
HOUSTON'S LGBTQ MAGAZINEJULY ’21

B U I LD I N G
B ROT H ER H O O D

Heavy Hitters Pride 
celebrates larger

men of color
Pg.48

 PO P-C U LT U R E 
EXT R AVAGA N ZA

Cosplayers gear up
for the return of

Comicpalooza
Pg.58

Filmmaker Marcus Pontello 
documents the vibrant 

history of the legendary
gayborhood venue

Pg.52

QU EER I N 
GA LV ESTO N
The Island’s
must-know
people
and places
Pg.36

The

 NUMBERS
Narrative





UNCOMPROMISING 
EXCELLENCE in DENTISTRY

Voted Best Male Dentist: Marcus de Guzman  |  Voted Best Female Dentist: Cynthia Corral

BAYOU CITY SMILES
Cosmetic & General Dentistry

713.518.1411

Veneers, Implants, Esthetic Fillings & Smile Makeover   |   In House Financing
Your Dentist is Certified in Oral Conscious Sedation   |   Most Insurance Accepted 

 FREE Whitening- for Life!

Arts  District @ Sawyer Yards 
2313 Edwards St., Ste. 150

Houston, TX 77007

BAYOUCITYSMILES.COM

CELEBRATING OVER 10 YEARS OF KEEPING HOUSTON SMILING!

Dr. Marcus
de Guzman

Dr. Cynthia Corral

http:// bayoucitysmiles.com


4   JULY 2021  |  OutSmartMagazine.com

J U LY  2 0 2 1

F E A T U R E S

54

36 40 4852

52 COVER STORY
FIERCE FILMMAKER
Marcus Pontello’s new documentary 
is a love letter to Numbers Nightclub

56
IMMERSIVE  
ARTWORK
Galveston Arts Center exhibit  
takes a fresh look at gender norms

48
HEAVY HITTERS
Jovaun P. Hicks empowers local 
LGBTQ men of color and larger size

58
COMICPALOOZA
Queer locals embrace their inner 
geek at this year’s two-day event

QUEER IN GALVESTON

40
RUMORS BAR & GRILL
Todd Slaughter’s Galveston club 
celebrates five years on the Seawall

42
ART INNOVATORS
Galveston Artist Residency  
features nonbinary creatives  
Ian Gerson and Everest Pipkin

54
MONTROSE MAGIC
Numbers Nightclub owners  
and DJs reveal why the  
musical mecca has endured

45
A GALVESTON 
ITINERARY
10 ways to experience 
LGBTQ Island life

36
FABULOUS  
PHILANTHROPIST
Sheila Morton’s Island charity  
gives back to LGBTQ people in need

Houston’s LGBTQ Magazine

82
WIGGING OUT
Kymber DeVine makes waves 
on the Galveston drag scene

http:// outsmartmagazine.com 


VOTED
ONE OF 

THE BEST
DENTISTS!

SAMUEL A. 
CARRELL, DDS 

AUSTIN T.
FAULK, DDS

620 West Alabama  |  Houston, TX 77006
713.529.4364  |   MONTROSEDDS.COM

GENERAL & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

STAY SAFE. STAY HEALTHY.

Most insurance plans accepted.
No insurance? In-house membership plan available.

“I LOVED MY DENTIST SO MUCH, I MARRIED HIM!”

http:// montrosedds.com 


6 JULY 2021 | OutSmartMagazine.com

ON the
COVER
THE NUMBERS NARRATIVE
Filmmaker Marcus Pontello documents the vibrant 
history of the legendary gayborhood venue.
Photography by Gavin Calais

• Board Certified Physicians  
• Average Wait Times of Less than 10 Min 

• Treats of adults, children and infants
• On-Site Testing Laboratory

• On-Site CT Scan and Ultrasound

Visit any of our 11

HOUSTON
LOCATIONS

as well as our Greater Texas facilities

NO WAIT! ALWAYS OPEN 24/7/365

LET US SHOW YOU
THAT YOUR CARE IS
OUR SIGNATURE!

7 13 .859 . 159 1
Cut ,  Co lor,  Ext ens i on s

STUDIO A SALON
s t u d i o A h o u s t o n . c o m

J U L Y  2 0 2 1

D E P A R T M E N T S

Houston’s LGBTQ Magazine

NEWS & COMMENT
12 NEWS

LGBTQ athletes make history during Pride Month; 
HPD Chief Troy Finner discusses LGBTQ policies;
The Mahogany Project, Inc. event on Facebook Live

24 LEFT OUT

26 SMART HEALTH

30 MONEY SMART

32 AN INTERVIEW WITH...
Jessica Fox, Miss Lone Star Houston 2021, 
and Landon J. Fatale, Mr. Lone Star Houston 2021

60 ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
New documentary celebrates a courageous 
Icelandic transgender woman’s odyssey;
Singer Mary Gauthier previews her new book

65 READ OUT
Brian Broome’s memoir ‘Punch Me Up to the Gods’

69 FOOD & DRINK
Galveston’s new LGBTQ-friendly theme bars
Mob, Maze, and Mango’s Beach Club

OUT & ABOUT
20 CALENDAR 
75 BAR/CLUB GUIDE

  76 SIGN OUT     
78 WEDDING GUIDE

ADVERTISERS INDEX
72 ADVERTISERS
74 CLASSIFIEDS MARKETPLACE

      

http:// studioahouston.com 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com 


CAMP HOPE at HOME | JULY 18–23, 2021

UNDERWRITING OPPORTUNITIES

Established 26 years ago, Camp Hope was the first camp for children living 
with HIV in Texas. Camp Hope serves kids ages 7 to 16, and their siblings, from 
marginalized and underserved communities from several states in the South. 
At camp, these amazing kids are given the opportunity to develop life, education, 
work and other important skills that are needed to help manage a life living with 
HIV within a safe, healthy and secure environment.

• Logo/Name recognition in all advertising

• Logo/Name branding at all AFH offices during
Camp Hope promotional period

• Logo/Name in all press releases and public
service announcements

• Recognition on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram,
and LinkedIn Social Media posts

• Logo/Name on Camp Hope T-shirt

• Quote from AFH CEO regarding Camp Hope
for use (non-endorsement purposes only)

• Logo/Name on all Camp Hope emails and
communications

• Use of AIDS Foundation Houston and Camp Hope
logos in communications and marketing
(in accordance with brand standards)

• Recognition in AFH Annual Report, Stewardship
Swag, Letter of Appreciation and Certificate
of Recognition

• Employee Engagement Toolkit

• 2021 Agency Partner Benefits

All Camp Hope at Home ’21 Underwriters receive the following benefits:

Benefits commensurate with sponsorship levels and can be customized and subject to change with mutual agreement

AIDS Foundation Houston – 2021 Camp Hope at Home Underwriter Benefits
Presenting Platinum 

$10K 
Gold 
$5K 

Silver Bronze 

Presenting Underwriter designation on Camp Hope webpage

Logo/Name on AFH main website regarding Camp Hope

Logo/Name rotation on Camp Hope webpage

Opportunity to tell your company’s story on Camp Hope 
webpage and social media

Print Media

Logo/Name on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and LinkedIn 
social media posts

Logo/Name on all Camp Hope printed materials

Digital Media

Inclusion in all Camp Hope social media posts across platforms

Inclusion in digital Camp Hope invitation and welcome documents

Inclusion in all Camp Hope e-communications

Inclusion on Camp Hope webpage

Featured on AFH website banner ad for Camp Hope

Inclusion in Camp Hope social media advertising and marketing

Benefits subject to change with notice and agreement

CampHopeHouston.org

• Logo/Name recognition in all advertising

• Logo/Name branding at all AFH offices during
Camp Hope promotional period

• Logo/Name in all press releases and public
service announcements

• Recognition on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram,
and LinkedIn Social Media posts

• Logo/Name on Camp Hope T-shirt

• Quote from AFH CEO regarding Camp Hope
for use (non-endorsement purposes only)

• Logo/Name on all Camp Hope emails and
communications

• Use of AIDS Foundation Houston and Camp Hope
logos in communications and marketing
(in accordance with brand standards)

• Recognition in AFH Annual Report, Stewardship
Swag, Letter of Appreciation and Certificate
of Recognition

• Employee Engagement Toolkit

• 2021 Agency Partner Benefits

All Camp Hope at Home ’21 Underwriters receive the following benefits:

Benefits commensurate with sponsorship levels and can be customized and subject to change with mutual agreement

AIDS Foundation Houston – 2021 Camp Hope at Home Underwriter Benefits

Category Benefit Presenting 
$20K

Platinum 
$10K 

Gold 
$5K 

Silver 
$3K

Bronze 
$1,500

Presenting Underwriter designation on Camp Hope webpage 4

Logo/Name on AFH main website regarding Camp Hope Logo Logo Logo Logo Name

Logo/Name rotation on Camp Hope webpage

Opportunity to tell your company’s story on Camp Hope 
webpage and social media

Print Media

Logo/Name on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and LinkedIn 
social media posts

Logo/Name on all Camp Hope printed materials

Digital Media

Inclusion in all Camp Hope social media posts across platforms

Inclusion in digital Camp Hope invitation and welcome documents

Inclusion in all Camp Hope e-communications

Inclusion on Camp Hope webpage

Featured on AFH website banner ad for Camp Hope

Inclusion in Camp Hope social media advertising and marketing

Benefits subject to change with notice and agreement

CampHopeHouston.org

• Logo/Name recognition in all advertising

• Logo/Name branding at all AFH offices during
Camp Hope promotional period

• Logo/Name in all press releases and public
service announcements

• Recognition on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram,
and LinkedIn Social Media posts

• Logo/Name on Camp Hope T-shirt

• Quote from AFH CEO regarding Camp Hope
for use (non-endorsement purposes only)

• Logo/Name on all Camp Hope emails and
communications

• Use of AIDS Foundation Houston and Camp Hope
logos in communications and marketing
(in accordance with brand standards)

• Recognition in AFH Annual Report, Stewardship
Swag, Letter of Appreciation and Certificate
of Recognition

• Employee Engagement Toolkit

• 2021 Agency Partner Benefits

All Camp Hope at Home ’21 Underwriters receive the following benefits:

Benefits commensurate with sponsorship levels and can be customized and subject to change with mutual agreement

AIDS Foundation Houston – 2021 Camp Hope at Home Underwriter Benefits

Category Benefit Presenting 
$20K

Platinum 
$10K 

Gold 
$5K 

Silver 
$3K

Bronze 
$1,500

Presenting Underwriter designation on Camp Hope webpage 4

Logo/Name on AFH main website regarding Camp Hope

Logo/Name rotation on Camp Hope webpage

Opportunity to tell your company’s story on Camp Hope 
webpage and social media

Print Media

Logo/Name on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and LinkedIn 
social media posts

Logo/Name on all Camp Hope printed materials

Digital Media

Inclusion in all Camp Hope social media posts across platforms

Inclusion in digital Camp Hope invitation and welcome documents

Inclusion in all Camp Hope e-communications

Inclusion on Camp Hope webpage

Featured on AFH website banner ad for Camp Hope

Inclusion in Camp Hope social media advertising and marketing

Benefits subject to change with notice and agreement

CampHopeHouston.org

• Logo/Name recognition in all advertising

• Logo/Name branding at all AFH offices during
Camp Hope promotional period

• Logo/Name in all press releases and public
service announcements

• Recognition on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram,
and LinkedIn Social Media posts

• Logo/Name on Camp Hope T-shirt

• Quote from AFH CEO regarding Camp Hope
for use (non-endorsement purposes only)

• Logo/Name on all Camp Hope emails and
communications

• Use of AIDS Foundation Houston and Camp Hope
logos in communications and marketing
(in accordance with brand standards)

• Recognition in AFH Annual Report, Stewardship
Swag, Letter of Appreciation and Certificate
of Recognition

• Employee Engagement Toolkit

• 2021 Agency Partner Benefits

All Camp Hope at Home ’21 Underwriters receive the following benefits:

Benefits commensurate with sponsorship levels and can be customized and subject to change with mutual agreement

AIDS Foundation Houston – 2021 Camp Hope at Home Underwriter Benefits
Presenting  

$10K 
 

$5K 
  

Presenting Underwriter designation on Camp Hope webpage

Logo/Name on AFH main website regarding Camp Hope

Logo/Name rotation on Camp Hope webpage

Opportunity to tell your company’s story on Camp Hope 
webpage and social media

Print Media

Logo/Name on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and LinkedIn 
social media posts

Logo/Name on all Camp Hope printed materials

Digital Media

Inclusion in all Camp Hope social media posts across platforms

Inclusion in digital Camp Hope invitation and welcome documents

Inclusion in all Camp Hope e-communications

Inclusion on Camp Hope webpage

Featured on AFH website banner ad for Camp Hope

Inclusion in Camp Hope social media advertising and marketing

Benefits subject to change with notice and agreement

CampHopeHouston.org

http:// camphopehouston.org 
http://camphopehouston.org 
http:// camphopehouston.org 
http:// camphopehouston.org


8   JULY  2021  |  OutSmartMagazine.com

Publisher/Editor-in-Chief  Greg Jeu 
Associate Publisher  Tom Fricke

Creative Director  Alex Rosa
Managing Editor  Lourdes Zavaleta
Copy Editor  Howard Maple

Web Editor  Lourdes Zavaleta
Staff Reporter  Lillian Hoang

Contributing Writers  
	 Olivia Flores Alvarez, Rich Arenschieldt,  

Bill Arning, Susan Bankston, Connor Behrens, 
Jenny Block, Sam Byrd, Blase DiStefano

	 Andrew Edmonson, Ste7en Foster, Alys Garcia 
Carrera, Martin Giron, Sarah Gish,  DL Groover,  
Marene Gustin, Kim Hogstrom, James Hurst,  
Lisa Keen, Ryan M. Leach, Don Maines,  
Zachary McKenzie, David Odyssey, Joanna 
O’Leary, Lilly Roddy, Adriana Salazar,  
Terri Schlichenmeyer, Gregg Shapiro, Janice 
Stensrude, Henry V. Thiel, Terrance Turner, 
Megan Wadding, David Webb,  
Brandon Wolf, Grace S. Yung

Photographers/Illustrators  
	 Edgardo Aguilar, John-Paul Arreaga,
	 Dalton DeHart, Yvonne Feece, Frank 
	 Hernandez, Ashkan Roayaee,  Alex Rosa 

Marketing Department
	 Jack Berger, Alyssa Jordan, Adriana Salazar

National Advertising Representative 
	 Rivendell Media - 212.242.6863

E-mail: letters@outsmartmagazine.com 
Website: OutSmartMagazine.com

Subscriptions: $30/12 Issues, $58/24 Issues

Publishers of OutSmart Magazine 
3406 Audubon Place • Houston, TX 77006

713.520.7237 • 713.522.3275 Fax

OutSmart is published monthly. Estimated readership in 
Houston and surrounding areas is 60,000. OutSmart Media 
Company is not responsible for claims and practices of 
advertisers. The opinions and views expressed herein do 
not necessarily reflect those of the staff or management 
of OutSmart. Inclusion in OutSmart does not imply sexual 
orientation. ©2021 by OutSmart Media Company. All rights 
reserved. Reproduction in whole or part without permission 
of the publisher is strictly prohibited. Unsolicited material is 
accepted. No manuscript returned without SASE.

OutSmart Media Company

NOW PUBLISHING IN OUR 28TH YEAR!

The summer vacation 
you’ve been looking 

forward to is finally here!

Splash on down to Clear 
Lake and South Shore 
Harbour Resort for fun 
with the whole family.

BOOK NOW
281-334-1000

Thursday - Saturday
$145/NIGHT
ROOM PACKAGE

STARTING AT

SSHR.COM

http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
http:// sshr.com 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
mailto:letters@outsmartmagazine.com




10   JULY 2021  |  OutSmartMagazine.com

Writer David Webb interviews 
Neumann to learn more about 
her colorful political yard signs, 
which she hopes will help turn 
out the vote for the 2022 midterm 
elections. 

Elsewhere in this annual 
Galveston summer issue, we 
highlight a few of the people and 
places that make the Island so 
special. David Webb speaks to 
Rumors Bar & Grill owner Todd 
Slaughter, while writer Jenny 
Block chats with Texas United 
Charities’ Galveston chapter 
president Sheila Morton. Writer 
Lillian Hoang sits down with 
nonbinary creatives Ian Gerson 
and Everest Pipkin, whose works 
are on display at the Galveston 
Artist Residency through July 17. 
Then writer Marene Gustin takes 
you on a trip back in time to the 
Galveston Railroad Museum, and 

July edition. Writer Sam Byrd 
chats with the filmmaker about 
the documentary, and also digs 
into the history of Numbers by 
sitting down with some of the 
club’s former and current owners 
and DJs. 

We then feature another group 
of active community leaders, 
beginning with the philanthropy-
minded winners of this year’s 
Miss and Mr. Lone Star Houston 
pageants. Writer Ryan Leach  
introduces us to these two pag-
eant veterans, while writer Zach 
McKenzie talks to Heavy Hitters 
Pride founder Jovaun P. Hicks 
about his sixth annual three-day 
convention for LGBTQ men of 
color and larger size. 

Meanwhile, other community 
members like lesbian artist Kiki 
Neumann are embarking on new 
ventures to empower queer locals. 

F
or over 40 years, 
Numbers Nightclub in 
Montrose has served 
as a safe haven for 
people from all walks 
of life. Since its debut 
in 1976, the dance spot, 

concert venue, and gayborhood 
hangout has garnered a large and 
eclectic audience reflective of the 
true diversity of Houston. 

Captivated by this unique 
nightlife mecca from an early age, 
one local gender-nonconforming 
artist set out to capture the full 
story of this legendary nightclub 
on film. Marcus Pontello’s Friday 
I’m In Love documentary, which 
was nine years in the making, will 
screen in its entirety on July 31 
and August 1 at Numbers.

OutSmart is highlighting 
Pontello and their remarkable 
film with a cover feature in this 

E D I T O R ’ S  N O T E

I highlight ten ways to experi-
ence the best of LGBTQ life on the 
Island.

Finally, get ready for Out-
Smart’s 25th annual Gayest & 
Greatest Reader’s Choice Awards. 
Send us your nominations from 
July 15 to July 25, and then vote 
for your favorites beginning 
July 26 through September 1. 
Go to outsmartmagazine.com to 
nominate your favorite commu-
nity members, businesses, and 
services.

See you next month!

Lourdes
Zavaleta 

Managing 
Editor  

http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com
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for the Olympics. The weight lifter qualified to 
compete in the over-87 kg (192 lbs) category.

“I am grateful and humbled by the kind-
ness and support that has been given to me 
by so many New Zealanders,” Hubbard said 
in a statement on June 21. “When I broke my 
arm at the Commonwealth Games three years 
ago, I was advised that my sporting career had 
likely reached its end. But your support, your 
encouragement, and your aroha [love] carried 
me through the darkness.”

Hubbard’s accomplishment, though history-
making, is not without controversy.  

LGBTQ Athletes Make History
Carl Nassib, Sha’Carri Richardson, and Laurel Hubbard 

each broke glass ceilings last month.

By RYAN M. LEACH

Pride is about LGBTQ visibility. 
The more we see out individuals 
in the world, the more we are able 
to recognize the important con-
tributions that queer people are 

making to society. In recent days, three notable 
LGBTQ athletes have made history, and the 
hopes are that there are more to come.

One of the most covered June Pride stories 
was the coming out of Las Vegas Raiders 
defensive lineman Carl Nassib. The 28-year-old 
took to his Instagram to announce to followers 
and the world that he is gay. In doing so, he 
became the first active player in NFL history 
to identify publicly as a gay man. He also 
announced a $100,000 donation to The Trevor 
Project, an L.A.-based organization that focuses 
on suicide-prevention efforts among  
LGBTQ youth. 

“Right now, I am sitting in a moment of 
gratitude and relief. Sadly, I have agonized over 
this moment for the last 15 years. Only until 
recently, thanks to my family and friends... did it 
seem possible for me to say publicly and proudly 
that I’m gay,” said Nassib on his Instagram.

Sha’Carri Richardson, 21, also made head-
lines when she trounced the competition during 
her Olympic track and field trials by delivering 
an astonishing 10.86 in the 100-meter dash, fall-
ing just shy of Florence Griffith Joyner’s world 
record by 0.24. If Richardson were to take gold 
at the Tokyo Olympics, she would become the 
first American female to do so in that event in 
25 years. 

The Dallas native and former LSU student 
is so fast that you could easily miss her if not for 
her signature fiery-orange hair. Although her 
athletic prowess is so much more important 
than her hair color, she used that styling detail 
to allow the world into her personal life by cred-
iting her girlfriend for the idea. 

“My girlfriend actually picked my [hair] 
color. She said it spoke to her—the fact that 
it was just so loud and vibrant, and that’s 
who I am.” Richardson told NBC News after 
setting the internet afire with her outstanding 
performance. 

Richardson, who has not otherwise come 

out as LGBTQ identifying, tweeted a rainbow 
emoji after her big moment, which is being 
interpreted as her acknowledgement of Pride 
Month. However, she is more focused on the job 
she has to do at the Olympics.

“I just want the world to know I’m that girl,” 
she said. “If you’ve been doing this and I step 
on the scene, I’m letting you know I respect you 
for putting on for our sport, but at the end of the 
day, when we get on this line, what you’ve been 
doing, you have to do that against me.”

New Zealand is home to another notable 
new Olympian. Laurel Hubbard, 43, became 
the first openly transgender woman to qualify 

“RIGHT NOW, I AM SITTING IN A MOMENT OF GRATITUDE AND RELIEF. 
SADLY, I HAVE AGONIZED OVER THIS MOMENT FOR THE LAST 15 YEARS. 
ONLY UNTIL RECENTLY, THANKS TO MY FAMILY AND FRIENDS... DID IT 
SEEM POSSIBLE FOR ME TO SAY PUBLICLY AND PROUDLY THAT I’M GAY.”

—Carl Nassib

continued on page 15

N E W S
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A debate is taking place around the world 
regarding the participation of trans athletes 
(and women, in particular) in sports. In the 
U.S., many states (including Texas) have passed 
or tried to pass legislation that would bar trans 
athletes from participating in the sport cat-
egory that coordinates with their gender. The 
argument against the inclusion of trans women 
athletes is that going through male puberty 
gives them a particular athletic advantage. 

The International Olympic Committee 
created guidelines for trans athletes in 2004. 
Trans men may compete without any restric-
tions, whereas trans women must identify as 
female (for sports purposes) for at least four 
years and have a testosterone level below 10 
nanomoles per liter. Hubbard, having 
transitioned eight years ago, has met all of  
these requirements. 

As time goes on, it’s possible that even 
more Olympians (or other athletes) will make 
LGBTQ history. What these three outstanding 
athletes have shown us is that representation 
is important. They stand on the shoulders of 
others who took the brave step to live authenti-
cally. Nassib mentioned in his statement that 
he hopes coming out won’t have to be as stress-
ful in the future as it was for him. 

If the community continues to live “out and 
proud,” that day may come. 
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Houston’s New Police Chief 
Is a Loyal LGBTQ Ally

Troy Finner discusses his queer-affirming policies.
By MARENE GUSTIN

One of the first actions that new 
Houston Police Department 
(HPD) Chief Troy Finner took 
after being sworn in on April 5 
will have a major impact on the 

LGBTQ community.
“We approved a full-time resource officer to 

handle police reports at the Montrose Center,” 
Finner says, noting that Houston’s LGBTQ 
resource center had been advocating for a path-
way to report crimes in a community-affirming 
location since 2013. 

“[Officer Jackie Boniby] will be here daily, 
in plain clothes and no police car parked out-
side,” says Kennedy Loftin, chief development 
officer at the Montrose Center. We’re hopeful 
that this can turn the tide on unreported crimes 
and better protect our community.”

“So many times, LGBTQ people don’t feel 
comfortable reporting a crime to police,” says 
Officer Josephine “Jo” Jones, the department’s 
LGBTQ community liaison since 2020. Her 
sister Ethel Joseph, the department’s first 
LGBTQ liaison, was asked to take the post by 
then-executive assistant HPD chief Finner in 
2014. Having an officer on duty at the Montrose 
Center was an idea that Officer Jones brought 
to Finner, who was very supportive.

“It makes me feel good that the chief sup-
ports our community and the whole city,” Jones 
says. “He’s a very real person, and he believes in 
equality. I don’t want my community to think 
they don’t matter, because we’re all just really 
one community—a community of love.”

Finner, a native Houstonian from the Fifth 
Ward, is a 31-year veteran of the department. 
He graduated from Madison High School in 
1985 and earned his bachelor of science degree 
in criminal justice from Sam Houston State 
University. He also has a master’s degree in 
criminal justice from the University of Houston 
at Clear Lake. The married father of five chil-
dren was unanimously confirmed by Houston 
City Council to become the first Houston-born 
African American officer to lead HPD. (The first 

we are doing a great job to support them, but 
there’s always room for improvement. I support 
any training we can give.”

Since 2018, the Montrose Center and 
Equality Texas have been training HPD officers 
on appropriate terminology for interacting with 
the LGBTQ community to eliminate misunder-
standings while reporting crimes—particularly 
domestic violence among same-sex couples and 
hate crimes against trans persons.

