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writer Sam Byrd’s interview with 
team members as they prepare to 
represent our city.

Our annual Galveston edition 
also spotlights a few of the many 
queer folks who make the Island a 
special place. Writer Connor Beh-
rens chats with Todd MacKenzie 
about his inclusive Galveston 
piano bar, while writer Ryan 
Leach sits down with Kristen 
Maples to learn about the Island’s 
scuba-diving scene. Writer Jenny 
Block speaks to interior designers 
Mitchell Bage and Luis Santiago 
about their new business, while 
writer Marene Gustin catches up 
with restaurant owners Lena Py-
les and Victoria Newsome. Writer 
Zach McKenzie speaks to Island 
activist Steven J. Baines and 
church musician Ezra Bordelon. 

Elsewhere in this issue, we 
spotlight two out local media 
personalities who use their plat-
forms to educate Houstonians. 
Writer Lillian Hoang interviews 
KHOU’s Pacifica Sauer about her 
latest documentary, while Jenny 

and opposes “all efforts to validate 
transgender ideology.” 

The attacks on our community 
by far-right politicians have been 
constant, but we cannot give up 
hope as we continue to rally, con-
tact our elected representatives, 
and mark our calendars to vote on 
November 8—or during early vot-
ing beginning October 24. 

Those who would like to donate 
to local groups providing infor-
mation on reproductive rights, or 
those in need of assistance, should 
contact the Afiya Center, Avow 
Texas, Know Your Rights Camp, 
The Lilith Fund, Plan C Pills, and 
Planned Parenthood. 

In the midst of these uncer-
tain times, our OUTSMART team 
hopes that this July 2022 issue 
inspires you with its stories of 
local LGBTQ leaders who keep 
pushing our community forward. 
Houston’s own Space City Rugby, 
an all-inclusive team heading to 
Canada next month for a world-
championship tournament, is fea-
tured on our July cover. Don’t miss 

On June 24, the US 
Supreme Court’s 
conservative major-
ity overturned Roe 
v. Wade and rolled 

back 50 years of abortion rights. 
The decision puts the lives of all 
people with uteruses at risk, and 
the ruling may have other signifi-
cant repercussions for LGBTQ 
people. In a concurring opinion, 
Justice Clarence Thomas urged 
the court to “reconsider all of this 
Court’s substantive due-process 
precedents, including Gris-
wold, Lawrence, and Obergefell.” 
Lawrence struck down state bans 
on same-sex sexual relations, 
Obergefell removed state bans on 
same-sex marriage, and Griswold
removed bans on contraceptives.

Days before the landmark 
decision was made, the Texas 
Republican Party held its 2022 
convention and approved a new 
platform that calls homosexuality 
“an abnormal lifestyle choice,” 
advocates a ban on gender-af-
firming care for trans teenagers, 

E D I T O R ’ S  N O T E

Block speaks to Justin McKee 
about his creative leadership at 
Houston Public Media. 

Finally, if you’re looking 
for a festive weekend dining 
experience, check out one of 
the popular drag brunches 
recommended by writer Jo-
anna O’Leary. Also on our July 
radar is artist Hugh Hayden’s 
latest exhibition at the Blaffer 
Art Museum and the official 
RuPaul’s Drag Race Werq the 
World tour coming to Sugar 
Land’s Smart Financial Centre 
on July 16. 

See you next month! 

Lourdes
Zavaleta 

Managing 
Editor  

THE GREAT APES OF RWANDA
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You betta Werq! The official
RuPaul’s Drag Race Werq the 
World tour is coming to Smart 
Financial Centre with an all-new 
production for 2022. Brought to 
you by Voss Events, the show fea-
tures Drag Race stars Kameron 
Michaels, Rose, Vanessa Vanjie, 
Yvie Oddly, and all finalists from 
Season 14. 

Created by Brandon Voss and 
World of Wonder, Werq the World 
is known for its large-scale pro-
ductions with a concert-style feel. 
The first Houston tour was set 
for October 2017, but rescheduled 
due to Hurricane Harvey. When it 
came back around for a make-
up performance the following 

year, the queens donated to the 
Montrose Center’s LGBTQ Hur-
ricane Harvey Relief Fund. 

Now back in the US for the 
first time since the COVID-19 
pandemic, the latest Werq the 
World tour features unforget-
table new moments that include 
a performance by Season 14 lip-
sync star Jorgeous. The Texas 
native tells OUTSMART that fans 
can expect to see her signature 
style on stage. “The audience 
will be getting a whole lot of 
Latina flair, sexy choreo, body, 
you know what I mean? The full 
dancing-diva Jorgeous experi-
ence!” (see page 60)
tinyurl.com/3kdukcbc

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

FUNDRAISER 
July 16

Werq the World

QUEER THINGS to DO

COMMUNITY 
July 28–31
Heavy Hitters Pride
Heavy Hitters Pride hosts its seventh annual convention through-
out Houston. The two-day event provides safe spaces for urban gay 
men, their admirers, and allies with networking and activities. 
tinyurl.com/4e2bn2hs

For a weekly roundup 
of LGBTQ happenings, visit www.OutSmart-Magazine.com

http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
http:// tinyurl.com/3kdukcbc 
http:// tinyurl.com/4e2bn2hs 
http:// www.outsmart-magazine.com
http:// www.outsmart-magazine.com
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COMMUNITY 
July 14
Lazarus House
20th Anniversary
Lazarus House, a wellness 
center that serves cancer, 
stroke, HIV, and other patients, 
celebrates its 20th anniversary 
at BUDDY’S.
tinyurl.com/yckrdy6m

NIGHTLIFE
July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
Slay All Day
Social Beer Garden’s weekly drag 
show Slay All Day is hosted by 
Luna of the Lilies and features 
beats by GNDRBNDR and per-
formances by Annalee Naylor.  
tinyurl.com/2u42k73r

COMMUNITY 
July 8
Bearadise
At 10 p.m., Bears 
with beards 
will take over 
BUDDY’S for a 
night of go-go 
dancers and drink 
specials. tinyurl.
com/596t5m5a 

COMMUNITY 
July 11
Gaymers Movie Night – 
Thor: Love & Thunder
Join the Houston Gaymers 
for Movie Night at the Regal 
Edwards Houston Marq’E 
Theater. The LGBTQ gam-
ing group will screen  
Thor: Love & Thunder in a 
private theater with seating 
limited to 20. 
tinyurl.com/586faauc

COMMUNITY 
July 1
First Friday Meet & Eat  
The Greater Houston LGBT 
Chamber of Commerce hosts its 
monthly lunch mixer at Momma’s 
at Senglemann. The casual event 
is open to all who are interested 
in networking and learning more 
about the Chamber.  tinyurl.
com/3dms9we8

More Queer Things to Do ➝

COMMUNITY 
July 15
Transparent Closet 
Fashion and Drag Show
First Christian Church Katy 
celebrates its new Transparent 
Closet with a fashion and drag 
show. Featuring performances 
by Kiki Dion Van Wales, Vivica 
Perry, and DJ Jamie Waymire, 
the event supports Transparent 
Closet, a free clothing boutique 
for trans and questioning teens 
and young adults. 
tinyurl.com/3hd68899

COMMUNITY 
July 15–17
Comicpalooza
Comicpalooza is back at the 
George R. Brown Convention 
Center for two days. This pop-
culture festival features celebri-
ties, shopping, and activities 
that will keep you entertained.  
tinyurl.com/2wevf9mh

COMMUNITY 
July 20
Monthly LGBTQ Legal Clinic
Join the Earl Carl Institute for 
a free legal and social policy 
clinic at the Montrose Center. 
Come and get advice in estate 
planning, securing official doc-
uments, criminal issues, and 
more. tinyurl.com/4ju3k8ka

COMMUNITY 
July 10
A Colorful Experience
A Dream to Remember pres-
ents an LGBTQ wedding show-
case at Enchanted Cypress 
Ballroom. The event features 
photo booths, cake designers, 
choreographers, event plan-
ners, and more. 
tinyurl.com/5n8xfejn

NIGHTLIFE 
July 1
Denali at ReBar
RuPaul’s Drag 
Race star Denali 
performs at ReBar. 
Hosted by ONDI, 
the event features 
performances 
by Blackberri, 
Adriana LaRue, 
Petty, and Denali.  
tinyurl.com/
y36we8uu

http:// tinyurl.com/
http:// tinyurl.com/2u42k73r 
http:// tinyurl.com/5n8xfejn 
http:// tinyurl.com/586faauc 
http:// tinyurl.com/yckrdy6m 
http:// tinyurl.com/3hd68899 
http:// tinyurl.com/2wevf9mh 
http:// tinyurl.com/4ju3k8ka 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
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STAGE
September 13
Lady Gaga: The Chromatica Ball
Lady Gaga brings her Chromatica Ball 
tour to Minute Maid Park. Proceeds from 
each ticket sold benefit Gaga’s Born This 
Way Foundation, a nonprofit that supports 
the wellness of young people by working 
with them “to make the world kinder and 
braver.”  tinyurl.com/52mtt8yh

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

Submit your events at calendar@outsmartmagazine.com

SAVE the DATES
QUEER THINGS to DO

STAGE
August 13
Queer Improv Jam
Station Improv & Sketch Comedy Theatre hosts a Queer Improv Jam. 
LGBTQ comedians of all experience levels can practice onstage and 
bond with fellow performers.  tinyurl.com/4y4xbtkw

STAGE
August 30
Kehlani: Blue Water Road Trip
Kehlani brings her new music to Bayou 
Music Center. The nonbinary lesbian 
singer-songwriter released her third 
studio album, Blue Water Road Trip, in 
April 2022. 
tinyurl.com/2p9ymand

STAGE
October 11
Lil Nas X:  
Long Live Montero
Lil Nas X performs at 713 
Music Hall. The tour features 
tunes from the gay rapper and 
singer’s new album, Montero. 
tinyurl.com/2bwu66yj

Celebrating 
40 Years of 
Service

Make your $40 gift today 
and help end the HIV epidemic

Donate: 40for40.afhouston.org

http:// tinyurl.com/4y4xbtkw 
http:// 40for40.afhouston.org 
http:// tinyurl.com/2p9ymand 
http:// tinyurl.com/52mtt8yh 
http:// tinyurl.com/2bwu66yj 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com
mailto:calendar@outsmartmagazine.com
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“Legacy Pharmacy 
serves its communities 
loud and proud.
We don’t shy away
from things that
most people would.”

— APRIL HENSON, Pharmacist

Our team builds relationships 
with patients that enable us to 
better serve all of their health and 
wellness needs.

LEARN MORE ABOUT HOW WE
GO ABOVE AND BEYOND AT
LegacyCommunityHealth.org/Pharmacy

Caring and supportive pharmacists | Personalized health and wellness coaching | One-on-one medication counseling 

Programs to help manage chronic conditions| Health screenings | Vaccinations | Easy prescription refills | Shorter wait times

http:// legacycommunityhealth.org/pharmacy 
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In a ruling that is ex-
pected to have significant 
repercussions for LGBTQ 
people, the US Supreme 
Court ruled 6-to-3 on June 
24 that the US Constitution 
“does not prohibit” states 

from banning abortion.
Underscoring that concern, Justice Clar-

ence Thomas wrote a concurring opinion 
that urges the court to “reconsider all of this 
Court’s substantive due-process precedents, 
including Griswold, Lawrence, and Obergefell.” 
Lawrence struck down state bans on same-sex 
sexual relations, Obergefell removed state bans 
on same-sex marriage, and Griswold removed 
bans on contraceptives.

However, Justice Samuel Alito downplayed 
the concern for how the decision will impact 
other rights, including the right of same-sex 
couples to marry, the right to have same-sex 
relations, and the right to obtain contracep-
tion.”

“These attempts to justify abortion 
through appeals to a broader right to autonomy 
and to define one’s ‘concept of existence’ prove 
too much,” wrote Alito, who was joined on the 
majority opinion by Justices Clarence Thom-
as, Neil Gorsuch, Brett Kavanaugh, and Amy 
Coney Barrett. Chief Justice John Roberts did 
not sign on to Alito’s decision but issued his 
own opinion, concurring in the judgment.  

Alito offers thin reassurance that the deci-
sion will not impact these other rights.

He said the majority has “stated unequivo-
cally that ‘[n]othing in this opinion should be 
understood to cast doubt on precedents that do 
not concern abortion,’” adding that abortion 
involves taking a “potential life,” while the 
decisions in the other cases do not. Then he 
adds this:

SCOTUS Overturns Roe v. Wade 

Justice Thomas’ concurring opinion urges 
the court to also reconsider pro-LGBTQ decisions.

By  LISA KEEN, KEEN NEWS SERVICE

“Each precedent is subject to its own 
stare decisis analysis, and the factors that our 
doctrine instructs us to consider, like reliance 
and workability, are different for these cases 
than for our abortion jurisprudence,” said 
Alito. Given that the Dobbs decision analysis of 
stare decisis (respect for precedent) overturns 
the 50-year-old Roe v. Wade decision, this 
reassurance falls empty. Obergefell v. Hodges, 
striking state bans on same-sex marriage, was 
issued only seven years ago. Lawrence v. Texas, 
striking state bans on consensual sex between 
same-sex adults, was issued only 19 years ago.

Adding to that concern, Justice Clar-
ence Thomas, in a concurring opinion, urges 
the court to “reconsider all of this Court’s 
substantive due process precedents, including 
Griswold, Lawrence, and Obergefell. He said the 

court has “a duty to ‘correct the error’ estab-
lished in those precedents….” 

The 6-to-3 decision came in Dobbs v. Jack-
son, a case in which an abortion clinic chal-
lenged a new law in Mississippi that banned 
abortion at any time after 15 weeks unless 
there is a medical emergency or severe fetal 
abnormality.

In an unprecedented development, a draft 
of a majority opinion was leaked to the press on 
May 2, seeming to indicate that the court was 
poised to overturn its longstanding decisions 
protecting the right to abortion. LGBTQ legal 
activists were alarmed at the language of that 
draft, written by Justice Samuel Alito, saying 
it laid the groundwork to overturn landmark 
decisions in support of rights for LGBTQ 
people. 

http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
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Roe v. Wade, in 1973, said the Constitution 
implies that citizens have a right to privacy and 
liberty, and that those rights cover the right 
to choose an abortion. Planned Parenthood v.
Casey, in 1992, said states could regulate abor-
tion once a fetus becomes viable as long as the 
regulations did not create an undue burden 
on women who seek an abortion.

During oral argument on 
December 1, the Supreme Court 
justices discussed the implica-
tions for the Dobbs decision 
on two major LGBTQ deci-
sions: Lawrence v. Texas and
Obergefell v. Hodges. Lawrence
ruled that states could not ban 
sexual relations between same-
sex couples, while Obergefell ruled 
that states could not prohibit same-
sex couples from marrying.

Generally, judges and justices are expected 
to keep preconceived ideas of how a case might 
be decided to themselves. But Justice Brett 
Kavanaugh appears to have abandoned that 
protocol, too. In his concurring opinion, he 
includes a footnote (page 8) that says Obergefell 

“overruled” Baker v. Nelson. 
“Much of American society was built 

around the traditional view of marriage that 
was upheld in Baker v. Nelson, and that was re-
flected in laws ranging from tax laws to estate 
laws to family laws. In Obergefell v. Hodges, the 

Court nonetheless overruled Baker. 
The court did not “overrule” 
Baker v. Nelson. That was a 1972 

appeal case in which the Su-
preme Court did not issue an 
opinion. Instead, it summar-
ily dismissed a gay couple’s 
appeal to recognize same-sex 
marriage.

“This is the most shock-
ingly activist Court we have 

seen in any of our lifetimes,” said 
Jenny Pizer, senior legal counsel for 

Lambda Legal. “The arrogantly selective 
reading of history and disdain for generations 
of jurisprudence would be bizarre if it weren’t 
so terrifying.” 

In the Dobbs majority abortion opinion on 
June 24, the court does overturn two major 
precedents: Roe v. Wade and Planned Parent-

hood v. Casey. 
In his opinion concurring in the judgment 

of the majority, Chief Justice John Roberts 
says he sees “no sound basis for questioning the 
adequacy” of 15 weeks for a woman to obtain 
an abortion. He chose not to sign onto Alito’s 
opinion, apparently because, as Alito said, “its 
dramatic and consequential ruling is unneces-
sary to decide the case before us.

