,” he says.
“Itis a huge chorus piece with alot of music
tolearn, memorize, and perform stylistically.
Itis avery wild, fun production with alot of
dance. The music is sublimely exciting; it’s
not stuffy at all.”

Bado hails from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,
where he started taking piano lessons at age 6


http:// outsmartmagazine.com 

ITSA
SOAP
4 OPERA
Out chorus master
Richard Bado
| promises “high
& =1 humandrama”in
M HGO's Saul

when he was in the first grade. In high school,
he played the piano for choirs and learned the
clarinet and saxophone for concert and jazz
orchestras. “I even played the tuba in marching
band,” he says.

Bado earned music degrees from West
Virginia University and the Eastman School
of Music, where opera great Renée Fleming

was his classmate. Bado often conducts
Flemingin concerts.

After graduating from Eastman, Bado
spentless than halfayear in New York City
before accepting what he thought would be a
“short-term position” at HGO. That was in the
mid-1980s, so he witnessed how AIDS ravaged
Houston’s gay community. In 2013, he received

HGO’s Silver Rose Award in honor of his 25th
anniversary as chorus master.

“Ihave an equal number of gay and straight
friends,” Bado notes. “It is not a defining part
of my life.”

When Tropical Storm Allison flooded his
townhouse in 2001, Bado moved to the 17th
floor of a highrise in the Museum District. “I
like it very much,” he says. “I can walk to Miller
Outdoor Theatre and see a show.”

In addition to his chorus duties at HGO,
Bado sometimes conducts shows, including
eight upcoming performances of Houston Bal-
let’s The Nutcracker at the Wortham Center.
He also conducted future Oscar winner J.K.
Simmons as Jigger in HGO’s 1990 revival of the
Rodgers and Hammerstein classic Carousel.

“He was a great team player,” says Bado.
“He was easygoing and low-key, but great,
actually.”

What: Houston Grand Opera’s Saul
When: October 25-November 8
Where: Wortham Music Center
Tickets: houstongrandopera.org/saul
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STAGE

lake Jackson plays Hédnschen, a

gayest-and-greatest sort of char-

acter in Spring Awakening, when

Theatre Under The Stars (TUTS)

performs the Tony Award-winning

rock musical October 8-20 at the
Hobby Center.

The show follows a group of sexually
confused, frustrated adolescents in late 19th-
century Germany as they mount their wobbly
climb into puberty.

“Out of all the students, Hinschen is
the most sure of himself,” says Jackson, a
Montrose resident who identifies as bisexual.
Almost from the start, the audience sees
that Hanschen is out (in the 1800s!) when
he drools that another boy “looks so nasty in
those khakis.”

“Iwouldn’t say that Hinschen is aleader,
but he’s figured out what works for him,”
explains Jackson. His shy, sweet classmate
Ernst Robel listens in awe as Hanschen ex-
plains how to navigate life like “a pail of whole
milk”: don’t fret and spill the milk, just skim
off the cream. “Come, cream away the bliss,”
he singsto Ernst.
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Allteenagers think they invented sex, but
perhaps this group especially because their
parents still talked to them about storks bring-
ing babies. The boys’ pent-up hormonal ener-
gies come to ahead in araucous rocker called
“The Bitch of Living.”

“Iremember the first time I heard it,” says
Jackson, whois 25. “My freshman year [at
Tomball High School], I walked into the the-
ater room and the music was blasting. It was
unlike any musical I had ever heard. It wasn’t
Rodgers and Hammerstein that you can play
on the piano; it was almost like Green Day. It
blew my mind. Iloved it.”

Jackson grew up in Tomball identifying
as a heterosexual cisgender male. “I was more
like Ernst than Hanschen. I was always pretty
quiet and meek,” he says. “I have been fortu-
nate to play anumber of gender-nonconform-
ing roles that have made me more comfortable
about exploring my internal sense of self.”

At Sam Houston State University, where
he graduated with a bachelor of fine arts
degree in musical theater in 2017, Jackson
was cast as Dr. Frank-N-Furter, the sweet
transvestite from transsexual Transylvania.
“Playing a part outside my wheelhouse, I got to
step away from myself and examine how much
weight you should give to different aspects of

your identity.”

His senioryear of college, Jackson played
transgender punk-rocker Hedwig in Hedwig
and the Angry Inch at Obsidian Theatre in the
Heights. The next summer, he reprised the role
when the production moved to Rich’s nightclub
for several weekends.

“Thatis the most important show I've ever

ZACHARY MCKENZIE

done,” he says. “There were still pieces of my
puzzle thatIdidn’t know were there, and I real-
ized there was more to examine about myself
to become fully formed. I know so many people
who, because of religion or because their
family is very conservative or whatever, know
nothing about the hallmarks of healthy physi-
cal and mental sexuality. The building blocks
are just not there.”

Arole that Jackson hasn’t played, but
would like to, is Charlie Price in the Broadway
musical Kinky Boots; he’s a cisgender male who
reluctantly teams with a drag queen to save
hislate father’s shoe factory, Price & Son, in
working-class Northamptonshire, England.

Jackson, who is making his TUTS debut
as Hianschen, has played Orin in Little Shop of
Horrors, “Hand Some” in Panto Star Force, Don
Price in Big Fish, and several roles in Who Am
I This Time? And Other Conundrums of Love at
Stages Repertory Theatre. He also portrayed
Frank Gardner in Mrs. Warren’s Profession at
Classical Theatre Company.

What: Spring Awakening presented
by Theatre Under The Stars

When: October 8-20

Where: Hobby Center

Tickets: tuts.com/boxoffice
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STAGE

A Night Out with Anderson
Cooper and Andy Cohen

Gay media moguls bring their two-man talk show to Houston.

ongtime friends Anderson Cooper
and Andy Cohen are magic together,
with aharmony and alchemy that ra-
diates between these two handsome

gay New Yorkers. While often cloaked

in good-natured teasing with virtu-
ally nothing off-limits, theirs is a relationship
clearly grounded in mutual regard. It’s a thing
of beauty to behold.

“I think the chemistry between Anderson
and myself stems from a genuine love for one
another,” Cohen told OuTSMART recently. “We
have known each other for years, before either
of ushad any national notoriety. It’s arelation-
ship that is heartfelt, based on shared experi-
ences and authentic affection. Observers see
that and respond to it well, I think.”

Now Houstonians can witness this magic
for themselves when Cooper and Cohen bring
their highly successful two-man talk show
back tothe Smart Financial Centre in Sugar
Land on October 28. In its third year of tour-
ing, the show is called AC2—Deeper Talks
& More Shallow Tales. The format is mostly
ad-lib as the two “ACs” take to the stage to
swap gossip, talk pop culture, answer audience
questions, and try to embarrass one another as
only old friends can. AC2 is officially promoted
as “unscripted, uncensored, and unforget-
table.” It’s sure to be arewarding evening of
entertainment.

“Attending AC2 is kind oflike going out for
abeer with Anderson and me,” Cohen explains.
“The show is intimate, insightful, unpredict-
able, and often very funny. Our audiences are
apart ofthe experience, and it all makes for
agreatnight out. It’s been three years since
we launched AC2, and we are still on the road
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By KIM HOGSTROM
Photo by GLENN KULBAKOHR

"ATTENDING AC?
IS KIND OF LIKE
GOING OUT
FOR A BEER WITH
ANDERSON
AND ME. THE
SHOW IS INTIMATE,
INSIGHTFUL,
UNPREDICTABLE,
AND OFTEN VERY
FUNNY’

—Andy Cohen

with it. Something is working,” he notes with
asmile.

Anderson Cooper is a well-known figure in
the American medialandscape. The hand-
some, soft-spoken journalistis CNN’sleading
news anchor, with Anderson Cooper 360 on
five nights a week. He also co-hosts CNN’s New
Year’s Eve Live in Times Square. Kathy Griffin
was his co-host before she was drummed off
the air after being photographed holding a
cartoonish likeness of Donald Trump’s severed
head. It was a joke, but Americans weren’t
laughing. In a pinch, Cohen was asked to step
into the co-hosting spot with Cooper on NYEL.
Griffin’s high heels were not easy to fill, but by
most measures, he has done it with aplomb.

Anyone who knows Cohen is not surprised

by his success with New Year’s Eve Live. This
cornucopia of talent is a television talk-show
host and producer, alive-radio host, and the
author of three books, all of which appeared on
the New York Times Best Sellers list. Currently,
he hosts and produces Bravo’s talk show Watch
What Happens Live with Andy Cohen, which
enjoys avery dedicated audience.

Additionally, Cohen served as Bravo’s
executive vice president of development and
was charged with creating content, developing
formats, and identifying fresh talent. He was
the executive producer of the popular series
Top Chef and continues to serve as execu-
tive producer of the entire Real Housewives
franchise.

However, Cohen’s favorite professional po-
sition is hosting Radio Andy, his live two-hour
pop-culture channel on SiriusXM Radio.

“The art of radio is so much fun,” Cohen
states, laughing. “It’s challenging, and I have
to think on my feet. The format is uncensored
entertainment spanning everything in pop
culture, including celebrity interviews. Each
show is different and unpredictable, but it’s all
fun and Ilove doingit.”

This busy New Yorker recently turned his
world upside down after deciding that his “pa-
ternal clock was ticking” and realizing it was
time to father a child with a surrogate. His son,
Ben, was born in February, and Cohen is rais-
ing the little boy by himselfin his townhome in
New York City’s West Village.

“I always wanted to be a parent,” Cohen
says, his voice softening. “I knew I was not get-
ting younger, and it seemed like the time had
come. It’s sort of alate-in-life adventure for
me. Raising a child is really exciting, and there
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isalottoit—more than I knew. But Benis the
highlight of my life.”

And as a New Yorker, was Cohen expect-
ing Houston to be oil wells, tumbleweeds, and
cowboys riding their horses to work, like so
many others do?

“Ihave been there before and I love Hous-
ton,” Cohen says. “It’s so big and open and
welcoming, and has a great vibe. The people
are warm, friendly, and they are very funny.

There are no others like them anywhere, and I
can’t wait to experience it all again. I amlook-
ing forward to it. I can’t wait!”

Right about now, you may be wondering
if Cooper and Cohen are, or ever were, “an
item.” What kind of love is it that is so alive
between them?

“When we were much younger, we were
supposed to meet and go out on ablind date in
New York,” Cohen explains. “Well, that never

came about, but we did become friends and
we have remained that way for 20-something
years. It has worked well for both of us,” he
concludes with a smile.

What: AC2—Deeper Talks &
More Shallow Tales
When: October 28 at 8 p.m.
Where: Smart Financial Centre, Sugar Land
Info: smartfinancialcentre.net/event/ac2-2019
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Pondering Lite's Journey

Photo by MARK'S. McCRAY | Makeup by DANIEL E. ZAMORA

ark Ponder remains unique among
Texas art makers, with his inten-
sive draftsman’s sensibility that
looks like no other artist working
here in Houston. While Ponder’s
sure-handed drawing technique has always
captivated viewers, over the past few years he’s
been jumping into other disciplines—from an
oversized jockstrap painting to comic self-help
videos to slightly psychotic arrangements of
gift-wrapped objects arranged around a fire-
place mantel.