The Greater Houston LGBT Chamber of 
Commerce posted a note on its Facebook page 
congratulating Finner on his appointment. 
“The Chamber recognizes the critical impor-
tance of public safety in terms of our economic 
success as a city,” explains Chamber co-found-
er, CEO, and president Tammi Wallace. “Ensur-
ing public safety requires strong leadership, 
and as a longtime HPD officer, Finner brings 
extensive experience and passion to lead in 
this role. We appreciate his commitment to 
LGBTQ+ inclusion, both within the department 
and in terms of community engagement, and 
we look forward to working with him.”

“I have such love and respect for the LGBTQ 
community,” Finner says. “They are great 
people; they are our community. We need to let 
them know they matter to us.”

Besides the designated LGBTQ liaison 
and officer training, HPD also has an off-duty 
bicycle patrol that has been patrolling the bar 
area around Pacific Street on Thursday through 
Sunday nights for more than a decade. With 
5,300 employees, the department also sponsors 
the LGTBQ employee group L.E.A.P. (Law En-
forcement Alliance of Pride) that plans social 
events for members and organizes a contingent 
of officers to march in the annual Pride parades.        

Finner is pleased that HPD is so affirming 
and inclusive when it comes to the LGBTQ 
presence both in the community and within its 
own ranks.

“It’s the spirit of our great city—the spirit of 
inclusiveness,” he notes. “And I’m very proud 
of that.” 

“I HAVE SUCH LOVE AND 
RESPECT FOR THE LGBTQ 
COMMUNITY. THEY ARE 

GREAT PEOPLE; THEY ARE 
OUR COMMUNITY. WE NEED 

TO LET THEM KNOW  
THEY MATTER TO US.”

—Troy Finner,
Houston Police Chief

Black HPD chief was Lee P. Brown, who served 
from 1982 to 1990 before becoming Houston’s 
mayor in 1998. He instituted “neighborhood-
oriented policing” and the HPD community 
liaison program.) 

“I have family members and close friends in 
the LGBTQ community,” Finner says. “I think 

http:// outsmartmagazine.com 


To learn more and make an immediate appointment, 
call (713) 814 3730 or visit WellnessBarByLegacy.org

Wellness Bar is proud to announce that Internist and HIV Primary Care 
Specialist, Dr. James Carroll has joined our care team. Dr. Carroll is an 
experienced physician with unwavering commitment to providing high quality, 
personalized care. We think he’s a perfect fit for our approach to care—
where the focus is on each individual and what you need to feel affirmed and 
empowered to take charge of your health and wellness.

Wellness Bar by Legacy Welcomes
Dr. James Carroll

120 Westheimer Road
Houston, TX 77006

Free Rapid Hepatitis C, HIV, Syphilis and Pregnancy Testing • Screening and Treatment for STI/STDs

Same-Day PrEP, a Once-Daily Pill for HIV Prevention • Free Holistic Sexual Health Education

Immediate Connection to Primary and Specialty Care • Spa-Like Environment with Personalized Service

http:// wellnessbarbylegacy.org 


18   JULY 2021  |  OutSmartMagazine.com

To uplift TQLGB+ communities of 
color, The Mahogany Project Inc. 
(TMP, Inc.) has organized a series 
of inspiring livestreamed panels, 

interviews, and conversations that audiences 
can join and learn from. The “We Got Pride” 
virtual series runs through July 15 on TMP’s 
Facebook Live. 

TMP, Inc. was founded in 2017 by activist 
Verniss McFarland III after the death of Chyna 
Gibson, a Black woman of trans experience 
and a cherished local performer. McFarland 
III made the group to reduce social isolation, 
stigma, and social injustice in TQLGB+ com-
munities of color. 

To further that mission, the local nonprofit 
has created virtual spaces where healthy and 
positive community dialogue can occur. 

Event coordinator Darrien Dyrell, who uses 
they/them pronouns, says, “Online, queer in-
dividuals face so many negative conversations. 
This was our way of creating healthy conversa-
tions surrounding the LGBTQIA+ community 
in the digital space.” 

During the “Player 1: Gaymer” event on 
July 1, people can learn from and contribute to 
dialogue with queer people in the gaming com-
munity, which often ignores the perspectives 
and needs of LGBTQIA+ gamers. 

TMP, Inc.’s “We Got Each Other” event on 
July 6 will allow people to discuss the preva-
lence of addiction in the LGBTQIA+ commu-
nity. “We wanted to make sure we had a safe 
space to invite people to open up about addic-
tion and sobriety,” Dyrell says. 

N E W S

They’ve Got Pride

The Mahogany Project’s  
virtual celebration series  

aims to educate and empower. 

By LILLIAN HOANG

Members of The Mahogany Project, Inc. (courtesy photo).

continued on page 25

http:// outsmartmagazine.com
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713.942.8598713.942.8598
www.CoryLoganDDS.com

530 Waugh Dr. | Houston TX 77019

ONE OF THE BEST DENTISTS
OutSmart Readers’ Choice

Awards 2006 —  2019

— H Texas Magazine

VOTED AS ONE OF HOUSTON’S
TOP DENTISTS

2004 – 2020

Awards 2006  2019

QUALITY DENTISTRY
ONE PATIENT AT A TIME!

ANDY WEBERANDY WEBER

Stay In-The-Loop
with

If you wish to be 
In-The-Loop, whether 
selling, buying or just 

looking around, Call Andy!
CELL

713.724.4306
DIRECT

713.558.9252
andy.weber@sothebyshomes.com

Montrose resident 
since 1983

Consistent Top Producer, 
Circle of Excellence

Voted One of the Best Realtors 
in Houston 8 Years In a Row
- OutSmart Readers’ Choice 2012-2019

1
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Pride Month might be over, 
but Pride Houston’s festivities are 
still going strong! The organiza-
tion will kick off its 2021 LGBTQ 
celebration with a theme-reveal 
party at the local lesbian bar 
Pearl Bar Houston. Pride Hous-
ton also intends to announce the 
date and other details for this 
year’s festival and parade. 

After the COVID-19 pandem-
ic canceled all of Pride Houston’s 
in-person events last summer, 
leaders decided that the 2021 cel-
ebration would honor both years’ 
grand marshals. The recipients 

of this accolade are individu-
als or organizations who have 
made significant contributions 
to the wider LGBTQ community 
through their activism or charity 
work.

Pride Houston’s July 25 
kickoff event will include live 
performances and news of up-
coming Pride events. Registration 
is required, and a $5 donation is 
suggested for admission. Those 
who cannot attend the event in 
person can watch a livestream on 
Pride Houston’s Facebook Live.
tinyurl.com/uvjbkb58   

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

By Adriana Salazar

COMMUNITY 
July 25

Pride Houston
Theme Kick-Off + 
Theme Reveal Party

NIGHTLIFE
July 1
RUPAUL’S DRAG RACE ALL STARS SEASON 6
WATCH PARTY WITH JIGGLY CALIENTE
ReBar presents a RuPaul’s Drag Race All Stars Season 6 “Dine N Drag” 
watch party. Hosted by local artists Blackberri and Hu’nee B, the show 
features a special appearance by Drag Race star Jiggly Caliente and per-
formances by ONDI, Lexus Chandelier, and Edna Anderson. Following 
the show, there will be a meet and greet with Jiggly Caliente.
tinyurl.com/4xwcyr2h 

COMMUNITY
July 4
KEITH & DEXTER PRESENT: 
THE FREEDOM PARTY
Go to Belvedere for The Freedom Party presented by gay Houston couple 
Keith Clark and  Dexter Williams. The Fourth of July extravaganza will 
feature music by DJ Sean “Panda” Royal, and food by Chef Kesha Bland. 
tinyurl.com/nxbye6r6

Resolve to stay 
involved with 
the help of our 

weekly planner. 
Visit OutSmart-
Magazine.com

QUEER
THINGS

to DO

http:// outsmart-magazine.com 
http:// outsmart-magazine.com 
http:// tinyurl.com/4xwcyr2h 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
http:// tinyurl.com/uvjbkb58 
http:// tinyurl.com/nxbye6r6
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STAGE
July 16
FLY Dance Company
Miller Outdoor Theatre presents 
FLY Dance Company, a “theatrical 
hip hop” event that fuses classical 
music and street dance. Tickets 
are available online.
tinyurl.com/u3f3rvpk 

SOCIAL 
July 7
First Wednesday Happy Hour
Join the Diana Foundation at JR’s 
Bar & Grill for the group’s monthly 
First Wednesday Happy Hour. 
The event is open to the public and 
includes announcements, drink 
specials, and entertainment.  
tinyurl.com/2hbbrjs9 

NIGHTLIFE
July 18
Gottmik at ReBar
RuPaul’s Drag Race 
Season 13 final-
ist Gottmik—the 
first trans man to 
ever compete on 
the show—visits 
ReBar for a night of 
show-stopping per-
formances. tinyurl.
com/4mxmj4j8 

COMMUNITY 
July 30
Heavy Hitters Pride
The Hilton Houston Westchase 
hosts the sixth annual Heavy 
Hitters Pride convention, 
which provides safe spaces for 
urban gay men, their admirers, 
and allies. The two-day event 
features networking, bond-
building, and a wide range of 
activities. tinyurl.com/kraxp8rs 

COMMUNITY
July 17–18
Comicpalooza
Comicpalooza is back at the 
George R. Brown Convention Cen-
ter for two days. This pop-culture 
festival features celebrities, shop-
ping, and activities that will keep 
you entertained. Tickets available 
on the Comicpalooza website. 
tinyurl.com/48sb4wa2 

COMMUNITY
July 10
AssistHers Volunteer
Training
Join AssistHers and the Montrose 
Center for a virtual volunteer training 
held each month for people who are 
interested in helping LGBTQ+ women 
and nonbinary individuals with 
chronic disabilities. This training is 
required to volunteer with Assis-
tHers. For more information, email 
LGBTQHealth@montrosecenter.org. 
tinyurl.com/s4xh7jd9 

COMMUNITY 
July 9
Meet and Eat!
The Greater Houston LGBT 
Chamber of Commerce pres-
ents Meet and Eat at BUDDY’S. 
Members and guests are invited 
to mingle and network at this in-
formal lunch gathering while also 
supporting Chamber businesses.
tinyurl.com/58f23bda 

COMMUNITY
Through July 15
We Got Pride
The Mahogany Project presents 
We Got Pride, a Black TQLGB+ 
virtual Pride experience with 
events running throughout June 
and July. For more information 
on panel discussions and other 
events, go to The Mahogany
roject Facebook page. 
tinyurl.com/45vdxxu5

NIGHTLIFE 
July 6, 13, 20, 27
Trivia Tuesday
BUDDY’S presents its weekly 
Trivia Tuesday, a game night 
hosted by local drag artists Dessie 
Love Blake and Muffy Vander-
bilt. The event consists of seven 
rounds of trivia in a variety of for-
mats and prizes for the winners.
tinyurl.com/66sauwu7 

SOCIAL
July 25
Brunchcade
The Houston Gaymers 
celebrate Sunday Funday at 
Cidercade, an arcade and bar lo-
cated in EaDo near downtown 
Houston. Admission is $10 and 
includes access to over 275 
games and a bar with 24 differ-
ent ciders, seltzers, and wines. 
tinyurl.com/yk28v2m3

COMMUNITY
July 18
Pride Galveston Benefit 
Brunch and Show
Help raise funds for this year’s 
Pride Galveston celebration by at-
tending a benefit brunch and show 
at Robert’s Lafitte, sponsored by 
Out4Brunch. $10 Mexican food 
plates will be available as well as 
raffles and prizes, all benefiting 
Pride Galveston’s festivities in 
September. tinyurl.com/4j9ssbte More Queer Things to Do ➝

FILM 
July 16 
‘Can You Bring It: 
Bill T. Jones and D-Man
in the Waters’ 
The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston 
premieres Can You Bring It: Bill T. 
Jones and D-Man in the Waters as a 
part of their virtual film series. The 
documentary follows choreographer 
Bill T. Jones (who also created the 
film) and the Arnie Zane Dance Com-
pany in 1989 as they performed D-Man 
in the Waters, a physical manifestation 
of the AIDS pandemic. mfah.org/Films

Comicpalooza

http:// tinyurl.com/66sauwu7 
http:// tinyurl.com/2hbbrjs9 
http:// tinyurl.com/58f23bda 
http:// tinyurl.com/s4xh7jd9 
http:// mfah.org/films 
http:// tinyurl.com/4j9ssbte 
http:// tinyurl.com/48sb4wa2 
http:// tinyurl.com/45vdxxu5 
http:// tinyurl.com/u3f3rvpk 
http:// tinyurl.com/yk28v2m3 
http:// tinyurl.com/kraxp8rs 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
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QUEER THINGS to DO

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

STAGE 
August 21
Kesha Live with Special Guest Betty Who
Kesha and Betty Who, two openly bisexual musicians, visit Houston 
for a performance at the Bayou Music Center. Kesha will be touring 
for her newest album High Road, which was released in January 
2020. Tickets are on sale now. tinyurl.com/tcpff6kd

SOCIAL 
August 28
Baewatch x
Salvation
Pride Houston and 
Lesbians of Color 
(LOC) Nation Enter-
tainment present Bae-
watch x Salvation, an 
official Pride Houston 
pool party. The event 
is 21+ and pool attire is 
strongly encouraged. 
tinyurl.com/km76cn67 

STAGE
September 23
Brothers Osborne
Country duo Broth-
ers Osborne visits 
Houston’s White 
Oak Music Hall for 
their We’re Not for 
Everyone tour. After 
coming out as gay in 
January, the band’s 
lead vocalist T.J. 
Osborne became the 
first out musician 
signed to a major 
country-music 
record label.
tinyurl.com/sytc6p8k

Submit your events at calendar@outsmartmagazine.com

SAVE the DATES

SUNDAY WORSHIP 9 & 11 AM
NURSERY AVAILABLE  |  HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE
11 AM - CHILDREN & YOUTH PROGRAM
11 AM - SPANISH & DEAF INTERPRETATION
2025 W. 11TH @ TC JESTER, HOUSTON 77008
713.861.9149 | WWW.RESURRECTIONMCC.ORG

Thy Homeless Neighbor
      Thy Jewish Neighbor
  Thy Black Neighbor

                   Thy Gay Neighbor
        Thy Undocumented Neighbor
         Thy White Neighbor

Thy Transgender Neighbor
              Thy Christian Neighbor
         Thy HIV+ Neighbor

   Thy Racist Neighbor
           Thy Addicted Neighbor
            Thy Atheist Neighbor

  Thy Imprisoned Neighbor
        Thy Disabled Neighbor
            Thy Muslim Neighbor

Love Thy Neighbor

http:// tinyurl.com/tcpff6kd 
http:// www.resurrectionmcc.org 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
http:// tinyurl.com/sytc6p8k 
http:// tinyurl.com/km76cn67
mailto:calendar@outsmartmagazine.com
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Dr. Carlson is a licensed 
psychologist and AASECT 
Certified Sex Therapist. She 
embraces a sex positive and 
transaffirmative perspective. 
Currently, telehealth sessions 
are being offered on a case 
by case basis.

Please contact our 
office to learn more 
about our telehealth 
therapy options.

CONNECTIONS
SPECIALIZES IN
PROVIDING INDIVIDUAL, 
COUPLES, AND SEX
THERAPY TO THE
LGBTQIA+ COMMUNITY.

m y c o n n e c t i o n s w e l l n e s s . c o m   |   8 8 8 - 5 8 0 - 5 9 9 5

Wrinkles • Rosacea • Facial Sagging
Acne (active & scars) • Face & Leg Veins

Laser Hair Removal

Dermal fi llers can take years off, even 
decades; giving a natural,  pleasant, and 
well rested look. Dr. Barrios added volume 
to patient’s upper & lower cheeks and 
chin to reverse the signs of aging.
• NON-SURGICAL
• IMMEDIATE LASTING RESULTS
• AFFORDABLE

Skin Renaissance • WINNER 2005-15
Best Skin Care Center

Dr. Barrios • WINNER 2015
Best Aesthetic Physician

www.SkinRenaissance.net

Call for your FREE Consultation 
713.942.SKIN (7546)

517 West Gray St. • Between Montrose and Taft

Dr. Octavio Barrios, MD is a Fellow of the American 
Society for Laser Medicine and Surgery & American 

Academy of Aesthetic Medicine Member.

CALL TODAY!
713.942.7546

MEMBER OF  THE 
AMERICAN SOCIETY OF 
BARIATRIC PHYSICIANS

Botox® • Restylane® • Radiesse®

Belotero® • Sculptra®

Your Medical Approach 
to Weight Loss

PERSONALIZED | COMPREHENSIVE | DOCTOR SUPERVISED

LUCIA MANGLE 
ARNOLD, MPAS, PA-C

OCTAVIO
BARRIOS, MD

VOTED ONE OF THE BEST
Dr. Octavio Barrios 
Best Physican 2005-2020
Skin Renaissance
Best Skin Care Center 2005-2020

Academy of Aesthetic Medicine Member.

http:// www.skinrenaissance.net 
http:// 713.942.skin 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
http:// billarningexhibitions.com 


24   JULY 2021  |  OutSmartMagazine.com

Steven Hotze is Houston’s 
perennial anti-LGBTQ activ-
ist who thinks about gay sex 
more than most gay people 
do. These days, he is heading 
into court once again to at-

tack the civil rights of gay people.
This time around, Hotze says that dis-

criminatory laws against gay people are both 
constitutional and hunky-dory—just so long 
as those laws are “applied equally to both 
sexes.” The problem is, there are more than two 
genders and far, far more than two sexes. In 
Hotze’s world, the two sexes are the mission-
ary position in the dark, and the far more kinky 
missionary position with the lights on. 

This time, Hotze has applied his legal-eagle 
wizardry to include something new: he wants 
the court to allow an employer to discrimi-
nate against gay people if that employer holds 
“sincere and deeply held religious beliefs” that 
marriage must be restricted to a man and a 
woman, that must be reserved for marriage, 
and that men and women must dress and 
behave in accordance with distinct, God-
ordained, biological sexual identity. 

Dress? Behave? Seriously? 
Darlin’, when I heard about this, it pissed 

me off so badly that I could piss standing up for 
a whole week—which I think kinda speaks to 
the futility of Hotze’s plan.  

Mr. Hotze can make me do a lot of things 
(vomit being one of them), but he cannot make 
me give up my fishing hat for a Minnie Mouse 
bow in my hair. Dammit, that’s where I draw 
the line.   

So, I guess we already know which gender 
gets to fart. 

And speaking of gaseous emissions fouling 
the air, Texas Republican Senator Ted Cruz is 
still yakking. He re-tweeted a video that com-
pared a Russian military ad (featuring muscle-
bound men shooting rifles) and a U.S. Army ad 
(which features a female American soldier who 
was raised by two moms).

“Holy crap,” Cruz tweeted, “perhaps a 
woke, emasculated military is not the best 
idea.” Then the next day (after everybody had 
told him “Yes, Ted, that tweet does make your 

the domestic terrorism of January 6,

• attempted to cancel the certified Novem-
ber 2020 election results in Arizona,

• cancelled a woman’s right to choose in 
several states,

• cancelled anyone who thinks people stand-
ing for hours in a voting line might need 
water,

• cancelled certain citizens’ right to vote by 
doing wholesale purges of local voter rolls,

• cancelled Republican moderate Mitt 
Romney,

• and cancelled Nikole Hannah Jones for 
The 1619 Project, which dares to examine 
the consequences of slavery 400 years after 
the first ship full of African captives arrived 
on our shores. 

In return, I would like to suggest that we 
cancel the Republicans’ annual Wear a Red 
Hat to the Capitol Day.

Until next month, call Governor Abbott 
and tell him that instead of spending our tax 
dollars to build our own wall at the Mexican 
border, we’d rather have reliable electricity.  

Susan Bankston lives in Richmond, Texas, 
where she writes about her hairdresser at The 
World’s Most Dangerous Beauty Salon, Inc., at 
juanitajean.com.

By SUSAN BANKSTON

L E F T  O U T

Cancel This!
Are your beliefs

“sincere and deeply held”?

butt look bigger”) he wrote that the ad makes 
United States soldiers look like “pansies.” 

Does this man own a mirror?  
Look, I’m a nice person, so I’m not going to 

say that Ted Cruz looks like any kind of flower. 
But dirt, maybe? Yeah, I’ll go with “mud fence.”  

By the way, hurricane season is upon us. 
And since all the right-wing preachers blame 
every hurricane on “the gays,” I think it’s only 
fair that a committee of drag queens should be 
in charge of the annual hurricane names list. 
My friend Windy Trix (who frequently reminds 
me that “if being gay was a choice, I’d choose 
to be gayer”) is hard at work on her 2021 list. 
So far, she’s come up with Anita Wash, Darcy 
Blows, Tidal Surge, Windsor Blowen, Kata 
Gory Five, Sheila Killya, and Rhoda Tuhell.

Watch for my friend Windy at political 
events—she has decided to run for the Texas 
Legislature on the platform that all iced-coffee 
drinks should be free during Pride month. 
She’s gonna win, y’all.

And how ’bout the Republicans’ latest 
fixation on “cancel culture,” which should 
earn them the 2021 Glass Houses Award for 
shameless hypocrisy. While screaming about 
liberals who “cancel” anyone who strays from 
the liberal party line, Republicans have:

  
• cancelled Liz Cheney,

• cancelled everyone trying to investigate 

http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
http:// juanitajean.com.
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The third-to-last event, “This Is Us” on July 
8, sets the stage for conversations with people 
who are sexually attracted to trans people—for 
example, straight men who are attracted to 
trans women. Dyrell says this conversation was 
created to educate and end stigma.

Folks can attend “‘Guy Chat’: Queer Men 
Edition” on July 13 to better understand and 
express what it means to be both a man and a 
member of the TQLGB+ community.

The virtual series will finish with a va-
riety show designed to highlight local queer 
creatives such as poets, rappers, and makeup 
artists. The event will also present the Rising 
Phoenix Award to a young person who has 
contributed to and made their mark in the 
LGBTQIA+ community. 

Dyrell hopes people recognize the amount 
of effort that TMP, Inc. has put into creating 
“We Got Pride.” They also hope attendees leave 
the series with a better understanding of issues 
in TQLGB+ communities of color. “We are very 
intentional about all the work that we put out 
into this world, and we are striving toward a 
safe place for the LGBTQIA+ community.” 

For more information, visit
themahoganyproject.org/ and

www.facebook.com/TMPHTX.

NEWS  |  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18
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Voted Best
Female Physician

Voted Best
Send your cover letter 

and resume to 
employment@outsmartmagazine.com

APPLY TODAY!

We have immediate openings for 
experienced advertising executives 

at OutSmart Media Company.

Salary, commissions, and benefi ts.
A creative, fun environment.

http:// themahoganyproject.org/
http:// www.facebook.com/tmphtx.
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mailto:employment@outsmartmagazine.com
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S M A R T  H E A L T H

So you made it to the other 
side of the pandemic, but 
your relationship didn’t. All of 
that working from home and 
getting either too much or too 

little time with your significant other revealed 
some problem areas in your relationship. As a 
result, you’ve decided to part ways, and now the 
two of you are a pair of singles. 

The pandemic didn’t only impact couples, 
though. If you’re single, the prolonged period 
of social isolation may have caused you to 
rethink your relationship status and resolve to 
change things up. Determined to never again 
go through a quarantine alone, more singles 
than ever before are looking seriously at  
partnering up.

Regardless of whether you’re just looking 
for some fun or something more serious, this 
summer promises to be an interesting time to 
get back out there. Approaching this pandemic 
pivot with a renewed sense of curiosity and 
openness might increase your odds for an extra-
hot summer.  

COVID Dating
How, exactly, does one date in this new COVID 
era? With a little more than half of Harris 
County still unvaccinated, and with global 
concerns mounting regarding the Delta variant, 
some caution is still warranted. Following CDC 
guidelines and recommendations can be helpful 
in determining your relative level of risk. If 
you are vaccinated, resuming normal activities 
seems to be mostly safe. In those cases, dealing 
with the anxiety of being in crowds again may 
be the most challenging part of a new courtship.

If you are unvaccinated, it’s essential to con-
tinue limiting your activities in public places, 
especially since studies have found that adults 
with positive COVID-19 test results were twice 
as likely to have dined at a restaurant than 
those with negative test results. Meeting in 
outdoor settings or on a restaurant patio might 
be a safer bet, and will allow you a chance to get 
to know someone without the added stress of 
worrying about COVID exposure.

It’s also a good idea to clarify your own 

COVID stance before engaging with potential 
dates. What level of risk are you willing to take, 
in terms of group activities and crowded indoor 
spaces? How important is it to you that anyone 
you date be fully vaccinated? When is it appro-
priate to ask or answer questions about COVID 
vaccinations? There is bound to be some trial 
and error in figuring out what feels most com-
fortable and natural, but thinking about these 
kinds of things ahead of time can save you from 
having to scramble if confronted with abrupt 
questions or decision-making.

Toss the List of Requirements
It can be difficult to have clear standards for 
potential partners without creating a laundry 
list of requirements. Judging a person based 
on their educational level or job, the type of car 
they drive, or where they live could significantly 
reduce your potential dating pool and cut out 
people who would be a good match.