“The Court’s decision to overrule Roe and 
Casey is a serious jolt to the legal system—re-
gardless of how you view those cases,” Roberts 
wrote. “A narrower decision rejecting the 
misguided viability line would be markedly 
less unsettling, and nothing more is needed to 
decide this case.” 

“Seeing this carte blanche invitation to 
[state] legislatures to eliminate the freedom to 
make one’s own decisions about one’s own body 
and life, especially following yesterday’s ab-
surd decision elevating gun rights over public 
safety,” said Lambda’s Pizer, “offers a picture of 
American society potentially transformed in a 
horrifying direction.”

© 2022 Keen News Service

Justice Clarence 
Thomas
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Texas GOP Declares Homosexuality
an ‘Abnormal Lifestyle Choice’

Local Log Cabin Republicans denounce the anti-LGBTQ platform.  
By MARENE GUSTIN

The Texas Republican 
Party held its 2022 conven-
tion in Houston June 16–18, 
their first in-person con-
vention since the pandemic 
began. The 40-page plat-

form they adopted leaves no doubt that Texas 
Republicans are still in the party of Trump.

The approved GOP platform declares Joe 
Biden’s 2020 election is illegitimate, rebukes 
the ten Senate Republicans involved in biparti-
san talks on gun legislation, requires students 
to “learn about the humanity of the preborn 
child,” and calls homosexuality “an abnormal 
lifestyle choice.”

The Log Cabin Republicans (LCR), a 
conservative LGBTQ group, was again barred 
from setting up a booth at the convention, but 
it did have delegates in attendance. And for 
local LCR Houston members, the anti-LGBTQ 
language provoked an immediate response.

“The efforts of a vocal and organized mi-
nority saw inflammatory, hurtful, and unnec-
essary language added to our Party’s platform, 
the addition of which neither proclaims policy 
intentions nor helps build diverse coalitions; 
its only aim is to satisfy the zealotry of a few. 
The further unwillingness of many state Party 
leaders, including Chairman Matt Rinaldi, to 
seek understanding of Log Cabin Republicans’ 
values and principles is infuriating,” LCR 
Houston said in a June 20 statement. “De-
spite the intolerance shown to us, Log Cabin 
Republican members attending the convention 
as delegates represented LCR with honor and 
dignity. This weekend and every day we dem-
onstrate our commitment to individual liberty, 
limited government, fiscal responsibility, a 
strong national defense, and other founda-
tional principles held by the Republican Party. 
We have long shown our dedication to electing 
Republicans at all levels by hosting events for 
candidates, volunteering for campaigns, and 
swaying the hearts and minds of those fed up 
with the relentless and intentional Democratic 
destruction of our country. The two events 
the local and state chapters of LCR held at the 

Texas GOP Convention were well attended, 
and passionate support was relayed to us from 
delegates and elected officials from rural and 
urban counties alike.”

LCR Houston told OutSmart it stands by its 
statement and declined to further comment. 

At the 2018 Texas GOP State Convention, 
the Houston LCR chapter led a successful 
effort, with the support of other Republican 
allies and fellow LCR chapters across the 
state, to change the official party platform by 
removing all blanket condemnations of people 
simply for being gay. As a result of that success, 
the Houston chapter and the LCR Texas Board 
were recognized by the national organization 
of Log Cabin Republicans with an award at 
their annual Spirit of Lincoln Dinner held in 
Washington, DC in October of 2018. 

It’s not clear if any effort was made this 
year to challenge the anti-LGBTQ language in 
the Texas GOP’s 2022 platform. 

Despite LCR Texas’ mission to represent 
LGBTQ and ally Republicans who “support 
equality under the law for all,” the statewide 
chapter has been vocal in supporting Texas’ 
anti-trans bills aimed at denying medical care 
and school sports participation for trans youth. 

During the 2021 Texas legislative session, 
the Dallas Voice reported that members of LCR 
Texas testified in support of House Bill 4042, 
which would ban trans students from partici-

pating in sports that align with their gender 
identities. The organization also issued a state-
ment in support of HB 4042 and its companion 
bill, SB 29. 

“Log Cabin Republicans of Texas supports 
House Bill 4042 and its companion Bill 29. 
While we may have reservations about the 
bills’ lack of nuance allowing schools lati-
tude to address very unique situations, and 
about the issues it leaves unresolved that will 
certainly arise if this bill becomes law, we 
nonetheless believe this law takes a necessary 
step in protecting interscholastic athletic 
activities that are currently segregated by 
biological sex for the benefit and safety of both 
boys and girls.”

The 2022 Texas Republican Party plat-
form also calls for a ban on gender-affirming 
care, the distribution of puberty blockers or 
hormone-suppressing therapies, and gender-
affirming surgeries for anyone under the age of 
21. It then went even further by opposing “all 
efforts to validate transgender identity.”

In April, LCR Texas said Governor Greg 
Abbott was right to “halt the administration of 
puberty blockers, hormone therapy treatment, 
and other treatments” for minors experienc-
ing gender dysphoria, according to the Dallas 
Morning News.

LCR Texas describes trans people as “a 
small number of human beings, who in the past 
have been subject to harsh ostracization and 
unfair treatment.” The group’s board added 
that trans youth “deserve compassion and 
non-judgmental support, and all the available 
counseling and medical help available, short of 
irreversible medical procedures.”

In an interview with NBC news, Ricardo 
Martinez, the CEO of Equality Texas, a state-
wide LGBTQ advocacy group, called the Texas 
Republican Party’s platform “extreme, but not 
necessarily new.” 

“I’m glad that they’re being really explicit 
in their words, because these words now match 
their actions,” Martinez said. “This is not sur-
prising, but it certainly is painful for LGBTQ 
people who live here in Texas.”

http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
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Of all the innumerable 
platitudes and wellness 
posts littering our social-
media feeds, “Live life. No 
regrets.” is one of the most 
problematic in its alluring 
simplicity. 

Why do internet wellness gurus stress the 
importance of living life “to the fullest” (what-
ever that means) and having no regrets? Is that 
even a reasonable or realistic goal?

 
What, Exactly, Is Regret?
The emotional experience of regret is complex. 
It’s a feeling of disappointment, sadness, or 
remorse that can be caused by things we have 
done either to ourselves or to others. For ex-
ample, you might say or do something hurtful 
to a friend or loved one, and the sorrow you feel 
in the aftermath would be called regret. 

Guilt, by contrast, shifts the focus toward 
“I am a bad person because I did this,” while 
regret holds fast to the feeling of sadness and 
carries the risk of tipping over into sorrow or 
despair.

 Regret, in particular, is an emotion that 
physically resides in our bodies and is often 
felt as a heaviness in the chest or a sinking feel-
ing in the gut. Interestingly, the intent behind 
your regretful action has little impact on the 
intensity of the emotions you feel. You can have 
significant regrets about something done acci-
dentally, just as you may hold very little regret 
for an intentional act.

 Generally, most of our feelings are a 
response to an action or relationship. Regret 
distinguishes itself in that it can also be trig-
gered by thinking about or reflecting on things 
we have not even done yet. People can regret 
not having a difficult but important conversa-
tion, or not taking a trip, or not participating in 
a potentially meaningful event. 

Living Life with Fewer Regrets
Stop allowing anxiety and fear to dominate your journey.

Psychologically Useful Regret
Experiencing regret is natural, and it’s all but 
impossible to make it through life without 
having regrets. So why do we place so much 
emphasis on avoiding it? Perhaps it’s because 
we don’t consider how feelings of regret can 
help propel us into action.

 Emotions serve as an internal road map, 
guiding our behavior and helping us realize 
when something feels right. As with other 
complex emotions, we can use our experiences 
of regret to guide both our thoughts and our 
behavior.

 Feelings of regret about our past actions 
can direct us into an improved way of behav-
ing and treating others as well as ourselves. 
Regretting a harsh statement can cause us to 
choose our words more carefully in the future. 
Our regrets engender a sense of empathy and 
allow us to place ourselves in the other per-
son’s shoes, imagining how our actions might 
impact others.

 Without regret, we would continue placing 
ourselves in potentially harmful or dangerous 
situations without realizing that we should be 

making changes. For example, when I eat an 
entire $3.99 bag of potato chips in one sitting, 
my stomach hurts and I regret that decision. As 
a result of that regret, I decide I am not going to 
engage in that behavior again. Of course, after 
a sufficient amount of time has passed (and 
my feelings of regret have subsided), I might 
buy more potato chips. But this time, instead of 
eating the entire bag, I eat only half. 

Even if regret does not entirely eliminate 
particular behaviors, it can at least help us 
reduce the potential for harm. Regret lingers 
as a reminder to make sure that the lessons we 
learn are not forgotten.

 When does regret become too much of a 
bad thing? Remaining in a space of continual 
regret by mentally replaying our past failings 
can contribute to feelings of guilt, shame, and 
depression. If the experience and intensity of 
regret is so great that it begins to negatively 
impact the way we see ourselves or the world, 
then speaking with a counselor or therapist 
might be a good way to make sense of the regret 
and find ways to create a more positive frame 
of mind.

S M A R T  H E A LT H

By DARYL SHORTER MD
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 It is unrealistic to suggest that living a life 
without regret is possible. As much as we may 
try to avoid feelings of regret, there will be 
times when we hurt someone else’s feelings, 
make a mistake in a relationship, or stay too 
long in a situation that is not serving us. And 
when that happens, regret actually becomes 
useful. It is regret that serves as a reminder to 
not make the same mistakes over and over. 

Regret as a Call to Action
Perhaps a better way of understanding the 
phrase “No regrets” is to think of it as a 
reminder to not allow anxiety and fear to 
dominate your journey. Regret can serve as a 
welcome challenge to do the things that scare 
you. We sometimes miss out on things that 
are rewarding because we allow our fears to 
prevent us from taking action. Perhaps there 
is an area in your life where you are holding 
back. Are you setting yourself up to experience 
regret?

Is there something you can do today to rec-
tify a situation that makes you feel regretful? 
If so, you are using regret in a positive way to 
spark a move toward closure or to heal a dam-
aged relationship.

Regret is the feeling that lets us know when 
we are not happy with our own behavior. Per-
haps that’s the hardest part about experiencing 
regret. As we force ourselves to look at where 
we have behaved regretfully, we don’t always 
like what we see. 

But remember that seeing who we were 
does not mean we must always be that way. 
The experience of regret is what helps us make 
and sustain these types of changes.

So the next time you find yourself wallow-
ing in a sea of regrets, allow the life preservers 
of change and new possibilities to envelop 
you. If having excessive feelings of regret is a 
challenge, ask yourself what you’ve learned 
from those experiences, and what you can do 
differently in the future. And if you wish to 
avoid experiencing regret in the future, are 
there places in your life where fear and anxiety 
is impeding your progress?

What’s your biggest regret?  Or better yet, 
what are you gonna do about it?

Daryl Shorter, MD, is a Diplomate of the 
American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology 
and is board certifi ed in both general and 
addiction psychiatry. His clinical practice 
focuses on veteran care, and he lectures widely 
on LGBTQ mental health. Dr. Shorter can be 
reached at dr.darylshorter@gmail.com.

3410 N Shepherd Dr. 
 Houston, TX. 77018

50% Off 1 item. 
1 Coupon per Customer

• Private Boarding

• Doggie Daycare

• Grooming

• Pet Products

• Training
713-426-6888

info@mutthouse.com
www.MuttHouse.com  

GREENWOOD KING
PROPERTIES

DEBBIE
LEVINE
KNOWS 

HOUSTON
713.870.4645

Top Producer 2002 - 2021

http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
http:// www.mutthouse.com
mailto:dr.darylshorter@gmail.com
mailto:info@mutthouse.com


22   JULY 2022  |  OutSmartMagazine.com

If someone asked you what 
your largest asset is, you 
might reply that it is your 
home or the balance in your 
retirement savings account. 
But for many people, their 

most valuable “asset” is their Social Security 
retirement-income benefits. I say this because 
when we look at the income that Social Se-
curity will generate, it’s important to realize 
what the equivalent asset base would have to 
be in order to generate the same kind of income 
that Social Security would pay.

Additionally, marital status is important 
when it comes to collecting Social Security 
benefits. One reason for this is because a mar-
ried couple can strategize to possibly get more 
total income.

With that in mind, knowing what you are 
eligible for—as well as how to maximize these 
benefits from Social Security—can be a crucial 
component of your overall retirement-income 
planning.

 
How Much Will You Receive?
According to the Social Security Adminis-
tration, an average wage earner replaces ap-

Social Security for
Same-Sex Couples

Navigating the benefits that you
may (or may not) qualify for.

proximately 40 percent of their pre-retirement 
earnings with Social Security retirement 
income. So it is important to understand what 
you’re eligible for, and how it may coordinate 
with other future income sources that you and/
or your spouse or partner may have.

As an example, if you generate an average 
of $2,000 per month from Social Security, and 
you collect these benefits for 20 years, the total 
received would equal $480,000! If your spouse 
or partner also generates that much, this “as-
set” alone could be worth just shy of $1 million 
in lifetime income. That is why Social Security 
is usually your largest asset.

When you compare this to using a strategy 
of drawing income from an investment portfo-
lio, there are no guarantees and stock-market 
volatility adds additional risk.

 
When Should I Start Receiving Benefits?
If you’re qualified to receive Social Security re-
tirement benefits, you can file for them as early 
as age 62. But if you start to collect before your 
“full retirement age” of 65, 66, or 67 (depending 
on when you were born), the dollar amount of 
your monthly benefit will be reduced for the 
remainder of your life. 

While it may make sense to file for Social 
Security early, it is important to first do the 
math so that you know just how much it could 
“cost” you. In this case, if your full retirement 
age is 66 and you file for Social Security at 
age 62, your benefit would be reduced by 25 
percent.

Conversely, if you wait to file for Social Se-
curity until after your full retirement age, you 
can increase the dollar amount of your monthly 
benefit. In this case, the “delayed retirement 
credit” raises benefits by approximately 8 
percent for every year that you hold off filing 
until age 70.

For instance, if your full retirement age is 
66, and claiming benefits at that time would 
bring you $2,000 per month, you could wait 
until age 67 to file, and the amount would be 
raised by 8 percent to $2,160. And this doesn’t 
even include the annual cost-of-living adjust-
ment from Social Security that you receive 
each year to help this income keep pace with 
inflation.
 
Spousal, Ex-Spouse, and 
Widow(er) Benefits
Spouses of eligible Social Security recipients 
may also be eligible for benefits even if they 
have never worked. So if you and your partner 
are married, it may be possible for you both 
to generate income from this source. This is 
an avenue that was not possible for same-sex 
couples until the overturning of the Defense of 
Marriage Act in 2015.

Depending on your particular situation, 
it may be possible to collect Social Security 
benefits based on an ex-spouse’s work record 
and/or as a “surviving spouse.” For instance, if 
your marriage lasted 10 years or longer and you 
are divorced, you could receive Social Security 
benefits—even if your ex is remarried—if you 
are age 62 or older, not currently married, your 
ex is eligible for Social Security benefits (even 
if they have not yet filed for them), and their 
benefit is larger than your own would be.

Survivor’s benefits are another component 
of Social Security. These are paid to widows, 
widowers, and dependents of eligible Social 
Security recipients. Continued income for a 
surviving spouse is an extremely important 
part of your overall retirement plan, as some 
(or possibly even all) income sources may stop 
when one spouse or partner passes away. This 
could leave the survivor in a difficult financial 
situation.

As a surviving spouse, you may be eligible 
for these benefits if:

•	 You were married for at least 9 months 
and living together at the time of death;

•	 You are age 60 or older (or age 50 or 
older and disabled);

By GRACE YUNG, CFP

M O N E Y  S M A R T
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•	 You are any age and caring for your 
deceased spouse’s child who is under 
age 16 or has a disability and is receiv-
ing benefits;

•	 You are divorced from your deceased 
spouse (under certain circumstances).

Yet, even though Social Security now 
recognizes same-sex married couples in all US 
states for benefits-qualification purposes—as 
well as some civil unions and domestic part-
nerships—those benefits could disappear if 
marriage equality is repealed in the future.