Having visited his studio regularly, I am
not surprised when, with his almost childlike
sense of wonder, he asks, “Since artists have
the all-powerful gift of creation, why don’t
more of them start their own religions?” After
hearing him insist that he could have been
as successful as another L. Ron Hubbard, it
becomes clear that we are dealing with an
artist who doesn’t take any aspect of reality
for granted.

Athis April 6 opening for his last solo show
atthe G Spot Gallery in the Heights, the rooms
were filled with what appeared to be every
handsome, bearish, bearded arts-oriented
gentleman in Texas. Ponder’s somewhat
delayed coming-out process was enacted and
depicted though his work, so these men formed
the community he found via art as well as gay
softball. While he has since settled downina
serious relationship, all who met him during
his attempts to find his gay Houston tribe
remain fiercely loyal to him. More than one
gallery attendee joked that whether they had
encountered him as a member of the CubCakes
softball team or in one of the classes he teaches
at the Glassell School of Art, they remain
proud members of the Ponder fan club.

This confident, unique makeris afar cry
from the shy, mousey artist I met with vision-
ary curator Dennis Nance (then at Lawndale
Art Center) at a Polyphonic Spree show at
Fitzgerald’s. I told Ponder I was an old punk-
rocker and was fond of rock-and-roll energy,
so he gave me the finger and walked away
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Houston artist Mark Ponder uses

his art to connect with others.

By BILL ARNING

laughing. That was when I fell for his impish
bad-boy humor.

Ponder is from the classic small town of
Groves, Texas, population 10,000. While the
nearby bigger city of Port Arthur produced
both Robert Rauschenberg and Janis Joplin,
the whole area was economically depressed
during Ponder’s childhood. When asked if he
saw any visual art growing up, he responded
with an emphatic “Hell no!” Neither were there
any gays in Groves, as far as he knew. Although
he saw art as an undergrad at Lamar Universi-
ty in Beaumont, his first meaningful exposure
was a semester abroad in Italy.

Still, making hislivingin art never oc-
curred to him, and he started channeling his
passion for the visual into graphic design in
grad school in Carbondale, Illinois. But after
starting work at a design firm, he found that
using his visual talents merely to satisfy his
clients’ aims was an unpleasant experience.
He was drawn to highly graphic artists who
were emotionally direct and unguarded, and
he started realizing that he could connect with
others through his ability to draw something.
But what?

Ponder’s painfully slow process of coming
out proved to be his chosen topic. He grew up in
ahousehold where sex was considered “bad,”
so his cure for that involved a self-portrait
depicting himself ejaculating glitter while
wearing a party hat, and another portraitin
which he wore nothing but clown shoes. He
also produced abrilliant series of drawings in
which oh-so-gay rainbows served as synecdo-
ches for male bodies, with piles of exhausted
rainbows cuddling after their three-way rain-
bow orgies—quite an absurdist commentary
on queer brotherhood.

These drawings followed a rather creepy
Cult of Ponder self-help video and a series of
works about the institution of death, including
an infamous video of women lying in their cof-
fins, seemingly dancing to Beyoncé’s “Single
Ladies.” (Since when are we all alone when we
pass over?)

Another death-obsessed performance-
art project involved a balloon that Ponder
kept with him even while sleeping and taking
showers. He enjoyed introducing his ballon
to passing strangers, including a motorcycle
club in Dallas (luckily they were amused and
not offended). This continued until the balloon
“died,” and was then shown deceased on a ped-
estal—an absurdist act of mourning.

After Ponder was included in the Texas
Biennial in Austin, he was promptly showing
at every alternative venue in Houston, includ-
ing Lawndale Arts Center, the Alabama Song
arts space, and Gallery Homeland. Then just
as suddenly, he seemed to vanish, and everyone
was asking what had happened to Mark Pon-
der. Herealizes now that he used his art to find
the family he never thought he deserved, and
having found his crew, he has different goals
for hisart.

Now that Ponder has found himselfliving
with Paul Davis, who chairs the theater de-
partment at the High School for the Perform-
ing and Visual Arts, he no longer wants to
be the wacky personality that Houston’s art
world knew and loved. He went underground
from 2016 to 2019 while he allowed his work to
deepen and become more mystical and private.

The drawings he produces today are puz-
zles, mazes, and confounding landscapes that
clearly refer to our journeys in life. Not used to
being happy, he sees his history of depression
and sexual addiction in the empty, infinite
landscapes he creates. He has experimented
with drawing while watching TV and smoking
pot, sketching holes, portals, and windows
with his hands always moving.

And every once in a while, a concrete,
meaningful symbol appears. Taking a bath
one evening, Ponder looked up and saw his
and Paul’s electric toothbrushes standing
next to each other. He thought, “Thisis what a
relationship looks like.” The next day he made
adrawing of their toothbrushes as a perfect
celebratory representation of his artistic and
life yearnings that have become reality.
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Steve Locke
Untitled (GOD IS LOVE/ you little faggot), 2018,
jacquard tapestry in cotton and rayon

Each piece involves some amount of risk,
and a quick glance at the art reveals nothing
that viewers will find boring: erotic paintings
of the Popeye cartoon character Bluto, ceramic
sculptures of people taking nude photos, dildos
inscribed with messages, childhood photos
with competing phrases from religion and
sexuality, images of Elizabeth Taylor being
beaten or screaming vulgarities, depictions of
people taking Truvada (or is it birth control?).

The artists behind these conversation-
starter works are Kathe Burkhart, Max Colby,

Dylan Hurwitz
the pill(Truvada), 2019, oil on canvas

Jayne County, Thedra Cullar-Ledford, Alton
DeLaney, Skylar Fein, Mark Flood, Erik Han-
son, Wes Holloway, Dylan Hurwitz, Scooter
LaForge, Steve Locke, Colin Radcliffe, Annie
Sprinkle, and Beth Stephens.

Arning says the exhibitis his response to
today’s climate of what he feels is too much
self-censoring. He predicts that every piece in
the show will offend at least one person.

“It’s definitely reflecting what I see as life
today. I do think it is deliberately out of sync
with the type of censorship that is occurring
in schools [that avoid] teaching material or
novels that have disturbing verbiage. It’s a
fear of upsetting people. But culture doesn’t
move forward if you don’t disturb anyone,”
Arning explains.

Throughout the exhibit’s run, special
events are planned as a continuation of
the theme. Highlights include a film about
eco-sexualism titled Water Gets Us Wet,

a gay-shame parade, and a shock-comedy
entertainer.

If, perchance, you want to buy any of the
art, pieces are available for purchase. Prices
range from $200 to $40,000.

What: No Trigger Warnings art exhibit

When: Oct. 9-28,12-6 p.m. Thur.—-Sun.
Openingreception Oct.9,6-9 p.m.

Where: Flatland Gallery

Info: brasilcafehouston.com/flatland-gallery

www.antic.media

vyou need more customers. let us help.
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Veterinary Hospital

Wellness and Preventative Care « Pediatric Puppies
and Kittens = Dentistry In-house Laboratory
In-house Pharmacy Surgery Radiology and

Ultrasonography Internal Medicine Diagnostics
and Treatment Acupuncture Grooming Exotics

4720 Washington Ave. - 713.343.9909
Hours: Monday - Friday: 7 am - 6 pm

Voted Best Female Saturday: 7 am - Noon
Veterinarian

Dr. Kristy Kyle, DVM BAYOUCITYVETS.COM

MARRIOTT

Beautiful 10 Story
Atrium Hotel

290 Recently Renovated
Spacious Guestrooms

24 Hour State of the Art
Fitness Facility

Over 21,000 square feet
of meeting space

Complimentary Airport
Transportation

Full Service Restaurant
and Lobby Bar

Starbucks Coffee Bar

(jredate:
R 2019+

i)

Houston Marriott
South at Hobby Airport
VOTED BEST 9100 Gulf Freeway. Houston TX. 77017
LOCAL HOTEL Contact: Jill Maxwell - 713.943.4026
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WEDDING GUIDE

By RYAN M. LEACH | Photos by KRISTIN MARIA

FIRE AND
ICELAND

Tim and Shaun Young's Nordic nuptials

TIMAND SHAUN YOUNG'SLOVE
STORY CANNOT BE TOLD IN ONE
PLACE.WHETHER YOU START THE
STORY IN LOSANGELES (WHERE
THEY MET), NEW YORK CITY
(WHERE THEY WERE ENGAGED),
ORICELAND (WHERE THEY WERE
WED), THEIRLOVEIS OF

GLOBALPROPORTIONS.
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A West Coast Meeting

“We met at the GLAAD fundraising event in
L.A. and there was an instant attraction, but
not much was said. I met Shaun again with
friends for after-brunch drinks at the rooftop
of Perch, where we actually had a chance to
talk. He offered to give me a tour of his Los
Angeles. Therestishistory,” Tim recalls.

Tim (formerly Gonzalez), 45, was raised
in Houston, where he attended the Glassell
School of Art. Shaun, 42, was born in Califor-
niaand was living in Los Angeles when he met
Tim that day at Perch.

“Isaw Tim walk in and was struck in-
stantly,” says Shaun of their first meeting. “I was
pretty much smitten from the moment Ilaid eyes
on Tim, but as we got to know one another, I fell
hard.Iwas attracted to his creativity, his au-
thenticity, his intelligence, and his world views.”

Both men describe themselves and their
respective lifestyles as being “nomadic.” This
is due in large part to their careers in creative
industries related to filmmaking. Although
they now consider Los Angeles as their home
base, both relate to the fact that home is usu-
ally wherever work takes them and where they
are together.

An East Coast Engagement

In 2017, the couple found themselves in New
York City where Tim had planned a surprise
engagement with a few traditional touches—
and an abrupt change of plans.

“I proposed in New York at the Hotel
Americano,” Tim explains. “Originally it was
supposed to be on the rooftop, but Mother Na-
ture decided otherwise and baptized us with
atorrential downpour. We ended up in their
restaurant, which happened to be closed but
they served us anyway. I was so nervous I don’t
quite remember what I said. I stumbled with
anecdotes of us meeting and seeing a future
with him. I know I opened the ring box and felt
like Forrest Gump with a speech impediment.
Shaun said yes, and had the biggest, sexiest
smile on his face. Maybe he thought I was hav-
ing a stroke and felt sorry for me—who knows.
After the rain stopped, we enjoyed a short sun-
set walk to the McKittrick Hotel. Once we went
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up the elevator to the rooftop, Shaun was sur-
prised to see his bigger-than-life Long Island
family welcome both of us with hugs and sloppy
kisses. It was the happiest of beginnings.”

Shaun says the engagement was one of the
most romantic moments in their cross-country
romance, and he appreciated Tim’s attention
to his family.

“Timhad called my dad and asked permis-

sion to marry me. It was so gentlemanly and
traditional—Iloved it,” says Shaun. “The mo-
ment he pulled out the ring box, my stomach
dropped. I started to sweat. I knew what was
coming! But I wasn’t nervous about his asking,
Iwas anxious because he threw awrench in
my plans—I had been planning a proposal of
my own! But he beat me to the punch, and I
wouldn’t change athing.”

Q WANT TO TELL YOUR STORY? Email us at letters@outsmartmagazine.com
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A Nordic Elopement

Initially, the couple was planning on a wedding
in New Orleans. However, as the planning in-
tensified, they both realized that alarge-scale
event wasn’t really their style.