Fair and reasonable expectations for a 

partner center around how they treat you and 
respect your emotional boundaries. Unfor-
tunately, those are sometimes challenging 
standards to enforce. Check in with yourself 
while you are on a date and consider: How does 
this person make me feel? Do I feel safe and 
respected? Do they follow through with what 
they tell me?

Judge Not…
Just like we learned in kindergarten, it’s true 
that we can’t really judge a book by its cover. In 
fact, attraction can grow (or diminish) as you 
learn more about a person. Have you ever had 
the experience of getting to know someone who 
was really hot, but their attitude was a turn-off ? 

The challenging part is really getting to 
know someone with today’s app-based dating 
and casually swiping left and right. Of course 
the physical is important, but the key is to 
develop your sense of what matters most to you 
in a date or a partner.

Putting Yourself Out There
Dating advice for the post-pandemic limbo.

By DARYL SHORTER, MD

http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
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Perhaps her sense of humor is really what 
you appreciate most. Or maybe it’s the way he 
confidently moves through a room. Keeping in 
mind that someone’s brain can be just as sexy 
as their biceps will help you take a fresh look at 
the people who enter your romantic field  
of vision. 

So you might try going out with someone 
who doesn’t look like “your type.” Or perhaps 
you could spend a bit more time chatting and 
texting with someone in order to get to know 
their personality. This can provide you with the 
information you need to make a more informed 
decision about whether or not they’re a  good 
match.

People Are Not Like Buses…
Another frequent dating pitfall is the uncon-
scious belief that someone better will always 
come along. Sure, there is always a smarter or 
richer person out there, but will they necessar-
ily care for you in the right way? If you plan to 
make a relationship stick, remaining present-
focused and developing an appreciation for the 
qualities in the person sitting across from you 
is essential. 

Date Your Spouse!
If you’re still in a relationship, perhaps what 
the pandemic was meant to show you is just 
how much your current partner means to you. 
Single people aren’t the only ones who can use 
this summer as a time to connect. Date your 
partner! What activities can you find to enjoy 
together? Are there new opportunities for rec-
reation or volunteering that might be fun and 
help to further cement your bond? 

Looking Inward
The last year has shown us the importance of 
healthy relationships, so the renewed focus on 
dating isn’t a bad thing. In fact, it may even add 
a little extra heat and excitement to the summer 
months. Just remember, though, to continue 
examining and working on your relationship 
with yourself. When you’re in a good place, not 
only are you more attractive to others, but you 
can also feel confident about taking your best 
version of you into a partnership, and thus set-
ting it up for success. 

Daryl Shorter, MD, is a Diplomate of the 
American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology 
and is board certified in both general and 
addiction psychiatry. His clinical practice 
focuses on veteran care, and he lectures widely 
on LGBTQ mental health. 
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accounts.
• Do not save credit card information online 

for future transactions.
• Pay bills online (physical checks are easy for 

thieves to steal).
• Regularly update the software on your 

internet router and your other devices.
• Run anti-virus software.
• Do not open emails and/or links unless you 

know who they are from.
• Never provide personal or financial 

information in response to potential 
“phishing” emails (i.e., emails that appear 
to come from a reputable source that trick 
you into revealing personal or financial 
details).

•  Make sure that you back up the data on all 
of your devices on a physical external hard 
drive, and via a cloud backup service.

• Ensure that you have strong privacy settings 
on your social-media accounts, and do not 
post personal details such as your home 
address or phone number.

• If you go online while you are in a public 
place, install strong privacy programs on 
your laptop, tablet, and/or smartphone.

• Use a separate email address for conducting 

By GRACE S. YUNG, CFP 

M O N E Y  S M A R T

Over the past decade or so, 
identity theft and cyberat-
tacks have become common 
threats for individuals and 
businesses. Nearly every day 
there are news stories about 

companies being “hacked,” which of course can 
have an impact on their customers as well.

Traditionally, cybercriminals typically 
focused on acquiring their victims’ private 
information for the purpose of financial gain. 
But as these thieves have become more sophis-
ticated, they are now able to inflict much more 
serious financial and even physical damage. 
This type of crime could even change your life 
as you struggle to restore your credit and bank 
accounts, your medical records, and possibly 
even your personal reputation.

The good news is that as this type of crime 
has grown, so have the ways you can go about 
protecting yourself. Putting some precautions 
in place could make a world of difference in 
your personal and financial life.

 
Common Online Threats
It is estimated that roughly 49 million con-
sumers lost $56 billion to identity-theft fraud 
in 2020. Approximately $13 billion in losses 
were due to “traditional” identity fraud, which 
consists of criminals stealing personal infor-
mation for their own gain.

Beyond the usual identity theft and unau-
thorized use of credit cards, some of the more 
common online threats include:

Falsified Tax Returns – Tax-related iden-
tity theft occurs when someone uses a victim’s 
stolen personal information—including their 
Social Security number—to file a tax return 
and claim a fraudulent refund.

Medical Identity Theft – Identity thieves 
use someone else’s personal information and 
medical records to obtain health care. Because 
the victim’s medical history would then be 
compromised with the criminal’s own medical 
records, it could become life-threatening if the 
victim later needs medical care and is given 
the wrong treatment and/or medication.

House Stealing or Deed Theft – Criminals 
can steal someone’s identity and then forge 
deed or title documents in order to “sell” the 
victim’s home to unsuspecting buyers, or to 
borrow against the equity that has been built 
up in the property.

Get Your Guard Up
How to protect yourself against identity theft and cyberattacks.

The Long-Term Impact of Cybercrimes
If you become a victim of ID theft or other type 
of cybercrime, it can affect you in a number of 
ways. As an example, in addition to the time 
and effort it can take to restore your credit 
and finances—with no guarantee that you will 
ever be able to get back to square one—this 
type of situation can impact you mentally and 
emotionally.

For many victims of identity theft, missed 
workdays are also common, and in turn, your 
income (and possibly even your job) could suf-
fer as a result of the time you must set aside to 
recover lost funds, rectify your credit report, 
and ensure that your information is intact go-
ing forward. Likewise, personal relationships 
may also be affected.

 
Taking Steps to Better Protect Yourself
Although there is no guarantee that you will 
never become a victim of identity theft or a 
cyberattack, there are steps you can take to 
reduce the odds:
• Create strong email and account passwords, 

and change them regularly.
• Have a two-step login or authentication 

process on your email and online financial 
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banking and financial transactions.
• Put a security “freeze” on your credit 

files maintained by the three major 
credit bureaus (Equifax, Experian, and 
TransUnion).

• Set up automatic updates on your 
smartphone apps and computer programs.

• Purchase identity theft and/or 
cybersecurity insurance coverage.

• Know what steps to take immediately if you 
become the victim of a cybercrime.

Protecting yourself from a cyberattack 
can take some time, but it can be well worth it 
to  reduce your chances of becoming a victim. 
Your financial-planning professional can tell 
you more about how to keep your investment 
and retirement accounts safer, and also imple-
ment these types of precautions as part of your 
overall financial plan.

Grace S. Yung, CFP ®, is a Certified Financial 
Planner practitioner with experience in help-
ing LGBTQ individuals, domestic partners, and 
families plan and manage their finances since 
1994. She is the managing director at Midtown 
Financial Group, LLC, in Houston. Yung  
can be reached at grace.yung@lpl.com.
Visit letsmakeaplan.org or midtownfg.com/ 
lgbtqplus.10.htm. 
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Jessica Fox
Miss Lone Star

Houston 2021 will reign
with a focus on philanthropy.

By RYAN M. LEACH

A N  I N T E R V I E W  W I T H …

What is your new title, and what do you plan 
to accomplish during your reign?
I am Miss Lone Star Houston 2021. My plan 
is to aggressively raise funds and awareness 
for Pet Patrol and [the Montrose Center’s] 
Seniors Preparing for Rainbow Years (SPRY) 
program.  

Tell me a little about the pageant. What is your 
favorite part about it?
The Mr. and Miss Lone Star Houston pageant 
helps raise funds for Pet Patrol and SPRY. 
It consists of five categories: presentation, 
western-style presentation, onstage ques-
tion-and-answer, formal wear, and talent. I 
really enjoyed the western-style presentation 
because it allowed for freedom of creative 
expression beyond traditional western style, 
allowing me to incorporate a contemporary 
western flair.
 
What is the most challenging part?
Anytime there’s a microphone in my hands 
can be challenging, but the more I get those 
opportunities for public speaking, the easier 
it becomes.
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How did you prepare for the pageant?
I rediscovered my passion for sewing dur-
ing COVID-19, and decided to create all of 
my four looks for the event. I had fantastic 
mentorship from a legend, friend, and drag 
angel—Darrell Cantu, also known as Lauren 
Taylor. My backstage dresser Raul Pardo 
[also] kept me calm and collected as we pre-
pared for each category. 

What is the history of the pageant?
Miss Lone Star Houston was founded as a 
fundraiser by Jody Travis while he was Mr. 
Texas Gay Rodeo Association 2012. Five 
years later, the fundraiser became part of 
E.R.S.I.C.S.S. (The Empire of the Royal 
Sovereign and Imperial Court of the Single 
Star). 
 
How did you get involved in the pageant, 
and why was it important to you?
My friend (and the promoter of the First 
Lady of Montrose pageant) Jason Smith, 
also known as Amanda Anne Houston, sug-
gested this would be an excellent opportuni-
ty to further my passion for fundraising and 
giving back to the community. After looking 
at the great work that E.R.S.I.C.S.S. does, I 
knew I had to be part of it.

How long have you been a part of the Houston 
community?
I was born in Houston at Jefferson Davis Hos-
pital, which is no longer standing. I lived with 
my family in Pasadena and graduated from 
Sam Rayburn High School. Along the way, I 
spent many summers and vacations with my 
grandparents in Matamoros, Mexico. I cur-
rently live in Spring.
 
What do you like to do for fun?
Play softball! I’ve been a member of the Mon-
trose Softball League Association since 2008, 
and I absolutely love it. I also love sewing, 
rhinestoning, and running (to support my love 

for ice cream). 
 
What advice would you give to aspiring 
contestants?
Number one is to have fun and enjoy the event 
and the people in attendance. You can partici-
pate in a pageant and actually enjoy it if you 
have taken the time to prepare and you have 
the right team in your corner.
   
What other titles are you aspiring to?
Miss Gay Pride Houston.
 
When you’re not reigning, what’s your day 
job? 
I’m in the hospitality industry, and have been 
since 2003. I currently travel to hotel as-
signments to help catering, sales, and events 
departments when they’re short-staffed.

How will you carry on the legacy of 
Miss Lone Star Houston 2021?
I will carry on the legacy with the utmost 
respect, professionalism, and community 
involvement to help inspire others to get 
involved and become part of the legacy.

Keep up with Jessica Fox on Facebook
at tinyurl.com/zxf5hay7

“MY PLAN IS TO 
AGGRESSIVELY RAISE 

FUNDS AND AWARENESS 
FOR PET PATROL AND THE 

MONTROSE CENTER’S 
SENIORS PREPARING 
FOR RAINBOW YEARS 

PROGRAM.”
—Jessica Fox
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Landon 
J. Fatale 

Mr. Lone Star Houston 2021 promises 
a reign that benefits the community.

By RYAN M. LEACH

A N  I N T E R V I E W  W I T H …

What is your new title, and what do you plan 
to accomplish during your reign?
My new title is Mr. Lone Star Houston 2021. 
With this title I plan to host events to raise 
awareness for Pet Patrol, Seniors Preparing 
for Rainbow Years (SPRY), the Kimberly Anne 
O’Neil Scholarship, and the Jonathan Smith 
Emergency Fund—as well as giving back to 
our community alongside Miss Lone Star 
Houston 2021, Jessica Fox.
 
How long have you been a part of the Houston 
community?
I am originally from El Paso. I was born and 
raised there, but moved to Houston in 2016 for 
a job opportunity as an autopsy assistant for 
Harris County. 
 
How did you get involved in the pageant, and 
why is it important to you?
I have wanted to run for this since 2019 after 
my partner, Kian Alexander Fatale, cap-
tured the title. I am also a part of a nonprofit 
organization called The Empire of the Royal 
Sovereign Imperial Court of the Single Star, 
Inc. (E.R.S.I.C.S.S.). My involvement with that 
group inspired me to give back to the commu-
nity as an individual, which I plan to do as Mr. 
Lone Star Houston. 
 
What is the history of the pageant, and how 
will you carry on its legacy?
The Mr. and Miss Lone Star Houston pageant 
was founded by Jody Travis (a former member 
of the E.R.S.I.C.S.S. court) and has been going 
strong for many years, with countless contri-
butions to charities benefiting our communi-
ty. I plan on educating people about the title, as 
well as bringing in new up-and-coming enter-
tainers who want to uplift the community by 
helping people make meaningful connections 
and create positive change.   
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What do you like to do for fun?
I love to host parties at my house, whether it 
be cookouts by the pool or just ordering pizza 
and hanging out with good company! I grew 
up with a family that always had something 
planned on the weekends, and were always 
together. Since I am miles away from them 
now, it’s nice to be able to do the same thing 
with friends and chosen family, because they 
always put a smile on my face.
 
How did you prepare for the pageant?
I started preparing for this pageant by 
familiarizing myself with the organizations 
involved with this title. I also made sure that 
I knew each and every category. I also started 
practicing my talent (a lyrical color-guard 
routine) as much as I could after work. I would 
even go through the motions at work in my 
down time. I wanted to make sure that every-
thing I presented was authentically me and 
that I felt comfortable in what I wore and how 
I presented myself, because I wanted to put my 
best foot forward.
 
What is your favorite part of participating in 
pageants?
My favorite part about the pageant is the 
talent portion, because I am able to express 
myself through my talents. I come up with a 

message or an emotion that I want to convey 
to the audience and I explain it to my partner, 
Kian, who helps me bring my ideas to life. I 
love being able to share practices with him. 
We bounce ideas off each other, and I really 
believe that it’s his guidance and training that 
helps me to be able to perform the way I do 
onstage. For that, I am very thankful!
 
What is the most challenging part?
The most challenging part, hands down, is 
controlling my nerves. As it is, I am a very 
nervous person and I stress about anything 
and everything. Sometimes I let my nerves 
get the best of me and I may not perform the 
way I intend to. I have learned that I have to 
separate myself from everything that is going 
on backstage, just so I can keep a calm mind. 
Because of the amount of time that I spend 

practicing, once the music starts and I can 
settle into my routine, the nerves become a 
non-issue. 
 
What advice would you give to aspiring 
contestants?
Don’t give up, and have faith in yourself! Any-
thing can happen in pageantry, and if there 
is a title that you know you want to hold, keep 
trying and trying until it’s yours. Everything 
happens when it’s supposed to, and persever-
ance will enable you to achieve your goals. 

 
What other titles are you aspiring to?
In the past, I have captured the titles of Mr. 
So You Think You Can Drag 2018 and Mr. Gay 
Central Texas 2019. After winning Mr. Lone 
Star Houston 2021, I don’t see myself entering 
another contest for a little while. There is one 
other position in the community that I am 
interested in, but I don’t want to say anything 
until I know in my heart that I’m ready for all 
the responsibility. Keep an eye out, because 
when I feel that it’s the right time, I’ll take the 
leap of faith and go for it.

Keep up with Landon J. Fatele on  
Facebook at facebook.com/landon.

ross.986. Learn more about the work of 
E.R.S.I.C.S.S. at ersicss.org.

“MY INVOLVEMENT WITH E.R.S.I.C.S.S. 
INSPIRED ME TO GIVE BACK TO 

THE COMMUNITY AS AN INDIVIDUAL, 
AND I PLAN TO DO THAT AS 
MR. LONE STAR HOUSTON.”

—Landon J. Fatale

Fly High Above �e Rest.
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Houston, TX 77007
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Galveston Island, with its rich history, 
culture, and tourist amenities, is also home 
to a vibrant LGBTQ community. This July 

issue of OutSmart highlights a few of the people and 
must-visit places that make the Island so special. 

First, we introduce you to Rumors Bar & Grill 
owner Todd Slaughter, whose seaside establish-
ment is celebrating five years. Then meet Sheila 
Morton, president of the Galveston  branch of 
Texas United Charities, which raises funds for 

LGBTQ locals in need. Next, get to know nonbinary 
creatives Ian Gerson and Everest Pipkin, whose 
works are now on display at the Galveston Artist 
Residency.  

Also in this special section, we take you on a trip 
back in time by spotlighting the Galveston Rail-
road Museum, a historic LGBTQ-friendly day-trip 
destination. And if you need other ideas for ways to 
spend your time during your next visit to the Island, 
don’t miss our Ten Things to Do in Galveston list.
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Fabulous
Philanthropist

Sheila Morton’s Island charity gives
back to LGBTQ people in need.

By JENNY BLOCK

Q U E E R  I N  G A LV E S T O N

F
or Galveston resident Sheila 
Morton, serving her community 
is as natural as breathing. 

Along with her day job as 
a property manager, Morton 
serves as the president of the 
Galveston chapter of Texas Unit-
ed Charities (GTUC), a statewide 
organization with an impressive 

mission statement: “Texas United Charites is 
committed to raising funds that will support 
the initiatives within the gay and lesbian com-
munity, all with a spirit of passion and enjoy-
ment that helps put the fun back in fundraising. 
Our areas of focus are raising money for the 
LGBTQ community, building awareness for our 
beneficiaries, and having  fun while working 
together for our community.”

The Galveston chapter has a very special 
secret weapon to stay true to that mission—an 
emergency fund called the Jerry Eubank Angel 
Fund. “It’s named after a lovely lady in our 
community that has always supported our 
Galveston LGBTQ community,” Morton says. 
Eubank passed away several years ago, and 
when she did, the group wanted to honor her. 
The fund offers “urgent financial assistance to 
those in immediate need on an individual basis 
for those who qualify and can show a need for 
emergency funds.”  

Those wanting to apply can fill out the 
short form found on the GTUC website. Ap-
plications are reviewed immediately. Rent, 
utilities, medicine, groceries, and even burial 
expenses are all needs that this fund is avail-
able to help out with. 

“This fund was needed more than ever 
when COVID-19 began and businesses started 
to close their doors. So many of our LGBTQ 
brothers and sisters found themselves without 
jobs, not able to pay basic living expenses,” 
Morton says.

Since the pandemic began, the fund has 
been able to assist 32 applicants with expenses 
exceeding $34,000. “When you tell someone 

“WE ARE HERE AND READY 
TO SERVE THE NEEDS OF 
OUR LGBTQ GALVESTON 

COMMUNITY, WHETHER IT 
IS THROUGH A FUNDRAISER 
OR HELPING INDIVIDUALS 

FACING AN URGENT 
FINANCIAL CRISIS.”

—Sheila Morton

you are able to help them, their reaction, their 
expressed relief, and sometimes their tears of 
joy are so humbling. We consider it an honor 
to serve our community,” Morton says. It’s just 
the kind of community care and service that 
our world could use a lot more of.

Morton, a 60-year-old Alvin native, re-
ceived a bachelor of business administration 
degree from Sam Houston State University 
and worked in Houston for 32 years before 
moving to Galveston.

While in Houston, Morton joined Texas 
United Charities’ Houston chapter and fell 
in love with fundraising while serving as a 
volunteer. 

and involvement of some wonderful locals that 
were passionate in giving back to the LGBTQ 
community of Galveston. I do have to mention 
the dedicated Galveston board of directors. 
They are all so talented, and strive to make 
our chapter and our community better every 
day. Tim Dudley is our vice president, James 
Heyland is our treasurer, Travis Newman is 
our secretary, and Jim Greaser is our director 
of memberships.”

GTUC and organizations like it are crucial, 
especially for places like Galveston, Morton 
says. Too many people are suffering, and wind 
up feeling very alone. But with GTUC, they 
don’t have to.  “Before we opened the Galveston 
chapter, we discovered there was no organiza-
tion like it on the Island, [so GTUC was] much 
needed. We filled a need that was missing for 
the LGBTQ Galveston community,” she says.

The work Morton and the GTUC do is both 
affirming and life-changing, and it’s vital 
to her that people know that. “We are here 
and ready to serve the needs of our LGBTQ 
Galveston community. Whether it is through 
a fundraiser or helping individuals facing an 
urgent financial crisis.” 

With the state of the world today, and with 
so many people suffering, Morton and GTUC 
are a light in what can seem to those in need 
like a world of darkness.

Anyone willing to help can join the GTUC, 
Morton adds. “All members pay membership 
dues, and we welcome individual donations as 
well. When we have a fundraiser, 100 percent 
of the monies raised are distributed to the 
beneficiary,” she notes. 

A devoted membership and their financial 
support is what allows GTUC to really make a 
difference in the lives of people who need it the 
most—the kind of work that makes Morton’s 
heart sing. 

For more information, visit txtuc.org or 
contact Sheila Morton directly at mor-

ton.sheila@yahoo.com.

Within the first couple of years, she was 
asked to work on that group’s board of direc-
tors as the director of gifts, and then as the 
treasurer. “When I moved to Galveston in 
2015, I was encouraged by former chapter 
president Melissa Flories to start a new 
chapter in Galveston. She has been involved in 
fundraising for decades, and she was my men-
tor,” Morton says. 

She took Flories’ advice and began a 
Galveston chapter without hesitation. Doing 
so was possible, Morton says, “with the help 
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Sheila Morton poses in 
front of the rainbow mural 
at Galveston’s 23rd Street 
Station piano bar.
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Rumors Bar & Grill
owner Todd Slaughter
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Rumors Has It
Todd Slaughter’s Galveston club 
celebrates five years in business. 

By DAVID WEBB

G
alveston’s dazzling show club 
Rumors is a gay bar, but at 
the same time it really isn’t, 
according to owner Todd 
Slaughter. He prefers to call the 
popular Seawall venue at 31st 
Street “everyone’s bar.” 

“We have a very diverse 
crowd. Everybody is accepting. 

It’s inclusive, and we’re open to everyone,” the 
ambitious club owner emphasizes.

Some nights will see more LGTBQ cus-
tomers than other patrons, but on weekends 
Rumors lures in people from all backgrounds 
who might be out on the Seawall for a bach-
elorette party, a birthday, or an anniversary 
celebration. The five-year-old bar boasts 
a new 2,000-square-foot deck built as a 
pandemic-compliant option for outdoor din-
ing, drag shows, band appearances, karaoke, 
people-watching, and just hanging out. The 
non-smoking venue—with its views of the 
nearby Pleasure Pier, a jetty, and boats on the 
water—make a scenic backdrop for Island 
fun. “It is the best location on the Seawall, 
and we took advantage of the outdoor space,” 
Slaughter says.

The Tennessee native, who was working 
as an interior decorator when he arrived in 
Houston in 1994, got into the bar business in 
2016 after being drawn to Rumors’ unique 
Seawall location. The former convenience 
store had been transformed into a gay bar in 
the early 2000s, when it was home to Splash, 
Sandbox, Starz, Third Coast, Undercurrent, 
and Boulevard—all before Slaughter noticed 
the space was once again available.  

Slaughter set about creating his new 
Galveston business by putting his interior-

decorating skills to good use. When he asked 
a group of friends socializing at another local 
bar to help him decide on a name, the majority 
of them wrote “Rumors” on a piece of paper. 
Slaughter thought it was a fun reference to 
the kind of chatter that goes on in all gay bars. 
When Rumors first opened, its recurring drag 
show was named “Gossip Girls” as a play on the 
venue’s name.

has been at this site the longest,” Slaughter 
adds. “That’s kind of an achievement.”

At one point, Slaughter operated two other 
bars in Texas that were also called Rumors, 
but they did not survive the pandemic. He con-
tinues working as an interior decorator when 
he is not tending to his Galveston bar, which 
he says is an exhaustive undertaking. Rumors’ 
manager, Kymber Divine, is also one of the 
drag-queen stars, and a staff of a dozen more 
bartenders, barbacks, and other key personnel 
assist Slaughter with day-to-day operations.

Slaughter says his drag-show talent is 
top-notch, with performers coming in from 
across Texas and other states. The drag shows 
on Friday and Saturday nights are always 
sold out, and the bar has begun producing two 
shows on Saturday nights (at 8:30 and 11 p.m.) 
to accommodate the demand. 

With the pandemic restrictions easing 
around the country, Galveston is “busting at 
the seams,” Slaughter says. The hotels, bed-
and-breakfast sites, and RV parks are full, and 
people obviously want to have fun again after a 
year of abstaining. He is anticipating a record 
number of people visiting Rumors this sum-
mer. And when it rains, he notes that they have 
plenty of entertainment options inside the bar, 
including pool tables.

Slaughter attributes the success of Rumors, 
in addition to its aesthetic appeal, to customer 
appreciation and the bar’s open-door policy to 
all. “With any business, customer service is 
the key to getting them here and keeping them 
here. It would be nice if all bars were [like this 
one], where everybody goes.”

For more information, 
visit rumorsbars.com. 

Q U E E R  I N  G A LV E S T O N

“WE’RE THE BAR THAT’S 
BEEN AT THIS SITE THE 
LONGEST. THAT’S KIND 
OF AN ACHIEVEMENT.”