For this reason, it is a good idea to have 
other retirement income sources in place. 
Working with a financial-planning profes-
sional can be helpful in determining additional 
income generators, as well as how much you 
may receive from them.

 
Maximizing Social Security Income
There are several potential strategies that 
allow you to maximize your Social Security 
retirement benefits. In addition to taking 
advantage of the 8 percent yearly benefits 
increase when you delay receiving Social 
Security, married couples could start receiving 
one spouse’s Social Security while delaying 
the other’s benefit to capture the 8 percent 
delayed-income credit. Given today’s interest-
rate environment and the potential for losses 
in the market, a guaranteed 8 percent annual 
increase can be very attractive.

 
Will Your Future Income Be Enough?
When making decisions about retirement 
income, it is necessary to consider the cur-
rent facts. And because everyone’s objec-
tives, time frame, risk tolerance, and family 
situation will differ, there is no such thing 
as a one-size-fits-all strategy. There are 
also many items that are out of your control, 
such as the possibility of same-sex spousal 
benefits from Social Security being repealed 
in the future.

This is why it is recommended that you 
work with a financial-planning professional 
before making any type of commitment to a 
retirement-income plan. Planning profes-
sionals who are well-versed in the issues of 
the LGBTQ community can be even more 
beneficial, as they are more familiar with 
specific financial issues that you may face 
both now and in the future.   

Grace S. Yung, CFP® | Managing Director 
of Midtown Financial Group, LLC.
Securities and advisory services offered 
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L E F T  O U T

By SUSAN BANKSTON

N
ow that July is here and we are 
all displaying as much skin as 
possible (because it’s hot enough 
to make hell look like an ice skat-
ing rink), it’s time to consider my 
little summer fashion secret: If 
you can’t hide it, decorate it.

If you can’t hang an ornament on it or claim 
that it’s an official world record, then get it 
tattooed. (Warning: this is a decision that lasts 
a lifetime. Think of all the old people you know 
who still have Milli Vanilli tattoos from 1990.)

But here’s the important part: you gotta 
choose your tattoo artists carefully. I’ve gone 
ahead and compiled this list to help you find 
the perfect tattoo shop.

How to Know It’s Time to Find 
a Better Tattoo Artist

•	 The flash tattoos hanging on the shop 
wall look suspiciously like pages from 
a SpongeBob SquarePants coloring 
book. 

•	 He doesn’t believe in coloring within 
the lines.

•	 You and she disagree about what the 
color blue looks like.

•	 You ask how he sterilizes the machines 
and he points at some kind of bucket. 

•	 You ask if she can give you a lobster 
tattoo and she refuses because she’s 
allergic to shellfish.

•	 His most recent award: 2nd-grade 
spelling bee finalist.

•	 You request a tramp stamp and she 
asks if you want the 42-cent kind or the 
new Forever stamp.

•	 You request a PRIDE tattoo but 
end up with PRUDE emblazoned 
across your chest.

•	 The name of the shop is 
Tattooz & Tirez.

Tattoos & Turkeys
Choose your tattoo artist—and the name of your country—carefully. 

You may have heard that Turkey 
(the country) has changed its name. 
The reason, according to a press 

release, is that Turkish officials object to 
Google search results that always display the 
large bird whenever someone enters the word 
Turkey.

I can understand that. When my friend 
Dick googles his own name down at the 
library, a stern-looking woman comes over to 
his computer and whispers through 
clenched teeth, “That is not allowed in a public 
library, sir.”

Turkey’s new name is Türkiye. It is pro-
nounced tur-key-yea. I’m serious. 

Here’s the other official explanation given 
by Türkiye officials: “One of the definitions 
of turkey was something that fails badly, or a 
stupid or silly person.” Well see, in Texas that 
wouldn’t be a problem since we have other 
names for such people. Greg Abbott and Ted 
Cruz come immediately to mind.

Remember when Republican Minor-
ity Leader Kevin McCarthy got 
himself all worked up in a fit of righ-

teousness and declared that Donald Trump 
was personally responsible for the January 

6 attack on the Capitol? Then Donald Trump 
called McCarthy a poopie-face (or something 
like that), so now McCarthy has clarified who 
he actually thinks was responsible for ran-
sacking the Capitol: “I think everyone in the 
country was responsible.”

Oh, really? Let me just remind Congress-
varmint McCarthy that it wasn’t me. I wasn’t 
even there, and the only reason I even saw 
it was because Aunt Erleen called me up 
and hollered, “Honey, go turn on the teevee. 
Republicans are getting ass-nekkid and wear-
ing feathers and fur and shit. And that’s the 
men—the same ones who complain about drag 
queens! The nerve!”

So that’s all I had to do with it, Congress-
varmint Kevin. I am not responsible for any 
of that sedition stuff, beyond being stone-cold 
mortified about the whole thing.  

Until next month, I’ve come up with a new 
trick for surviving this Texas summer heat. 
All ya do about it, Honey, is put a straw in your 
wine bottle so you can suck it up.  

Susan Bankston lives in Richmond, Texas, 
where she writes about her hairdresser at The 
World’s Most Dangerous Beauty Salon, Inc.,  
at juanitajean.com.
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On June 4, 2022, YellowKorner hosted the Montrose 
Center Pride Kickoff Benefit at River Oaks District. 
Pictured are Omar Contreras, Rossana Robledo, 
Raphael Dos Santos, Mickey Ochoa, Fernando Maria 
Solis, Ren LaValley, and Armando Ortiz.

On June 12, 2022, the Greater Houston LGBT Chamber 
and the Houston Dash celebrated Pride Night while 
taking on the Portland Thorns. Pictured are Meredith 
Meade, Britt Perez, Jack Berger, Nathan Maxey, 
Shenice Brown, David Perez, Thomas Lopez, and 
Tammi Wallace.

ROADwomen celebrated its 25th anniversary at Bar-M-
Barbecue on June 4, 2022. Pictured are Dulce Toledo, 
Kat Clemons, Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee, 
Carli Mosier, Dalia Stokes, Robin Fulford, Martha 
Huebel, Mary Anne Friedrich, and Rufi Natarajan.

On June 5, 2022, Pride Houston 365 held its Pride 
Market at Karbach Brewing Company. Pictured are 
Kendra Walker, Kristina Fortunato, and Thasia 
Madison.

OUT Professionals launched its OutPro Lounge 
Houston at ReBar on June 9, 2022. Pictured are Jacques 
Bourgeois, Major Sylvester Turner, Charlie Conard, 
and Pete Beausoleil.

On June 10, 2020, the Greater Houston LGBT Chamber 
visited with Congresswoman Lizzie Fletcher at Michael’s 
Cookie Jar. Pictured are Thomas Lopez, Kristi 
Marchand, Tiffany Tosh, Judge Jerry Simoneaux, 
Tammi Wallace, Jack Berger, Congresswoman Lizzie 
Fletcher, and Michael Savino.

On June 18, 2020, Pride Chorus Houston presented its 
Pride concert at Emery Wiener School. Pictured are 
Artistic Director Matt Jones (r) and chorus members.

On June 4, 2022, The Stella Link Seville Mr. & Miss Gay 
Pride Houston 2022 Pageant was held at JR’S Bar & Grill. 
Pictured are Heidi T. Iman and Shawn Michaels.

Legacy Community Health held its 2022 Mint Julep 
kickoff party at the home of Richard Werner and Tony 
Bravo on June 12, 2022. Pictured are Dr. Bobby Hilliard, 
Greg Gown, Chree Boydstun, Tony Bravo, Richard 
Werner, Cyndy Garza Roberts, Thomas Roberts, Ray 
Purser, and Ed Finger.

S C E N E  O U T

Photos by
 DALTON DEHART AND CREW

The Alley Theatre hosted ActOUT at the Alley prior to 
their production of Noir on June 16, 2022. Pictured are 
Stacey Eckert, Patrick Godal, Rachel Applegate, John 
Munn, Lauren Pelletier, Derek Moore, Tina Berry, 
Jason Clayden, and Brian Dupnick.

The Greater Houston LGBT Chamber presented Pride in 
Business 2022 at the Downtown Aquarium on June 22, 
2022. Pictured are Chamber president & CEO Tammi 
Wallace (r) with the award recipients.

On June 16, 2022, Pride Houston 365 held their official 
grand marshals reception at Avant Garden. Pictured are 
former and current grand marshals.
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BIKTARVY may cause serious side e�ects, including: 
  Those in the “Most Important Information About 

BIKTARVY” section.
  Changes in your immune system. Your immune 

system may get stronger and begin to fight infections 
that may have been hidden in your body. Tell your 
healthcare provider if you have any new symptoms 
after you start taking BIKTARVY.

  Kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your 
healthcare provider should do blood and urine tests to 
check your kidneys. If you develop new or worse kidney 
problems, they may tell you to stop taking BIKTARVY.

  Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), 
which is a serious but rare medical emergency that can 
lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider right away 
if you get these symptoms: weakness or being more tired 
than usual, unusual muscle pain, being short of breath or 
fast breathing, stomach pain with nausea and vomiting, 
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Inclusivity on 
the Island

Todd MacKenzie’s
piano bar welcomes all.

By CONNOR BEHRENS

W
hile many may consider 
23rd Street Station to be a 
gay piano bar, owner Todd 
MacKenzie sees it more as a 
safe space for people from all 
walks of life.

“I want everyone to feel 
welcomed, feel respected, feel appreciated, and 
feel safe when they step into the bar,” he says. 
“I don’t care who you are, what race you are, 
what religion you are, what you do for a living, 
how much money you have or don’t have. I want 
you to come in and escape the world.” 

This Galveston bar, which features piano 
sing-alongs and other live entertainment, has 
been MacKenzie’s passion project for the last 
few years. He owns the bar with his lifelong 
partner, Tom, and has been interested in op-
erating bars ever since he moved to the Island 
in 2003. 
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comedy nights when local comedians come 
in. It’s probably 90 percent piano music, but 
between all the other options there’s always 
something for everyone.”

And because music can bring people from 
all walks of life together, MacKenzie has 
made a conscious effort to create an inclusive 
environment that caters to groups beyond the 
gay community.

“I really didn’t want to label any bar I 
owned as a gay bar,” he says. “While it is 
certainly gay-friendly, everybody is welcomed. 
I want everyone to stop by and feel included—
tourists, locals, anyone. To me, that’s what a 
bar is all about.” 

After opening several bars on the Island, 
MacKenzie was taken aback by the camarade-
rie of the Galveston bar community. 

“Because the Island is very small, every-
body knows everybody,” he explains. “There 
are a lot of bars on the Island, and almost 
every bar owner knows every other bar owner. 
The community has been great. We really try 
to give back to the community all the time. We 
are very good sponsors of organizations such 
as Access Care of Coastal Texas. We do all 
kinds of fundraising.

“Both bars that we own cater to locals. 
While I love people from out of town, in 
order to survive on this Island you have 
to really be a part of the local community. 
That’s the great thing about Galveston busi-
nesses: each neighborhood on the Island has 
its own vibe.” 

Going forward, MacKenzie plans to 
reopen Lucky Lounge near the Seawall 
later this summer. (He was forced to close 
the popular establishment after 17 years 
because he lost his lease.) While the new bar 
won’t offer piano music, it will provide pa-
trons with the same welcoming atmosphere 
as 23rd Street. 

“Any business that I own, I want it to be 
viewed as welcoming,” he says. “That’s what 
bars are all about, in my mind. There are so 
many bars on the Island that offer so many 
different types of atmosphere, so I want 
people who choose my businesses to feel that 
it was worth every penny. I hope they feel ap-
preciated and remember the good time they 
had—and come back!” 

For more on 23rd Street Station, go to 
23rdstreetstation.com.

After opening several bars, including the 
popular Lucky Lounge, MacKenzie jumped at 
the chance to take over the 23rd Street venue 
more than four years ago. “Tom and I went 
over and looked at it,” he recalls. “While we 
loved the bar itself, we [wanted to add live] 
piano music. We are in our late 60s and we like 
that kind of entertainment, so we decided to 
turn it into a piano bar. In the last few years, 
we’ve made it into what it is today.”

MacKenzie also wanted to create a casual, 
easygoing mood for his guests by adding 
speakers and TV monitors to the outside patio. 

“We cater to everybody because everyone 
likes good entertainment,” he says. “It’s live 
music, and 23rd Street has been really blessed 
in that regard. We probably have 30 to 50 dif-
ferent performers over 12 months. They are 
so talented, and we feel so grateful that they 
come to our bar. It’s a very intimate space to 
work. There’s probably about 75 or so seats in 
our main bar area. The performers truly love 
how intimate the bar feels.”

The bar doesn’t open its doors to just 
pianists, however. “We have a jazz trio, a 
violinist, we do dueling pianos, and we’ve had 
a saxophone,” MacKenzie notes. “We also have 
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S
omewhere off the coast of Galves-
ton, out in the Gulf of Mexico, 
there is a whole new world wait-
ing for you under the sea. Just a 
short boat ride will take you out 
to a place with 100-foot visibility 
underwater. There you will find 
brightly colored Caribbean fish, 

sea turtles, manta rays and, very likely, the 
owner of Texas Scuba Adventures, Kristen 
Maples.

Maples, 42, has co-owned and operated 
Texas Scuba Adventures with business part-
ner Craig Shannon since they opened their 
Galveston shop in 2019. Maples, who identifies 
as lesbian, is not a native to Galveston but got 
there as soon as she could after living all over 
the world—both above and below the ocean’s 
surface.

“I am from all over the place! I’ve lived in 
Houston, Austin, Australia, North Carolina, 
New Orleans, Albuquerque, and along the 
Oregon coast. Each place has a unique meaning 
to me. However, I moved to Galveston in 2004 
and it has been a place that I definitely refer 
to as home. I have always loved the water, ever 
since flipping through my first Jacques Cous-
teau book at around 5 or 6. Galveston gives me 
a home near the water within a beautiful com-
munity,” she says.

Maples received her first diving certifica-
tion at the age of 14. From there, she was in the 
water every chance she got. 

“As I spent more and more time in the wa-
ter, diving started to pique my curiosity even 
more, and I started wondering about taking 
additional certification courses,” she explains. 

Dive into the Gulf 
Kristen Maples’ scuba shop creates unique underwater experiences.

By RYAN M. LEACH

“After that, I worked as a fishery biologist for 
years. I completed monitoring dives along the 
Oregon coast, the Colorado River, and worked 
in a large shark exhibit in an aquarium. It was 
during this career that I started seeing the 
value of experiential education, and this led me 
to pursue my dive-instructor certification.” 

Prior to opening Texas Scuba Adventures, 
Maples and Shannon worked together for five 
years focusing on private scuba instruction 
and a dive/science program that they devel-
oped for Space Center Houston and other local 
schools. Then one day, while enjoying some 
adult beverages, the two thought it would be a 
great idea to open up their own school on the 
Island.

“We both share a love for Gulf diving, shar-
ing our passion with others, and teaching. We 
realized the Island was missing a dive shop. 
We decided to start looking for a storefront, 
and two months later we were opening our 
doors. The shop has grown exponentially, and 
we could not be happier. We have a fantastic 
team! We teach all levels of scuba certification, 
offer retail, rentals, equipment servicing, char-
ters, international trips and, of course, still 
focus on our dive/science program for youth,” 
says Maples.

Teaching others brings her an enormous 
amount of joy, and is one of her favorite things 
about diving. She says there is nothing better 
than seeing the excitement on someone’s face 
after they have tried diving. 

Another favorite thing about diving for 
Maples is being able to do it alongside her wife, 
Lauren, 32.

“She is a professional diver as well. Just 
to brag on her, she dives for NASA’s Neutral 

Buoyancy Laboratory, and if we aren’t diving 
for work then we are traveling and diving. We 
have made some amazing memories, all due to 
places we have [visited in order] to get under-
water,” says Maples. 

Texas Scuba Adventures trains divers of 
all skill levels, and has some advice for begin-
ners who may be nervous about going below 
the surface. “Every diver you meet, including 
your instructor, was new and nervous at one 
point in their dive journey. Talk to us, and I can 
guarantee we can tell you a funny story about 
something we were nervous about. Diving isn’t 
instantly natural, but certification classes 
teach you how to dive safely, which helps calm 
the nerves over time. You learn how to take 
care of yourself and a buddy underwater.”