“Several of our closest friends had recently
married, and I asked them for their advice,”
Shaun recalls. “Each of them said Elope!”

And elope is exactly what they did. In true
fashion, the couple decided on an even more
exotic location—Reykjanes, Iceland. Their
officiant was a Nordic chieftain named Hilmar
Orn Himarsson, who asked them to say “I do”
on a cliffside peninsula on August 2, 2018.

“Our connection to Icelandic music—par-
ticularly Bjork, Gus Gus, and Sigur Rés—is
what brought us to Iceland. Shaun had been

“TIM HAD CALLED
MY DAD AND ASKED
PERMISSION TO
MARRY ME. IT WAS SO
GENTLEMANLY AND
TRADITIONAL-

I LOVED IT”

—Shaun Young

there once before for the Airwaves Festival.
Knowing that Iceland was on my bucket list,
we went for New Year’s and I immediately fell
inlove. The people there are welcoming and lib-
eral. It immediately felt like home,” says Tim.

“I called to tell my dad of our plans, and he
said, “You can do what you want, just know I'm
going to crash the party.” With that, our elope-
ment became avery small, intimate wedding
with our nearest and dearest—those who had
supported us from the beginning,” says Shaun.

The couple still resides in Los Angeles,
but their lives continue to take them on the
road. While they may spend much of their
time catching planes to distant places, they
don’t have to worry about catching each other
any longer.
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GROOVE OUT
By GREGG SHAPIRO

Can You Hear the '80s?

The Flaming Lips, Bad Religion, Mudhoney, and more.

he Flaming Lips may have been
around since the mid-1980s, but it
wasn’t until 2002’s Yoshimi Battles
the Pink Robots (featuring the hit
single “Do You Realize??”) that it
officially achieved mainstream recogni-
tion. The band had
been steadily building
afollowing via albums
such as In a Priest Driven
Ambulance, Transmis-
A B sions fromthe Satellite
=== Heart, Clouds Taste
Metallw and The Soft Bulletin. And following
its early 21st-century commercial break-
through, the group has continued to be pro-
lific. The subtly psychedelic King’s Mouth:
Music and Songs (Warner), The Flaming
Lips’ first album since 2017’s electro-orient-
ed Oczy Mlody, retains some of that album’s
electronic influences. As just one component
of a project that also features an artinstal-
lation as well as abook, King’s Mouth has a
soundtrack feel to it, but also functions as
astand-alone album. Mick Jones (yes, that
Mick Jones, from The Clash) provides narra-
tion, making the listening experience feel like
atheatrical event.

When it comes to electronic music, How-
ard Jones has been
atitsince 1984 when
he released his debut
album Human Lib,
featuring the hit singles
“New Song” and “What Is
Love?” A sort of musi-
cal pop-psychologist, Jones’ songs, including
“Things Can Only Get Better,” “No One Is
to Blame,” and “Everlasting Love,” tended
to have uplifting messages—something that
came in handy during the depressing Reagan/
Bush era. The same applies to his new al-
bum Transform (BFD), on which Jones con-
tinues to pair up persuasive electronic beats
and synths with “Beating Mr. Neg,” “Take Us
Higher,” “Hero in Your Eyes,” and “Tin Man
Song.” Electronic musician BT teams up with
Jones on three songs, and if “Eagle Will Fly

Again” sounds familiar, it’s because you may
have heard it in the Taron Egerton movie Ed-
die the Eagle.

Also hailing from Southern California,

. hardcore punk act Bad
Religion, known for
its melodic, intelligent,
and politically oriented
songs, is back with Age of
Unreason (Epitaph), its
first studio album in six
years. Asyou well know, alot has happened in
the world in the last few years, so Bad Religion
makes the most of Age of Unreason to catch up
on current events via songs such as “The Ap-
proach,” “End of History,” “Lose Your Head,”
“Do the Paranoid Style,” “Old Regime,” “Faces
of Grief,” and the CD bonus track “The Profane
Rights of Man.”

Representing the Seattle faction since the
late 1980s, influential
band Mudhoney gets
political on its social-
commentary-oriented
album Digital Gar-
bage (Sub Pop). Loudly

- raging against the ma-
chine, Mudhoney displays a seriously political-
ly aware and furious side on the unforgettable
“21st Century Pharisees,” “Please Mr. Gun-
man,” “Paranoid Core,” “Prosperity Gospel,”
“Next Mass Extinction,” “Messiah’s Lament,”
and “Hey Neanderf--k.” Righteous indignation
has never sounded so raw or so good.

North Carolina’s The dB’s were college

= |===-sreneo [+ rock pioneers. The band’s
NEW SONGS first two albums, Stand
FOR THE 20TH for Decibels (1981)
CENT and Repercussions (1982),
"'“lfl'“'fé both recorded when Chris
ETEMEY ! I Stamey was still amem-
ber, are considered to be
masterworks of the genre. Stamey, who left
shortly thereafter, went on to have arespect-
able career as a solo artist (you must hear
1987’s It’s Alright and 1991’s Fireworks), as
well as a music producer (Stamey produced
Pylon’s amazing Chomp, as well as albums

by queer bands Le Tigre and The Butchies).
Soundinglike a cross between Pink Mar-
tini and The Magnetic Fields, and written
and arranged “under the influence” of Great
American Songbook composers such as
Bernstein, Porter, Berlin, and the Gershwins,
the sophisticated double disc New Songs for
the 20th Century (Omnivore) features 26
Stamey compositions performed by an array
of artists including Nnenna Freelon, Caitlin
Cary, Marshall Crenshaw, and Don Dixon, to
mention a few.

Here S somethmg to consider: there
would be no modern
country-music sound,
including alt-country
and the dreck currently
spilling out of Nashville
(that means you, Blake
Shelton), without Steve
Earle. Begmmng in the mid-1980s, Earle,
along with Dwight Yoakam and Rosanne
Cash, laid the groundwork for what we hear
today. Since that time, Earle has evolved
personally, politically, and professionally to
become one of the mostlauded and respected
artists in the genre. Guy (New West), by Steve
Earle & The Dukes, is Earle’s homage to Texas
troubadour Guy Clark, and akind of sequel to
2009’s Townes, on which Earle paid tribute to
Townes Van Zandyt.

Australian musician Mick Harvey is

probably best known

for his various musi-

cal collaborations with

Nick Cave, including

his membership in the

band The Bad Seeds

beginning in the 1980s.
Harvey’s latest, The Fall and Rise of Edgar
Bourchier and the Horrors of War (Mute),
is a collaborative concept album created with
poet Christopher Richard Barker and
performed by Harvey and guest vocalists Jade
Imagine, J.P. Shilo, and Alain Johannes.

Gregg Shapiro is aregular contributor

to OUTSMART magazine.
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QUEER QUOTES
Compiled by BLASE DISTEFANO

Matthew Lopez

(playwright, The Inheritance)
(The New Yorker, 9/9/19, Rebecca Mead)

Re: his alcoholism.

ne nightin 2010 [Matthew

Lopez] stumbled home at
four in the morning: “I was maybe
18 or 20 drinks in, and Brandon
[Clarke, Lopez’s husband] said,
‘That’s it—I’'m done. One of us is
moving out of this apartment.”
Lopezstarted calling friends,
desperate to talk to someone, and
eventually reached his younger
brother, in Florida. “Later, [my
brother] told me he thought
Brandon had died, I was sobbing
so much,” Lopezrecalled. “My
brother was the first person to
whom I said the words ‘T'm an
alcoholic.’ Iwas sitting on the
kitchen floor, spilling Johnnie
Walker Blue all over myself—go-
ingoutin style.”

Lopezdidn’t enter rehab.

Instead, he shakily embarked
on alife of sobriety; he hasn’t
had adrink in nearly nine years.
“There was no going back after
that scene,” he said. “Once you've
played Lady Macbeth, you can
never play Juliet again.”

Uneven Hips?
And what about her feet,
her legs, and her shoulders?
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Common

(The Clay Cane Show, 8/19/19, SiriusXM)

( : lay Cane: So back in 2007, you apologized
for some homophobic lyrics in your songs.
You evolved, right? I know some folks who

are not evolving on alot of issues, but I’m curious

to know what made you evolve on that issue. Was
itaparticular person? Was it an experience?

Common: It was an experience. Two guys who were

gay came to me after a show, and they said, “Common,

man, we love your music, your music touches us, but
the fact that you’re using the word ‘fag’. .. that hurts
us.” It just was like an awakening, because it human-
ized everything that I was saying, and I was only using
the word cause it was part of a culture that I grew up
in. This is what we said. I didn’t even think about what
the word meant and how it was affecting other people.

AndIhadtogrow into the courage and the
strength within myselfto be like, man, I don’t care
what my homies saying. I don’t care what these cats
in hip-hop saying, this is where I am with it. I'm not
homophobic. I embrace people who are gay, who are
Christian, Muslim, Jewish. I'm open to human beings
and life.

So, that being said, that was areal pivotal moment
for me in changing my perspective. And I went on to
do asong called “Between Me, You and Liberation”
[where] I just created this story of how one of my
friends told me he was gay and how I dealt with it, and,
no matter what, I stillloved him as my friend, and I
felt that was all part of that conversation I had with
those gentlemen.

Evolved?
Common: can he reconcile with gays?

Samantha
Bee

(Full Frontal, 9/25/19, TBS)

Preserving alivable plan-
et has somehow become
athreat to the entitlements
of masculine primacy. Ac-
cording to a recent study,
men may be even less likely
torecycle, just because
they are worried people
will think they’re gay.
Look, the only way
people will think you’re
gay for recycling is if you
return cans on a date with
your partner who is aman
and who is also gay.

Ellen
DeGeneres

(The Ellen DeGeneres Show, 9/24/19, NBC)

Re: hurting her neck.

So | went to the chiropractor. | love
him, | do, but he told me everything
that | was doing wrong. He said my
feet don't point in the right direc-
tion, one leg is longer than the
other, my shoulders are humped,
my hips are uneven. Basically, he
said nothing about me is straight.
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Houston’s BEST
Tattoo & Piercing Studio!
OUTSMART READERS’
CHOICE AWARDS
2013, 2014, 2017, 2018 & 2019

A NEW YOU IS WITHIN REACH.

FITHOUSTON.COM * 713.STAY.FIT(713.529.1515)

Voted BestGym.....

FIRST TIME VISITORS
HOUSTON RESIDENTS ONLY.

BARBER SERVICE —

AVAILABLE
515 Westheimer W50

713.524.7858 -

; Appointments
HairSalonHouston.com & Walk-Ins OK!

Same Day CBD Delivery
Inside the Loop

Mon. - Fri. 10am - 7pm | Sat. 10am - 5pm | Sun. Closed

-
% ANDY’S ALL-STAR
PEST CONTROL
———T713-732-7742

Complete Pest Control Service
6 Month Warranty - on Standard Pest Control

This is Termite Swarming Season
Call us to Protect your Investment

TPCL# 13558 y
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READ OUT

By TERRI SCHLICHENMEYER

‘Bosom Friends’

The intimate world of James Buchanan & William Rufus King.

ethered by a cord. That’s what
people think when they see you
and your closest pal: that you're
tethered by some sort of invisible
cord. You think alike, talk alike, you
sometimes mirror each other’s actions. Where
there’s one, there’s the other—even when, as
in the new book Bosom Friends by Thomas J.
Balcerski, you're often poles apart.