—Todd Slaughter

Slaughter had been in Houston for several 
years before he ever visited Galveston. “I knew 
Galveston was here, but I didn’t know what 
was here. Once I saw it, I was hooked.” After he 
moved to Galveston, his new friends and busi-
ness contacts helped him turn Rumors into a 
success. “It started off very well. Galveston 
took to it, folks from Houston came down, and 
people from Dallas and the rest of Texas and 
Louisiana also started coming. It’s been five 
years now. It seems to be working.”

Galveston’s open and accepting environ-
ment has played a big role in Rumors’ success, 
even at a time when gay bars are no longer the 
social hubs they once were. “We’re the bar that 
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Imaginative Installations
Galveston Artist Residency spotlights the work 

of nonbinary artists Ian Gerson and Everest Pipkin this month.
By LILLIAN HOANG 

Every year, Galveston Artist 
Residency (GAR) awards three 
individuals 24/7 access to an art 
studio, a nearby apartment, and 

a monthly stipend of $1,000 from October 
through July. 

“My primary hope for the residency is that 
by supporting creativity for its own sake, we 
create an environment that fosters new ways 
of looking at the world and new ways of prob-
lem solving,” says GAR Director Eric Schnell. 

For the 2020–2021 residency year, GAR 
selected nonbinary artists Ian Gerson and 
Everest Pipkin to participate in the program. 
Their artwork will be on view in the gallery 
through July 17. GAR Gallery is open Tuesday 
through Saturday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Schnell says Gerson was selected for many 
reasons. Schnell explains, “Ian’s work stood 
out to the selection panel as an interesting mix 
of sculptural environment combining with an 
exploration of personal history, past, present, 
and future.” 

Born in Houston, Gerson, a transgender 
and queer multidisciplinary artist who uses 
he/him and they/them pronouns, transports 
audiences to other worlds with large-scale 
installations, drawings, collages, paintings, 
and more. 

“In my practice, I create worlds. It’s been 
an element of escape to try to create from 
my imagination, to find a place for myself,” 
Gerson says. 

A 2015 site-specific installation titled Fu-

ture Floor captures their mission as an artist. 
In a New York artist-run space, they created 
an otherworldly vessel with wood, cardboard, 
acrylic, poster paper, black lights, water, and 
found beach plastics. During the exhibition, 
visitors got to enter a 10-foot-tall spacecraft, 
explore a control room made of bright neon 
lights, and envision another realm.

“I feel like we are so limited in what we 
think is possible,” Gerson says. “This idea of 
seeing and knowing that more possibilities 
exist, that really resonates with my own expe-
rience as coming to understand myself as trans 
[and] as queer.”

The 36-year-old has a bachelor’s degree 
in studio art from the University of Texas at 
Austin, and a master’s degree in sculpture and 

Q U E E R  I N  G A LV E S T O N

Ian Gerson Everest Pipkin
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Everest Pipkin’s Object 1 for Corsicana Sky Ian Gerson’s Return

extended media from Virginia Commonwealth 
University. 

Gerson applied for the Galveston program 
to reconnect with Texas, a region they hadn’t 
lived in for over a decade. As part of their 
fellowship, they walked around the Galves-
ton coastline at low tide to gather materials, 
which they used in their installation titled 
Return. The piece represents the parallels 
between Texas and Gerson’s self-journey. 

“I’ve been thinking a lot about a place that 
constantly gets hit by hurricanes and needs to 
rebuild. I’ve also been thinking how that could 
parallel my own journey of rebuilding myself 
and my personal identity.”

Gerson wants to create another small 
site-specific installation with materials found 
in Galveston. They hope the creation inspires 
audiences to see potential in every mate-
rial they come across—even the flotsam and 
jetsam found on the beaches.

They will also organize a self-guided tour 
of Galveston by creating a map leading partici-
pants to several under-recognized destina-
tions that are significant to either Gerson or 
other Galvestonians. The tour will include a 
phone number people can call to learn more 
about each destination.  

“I want to bring to the surface or make 
people more aware of history that is intention-
ally not told,” Gerson says. “I’m interested 
in African American history and gay, queer 
stories in Galveston.”

Like Gerson, Pipkin, a drawing and soft-
ware artist who uses they/them pronouns, has 
spent their fellowship creating several pieces. 
They are currently working on a game that 
takes place in a post-apocalyptic landscape. 
Their game will highlight how the “ends of 
the world” is happening all the time, rather 
than being caused by a singular event. Pipkin 

believes these ongoing events can unite com-
munities, instead of fueling the individualistic 
fantasies often found in movies and video 
games.

“I have to believe, going forward, that the 
end of the world isn’t a total loss—that when 
you have devastation, a community comes 
together with care and builds something 
meaningful,” Pipkin explains. “It has been 
very useful for me to be in a community like 
Galveston that has gone through that cycle. It 
is a hopeful vision of what the end of the world 
will look like.”

As part of their GAR fellowship, Pipkin 
also crafted several pieces about landscapes 
and architectures through which information 
and people pass. 

“Everest’s work stood out as an artist who 
truly engages with new technology in inven-
tive and necessary ways,” says Schnell.

For the gallery, Pipkin created Object 1 for 
Corsicana Sky, one of five small sculptures 
capable of tracking airplanes overhead and 
translating encoded airplane radio transmis-
sions into sound and text in real time. 

They also created Open Captions for a 
Translucent Building, an endless, generative 
poem commissioned for St. Göran’s Gymna-
sium in Stockholm, Sweden. The software 
captures the Swedish building’s history and 
uses. The artwork also highlights how many 
lives can intersect in one structure.

Originally from Bee Cave, Texas, Pipkin 
received a bachelor of fine arts degree from 
the University of Texas at Austin and a master 
of fine arts degree from Carnegie Mellon 
University. The 30-year-old decided to pursue 
a studio practice because the medium allowed 
them to work and approach research through 
aesthetic, scientific, technical, or emotional 
lenses.

“It felt like a place that could include sci-
entific practices as well as my own political, 
personal, and aesthetic convictions,” Pipkin 
says. 

Although Pipkin works with many disci-
plines such as games, drawing, and writing, 
their work shares a common interest: data, 
ranging from information found on Wikipedia 
to conversations with a neighbor about the 
types of roses they grow. 

Their work deals with themes of commu-
nication, community, and information. They 
create to transform digital spaces into sites 
where people can come together and build, 
whether that is in corporate networks or on 
community-built platforms.

While Pipkin’s work covers topics such as 
mass surveillance and discriminatory algo-
rithms, they believe that their art should not 
be used as a substitute for activism, but rather 
as one repository of research and experience 
among many.

“Looking at or experiencing artwork is not 
the same as getting involved in your commu-
nity or being there for your neighbors,” they 
explain. 

Pipkin encourages people to view the 
exhibition in person for an unforgettable 
experience. 

“I cannot overestimate how special a space 
GAR is, and how rare it is for something like 
this to exist. It is a world-class institution,” 
Pipkin says. “It is more than worthy of keeping 
in your sights.”

To learn more about the Galveston Artist 
Residency, visit galvestonartistresi-

dency.org. Follow Ian Gerson on Instagram at 
instagram.com/ianmilesgerson and Everest 
Pipkin at instagram.com/everestpipkin.

      OutSmartMagazine.com  |  JULY 2021  43

http:// galvestonartistresi-dency.org.
http:// galvestonartistresi-dency.org.
http:// instagram.com/ianmilesgerson 
http:// instagram.com/everestpipkin.
http:// outsmartmagazine.com 


44  JULY 2021  |  OutSmartMagazine.com

ALL 
ABOARD
for fun!

GALVESTON RRMUSEUM.ORG

Visit the GALVESTON RAILROAD MUSEUM!

Ice Cream
for kids!

FREE

http:// galvestonrrmuseum.org 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com


      OutSmartMagazine.com  |  JULY 2021  45

Queer Island Connections 
10 ways to experience the best of LGBTQ Galveston.

By LOURDES ZAVALETA

Q U E E R  I N  G A LV E S T O N

S
ummer is here, and the beach is 
calling. If you’re headed to Galves-
ton, you should know that while the 
Island is known for its sandy shore, 
the LGBTQ locals are doing far more 
than sunbathing along the Seawall. 

With so many great options to choose from, let 
OutSmart’s Queer Things to Do in Galveston 
roundup be your guide to connecting with life 
on the Island. 

FIND COMMUNITY 
ONLINE 
The best way to start 
planning your itinerary 
is to research where the 
Island’s LGBTQ movers 
and shakers hang out. The lo-
cal queer community has a Facebook group for 
that: the Galveston Island Rainbow Lesbi-
an Society (GIRLS) is an online space where 
queer folks can make friends, plan meetups, 
and ask questions about where to spend qual-
ity time on the Island. For more info, visit 
tinyurl.com/2whknfze. 

DINE ON 
THE BEACHFRONT
The Gulf Coast is known 
for its gracious grub, and 
since you’ll be right on 
the shoreline, you won’t 
want to miss out on Galves-
ton’s best seafood. Our restaurant recommen-
dation is Daya Meyers Hurt’s Fish Company 
Taco, located at 1914 23rd St. This lesbian 
chef’s highly regarded Island establishment 
is well known for Asian fusian-style fish, 
shrimp, and veggie tacos. For more info, visit 
fishcotaco.com.

TAKE IN THE ART
Galveston’s thriving downtown art scene has 
been designated as an official Cultural Arts 
District by the Texas Commission on the Arts. 
This recognition should come as no surprise, 
since the city seems to offer creative options 
at every turn. The work of several LGBTQ 
artists, including gay multimedia artist Heyd 
Fontenot, is currently being showcased at 
some of the Island’s top galleries. View Fon-
tenot’s Sacred Order of Eternal Wounds at the 

Galveston Arts Center through July 11.  
For more info, visit galvestonartscenter.org.

SHOP ON THE STRAND
The Strand, a lively strip 
in the heart of historic 
Galveston, features an 
abundance of specialty 
shops. One can’t-miss 
stop is lesbian artist 
Alecia Boles’ Pardon 
My French boutique. The 
hip store is filled with clothing and goodies 
adorned with pithy sayings. For more info,  
visit pardonmyfrenchonthestrand.com.

EXPLORE THE NIGHTLIFE
From dancing to drag shows and live music 
performances, your LGBTQ Island clubbing 
options are endless at spots like Rumors Bar 
& Grill and 23rd Street Station Piano Bar. 
And if you’re a queer-history buff, be sure to 
visit Robert’s Lafitte, the oldest gay bar in 
Texas. Still owned and operated by its original 
proprietor, Robert Manor, the bar is celebrat-
ing its 52nd year in business. For more info, 
visit robertslafitte.weebly.com.

HIT THE BEACH

Galveston Island boasts 30 miles of Gulf 
beaches, and each of them has something 
different to offer. Those looking for entertain-
ment should head over to Galveston’s East 
Beach, also known as “the party beach.” The 
area is the site of numerous live-entertainment 
events, and features amenities such as conces-
sion stands, showers, restrooms, and beach-
chair rentals. And, unlike many other local 
beaches, alcohol is permitted at East Beach. 
For more info, visit galvestonparkboard.org. 

DELVE INTO ISLAND HISTORY
If you haven’t already noticed, many of the 

Island’s attractions are deeply rooted in the 
19th century, back when Galveston was the 
largest city in Texas. You can learn more about 
the Island’s prosperous past by participat-
ing in walking and bus tours of its famous 
Victorian architecture, natural amenities, 
and “haunted” venues. There are also a bevy 
of museums to visit, including the nostalgia-
filled and queer-friendly Galveston Railroad 
Museum. For more info on that museum, visit 
galvestonrrmuseum.org.

PREPARE FOR PRIDE 
Galveston’s LGBTQ Pride celebration is set 
to occur this September, and organizers are 
gearing up by raising funds for the event on 
July 18. You can help the cause by attending a 
benefit brunch and show at Robert’s Lafitte, 
sponsored by Out4Brunch. For more info, 
visit facebook.com/pridegalveston.

WORSHIP IN A SAFE SPACE
Religious institutions have the power to 
spiritually uplift people, and Galveston’s 
Westminster Presbyterian Church seeks to 
nurture all who walk through its doors—re-
gardless of one’s gender identity, sexuality, 
age, or background. Openly gay pastor Todd 
Starnes-Williams leads the LGBTQ-affirming 
congregation. For more info, visit westminster-
prez.com.

ATTEND A POP-UP BOOK FAIR 
Bbaravado Inc.—a collective of Black, Brown, 
and Asian revolutionaries, artists, visionar-
ies, and advocates for diaspora justice and 
opportunity—are hosting their first pop-up 
book fair at the Proletariat Gallery & Public 
House on July 27. The event will feature poetry 
readings, author signings, writing workshops, 
and an open mic. For more info, visit facebook.
com/bbaravadoink.
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http:// fishcotaco.com.
http:// galvestonartscenter.org.
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Who doesn’t love a vin-
tage passenger train? The 
romance of riding the 
rails, the simplicity of a 
time before travel meant 
long lines and security 
checks, the idea of falling 

asleep to the sound of wheels going clickity-
clack on the tracks. 

Local nostalgia lovers are in luck, because 
one of the coolest railroad museums in the 
country is right down the road on Galveston Is-
land. With everything from train rides and an 
outdoor garden to model-railroad displays and 
a gift shop, the museum is fun, it’s educational, 
and sometimes it’s very romantic. 

“We have very diverse patrons,” says 
Galveston Railroad Museum Executive Direc-
tor David Robertson. “We had a gay wedding 
here [last month] on the Bonnie Brook, and the 
couple spent the night.”

The Bonnie Brook is a luxury private train 
car from 1949 that sports two-and-a-half 
bedrooms, a galley kitchen, a bathroom with a 
shower, and an observation lounge that seats 
20. Jackie Gleason, notorious for his fear of fly-
ing, used the Bonnie Brook to travel between 
his Miami home and New York City, where 
he shot The Jackie Gleason Show in the 1950s 
and ’60s. The museum acquired Gleason’s car 
last year just before the pandemic, so unveil-
ing it to the public had to wait until this June. 
Robertson says the Bonnie Brook’s overnight 
bookings on Airbnb have really taken off. 

But there’s plenty more to the museum 
that’s housed in the 10,000-square-foot Art 
Deco train station built to serve as the starting 
point of the Gulf, Colorado, and Santa Fe Rail-
way. The five-acre property that anchors one 
end of The Strand houses locomotives and rail 
cars, a garden area with a gazebo, a 1911 steam 
tractor, and palm trees that provide a backdrop 
for weddings, corporate events, and parties. 

But special events are not the only attrac-
tion. Houstonian Jennifer Olin recently dis-
covered that the Galveston Railroad Museum 
makes for a perfect summer day trip. “Even 
though we have a house in Galveston, I didn’t 
know about the museum until a friend came in 
from out of town with her twins. They are in 
love with trains and couldn’t wait to go. We had 
a blast from the minute we stepped into the 
old train station! There are these benches with 

plaster statues dressed in the style of the old 
era. It’s just so much fun. We rode the train out 
and back, looked at all the memorabilia, took 
pictures of old engines and different kinds of 
cars. It’s just a great, wholesome way to spend 
the afternoon.”

Those 31 plaster “ghost statues” in the 
station’s waiting area were created by Ivan 
and Elliot Schwartz in 1981 using live models 
in period clothing to guide them. The museum 
hosts school field trips, a Railroad Merit Badge 
class for scouts, and free Blue Bell ice cream 
for kids during the summer. 

But you don’t have to be young to enjoy the 
railroad museum. “My favorite thing to do is 
ride the Harborside Express,” says Robertson. 
“I love riding that train—even grown-ups get 
excited like little kids.” The Express is an 
open-air caboose that travels one mile down 
Harborside Drive and back on weekends, 
weather permitting. 

“And The Strand is right out in front of 
the museum,” says Robertson. “So you can go 
shopping and eat at the restaurants there, and 
just stay all day.” There’s also a café inside the 
depot, as well as a gift shop where Robertson 
sees both children and adults leaving with 

A Trip Back in Time 
The Galveston Railroad Museum is a

unique events venue and day-trip destination.
By MARENE GUSTIN

armloads of model trains. 
Although sanitation stations and deep 

cleaning are still used, the museum does not 
require masks and social distancing at this 
time. They do recommend masks for the indoor 
exhibits, however. 

And after being cancelled last year because 
of the pandemic, the Polar Express Train Ride 
will return for the 2021 holiday season. Based 
on the children’s book and the popular Tom 
Hanks holiday movie, the experience includes 
a two-mile train ride with Santa Claus, hot 
chocolate, and a visit to a Christmas village. 
The event is so popular that tickets sold out 
within hours in 2019. (Hint: you get early ac-
cess to tickets with a museum membership.)  

Museum entrance is $12 for adults, $9 for 
seniors, and $6 for children. Train ride tickets 
are an additional $6. You can buy tickets online 
in advance of your trip.

“We want everyone to feel welcome at the 
Galveston Railroad Museum,” Robertson 
emphasizes. “We just love having people come. 
Every day is a party around here!”

For more information, visit 
galvestonrrmuseum.org.

Q U E E R  I N  G A LV E S T O N
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Thank you for voting me Best Realtor® in Galveston -OutSmart Readers’ Choice 2013-15

Sally B. Wallace Preservation Award
for Green Revival (solar panels

on my 1899 Victorian home)

LIVE in GALVESTON
COOLER in the SUMMER  •  WARMER in the WINTER

The House Company
409/763-2800
David@DavidBowers.com

CLOSE to
HOUSTON

HISTORIC
HOMES

NEAR
by the

BEACH!

1823 Sealy Street • Galveston • $534,500 

Circa 1886, two-story Victorian home with double gallery 
front porches and two additional apartments attached. 
Great vacation rental potential! Easy walking distance to 
downtown and lots of restaurants. Main house has formal 
living & dining rooms. Great historical district location!

©2021 Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC. Better Homes and Gardens® is a registered trademark of Meredith Corporation licensed to Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC. Equal Opportunity Company. Equal 
Housing Opportunity. Each Franchise is Independently Owned and Operated. If your property is currently listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers.

The Battaglia Building
701 14th S t.  $695,000 | MLS# 26013974

Classic two story corner store with store below and quarters 
above built in 1932. Downstairs has large storefront windows 
along Winnie and 14th. Historically well-preserved upstairs 
apartment accessed from Winnie, has living room, formal 
dining, kitchen, 3 bedrooms, full bath. Accessed from 2nd floor 
apartment is a balcony overlooking 14th Street, roof garden 
with hot tub & views of downtown. Large garage, 41x23, adjoins 
downstairs space and has high bay area, storage mezzanine. 
Located in the heart of the East End Historical District along 
14th Street, high visibility and well trafficked. 6 parking spots 
on 14th and Winnie.

David Bowers
REALTOR®

409.763.2800
David@DavidBowers.com

Voted Best 
Financial Planner

SAVE 
A 

LIFE
LOCK UP YOUR Guns
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Building Brotherhood 
Heavy Hitters Pride creates community

for LGBTQ men of color and larger size.
By ZACH McKENZIE
Photo by Pisces310

C O M M U N I T Y

J
ovaun P. Hicks was dissatisfied by 
the lack of representation for LGBTQ 
men of color and larger size in media, 
public-health advertisements, and 
Pride celebrations. Instead of forcing 
his way into these spaces, Hicks took 
what he had learned from various 
“big-boy events” and helped create 

Heavy Hitters Pride. The unique three-day 
celebration is gearing up for another life-
changing weekend, July 30 through August 1 at 
Hilton Houston Westchase—and Hicks and his 
team already have dreams for expansion.

Hicks explains that organizing Heavy Hit-
ters Pride events was not the original mission 
of the group. “In 2014, Heavy Hitters came 
about as a discussion group [at] the mSSociety, 
a drop-in center located in Montrose at Legacy 
Community Health. We had an area where you 
could meet, have conversations, and watch 
TV,” the out gay leader recalls. “I met with one 
of the directors and told them I had an idea for 
a group for men of size, allies, and admirers 
to meet and have conversations about things 
that plague us. The men-of-size community is 
overlooked, and I wanted to create a safe space 
where we could meet and chat.”

After Hicks laid this foundation for the 
group, they gained the attention of someone 
who nudged him to take the next step. “My 
friend Terry and I were traveling to other 
events that were deemed ‘big boy’ events. A 
friend approached me and said he had attended 
the discussion groups, and he asked if we were 
interested in hosting an event like those we 
had attended,” Hicks says. “I initially declined 
because I knew it was a big undertaking, but 
eventually I agreed to be a part of it. We devel-
oped Heavy Hitters Pride, and we had our first 
event in 2015.

“When we were going to Pride events, there 
wasn’t a ton of representation for big guys. 
You’d see the muscle boys and the twinks, and 
we thought, ‘Where are the big dudes in these 
advertisements? Where is the representa-
tion?’” the public-health professional reflects. 
Speaking to what makes Heavy Hitters special, 

Jovaun P. Hicks (center) surrounded by 
members of his Heavy Hitters Pride group.
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to create an environment where people feel 
like they don’t have to put on.”

It’s an exciting time for the group as in-per-
son events once again become possible. Hicks 
explains this year’s theme is a celebration of 
making it out to the other side of COVID. 

“Our standard motto is, ‘Heavy Hitters 
Pride, where every pound has a story,’” Hicks 
says proudly. “Every person that participates 
has a story. Unfortunately, we didn’t get to do 
a 2020 event, so our 2021 theme of “Through 
It All, Still Here” [is a reflection on how] 2020 
was a hard time for so many people. We’ve 
endured COVID, the winter storm, got a new 
political administration, and so on—and we 
are all still here.”

While Hicks’ 2021 empowerment confer-
ence is sure to offer a beacon of hope and safety 
for attendees, he is looking forward to even 
better events in the years to come. “In the 
future, the goal is to be able to have our own 
physical location. I would love to have an area 
to host meetings [with enough space] so people 
can gather to have conversations. I want them 
to be empowered to [take a good look] at why 
individuals are who they are.”

For more information, 
visit heavyhitterspride.com. 

“ATTENDING ANYTHING THAT 
IS HEAVY HITTERS-RELATED 

IS AN OPPORTUNITY TO 
HAVE AN EMPOWERING AND 

ALLOWING EXPERIENCE. 
WE ARE CREATING 

EXPERIENCES FOR MEN OF 
SIZE TO BE FREE, INCLUSIVE, 
RECOGNIZED, EMPOWERED, 

ACKNOWLEDGED.”
—Jovaun P. Hicks 

Hicks focuses on the inclusive nature of the 
safe spaces he creates. “Attending anything 
that is Heavy Hitters-related is an opportunity 
to have an empowering and allowing experi-
ence. We are creating experiences for men of 
size to be free, inclusive, recognized, empow-
ered, acknowledged. All events are geared 
toward men of size, but we are open to anyone 
that wants to party with us.”

As they prepare to celebrate their sixth 
year, Hicks notes that Heavy Hitters’ unique 
gatherings can give his community lifelong 
confidence and, well, pride. “We have empow-
erment sessions, informative sessions, and a 
luncheon on Sunday that embraces our guests. 
We have a brunch that has spoken-word per-
formers and other entertainers. And our pool 
party is so dope to me! I was never comfortable 
taking my shirt off, but at my events and other 
big-boy events, I saw big guys walking around 
the pool with their shirts off and having a good 
time. It’s an opportunity to be free,” he says. 

“One thing I love about the weekend, even if 
it’s just three days, is that it’s centered around 
[letting people experience] a reality of how 
life should be. You should feel free to be this 
empowered every day.”

Events like this are especially important 
for those who are working on self-esteem 

issues, but Hicks explains that even the most 
confident person can gain something from a 
Heavy Hitters event. “It’s an unfortunate real-
ity, but sometimes the first thing a man of size 
thinks of is, ‘How is my day going to be?’ I have 
to put this armor up because I’m a little larger 
than the typical person. Smaller individuals 
don’t have that barrier. That’s not to say others 
aren’t struggling, but as a larger guy, I have 
to second-guess so much just to avoid being 
stared at, or the butt of someone’s joke. We aim 

1434 W. Alabama St. • Houston, TX 77006 
(713)528-4900 main • (888)504-9006 fax

www.MidtownVetHospital.com

Our Mission is to deepen the bonds between 
people and their pets by providing personalized, 
compassionate care. We are a full-service
veterinary hospital offering high-quality 
       services for your pet.

MIDTOWN VETERINARY HOSPITAL
Your Neighborhood Pet Care Solution

h

http:// heavyhitterspride.com.
http:// www.midtownvethospital.com 
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Creating for Change
Out artist Kiki Neumann’s political yard signs inspire Texans to vote.

By DAVID WEBB

H
ouston folk artist Kiki Neu-
mann’s passions are forever 
fluid, and their most recent evo-
lution has embraced politics—
an activity that has consumed 
almost as much of her life as art 
has. This fall, expect to see her 
craft on display in unique get-

out-the-vote signs at homes and businesses 
throughout the city, and maybe beyond.

“After years of creating all kinds of art, 
I would like to focus on creating things to 
inspire others to get involved for change,” 
Neumann says. “That’s more important than 
monetary pursuits. I am at that wonderful 
stage in life where I can give in a creative way.”

The native Houstonian’s creative path took 
her from Lamar High School, where she first 
realized her artistic ambitions, to the Univer-
sity of New Mexico for a liberal-arts degree—
along with stops at the University of Houston 
to study archeology, Austin Community Col-
lege to learn offset printing, and the University 
of Texas at Austin for even more art study.