Maples says that she and the team at Texas 
Scuba Adventures are always there to help 
acclimate and encourage new divers. They also 
host group dives like this month’s Women’s 
Dive Day on July 16. For folks who have already 
gotten their feet wet, they host international 
trips and dive with the attendees.

“The more bubbles you blow, the more com-
fortable you will be. We aren’t just here for the 
class, we are a constant contact for anyone who 
wants to reach out,” says Maples. “It’s never 
too late or too early to try diving. We have cer-
tified divers from as young as 10 to as young as 
87! We’re happy to answer questions, provide 
more info, and help with anything you need.”

What: Texas Scuba Adventures, 
             2315 Mechanic Street in  
             downtown Galveston
Info: 409-363-9641 or
           texasscubaadventures.com

Texas Scuba Adventures takes divers exploring off of the coast of Galveston.
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A devotion to service, commu-
nity support, and being a source 
of visibility for the Black queer 
community has created several 

professional and personal milestones and 
opportunities for Steven J. Baines. Today, the 
56-year-old image consultant, trainer, and 
executive coach serves as an advocate and 
resource at the University of Texas Medical 
Branch (UTMB) in Galveston. With an already 
stacked calendar of events, Baines still keeps 
an eye out for the next opportunity to show up 
and show out on the Island.  

“My role at UTMB is senior consultant in 
talent and organizational development, which 
is a part of human resources,” Baines explains. 
“My core function is leadership development. I 
help train and develop leaders and their teams 
throughout the organization. That can look 
like facilitating courses, doing personality as-
sessments, coaching executives, and being an 
advisor to a lot of the leaders.” 

Having obtained an undergraduate degree 
in communications with a minor in marketing 
from Xavier University in Cincinnati, Baines 
went on to earn his master’s degree in inter-
cultural and international management with 
a concentration in human resources from the 
School for International Training in Vermont. 

The community leader notes that his 
service projects have landed him some of his 
most valuable opportunities. “A lot of things 
have happened for me thanks to volunteering, 
which is very important to me,” he stresses. “I 
attribute my development to volunteering and 
networking and relationship building, and my 
ability to build relationships and volunteer in 
various ways. 

Commanding 
the Coast 

Steven J. Baines is an asset
to his local community.

By ZACH McKENZIE

PH
O

TO
G

R
AP

H
Y 

BY
 A

LE
X 

R
O

SA
 F

O
R

 O
U

TS
M

AR
T

http:// outsmartmagazine.com 


      OutSmartMagazine.com  |  JULY 2022  35

People are the cornerstone of all of those 
things. 

“A lot of this started when I was in the 
Peace Corps in Bolivia,” Baines recalls. “From 
there, I went to grad school and then to Malawi 
for three years. While I was in Southern 
Africa, I worked for Catholic Relief Services as 
a program manager for an HIV/AIDS program 
we had there.” 

After returning back home, Baines met 
Dr. Ian Barrett at a black-tie gala. “Ian was an 
associate vice president for Cincinnati Chil-
dren’s Medical Center, and he also happened to 
be Black and gay. We became fast friends, and 
I told him about this job I applied for in Diver-
sity, Equity & Inclusion (DEI) training. He said 
he had a job opening at his hospital, so I applied 
and got the job.”

After Dr. Barrett was recruited to UTMB, 
he worked tirelessly to convince Baines to join 
him down on the Island, and was eventually 
successful in his efforts. “I’ve been in Galves-
ton seven-and-a-half years; I moved here in 
January of 2015,” Baines notes. He hit the 
ground running, and his devotion to service 
landed him on the UTMB President’s Cabinet. 
“I am currently a member of the Selections 
Committee. We give money to programs that 
wouldn’t otherwise get funding, and I play a 
role in choosing those programs.” 

visit. Drag Queen Story Time is just one way 
that we do that. 

“We’ve heard people refer to the Market 
as their church. We have vendors of all races, 
ages, and cultural backgrounds. We have music 
every Sunday and a variety of artists that play 
for the crowd.” The Access Coastal Care of 
Texas, one of the Market’s rotating community 
partners, even offers free HIV and syphilis 
testing to the community. “We always try to of-
fer things that show the market is an inclusive 
place to be.”

Having served on various other com-
mittees and boards, including Leadership 
Galveston and ANICO Toastmasters, Baines is 
committed to making the world a little better 
for everyone. He operates on the principle that 
everyone has something to offer their com-
munity. 

“I believe wherever you live, everybody can 
add something. I want to make Galveston the 
best version of a welcoming and inclusive place 
for everyone,” he concludes. “Representation 
matters. I don’t want to be the only Black guy 
in the room. I want others to see me and realize 
they can do anything they set their minds to, 
as well.”

Follow Steven J. Baines 
at stevenjbaines.com

An award-winning kitchen located near Montrose Blvd 

Design with you. 
Build for you.

greymarkconstruction.com     713-722-7226
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“I BELIEVE WHEREVER 
YOU LIVE, EVERYBODY 
CAN ADD SOMETHING. 

I WANT TO MAKE 
GALVESTON THE 

BEST VERSION OF 
A WELCOMING AND 
INCLUSIVE PLACE
FOR EVERYONE.”

—Steven J. Baines

Outside of work and volunteering, Baines 
became a fixture at Galveston’s Own Farmers 
Market. He was soon brought on to serve as a 
volunteer and was eventually persuaded to join 
their board of directors. “I was told it was only 
a couple of hours every month, and I agreed 
because I could handle that scope of work,” 
he says with a hint of foreshadowing. “I was 
ultimately elected president.” 

At the farmers market, Baines and his team 
foster a sense of community and inclusion. 
“We want everyone to feel welcome when they 
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WW
hen queer people name 
the places where they’ve 
felt a sense of acceptance, 
belonging, and healing, 
“church” is typically at the 
bottom of the list—if it even 
makes the cut. 

But for Ezra Bordelon, a 
transmasculine nonbinary musician, Galves-
ton Central Church has become his spiritual 
oasis. Bordelon serves as the church’s musician 
and worship leader, and he describes that faith 
community as a glimpse into the kingdom of 
heaven. 

The soft-spoken church leader recalls his 
childhood days in the church as a positive 
experience. “My parents are very sweet, and 
protected me for a long time from the nasty 
church politics they were dealing with as 
adults,” he explains. His parents discovered 
he was queer when his mom found a video 

Sounds of the Seaside
Ezra Bordelon leads worship at an LGBTQ-affirming church on the Island.

By ZACH McKENZIE

recording of a song he posted online. “In that 
post I mentioned being gender fluid, which was 
my label in high school. She was really hurt 
for a minute, wondering why I wouldn’t trust 
her and my dad with this. I told her she had 
to understand that I was scared to tell them 
[because of their Christian faith].”

Fear may have kept Bordelon from living 
authentically, with the impact of a church 
upbringing still lingering as he discovered who 
he was. “When I was a teenager, I felt a lot of 
that old fear while I was slowly coming out to 
people and getting mixed reactions, because 
a lot of people I know are from churches,” he 
recalls. “I didn’t figure out I was queer until I 
was an adult, but the church stuff sticks with 
you as you become an adult. I wrestled with 
my identity, but I never believed it was wrong, 
I just wasn’t sure how the people I cared about 
would feel.” 

Music served as a creative outlet for 

Bordelon from an early age. “I started learning 
guitar when I was six, through one of the young 
adults at my church in Seabrook. I picked up 
piano somewhere along the way and played a 
lot in the church I grew up in. I’ve always had a 
lot of opportunities to play and get experience 
through church gigs.” 

After conquering his intense stage fright 
at the age of 13, he went on to earn an associate 
degree in music at San Jacinto College. “I was 
nervous about singing as a kid, but I’ve been 
singing for a while. I have some classical train-
ing through my degree.” 

Today, churchgoers at Galveston Central 
are treated to Bordelon’s musical and leader-
ship gifts. “For almost five years I have been 
the worship leader in charge of music. I sing, 
play guitar or piano, and coordinate my little 
band of volunteers who play different instru-
ments. We have a contemporary service with-
out a traditional organ or songs.”
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Galveston Central’s entire pastoral team, 
now headed by Rev. Michael Gienger, has been 
a blessing for Bordelon. “I feel incredibly lucky 
to have this place. I got the job when I was 21 
and still figuring things out. I wasn’t super out 
to people. I was presenting as super hyper-fem-
inine and not sure what I wanted,” he recalls. 
“I came out while I was working here. I told 
the staff and my pastor first, and soon after we 
started a small group specifically for LGBTQ 
people. I was in charge of that group for a while, 
and I still attend today.” 

Bordelon now leads an LGBTQ youth group 

church story, top of middle column replace 
quote: “Our youth director is also out, and we 
started the group together. Someone asked 
my pastor how we were qualified, and rather 
than saying ‘They’re very gay!’ he asked us if 
we could tell people our qualifications as queer 
persons. The fact that they asked us was so 
affirming.”

Galveston Central is indeed a haven where 
Bordelon and other church members have been 
affirmed in their identity and faith practice. 
“It’s been a long process figuring out who I 
want to be and how I want to present myself 

and my pronouns. I remember asking people 
to use they/them pronouns about three years 
ago, and they agreed and tried really hard. This 
church is a little bubble of affirmation within 
the United Methodist Church where I feel 
incredibly affirmed and welcomed.”

Galveston Central is part of the United 
Methodist Church’s LGBTQ-affirming Rec-
onciling Ministries Network—local churches 
that commit to an open-door policy to people 
of all sexual identities. While many churches 
are not the most welcoming places for queer 
people, Bordelon says there’s always a seat 
for members of the LGBTQ community at his 
church. 

“I think many churches have done an 
incredible amount of damage for a million 
different reasons, and not just to our queer 
community. [I would say to queer people spe-
cifically that] we see you, you can be Christian 
and have faith, and nobody should be able to 
take that away from you. I’m really sorry that 
[so many people] have been hurt, but if they 
ever want to come to Galveston, they are abso-
lutely welcome at Galveston Central!”

For more information, visit 
galvestoncentralchurch.com.
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“WE USE OUR 
CREATIVITY AND 

PASSION FOR 
REAL ESTATE 

AND INTERIOR 
DESIGN TO ADD 

TRUE VALUE AND 
CREATE BEAUTIFUL 

SPACES ON A 
REGULAR BASIS.”

—Luis Santiago

Mitchell Bage (l) 
and Luis Santiago
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Coastal Creativity
Mitchell Bage and Luis Santiago blend their design

and real-estate passions to beautify the Island.
By JENNY BLOCK

GG
rowing up, Mitchell Bage, 40, had 
dreams of being an architect—a path 
he likely would have followed had he 
not launched a successful career as an 
analyst for a NASA aerospace-con-

sulting firm when he was just 17 years old. 
The Sante Fe, Texas, native decided to 

skip college and begin an internship that went 
full-time the following year. At that point, his 
true passions—art, architecture, and interior 
design—ended up on the back burner. 

His husband, Luis Santiago, 39, dreamed of 
working in a museum or art gallery, as he loved 
history and the humanities. Born and raised 
in Ponce, Puerto Rico, he ended up earning a 
degree in chemical engineering from the Uni-
versity of Puerto Rico and working in a variety 
of oil and gas roles beginning in the mid-2000s. 

But all of that is behind them now. 
After meeting in 2013 and marrying in 

2016, the Galveston couple’s new life and love 
is Maison de Campagne (MDC), their design 
and real-estate business on the Island. 

“Mitchell has an innate talent and incred-
ible taste, and throughout most of his adult life 
(and throughout our relationship) he’s been 
involved in assisting colleagues, friends, and 
family in achieving their dreams of living in 
stunning homes,” Santiago says. 

In the summer of 2018, the couple stumbled 
upon the home-staging industry and imme-
diately knew it was something they would 

be great at doing. “I knew that I could use my 
business mindset and Mitchell’s talent to 
create a business that would truly allow us to 
flourish. We use our creativity and passion for 
real estate and interior design to add true value 
and create beautiful spaces on a regular basis,” 
Santiago continues.

MDC was specifically inspired by the 
couple’s passion for the French countryside 
aesthetic, “a mix of rustic elements and refined 
details that result in a show-stopping, simple, 
and elegant home. We pride ourselves on the 
ability to merge a more traditional style with 
a modern look by layering a mix of materials 
onto a classic foundation,” Santiago explains. 
“It truly brings us so much joy to be able to 
explore our creativity, show our talent and pas-
sions, and express ourselves in ways that we 
had never done before.”

The greatest thing about interior design, 
the couple says, is that there are truly no 
“rules” that must always be followed. “[An 
interior space] is a form of art. Therefore, it 
should create an emotion for the ones dwelling 
within it.”

Bage, as the co-owner and creative direc-
tor, is the lead designer and face of the com-
pany. “He interacts directly with our clients 
and helps curate their spaces. He also plans 
and executes every single staging job so that 
each one is unique and has the most impact,” 
Santiago says. 

As co-owner and managing director, San-
tiago handles finances, logistics planning, and 
marketing strategies. “Not to mention keeping 
our client database and company policies, con-
tracts, and procedures up to date so that our 
operations keep running smoothly,” he adds.  

Of course, getting Maison de Campagne to 
where it is now has been anything but an easy 
ride. Both Santiago and Bage were on entirely 
different career paths when they began their 
journey together. “[It’s very difficult to] create 
something that’s entirely ours and fully depen-
dent on our blood, sweat and tears—and I mean 
that literally. We had steady, high-paying jobs 
and lived a comfortable life, so starting our 
own business, and the uncertainty behind that, 
was not an easy decision to make. There was 
much to lose if we had failed,” Santiago says. 

Starting a new business comes with a steep 
learning curve, and most business found-
ers experience their share of ups and downs, 
Santiago notes. “In the beginning, we both 
maintained full-time jobs and took on clients 
and projects during the evenings and on week-
ends, so there was quite a bit of sacrificing of 
our personal time and time with family. But 
everything worth having requires some sort of 
sacrifice, and we pushed through it.”

The couple admits that the experience took 
a toll on their relationship. “But we both knew 
that this was something special, and so much 
more rewarding than typical day jobs. As we 
got busier, Mitchell was able to leave his ana-
lyst work and focus on our company full-time, 
while I balanced both of my jobs a little longer,” 
Santiago says. “2020 was very challenging (for 
the obvious reasons), but at the same time [the 
pandemic] helped put things into perspective 
even more and solidified our resolve to push 
forward and stay on our chosen path.”

As for the future, their plan has always 
been to get more involved in philanthropy, and 
especially in LGBTQ initiatives, as Maison de 
Campagne becomes more successful. “We have 
just joined our local Chamber of Commerce 
and plan to focus more on networking, educa-
tion, and being part of our community,” Santi-
ago says. “We support our LGBTQ community 
in the arts, and work with other LGBTQ-
owned businesses and business owners on the 
Island. We look forward to doing more as our 
business becomes more established.” 

Queer causes are especially important to 
the couple because both come from very con-
servative backgrounds and were late to come 
out, Santiago emphasizes. “So it is important 
to us to be visible and proud of our accomplish-
ments, and use our voice and platform to sup-
port the LGBTQ+ community.”

For more on Maison de Campagne,
visit mdcfineliving.com.

One of Maison 
de Campagne’s 
interior projects 
for a Galveston 
beachfront home.PH
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EE
ighteen years ago, chef Lena Pyles 
and her former partner Victoria 
Newsome came to Galveston for 
a three-month stay to unwind 
and soak up the laid-back Island 
atmosphere. Today, while they 
are no longer a couple, the pair 
co-parents their teenage daughter 

Presley and runs EATcetera, an eclectic lunch-
and-brunch spot specializing in fresh, seasonal 
ingredients and vegan, vegetarian, and gluten-
free meals. 

“We have always had vegan, vegetarian, 
and gluten-free options, but the volume of 
customers with these preferences discovering 
us for lunch and all-day brunch is increas-

Beachy Bites
Lena Pyles and Victoria Newsome

run an eclectic coastal eatery.
By MARENE GUSTIN

Photo by KATIE HAUKEBO PHOTOGRAPHY

ing,” Pyles notes. “We have a growing number 
of customers who have food sensitivities or 
allergies. Our staff serves specialized-diet cus-
tomers at probably 50 percent of our tables, and 
many customers are pleased that each diner 
can enjoy a meal they prefer—whether they are 
meat-eaters, plant-based, or have a sensitiv-
ity. All our desserts are vegan and gluten-free, 
with dessert sales doubling in the past year.”