Inthe years prior to the Civil War, our na-
tion’s capital was “very much a work in prog-
ress.” Roads were little more than mud, neigh-
borhoods were far apart, and Washington D.C.
was indeed a swamp into which most con-
gressmen had to travel. Since nearly all were
landowners elsewhere, few elected officials
brought their families to the city with them;
those who came solo needed places tolive, so
boardinghouses—called “messes”—sprung up
to house the politicians.

It was at one such “mess” that William
King met James Buchanan.

King was born to be a politician: educated
at the University of North Carolina, he almost
immediately went into politics after gradua-
tion. He was a social man, and very charming,
but he never married, blaming it on a broken
heart over a princess who was angered by a
perceived insult. Balcerski hints that the prin-
cess story was a convenient ruse.

Buchanan was also educated and politi-
cally minded, but his personal life differed:
he was engaged to be married, but a misun-
derstanding caused his fiancée to call off the
nuptials. Before Buchanan could patch things
up, she fell ill and died. For the rest of his life,
he, too, claimed that a broken heart kept him
from marrying.

At that time in history, says Balcerski,
homosexuality was strictly forbidden, but
deeply “intimate friendships” between men
were common and even encouraged. It seems
likely that King and Buchanan formed one of
these while living at the “mess,” partaking in
debates together and working at the Capitol.
Their “bosom friendship,” however, appeared
exceptionally close: tongues wagged, and oth-

res, .
RON0 Y

FRIENDS

B Bosom Friends: The
Intimate World of
James Buchanan &
William Rufus King
- by Thomas J. Balcerski
- 2019
- Oxford University

Press
+ 337 pages
- $34.95/higher in

Canada

ers publicly teased the politicians about their
particular bond.

But were they lovers, as rumors have
claimed for over 170 years?

It’s inconclusive, as you’ll see in Bosom
Friends. There are many reasons to think ei-
ther way; although author Balcerski says they
weren’t, evidence to the contrary is tantalizing.

To get there, though, will take some rock-
climbing.

To understand the lives of King and Bu-
chanan, one must inherently understand
politics, of which much of this book consists.
This is necessary, since it also shows divisions
between the two men (ultimately both physi-
cally and emotionally), their scrappy political
competition, and an untraversable gulf of
disagreement—facets that, individually and
together, are fascinating. Readers will clearly
see the affection between the two men here,
though we’ll never completely know the true
nature of it. (Written communication between
the two, which might have proved conclusive,
disappeared shortly after the Civil War.)

That sets up a delicious double-mystery
thatleaves you to make up your own mind:
letters lost or tossed? Bosom friends, or more
than that? If you're curious to know, this book
will keep you tethered to your chair.

Terri Schlichenmeyer has been reading since
she was three years old, and she lives on a hill in
Wisconsin with two dogs and 11,000 books.

JM Professional Services LLC

PRIVATE PRACTICE

Qualified Substance
\buse Professionals

OutvSmart

(S3AYESTa

GREA‘I’EST

NCAC |, SAP, LAP-C
713.447.2164 | JMylesSAP@gmail.com

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

TO HELP PET OWNERS WITH HEALTH CHALLENGES

KEEP THEIR COMPANION PETS

"&
WWW.THEPETPATROL.ORG

281.733.7696

PETPATROLPARTNERS@SBCGLOBAL.NET

pet patrolFZZ

A PEOPLE PET PARTNERSHIP

GLBT CRUISES & TOUR EVENTS
ﬂll . —
ol O

a division of CruiseCenter

(800) 592-9058

www.AquafestCruises.com
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FAVORITE PLACE
TO SHOW OFF
YOUR LEATHER

BEST MEN'S BAR

BEST HAPPY HOUR

BEST COMMUNITY BAR
BEST CLUB FOR DANCING
BEST PLACE TO TAKE
OUT OF TOWN VISITORS

HOUSTONEAGLE.COM | 611 HYDE PARK | NOON-2A EVERYDAY | 21 & UP

BEST PLACE TO
BUY EROTIC PLAYTHINGS

All

SYEDKA

Vodka Drinks

$550

HOURS: °

HAPPY, HARD & [hiﬁp
NONE!

10 m-Zam’

o SRS

BERGORR to

advertise your bar!
letters@outsmartmagazine.com

Helpline: 713-46P-FLAG

PFLAG www.pflag
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BAR & CLUB GUIDE

HOUSTON

BACCO WINE GARDEN
Enjoy light snacks, a glass of wine or your
favorite cocktail in one of their cozy rooms
or outdoor patios. 3611 Montrose Blvd. -
346.444.5275 - baccowinebars.com

BARCODE
Houston's newest bar with happy hours from
11am to 8pm daily, this new neighborhood wa-
tering hole is a great place to see drag shows
and strippers Tuesdays—Saturdays and
karaoke Sundays & Mondays. 817 Fairview St.
713.526.2625 - barcodehouston.net

BLUR
Multi-level dance club featuring an
upstairs lounge and balconies. Ladies enjoy
Wet and Wild Wed., 18-year-olds welcome
Thurs., Latin night on Sun. Happy hour
8-10pm,; free cover before 11pm. 710 Pacific St.
blurbar.com.

CLUB CRYSTAL
Find many of Inergy's former staff and décor
at this two-room Latin/hip-hop club. Sunday
evening drag shows rule the roost. 6680
Southwest Frwy, next to Colorado
713.278.2582 - crystaltheclub.com.

CROCKER BAR
This comfortably remodeled Montrose
nightspot also offers karaoke on Tuesdays
and Thursdays and extended happy-hour
prices throughout the week. 2312 Crocker -
713.529.3355.

GEORGE
Regulars rule at this comfortable neighbor-
hood sports bar. Sports Saturdays and
Sundays start at 3pm with dart and pool
tournaments, 617 Fairview - 713.528.8102.

GUAVA LAMP
This trendy and friendly video and cruise bar
gets busy during happy hour and stays busy
‘til closing. Karaoke on Wed. and Sun. 570
Waugh Dr. - 713.524.3359 -
guavalamphouston.com

HAMBURGER MARY'S

Since 1972, Mary has served up amazing
food and stellar shows! With the best drag
talent in the city, it's been voted "Best Drag
Show Bar," “Most Supportive of the LGBTQ
Community,” "Best Hamburger," “Best
Brunch,” “Friendliest Staff," and “Best Place to
Celebrate” by our readers. Be sure to try the
famous Mac & Cheese Balls, or grab a leg
glass (as seen on RuPaul's Drag Race)!
Reservations recommended for shows.
2409 Grant St., 713.677.0674 -
hamburgermarys.com

EAGLE

Part of the Eagle worldwide family, it's the
definitive home to the man’s man. Leather,
Bear or Jock, you'll find them here. Voted
“Best Community Bar," “Best Men's Bar,”

"Best Place to Show Your Leather,” “Best
Happy Hour,” and “Best Place to Buy Erotic
Playthings" by our readers. Eagle has multiple

levels and patios, along with DJs and male
dancers—and it's the place to watch sports.
Noon-2am every day, 611 Hyde Park Blvd.,
713.523.BIRD - houstoneagle.com

JR'S BAR & GRILL
This Montrose standard offers drag and strip
shows throughout the week, karaoke Thurs.
and Sun., plus pool tables and male dancers.
808 Pacific St. - 713.521.2519
jrsbarandgrill.com

LA GRANJADISCO Y CANTINA
Houston’s newest gay disco. Great drink
prices, house DJs nightly. Open at 3pm
until 4am on Fridays and Saturdays. Closed
Mondays. 5505 Pinemont - 713.518.6753
lagranjadisco.com

MICHAEL'S OUTPOST
Jerry Atwood, Clay Howell, Neil Massey, Steve
Wheaton, and Roger Woest take turns at the
keys at this comfortable neighborhood piano
bar. 1419 Richmond Ave. - 713.520.8446

NEON BOOTS DANCEHALL & SALOON
Houston'’s only LGBTQ country dancehall
opens Wednesday-Sunday. Wednesday
features Steak Night and Bingo. Free dance
classes on Thursdays, and karaoke. 11410
Hempstead Hwy 713.677.0828 -
neonbootsclub.com

PEARL BAR
This LGBT-friendly lounge in the Washington
corridor features daily highlights like open
mic night, steak night, and drink specials.
4216 Washington - pearlhouston.com

ReBar
A haute nightclub with a celebrated patio
that features renowned DJs and Entertainers.
Opening early October.

THERIPCORD
This multi-roomed leather bar boasts a
busy patio, especially on the weekends. The
Forge shop located inside the club. Saturday
nights with D) Tad Dvorak. 715 Fairview Ave -
713.521.2792

RUDYARD'S
The eclectic British pub is known for its
craft beers as well as for the burgers. Most
weekends you'll find up-and-coming local
bands rocking the house. 2010 Waugh Dr. -
713.521.0521 - rudyardspub.com

TONY’'S CORNER POCKET
This comfortable club has one of the friendli-
est bar staffs in town. Amateur dance contest
each Thurs., Fri,, & Sat. at 11pm. Opens daily at
noon. 817 W. Dallas - 713.571.7870 -
tonyscornerpocketbar.com

VIVIANA'S
Happening weekend-only gay dance club
with Latin DJs, singers, talent shows
& Sunday strippers.
4624 Dacoma - 713.681.4104
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BEHIND THE BAR

CAROL
Shifts: Nights

What is your favorite wine to serve?
Favorite cocktail to drink?

Favorite to serve: Nebbiolo (an Italian Red)
Favorite to drink: Mezcal Paloma (Mezcal over

fresh grapefruit juice)

Where is your favorite place to drink
when not on-duty?
Bar Boheme

What is a current bar drink trend you'd like to see end?
Iwouldn’t be upset if people stopped ordering White

INE GASTO

POSTINO WINE BAR - Montrose

What is the best and worst
holiday to work? Why?
Bestholiday is Halloween
because “they all

come out!”

Worstholiday is

4th of July because I miss
the fireworks that Ilove!”

Biggest tip from
one customer?
$120 ona $30tab
from four cougars!

Who are the hardest
customers to please?

The customers that just
don’t know what they want!

If you weren't a bartend-
er..what career would you
choose?

I'minnursing school now.
ButIhave also served six
years in the military and
have been a paramedic and
apersonal trainer.

Do you have any pets?
Yes, one giant polar
bear, “Doug” —a 130-1b.
Great Pyrenees.

What is the best part
about working at this bar?