Politics caught the fledgling artist’s at-
tention in 1972 when she worked for Texas Lt. 
Gov. Bill Hobby. She met several Texas female 
political legends like Sarah Weddington, Sissy 
Farenthold, and Barbara Jordan at rallies and 
marches in Houston and Austin. Even as they 
inspired her to get more involved in politics, 
Neumann knew that art would continue to 
be her medium of expression as she sup-
ported LGBTQ political and cultural groups by 
producing their fliers, tickets, calendars, and 
other advertising.

For 17 years, Neumann held a corporate job 
as a sales representative for Houston’s largest 
commercial paper distributor, Unisource. 
Although that position gave her financial 
stability, she decided to leave that profession 
and turn her full-time attention to her art. She 
bought a warehouse near downtown Houston 
and created a unique recycled-art studio, using 
cast-off wood from construction and demoli-
tion sites for her creations. She embellished 
tables, chairs, and other found objects, and 

even used 2,000 yardsticks to fabricate unique 
mirrors and tabletops. Her home and garden 
items were sold in retail stores and art shows.

Her interest in unique signage projects 
began when she repurposed a stockpile of old 
signs to create signage for 15 buildings across 
Houston, including the Houston Green Build-
ing Center.

As Neumann started collecting old license 
plates, she discovered they were an easy me-

dium to cut and shape into useful items such 
as clipboards, angel wings, and magnets. Then 
she began photographing the license plates to 
create funky graphic images for greeting cards, 
banners, and yard signs. She has tens of thou-
sands of old license plates stored in her studio 
warehouse for use in her designs. “I have made 
thousands of items in my 25 years of work, and 
they are as diverse as this wonderfully diverse 
LGBTQ community I live in.”
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Her license-plate images have morphed 
into a full line of greeting cards that are now 
carried in stores throughout Texas. Eight years 
of success with original note cards is espe-
cially impressive in an age when traditional 
mailed greeting cards are losing ground to 
online messages. 

Neumann came out as a lesbian 50 years 
ago, so her work as an artist has always run 
in parallel with her activism. She marched 
in Houston’s first mass-protest rally against 
singer and anti-gay activist Anita Bryant in 
1977, and she demonstrated to demand better 
health care for local gay men (many of whom 
were her friends) during the early days of the 
AIDS epidemic. She also served on the board of 
Lesbians in Business. “I worked to get the vote 
out, and I was part of almost every gay group 
in this city that staged musical, political, and 
cultural events.”

As a breast-cancer survivor, Neumann en-
joys donating art to fundraisers for the Lesbian 
Health Initiative. An early free mammogram 
she received from that group alerted her to a 

life-threatening health condition. “That group 
saved my life with their outreach to the com-
munity.”

The artist’s latest creative tangent with 
political signs arose from her 2020 efforts to 
encourage a strong voter turnout in the face 
of a raging pandemic. She contacted her City 
Council representative Karla Cisneros and 
volunteered to create yard signs that simply 
said Vote. “I knew we needed to get out the vote 
in many parts of Houston where people are not 
registered. Together, we got a few thousand 
yard signs into folks’ yards before the 2020 
presidential election. I think it was a huge suc-
cess, as I still see them up in yards.”

Now, Neumann is hoping her sign project 
will help turn out the vote for the 2022 mid-
term elections. She is offering two designs to 
motivate people to action: Vote and Vote With 
Pride. The colorful signs echo her signature 
technique with recycled license plates to spell 
out messages. Her Facebook page “Vote With 
Pride Yard Signs” is letting her new and old 
fans know when the eye-catching signs will be 

available at local events for a small donation. 
“They are good for any election, as they are 
bright and cheerfully remind people to get out 
there and register to vote.”

Neumann’s sign project grew out of her 
deep desire to help create a better world, and 
she is funding it herself until she can find an 
angel investor. Like all creative people, she 
is protective of her work, but she believes the 
need for change in the world is more impor-
tant than profit. “Other people are welcome to 
use my designs if they wish. This is one kind 
of original creation that I would be glad and 
honored if people copied it.”

Although it’s too early to know if her yard-
sign art will help qualified candidates get 
elected next year, Neumann is pleased that all 
of her projects reflect her passion for promot-
ing social justice and the good of the commu-
nity. “It’s always behind everything I do.”

For more information on 
Kiki Neumann’s political yard signs, 

visit tinyurl.com/pb4ka3j7. 
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Kiki Neumann displays one of her colorful new Vote With Pride signs in her home garden.

http:// tinyurl.com/pb4ka3j7.
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H
eaven is a place on Earth, and it has 
a name: Numbers Nightclub. People 
have traveled around the world in 
search of a comparison, and the 
result is the same every time: There 
is no other place that matches a 

Friday night at 300 Westheimer. 
That feeling is what inspired Marcus 

Pontello to create a film about the notorious 
establishment titled Friday I’m In Love. It will 
be screened in its entirety on Saturday, July 
31, at 8 p.m. and Sunday, August 1, at 7:30 p.m. 
at Numbers. 

The film blends personal stories with 
those of iconic musicians who have played 
at the club. Friday I’m in Love celebrates the 
people who ignited and sustained Numbers’ 
musical legacy of acceptance for all, amidst 
the backdrop of cultural intolerance. Pontello 
pays tribute to former owners Bruce Godwin, 
a flamboyant DJ extraordinaire, and Robert 
Burtenshaw, an introverted British video 
artist—two industry insiders who were best 
friends when they decided to buy the venue in 
1987. 

A supporting cast of staff, patrons, and 
bands such as Erasure and Ministry also share 
heartwarming and personal stories that reveal 
the evolution of the venue, while also exposing 
some of the difficulties Numbers and Montrose 
have endured over the years. LGBTQ conflicts 
with the police, the AIDS epidemic, and legal 
issues with City Hall have all been a part of the 
club’s legacy. 

As the title implies, the film honors one of 
the dance club’s most active evenings.

“Friday is the big night for Numbers,” Pon-
tello explains. “They’ve been doing ’80s nights 
[now called Classic Numbers] since 1991. A lot 
of people’s first time at Numbers is on a Friday 
night. Since I didn’t grow up in the ’80s, that 
music was all new. It was like discovering an 
amazing world of music that was from the 
generation before me. Numbers really was the 
unique melting pot of Houston, and it was the 
feeling of freedom that sucked me in. That’s 
what draws a lot of people in.” 

Growing up in Pearland but attending the 
High School for the Performing and Visual 
Arts (HSPVA) in Montrose, Pontello natually 
felt the allure of the alternative club scene as a 
gender-nonconforming artist. 

“My love for the club originated at age 15, 
[when I would] go there on Friday nights for 
Classic Numbers. Being a student at HSPVA, 
Numbers was in my backyard. It was natural 
that I discovered it. I fell in love with it my first 
Friday night there. The music and people com-
pletely blew my mind,” Pontello recalls. 

“It’s hard to describe. When you’re in 
there on a Friday night, it’s truly a melting pot 
of all generations, all genders, races—every 
subculture you can think of. For lack of a better 
word, it’s the closest thing to Utopia I’ve ever 
experienced. I’ve interviewed well over 150 
people for this documentary, and every single 
person mentions this incredible experience of 
freedom and acceptance that they feel in rela-
tionship to Numbers. It’s a consistent through-
line. It’s the people and the bold, emphatic 
feeling of freedom. ‘Come as you are, and you 
will not be judged.’ It’s the soul of Montrose. It’s 

the core of what Montrose stands for. Numbers 
is the surviving beat of what the neighborhood 
stands for,” they add.

Once the idea to create a documen-
tary about the history of Numbers had been 
planted, there was no turning back. Pontello 
spent the next nine years collecting inter-
views, photographs, videos, and every other bit 
of recordable history to stitch the film together. 

“Word-of-mouth and Facebook were a large 
part of the research. Asking about one person 
led me to more connections, which led to more 
connections. Plus, going there every Friday 
night helped. It was a domino effect. Interest-
ing organizations in town became part of my 
research, too,” Pontello notes.

They utilized the Gulf Coast Archive and 
Museum (GCAM), which houses an archive 
of Houston and Texas LGBTQ history that 
includes a trove of original This Week in Texas 
magazines. Another huge help was the Botts 
Collection, a local archive that catalogues 
LGBTQ artifacts from the Houston area. 
Pontello also gained access to the belongings of 
longtime club owner Burtenshaw, who created 
custom music videos for the Classic Numbers 
nights throughout the ’90s.

As more and more time was spent col-
lecting material for the documentary, the 
necessity for funding also increased. Pontello 
created a Kickstarter in 2015 to finance the 
film, which raised close to $50,000. Personal 
donations also rolled in, and Pontello recently 
started applying for grants. Even as Pontello 
plans the initial screenings for the film,  
additional funding is still needed.

Fierce Filmmaker 
Marcus Pontello documents the rich history of Numbers Nightclub.

By SAM BYRD   |   Photo by GAVIN CALAIS

C O V E R  F E A T U R E

CONTINUED ON PAGE 66
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“I’VE INTERVIEWED WELL 
OVER 150 PEOPLE FOR 
THIS DOCUMENTARY, 
AND EVERY SINGLE 

PERSON MENTIONS THIS 
INCREDIBLE EXPERIENCE 

OF FREEDOM AND 
ACCEPTANCE THAT THEY 
FEEL IN RELATIONSHIP

TO NUMBERS.”
—Marcus Pontello
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Montrose Magic 
For 40 years and counting, Numbers Nightclub

has kept the party going.
By SAM BYRD

Photos by GAVIN CALAIS

C O M M U N I T Y

Is there a more storied bar 
and dance club in Montrose 
than Numbers? Despite all 
the colorful competition in 
the gayborhood, it’s doubt-
ful that anyone will find 
one as eclectic and uni-

versally adored as the one at 300 Westheimer. 
Now approaching its 43rd year of operation, 
Numbers has endured through various owners, 
a few name changes, the disco craze, an unfor-
tunate try at a Country & Western Night, and 
the most infamous ’80s Night in the city.

The club began its life in 1976 as a dinner 
theater under owner Beverly Wren. Its name, 
The Million Dollar City Dump, was a refer-
ence to the princely sum it cost her to open the 
business. That history explains why there’s a 
large stage in the venue, which featured Las 
Vegas-style shows. But the format didn’t work 
well, and by 1978 Wren’s pricey property was 
looking for a new business model.

Wren was approached by another club 
owner who proposed transforming her build-
ing into a gay disco named Numbers, which 
lasted for a few years. Following that brief suc-
cess, the club was renamed Babylon in 1980, 
which lasted until 1981. The club experienced 
some ups and downs (and closures) over the 
next several years before a new team of opera-
tors entered the picture and shaped the club 
into what it is today, starting with previous 
owner Bruce Godwin. Godwin’s music-indus-
try connections helped the club thrive, and his 
influence still reverberates today.

“I was working at The Record Rack off 
South Shepherd. At that time, there were no 
big chain stores and the DJs were getting their 
music from me. Every week, I’d give them the 
latest music, talk about what songs were going 
to be popular, and give them remixes. In 1980, 
disco was dying off and new-wave, alternative, 
electronic, and punk rock gained a following. 
One of the DJs came to the record store and 
asked if I’d be interested in working at Num-

bers on a Thursday night and playing alterna-
tive music,” Godwin recalls.

After establishing himself as a weekly 
DJ, Godwin started to branch out. He had 
connections with Pace Concerts, and he used 
those relationships to bring live entertain-
ment to the club. Godwin says well more than 
100 Grammy Award winners and thousands of 
acts have graced the Numbers stage through-
out the years. The club’s first act was The 
Village People, and the list of LGBTQ royalty 
who played the venue includes acts like Grace 
Jones, Erasure, Divine, The Pointer Sisters, 
Sylvester, Melissa Etheridge, and many more.

In spite of the openings and closings 
throughout the ’70s and ’80s, the venue etched 

its place in Houston culture, prompting the 
owners to rebrand Numbers as Numbers 2 
in the early ’90s. That’s when it became more 
than just a live-music venue as people from all 
walks of life turned out to enjoy the Hakuna 
Matata vibe embraced by the establishment. 

DJ Lane Lewis, who works the turntables 
on Thursday nights and is launching a new 
high-energy, retro-modern music show start-
ing July 8, describes the Numbers 2 crowd 
he often saw. “Within a few feet, there was 
a middle-aged white accountant dancing by 
himself, an older Black gentleman dancing by 
himself, two trans women dancing together, 
what looked like a college ball player surround-
ed by three college girls fawning over him, and 

DJ Lane LewisDJ Wes Wallace 
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a Native American guy with his girlfriend. 
This was a microcosm of the world. Nobody 
is bickering, fighting, or pointing fingers 
and judging. I challenge anyone to go to any 
nightclub in this country and try to find a more 
diverse, eclectic, and accepting place.” 

Believe it or not, Numbers 2 is also a  
“family” club—of sorts. 

“I was in my late teens, and my family and 
I weren’t getting along very well at that point,” 
DJ Lewis recalls. “I was coming out in full 
force, and there were all those familiar con-
flicts. My mother hated Numbers. She felt it 
was the home of Satan, and nothing good ever 
came out of Numbers. [Living with my parents 
was so tense that] I ended up living with a Brit-
ish family in Southwest Houston. Numbers 
closed in the mid ’80s and reopened in 1987. 
For the grand re-opening, my mom picked me 
up, drove me to the Galleria, and bought me a 
new suit to wear to the event. That was a big 
deal to me. Numbers helped me reconnect with 
my mother, in a way.”

Current Numbers owner Rudi Bunch re-
members other stories of families connecting 
through the club. “For a while, we were getting 
the same people who had been coming for 10, 
15, 20 years. Maybe they met their spouse at 
the club. Now they have children, and they’re 
bringing their kids with them to Numbers.”

like it might turn ugly for whatever group was 
being targeted. People have known that, ap-
preciated it, and come to expect that attitude 
at Numbers. That’s something that will never 
change,” Bunch emphasizes. 

The city’s affection for the venerable Lower 
Westheimer dance club has only grown stron-
ger over the years. Its Friday nights are dedi-
cated to ’80s music, which is lovingly marketed 
as “Classic Numbers.” Longtime record-spin-
ner DJ Wes Wallace still presides on Fridays, 
which are by far the club’s most popular nights. 
The venue will host a celebration for the 30th 
anniversary of Classic Numbers on Friday, 
July 16.

“I haven’t missed a Friday except for one 
during Hurricane Ike and, of course, the 
entire pandemic. When I first started DJing 
on Fridays, it was just the late-’80s classics 
and remix videos. But it slowly changed into 
more early-’80s new wave and other different 
genres, and I eventually started peppering in 
new music that fit the night. It’s a different 
vibe every Friday, and it’s always packed, fun, 
and never a dull moment. People wait all week 
for it,” Wallace notes.

Classic Numbers earned the attention of 
one local fan who has created a film about the 

venue. That documentary, Friday I’m In Love, 
will be shown at the club on the weekend of 
July 31. (Read more on page 52) 

Indeed, it has been the community’s loyalty 
that has carried the club through even the 
hardest of times, including the COVID-19 
pandemic. Bunch says business is roaring back 
now that people feel more comfortable being in 
close proximity to others.

“We were closed for 14 straight months. 
We realized we couldn’t reopen a dance venue 
until there was a vaccine, so we stuck to our 
guns and waited to reopen. I’m optimistic 
about our future. People were ready for us to 
be back open,” Bunch says, adding that his club 
has become a must-see for the uninitiated. 
“Numbers is considered by a lot of people to be 
a Houston institution. If they’re entertaining 
out-of-town guests, it’s on their must-do list. 
There are people who travel all around the 
world, and they say they’ve never found a place 
like this anywhere else. It’s like a second home. 
We appreciate that loyalty.”

Numbers is located at 300 Westheimer. 
For information about special events  

and the live-entertainment schedule, call  
713-521-1121 or visit numbersnightclub.com

The Numbers experience is still making 
an impact on people, all these years after its 
opening. Bunch says the tried-and-true pa-
trons have been dancing the night away since 
the ’80s, but the younger generations have 
started to discover the club, too. The typical 
age, he says, ranges anywhere from 18 to 60 
years old.

Perhaps the teens and 20-somethings are 
finding the same magic that made Numbers 
such a compelling draw in days of yore. “Our 
unofficial slogan is ‘No valet. No cocktail 
waitresses. No attitude.’ It’s ‘Come as you are’ 
and discrimination is not permitted. We’ve 
always tamped down any situation that looked 

Bruce Godwin Rudi Bunch
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Immersive Art
Heyd Fontenot ’s exhibit at Galveston Arts Center 

challenges traditional gender norms.
By JENNY BLOCK

He grew up on a farm. He 
grew up Catholic. But most 
importantly, he grew up 
curious.

Ever since he was a kid, 
Heyd Fontenot has had an 

insatiable desire to understand, to question, 
and to create. Now, at 57, he is an insightful and 
highly successful artist known for his stylized 
and delicate nude portraits. 

His current show, Sacred Order of Eternal 
Wounds, can be seen at the Galveston Arts 
Center through July 11. It’s an immersive 
environment on a scale that is designed to 
overwhelm your scale, Fontenot explains. 

The show “delves into the myth of American 
identity to explore the politicized topics of 
gender, sexuality, queer identity, and what the 
artist calls “the false promise of  ‘comfort in 
conformity.’”

The theory of gender is a common thread 
that runs through much of Fontenot’s work. He 
explains that although he firmly identifies as 
male, he has a great deal of empathy for and is 
highly supportive of those who do not conform 
to gender norms.  

Fontenot, a San Antonio resident who 
earned a BFA from Louisiana Tech Univer-
sity in graphic design, didn’t always know he 
would become an artist. Because he grew up 

on a farm, he figured he would be a farmer 
like his father. His mother, however, encour-
aged him to become a priest. “I believe [this is] 
what Catholics do with their queer sons and 
daughters to encourage them into a celibate 
and acceptable lifestyle,” Fontenot says.

“In my early life, I experienced gender 
as very limiting,” he recalls. “I felt like a lot 
of things I was interested in were restric-
tively gender-oriented. Arts and crafts were 
relegated to females. [However,] my father was 
able to be somewhat creative with metalwork 
and welding. Perhaps because the dangerous or 
dirty nature of it was acceptable,” he explains.  

Sewing, on the other hand, would have 

A R T S
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been off-limits. “That sort of thing is really 
arbitrary and frustrating, and something that 
we wrestle with as a culture.

“It’s such a useless and neurotic endeavor 
to uphold these types of restrictions, even 
unwittingly or unconsciously. But so many 
[gender-based restrictions] seem to be really 
funny when you examine them. And it’s all a 
construct—none of it is natural,” he adds.

How one defines art is a convoluted and 
often-debated topic. “Yes… Is it art?” is the 
big question. “I don’t know if you will have 
the space to publish my answer,” he jokes. “I 
think it has to do with intention and care and 
nuances. You could have a bronze that weighs 
5,000 pounds and it could be utterly useless 
and without aesthetic merit or meaning. You 
could have a cocktail napkin with a doodle on 
it that takes your breath away. 

art to process all of these tremendous feelings, 
including anxiety, sadness, grief, and terror.  

“Societies are judged and defined by the 
culture they create, so it’s really sad to see 
people dismiss the power of song, poetry, fash-
ion, and architecture. All of these things affect 
our daily lives tremendously.”

Fontenot wishes that everyone realized 
they could have an intimate “experience” with 
art. “It’s like a mirror. If you sat with the art, 
it would reflect back to you, and you could 
experience something profound. In this time of 
image-binging (and I am guilty of this myself, 
with things like Tumblr and Instagram), with 
the proper attention, you could have a profound 
experience with yourself, with art as your mir-
ror. A spiritual, psychological, and intellectual 
revelation awaits,” Fontenot says.

If there’s one thing that this visionary 
artist wants viewers to know about his work, 

it’s that it’s accessible. “I’m not referencing 
anything that is beyond their understanding. I 
made this for them. It’s a bit like a message in a 
bottle. I’m attempting to communicate.”

Fontenot emphasizes that the intention of 
his Sacred Order of Eternal Wounds show is to 
make the viewer think. “I don’t want to throttle 
you or traumatize you. I want to get you just 
off-balance enough to have an experience. 
They’re big pictures, bouncing information 
all over the gallery. I’m not giving you the an-
swers. The answer is not in the painting. The 
answer is in you.”

What: Heyd Fontenot’s Sacred Order
of Eternal Wounds 
When: Wednesdays through Sundays, 
noon to 5 p.m. through July 11
Where: Galveston Arts Center
Info: galvestonartscenter.org/heyd-fontenot

Heyd Fontenot’s Sacred Order of Eternal Wounds explores what
the artist calls “the false-promise of comfort-in-conformity.”

“It would be difficult to create a template 
for defining what is powerful ‘Art’ with a capi-
tal A.  [But that’s what] actually keeps it alive. 
It has to be approached on a case-by-case basis, 
and it has to do with external elements outside 
of the object—environmental, temporal, and 
political—that affect the way we perceive the 
art,” he explains.

Fontenot knows that art is undeniably his 
calling—which, he adds, can be hard to explain 
to anyone who might not have discovered 
their own raison d’être. “I did not have much 
formal training in my early years, and did not 
know any working career artists, but I did 
understand instinctively that this was where 
I needed to be: the act of making art, and 
problem-solving in a visual medium, struck a 
major chord with me. There was a resonance.” 

Art is vital, perhaps more now than 
ever, Fontenot says, “It’s human expression 
encapsulated in a consumable form. It helps 
the makers and it helps the viewers. We use 

“I’M NOT REFERENCING 
ANYTHING BEYOND 

THEIR UNDERSTANDING. 
I MADE THIS ART FOR 

THEM. IT’S A BIT LIKE A 
MESSAGE IN A BOTTLE. 

I’M ATTEMPTING TO 
COMMUNICATE.”

—Heyd Fontenot
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A ‘Superhero’ Return
Queer locals embrace their inner geek at this year’s Comicpalooza.

By  SAM BYRD

N
erds, unite! After a year off, Comicpalooza 
is returning to Houston on July 17 and 
18. The event serves as the largest annual 
multi-genre comic-book, science fiction, 
anime, gaming, and pop-culture convention 
in the Southern United States.

This is the time of year to put those 
finishing touches on cosplay costumes 

(don’t forget the face covering) and be transported into a 
pop-culture extravaganza. From panels discussing an ar-
ray of fan topics to an exhibition floor featuring unique art 
and handcrafted goods from artists, #starstruck moments 
with celebrity lineups, and a thrilling cosplay competition, 
there is never a dull moment at Comicpalooza.

The correlation between the LGBTQ community 
and Comicpalooza attendees is exceptionally strong, so 
OutSmart magazine decided to interview a few fans to get 
their take on what the event will mean for them.

For more information or to purchase tickets 
to Comicpalooza, visit comicpalooza.com.

V
avra is unquestionably a fan of 
comics. To her, the characters 
embody people she wanted to 
emulate while growing up.

“For me, growing up as a really gay, 
really nerdy kid, I got to see characters 
in X-Men that were allegories to queer 
people and people of color. It was great 
seeing those everyday hardships that 
we face represented in print media, 
movies, and cartoons.”

Vavra has an especially soft spot 
for one character. 

“My number-one favorite is 
Wonder Woman. I’m a huge fan of DC 
Comics, and Wonder Woman looks 
like my mother, who is Greek and a 
personal trainer. I loved seeing this 
really powerful Greek woman doing 
everything Superman could do, but 
doing it better and flashier, with a 

sense of justice and diplomacy, and 
shouting Greek things like ‘Hera, give 
me strength!’ and who had long, flow-
ing dark hair,” Vavra comments. “She 
is my number-one everything, and 
still is. It made me realize I wanted to 
be a drag queen because I wanted to be 
Wonder Woman.”

As Houston’s nerdiest drag queen, 
Vavra also hopes to see more integra-
tion of queer programming into future 
Comicpalooza events.

“Drag and cosplay go so well 
together, and there are so many people 
who want to do drag cosplay. I hope 
they bring back those panels and the 
cosplay contest and crossplay (which 
is cosplay in drag). I feel it would ap-
peal to a lot of the queer patrons who 
need to see more programming that 
reflects them,” Vavra adds.

    Carmina Vavra  
as Shego
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C
atering to people’s love of comics and games has become Theo 
Thourson’s full-time job. The school psychologist now runs a 
YouTube channel named The Gallant Goblin that focuses on a 
Dungeons & Dragons theme.

His favorite memories from attending cosplay conventions are 
meeting the celebrities who participate.

“One thing I decided to do a couple of years ago is spend an exorbi-
tant amount of money on getting pictures with celebrities who mean 
something to me. I’ve always treasured those photos. I have a whole 
wall in my house with photos I’ve taken with these celebrities, and it 
makes me happy,” Thourson adds.

He also mentions that the costumes are a huge draw. 
“It’s a huge art form these days. Just like illustration, song, or 

writing, it’s become an art form that people can express themselves 
with. They get to use their own body as a canvas, and a lot of time it’s 
tied into the geek culture. When you’re a big fan of something, being 
able to show your fandom is rewarding for some folks. It combines the 
ability to make art and show it off on your own body, and show off your 
endeavor. It culminates in a way that is amazing,” he comments.