Newsome, who comes from a long line 
of bakers, has been a vegetarian since 1984. 
Health issues made her experiment with 
allergen-free recipes. “I understand how 
important it is for EATcetera’s clients to enjoy 
tasty cuisine that is also safe to eat,” she says. 
“Particularly desserts, because everyone 

deserves to have a birthday cake.”   
Pyles began cooking at 16, and after high 

school followed her big brother—Stephan 
Pyles, one of the founding fathers of South-
western cuisine—to Dallas. She became an 
executive chef by age 25 and worked at restau-
rants in Dallas, Atlanta, Las Vegas, Austin, and 
Houston before settling in Galveston to run a 
private-chef business.

“I always liked EATcetera as a customer,” 
she says. “When the founding owner was 
thinking about retiring, she mentioned to some 
friends that she was looking for someone to 
take over. I heard about it, gave her a call, and 
within two weeks we had the completed paper-
work signed. It never even made it to market.”

EATcetera reopened in 2018, and the 
following year they opened EATcetera at the 
Whistle Stop Café in the Galveston Railroad 
Museum. 

“The Whistle Stop menu is a subset of the 
restaurant menu, including vegan options for 
sandwiches and burgers plus more traditional 
fair foods,” Pyles says. “Customers can eat at 
the café without purchasing museum admis-
sion, but they must remain in the café area.”

Besides offering great health food, Pyles 
also serves up community service for the 
Island’s youth. “One of the prouder moments 
for EATcetera is the Polar Express Recy-
cling Program,” she says. “The first year we 
participated in Polar Express at the Galveston 
Railroad Museum, we saw over 5,000 cans and 
bottles going to landfills. The museum did not 

Victoria Newsome (l), Lena Pyles, and 
their daughter, Presley Pyles (center)

➝
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have the staff or budget to provide recycling, 
so with the permission of the Galveston 
Railroad Museum director, we started the 
Polar Express Recycling Program. EATcetera 
organizes the effort and provides supplies and 
identifying T-shirts to volunteers. The Ball 
High School Honor Society members volunteer 
to change the recycling liners nightly, and last 
year Republic Services provided the dump-
ster. Instead of 5,000 items going to landfill, 
EATcetera coordinated seven large dumpsters 
of bottles, cans, and cardboard that went to 
recycling.”

At both locations, you can also feast your 
eyes on some local artwork.

“EATcetera started the EATcetera Youth 

Arts Program in 2019,” Pyles notes. “This 
program provides free exhibit space to [local] 
youth during ArtWalk evenings, which occur 
on a semi-regular basis in Galveston. The 
artists’ works are available for sale, and they 
generally stay at the restaurant for a month 
after an exhibit. Many of the permanent pieces 
at the restaurant were provided by some of the 
young artists.

“While we were organizing exhibits for 
the Youth Arts Program, we found ourselves 
attracting the interest of youth groups that 
had a desire to have public exhibits that far 
exceeded our restaurant space. As we have [the 
café] at the Galveston Railroad Museum, we 
asked them if they would be willing to allow us 

to use their open-air patio space during Art-
Walk evenings. They agreed, and this year we 
launched EATcetera Kids Zone at the Galves-
ton Railroad Museum, where larger groups 
exhibit. This July 16, the Galveston and Harris 
County Boys & Girls Clubs will be exhibiting 
50 to 75 works created by youth artists in the 
greater metro area. Unless otherwise noted on 
an individual piece, all of these pieces will be 
available for sale, with proceeds going to the 
individual artists.” 

EATcetera’s strong community-service 
commitment to youth and education also led 
to theirparticipation in Eat Out for Education 
Day, as well as donating gift certificates to a 
variety of youth-related organizations.

Whether they’re carnivores, herbivores, 
or omnivores, everyone can find something 
delectable on the EATcetera menu—including 
some of Chef Pyle’s Asian fusion creations. 
“My favorite is the peanut ponzu soba noodles,” 
she says. And don’t forget to check out her 
chef’s specials and the soup of the week when-
ever you visit EATcetera.

 
EATcetera, at 408 25th St.,  
is open 11 a.m.–4 p.m. every day. 

Visit velvetcheftx.com or call 409-762-0803.

EATCETERA  |  CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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Q
ueer folks growing up in the 
LGBTQ community typically 
look to pop culture to seek out 
representation and out-and-
proud heroes. Andrew Clarke, 
the passionate and innovative 
CEO of the women’s-wear bou-
tique francesca’s, proves that role 

models are all around us. Clarke is evidence 
of what it looks like to simultaneously excel in 
your career, uplift your community, and fight 
for a seat at every single table.

Clarke, who hails from the UK and has 
lived in four different countries, explains that 

C O M M U N I T Y

his ability to support struggling retailers set 
him on a path to become a CEO. “Since I’ve 
been in the US, I’ve developed a reputation as a 
bit of a turnaround leader,” he says of his work 
strategizing and helping retailers succeed. 
“I came to the US in 2014 and lived in San 
Francisco before moving to Columbus, Ohio. 
I worked at Justice, a tween-girl store, before 
running and overseeing a turnaround of the 
women’s-wear brand Loft.”

With a reputation that preceded him in 
helping clothing retailers thrive, the Bayou 
City came calling. “In late 2019, I received a 
call about this women’s-wear retailer based in 

Houston called francesca’s,” Clarke recalls. “I 
told my husband, Gerhard, and he suggested 
we visit Houston first since we lived in New 
York City. We quickly realized that Houston 
has something for everybody and decided to 
make it our home right before the lockdown in 
March 2020.”

As the retail world experienced unprece-
dented challenges during the pandemic, Clarke 
made it his mission to survive and thrive in a 
market where the odds were stacked against 
him. “I signed up for a turnaround job, and it 
became a fight for survival. The pandemic was 
not kind to retail,” he emphasizes. “I spent my 
first year as CEO growing the business and 
making sure we would survive. My number-
one objective was to save as many jobs as pos-
sible. We ended 2020 as a strengthened brand 
with about 460 stores, down from 700, and we 
launched franki by francesca’s for tween girls. 
You know what they say—in the face of adver-
sity, a crisis can be the mother of all ingenuity.  

“When I took the francesca’s role, I was a 
first-time CEO at a public company, and proud-
ly out,” Clarke says. “I inherited a company in 
trouble, and it was my job to focus on what we 
do as a business—and how we do it.” He set out 
to transform how the retailer was perceived by 
the public, and how internal operations were 
conducted. “I wanted to create a company of ➝

Andrew Clarke (l), CEO of francesca’s, partnered with Grace Place to bring 
new life to its clothing distribution project for homeless youth.

Creating a Company 
of Inclusion 

Andrew Clarke is transforming francesca’s
from the inside out.

By ZACH McKENZIE
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inclusion—one I would have wanted to work for 
as a younger gay man facing homophobia early 
in my career. Diversity, equity, and inclusion 
at our company is a fundamental value that we 
hold ourselves to. That starts at the top, and 
that’s me.”

A drive to support his community led to 
Clarke connecting with Grace Place, a local or-
ganization and drop-in program that welcomes 
and supports youth of all sexualities and gen-
der identities experiencing homelessness. That 
partnership recently celebrated a major mile-
stone. “We’ve been involved with Grace Place a 
little over a year now,” the proud dog dad says. 
“I’ve been struck by how, at a local level, Grace 
Place steps in to provide a service for the most 
vulnerable in our LGBTQ community.”

With keen self-awareness and a desire to 
do more, Clarke rallied his team to complete 
a major project for the organization. “It’s not 
lost on me that I’m a privileged member of the 
LGBTQ community. When we learned the 
story of Tracy and the circumstances of her 
murder in 2019, we knew we had to do some-
thing,” he says. 

Tracy was a Black trans youth who regu-
larly attended Grace Place events. To memo-
rialize her, Grace Place named its clothing 
distribution project after her. “We knew we 

could bring new life to Tracy’s Closet, stock it, 
and organize it with the clothing and hygienic 
donations Grace Place receives.” Clarke and 
his crew committed to personally donating 
items to make sure the closet is always stocked 
with both masculine and feminine inventory. 
“I’m so proud of what my team was able to do. 
Seeing the faces of the youth—we don’t need 
any more motivation than that.” 

Clarke reflects on the impact of his role 
and purpose as a CEO. “Representation mat-
ters, and I think it matters a lot right now,” he 
says, referencing the current political climate. 

“I certainly feel a duty in my position to be vis-
ible for the LGBTQ community.” Clarke speaks 
directly to queer folks and encourages them 
to have the audacity to dream big. “As you rise 
through your career, try to do something better 
than you imagined for yourself. I’ve experienced 
setbacks, but I persevered and continued to 
advance to senior roles. I hope to continue to 
make things easier for those following in my 
footsteps.” 

For more information, 
visit francescas.com.

ANDREW CLARKE  |  CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

francesca’s helps keeps Tracy’s Closet stocked with both masculine and feminine inventory.
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ORCHIDS FOR SALE, LEASE AND
RENT FOR PARTIES, GALAS AND EVENTS.

We carry many different varieties year round  
such as phalaenopsis, dendrobiums, oncidiums, 

lady slippers, vandas, epidendrum, psychopsis and 
much more. We also carry exotic tropicals, ferns, 

bromeliads and collectible plants.

Like and follow us on
Facebook: @orchidexpressandleasing

Instagram: @orchidexpress111  |  Twitter: @brandieorchids

ORCHID EXPRESS & LEASING
111 Heights Blvd.

713-526-0018   |   281-733-5932

Favorite
Mortgage 
Lender

(832) 541-1103
cody.grizzoffi @nrlmortgage.com 

www.codygrizzoffi .com

1220 Augusta Dr. Suite 600 
Houston, TX  77057

This is an advertisement. All applications are subject to credit approval. Program terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. 
Some products may not be available in all states. Other restrictions and This is an advertisement. All applications are subject to credit 
approval. Program terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. Some products may not be available in all states. Other 
restrictions and limitations may apply. This is not a commitment to lend. NRL Mortgage is not a� iliated with or acting on behalf of or at the 
direction of FHA, VA, USDA or the Federal Government. Nations Reliable Lending, LLC is an Equal Housing Opportunity | www.nrlmortgage.
com|NMLS # 181407 – 1220 Augusta Drive, Suite 600, Houston, TX 77057, 713-275-1300|  FL License #MLD863 | GA License #44866 | TX Mort-
gage Banker Registration-NMLS #181407 | WI License #181407BA| For a full list of our licenses, please visit www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org
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C O V E R  F E A T U R E

RUCK ’N’ ROLL
By SAM BYRD

Photos by
VICTOR CONTRERAS
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Space City Rugby heads to Canada for a world championship tournament.

“I ENJOY THE SOCIAL ASPECT. 
EVERYONE ON OUR TEAM FEELS 

LIKE A PART OF MY FAMILY. 
WE HANG OUT OUTSIDE OF 

PRACTICES, AND I CAN ALWAYS 
RELY ON THEM. IT EXTENDS 

BEYOND OUR TEAM, AS WELL. 
YOU CAN GO ANYWHERE IN 

THE WORLD, AND IF YOU MEET 
ANOTHER RUGBY PLAYER, YOU 

INSTANTLY HAVE A BOND WITH 
THEM. I’VE NEVER PLAYED 

ANOTHER SPORT LIKE THAT.” 

AUSTIN
BERG

27, He/Him
Utility (wherever they

want me to play)

http:// outsmartmagazine.com
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Question: What involves a 
hooker, the number eight, 
and a lock? If you guessed 
rugby, you’d be correct. 
Rugby might not be as 
well known in the United 
States as it is in other 

countries, but it is steadily gaining popular-
ity, including in the Lone Star State. Houston 
is home to an LGBTQ team known as Space 
City Rugby, and they’re gaining steam as the 
new game in town.

The team’s head coach, Butch Compton, 
explains that once people get involved in 
rugby, they find a lot more than just a sport. 
“I hear this from the new players all the time. 
They’ve never played in a sport or have never 
been involved with something where the ca-
maraderie and the brotherhood was so good 
that everybody supported each other. Even if 
you’re on opposing teams and you may have 
tried to rip each other’s heads off during a 
match, when you come off the pitch, every-
body is happy and having fun.”

Compton describes the sport as a mix of 
rules that resemble American football and 
soccer. 

Two teams of 15 players have 80 minutes 
to advance the ball past their opponents’ side 
of the pitch (the playing field) and touch it to 
the ground for a score worth 5 points (named 
a “try”). Participants may only pass the ball 
backwards or sideways with no blocking 

allowed, and teams use a 
variety of lineouts, mauls, 
rucks, and scrums to retain 
possession during play. 
Rugby is unique in that play 
is continuous, even after play-
ers are tackled on the field. 
Kicking the ball or running 
while holding it are the only 
two ways to move the ball 
forward.

After each try, worth 5 
points, the scoring team is al-
lowed an opportunity to kick 
the ball through the posts 
for an additional 2-point 
“conversion.” Certain penalties also earn the 
non-offending team a kick through the posts, 
worth a 3-point “penalty” if made. At the 
conclusion of the match, the team with the 
most points wins.

Space City Rugby has been in existence 
since 2018, but like many organizations, 
COVID-19 necessitated a pause. The league 
has now reengaged and is looking to get back 
into fighting mode. Compton estimates they 
compete in eight competitions per year, with 
the Bingham Cup being among the most 
prestigious.

The Bingham Cup is a biennial world 
championship for gay and inclusive rugby 
named in memory of Mark Bingham, who died 
in the September 11 attacks. He was one of the 

passengers who fought back 
against hijackers on board 
United Flight 93.

As a gay man and regular 
rugby player, Bingham 
played for the San Francisco 
Fog and also helped estab-
lish New York City’s Go-
tham Knights league. The 
tournament has become 
the largest amateur rugby 
union event in the world. 
This year’s cup will be held 
in Ottawa in August.

For LGBTQ Houstonians 
interested in the sport, 

Space City Rugby welcomes all genders and 
skill levels to join their practices as it gears 
up for another season. Practices are held 
on Thursdays from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., and on 
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to noon at Lawrence 
Park, 725 Lawrence Street. The only equip-
ment requirements are a pair of cleats and a 
mouth guard.

“The biggest thing I want interested 
players to know is to not be scared of it. Come 
out, it’s fun!” Compton says. “We teach all 
the fundamentals of how not to get hurt. It’s 
a great, fun sport, and it allows you to travel 
and meet new people from all over the world.”

 
For more info on Space City Rugby, 
visit spacecityrugby.com.
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Members of Space City Rugby

Coach  Butch
Compton

http:// spacecityrugby.com.
http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
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SPACE CITY RUGBY  |  CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

MEET THE
PLAYERS OF 
HOUSTON’S 
LEADING LGBTQ-
AFFIRMING
RUGBY TEAM.

“THERE IS TRUST AND CAMARADERIE THAT CAN ONLY 
BE BUILT THROUGH PROTECTING YOUR TEAMMATES 
DURING A CONTACT SPORT. IT’S THAT TRUST, COUPLED 
WITH THE FREEDOM TO BRING YOUR COMPLETE SELF 
TO THE PITCH, THAT KEEPS ME COMING BACK.” 

ERIC BROWN
35, He/Him
Scrum half, utility back

“I ENJOY THE GENUINE CARE THAT HAS DEVELOPED 
THROUGH FUN GAMES, SWEATY PRACTICES, AND 
THIRD-HALF CONNECTIONS. JOINING THE TEAM WAS 
A GRADUAL PROCESS OF LEARNING THE GAME AND 
MEETING THE VETERANS, WHO ARE SO WELCOMING. 
THE COMMITMENT WE HAVE COMES FROM THE  
CAMARADERIE OF GROWING TOGETHER IN SKILLS 
AND AS WHOLE RUGBY PLAYERS.  I ENJOY THE GAME’S 
INCLUSIVE NATURE.”