Russians and Buttery Nipples. There s nothing T don't
like about Postino. The
What are you best known for? vibe an dthe peopleare
My personality, and especially my quick wit amazing. I want to come
yp ¥, P ymy q ’ towork here!
BEAUMONT ROBERT'S LAFITTE
RUMORS BEAUMONT The Island institution features a private patio

Now open in the old Orleans Street Pub
location. Drag shows with Dessie Love-Blake,
Lady Shamu, Kara Dion and more. 650 Orleans
- 713.539.5183 rumorsbeaumont.com

BRYAN/COLLEGE STATION

HALO VIDEO BAR
The only LGBT dance club in Bryan/College
station, this sleek spot is open Thurs.-Sat.
smack in the middle of Aggieland. 121 North
Main - 979.823.6174 - halobcs.com

GALVESTON

23RD ST. STATION
The bar features daily drink specials and
the weekend is filled with pulsing music,
hot dancers, drag shows, and a Sunday
Tea Dance. 1706 23rd St. - 409.621.1808

with swimming pool. On Sat. and Sun. nights,
the Ladies of Lafitte show takes the stage.
2501 Avenue Q (at 25th) - 409.765.9092

RUMORS BEACH BAR
Drink specials every night and daily day-
drinking specials starting at noon. Great drag
shows Fri. - Sun. and karaoke Sun. - Thurs. at
8pm. Sunday Drag Bingo. 3102 Seawall Blvd.
409.497.4617 - rumorsbeachbar.com

SPRING

RANCH HILL SALOON
With its two pool tables, 52-inch plasma
televisions, and large dance floor, this popular
northside spot also offers DJs Thurs.-
Sat. 24704 |-45N Suite 103 - 281.298.9035 -
ranchhill.com.

THEROOM BAR AND LOUNGE
This bar and video lounge has a laid-back
atmosphere. DJs several nights a week. 4915
FM 2920 - 281.907.6866 - roombarspring.com

Our Family Will Treat You Like “FAMILY!”

ER

HAMBURG
MARY’
: Bar & Gf‘“"ﬂ o

B EAT, g, anD BE-

Best Drag Show Bar - Most Supportive of the LGBTQ
Community - Best Brunch
Best Hamburger - Best Place to Celebrate

2409 GRANT ST.
For Hours of Operation and Reservations, please visit:
713.677.0674 e« HamburgerMarys.com/Houston
Reservations Strongly Recommended « Yelp Rez available

There’s always something going on at

Houston’s Hottest

Headquarters!

817 W. Dallas
713.571.7870

¥’ Voted the Best
Place to Watch Male Dancers
Tues. and Thurs, - Sunday Nights

Nightly Specials — Call for Details

QUEER THINGS to DO in HOUSTON
—— WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND UPDATES! —

f/outsmartmagazine 3 @outsmarthouston  (B) @outsmartmagazine

OUTSMARTMAGAZINE.COM

If you want to drink, that’s your business.
If you want to stop, that’s ours.

ALGOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

Hundreds of meetings a week in your area.
Call (713) 686-6300 or visit www.aahouston.org
For general information visit: www.aa.org
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ACCOMMODATIONS/HOTELS
High Point Uptown

807 S Post 0ak LN.......reereeeeeenns 855/661-7935
Le Méridien Houston Downtown
1121 WalKer ...ooeeveeevvemmmrrreeeeeseeennes 346/330-3453

L’Emerson Corporate Lodging
Lemerson.net

The Post 0ak Hotel

1600 West Loop South................. 844/386-1600
South Shore Harbour

2500 South Shore Blvd.................. 281/334-1000

ACCOUNTANTS/BOOKKEEPERS/ CPAS
Gary Gritz, CPA
230 Westcott, Ste 210 .................. 713/784-3030

ADVERTISING/MARKETING
Ashkan Media
Ashkanmedia.com

Mat Hat Maven Creative

madhatmaven.com ... 832/460-6263
OutSmart Magazine

3406 Audubon .........corrrreeeerreeeeeens 713/520-7237
AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING
Newport Air

NeWpOrtair.net ... 281/808-8630
ART GALLERIES & MUSEUMS

Archway Gallery

2305 DUnlavy .....cccooeeesees archwaygallery.com
Foto Relevance

616 Hawthorne fotorelevance.com
The Menil Collection

1533 SUl ROSS Stceoeeeeeeuasrreerereeeeeeeseennns .menil.org
ASTROLOGER

Lilly Roddy Astrology
713/529-5842

ATTORNEYS/LEGAL SERVICES
Christopher Barber/Barber Jackson Law
TexasLegalPlanning.com........281/464-LAWS (5297)
Charles Hunter/Hayes Hunter PC
281/768-4731

Gonzalez Olivieri LLC

ADVERTISERS INDEX

CHURCHES/SPIRITUAL CENTERS
Bering United Methodist

1440 Harold ........ceeneeeeeeeeeenennns beringumc.org
First Christian Church

1601 SUNSEL......rveeercrerenreeerennnns 713/526-8125
Living Mosaic Church

401 Branard St.............c..ccuueeemnn 832/971-0364
Resurrection MCC

2025 W 11N coceeeeeeeesreeeeeseeeeeeeeeeens 713/861-9149
St Paul’s United Methodist Church

5501 Main ..oooeeeeeeeeeeeenessssseeneneeees 713/528-0527

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
1805 W. Alabama......... ststephenshouston.org

CLEANING SERVICES
Dexter’s Five Star Service/Bob Samora
832/252-1961

COMMUNITY/NONPROFIT
AARP

aarp.org/pride
AIDS Healthcare Foundation/Out of the Closet
1435 Westheimer.................. outofthecloset.org
Bering Connect

............................................... 713-526-1017, ext.20

.................................... TheDianaFoundation.org

EPAH.org
Greater Houston LGBT Chamber of Commerce
HoustonLGBTChamber.com......... 832-510-3002
Harris County Sheriff’s Office

hcsojobs.com
Houston GLBT Political Caucus
thecaucus.org

KPFT Radio
kpft.org.
Lesbian Health Initiativ

401 Branard Ihihouston.org
Lesbians Over Age Fifty (L.0.A.F.)
lesbiansoverage50.0rg ... 713/907-5378
MyGayHouston.com

.............................. MyGayHouston.com/discover
Pet Patrol

. 713-526-4000

ThePetPatrol.org
Planned Parenthood Gulf Coast
............................................ ppgulfcoast.org/Igbtq
Ryan White Planning Council
rWpCHOUSTON.OFG w.ovvoeeeevveereens 713-572-3724

COMPUTERS/INTERNET/IT SERVICES
Copy.com
1201-F Westheimer..........ccccooevenens 713/528-120

CORPORATE/LIFECOACHES
Action Coach
BusinessAsATool.com................... 713/936-3814

ENTERTAINMENT/NIGHT LIFE
Art Factory

gonzalezolivierillc.com................ 713/481-3040
Katine & Nechman LLP

1834 SOUthMOre. ..ovoeeeereeeerrernenns 713/808-1001
Dwane Todd Law Firm

405 Main St., Ste 602 .........cccooueees 713/965-0658
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

Ryan Automotive

AT L — 713/522-3602
Tech Auto Maintenance

37 WaUGh Dr..oeeeeeeevmnmrrreeeeeeeeeenns 713/863-8244
AUTOMOTIVE SALES

Central Houston Cadillac/Tony Mcclelland
PEPNVETI IR 832/981-7590

Fred Haas Toyota World/ Jim Wilkinson
20400 I-45 North, Spring ...........VIP@FredHaasToyota.com

Helfman Jeep/Bryon Crombie

7720 Katy FWY....ovreereeernnnnereersnnns 713/213-6941
Knapp Chevrolet/Ben Webster

814 Houston Ave........ccoceermmvernnns 979/533-4363
BAKERIES/CUSTOM CAKES

Acadian Bakers

604 W. Alabama..............cceevveeeeeeens 713/520-1484

David Alcorta Catering
davidalcorta.net...
Dessert Gallery

832/439-0224

DessertGallery.com.........cccoeeee 713-522-9999
CATERING SERVICES

Capitol Beverage

2305 DUNAVY ..coovreevrreeeerianns 832/788-1586
David Alcorta Catering
davidalcorta.net..........occccceeeeeennnns 832/439-0224
Jim Benton of Houston Catering

2811 Eastman ........ccccoeeeeveeerrneenes 713/802-2860
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artfactoryhouston.com
Alley Theatre

615 Texas Ave.. ..alleytheatre.org

Anderson Cooper & Andy Cohen Live

Ticketmaster.com .............ccooeeeneens 800/745-3000
Island (

galveston.com

George Country Sports Bar

617 FAINVIEW cooovvcevvereeeersssnsneens 713/528-8102
Houston Eagle

611 Hyde Park.......cccoccccrrees HoustonEagle.com
JR’s/Santa Fe

808 PaCifiC.......comrrrerrereeeerrrreeeennenns 713/521-2519
La Granja Disco Y Cantina

5505 Pinemont Dr.............ccoeeenneene 713/518-6753

Lake Charles
Visitlakecharles.org/greattimes....800/456-7952
Midtown Houston

............................................ Midtownhouston.com
Miller Outdoor Theatre
MillerOutdoorTheatre.com.......... 281/373-3386
Pearl Bar

4216 Washington .................. PearlHouston.com

OutSmartMagazine.com

Rainbow on the Green
.. discoverygreen.com/rainbow
Round Top Festival Institute

248 Jaster R .........oveeeeeeeeeeeenennnnns 979/249-3129
Society For The Performing Arts
SPAHOUStON.OTG....ovvvveeerseeeeereenes 713/227-4772
Stages Theatre

StagesTheatre.com ... 713-527-0123
Theatre Southwest
Thearesouthwest.org................ 713/661-9505
Theatre Under The Stars

800 Bagby, Suite 200.........cccoo....... tuts.com/out

The Compound Antique Show

2550 S. State Hwy 237...Roundtopcompound.com
Tony’s Corner Pocket

817 W. Dallas......cccceewwemmrmmeererreeens 832/722-7658

EMPLOYMENT/STAFF RECRUITING
The Z Firm / Poppi Melera

WWW.Zfirm-Us.cm ......ceceeeeeeeeennennns 713-877-8583
ESTATE SALES

Stuart Estate Sales
StuartEstates.com............oeemneeens 832/652-4805
FERTILITY/GYNECOLOGY

Aspire Fertility
AspireFertility.com

FINANCIAL PLANNING/BANKS

Richard Dickson/Galene Financial

..713/425-3003

1700 W Loop S, Ste 255 ......ccuueeee 713/489-4322
Grace Yung/Midtown Financial
3355 Alabama, Ste 180................. 713/355-9833

FITNESS CLUBS/PERSONAL TRAINERS
Club Houston

2205 Fannin .... ..713/659-4998
FIT
Fithouston.com..........cccouuvveuuerienns 713/529-1515
FOOD/SPECIALTY & SPIRITS
DASH Handmaid Vodka

dashvodka.com
Deep Eddy Vodka

deepeddyvodka.com

Dripping Springs
................................... drippingspringsvodka.com

HAIR/NAIL/MAKE-UP SALONS
Green Apple Salon

719 W. Gray St....oveeeeeerrreernns 713/5212-0500
NU-Cuts Hair Salon

515 Westheimer ... 713/524-7858
Q The Salon

Qthesalon.com.......eeereeeeeeerren 713/807-0000
HEALTH - AGE MANAGEMENT

Share Wellness & MediSpa/Dr. John Share
4011 Richmond Ave.............e.... 713/621-8200

HEALTH CARE-COUNSELING/THERAPY
D. “Woodja” Flanigan, MS, LPA

2600 SW Fwy, Ste 409 ......cccouuueee 713/589-9804
Champion Counseling/

Yvonne Champion, LCSW, CGP
ChampionCounseling.com........832/6543-5168
Denise 0’Doherty, LPC, LMFT, LCDC, RN