All three agreed that there is a welcoming feeling that permeates 
the Comicpalooza events, which is perhaps why it has such an appeal 
to the LGBTQ community. “It’s a different world. It’s fun to see people 
go to a place where they can be themselves,” Carter summarizes. 
“They can dress up as characters and not be judged for being their 
‘weird’ selves.” 

    David Carter 
as Static

Theo Thourson  
as a gothic steampunk
adventurer

C
arter has been to comic conventions in other cities, but 
this year will be his first one in Houston. He works with 
the Houston Public Library, which will set up a booth at 
the event aimed at attracting more children to the library’s 

programming. He’ll dress up as Static from the show Static Shock 
to help attract people to the booth. Static Shock revolves around 
Virgil Hawkins, an African American boy who uses his secret 
identity as Static after being exposed to a mutagen gas during a 
gang fight, which gave him electromagnetic powers. The show’s 
debut was the first time an African American superhero served 
as the titular character of their own broadcast animation series. 

Carter sees cosplay as a way to encourage representation 
among minority groups.

“One of the reasons I do cosplay is the lack of representa-
tion of people of color in the comic-book universe and at cosplay 
events. I read an article a few years ago about people who dress 
as white or ‘white passing,’ even though they have [other diverse] 
origins,” Carter adds. “One year, I went trick-or-treating, and I 
was dressed as one of the characters from Batman Beyond. One 
kid saw me and loved seeing a Black man as Batman because 
that’s not what you see in the comic books or movies. That was 
heartwarming for me, and made me want to continue doing that.”
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Courageous 
Journeys

New documentary celebrates 
transgender paddler Veiga 

Grétarsdóttir’s Icelandic odyssey.
By ANDREW EDMONSON

F I L M

In 2019, Veiga Grétarsdóttir 
set out on an epic odys-
sey, kayaking 1,200 miles 
counterclockwise around 
the treacherous coast of 
Iceland. She made history 

as the first woman to achieve this perilous 
feat, which had claimed the lives of several 
others who had previously attempted the same 
voyage.

Three years prior, at the age of 38, she had 
undertaken an even more arduous psychologi-
cal journey: leaving her wife and marriage, 
undergoing gender-confirmation surgery, and 
finally embracing her identity as a transgen-
der woman after years of anguished resis-
tance.  

Icelandic film director Óskar Páll Sveins-
son vividly chronicles both journeys in the 
moving new documentary Against the Cur-

rent, which is streaming during July as part of 
the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston’s Virtual 
Cinema series.

The film was spurred by a chance encoun-
ter.  “A few years ago, I bumped into Veiga, the 
main character in the film, at a gas station in 
her home village in the westfjords of Iceland,” 
says director Sveinsson. “I spoke to her for 
a while, and quickly realized that here was 
a woman with a highly unusual, brave, and 
interesting story to tell.

“I hope this film will raise awareness that 
some of us have to go to great lengths to find 
happiness and our true self, and also remind 
us not to judge too quickly, because everyone is 
unique in their own way.”

The film traces Grétarsdóttir’s child-
hood in a fishing village on the far west coast 
of Iceland, where she was a boisterous child 
who began kayaking early as a way to escape. 

Her teenage years brought another period of 
rebellion.

In 2010, she met her ex-wife, Helga 
Snaedal, and their passion for biking, hiking, 
skiing, and travel resulted in an immedi-
ate and close bond. They each had children 
already, and they went on to have a child to-
gether after they married. In the film, Snaedal 
speaks with remarkable empathy about her 
former partner’s transitioning journey, de-
spite the painful dissolution of their marriage.

Interspersed throughout the documentary 
are dispatches from Grétarsdóttir’s 103-
day journey around the coast of Iceland. As 
weather conditions worsen, the trip becomes 
a grim, grueling ritual of physical endurance. 
At one point, she falls ill for a week. Demoral-
ized and physically gutted, she contemplates 
giving up.  

“She is an extremely powerful woman,” 

“The untold want by life 
and land ne’er granted,

Now voyager sail thou 
forth to seek and find.”

—The Untold Want by Walt Whitman

Veiga Grétarsdóttir made history in 2019 when she became 
the first woman to kayak 1200 miles counterclockwise 

around the coast of Iceland.  
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Veiga Grétarsdóttir kayaking around the coast of Iceland.
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Veiga Grétarsdóttir made history in 2019 when she became 
the first woman to kayak 1200 miles counterclockwise 

around the coast of Iceland.  

says Gudni Pall Viktorsson, a veteran sea 
kayaker who served as Grétarsdóttir’s main 
advisor. “She is independent, very determined, 
and stubborn. And that is what got her through 
this.”

A second leading character emerges in 
the drama: Iceland’s rugged coastline, whose 
stark grandeur is revealed through Óskar Páll 
Sveinsson’s majestic cinematography.  

While Grétarsdóttir’s story will inspire 
LGBTQ people across the globe, it has special 
resonance for Iceland’s transgender commu-
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nity, says Óttar Guðmundsson, a psychiatrist 
and member of the transgender transition 
team at Iceland’s national hospital. “It is 
monumental for her to do what she has done,” 
he observes. “It is so important for those who 
have not come out, and for those who have 
come out but don’t dare go all the way.”  

After Grétarsdóttir completes her trek 
around the Icelandic coast, her friends and 
family notice a transformation: she’s more 
confident, serene, and comfortable in her own 
skin. “Unfortunately, I think she did not care 

enough about herself throughout her life,” a 
friend notes toward the end of the film. “As 
soon as she started to love herself, she became 
able to love those around her more.”  

Watch a trailer for Against the Current 
here: vimeo.com/557773246

What: MFAH streams Against the Current 
documentary by Óskar Páll Sveinsson
When: Through July
Info: mfah.org/films
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Saved by a Songwriter
Singer Mary Gauthier previews her new book

in advance of her Houston appearance.
By GREGG SHAPIRO

G R O O V E  O U T

A
nyone familiar with the brilliant 
songs of lesbian singer/songwriter 
Mary Gauthier won’t be at all 
surprised to learn that she also 
has an undeniable gift for writing 
prose. Her fi rst book, Saved By a 
Song: The Art and Healing Power of 

Songwriting (St. Martin’s Press, 2021), which I 
would describe as both a memoir and a how-to 
manual, is as personal and revealing as her 
music. Over the course of 13 songs (11 originals 
and two by others—John Prine’s “Sam Stone” 
and John Lennon’s “Mother”), Gauthier takes 
the reader behind the scenes with stories about 
how the songs came to be, while also delving 
into the process itself. It’s a fascinating read 
for both songwriters and fans. 

Gauthier was kind enough to talk to OUT-
SMART prior to her Houston shows at McGoni-
gel’s Mucky Duck on July 23 and 24.

Gregg Shapiro: Mary, your book Saved 
By a Song: The Art and Healing Power 
of Songwriting, is a memoir and gentle-
songwriting-manual hybrid. Was that the 
intention all along, or did it begin as one or 
the other? 
Mary Gauthier: This was a six- or seven-year 
process. I wrote a book before this for Yale Uni-
versity Press. They wanted a straight-up book 
on songwriting. Then the guy who signed me to 
Yale left the press. He moved to Berkeley and is 
running a beautiful nonprofi t press out there 
called Heyday. When he left Yale, the book kind 
of got shelved. So, that book went away. I had 
that manuscript, which I’d spent years on, and 
then I connected with St. Martin’s Press. They 
wanted to see that manuscript. They liked it, 
but they wanted something more interesting 
to people who are not songwriters [while still 
appealing to] songwriters. It was their idea, 
and I love it, to pick stories from my life that 
[provided] inspiration for songs or deepened 
my understanding of songwriting. I think it’s 
a better book, actually, because straight-up 
instruction books on songwriting kind of don’t 
give you a context for where all these lessons 
come from. What I’m trying to teach and show 

students is that they come from your life. 
Where else could they come from?

You wrote that your hope is “to encour-
age courage” when it comes to songwrit-
ing, but you also don’t hesitate to write 
about your own songwriting frustrations. 
Would it be fair to say the book is as in-
structional as it is cautionary?
Maybe not cautionary, but just letting song-
writers know that if you ever think this is going 
to get easy, forget about it! This is hard. What 
we’re trying to do with a song is what a novel-
ist tries to do in 700 pages. We’ve got three 
minutes. If Leonard Cohen was still alive, he’d 
be the fi rst one to tell you this is hard. “Halle-
lujah” took something like seven years and 50 
verses to get to the song that we know and love 
today. The only songwriter who makes it look 

Mary Gauthier’s new book is now available 
online at us.macmillan.com.

easy is Bob Dylan, and there’s [only one of him] 
in all of history. I think it’s not necessarily 
cautionary, but more like, “Hey, don’t expect it 
to get easy. In fact, the further you go, the more 
you’re going to see that this is always about 
roaming around in the darkness trying to fi nd 
the light.” 

In chapter 2 you say, “To sound like 
myself, I had to reveal myself.” I think 
that is refl ected in the way you have spo-
ken and written honestly about your path 
to recovery, which includes 30 years of so-
briety. What would it mean to you to have 
your book embraced as recommended 
reading for the recovery community?
That would be tremendous. I think that’s what 
I’m getting at, that I wouldn’t be a songwriter if 
I hadn’t gotten sober. And I wouldn’t have got-

http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
http:// us.macmillan.com.
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a way to see my friends. Have them as my guest 
and we get to hang out. Also, doing things 
around the house has been great. I got my 
second garden going back there. We’re dealing 
now with zucchini, which is awesome. Most 
everyone I brought in to livestream has been 
saying it’s incredible to be in one place for an 
extended period of time, because none of us 
had been doing that in such a long time.

Now that the book is finished, have you 
started thinking about or working on your 
next album?
Yes. I’m going to record it in December. What 
we’ve got right now is a vinyl shortage situa-
tion. Record companies have had to put the 
brakes on, because the vinyl companies are 
under water. But I’m just about ready to go—I’m 
maybe two songs shy of a new record. But the 
business end is nowhere near ready. They said 
do it in December and we’ll put it out in late 
spring and hope that vinyl will be somewhat 
caught up by then. We’ll see. But I’m close!

What: An Evening of Stories and 
Songs with Mary Gauthier
When: 7 p.m. on July 23 and 24
Where: McGonigel’s Mucky Duck, 
2425 Norfolk St.
Tickets: mcgonigels.com

ten sober if I hadn’t gotten arrested. I figured 
that was as good enough a place as any to start 
the book: in the car, drunk, with sirens behind 
you. Very, very scary. [Laughs] 

My heart was also racing when I was read-
ing that part. Also notable is the way you 
address queerness in your life and your 
music—from the Indigo Girls concert you 
attended to your songs “Goddamn HIV” 
and “Drag Queens in Limousines.” In 
the years since you’ve been writing and 
recording music, what do you think of the 
way that LGBTQ+ musicians have been 
embraced by audiences from all walks of 
life?
That’s a great question! I was telling my part-
ner, Jaimee, that this is the year of the warm 
embrace. We’ve hit a critical mass this year. 
I get requests from the Americana Music As-
sociation—“Please send us a quote about your 
story, Americana music, and Gay Pride Month, 
directed to people who are on our Instagram.”

We spoke in early 2020, right before the 
Grammys (for which you were a nominee) 
and right before the COVID-19 shutdown. 
At the time, you mentioned that you were 
working on Saved by a Song. As unfortu-

nate as the situation was, did the isolation 
provide you with the time to focus on the 
book?
Well, it helped me finish. I was able to really 
get in there and do the editing necessary. I had 
to chop away a lot—reduce, reduce, reduce. As 
Guy Clark used to say, “Let go of some of your 
darlings.” It did give me that time. The first 90 
days of the pandemic were all book for me. We 
finished it up with the help of a great editor, 
and a willingness to remove some of the stories 
(which I thought were really well told, and I’d 
worked on for years) that just didn’t belong in 
this book. It also gave me time to slow down 
and heal. After the Grammy nomination, it 
felt like a rocket ship. I was working 160, 170 
shows a year. I just wasn’t home. To go from 
being always gone to full brakes, I was getting 
whiplash. But I needed it.

Did you find other creative ways to pass 
the time during the pandemic, such as 
performing  livestreaming sets?
Yes. We’ve done a livestream every Sunday 
since early April 2020. We still are doing them, 
although I think as we pick up the touring, 
there’s going to be fewer and fewer because 
we’re traveling every Sunday. I brought a guest 
on every week, and that’s been a lot of fun and 

TRADE PARTNER VIRTUAL MEET & GREET
Please join us for a Virtual Meet & Greet regarding bid opportunities associated with the

HCA Texas Orthopedic Hospital project.
PROJECT DESCRIPTION:
Interior renovation work: (all work is alteration Level 2 work U.N.O. on G01 Series Plans)
Level 02: 1792 SF of existing locker rooms and lounge renovation; 1492 SF of renovation to convert existing operating rooms to storage
Level 03:  3265 SF of renovation to convert existing observation rooms to storage minor renovation (alteration Level 1) to convert patient 
rooms to observation rooms.
Level 04:  30823 SF of renovation to infill an existing shell space into a new surgery department
Level 05: 153 SF of existing patient floor renovation to create new mechanical shafts required for the surgery department below

PROJECT DETAILS:
Bid date: August 11, 2021 @ 2:00 PM
For more information on prequalification, drawings, or other information regarding this 
project, please contact Carolyn Scheel at 346-352-3017 or email at hubopportunities@
odonnellsnider.com. 

VIRTUAL MEET & GREET INFORMATION:
July 20, 2021 @ 12:00 PM
OPTIONS FOR PARTICIPATING:

REQUEST THE MICROSOFT TEAMS VIRTUAL MEETING LINK:
hubopportunities@odonnellsnider.com

JOIN THE MEETING BY PHONE:
281-315-9935, United States, Houston
Phone Conference ID: 329 115 975#

VENDOR PREQUALIFICATION IS MANDATORY 
For more information about our vendor prequalification 

process, please visit:
https://vendor.odonnellsnider.com/https://vendor.odonnellsnider.com/

or scan the QR Code

• Audio/Visual
• Acoustical
• Automatic Doors
• Carpet
• Ceilings
• Ceramic/Stone
• Concrete
• Data Cabling
• Demolition

• Doors
• Drywall
• Electrical
• Elevator
• Fire Alarm
• Fire Sprinkler
• Fire Proofing
• Glass
• Graphic Signage

• HVAC
• Lead Shielding
• Lockers
• Medical Equipment
• Mill work
• Nurse call
• Paint
• Plumbing
• Specialties

• Stairs
• Structural Steel
• Toilet Accessories
• Window Coverings
• Wall Coverings
• X-ray Services

PROJECT BID PACKAGES

HCA, O’Donnell/Snider Construction and Texas Orthopedic Hospital are strongly committed to the development and implementation of initiatives which promote the inclusion of local, minority, 
and women-owned business enterprise firms.
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Little kids have it so easy.
Somebody feeds them when 
they’re hungry, buys them 
toys, and plays with them. 
Somebody escorts them ev-
erywhere, and if they’re small 

enough they even get carried. Yep, life is good—
except when it’s not, as in the new memoir 
Punch Me Up to the Gods by Brian Broome.

He called Corey his “best friend,” but Corey 
was no friend to 10-year-old Broome. Sure, 
things were sympatico at first, but it didn’t 
take long for Corey to sense Broome’s insecuri-
ties and start humiliating him. Broome’s father 
hoped that Corey’s abuse might be “a form of 
therapy” for a boy who played with girls too 
much. Broome endured the abuse and didn’t 
complain to the adults because he was a little 
in love with Corey. Broome’s dad also beat 
Brian, for a multitude of reasons ranging from 
a pink shirt to his own frustration over brutal 
racism. (He admitted that he’d rather kill his 
children himself than let a white 
person do it.) Brian, in fact, 
often wished that he was 
white like the people on 
TV, since white parents 
really seemed to love 
their kids.

Broome dreamed of 
moving far away from 
the tiny working-class 
Ohio town of his birth 
to a larger city where he 
believed he could avoid 
the bullying and teasing. 
He did leave once, for college, 
but he was deeply humiliated 
by the racism and homophobia of his 
roommates. He soon asked his mother to come 
and take him out of college. 

Being a man isn’t easy. Being a Black man 
in America can be brutal. Being a gay Black 
man led Broome to drugs, alcohol, and away 
from his family. “Yes, I was loved. Just not 
in ways that I could understand,” the author 
admits. 

Be prepared to be messed with here. Your 
emotions may never be the same. There’s a 

tightly-coiled, ready-to-strike 
fist wrapped in melancholy 

and a miles-long people-
watching incident in 
this book, both giving 
aptness to its title. 

Happily, Broome also 
gives us a few moments 
of humor as he recalls 

things that occurred in 
his youth, or maybe just a 

few years ago. He surprises 
readers with similes that are 

sobering, in the middle of our 
laughter. He’ll step back, pick at some-

thing else, turn it over twice to examine it, and 
pull it into his tale. 

You won’t regret picking up this wonder-
fully companionable, startlingly gracious and 
compelling memoir. Punch Me Up to the Gods is 
a don’t-miss, and devouring it is easy.

Brian Broome’s Punch Me Up to the 
Gods: A Memoir is now available online 

at hmhbooks.com.

Tackling Trauma 

Brian Broome’s journey to becoming
a gay Black man was anything but smooth. 

By TERRI SCHLICHENMEYER

R E A D  O U T

James Andrew Ragazinsky (O’Rourke), age 49, 
of Houston, Texas, passed away on Monday June 
7, 2021 and went on to meet with his little fur baby 
(Satine Martini Lovitz) at the rainbow bridge. James 
was a warm-
hearted charismatic 
gift to all those 
that knew him. He 
is survived by his 
husband of 14 years, 
Ryan James Clark. 
Mother Jeannie 
Marie Besenhart 
(Barron), sister 
Jeanne Guadalupe Barron, nephews and nieces 
Seth Andrew Barron, Alana Marie Perez, Isaac Rene 
Barron, Abigail Clementine Barron and Alexander 
James Barron. He is also survived by mother-in-law 
Lori Ann Clark, father-in-law and step mother-in-
law Kevin James and Michelle Clark, sister-in-law 
Tanya Mae Black, brother-in-law Travon Erroll 
Black, nephew and niece Travon Erroll Black II and 
Tatyana Marie Black.
     James began his illustrious 22-year retail journey 
working at many different stores in Memorial City 
Mall and Katy Mills Mall, before starting a 15-year 

career with Hollywood Super 
Center where he worked his 
way to General/Property 
Manager. He loved both of 
his bosses Jeff and Danny 
and his work. James liked 
to take things apart an 
put them back together to 
see how they functioned, 
He enjoyed puzzles and 

to cook and clean. He was a practical joker that 
loved to pick on his little sister. He had a thirst for 
adventure, music, movies and traveling. James 
and Ryan liked to travel to California where they 
would visit family and good friends or go to Rodeo 
Drive to shop and Napa Valley to enjoy the scenery 
and drink. He loved the Renaissance Festival and 
James and Ryan would go multiple times every 
year. He was an amazing Uncle that loved to take 
his nephews and nieces camping and to Six Flags 
to make precious memories that will never be 
forgotten. James was a son, a brother, a loving 
husband, a friend, a mentor, and a confidant. He 
was very supportive and always had a lot of love to 
give. His fun-loving optimistic nature allowed him 
to draw in people from all walks of life making them 
feel welcome and accepted. The world is a better 
place because James was a part of it. James’s love 
overflowed in all that knew him. We will carry 
his love on in our thoughts and memories. James 
would say do not mourn me my loved ones and 
friends, for I am not gone. I am forever by your side; 
my body is merely resting. My love goes on and we 
will meet again. Until then carry me with you and 
know that I am still around ;)

IN MEMORIAM
James O’Rourke

http:// hmhbooks.com.
http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
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“The need for funding isn’t ending just 
because I’m showing the film. I still don’t have 
all the music rights. That’s one aspect of the 
film that will change. Right now, there are 80 
pieces of published music, and there’s no way 
I’m going to get all of that legally cleared. That 
will cost hundreds of thousands of dollars. 
That aspect of the film will evolve over time 
[as I can purchase more rights]. The story and 
the structure of the film won’t change—just 
the music. There will be an opportunity for 
donations during both screenings,” Pontello 
emphasizes.

Once the film shows at the end of the 
month, Pontello hopes Friday I’m In Love will 
have a future at film festivals and beyond.

“Fall is film-festival submission time, and I 
really want to officially premiere this at South 
by Southwest in 2022. Of all the film festivals, 
that’s the one I’d love to be at the most. It makes 
the most sense for the project. There are other 
smaller festivals in Texas and in the southern 
United States. It would be great to take the 
film to Los Angeles, since [most of] the music 
has a connection there. I’d like to do a year of 

film-festival screen-
ings,” Pontello says. 
“Because there is 
so much history, it 
might make sense 
to go to Houston 
archivists and 
LGBTQ archivists 
[and arrange for 
other local screen-
ings]. Aside from 
that, after showing 
the documentary to 
the point of exhaus-

tion in Houston, I would love for it to one day be 
online on Netflix or Hulu.”

Even though the film started off as a per-
sonal love letter to the famous Montrose venue, 
Pontello hopes everyone can find something in 
the film that speaks to them. 

“The film is a little bit personal, because 
I’m telling a little bit of who I was as a teenager 
and why Numbers means so much. I’ve decided 
to tell a story which relates to being queer and 
growing up in the suburbs and feeling like a 
complete outsider. It’s personal, but a great 
deal of the film is historical. It celebrates Num-
bers, Montrose, and Houston. It’s an important 
story for the city. Montrose is so much a part 
of the city, and what went down in Montrose 
in the ’70s and ’80s is significant and special. I 
hope the film will resonate for years to come.”

Friday I’m In Love will screen in its 
entirety Friday, July 31, at 8 p.m. and 

Sunday, August 1, at 7:30 p.m. at Numbers 
Nightclub, 300 Westheimer. For more  
information or to purchase tickets, visit  
NumbersDocumentary.com.

MARCUS PONTELLO  |  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 52
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And Galveston turned out to be a per-
fect fit. Mob, Maze, and Mango’s reside in 
a 9,000-square-foot building known for its 
former brothel and a notorious murder.

“During my research, I found out that 
Galveston has a long history with the mob,” 
Cohen says. Indeed, the Island was home to 
Rosario “Rose” and Sam Maceo—who for 
three decades ran speakeasies, gambling dens, 
and bootlegging operations. They owned The 
Balinese Room, which hosted acts like Frank 
Sinatra in the front of the house and gambling 
in the back. Located on a pier at 21st Street, the 
historic structure was lost to Hurricane Ike in 
2008.

“I’ve always been a fan of the 1920s era 
and gangster movies,” Cohen says, “so I just 
thought the Mob Bar would be a cool concept. 
And it’s a perfect fit for Galveston, with its 
history.” The bar even features two cocktails 
named for the infamous Maceo brothers.

Besides being in the hospitality business 
for two decades, Cohen also runs a baseball 
memorabilia company that deals with buyers 
and sellers of sports cards.

“I’ve been dealing in sports cards since I 

was ten,” says Cohen. “I pick maybe 20 players 
a year that I follow and know will be on the rise. 
So I buy their cards early, at maybe $7 a piece, 
and sell them at $75. If you buy 100 or more, 
it’s a great investment if you know what you 
are doing. But everything I do—hospitality and 
sports—isn’t just for the money. I am very pas-
sionate about everything I do.”

While Cohen plans to open more Mob Bars 
throughout the country, Galveston seems to be 
a very apt fit. He has seen good-sized crowds 
following his June opening, and he expects it to 
be even busier as the cruise ships return to the 
island. He plans to bring in big-name bands, 
DJs, burlesque shows, and he’s already booking 
a lot of local and Texas acts.

“We have some great LGBTQ performers 
here,” Cohen says—including drag queens like 
Fuller-Waymire. “We are friendly to every-
one—all races and orientations. We invite 
everyone to come out and enjoy the bars. When 
I’m here, I’m always on the floor shaking hands 
and pouring shots. So come on by!”

For more information on Mob, Maze, 
and Mangos, visit texasbargroup.com.

F O O D  &  D R I N K

“What’s different about 
it,” says Terry Fuller-
Waymire, who with his 
husband, Jamie, runs Pride 
Galveston, “is that it’s 
three nightclubs in one.” 

He’s referring to Galveston’s newest hot spot, 
The Texas Bar Group, which occupies a large 
building near The Strand, across from the 
Galveston Railroad Museum. Inside the build-
ing is Mob Bar—a 1920s speakeasy featuring a 
Prohibition cocktail menu, Sinatra music and 
smooth jazz, and gangster movies playing on 
the flat screen—as well as the sprawling Maze 
nightclub. 

“Maze is more of a dance club,’ says Fuller-
Waymire, who performs a drag show there. 
There are five rooms in Maze: the Main Room 
features an oval-shaped bar with a dance floor, 
disco ball, laser lights, and a DJ. The Electrici-
ty Room has another dance floor, strobe lights, 
and a wall of video screens. Two VIP rooms 
have plush leather couch sections for bottle 
service, and there’s a trippy Alien Room. Out-
side, in the Island sunshine, is a third concept: 
Mango’s Beach Club.