JALIL “JACX” CANTARERO 
29, He/They
Winger

http:// outsmartmagazine.com
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“RUGBY CULTURE 
IS VERY INCLUSIVE 
AND ACCEPTING, 
AND THIS TEAM 
EVEN MORE SO.”

LARAMIE 
RAE
JOSEPH
27, She/Her
Scrum half
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HERE AT MET   WE 
CAN TAKE CARE

OF ALL YOUR
PLUMBING NEEDS!

832-694-0079

Sewer line replacements
Water heater replacement

All plumbing repairs and fixtures

*Mention this add and receive $35.00 off your plumbing repair

832-694-0079

LOOKING TO BUY OR SELL?
I will provide you with top notch service to 

make your Real Estate transaction stress free.

©2022 Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC. Better Homes and Gardens® is a registered trademark of Meredith Corporation licensed to 
Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC. Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Franchise is Independently Owned 

and Operated. 

832.803.9177
Todd.Russo@garygreene.com

HAR Client Rating

STOP
Creditor Harassment

Repossessions
Foreclosures
Judgments

IRS Levies and Collection
Business Debt

Lawsuits

KEEP
Retirement

House
Cars

Business

Call for a free, no-obligation initial 
consultation to see what your rights are. 
Vicky M. Fealy is Board Certified in Consumer 
Bankruptcy by the Texas Board of Legal 
Specialization and has over 30 years of 
experience helping people navigate the 
bankruptcy process.

1235 N Loop W # 1005, Houston, TX 77008 • 713-526-5220
www.houston-bankruptcy-attorney.com

Attorney
Vicky Fealy

THE FEALY LAW FIRM, PC 
CAN HELP YOU...                                        

Get the fresh start
you need today!

Principal Office located in Houston, Texas.

http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
http:// www.houston-bankruptcy-attorney.com 
mailto:todd.russo@garygreene.com
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P R I D E  I N  T H E  M E D I A

P
roduction editor Pacifica J. Sauer, 
a three-time Emmy winner, uses 
her platform at KHOU-TV to give 
marginalized people the chance 
to tell their stories. 

“Privileged people get to tell 
their stories all the time. The 
everyday people and the little-

known middlemen, these are the people that 
we need to be telling stories of,” says Sauer, an 
out lesbian. 

At KHOU, she oversees community 
programming, commercials, sales, docu-
mentaries, and more. She recently helped the 
station produce a documentary on Houston’s 
Pride parade and grand marshals, highlight-
ing Space City’s contributions to the fight for 
LGBTQ rights.

Sauer has always loved storytelling. Grow-
ing up, she remembers pleading with the people 
in her life to tell her a story. “I just loved to hear 
stories. The way people told them, the way they 
changed their voices, how they went back to 
things and explained it—all of that was impor-
tant to me,” she recalls. 

And now, storytelling is helping her heal 
from a trauma she experienced while in the 
Navy. Her 2021 award-winning film, The Invis-
ible Project, exposes the adversities women in 
the military face. 

An Army brat, Sauer was raised around the 
world, from Alabama to Germany. She left high 
school to join the Navy at age 17, and she served 
for eight years, from 1996 to 2004. Recruiters 
promised her that she would discover herself, 
see the world, and receive the funds she needed 
for a better education. “It was true, but all that 
came at a personal price,” she says.

She was assaulted by her supervisor at age 
19 and was later diagnosed with post-traumat-
ic stress disorder, or PTSD. 

“When you talk about your traumatic 
events, a lot of people talk about their ‘death 
date.’ That is the day of their incident. They 
mourn the loss of the person they were before 
all that, [but] I didn’t have all that,” she says. “I 
didn’t have an identity before the assault. I still 
don’t know who I am.”

Healing Through Storytelling 
Navy veteran Pacifica Sauer’s 2021 film reveals

the traumatic violence faced by women in the military. 
By LILLIAN HOANG

Issued in 1993 and repealed in 2011, “Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell” shaped Sauer’s time in the 
Navy. That policy prohibited military person-
nel from discriminating against closeted 
LGBTQ service members, but barred people 
who were out from military service. It nega-
tively impacted the lives of many soldiers, 
especially women. 

“As a woman in the military, especially if 
you’re enlisted, [according to the men] you’re 
either a ‘bitch’ or a ‘slut,’ and if you’re not sleep-
ing with everybody, they kind of have it figured 
out,” she explains. “If you want things to be 
easy for you, you have to pretty much sell your 
body, and that’s unfortunate.” 

Years later, Sauer still suffers from delu-
sions, paranoia, and overwhelming anxiety. 
Before she was diagnosed, she would swear 
that pedestrians on the street were following 
her, and that colleagues were conspiring to 
ruin her projects. Sauer says her disorder made 
her unstable. 

“When I first started having hard-core 
PTSD symptoms, I had no idea what this was,” 
she admits. “I thought I was having a psychotic 
breakdown.” 

After her assault, she received an ROTC 
scholarship and attended a university in 
Vermont, but failed every course. She’s lost 20 
jobs due to her illness, and she once had a fight 
with colleagues that ended with her slamming 
doors shut. She’s also lost many friends and 
loved ones over the years.

“PTSD ripped through my life; it ripped it to 
shreds. It ripped my family life apart, it ripped 
friendships apart, it ripped school apart. It was 
essentially a life sentence,” she admits.  

One in three women and one in 50 men 
have experienced Military Sexual Trauma 
(MST), according to a report by the United 
States Department of Veterans Affairs.

Sauer wanted to highlight the struggles 
faced by women in the military, and she knew 
she could do that as a storyteller. As she ➝

http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
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pursued a career in animation, and later in 
production, her healing journey began. 

“Being a production editor really helped 
fix a lot of the holes in me. Where I saw a lot of 
uncompleted things in my life, I could fill the 
holes with completed projects that changed 
minds, gave people ideas, and inspired human-
ity to do better.”

At KHOU, she was assigned several 
projects involving veterans. As she worked 
with people who had also experienced MST, 
she found much-needed camaraderie. After 
collaborating with and hearing the stories 
of many veterans, in 2021 she produced The 
Invisible Project, her own film about female 
military personnel and their struggles. KHOU 
aired the film on July 4, 2021. 

Creating The Invisible Project forced her to 
confront her trauma and work toward healing. 
“You can live and die this way, or you can do 
something with it. I chose to do something, and 
that’s what became The Invisible Project.” 

Sauer still wrestles with PTSD. Even while 
working on The Invisible Project, she suffered 
from delusions, fearing a colleague was plot-
ting to upend her project after she received an 
email in all-capital letters. 

But she now has a better grasp on her 
disease. She wants to kick-start more con-
versations on mental health and inspire more 
compassion for those suffering from mental 
illness. She works toward this goal as a story-
teller with the help of her partner of 10 years, 
an elementary school principal.

When Sauer told her partner that she was 
an MST survivor, she worried that she would 
be thrown out of their house. But her partner 
embraced her, and the therapist they found is 
helping her to live in her truth. 

Sauer and her partner now live with their 

three dogs, Peanut, Bella, and Lucy. “We work 
to educate people and to change minds,” she 
says.  

She urges aspiring creatives to never give 
up. “Keep trying, and be nice to everybody—
even the receptionists.” 

To veterans suffering from MST, Sauer 
adds, “There’s the veteran’s club, and then 
there’s [the MST club that’s] not one you 
want to be a part of, but you find yourself in 
it. There’s more of us [there] than we care to 
admit, and when you start to really find out 
about people, you find out you’re not alone in 
your problems, and that MST is very common, 
and it’s OK. It’s OK.”

For more information on  
The Invisible Project, 

visit theinvisibleprojectfilm.com.
The 24-hour National Sexual Assault Hotline 
can be reached  at 1-800-656-4673.  
The 24-hour Texas Military Department 
(TMD) Sexual Harassment/Assault Prevention 
and Response (SHARP/SAPR) survivor  
support line is 512-565-4410. For more  
information on TMDR and SHARP/SAPR, 
visit the tmd.texas.gov/tmd-sapr.

PACIFICA SAUER  |  CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

“BEING A PRODUCTION 
EDITOR REALLY HELPED FIX 
A LOT OF THE HOLES IN ME. 

I COULD FILL THE HOLES 
WITH COMPLETED PROJECTS 
THAT CHANGED MINDS, GAVE 
PEOPLE IDEAS, AND INSPIRED 

HUMANITY TO DO BETTER.”
—Pacifica Sauer

There’s still time 
to register for fall.

hccs.edu/fall2022
Register now at

http:// theinvisibleprojectfilm.com.
http:// tmd.texas.gov/tmd-sapr.
http:// hccs.edu/fall2022 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com
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Stay In-The-Loop
with

If you wish to be 
In-The-Loop, whether 
selling, buying or just 

looking around, Call Andy!
CELL

713.724.4306
DIRECT

713.558.9252
andy.weber@sothebyshomes.com

Montrose resident 
since 1983

Consistent Top Producer, 
Circle of Excellence

Voted One of the Best Realtors 
in Houston 8 Years In a Row
- OutSmart Readers’ Choice 2012-2019

KATINE NECHMAN McLAURIN LLP

Adoptions, surrogacy, child custody/visitation,
pre-nuptial/post-nuptial/cohabitation agreements,

divorce, name changes, and estate planning

Real Estate Disputes • Homeowner Association Law • Immigration
Criminal Law • Family Law • Adoptions • Insurance and Disability Claims

HIV/LGBTQ Law • Estate Documents • Employment Law

LGBTQ FAMILY LAW

Proud to present attorney Proud to present attorney 

handling all of your family law needs.handling all of your family law needs.
STEPHANY ALVAREZ,,

LGBTQ FAMILY LAWLGBTQ FAMILY LAW

KATINE NECHMAN McLAURIN LLP
1834 Southmore Blvd.   |   Houston, TX  77004

713-808-1000  |  info@lawknm.com  |  www.lawknm.com

1138 W. 20th St., Houston, TX 77008
Open 7 Days a Week.  713-292-1921

HYDROSHACK.COM

CANNABIS PRODUCTS
DELTA 8 CANNABIS
• GUMMIES
• FLOWER
• JOINTS
• CARTS
ALSO DELTA 10 & THC-O

RECEIVE 
30% OFF

MENTION THIS COMMUNITY

Lorem ipsum

Any Delta 8 Product If You 
Mention This OutSmart 

Magazine Advertisement

Hydroshack offers a large variety of
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P R I D E  I N  T H E  M E D I A

J
ustin McKee has always been 
interested in how movies are made. 
It’s the magic of how it all comes 
together that he finds particularly 
inspiring. “The roles of all the [cast 
and crew, with] so many different 
voices and fields of expertise—it’s a 
marvel to me that any movie or TV 
show actually gets made.”

McKee had always dreamed of being a 
movie director himself, even though in high 
school he loved acting in the school plays. “But 
given the choice, I felt that I would enjoy the top 
behind-the-scenes role the most—executing 
a collaborative vision, leading and inspir-
ing people, organizing complex processes to 
achieve a common goal. While I may not have 
realized it then, that’s what a director does. But 
at the time, I just wanted to make things that 
people thought looked cool.”

McKee is currently working his behind-
the-scenes creative magic as the director of 
creative services for Houston Public Media on 
the University of Houston campus. “My team’s 
ultimate responsibility is building, maintain-
ing, and promoting the visual brand of Houston 
Public Media and its products and platforms, 

A 
Collaborative 

Vision
Justin McKee brings his 

expertise in creative services 
to Houston Public Media. 

By JENNY BLOCK

including promotion and marketing.”
Houston Public Media is the city’s PBS and 

NPR affiliate that has become a large digital- 
and broadcast-media platform encompassing 
social media as well. It’s also a member of The 
Texas Newsroom, a National Public Radio 
journalism collaboration. Every year, more 
than three million people engage with Houston 
Public Media, which is a service of the Uni-
versity of Houston made possible by donors, 
foundations, legacy gifts, and sponsors. Their 
mission is “to inform and inspire—transform-

ing ourselves, our community and our world.”
McKee, 39, holds a bachelor’s degree in 

radio and television from Sam Houston State 
University, which he completed after his fresh-
man year at the University of Texas in Austin. 
During those college years, he also worked as a 
master control operator at KBTX-TV in Bryan/
College Station. The Bryan native then moved 
on to newscast production before eventually 
becoming the station’s primary newscast 
director. In 2009, he moved to Houston for 
a technical-director position at KHOU-TV. ➝
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“Eventually, I became the director of their 
morning talk show, Great Day Houston,” 
McKee says. 

All the while, he was also freelancing for 
a music production company called XI Media 
Productions. “I mostly served as director for 
the livestreams.”

In 2013, he moved to New York City to 
continue directing live music in addition to 
working on various reality shows, including 
National Geographic’s Drugs, Inc. But Houston 
called him back to Texas in 2014, when he 
started at Houston Public Media as a senior 
producer in the creative-services department. 
He became that team’s manager in 2018, before 
moving up to his current position last year. 

McKee loves the expression, communica-
tion, understanding, freedom, and discovery 
that working in a creative profession brings. 
He also loves uncovering art in the most unex-
pected formats. He always felt like there was 
something different about him as a teen. “But 
I didn’t realize it was because I was gay until a 
close friend of mine came out to me my senior 
year. Then everything just clicked. Turns out 
that my obsession with Rocky in 3 Ninjas was 
because I had a crush on him,” he recalls. 

Last year, Houston Public Media launched 
a Pride Month website page highlighting their 
national and local programming that focuses 
on important LGBTQ issues. “Our three talk 
shows, Houston Matters with Craig Cohen, 
Town Square with Ernie Manouse, and I SEE 
U with Eddie Robinson, regularly cover these 
issues and invite diverse voices from the 
LGBTQ+ community,” he says. “Pride, to me, 

means the freedom to express yourself any way 
you want. It means you can be your authentic 
self, free from judgment or persecution. There 
is no right or wrong way to celebrate Pride.”

Because Houston is one of the most diverse 
cities in America, McKee hopes that we as a 
city continue to reach out to all of our com-
munities and find new and better ways to 
highlight the issues that affect them. “I’d love 
to see us active and present in those communi-
ties [by doing things] like remote broadcasts 
for our daily talk shows,” he says.

Although McKee is quite comfortable lead-
ing a team and speaking to large groups, people 
might be surprised to learn that he’s actually 
an introvert. “Alone time playing video games, 
or going on a walk while listening to a podcast, 
is where I find my energy.” He’s also a certified 
CrossFit trainer and coaches a few classes 
each week at Texas Athletic Club in Montrose. 

McKee sums up his love for Houston by 
describing it as “a sprawling, diverse collec-
tion of communities with amazing food and 
friendly people.” 

Keep up with Justin McKee at houston-
publicmedia.org/staff/justin-mckee.
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Financial
Planner/Advisor

V
Fi
P

�����������������®�����
����������������
�������������
����
���	��
������������		��	
�	������������������
�	��������� 	����­
���������������������������
�����������������������

JUSTIN McKEE  |  CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

“MY TEAM’S ULTIMATE 
RESPONSIBILITY IS 

BUILDING, MAINTAINING, 
AND PROMOTING THE 

VISUAL BRAND OF 
HOUSTON PUBLIC MEDIA 
AND ITS PRODUCTS AND 

PLATFORMS.”
—Justin McKee

VOTED
BEST MALE
ATTORNEY
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S
outh Beach, the gayborhood’s 
longtime home to late-night 
dance parties, sexy staffers, 
drag queens, and laser lights is 
reopening after four years.

“I’m also excited for a new 
generation of [LGBTQ youth] to 
discover the South Beach expe-
rience,” says club owner Charles 

Armstrong. 
South Beach was built on the ashes of 

Heaven, the former nightclub in the same 
building. Armstrong spent $2 million to 
rebuild and turn the Pacific Street anchor 
into South Beach. Opened in 2001, it became 
the go-to spot for the LGBTQ community in 
Montrose.

In February 2018, Armstrong announced 
he was shuttering South Beach for extensive 
remodeling. The club was on the brink of 
relaunching with a completely new look and 
feel early in 2020, just when the pandemic was 
forcing everything to shut down.