3131 Eastside St., Ste. 435.......... 713/524-9525
Dr. Barry F. Gritz, MD

230 Westcott, Ste 210 .......cccouveeeee 713/869-7400

Dr. Daniel Garza, MD

3131 Eastside St, Ste 4.............. 15281/610-8190

Jeffrey Myles/JM Professional Services
713/447-2164

The Montrose Center

401 Branard......oeeceeeeeeeeeeevesnenns 713/529-0037
Psynergy Psychological Associates

Dr. Catherine Boswell, Psychologist

Victoria Jones, MEd, MA, LPC-S

Psynergypsych.com........ccccccoumuees 713/724-7050
Robert Sneligrove, LMSW-ACP

4617 Montrose, Ste C206............. 713/522-7014
Christine Wysong

230 Westcott, Ste 210 .......cccouveeee 713/869-7400
HEALTH CARE-DENTISTS

Bayou City Smiles/Marcus de Guzman, DDS
2313 Edwards St., Ste. 150............. 713/518-1411

Bayou City Smiles/ Cynthia Corral, DDS
2313 Edwards St., Ste 150............ 713/518-1411
Cory Logan, DDS

530 Waugh Dr........cceeemmmrenerreeeees 713/942-8598
LifeSmiles by Randy Mitchmore, DDS
1722 W. Alabama......ccoocccceeeeeeennnns 713/592-9300

Orthotex/Dr. Zane Haider, DMD MS
Orthotexsmiles.com... ...281/937-2540
Montrose Dental Group/Samuel A. Carrell, DDS

620 W Alabama............eeeeeeeeeees 713/529-4364
Montrose Dental Group/Austin T. Faulk, DDS
620 W Alabama...........oossreeeeeeeeens 713/529-4364
Montrose Dental Group/Bruce W. Smith, DDS
620 W Alabama.......ccoovveeveummnreeens 713/529-4364
HEALTH CARE/COLON/RECTAL CARE
Texas Oncology Surgical Specialists

7400 Fannin St., Set 1295.............. 832/932-1720

HEALTH CARE-ORTHODONTISTS
Orthotex/Dr. Zane Haider, DMD, MS
Orthotexsmiles.com... ...281/937-2540
2540 FM 2920, Spring ...281/937-2540
11942 Barker Cypress, Cypress....281/937-2540

HEALTH CARE-EMERGENCY CENTERS
Elite Care 24 Hour Emergency Center

2500 Rice Blvd. ..713/527-4400
2530 Gulf Fwy. 281/337-7500
20000 Dallas Pkwy., Ste. 100.......972/378-7878
SignatureCare Emergency Centers

1007 Westheimer ...281/709-2897
1925 TC Jester.
1014 Wirt Rd
Additional locations

HEALTH CARE-FOOT/ ANKLE SPECIALISTS
Sole Aesthetic/Dr. Vanessa T. Barrow
Soleaesthetictx.com.................... 713/666-9934

HEALTH CARE-HIV/STD TESTING
Avenue 360
AVENUE360.07G.....crreerrrrrrerrssennans 713/426-0027

Legacy Community Health
............................... LegacyCommunityHealth.org

HEALTH CARE-OPHTHALMOLOGISTS
Houston Eye Associates/Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD
5420 Dashwood, Ste 101.............. 713/668-9118

HEALTH CARE-OPTOMETRISTS
Boutique Eye Care

2502 Woodhead . ...713/528-2010
Eye Contact

2055 Westheimer ... 713/520-6600
Eye Gallery

1806B Westheimer

1700 Post Oak Blvd, Ste 110..

Eye To Eye

432 W 19th s 713/864-8822
Montrose Eye Care/ Dr. Paul Lovero

520 Waugh D ........oceeeeeerrcercsrinnenns 713/352-0974
Spectacles on Montrose

4317 Montrose, Ste. 2 .......coeevevennee 713/529-3937

HEALTH CARE/PHARMACIES

Avita Pharmacy

AvitaPharmacy.com ..............cc.... 713/489-4362
Legacy Pharmacy
LegacyCommunityHealth.org/services/pharmacy/

HEALTH-PHYSICAL THERAPY

Crom Rehabilitation/Dr. Roy Rivera
Cromrehab.com.......coouvvvvveensrennns 713/868-2766
E=Motion Sports Therapy
EmotionSportsTherapy.com......707/948-6480

HEALTH CARE-PHYSICIANS
Octavio Barrios, MD
507 West Gray
7106 Spencer Highway .. .
Gordon Crofoot, MD/Crofoot M
3701 Kirby, 5t€.1230.......cccceerrennnns 713/526-0005

Abel Flores, MD/Crofoot MD
3701 Kirby, Ste.1230........ccccceeeens 713/526-0005

M. Sandra Scurria, MD
6565 West Loop South, Ste 300..281/661-5901
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Derek Smith, AGPCNP-BC/Crofoot MD
3701 Kirby, Ste.1230.......ccccccceuuener 713/526-0005

Maggie White,MPH FNP-BC AAHIVS/
Gordon Crofoot
3701 Kirby Dr., Ste.1230.............. 713/526-0005

HEALTH CARE-PRODUCTS

Avicenna’s Ultra-Premium CBD Tinctures
avicenna-labs.com

HEALTH CARE/PLASTIC SURGEONS
West Ave Plastic Surgery/Forrest Roth, MD
westaveplasticsurgery.com......... 713/559-9300

HEALTH CARE-SERVICES

Avenue 360

AVeNUE360.0rG......cveurereerrrrrnennes 713/426-0027
GAINSWave Treatment for ED
practice.gainswave.com/stevenfein.. 281/487-0812
Harris County Public Health
Publichealth.harriscountytx.gov.713/439-6293
Houston Health Department

PensHouston.org

Legacy Community Health
LegacyCommunityHealth.org.... 832/548 5000

Ryan White Planning Council

RWPCHOUStON.OFG.....ovvueereeeear 713/572-3784
St. Hope Foundation
offeringhope.org...........ccceuue 713/778-1300
UT Hearts

713/486-2736
HEALTH CARE-SKIN CARE
Heights Dermatology/Alpesh Desai, MD
2120 Ashland........ccoooeeeereeeeennnns 713/864-2650
Share Wellness & MediSpa/Dr. John Share
4011 Richmond Ave.......ccuccerruns 713/621-8200
Skin Renaissance Laser/Octavio Barrios, MD
507 West Gray......coeemmmennneens 713/942-7546
The Skin Renewal Center
1512 West Alabama..............cceeeees 713/533-0800

HEALTH CARE/VEIN CENTERS

Vein Center Houston
5585 Weslayan St.........cceeeeeer .713/349-8346

HEALTH CARE-WEIGHT LOSS CLINICS
Dr. B-Fit/ Octavio Barrios, MD

517 West Gray .........coceeeeeeeseeeeeseenns 713/942-7546
HOME BUILDERS

Colina Homes

Colinahomes.com. ........cccoouvvuunen. 281/463-0355

HOME FURNISHINGS/ACCESSORIES

Cantoni

9889 Westheimer ........ooceeeeeeeeens cantoni.com
coda
355 W 19t coueeceeeeesecenssesseennnns 713/864-4411

Fountains and Statuary
11804 Hempstead Rd
Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams

...713/957-3672

4091 Westheimer..........oocoonee. 832/397-5130
INTERIOR DESIGN SERVICES

Brad Brandt Designs

BradBrandtDesigns.com .............. 281/216-7849

Dream by MJS Interiors
5120 Woodway Dr., Ste. 4020......713/999-1222

INSURANCE AGENCIES/AGENTS

Lane Lewis/Farmers Insurance

2200 North Loop W, Ste 136 ......713/688-8669
Patrick Torma/Goosehead Insurance

3420 Rusk, Ste. 22 ..., 281/723-1294
JEWELERS

Select Jewelers

2221 S. V0SS Rd ...coovrrreeerreneeernnns 713/789-3359
Silverlust

1338-C Westheimer...
Tenenbaum Jewelers
4310 Westheimer..........cocooccenees 713/629-7444
Zadok Master Jewelers

1749 Post Oak Blvd....

713/520-5440

..713/960-8950

LANDSCAPING/GARDENING
Joshua’s Native Plants & Antiques
502 W. 18th St...ooeeeeeeecereeenennnnns 713/862-7444

ADVERTISERS INDEX

LIFE COACHING
seEQmore
SeEQMOre.com.......euvuunneccerrennns 832/495-1441

MASSAGE THERAPISTS
Ryan Fugate, RMT
RyanMassageWorks.com............. 713/269-7926

MEDIA/TELEVISION

KPRC 2

............................................... click2houston.com
PERSONAL TRAINERS

Michael Shallis

Body Evolution.com.. ...281/881-8599

PEST CONTROL SERVICES
Andy’s All Star Pest Control

713/732-7742

PET SERVICES & SUPPLIES

Bayou City Veterinary Hospital

4720 Washington..............cce 713/343-9909
The Dog House Pet Salon

6434 Washington .. 713/820-6140
5917 Richmond ..TheDogHousePS.com
Midtown Veterinary Hospital
MidtownVetHospital.com.
Natural Pawz

208 Westheimer............ccoo... naturalpawz.com
Pet Patrol

... 713-528-4900

ThePetPatrol.org
Spay-Neuter Assistance Program

SNAPUS.OTG. .ccerrvvverrrrmeasssrrrreeereeeees 713/862-3863
The Ruff—House Cage Free Daycare & Boarding
712 FQITVIEW..e.veeeeeeeeeereeeeeervienne 713/521-7877
West Alabama Animal Clinic

2030 W. Alabama...........cccouerrrrrnnnee 713/528-0818

PHOTOGRAPHERS
Dalton DeHart Photography
DaltonDehart.com
Yvonne Feece Photography

yvonnefeece.com ........wmwennns 832/876-1053

PHOTOGRAPHY
Houston Camera Exchange
5900 Richmond Ave........ccocoeevvvenes 713/789-6901

PLUMBING
U-Plumb-It Plumbing Supply
1424 Montrose ...