“I like variety,” says Fuller-Waymire. “So I 
love being able to just go from bar to bar. I’m a 
beach person, so I love Mango’s. But when the 
summer heat gets too hot, it’s nice to pop into a 
dark indoor bar.”

Mango’s does have umbrellas and an 
awning to provide a little shade, as well as day 
beds, bottle service, tropical drinks, Miami 
music, drag brunches, and cornhole and 
basketball games. It’s also dog friendly, with 
free bowls of water and doggie treats for your 
four-legged kids.

This triple-threat concept is the brainchild 
of Texas Bar Group CEO Brian “BO$$” Cohen, 
a veteran of nightclubs and venues across the 
U.S. He opened his first Mob Bar in Los Ange-
les in a building with secret basement tunnels 
and bullet holes in the walls. Unfortunately, 
he opened it in February 2020 and had to close 
the following month for a prolonged COVID 
lockdown. This year, he decided to open Mob 
Bars in other cities, starting with Cedar Falls, 
Iowa, and now Galveston. 

“I never thought the Mob Bar would work 
in Iowa or Texas,” Cohen says. “But they are 
business-friendly states, and I found several 
properties that I decided would work.”

High Style on The Strand
LGBTQ-friendly theme bars Mob, Maze, and Mango’s

make a splash in Galveston.
By MARENE GUSTIN
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COMMUNITY/NONPROFIT
AIDS Foundation Houston
Aidshelp.org.........................................................713/623-6796  

Bering Connect
........................................................................713-526-1017, ext.20
Diana Foundation
.......................................................... .TheDianaFoundation.org  
EPAH 
............................................................................................... EPAH.org 
Greater Houston LGBT Chamber of Commerce
HoustonLGBTChamber.com.....................832/510-3002
Harris County Sheriff’s Office
.................................................................................... hcsojobs.com
Houston GLBT Political Caucus 
................................................................................... thecaucus.org
KPFT Radio
kpft.org...................................................................713-526-4000
Lesbian Health Initiative (LHI)
401 Branard........................................................lhihouston.org
Lesbians Over Age Fifty (L.O.A.F.)
lesbiansoverage50.org............................... .713/907-5378
Pet Patrol
..............................................................................ThePetPatrol.org
Planned Parenthood Gulf Coast
..................................................................ppgulfcoast.org/lgbtq
Ryan White Planning Council
rwpcHouston.org .............................................713-572-3724
The Woodlands PRIDE
..........................................................thewoodlandstxpride.org

COMPUTERS/INTERNET/IT SERVICES
Copy.com
1201-F Westheimer.............................................713/528-1201

ENTERTAINMENT/NIGHT LIFE
Alley Theatre 
615 Texas Ave.................................................alleytheatre.org
George Country Sports Bar
617 Fairview .........................................................713/528-8102
Houston Eagle
611 Hyde Park..........................................HoustonEagle.com
JR’s/Santa Fe
808 Pacific............................................................. 713/521-2519
La Granja Disco Y Cantina
5505 Pinemont Dr.............................................713/518-6753
Midtown Houston
................................................... Midtownhouston.com
Miller Outdoor Theatre
MillerOutdoorTheatre.com.........................281/373-3386
Papi’s
570 Waugh Dr......................................................713/524-3559
Pearl Bar
4216 Washington...................................PearlHouston.com
ReBar
202 Tuam................................................................346/227-8613
Round Top Festival Institute 
248 Jaster Rd.......................................................979/249-3129
Round Top Festival Hill
................................................................................. FestivalHill.org
Society For The Performing Arts  
SPAHouston.org.................................................713/227-4772
Stages Theatre
StagesTheatre.com.......................................... 713-527-0123
Theatre Under The Stars
800 Bagby, Suite 200......................................tuts.com/out
Tony’s Corner Pocket
817 W. Dallas........................................................832/722-7658

FINANCIAL PLANNING/BANKS 
Richard Dickson/Galene Financial 
1700 W Loop S, Ste 255..................................713/489-4322
Shane Theriot/Edward Jones
888-A Avenue A, Katy......................................281/391-6137
Grace Yung/Midtown Financial
3355 Alabama, Ste 180................................. 713/355-9833

FITNESS CLUBS/PERSONAL TRAINERS
Club Houston
2205 Fannin ....................................................... 713/659-4998
John Aaron Online Fitness
www.jaofit.com .............................................. 832-649-8422

FOOD/SPECIALTY & SPIRITS
Dripping Springs
...................................................... drippingspringsvodka.com

ACCOMMODATIONS/APARTMENTS
Melrose Park Condominiums
712 Pinemont Dr............................................... 346/200-7228
The Parklane
TheParklane.com............................................. 7 13/526-8439

ACCOUNTANTS/BOOKKEEPERS/ CPAS
Gary Gritz, CPA
230 Westcott, Ste 210................................... 7 13/784-3030

ADVERTISING/MARKETING 
Ashkan Media
..........................................................................Ashkanmedia.com
Mat Hat Maven Creative
madhatmaven.com.......................................832/460-6263
OutSmart Magazine
3406 Audubon.....................................................7 13/520-7237
 

AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING
Newport A/C & Heating
newportac.com.................................................281/808-8630

ART/ART GALLERIES
Bill Arning Exhibitions
604 W. Alabama.....................billarningexhibitions.com

ASTROLOGER
Lilly Roddy Astrology
......................................................................................7 13/529-5842

ATTORNEYS/LEGAL SERVICES
deborah Lawson
....................................................................................... 713/478-2618
Gonzalez Olivieri LLC
gonzalezolivierillc.com................................. 7 13/481-3040
Katine & Nechman LLP
1834 Southmore.................................................. 7 13/808-1001
The Miller Law Firm
Adam H. Miller & Nichole Nech
TexasBulldogLaw.com................................... 7 13/572-3333

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS
Ryan Automotive
716 Fairview....................................................... 713/522-3602
Tech Auto Maintenance
37 Waugh Dr........................................................ 7 13/863-8244

AUTOMOTIVE SALES 
Advantage BMW Midtown
1210 Gray ..................................................................7 13/289-1221 
Central Houston Cadillac/Tony Mcclelland
2520 Main St...................................................... .832/981-7590
Fred Haas Toyota World
FredHaasToyota.com ...................................832/764-8914
Planet Ford
20403 I-45 Spring TX 77388 ................... 866/879-9328
Planet Lincoln
204031 I-45 Spring TX 77388................... 888/242-5059
Team Gillman Subaru North
Gillmansubarunorth.com.......................... 832/564-7230

BANKING/FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Houston Federal Credit Union
HoustonFCU.org........................................... 866/OUR-HFCU

BAKERIES/CUSTOM CAKES
David Alcorta Catering
davidalcorta.net.............................................. 832/439-0224
Dessert Gallery
DessertGallery.com........................................7 13-522-9999

CATERING SERVICES
David Alcorta Catering
davidalcorta.net.............................................. 832/439-0224

CHURCHES/SPIRITUAL CENTERS
Bering Church
1440 Harold................................................. beringchurch.org
Resurrection MCC
2025 W 11th............................................................ 7 13/861-9149
St Paul’s United Methodist Church
5501 Main...............................................................7 13/528-0527
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
1805 W. Alabama........................ststephenshouston.org
Trinity Episcopal Church
1015 Holman St......................... www.trinitymidtown.org

CLEANING SERVICES
Dexter’s Five Star Service/Bob Samora
...................................................................................... 832/252-1961

FIX Vodka
.................................................................................... FixVodka.com
NEFT Vodka
.................................................................................NeftVodka.com

FUNERAL/MORTUARY SERVICES
Dignity Memorial
Jovon Tyler............................................................ 713/562-0004
Leslie Bonnie.......................................................281/203-7830

HAIR/NAIL/MAKE-UP SALONS
Green Apple Salon 
719 W. Gray St................................................... 713/5212-0500
NU-Cuts Hair Salon
515 Westheimer...............................................7 13/524-7858
Studio A Salon
2411 Sunset..............................................................713/859-1591

HANDGUN TRAINING
Spartan Handgun Training
Spartanhnadguntraining.com................ 281/435-2645

HEALTH CARE–COUNSELING/THERAPY
Connections Wellness/Dr. Tracy Carlson
MyConnectionsWellness.com...............888/580-5995
D. “Woodja” Flanigan, MS, LPA 
2600 SW Fwy, Ste 409.................................. 713/589-9804
Denise O’Doherty, LPC, LMFT, RN
......................................................................................713/524-9525
Dr. Daniel Garza, MD
3131 Eastside St, Ste 4.....................................281/610-8190
Dr. Barry F. Gritz, MD
230 Westcott, Ste 210....................................713/869-7400
Houston Behavioral Healthcare Hospital
2801 N. Gessner Road....................................877/489-4707
Jeffrey Myles/JM Professional Services
....................................................................................... 713/447-2164
The Montrose Center
401 Branard...........................................................713/529-0037
Christine Wysong 
230 Westcott, Ste 210....................................713/869-7400

HEALTH CARE–DENTISTS
Bayou City Smiles/Marcus de Guzman, DDS
2313 Edwards St., Ste. 150...............................713/518-1411
Bayou City Smiles/ Cynthia Corral, DDS
2313 Edwards St., Ste 150................................713/518-1411
Cory Logan, DDS
530 Waugh Dr.................................................... 713/942-8598
LifeSmiles by Randy Mitchmore, DDS
1722 W. Alabama............................................... 713/592-9300
Montrose DDS/Samuel A. Carrell, DDS
620 W Alabama................................................. 713/529-4364
Montrose DDS/Austin T. Faulk, DDS
620 W Alabama................................................. 713/529-4364

HEALTH CARE-/HIV/COVID TESTING
Houston Health Department/HIV
.......................................................................houstoniamlife.com
Houston Health Department/COVID
houstontx.gov................................................... 832-393-4220

HEALTH CARE-EMERGENCY CENTERS
Montrose Emergency Room 24 Hour ER
1110 W. Gray St., #101......................................... 713/242-1436 
SignatureCare Emergency Centers
3209 Montrose Blvd........................................281/709-2897
1925 TC Jester....................................................832/850-4338
1014 Wirt Rd......................................................... 832/924-0312
Additional locations.......................................ercare24.com

HEALTH CARE-FOOT/ ANKLE SPECIALISTS
Sole Aesthetic/Dr. Vanessa T. Barrow
Soleaesthetictx.com..................................... 713/666-9934 

HEALTH CARE/HOSPITALS
The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center
Smokefreestudy.com..................................... 713/792-2265

HEALTH CARE-HIV/STD TESTING
Avenue 360
Avenue360.org...................................................713/426-0027
Legacy Community Health
.................................................LegacyCommunityHealth.org

HEALTH CARE–OPHTHALMOLOGISTS
Houston Eye Associates/Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD
5420 Dashwood, Ste 101................................ 713/668-9118

HEALTH CARE–OPTOMETRISTS
Boutique Eye Care/Juliet Farmer, OD
1806 Westheimer, Ste. A..............................  713/528-2010
Eye Gallery
1806B Westheimer............................................ 713/523-1279
1700 Post Oak Blvd, Ste 110..........................713/622-7470
Montrose Eye Care/ Paul Lovero, OD
520 Waugh Dr..................................................... 713/352-0974

HEALTH CARE/PHARMACIES
Avita Pharmacy
............................................................ AvitaPharmacy.com/HIV
Legacy Pharmacy
.......... LegacyCommunityHealth.org/services/pharmacy/

HEALTH CARE–PHYSICIANS
Octavio Barrios, MD
507 West Gray..................................................... 713/942-7546
7106 Spencer Highway.................................281/542-9400
Gordon Crofoot, MD/Crofoot MD
3701 Kirby, Ste.1230........................................713/526-0005
M. Sandra Scurria, MD
6565 West Loop South, Ste 300...............281/661-5901
Derek Smith, AGPCNP-BC/Crofoot MD
3701 Kirby, Ste.1230........................................713/526-0005
Maggie White,MPH FNP-BC AAHIVS/
Gordon Crofoot
3701 Kirby Dr., Ste.1230.................................713/526-0005

HEALTH CARE–SERVICES
Avenue 360
Avenue360.org...................................................713/426-0027
Harris County Public Health
Publichealth.harriscountytx.gov.......... 713/439-6293
Houston Health Department
................................................................................... houstontx.gov
Legacy Community Health
LegacyCommunityHealth.org................ 832/548 5000
Ryan White Planning Council
RWPCHouston.org........................................... 713/572-3784
St. Hope Foundation
offeringhope.org................................................713/778-1300

HEALTH CARE–SKIN CARE
Heights Dermatology/Alpesh Desai, MD
2120 Ashland....................................................... 713/864-2650
SkinCeuticals/Skin Lab
2800 Kirby, Ste. B21........................................ 713/559-9300
Skin Renaissance Laser/Octavio Barrios, MD
507 West Gray..................................................... 713/942-7546

HEALTH CARE-WEIGHT LOSS
Alexia McClerkin, MD /Beauty & Wellness Doc
beautyandwellnessdoc.com................... 832/844-1754
Dr. B-Fit / Octavio Barrios, MD
517 West Gray...................................................... 713/942-7546

HOME FURNISHINGS/ACCESSORIES
coda
355 W 19th.............................................................. 713/864-4411

INTERIOR DESIGNERS
Jacob Medina 
Jacob-medina.co...............................................713/242-8934
Jean Quila Interior Design
.....................................................................................832/366-1044

INSURANCE AGENCIES/AGENTS
Lane Lewis/Farmers Insurance
2200 North Loop W, Ste 136......................713/688-8669

Patrick Torma/Goosehead Insurance
3420 Rusk, Ste. 22.............................................281/723-1294

INVESTMENTS
Doug Smith/Hawthorne Funds
1210 West Clay, Ste. G................ HawthorneFunds.com

JEWELERS
Silverlust
1338-C Westheimer......................................7 13/520-5440

LANDSCAPING/GARDENING
Joshua’s Native Plants & Antiques 
502 W. 18th St...................................................... 713/862-7444

MASSAGE THERAPISTS
Ryan Fugate, RMT
RyanMassageWorks.com...........................713/269-7926
Tom Zeppelin/Zeppelin Massage
ZeppelinMassage.com..................................713/542-0426

A D V E R T I S E R S  I N D E X
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Call 713/520-7237 ext. 710
OutSmartMagazine.com

MUSEUMS
Galveston Railroad Museum
galvestonrrmuseum.org............................409/765-5700

PEST CONTROL SERVICES
Andy’s All Star Pest Control
....................................................................................... 713/732-7742

PET SERVICES & SUPPLIES
Bayou City Veterinary Hospital

4720 Washington............................................. 713/343-9909
NULO Pet Foods
.................................................................................... nulo.com/fuel
Midtown Veterinary Hospital
MidtownVetHospital.com........................... 713-528-4900
Spay-Neuter Assistance Program
Snapus.org...........................................................713/862-3863
The Urban Vet
2625 Louisiana St.Ste D100..................... 713/903-2364
West Alabama Animal Clinic
2030 W. Alabama.............................................. 713/528-0818

PHOTOGRAPHERS
Dalton DeHart Photography
DaltonDehart.com............................................ 713/622-2202
Yvonne Feece Photography
yvonnefeece.com............................................ 832/876-1053

PHOTOGRAPHY
Houston Camera Exchange
5900 Richmond Ave........................................ 713/789-6901

PLUMBING
In The Loop Plumbing Services
....................................................................................346/253-4444
U-Plumb-It Plumbing Supply
1424 Montrose......................................................713-942-2277

POOLS & POOL SERVICES
Venture Pools
....................................................................................... 713/447-9201

PRINTING/COPY CENTERS
Copy.com
1201-F Westheimer.............................................713/528-1201

REAL ESTATE -ARCHITECTS
Morningside Architects
4229 Bellaire Blvd.............................................713/529-2630

REAL ESTATE–MORTGAGE/TITLE 
Lyn Sullivan /Alamo Title
4265 San Felipe, Ste 520.............................. 713/228-0801 
Janet Friedman/J Friedman Mortgage
JFriedmanLoans.com.....................................713-785-5626 
Chicago Title –Inner Loop
3700 Buffalo Speedway.................................713/418-7000
Cody Grizzoffi/NRL Mortgage
Codygrizzoffi.com.............................................. 832-541-1103
Kaleb Ryle/AmCap Home Loans/ Kaleb Ryle
....................................................................................832/754-6024
Lyn Sullivan /Alamo Title
4265 San Felipe, Ste 520.............................. 713/228-0801

REAL ESTATE–REALTORS 
Brooks Ballard/Engel & Volkers
309 Gray.................................................................. 713/522-7474
David Batagower/Compass Realty
bayoucitypropertygroup.com................. 713/523-8609
David Bowers/The House Company/Galveston
David@DavidBowers.com........................409/763-2800
Eric Bradley/In the Loop Properties
2118 Waugh Dr......................................................713-252-7205
Mike Copenhaver/Remax Metro
mikecopenhaver@remax.net ................. 713/528-4963
Karen Derr/Karen Derr Realty
karenderr.com.................................................... 713/875-7050
Tom Eickleberry/Pride Street Realty
TomSellsHoustonHomes.com................... 713/201-5257
Jeremy Fain/Greenwood King Properties
3201 Kirby Dr.........................................................713/677-4337
Houston Association of Realtors      
har.com................................................................... 713/629-1900
Thomas Phillips/City Side Properties Exp Realty
.................................................................................... 832/305-7848
Debbie Levine/Greenwood King Properties
3201 Kirby Drive.................................................713/942-6857

Lynette Lew/Better Homes and Gardens
LynetteLew.com................................................713/582-2202
Jose Ocque/Gary Greene-Post Oak Park 
1177 W. Loop South, Ste 1200..................... 713/301-1136
Dan Ritchel/Keller Williams
....................................................................................... 214/384-1164
Tom Schwenk/Tom’s Galveston Real Estate 
Tomsgalvestonrealestate.com............... .713/857-2309
VJ Tramonte/Joe Tramonte Realty 
1802 Broadway/Galveston.........................409/765-9837
Martha Turner Properties
Marthaturner.com..............................................713/520-1981
Andy Weber/Sotheby’s International Realty
520 Post Oak........................................................713/724-4306
Christopher Williams/Gary Greene-Post Oak
1177 W. Loop South, Ste 1200..................... 713/885-4419

RESTAURANTS/COFFEE/WINE BARS
ACME Oyster House
1201 Westheimer ......................................AcmeOyster.com
Dessert Gallery
DessertGallery.com........................................713-522-9999
Eugene’s
1985 Welch St..................................EugenesHouston.com
Free Grillin’/Chef Michele 
......................................................................................832/419-0165
Giacomo’s cibo e vino
3215 Westheimer...............................................713/522-1934
Gloria’s Latin Cuisine
2616 Louisiana.................................................... 832/360-1710 
Niko Niko’s
2520 Montrose...................................................713/528-4976
Niko Niko’s
1040 W. Sam Houston Prkwy. N.............. 832/981-4976
Pizza Birra Vino
544 Waugh Dr....................................................832/581-3664
Riva’s Italian Restaurant
1117 Missouri St.................................................. 713/529-3450
Urban Eats
3414 Washington Ave..................... feasturbaneats.com

TRAVEL/TRAVEL AGENCIES
Concierge Travel, Inc
4920 Mimosa.......................................................... 713/661-2117
Cruise Planners/Peter Weeks
..................................................................................... 901/351-0054
Galveston Tourism 
........................................................... visitgalveston.comVisit 
Lafayette Travel
......................................................................LafayetteTravel.com

WEDDING SERVICES/BAKERS 
David Alcorta Catering
davidalcorta.net.............................................. 832/439-0224
Dessert Gallery
DessertGallery.com........................................713-522-9999

WEDDING SERVICES/CATERERS
David Alcorta Catering
davidalcorta.net.............................................. 832/439-0224

WEDDING SERVICES/PHOTO/VIDEO
Dalton DeHart Photography
DaltonDehart.com............................................ 713/622-2202
Yvonne Feece-Tran Photography
yvonnefeece.com............................................ 832/876-1053

WEDDING VENUES
Galveston Railroad Museum
galvestonrrmuseum.org............................ 409/765-5700

A D V E R T I S E R S  I N D E X

Thank You 
for supporting 

our advertisers! 

Get listed on this page. 
Call 713/520-7237 for details.Foster Me.

Rescued Pets Movement, Inc. (RPM) is a Houston-based nonprofit 
providing a second chance for thousands of homeless dogs and cats 
through rehabilitation and transport to forever homes in communities 
throughout the country that have a need for adoptable pets. 

Rescued Pets
Movement

Visit www.RescuedPetsMovement.org/Foster-Us

You can help by becoming a temporary foster home partner.

PRESERVING YEARS OF
HOUSTON LGBTQ HISTORY!

Help us fund the digitalization and cataloging of 
over million community photos by making a donation.

Info@DaltonDeHart.com I P.O. Box 22641 I Houston, TX 77277

www.DaltonDeHart.com

Our Legacy Through The Lens

PHOTOGRAPHIC FOUNDATION

PHOTOGRAPHIC FOUNDATION
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2010 Neumann 
2/1/1 • Large backyard! 

$199,500

701 14th
Circa 1932, Corner Store with Quarters 

(3/1) and roof patio & huge garage. 
Heart of the East End 

Historical District • $695,000

2001-2003 25th
Two 2/2/& One efficiency

Very Active Vacation Rental
3 blocks to the Beach • $669,800

1514 15th
Two 2/2 units • Very active 
vacation rental • 2 blocks
to the beach • $586,500

MARKETPLACE 
ADVERTISING RATES

July 15  for the August  Issue. 

For rates/information
call 713/520-7237 ext. 710.

COMPUTER SERVICES

Thank you for supporting 
OutSmart Advertisers!

Please be sure to tell them 
you saw their ad in OutSmart.

M A R K E T P L A C E  C L A S S I F I E D S

Idle hands are the devil’s workshop. 
Find new clients for your massage 

business.Place your ad today. 
713/520-7237 ext. 710

FOR LEASE OR SALE

David Bowers
david@davidbowers.com

409-763-2800

Send your cover letter 
and resume to 

employment@outsmartmagazine.com

APPLY TODAY!

We have immediate openings for 
experienced advertising executives 

at OutSmart Media Company.

Salary, commissions, and benefi ts.
A creative, fun environment.

Stay COVID-19 Safe

YOUR COMPUTER ASSISTANT

NOW WITH
REMOTE SUPPORT!

FOR RENT

EMPLOYMENT

LILLY RODDY
A S T R O L O G E R

Voted BEST ASTROLOGER 
by OutSmart Readers

713.529.5842
lillycath@aol.com • www.lillyroddy.com

CONSULTATIONS BY 
APPOINTMENT ONLY

GIFT CERTIFICATES • CREDIT CARDS

Right now is the perfect opportunity
TO BE PROUD OF WHO YOU ARE
TO BE COMPASSIONATE TO 
YOURSELF AND OTHERS

Voted BEST ASTROLOGER 

TO SHOW GRATITUDE TO THOSE 
YOU LOVE AND TRULY APPRECIATE

Thank you again 
to my OutSmart 

readers for voting me 
Best Astrologer for 
all of these years.”

Personal astrological sessions

Relationship readings - personal / business

Presentations & lectures to organizations

LillyRoddy_Nov14.indd   1 10/21/14   11:29 AM

Voted Houstons best
massage therapist, 2009, 2010,
2011, 2012, 2014, 2015, 2016,
2017, 2018, 2019 & 2020!
–outsmart magazine

MASSAGE

Galveston 
Beach Rental

FOR MORE PHOTOS AND INFO, 
CONTACT TOM AT:

34thandbeachrental@gmail.com 
or 713/370-1911.

Our recently renovated and 
newly furnished 2/1 cottage 
is just 2 blocks from the 
beach at 34th Street has all 
the charm and amenities 
for your next vacay or quick 
getaway. Not only are we 
close to the beach, we are 
a stone’s throw from many 
restaurants, clubs such as 
Rumors  and attractions 
like the Pleasure Pier!

http:// business.place 
http:// www.lillyroddy.com 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
mailto:david@davidbowers.com
mailto:david@davidbowers.com
mailto:employment@outsmartmagazine.com
mailto:34thandbeachrental@gmail.com
mailto:lillycath@aol.com
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Robbie Chandler
RUMORS GALVESTON 

Shifts: Friday or Saturday afternoons

B E H I N D  T H E  B A R  W I T H  .  .  .

What is your favorite shot 
to make? To drink?
Favorite to make: Fireball shots. 
Favorite to drink: The Fireball 
shot I just made.
 
Where is your favorite place to 
drink when not on duty?
Right here at Rumors.
 
What is a current bar trend 
you’d like to see end?
I guess the one that just ended: 
wearing a mask in a bar!

Biggest tip from
one customer?
$100 

What are you
best known for?
I’m best known for saying “It’s 
what we do!” No thank-you neces-
sary, it’s what we do!

B A R  G U I D E

Voted the Best
Place to Watch 
Male Dancers

Tues. and Thurs, – Sunday Nights

There’s always something going on at TONY’S CORNER POCKET!

Nightly Specials – Call for Details
Cold Beverages & Hot Guys!

817 W. Dallas
713.571.7870

Houston’s Hottest 
Male Amateur 
Strip Contest 

Headquarters!

If you want to drink, that’s your business.
If you want to stop, that’s ours.