“The club’s renovation was already 80 
percent complete when the global pandemic 
brought the whole world to a stop,” says Arm-
strong, CEO of Charles Armstrong Invest-
ments, which also owns JR’s Bar & Grill. 
“We’ve remained closed since that time as we 
waited for more of the population to become 
vaccinated for protection against the corona-
virus. Two years ago, we were in uncharted 
territory and I had a moral problem packing 
a dance floor full of people in the middle of a 
health crisis.” 

The renovated dance palace is inspired by 
the modern residential living style similar to 
all the luxury high-rise and mid-rise apart-
ments that have sprouted up inside the loop 
since South Beach first opened in 2001. Arm-
strong wanted to change South Beach from a 
hard masculine, industrial look into a warm 

residential feel to create the ultimate house 
party. 

To bring his vision to life, he enlisted the 
consulting talents of award-winning interior 
designer John T. Robinson, of Houston-based 
Robinson & Associates. His attention to 
textures in his condo designs had previously 
earned him a top prize in the ASID Interior 
Design Awards competition. Robinson has 
worked as an interior-design consultant 
to Armstrong for decades, including their 
million-dollar makeover of Meteor that earned 
him an ASID win in a commercial renova-
tions category.  The newly remodeled South 
Beach pays homage to Meteor by promi-
nently displaying the former club’s sign on the 
1,500-square-foot patio.

“We brought back some of the design ele-
ments from Meteor like Austin chalk-white 
limestone, but on a bigger scale, with the inten-
tion of creating a nightclub with a lounge-like 
feel,” Armstrong explains. “We took it from 
a hard, masculine aesthetic [created with] 
steel, concrete, and exposed electric to a soft, 
contemporary residential feel.” 

To reinvent the 10,000-square-foot inte-
rior, they chose rich mahogany wall sections, 
Carrara marble for the front bar, and black 
granite throughout. But the pièce de résistance 
is, without question, the two Restoration 
Hardware quartz-crystal chandeliers hang-
ing in the main entrance and above the dance 
floor, the latter version weighing 450 pounds 
and rotating along with the twirling bodies 
it illuminates on the dance floor. There’s also 
a new state-of-the-art sound system with its 
own special effects. “A whole universe of LED 
lighting has come forth in the last 15 years, so 
we’ve done a lot with lighting and fixtures,” 
Armstrong notes. 

“Technology may have changed the way 
people do things, but the human desire for 
togetherness and life-affirming celebra-
tions remains the same. I want to build and 
maintain a village that’s a safe haven for the 
gay, lesbian, and transgender community, and I 
want to keep contributing a whole lot of money 
to organizations and politicians so they know 
we’re here, we’re queer, and we’re paying atten-
tion to what’s happening in the world.”

South Beach’s original interiors had previ-
ously won several awards from local design 
publications, and Armstrong predicts its cur-
rent evolution will be equally impressive. “If I 
were to ever get a tattoo, it would say ‘Evolve 
or Die!’”

South Beach, 819 Pacific St., 713.529.7623

South Beach Is Back!
After COVID and four years of remodeling, 
the premier Montrose dance spot returns.

By MARENE GUSTIN   |   Photo by ALLISON WILKINS / EVEN THAYER STUDIOS

Charles Armstrong

N I G H T L I F E
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S
eason 14 of RuPaul’s Drag Race 
introduced the world to one of 
the most memorable queens in 
herstory. Jorgeous, the deadliest 
lip-sync assassin to ever grace 
the main stage, sent many com-
peting queens home and gagged 
the rest with her sassy spirit, her 

killer mug, and an uncanny ability to make any 
song hers. And now, she’s headed back home to 
Texas on July 16 with the 2022 Werq the World 
tour at the Smart Financial Center.

“Honestly, although I was in the bottom a 
lot, every time I got to lip-sync I was low-key 
living. That is what I do!” Jorgeous says. “I do 
six numbers a night and they all have to be dif-
ferent. When I was lip-syncing, I was in my ele-
ment and I felt unstoppable at that point. Being 
known as a lip-sync assassin is validation to 
everything that I work for in my drag career.”

Jorgeous is originally from San Antonio, 
where she started performing in drag at age 
16 before moving to Nashville with her family. 
The self-taught dancer was too young to spend 
time in the clubs outside of her performances, 
so she would have her older brother go to clubs 
and tape the performances for her to study 
at home and develop her own numbers. This 
dedication eventually led to her being featured 
on Drag Race. She might have been the most 
petite doll, but her talent certainly loomed 
large. She sent five queens packing before be-
ing eliminated in the second-to-last recorded 
episode alongside Deja Skye.

“Honestly, I think the Jorgeous-versus-
Jasmine lip-sync was the hardest for me. I  
was nervous because that bitch be doing dips 
and splits. When we performed “Something’s 
Got a Hold on Me” by Etta James, we were  
both having a lot of fun, but it was a battle,” 
Jorgeous says. 

That lip-sync resulted in a draw, and both 
contestants remained in the competition. 
Luckily, Werq the World doesn’t eliminate any 
of its queens, although the roster does change 
from city to city. The Houston leg will feature 
Jorgeous along with Rosé (a Season 13 finalist 
and native Houstonian) and Season 12 winner 
and All-Stars 7 contestant Jaida Essence Hall.

“Oh my God, I feel like the girls I have 
bonded with the most on this tour are Jaida 

A R T S  &  E N T E R T A I N M E N T

Hello, Jorgeous!
The RuPaul’s Drag Race star returns to Texas for Werq the World’s 2022 tour.

By RYAN M. LEACH
Photo by VOSS EVENTS

Jorgeous

http:// outsmartmagazine.com 


      OutSmartMagazine.com | JULY 2022 61

and Vanessa “Miss Vanjie” Matteo. They are 
like big sisters and have really been there for 
me the whole tour. They have taken me under 
their wing. Those are my girls,” says Jorgeous.

Being a Texas native, Jorgeous has drag 
roots deep in the heart of the Lone Star State. 
She is now considered one of the elite Dancing 
Divas of Texas, a moniker earned by the likes 
of drag and Drag Race royalty Alyssa Edwards, 
Kennedy Davenport, and Asia O’Hara, among 
others. 

Jorgeous notes two Texas queens that 
helped develop her into the burgeoning star 

she has become. “Sweet Savage, may she rest 
in peace, is a Texas legend. I really related to 
how she moved, with her high kicks and splits. 
Also my drag mother, Toni Andrews, taught 
me a lot. She was one of the queens my brother 
would record at the club, and I was like, ‘This 
is exactly the type of queen I want to be,’” she 
says.

The Werq the World tour is Jorgeous’ first 
since leaving the Drag Race work room, and 
it has taken her all over the globe. The most 
recent leg brought her to Spain, where the tire-
less queen instantly connected with the people 

and the food while performing in Barcelona 
and Madrid.

“I think the place I dreamed about going 
to for a long time was Spain. I love Spain. The 
people were amazing and beautiful. I felt like 
I was at home. They showed me so much love, 
and the food is bomb,” Jorgeous recalls.

However wonderful Spain may be, there is 
no place like home. When she returned to her 
home bar in Nashville, known for its drag divas 
like Kameron Michaels, Jorgeous was met 
with a warm welcome from a crowd filled with 
familiar and new faces cheering her on, despite 
the airing of her elimination episode that same 
night.

“The amount of love I got from people was 
so insane. They saw me grow up. When I moved 
there, I was 18. The support has been so amaz-
ing,” she says.

Jorgeous promises to bring her own style to 
the stage. “The audience will be getting a whole 
lot of Latina flair, sexy choreo, body, you know 
what I mean? The full dancing-diva Jorgeous 
experience!” 

What: Werq the World Tour
When: July 16 at 7:30 p.m.
Where: Smart Financial Centre, Sugar Land
Tickets: vossevents.com/werq-the-world-tour
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H
ouston carries its weight in the 
American art world these days, 
and the Blaffer Art Museum on 
the University of Houston cam-
pus is proving it. The museum 
is presenting a major exhibition 
titled Hugh Hayden: Boogey 
Men, now through September 4, 

featuring a suite of amazing pieces guaranteed 
to haunt. Thanks to the artist’s talent across 
various media, visitors will experience anthro-
pomorphic forms that explore our relationship 
with the natural world. It is soft, sensual, and 
unyielding—and it’s a must-see.

Artist Hugh Hayden was born in Texas but 
lives and works in New York City today. The 
talented Texan’s creations can be found in the 
collections of New York’s Whitney Museum of 
American Art; the Princeton University Art 
Museum; the Institute of Contemporary Art, 
Miami; and the Studio Museum in Harlem, 
New York. 

Hayden, Black Texan, was born in Dallas 
in 1983. “I am from all along the Gulf Coast, 
and my mother is from Louisiana. I think 
that is one of the reasons I use a lot of bald 

Haunted by
‘Boogey Men’  

New York artist Hugh Hayden tests
boundaries in his new Houston exhibition. 

By KIM HOGSTROM
Exhibit photos by ZACHARY BALBER

cypress from the Gulf swamps in my artwork. 
It’s a wood that holds significance for me,” he 
revealed in an interview with the Institute of 
Contemporary Art, Miami.

“Another of the reasons I gravitate to 
cypress is because it lends itself to the human 
form—skeletons, nerves, and circulatory 
systems. The bald cypress tree also has a place 
in American history and lore. It’s the mystery 
of the deep Southern swamp, where they grow. 

Some people have even suggested they played a 
role in lynchings,” Hayden concluded quietly.

His Blaffer exhibition features  new sculp-
tures that reflect the significance and timeli-
ness of Hayden’s voice and view of history. 
In works that range in scale from modest to 
monumental, the artist explores how we proj-
ect human vices and ambitions onto worlds 
both natural and unnatural. 

Hugh Hayden, Nude, 
2021. Bald cypress, 

plywood, and alumi-
num. From the exhibi-

tion Hugh Hayden: 
Boogey Men at the 

Institute of Contempo-
rary Art, Miami, 

Nov. 30, 2021–
Apr. 17, 2022

A R T S
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Boogey Men also explores the theme of 
camouflage—evincing Hayden’s continued 
interest in how humans use materials to blend 
in, obscure, and imagine. The result is fasci-
nating, enlightening, and even haunting. 

Formally trained as an architect, Hayden 
employs laborious processes—woodcarving, 
metalwork, industrial fabrication—that result 
in dynamic points of view. He is renowned for 
his ability to take disparate pieces of wood and 
manipulate them to reveal complex meanings. 

The Boogey Men exhibition is spread 
among multiple galleries that hint at suburban 
residential interiors and exteriors, highlight-
ing the artist’s interest in socially produced 
spaces as well as the fraught issues surround-
ing “The American Dream” and notions of 
idealism, culture, wealth, agency, and success.

“A lot of my work investigates the concept 
of the American Dream,” Hayden explained in 
an interview for an Art Basel event. “I mean, 
the American Dream is a desirable place to be, 
but at the same time it is difficult to inhabit. 
For example, I might be making an ordinary 
ladder with sensual wood, and it will be cov-
ered in a soft, seductive material. But it will 
also be protected by thorns, making it almost 
impossible to use.” 

At the center of his Houston exhibit sits its 
namesake sculpture: Boogey Man. This omi-
nous yet cartoonish work is nearly the size of a 
Ford Crown Victoria—a car marketed to police 
departments for 20 years—which underscores 
its real-life reference. The silhouette of Boogey 
Man projects a shrouded police car with a pair 
of cut-outs for eyes. Here, Hayden evokes a 
child’s Halloween ghost costume created by 
cutting holes out of a bedsheet, as well as the 
more terrifying image of a hooded Klansman. 
The image drifts between malice and make-
believe, inflicting terror on its subjects.

Tyler Blackwell, the Blaffer Museum’s as-
sociate curator, believes that the work of Hugh 
Hayden should be on every art lover’s radar. “I 
have been following Hugh’s work for a number 
of years, and it felt important to bring an exhi-
bition to our campus and Houston audiences,” 
Blackwell explains. “His work explores the 
pursuit of the American Dream as well as what 
it means to grow up as a Black boy in Texas. 
Hugh’s meticulously crafted sculptures ex-
pertly navigate and intertwine complex ideas 
about American history, culture, and ambi-
tion with personal experience. We are lucky to 
show his work as his career rapidly ascends!” 

What: Hugh Hayden: Boogey Men
When: Through Sept. 4
Where: Blaffer Art Museum, 4173 Elgin St.
Info: blafferartmuseum.org

“A LOT OF MY WORK 
INVESTIGATES THE 
CONCEPT OF THE 

AMERICAN DREAM. 
I MEAN, THE AMERICAN 
DREAM IS A DESIRABLE 

PLACE TO BE, BUT AT 
THE SAME TIME IT IS 

DIFFICULT TO INHABIT.”
—Hugh Hayden
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S
ince the debut of Laverne Cox 
on Orange Is the New Black in 
2013, the avenues of expression 
for trans and nonbinary artists 
have expanded kaleidescopically 
year by year. Elliot Page holds 
sway over Netflix audiences; Kim 
Petras forges her own pop iconog-

raphy; Janelle Monae shapes the music of the 
future; and, on comedy stages, runways, and 
salons, the comedian and poet Alok Vaid- 
Menon blasts the conversation of gender poli-
tics into the 22nd century. 

Outfitted exuberantly and commanding 
a cogent and immediate language that is per-
fectly suited for a social-media audience with 
no attention span, Vaid-Menon transmutes 
academic Aquarian philosophies of freedom to 
young generations ready for change. 

Many know Vaid-Menon from viral clips of 
speeches, dialogues, and podcast appearances 
in which they speak profoundly on the human 
toll of gender oppression. But true fans also 
enjoy the spirited, saucy comedian as someone 
who is delighted to poke fun at the current 
world order as a means of bringing it down. 

Last month, Vaid-Menon performed at 
Houston’s Secret Group as part of a summer 
tour with opener Whatever Mike. Vaid-Menon, 
who was born and raised in College Station, 
returned to Texas just as abortion rights (and 
even drag performers) are being threatened by 
State officials. 

OutSmart spoke with Vaid-Menon about 
the inspirations for their comedy, the new tour, 
and the impact of returning to Texas. 

 
David Odyssey: You grew up in Texas. 
What is it like to return? 
Alok Vaid-Menon: It feels wonderful. Growing 
up, I felt like everything I was—brown, queer, 
trans, not Christian—didn’t belong in Texas. 
But now as an adult, I’m able to connect with so 
many people and communities like me across 
Texas. It’s healing for me, and feels like I’m 
re-integrating so many parts of myself that I 
thought were incompatible. Sharing my work 
in Texas means the world to me, perhaps more 
than anywhere else I get to share it, because 
this place gave birth to me. It’s such a deep and 
integral part of me. And with all of the rampant 
discrimination against trans and gender-non-
conforming people in Texas right now, I feel a 
deep sense of duty to show up, share my story, 
and advocate for change.

 
In 2019, you hosted a Pride celebration in 
College Station, where you grew up. How 
did it surprise you? Do you feel like the 
world you grew up in has changed? 
That Pride party will go down in history as my 

Texas Trailblazer
Alok Vaid-Menon promotes trans
empowerment in their home state.

By DAVID ODYSSEY

favorite Pride ever. It was the 50th anniversary 
of Stonewall, and I wanted to bring the move-
ment home. People drove in from across Texas, 
and for a few hours we made College Station a 
little queer utopia. I was surprised by the inter-
est and the demand for these kinds of spaces. 
It was a reminder that there are queer people 
everywhere yearning for places to be free. 

I actually went back and lived in College 
Station for almost a year during the pandemic, 
and it was remarkable how much has changed 
since I grew up there. I was at the doctor’s 
office wearing a shirt that said Call Me They, 
and a nonbinary person came up to me and 
said that they also used they/them pronouns. 
We just bonded right there on the spot. I never 
would have thought something like that could 
have happened when I was younger. I’m just 
so proud of the strides that trans and gender-
nonconforming people have made all over, and 
about the space that we have claimed. I grew up 
thinking that we were impossible, that people 

like me didn’t exist. And now we are more 
visible than ever. 

 
How would you describe your 
live audiences? 
They really vary across venues and across 
locations, but some common threads are 
the empaths and creatives. People with big 
hearts and ideas. And bigger laughter. People 
committed to doing internal work to make 
a better world on the outside. People who 
believe in love.