Village Plumbing & Appliance
LY TE S 1V R— 713/224-DRIP(3747)

POOLS & POOL SERVICES
Venture Pools

...713/622-2202

713/447-9201

POLITICIANS
Nelvin Adriatico for Council J
Adriatico4).com
Shelley Kennedy for City Council District C

. .. KennedyForHouston.com
Senator John Whitmire

senate.texas.gov

PRINTING/COPY CENTERS
Copy.com
1201-F Westheimer.........ccooocouunenee 713/528-1201

PSYCHIC READERS
Readings by LA
readingbyLA.COM ... 832/856-2188

RADIO STATIONS
Channel Q/95.7 HD2

Radio.com

REAL ESTATE-MORTGAGE/TITLE

J. Friedman Mortgage
JFriedmanLoans.com....713/785-LOAN (5626)
Chicago Title —Inner Loop

3700 Buffalo Speedway................ 713/418-7000
Keith Russell/Republic State Mortgage

2121 Sage Road, Ste 140.............. 713/299-4981

REAL ESTATE-REALTORS

Tim Anthony/Anthony Upton Properties
AnthonyUptonProperties.com...713/528-0050

Brooks Ballard/Engel & Volkers

309 GraY oeeevveeeeeeessssnssssseeessssnnnes 713/522-7474
David Bowers/The House Company/Galveston
David@DavidBowers.com.......... 409/763-2800

Tina Burgos/Inverness Realty Group

TinaSellsHouston.com................... 713/562-3149
Circa Real Estate
350 W. 19th St.,Ste. D.....oeevrverrennnee 713/862-1101

Jeremy Fain/Greenwood King Properties
713/677-4337

Karen Derr/Karen Derr Realty

karenderr.com ... ....713/875-7050
Clayton Katz/Compass
COMPASS.COM.cuurrvvrrrmnrrerrsssnnreesens 832/512-2180
Ed Melchor/Sotheby’s

edmelchor.com .....eceeeeeeeennnnns 713/851-0912
Martha Turner Properties
Marthaturner.com.......ooo..ccoeeeees 713/520-1981
Thomas Phillips/KW Memorial
t.phillips@kw.com.......cccoovvvvveennns 832/305-7848

Alexander Webb/Coldwell Banker
2 Greenway Plaza, Ste 150......... .832/306-7078

Debbie Levine/Greenwood King Properties
713/942-6857
Lynette Lew/Better Homes and Gardens
LynetteLew.com.........oereereumnnnens 713/582-2202
Ashton Martini/Compass

832/878-7686

Danny Pleason/Martha Turner
Dannypleason.com ... 832/661-1502
Tom Schwenk/Tom’s Galveston Real Estate
Tomsgalvestonrealestate.com.....713-857-2309
VJ Tramonte/Joe Tramonte Realty

1802 Broadway/Galveston.......... 409/765-9837
B. Kent Turner/Coldwell Banker
479/363-6586
Calvin Upton/Anthony Upton Properties
AnthonyUptonProperties.com... 713/528-0050
Andy Weber/John Daugherty Realtors

520 POSt 08K......oovveveeeerrvveernrveenennns 713/724-4306

RELOCATIONS SPECIALISTS
M E Relocation
MERelocation.com ............ccccoueee. 713/344-0035

RESTAURANTS/COFFEE/WINE BARS
Acadian Bakers

604 W.AIQbaMA .....ooooerreecerrrennenns 713/520-1484
Bollo Houston Wood Fired Pizza

2202 W Alabama St............eeeeeeeeee 713/677-0391
Dessert Gallery
DessertGallery.com............cccccoeee. 713-522-9999
Eugene’s

L LRI (o 11 SO —— 713/807-8883

Free Grillin’/Chef Michele
832/419-0165

Giacomo’s Cibo e Vino
3215 Westheimer.............ccooeeeeeeens 713/522-1934
Gloria’s Latin Cuisine
2616 Louisiana...
Hamburger Mary’s

....832/360-1710

2409 Grant....ooeeevmeerseesssseenesnens 713/677-0674
Indika

516 WesStheimer ............eeuvmeeeeeeens 713/524-2170
Jenni’s Noodle House

3111 S. Shepherd.......cooorrrreeceeeenr 713/523-7600

602 E. 20th St. .......
2027 Post Oak Blvd

...713/862-3344

3773 Richmond.. 713/714-8258
Katz’s Deli

616 Westheimer Rd........ katzsneverkloses.com
Khyber Grill

2510 Richmond Ave.............oceeeveees 713/942-9424
Melange Restaurant

311 West Gray. Ste. B................ .832/491-0455
Niko Niko’s

2520 MONEroSe.....coueeereeereeenreeeneen 713/528-4976
Niko Niko’s

1040 W. Sam Houston Prkwy. N .832/981-4976
Pizza Birra Vino

544 Waugh Dr-.... ...832/581-3664
The Red Lion Pub & Eating House

2316 S. Shepherd Dr.........ccovvvveens 281/888-3599
Riva’s Italian Restaurant

1117 MiSSOUKT St..vvvveeeeereeeeeeeeennnns 713/529-3450

OutSmartMagazine.com |

Urban Eats
3414 Washington Ave......... feasturbaneats.com

SCHOOLS
First Christian School
1607 SUNSEL....eocrerrvrerreeesesrisinns 713/526-8125

SPECIALTY RETAIL

Phoenicia Specialty Foods
1001 Austin St ..phoeniciafoods.com

Spec’s Wines, Sp Finer Foods
Specsonling.CoM.........uuuwewermreeerreens 713/526-8787
TATTOO PARLORS

Electric Chair
8722 Richmond. ...713/780-3500

TELEPHONES/CELL/WIRELESS
Premier Wireless
12220 MUIphY ...oooeeeeerreeeeeeeeeeenees 281/575-8500

TRAVEL/TRAVEL AGENCIES
Aquafest
Aquafestcruises.com.

Concierge Travel, Inc

4920 MiMOSA..evvvrsreerrrrereeeeesssssssnens 713/661-2117
Lake Charles

Visitlakecharles.org/greattimes. 800/456-7952
Visit Palestine

Visitplaestine.com ... 800/659-3484

WEDDING SERVICES/BAKERS

Acadian Bakers

...800/592-9058

604 W. Alabama........coccceermereeennns 713/520-1484
David Alcorta Catering
davidalcorta.net..................cceees 832/439-0224

Dessert Gallery
DessertGallery.com...

....713-522-9999

WEDDING SERVICES/CATERERS
David Alcorta Catering

davidalcorta.net...........ccooeeevevvees 832/439-0224
Jim Benton of Houston Catering
2811 Eastman .......cc..coueveemereernnnens 713/802-2860

WEDDING SERVICES/PHOTO/VIDEO
Dalton DeHart Photography

DaltonDehart.com.........cc..cvmmnrnees 713/622-2202
Yvonne Feece-Tran Photography
yvonnefeece.com ... 832/876-1053

WEDDING SERVICES/SERVICES
Bradley David Entertainment

204 Marshall St. #5............cccrrmn 713/487-6076
Darker Side DJs
darkersidedjs.com............cccccooun. 281/542-3555

Harmony Strings String Quartet
.................................... www.harmonystrings.com

NURTURE

your LOCAL
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WHO believe IN

EQUALITY.

THANK YOU
FOR SUPPORTING
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ACCOMMODATIONS

MASSAGE AND BODYWORK

SERVICES-CLEANING

Living

SUN. 10:00 AM:
Worship Service

WED. 7:00 PM:
Bible Study

401 Brana

¥

Real help. 8aw'r¥e’r"“’"“

(@)
P Homelech
[n-Home
=9 832.496.9246

iFullyjFurnished Corporate Apartments®}
g N A

(/////( /(I/‘é/(// & (1/’)////;)

Now hiring bartenders,
cooks and cocktail servers
Bacco is an indoor/outdoor wine and
spirits bar featuring 2 large outdoor
patios and cozy rooms inside to enjoy
your favorite wine, cheese plates, piz-

zas, sandwiches and more.

We are looking to hire friendly
faces. Bartenders should have some
knowledge of wine. Cocktail and food
servers deliver food and beverages
in main building as well as Carriage
House and outdoor patios.

Cooks should be able to make food
such as pizza, salad, sandwiches as
well as cook specialty items on cer-
tain nights and days such as lobster,
steak or work our Sunday Brunch.

Bacco Wine Garden & Spirits
3611 Montrose Blvd.

Apply in person Monday
through Friday 4pm -7pm

936.443.1975 | ADAMSKID

ADAM SKIDMORE

LM.T.
PAIN RELIEF &
RELAXATION
CERTIFIED IN:

Medical Massage, Structural

Integration, Deep Tissue,
Myofascial Release

Out~Smart

LGBTQ

Advertising
Sales Executives

Successful candidates must
be organized, self-motivated,
energetic, outgoing, creative
and goal-oriented. Previous
experience in advertising and
marketing sales preferred.
Salary+Commission, health
benefits program included.

Email resume to: Employment @
OutSmartMagazine.com
Attn: Greg Jeu, Publisher.

Let OutSmart help
you find your next

best employee!

Place your ad today.
713/520-7237 ext. 710

HEALTH AND WELLNESS

Biofield Tuning
with Rr:mdy Becker

und fo
e siress
and helpiyou
reach your
highest potential.

Learn more at:

BiofieldTuningHouston.com

MASSAGE AND BODYWORK

SWEDISH
MASSAGE

DEEP TISSUE
THAI
FACIALS

JOSH BRISENO

214.883.0299 In & Outcalls

160 OCTOBER2019 | OutSmartMagazine.com

Idle hands are the devil’s
workshop. Find new clients
for your massage business

in OutSmart!

Call 713/520-7237 for ad rates

SALE OR LEASE

GALVENTON

513 9th $219,500
2/2/2 Raised East End cottage
11/2 blocks to UTMB

1718 Church $489,500
4/3/1plus 3 apartments
Circa 1887 East End

2115 Postoffice $372,500
Kress Condo
2nd Floor 2,390 Sq Ft (CAD)
with two car garage.
Downtown Galveston

2207 Postoffice #206 $329,000
2/2 Eibands Condo. Elegant!
Carport. Downtown Galveston

Tt

C(I;IOUSE

MEAL ESTATE BROKERS

David Bowers
david@davidbowers.com
409-763-2800

HOME CLEANING

EVERY TWO WEEKS
ACCEPTING
2 NEW CLIENTS

CALL LOYAL
713-705-6125

Kahn's Oriental
Rug Washing
Family Owned Since 1954

Pet Odor & Stain Specialist
Hand Washing & Restoration

Haroon Khan, Director

713.960.8200

Pet Walks
&
House Sitting
Call Loyal & Bill
713-705-6125
BONDED & INSURED BY SCOTTSDALE INSURANCE

Your Pet's Favorite Uncles

_m@l & @ &

ALL
HLCCESS

FREE'

713.590.9090

otHer ciTies 1.877.510.3344

HARDLINECHAT.COM

TN

MARKETPLACE
ADVERTISING RATES

OCT. 15 for the NOV. Issue.

For rates/information
call 713/520-7237 ext. 710.
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become outspoken about the “right” path
to take. In the latter part of the month, you
will be able to connect with others and
find common goals to make your journey
better. Toward the very end of the month,
reconnecting with old business partners,
former lovers, and old friends can be

very helpful to you. Make the most of this
opportunity!

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
Expanding your education and knowledge
base are priorities this month. You may
feel more social and want to get out and
share your views with others. This is a
good time to promote your services or
talents. Writing, teaching, and continuing
your education are enhanced this month.
You have a message to get out, and you
want to share it with others. Toward

the end of last month you began to look
more closely at your long-term career
and security goals. This idea gets a big
boost toward the middle of this month,
and will only get stronger over the next
few months. You are expecting more from
yourself, and you may feel limited by your
current environment. Mercury retrograde
impacts your career sector at the end of
the month. Be ready to take a look back

at where you have been, and at any
possible errors that were made. Mercury
retrograde allows us to correct our
problems, so take advantage of that
energy.

PISCES (Feb. 19-Mar. 20)

October brings some peace and less
activity to the Mermaids and Mermen.
Last month had you feeling overwhelmed,
so this month you are very selective about
the people you allow into your life. You will
purposely be avoiding negative types and
naysayers, since your tolerance for these
folks continues to be very low. Thisis a
very good month to spend time with your
partner and reestablish the emotional
commitment you've both made. If you are
single, you will need some companion-
ship, even if that is with a close friend.
Toward the end of the month you are more
open about your views and ideas. If you
are a writer, this is a great time to get your
work published. You will be more ready

to get back into the day-to-day aspects

of reality. There are some new opportuni-
ties developing to make new friends or
connect with community projects. You
may be drawn to more of that by the end
of the month.

Formore astro-insight, log on to
lillyroddy.com.