Hundreds of meetings a week in your area.
Call (713) 686-6300 or visit www.aahouston.org

For general information visit: www.aa.org

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
Where Everyone 

is Welcome!
Helpline: 713-46P-FLAG
www.pfl aghouston.org

SUPPORT   •   EDUCATION   •   ADVOCACY

What is the best and worst 
holiday to work?  Why?
The best holiday has to be Pride, 
when everyone is in a great mood.
The worst holiday to work would 
be New Year’s Eve. It’s like ama-
teur night!
 
Who are the hardest 
customers to please?
The ones who have no idea what 
they want. And this usually hap-
pens when we’re the busiest!
 
If you weren’t a bartender, 
what career would you choose?
When I am not bartending, I am a 
communications tech at  
UTMB—an emergency dispatcher 
in the ER.

Do you have any pets?  
No pets currently, due to time 
constraints.

What is the best part about 
working at this bar?
By far, it’s the family vibe here at 
Rumors. We may fight, but we love 
each other!
 
Favorite Food?  
Mac & Cheese

Favorite Restaurant?  
Nick’s

Favorite Travel Spot?  
Cancún

Dream vacation?  
Rome

Any advice for a wannabe 
bartender in an LGBTQ bar?
Get ready for the drama, then let it 
all slide off of you.

Your superpower?
I have an amazing poker face.  
                                        
Theme Song? 
Let’s go with “Poker Face”
again.

http:// www.pfl 
http://aghouston.org 
http:// www.aahouston.org 
http:// www.aa.org 
http://outsmartmagazine.com 
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S I G N  O U T

This is going to be a busy and active 
month after all of the delays from 
the June Mercury retrograde. This is 
a month for decision-making, and 
during the first half of the month, 

a time for getting things done. The latter half of the 
month involves further changes and transitions. We’ll 
be upgrading our plans and looking to move past 
COVID and 2020.

The sun begins the month in Cancer, and eventu-
ally enters Leo on the 22nd. Mercury is moving right 
along, starting in Gemini and entering Cancer on the 
12th and then Leo on the 27th. Venus starts the month 
in Leo, but eventually enters Virgo on the 21st. Mars 
continues plowing his way through Leo until July 29, 
when he enters Virgo. And finally, Jupiter retrogrades 
back into Aquarius on the 28th. The rest of the plan-
ets—Saturn, Uranus, Neptune, and Pluto—are happy 
where they are! Because of all the planetary activity at 
the end of the month, we are going to be reviewing our 
schedules and exploring new avenues.

ARIES (Mar. 21–Apr. 19)
Home, children, and family activities will keep your 
July calendar filled. Despite the “new normal” that 
COVID created, you are working hard to maintain your 
financial and emotional security. You are in a more 
creative and playful mood throughout July. If you have 
children, this can be a more meaningful time to be 
with them. With your career, it’s an excellent time to 
reconnect with old clients, previous employers, and 
business organizations to expand your networking 
and outreach. The latter half of the month is better 
for reinstating your fitness and work routines. You 
are investigating ways to improve your resource base 
through investments or a retirement program. It’s also 
easier for you to act with your own best interests in 
mind.

TAURUS (Apr. 20–May 20)
You continue to be pulled in two different directions: 
one toward reinventing yourself and your career, and 
the other toward remaining stable and relevant in 
your current career. You will be trying to find a better 

career balance through the rest of the year. That 
impulse was very strong last month, and it continues 
this month. In the first half of July, you are getting 
your thoughts organized while being less patient 
with existing conditions. This same energy can also 
weigh heavily on relationships that are too demanding 
or inflexible. By midmonth, your focus shifts to your 
home, family, and emotional roots. Boundaries will be 
a key issue for you through the latter half of July. Make 
sure you put yourself first in all your choices!

GEMINI (May 21–June 21)
You have finally emerged from the stressful month 
of June. You may still feel a bit shell-shocked through 
the New Moon on the 9th. You are in a much more 
action-oriented time. Your primary focus is on your fi-
nances, generating more income, and increasing your 
visibility. The eclipses should have generated some 
new contacts for both your business and personal 
interests. You have been trying to find a project or a 
career path this year that satisfies your need for both 
internal stability and external success. You are more 
confident about your choices as mid-July approaches. 
Home and family comforts come into play as well. You 
may be looking to do some relocation or remodeling. 

Limits and restrictions will irritate you more toward 
the end of the month. You will need more freedom!

LEO (July 23–Aug. 22)
Normally, this is more of a rest-and-retreat time for 
you, but with active Mars traveling through your sign 
during the entire month, you are ready to spread your 
wings and fly! You have more confidence than usual, 
which can be good for exploring new career options 
and possibly starting something on your own. You 
are looking for a career that excites your passion and 
can be shared with your partner and your friends. You 
will also be taking life more personally, and having a 
greater awareness of your physical surroundings. This 
may interfere with your sleep patterns. This is a great 
time to focus on health and self-care. Your energy 
level is even stronger by midmonth. Relationship 
issues are more significant, and it may be a great time 
for you and your partner to get reacquainted. Watch 
your impulse-spending at the end of the month! 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.22) 
As the month begins, you are slowly moving into a 
clearer space. You are not as overwhelmed by the 
psychic energies that had you isolating more than 

By LILLY RODDY

CANCER (June 22–July 22)
Happy birthday to all the Moon Kids. This is your 
personal yearly cycle in which we review our 
past and look ahead with high hopes for the up-
coming year. Particularly in the first half of July, 
it’s a great time for health checkups, realigning 
your partnership goals, and making sure you 
please yourself! You are exploring new ways to 
bring in income that relies on a more modern 
approach to business. Both your personal and 
business partnerships need some attention. 
This is a very good month to make sure you and 
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Time for
Decision-Making

Review your schedule, then forge ahead.

your partner plan some fun activities together, besides 
the obvious responsibilities. Finances and resource 
management are big topics in the last half of the month. 
This can be a very good time to address any fiduciary 
difficulties that prevent you from feeling free. You are 
looking for a permanent solution to those problems.
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CAPRICORN (Dec. 22–Jan. 19)
Relationships are one of your main interests this 
month. If you are involved, this is a good time to 
reestablish those bonds. If you are single, this is a 
good month to look for potential partners. You are 
looking for something that has a future. The activity 
that has been driving the COVID crisis was also 
clearly focused on your sign. This has definitely 
made you rethink your career from the ground up. 
You may have lost your drive or passion as you  look 
for a career direction that satisfies you—instead 
of one where you are always satisfying others. 
For some, this can be a time of retiring and totally 
switching directions! With so many options, you are 
trying to narrow down your choices. You may feel 
stymied or stuck, but by the end of the month, you 
will feel free to act on those choices. It may help to 
evaluate your finances so you know how to proceed.
 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20–Feb. 18)
You are working on finishing old tasks, getting rid 
of stuff that doesn’t have a purpose in your life, 
and contemplating new ambitions. You will want 
to get yourself into better physical shape and set 
better personal boundaries that limits your time 
with people who don’t appreciate you. This is a very 
active career period that will be operating through 
the entire year. You will make some clear decisions 
about where you are going, especially at the end of 
this month and in early August. Relationships can 
be more demanding this month, which will trigger 
your need for better boundaries. Are you giving more 
to your partner than you are getting back? This is a 
good time to renew that connection, as long as you 
benefit from the process. You may need to communi-
cate your desires more clearly. Just because you are 
intuitive doesn’t mean your partner is!

PISCES (Feb. 19–Mar. 20)
It’s been a very active and disjointed period for 
you over the last few weeks. This energy finally 
subsides after the 9th as you begin to feel more 
grounded. There are opportunities opening up for 
you, career-wise. These may be more suited to your 
sensitive nature, and allow you to let your natural 
talents shine. The eclipses will repeat again in late 
November and early December of this year, so that 
will be another time for new opportunities. This 
month is good for expanding your personal pres-
ence via social media and public venues. People 
are drawn to your energies, which can be very good 
for your job or other self-promotion. But that extra 
attention could also make you feel overwhelmed. 
This is a great month to pay attention to your health 
habits and concerns. Co-workers are more edgy 
and dramatic this month. You may want to avoid 
being drawn into their theatrics. Relationships will 
be more active by the end of the month!

 
For more astro-insight,  
log on to lillyroddy.com. 

necessary during COVID. You needed a break from 
the demands you’ve placed on yourself. You will feel 
much better after July 9, as you are ready to re-enter 
the public arena. This is a very good time for relation-
ships, whether or not you are involved, particularly 
after midmonth. You may be looking for a new career 
path, or altering your current path to align with the 
drastic shifts in the way business is now being done. 
You are more confident, and ready to act on what 
you think is best. The last half of the month is a much 
better time to reconnect to your fitness and work 
routines!
 
LIBRA (Sept. 23–Oct. 23)
You are more professionally and socially active in July. 
This is a great month to take on a leadership role, look 
into a promotion, or move to a more lucrative position.  
Friends and business organizations can be very help-
ful and supportive. This is also a great time for you to 
take a strong role in your community’s development 
and future direction. For those of you with children, 
they will want to take on more responsibility. It may 
seem like they are growing up too fast! Financial 
restraints and debt should be addressed as soon as 
possible. It’s definitely keeping you from expressing 
your own creative energies, and it could possibly lock 
you into a job that has you feeling trapped. You will 
need some rest-and-retreat time by the end of the 
month.
 
SCORPIO (Oct. 24–Nov. 21)
You are considering expanding your career and pos-
sibly starting something on your own! This is a good 
month to get your ideas out there. Publishing energies 
remain strong through the end of the year. You are 
looking to take on more of a leadership role, no matter 
what your current position is. Relationship energies 
are very active. If you are involved in a relationship 
that feels restrictive, you may be looking for greener 
pastures. If you are happily involved, you are renew-
ing your bonds and looking forward to more fun and 
excitement. If you are single, you’ll be very selective 
this month as you search for someone who is unique 
and electrifying. You may be doing some home 
repairs, or even consider moving at this time!
 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov.22–Dec.21) 
Your world may have seemed upside down over 
the last couple of weeks. The larger theme for you 
is about connecting to an inner purpose that gives 
your life more meaning. You will be ready to make 
some decisions after the 9th. You are setting a new 
direction for your career, or you are looking to take 
on a leadership role where you are. Social media will 
be the best path to expand your reach. You are re-
examining your views about relationships and looking 
for more balance and equality in your partnerships, 
so you don’t always have to take the lead role. You 
are also considering relocating, or redecorating your 
home. You are wanting a retreat spot that shuts out all 
of the everyday noise. Career activity really picks up 
near the end of the month!

No Drama
...Just Results

TOP PRODUCER
2002 - 2019
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8 years in a row.

Outsmart Readers’
 Choice 2013-2020

Virtual Tours
Available
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Houston couple Stephen Mi-
chael Miranda, 27, and Blake 
Stevens Mudd, 25, may have 
met virtually, but their con-

nection could not be any more real. 
Stephen, a Space City native who was 

raised by lesbian parents, is a graduate of 
the University of Oklahoma and works as a 
private-client advisor and vice president of 
investments at J.P. Morgan. Blake, from Lake 
Charles, graduated from the University of 
Houston and is now a lecturer at both his alma 
mater and Houston Community College. His 
interest in fashion led him to open the Hyphen 
Boutique online store, and also to become the 
operations manager at Pomp and Circum-
stance Boutique. The duo lives in an East End 
neighborhood near downtown Houston.

“In true millennial fashion, we initially 

met on Tinder,” Blake says. It was July of 2017. 
Their first date was at Hops Meets Barley 
on Alabama Street. “I don’t remember much 
about that day,” Stephen says. “It was the first 
time I’d really felt an instant connection with 
someone.”

Stephen says marriage was never on his 
radar because for most of his life, same-sex 
marriage wasn’t legal. But then, after fall-
ing in love, planning a future, and buying a 
home together, he admits that something 
still felt incomplete. “It seemed like we were 
in something much more serious than just a 
“dating relationship,” and marriage felt like the 
natural next step. So about a month after we’d 
moved in, I bought a ring.”

It was Stephen who proposed to Blake at a 
pre-Pride pool party in 2019 that he was host-
ing with a friend. After the hosts got everyone’s 

attention with a “Thank you for coming” 
speech, Stephen got down on one knee and 
popped the question in front of 75 guests. 

Blake recalls thinking that it seemed odd 
when Stephen insisted he come forward to 
join the two party hosts, but he didn’t question 
it. “Suddenly, a speech about love occurred, 
Stephen got on one knee, a Tiffany & Co. box 
appeared, and the rest is, well, history,” Blake 
says. Naturally, he said yes. 

In hindsight, Stephen wishes they had 
planned to wear better outfits for their 
proposal photos (instead of the tank tops and 
swim trunks they ended up in), but he says, 
“Ultimately, it was very ‘us.’” 

With the pandemic looming, the couple felt 
that getting married was an imperative. “We 
didn’t even have wills. I feared that with noth-
ing legally binding us, one of us could have been 

A SYMBOLIC CELEBRATION
Stephen Miranda and Blake Mudd married
on the 51st anniversary of the Stonewall Riots.

WEDDING GUIDE

By JENNY BLOCK
Photos by BIANCA RODRIGUEZ

Stephen Miranda (l) 
and Blake Mudd
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cut completely off from the other. The best way 
to show we loved each other during these scary 
times was to tie the knot—and every other legal 
loose end,” Stephen says.  

The couple had originally planned on hav-
ing an elaborate wedding with over 200 guests 
as a fundraiser for the Montrose Center’s 
LGBTQ-affirming Law Harrington Senior 
Living Center. “We had to pare down our guest 
list to near nothing, as reports of COVID clus-
ters from weddings were sprouting up daily,” 
Stephen recalls. 

Instead, they got married on June 28, 
2020—the 51st anniversary of the Stonewall 
Riots—in the place most special to them: their 
home. Stephen’s cousin Birdie Rodriguez, who 
is also gay, officiated, and no family or friends 
were physically present. “It was just our little 
quarantine pod, but we did have a good crowd 
on Zoom,” Stephen says. Cousin Birdie’s 
daughter Bianca served as their photographer, 
videographer, Zoom tech, and witness. “We 
all [went to get] Luby’s takeout for dinner 
afterwards. It wasn’t the wedding we initially 
wanted, but once again, it was very ‘us.’” 

“Marriage is not about the wedding day,” 
Blake adds. “Marriage is about the union of two 
people who love each other. Our wedding day 
may not have been what we originally intended, 
but being married every day to Stephen is my 
equivalent of that fairy-tale moment. Also, 
champagne and to-go Luby’s for our wedding 
meal was cool, too.”

With the help of the couple’s friend and 
local LGBTQ historian JD Doyle, Stephen and 
Blake created a video featuring archival foot-
age showing the landmark political events that 
ultimately made marriage equality possible. 
An excerpt from President Obama’s speech 
following the 2009 Supreme Court marriage-
equality ruling played in the background after 
Zoom viewers logged in to the couple’s wedding 
ceremony.  

“Gay marriage is still an act of protest 
against the many people in power across this 
country who would have us quietly return to 

WANT TO TELL YOUR STORY?
Email us at letters@outsmartmagazine.com

the discarded corners of society,” Stephen says. 
“Through our love, we’ve committed to con-
tinuing their fight to make this a more equal 
place for all of us, and to never take our foot off 
the gas.”

The pandemic made getting a marriage 
certificate in Harris County tricky, so they 
got one in Galveston County instead. “Our 
Galveston marriage certificate looks like a 
kids’ birthday party invitation with a Pirates 
of the Caribbean theme,” Stephen laughs. “We 
definitely skipped framing that one.” 

From buying a house together before they 
got married to getting married in their own liv-
ing room, Blake notes that almost everything 
about their relationship has been non-tradi-
tional—including their honeymoon plans. 

“Every future trip or vacation we go on 
together will be counted as our honeymoon,” 
he proudly explains.

http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
mailto:letters@outsmartmagazine.com


80  JULY 2021  |  OutSmartMagazine.com

Gifts & Home Décor 
355 W. 19th St • Houston, TX, 77008 

713.864.4411

Tues – Sat: 10am-6pm   |   Sun: 1-5pm   |   Closed Mondays

General Dermatology
Cosmetic Dermatology
Skin Cancer Surgery
Micro Laser Peel
IPL Photofacial 
Microneedling
Chemical Peels

Botox & Fillers
Laser Hair Removal

Leg & Facial Veins
iS Clinical

Glytone
EltaMD

obagi

HEIGHTS DERMATOLOGY 
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Come in for a free cosmetic consultation!

Dr. Alpesh Desai
Dr. Tejas Desai

Board Certified 
Dermatologists

2120 Ashland St.
Houston, TX  77008

713.864.2659

HeightsSkin.com

Now offering: Superficial Radiation Therapy (SRT) for the 
non-surgical treatment of non-melanoma skin cancers.

KATINE NECHMAN McLAURIN LLP
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Real Estate Disputes • Homeowner Association Law • Immigration
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HIV/LGBTQ Law • Estate Documents • Employment Law

LGBTQ FAMILY LAW
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handling all of your family law needs.handling all of your family law needs.
STEPHANY ALVAREZ,,

LGBTQ FAMILY LAWLGBTQ FAMILY LAW

KATINE NECHMAN McLAURIN LLP
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On June 1, 2021, the GLBT Political Caucus held its 
Summer Fling. Pictured are the Fab Five Judges: 
Shannon Baldwin, Jim Kovach, Jason Cox, Beau 
Miller, and Jerry Simoneaux with April Ayers, 
Judge Daryl Moore, Jeff Watters, Jovon Tyler, 
Judge Steven Kirkland, and former Mayor Annise 
Parker.

The Four Seasons social group held a mixer at La 
Granja y Cantina on June 6, 2021. Pictured are John 
Starratt, Donna Junker, Jorge Mora, and Venny 
Jmora.

On June 9, 2021, Discovery Green celebrated 10 
years of Rainbow on the Green. Pictured are Joey 
Guerra, Ada Vox, Tye Blue, Angelina DM Trailz, 
and Barry Mandel.

The “F” Friday fundraiser for the Montrose Center 
was held at Hamburger Mary’s on June 11, 2021. 
Pictured are Tony Fernandez, Blackberri, 
Kennedy Loftin, and the president of LGBT Council 
on Aging Tracee Seals.

The Montrose Softball League held the season play-
offs on June 13, 2021, at Houston Sportsplex. Pictured 
are members of MSLA Chaos, end of season playoff 
winners of D Division.

The Classic Chassis Car Club displayed their cars 
at the Law Harrington Senior Living Center on 
June 12, 2021. Pictured are members of the Classic 
Chassis Car Club.

On June 12, 2021, Pride Houston presented Night 
Out at the Movies - A Reel Pride Pop-up at the 
Montrose Center. Pictured are Ryan Tyler Ash, 
Natasha James, An Hoang, Kendra Walker, Jasmine 
Young, Byron Canady, Thasia Madison, Michael 
Robinson, and Lo Roberts.

Bering Memorial United Methodist Church leaders 
signed documents to become Bering Memorial United 
Church of Christ on June 2, 2021. Pictured are (standing): 
Attorney Reesa Hedricks, David Schulz, Scott Loree, 
Rev. Diane McGehee, Rick Renshaw, Ken Gregg and 
(seated) Church Council Chair, Ken Malone.

Congressman Al Green met with members of the 
LGBTQ Community on June 12, 2021, at Harold’s in 
the Heights to discuss his upcoming congressional 
resolution honoring LGBTQ Pride History and to 
discuss how to address discrimination in the LGBTQ 
community.

S C E N E  O U T

Photos by
 DALTON DEHART AND CREW

Pride Night with the Houston Astros was held June 
16, 2021, at Minute Maid Park. Pictured are Hon. 
Phyllis Frye and the former executive director of 
Pride Houston Lo Roberts.

The Daddy of Montrose 2021 Contest was held 
at Michael’s Outpost on June 20, 2021. Pictured 
are Daddy of Montrose 2019-2020 David James 
Barron and Daddy of Montrose 2021 Joey Dinello.

On June 19, 2021, the Stella Link Seville Mr. & Miss 
Gay Pride Houston Pageant was held at Barcode. 
Pictured are Mr. Gay Pride Houston 2019-20 Ivan 
Hyde Cupcake, Mr. Gay Pride Houston 2021 Seany 
Smiles, Miss Gay Pride Houston 2021 Kofi, and Miss 
Gay Pride Houston 2019-20 Roxanne Collins.
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W I G G I N G  O U T

Who better to give us the scoop 
on Galveston Island than the 
ocean goddess herself, Kymber 
DeVine? Statuesque, sultry, and 
sassy, she’s like Venus rising 

from the sea—Botticelli’s painting come to 
life. She’s as invigorating as the salt air, and 
as carefree as the wind in her hair. OutSmart 
dove right in to find out what makes this gal 
from Galveston a show-stopping diva.

Drag birthdate?
October 12, 1991

Pronouns?
She/Her

Hometown?
Belle Chasse, Louisiana, a suburb
of New Orleans.

Inner avatar:
A mix of all three original Charlie’s Angels: 
the brains of  Sabrina (Kate Jackson) by day, 
girl-next-door Kelly (Jaclyn Smith), and by 
night, the beauty and glamour of Jill (Farrah 
Fawcett).

How did you first get into drag?
Like most [of us from Louisiana], it was a Hal-
loween party in New Orleans. I immediately 
knew I wanted to be a part of the drag scene. 

What makes Galveston so special?
Galveston became home for me 10 years ago. 
I left New Orleans to find peace after 20 
years of working on Bourbon Street as 
an exotic dancer. Galveston gave me a 
sense of New Orleans, with its history 
and uptown New Orleans feel. Add in 
the beach, and I’ve found my home.

If you had only one day to show 
a guest around the Island, 
where would you take them 
and what would you do?
I’d start at the Pyramids, with a walk through 
the Rainforest Pyramid, Moody Gardens, and 
the Discovery Pyramid. Then a quick lunch 

at my favorite seafood restaurant, Bennos, 
before heading to the Pleasure Pier for some 
fun amusement rides and games. I would end 
the afternoon with a stroll through downtown 
Galveston’s Strand for some light shopping, 
then we’d end the night at Galveston’s premiere 
dance and show bar, Rumors, for a few drinks 
and to watch one of the amazing shows!

How would you describe life on the Island, 
versus life in Houston?
Life on the Island is a lot more laid back 
compared to Houston, especially during the 
touristy off-season.

Advice to your younger self?
Don’t do drugs, further your education, and 
save your money!

Drag idols?
Victoria West, Teryl-Lynn Fox, Erica Andrews, 
Mimi Marks, and Monica Monroe.

Advice for up-and-coming performers?
Take care of your physical and mental health.

Have you found love?
I have truly found my soulmate for life in a 
wonderful transgender man, Grayson Chan-
dler. We have been married now for six years.

“When in doubt, ...”
…take a deep breath and trust God will make 
a way.

Life mantra?
It’s never too late to live out a dream.

Any competition titles?
Reigning Texas National Showgirl Supreme, 
former Miss Texas USofA Classic, Miss 
Texas Continental Elite, Miss Trans Geor-
gia USA, and the former Miss Gay Louisi-
ana Universe—to name a few.

What’s on the horizon for Kymber?
I’m currently working hard preparing to 
be the next National Showgirl Supreme, 
which takes place in Florida this month, 
as well as settling into my new job as 
manager of Rumors Bar & Grill. Some 
day in the future, I would also like to 
open a floral design shop.

Where can people see you per-
form regularly?

I am a regular cast member at Rumors 
Bar & Grill, Hamburger Mary’s, Davenport 

Clear Lake, Kemah Shot Bar and Wine Revue, 
and I have a new show starting at Twisted  
Parrot in Kemah.

Island 
Showgirl 
Kymber DeVine makes 
waves across Galveston.

By SAM BYRD
Photo by ALEX ROSA

Follow Kymber on Facebook at 
facebook.com/kymber.devine

http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
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We’re here for you when you need us!
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD ER

Our Freestanding Emergency Rooms
are an innovative solution.

We can examine you within minutes of your arrival. We have Board Certifi ed Emergency 
Physicians, nurses and radiology technicians on duty to care for you quicky after you arrive. 
With our on-site laboratory, X-Ray, CT scan, and ultrasound, we can rapidly evaluate and, 
treat your emergency medical condition. When you walk-in, you’ll be seen within minutes by 
one of our ER physicians. Immediately following your evaluation, treatment will begin.

X-Rays within 10 minutes and blood work within 15 minutes.
These are just some differences you’ll experience at our Emergency Rooms.

WE PROVIDE HIGH LEVEL EMERGENCY CARE AND WE DO IT 
DIFFERENTLY THAN WHAT YOU MAY HAVE EXPERIENCED IN THE PAST. 

FROM THE MOMENT YOU WALK IN, YOU WILL SEE THE DIFERENCE.

COMPLETE EMERGENCY ROOM CAPABILITIES: LABORATORY, RADIOLOGY: FULL DIGITAL IMAGING 
SUITE ON-SITE CAT SCAN, X-RAYS, ULTRASOUND AND HOSPITAL ADMISSIONS.

NO WAIT & ALWAYS OPEN
Montrose Emergency Room 24 Hour ER
1110 W. Gray St Suite 101 • Open 24 Hours • (713) 242-1436 • MontroseEmergencyRoom.com

http:// montroseemergencyroom.com
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