Voted Houstons best
massage therapist,

2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2014,
2015, 2016, 2017, 2018 & 2019!
-outsmart magazine

Right now_is the perfect opportunity
% T0 BE PROUD OF WHO YOU-ARE

*

Thank you again
to my OutSmart

X 10 BE COMPASSIONATE 10
YOURSELF AND OTHERS

* TOSHOW GRATITUDE TO" THOSE
YOU LOVE AND TRULY APPRECIATE

readers for voting me
Best Astrologer for
all of these years”

*

OutSmartMagazine.com

voren sed1 ASTROLOGER
by OutSmart Readers

LILLY RODDY

ASTROLOGER
> Personal astrological sessions
¥ Relationship readings = personal / business

K Presentations & lectures to organizations

lillycath@aol.com » www.lillyroddy.com
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Get Projects Started Now

SIGN 0UT

By LILLY RODDY
Illustration by JANIEWHATEVA

You can focus on unfinished projects later.

ercury goes retro-
grade on October
26,and will re-
maininretrograde
until November
25. Get your projects started
before that time, or you may expe-
rience delays and blocks later. We
are more aware of who we should
trust, as well as our resources
and the loyalty and commitment
from those around us. During the
retrograde, focus on unfinished
projects and on reconnecting
with friends and clients from your
past. * Good days this month are
October13,14,15,19, 20, 21, and
25.Daysto stay in bed are October
1,3,7,12,27,28,and 31.

ARIES (Mar. 21-Apr. 19)

Relationships, commitments, and invest-
ments are very active in your life this
month. This is a good month to talk about
future goals, renewing your bonds, and
rooting out problems. If you are single,
this is also a good time to meet new folk
if you are interested. Your career sector is
very active. If you are unhappy with where
you are, you are looking for new hunting
grounds. For some, this can be a time to
start something new or retire from what
you have been doing. This career energy
continues to get stronger through Febru-
ary 2020. You are ready to act on your
impulses this month!

TAURUS (Apr. 20-May 20)

As the month begins, you are improving
both your surroundings at work and your
workplace relationships. If you are having
difficulties, you are bringing them to the
surface so they can be dealt with. This
month is an especially good time to pay
attention to your health and your fitness
regimen. By midmonth, your focus shifts
to partnerships. You are open to creating
new relationships, both business and
personal, but you have little or no toler-
ance for game-players or people who want
you all to themselves. This is also a good
month for travel, expanding your educa-
tional base, journaling, and looking at new
investments. At the end of the month, it's a
good time to connect with old friends!
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GEMINI (May 21-June 21)

The first half of October is a creative and
playful time. This can be a good period for
avacation, spending more time with your
children, or improving your creative skills.
Relationships are continuing to improve. If
you are single, this is a good time to look
for potential partners. If you are involved,
this is a great time to reconfirm your
commitment. Your current career direction
is not as satisfying, and you are looking
for something that fits you better. In the
latter half of the month, you are back to
your normal work and life routines. Details
are much more important in the latter half
of the month. There could be some office
renovations happening at the end of the
month!

CANCER (June 22-July 22)

This is a busy time for the Crabs, with all
sorts of activities taking place at home
and with your family! You may be called
to a family reunion or to referee a fight
between relatives. You may also be work-
ing on your home and making it a better
place to live. You will be very protective of
your family and home this month. The lat-
ter half of the month will be a creative and
lively time for you. This is a much better
time to enjoy a getaway, or just reconnect
to your inner child and have more fun.
Overall, you are still reworking your career
path and your relationship commitments.
If they are working for you, you are fixing
them; otherwise, you are eliminating
them. Your personal boundaries are being
emphasized.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

Your daily chores and activities are being
emphasized this month. You may feel
that you just have to get these projects
completed. Your communications are
clear, even if your message is not always
a friendly one. This is a good time to
reconnect with siblings or friends from
your early life. You are continuing to work
on improving your health and your work
environment. There could be big changes
going on at work, possibly with your
current office or business location being
relocated. In the latter part of the month,
you are making sure your home is a more
comfortable place. This is a good month
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LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 23)

it

Happy Birthday to the Librans—the relationship artists, the diplomats, and

the peacekeepers. This is your yearly review of activities, as well as the time
to set new goals and directions for yourself. With relationships, this is a time
to renew bonds and make sure both of you are pulling in the same direction.
Home and family can be very demanding this month. You may have to make
some hard decisions. This is a good month for home repairs or getting new
furnishings. You are careful in your choices and want to get your money's
worth. In the latter part of the month, finances and self-worth will become the
issues you focus on. This is an innovative part of the month—a time for you to
take a leadership role at work or even start your own business. You are looking

for renewal in this area of your life.

to entertain at home, or just to enjoy your
family connections. Career becomes more
important as we proceed through the
month.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

Your finances are under the spotlight this
month as you examine where you spend
your money and look at ways to improve
your current circumstances. There is a
strong impulse to spend this month, but
try to be practical about it! Partnerships
take on a greater meaning, and you

may be reviewing the conditions of your
commitments. Your energy levels remain
strong through the entire month. You are
feeling more confident and ready to ad-
dress some of the projects you have been
avoiding. In the latter half of the month,
you are more open and direct about

your point of view. This is a better time

to communicate your needs, goals, and
expectations. Your passion and commit-
ment will show!

SCORPIO (0ct. 24-Nov. 21)

As the month opens, you are in a period

of rest and retreat. You are connecting to
your spiritual life and asking questions
about the meaning and purpose of life.
Early October is ideal for a spa retreat, a
week at the lake or beach, or curling up
with a good book and enhancing your
fantasy life. You are more sensitive to your
environment, and you should be careful
about who you let in. Crowded settings
will make you want to run in the other
direction. Your energy does shift by mid-
month, when you'll be a bit more prepared
to face the world again. This will become

self-evident by the end of the month.
Mercury, our communicator and organizer,
is going retrograde in your sign. Use that
retrograde period to finish up those old
projects and connect with old friends,
colleagues, and existing clients.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
Your activity level and the demands on
your time slow down some this month.
Last month, you probably found yourself
overcommitted and needing some time
and space to yourself. You are more
guarded about that this month. This
continues to be a strong social time, but
you will want to connect that energy to
your business or career development.
Friends and business associates can be
very supportive and helpful with your
projects and goals. Relationships are still
very positive, whether you are involved or
single. Toward the end of the month, you
are ready for some rest and retreat as you
become more connected to your spiritual
side. This is a better time for yoga, medita-
tion, and expanding your views about the
universe. Under all of this, your career
drive continues to strengthen.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

Like last month, this month is an especially
active time for the Old Sea Goats. Career
and long-term security are tops on your
list. For some, this is a time of starting your
own business, revamping the one you are
in, or possibly retiring to do something to-
tally different. You are looking for a deeper
meaning and purpose to your life. You are
ready to take on a leadership role as you

CONTINUED ON PAGE 161
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PRESERVING DECADES OF
HOUSTON LGBTQ HISTORY!

Help us fund the digitization and cataloging of over
a million community photos by making a donation at

DaltonDeHart.com

IDEAL FOR SUMMER INTERNS

When business or pleasure brings you
to Houston for a month or more,
why not make L’Emerson your address?
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+ Ideally situated in the
Montrose-Midtown area.
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Tom Fricke, Proprietor

210 Emerson Street * Houston, Texas 77006
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401 BRANARD STREET | HOUSTON, TEXAS 77006 | MoNTRosecenterors / 13.529.0037
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On August 19, an investiture for Judge Lesley Briones
for the Harris County Civil Court At Law No. 4 was
held at the County Courthouse. Pictured are Ben
Montalbano, Judge Lesley Briones, and Judge Jim
Kovach.

SCENE OUT

Photos by
DALTON DEHART & EDGARDO AGUILAR

"Night of Bliss" event. Pictured are staff members
with attendees.

On August 24, the Texas Chiropractic College held a
graduation ceremony. Pictured are (I-r) Ashley Landof,
Laken Stamps, Jaymee Broussard, and Chad Cherry.

On September 9, a preview of Michael Collins' “The
Reliquaries Series” was held at the Collins Compound.
Pictured are Alton Delaney, Kirk Baxter, Alden Clark,
Gayle and Michael Collins, Deborah Melanson, and
Brandon Brown.

On September 11, the Houston LGBT Chamber
honored first-responders with HPD Chief Art Aceveda
at Houston Media Source. Pictured are Roy Alvarez Jr,,
Officer Ann Waltman, Sergeant Yadira Estrada, Officer
Ricardo Salas, Tammi Wallace, former Assistant Chief
Debra Schmidt, Roger Palomino, Officer April Palatino,
and Sergeant Alexandra Magnan.

On September 13, the Harris County Democratic
Lawyers Association held a continuing-education
event at Univision, with professor Warren Binford of
the Willamette University College of Law discuss-
ing the Mexican border crisis. Pictured are Professor
Binford with presenters and attendees.
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On September 9, Pride Houston held its WorldPride 2023
party at Pearl Bar, celebrating Houston becoming an
offical 2023 candidate city. Pictured are Jojo Martinez,
Dani Alzate, Paige Pitonyak, and Kayla Curran.

A Democratic Presidential Debate Watch Party was held
at Chapman & Kirby on September 12. Pictured are guest
speaker District Attorney Kim Ogg and Annise Parker
with Democratic supporters.

On September 14, Latinas Rising hosted a "Queer Latinx
2019" panel discussion at the Montrose Center. Pictured
are Iris Rodriquez, Ella Chino, Maria Trevifio-Rodriguez,
Edna Mojica, Andrea Segovia, Melissa Allala, Ali Lozano,
Frances Valdez, and Sol Thomas.

The "20, 30, 40 and More"” GCam fundraiser hosted by
Bear Buck was held at Tony's Corner Pocket. Pictured
are (standing) Bruce Reeves, Loyd Powell, Regina
Dane, Viola DeGradable Dion-Debris, Alton Howard,
Wesley Hess; (sitting) Michael G. Clayton, Tootsie Zeis,
and Judy Reeves.

On September 12, a screening of the Outery docu-
series episode four, “In Transition,” was held at the
River Oaks Theatre. Pictured are Kimberly Thomas,
lan Haddock, Mia Ryan, Kennedy Loftin, and Nathan
Maxey.

On September 24, Lambda NextGen hosted their
monthly Happy Hour at Archway Gallery. Pictured

are (front), James Spear, Chris Cantu, Erika Richie,
Elizabeth England, Marcia Barnett, (back) Nicholas
Guidry, Mia Mundy, Avery Belyeu, and Dan Knechtges.
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Experience why OutSmart readers voted
Legacy Pharmacy as Best Pharmacy 2019.

3811 Lyons Avenue
COMMUNITY HEALTH Houston, TX 77006 Houston, TX 77020

(713) 665 8800 (713) 366 7400

L E G ACY Legacy Pharmacy - Montrose Legacy Pharmacy - Lyons
E 1415 California Street

Caring and supportive Pharmacists | Personalized health coaching | PrEP Rx Assistance | Shorter wait times

One-on-one medication counseling | Health screenings | Vaccinations | Easy prescription refills | Curbside Pickup

LegacyCommunityHealth.org/Pharmacy


http:// legacycommunityhealth.org/pharmacy
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GENERAL & COSMETIC DENTISTRY
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