 
Many people know you as an activist and 
public speaker. How would you describe 
your comedian side? How does it chal-
lenge the “serious” image people may 
have of you? 
Anyone familiar with my work knows that 
I am deeply opposed to binaries. I hate how 
we’re expected to compromise levity in order 
to establish gravity; sacrifice joy for the ➝
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sake of urgency. In my shows I weave between 
talking about some of the most important is-
sues of our times and being flippant about fake 
eyelashes. All of it is essential because all of it 
is honest talk about what it means to be alive. 
My comedic style is informed by the history of 
queer and trans performance—camp, darling! 
[Queer performers have] always found ways to 
make political commentary while still being 
entertaining. It’s about saying, “You think 
I’m funny because of what I look like, but how 
about what you act like!”

 
As always, it feels like a very fraught, de-
pressing time, especially in Texas. Where 
do you find the inspiration to let humor 
break through the grimness? 
I suppose I find inspiration precisely in the 
bleakness. That’s how I’ve always survived. 
When things are hard, I crack jokes to loosen 
their stranglehold on me. Humor has always 
been a survival strategy for me—a way of 
assuming control, of staving off collapse, of 
sustaining my spirit. In my own life I’ve seen 
how humor has kept me afloat, and I hope to 
model that for others in my shows. 

 
What has been the ethos of this tour? And 
what have been the biggest surprises? 
This tour is all about affirming trans and non-
binary joy. Creating space for people to feel the 
full spectrum of their emotions, from sorrow 
to delight. 

Phillip Pullman has this quote that I 
love: “Poetry is not a fancy way of giving you 
information; it’s an incantation. It is actually a 
magic spell. It changes things; it changes you.” 
I really do believe in the power of oral tradi-
tion. Speaking words changes lives. I want to 
create a glimpse of the world I’m fighting for 
right here in the now. I want to show people 
what freedom feels like. 

 
It’s become de rigueur to feel pessimistic 
or cynical about Pride Month. How do you 
deal with that, or work through that? 
I’ve done a lot of work in myself to stave off 
cynicism and choose hope. I’m really inspired 
by the work of Rebecca Solnit, who says that 
both optimism and pessimism require a 
presumption of what the future holds. She has 
hope because she doesn’t know what the future 
holds, so she chooses to be hopeful. That makes 
a lot of sense to me—finding possibility in the 
unknowability of it all. Also, reading history 
continually gives me hope. We often feel like 
what we are going through is unprecedented, 
but it rarely is. I know that people in the past 
have felt the same pain and suspicion and 
sense of fatigue as me. And so I study how they 
crafted lives anyway. And that makes me feel 
less lonely in it all.

Keep up with Alok Vaid-Menon
on Instagram @alokvmenon

ALOK  |  CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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T
hank goodness for brunch, that 
glorious hybrid feast! Where else 
can you indulge in both the sweet 
and the savory, and day-drinking is 
encouraged if not required? When 
you pair this with some raucous drag 

performances, boisterous musical accompani-
ments, and engaged, lively audiences, you have 
an outing that satisfies the soul as well as the 
stomach. Here are five of our favorite drag 
brunches around town. 

ReBar
202 Tuam St.

Once on Saturdays at 12 p.m. and twice on 
Sundays at noon and 2 p.m., ReBar is home to a 
spirited drag brunch starring a rotating group 
of performers that includes contestants from 
RuPaul’s Drag Race. While watching the gor-
geous cast of ladies dressed to the nines, nosh 
on bountiful platters of Southern specialties 
such as shrimp and grits, chicken and waffles, 
and jambalaya balls. All of ReBar’s cocktails 
are solid, but not to be missed are the frozen 
mimosas, available by the glass (if you’re mod-
erate) or the pitcher (if you’re human). 

Hamburger Mary’s
1008 Prairie St.

Although the H-Town outpost of this national 
chain hosts memorable drag shows every day, 
the brunch fetes on Saturdays at noon and 3 
p.m. and Sundays at 1 and 4 p.m. are something 
special with their feisty performer-to-audi-
ence repartee. Hamburger Mary’s numerous 
playful appetizers, entrées, and desserts all 
deserve sampling. Start with the Loaded 
Tatas, your choice of fries or tater tots (go for 
the latter) crowned with melted cheese, sour 
cream, scallions, and tomatoes.  Then move 

on to the Miguel the Pool Boy migas (a sassy 
combination of scrambled eggs, tortilla strips, 
pico de gallo, and black beans) before ending 
with the Fried Twinks,  a deep-fried version of 
the aforementioned snack cake smothered in 
raspberry sauce, strawberries, and whipped 
cream. 

Bar Boheme
307 Fairview St.

Your Sunday Funday itinerary should include 
a stop at Bar Boheme’s drag brunch at 11:30 
a.m. or 2:30 p.m., where charismatic live DJs 
and gregarious drag divas keep the atmosphere 
fun and festive. Although such entertainment 
might keep you glued to your seat, take a break 
to enjoy Bar Boheme’s bountiful brunch buffet, 
with tantalizing options including scrambled 
eggs with mushrooms and goat cheese, french 
toast, Filipino biscuits and gravy, Thai 
chicken, ham and cheese croissants, Bombay 
spinach dip, and churros. Wash it all down 
with one of Boheme’s artful cocktails, such as 
the fragrant and refreshing Bird of Paradise 
(Appleton Rum, ginger beer, simple syrup, lime 
juice) or the potent, designed-to-be-shared 
Boheme Fish Bowl.   

Social Beer Garden
3101 San Jacinto St.

Every Saturday at 2 p.m. is Slay All Day at SBG, 
a show performed by transgender artists on 
the stage of its sprawling campus, which also 

features a cocktail bar, food-truck park, pool 
tables, and a garden flanked by comfy bean 
bags and colorful Adirondack chairs. Drag 

queens and kings also provide entertainment 
on weekends, while the Sunday brunches 
often focus on celebrity-themed tributes. Take 
advantage of the drink specials ($20 bottom-
less mimosas, anyone?) and grab some takeout 
treats from the mobile food carts.

Electric FeelGood
2416 Brazos St.

On one Sunday each month at noon, the 
Electric FeelGood’s monthly hour-long drag 
brunches feature high-energy dancers groov-
ing to the beats of the DJ, as well as appear-
ances by resident queens Muffy Vanderbilt, 
Dessie Love-Blake, Lexus Chandelier, and 
Rachel Bitchface. And while walk-ins are 
welcome, call ahead and reserve a table for the 
best views of these regal gals. When it comes 
to libations, Electric FeelGood is all about the 
bubbles—$30 buckets of Vizzy mimosas and 
$40 buckets of Chandon champagne splits. 
Those still suffering from the prior evening’s 
shenanigans can soothe their stomachs with a 
Hangover Burger dressed with bacon, Bloody 
Mary aioli, and a sunnyside-up egg, or perhaps 
a hearty stack of s’mores pancakes.

Dining with Divas
Five must-visit drag brunches in Houston.

By JOANNA O’LEARY
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Pride Houston 365’s celebration returned to down-
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Chris Anthony Lujan knew that 
Jose Zertuche was the man he 
wanted to marry the very mo-
ment Jose said “Te amo.” 

“It was about eight months 
into our relationship. We would say “te quiero” 
instead of “te amo” because it has a lighter 
meaning, and we weren’t sure if we wanted 
to say it yet. Not because we didn’t know if 
we [loved each other], but because once you 
do, it makes it real and we didn’t want to jinx 
anything,” Chris explains. “We were at a party 
one night and I was a few drinks in, but still 
very aware. I was completely in awe of him, and 
without even thinking I said, ‘Te amo.’ We both 
froze and ran upstairs and actually had the 
conversation. And yes, he did say it back!” 

For Jose, falling in love was almost im-

mediate. “I think I always kind of knew he’s the 
one I wanted to spend my life with. Throughout 
our relationship, it’s always been so much fun 
being with him and learning new things from 
him. But if I have to think of a specific time, 
it was one night when I got dropped off at his 
apartment after my friend’s birthday party. It 
was really late, and he asked if I was hungry. 
He started cooking a meal for me—I’m sure it 
was eggs, potatoes, and bacon. I was just sitting 
there looking at him cooking for me, and I felt 
something I’ve never felt before. It just felt 
right and perfect. I knew it was love, and that I 
wanted to be with him forever.” 

Chris, 24, from Galveston, and Jose, 21, 
from Saltillo, Coahuila, Mexico, are both bar-
tenders and servers at the Pointe West Beach 
Club in Galveston. They actually met in 2018, 

a year before they began dating, when a friend 
introduced them. “Beginning in the summer 
of 2019, we both secretly sought each other 
out through that same friend, and met up on 
a night out,” Jose explains. Before long, there 
was no doubt that they were headed to the al-
tar. In fact, Chris says, “We were planning the 
wedding way before the official engagement.”

When it came to proposing, it was Chris 
who got down on one knee on July 6, 2021. Jose 
had known that Chris was going to propose, 
but he had no idea when or how. “I took him 
back to the spot on the beach where I had asked 
him out [during] a beach picnic. I set up Tiki 
torches and timed it perfectly with the sunset. 
I was so nervous because it was a rainy and 
gloomy day, but it ended up being the most 
perfect one.”

A BEACHSIDE PROPOSAL
Chris Anthony Lujan and Jose Zertuche got engaged

in the same spot where they started dating.

By  JENNY BLOCK  |   Photos by KEN MAURICE STUDIOS

WEDDING GUIDE

Chris Anthony Lujan (l) and Jose Zertuche

http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
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Despite knowing that it was coming, Jose 
says he was still completely taken aback. “I 
was still very surprised, and I was extremely 
happy that it was at the same place he had 
asked me out. He even used the same blanket. 
I was very nervous. But as soon as I talked to 
him and hugged him, I felt so much happiness 
and all the nerves went away,” Jose recalls.  

Chris doesn’t even remember what he said 
to Jose when he proposed. “I’m sure it was 
along the lines of spending the rest of our lives 
together, and I know I called him “baby boy” 
because that’s what I’ve always called him.” 
And as sure as he was that Jose would say 
yes, he still was nervous about what the reply 
would be. 

The couple was married on February 
12, 2022, in Houston, and one of Chris’ best 
friends, Melissa Villalobos, officiated. “She’s 
been a friend for years, and having her really 
made the moment so much more special be-
cause we had a friend there, which was amaz-
ing and felt so good,” Chris says. 

The whole affair went just as the couple 
had hoped, and the most moving moment of the 

WANT TO TELL YOUR STORY?
Email us at letters@outsmartmagazine.com

night for Chris was simply seeing Jose walk 
into the room. “He just looked so handsome, 
and I was completely just happy. I broke.” 

For Jose, the best part came after the cer-
emony. “I think my favorite part of the wedding 
was dinner—having a nice meal and having a 
conversation with my handsome husband was 
amazing,” Jose says. “All the nerves were long 
gone, and I was enjoying the moment. I was 
ready to party with my husband.”

The couple now lives in Texas City and 
could not be happier—which Chris attributes 
to “how much of an amazing man Jose is, from 
his kind heart to everything in between. I’m 
truly so happy and honored that I snagged him 
before anyone else could.” 

For Jose, it’s all about the happiness that 
Chris brings along wherever he goes. “[People 
should know] what a free spirit Chris is, and 
how much happiness he brings to the world. 
Especially to my world!” 
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HOUSTON

2.0
Montrose’s newest dance club is open 
Thursday through Sunday and features 
a daily Happy Hour from 7 to 10 p.m.
2320 Crocker St, Houston TX 77006

Barcode
With the longest daily Happy Hours in 
Montrose from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m., this 
neighborhood watering hole is a popu-
lar spot. Drag shows occur Wednesday 
through Sunday, and the bar hosts 
karaoke on Mondays and Wednesdays.
817 Fairview, Houston TX 77006

Blur Bar 
This multi-level dance club features an 
upstairs lounge and balconies, with 
weekly events including Travesura 
Thursdays and Latin Saturdays.
710 Pacific St, Houston TX 77006

BUDDY’S
“EveryBUDDY’S welcome” at this 
modern LGBTQ bar with “events
as diverse as Houston.” The bar
features cocktails, beer, karaoke,
pool, DJ’s, and more. 
2409 Grant St STE A, Houston TX 77006

Club Crystal
With roots going back to the iconic 
club Inergy, Club Crystal is Houston’s 
original LGBTQ Latino nightclub. Find 
some of Ingegy’s décor (and former 
staff members) at this two-room Latin/
hip-hop club. 
6680 Southwest Freeway, 
Houston TX 77036

Crocker Bar
This comfortably remodeled Montrose 
nightspot offers karaoke on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, and extended Happy 
Hour prices throughout the week.
2312 Crocker, Houston TX 77006

Houston Eagle
As part of the worldwide Eagle family, 
Eagle Houston is the definitive home of 
the man’s man. Leather, bear, or jock, 
you’ll find them all here. This neighbor-
hood bar has multiple levels and 
outdoor decks, and regularly features 

DJs and male dancers.
611 Hyde Blvd., Houston TX 77006

George Country Sports Bar
Regulars rule at this comfortable neigh-
borhood sports bar with dart boards 
and pool tables. Sports fans can watch 
games on televisions (inside as well as 
outside on the 
newly renovated patio), and Steak Night 
with chef Michele Free is on Thursday 
nights.
617 Fairview St, Houston TX 77006

Hamburger Mary’s Houston
This drag-queen themed restaurant 
serves up the best in entertainment, 
delicious food, and gloriously yummy 
drinks.
1008 Prarie St., Houston TX 77006

JR’s Bar & Grill 
Proudly serving Montrose for 40 years, 
JR’s Bar & Grill offers drag Sunday 
through Thursday, karaoke Wednesday 
through Sunday, and daily Happy Hour 
specials on a spacious New Orleans-
style courtyard patio.
808 Pacific St, Houston TX 77006

KIKI
Coming soon.

La Granja Disco y Cantina 
One of Houston’s favorite Latin LGBTQ 
bars, La Granja Disco y Cantina is 
open Wednesday through Sunday and 
features daily Happy Hour prices, DJs, 
drag shows, and karaoke nights. 
5505 Pinemont Dr, Houston TX 77092

Michael’s Outpost
The only piano bar in Montrose offers 
great drinks, award-winning drag 
shows, and a roundup of talented musi-
cians taking turns on the keys seven 
nights a week.
1419 Richmond Ave, Houston TX 77006

Neon Boots Dancehall & Saloon
Houston’s only LGBTQ country dance 
hall is open Wednesdays through Sun-
days and hosts dance classes, steak 
nights, bingo, and karaoke.
11410 Hempstead Hwy, 
Houston TX 77092 
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Charles Garibay
Houston Eagle

Shifts: Monday & Wednesday 4–9 pm, 
Thursday–Saturday 9 pm–2 am, and Sunday Funday 12 Noon–9 pm

What is your favorite shot 
to make? To drink?
I like to make Lemondrops and 
Starf--kers—a tasty Crown Royal
and Red Bull shot!
Where is your favorite place 
to drink when not on duty?
I’m a non-drinker, so you can usually 
find me out riding my bike.
What is a current bar drink 
trend you’d like to see end?
Please end the Mexican Candy
Shots (tequila, watermelon liqueur,
and hot sauce).
What are you best known for?
I’ve been with Mark DeLange, the owner 
of the Eagle, for 10 years since he opened. 
Most people know me for my Blue Balls 
Shot, which is a blueberry vodka mix.
What is the best and worst holiday 
to work?
Best holiday: I’m going to count Pride as 
a holiday, so Pride and Halloween are the 
best because people are in great spirits. 
Worst holiday: New Year’s Eve and St. 
Patrick’s Day, when all of the amateurs 
are out!
Biggest tip from 
one customer?
$500 during a big party when a major 

B E H I N D  T H E  B A R  W I T H  .  .  .

sporting event was in town—$500 
on a two-bottle champagne tab!
Who are the hardest 
customers to please?
Young drunks are the 
most stubborn.
If you weren’t a bartender,
what career would you choose?
I think I always wanted to be 
a commercial airline pilot.
Favorite restaurant?
The small neighborhood taquerias 
in the Second Ward.
Favorite travel spot?
Playa del Carmen, Mexico. 
Dream vacation? 
A European tour starting in the boot
of Italy, then Greece, maybe France,
and the UK.
Best advice to a new bartender 
in an LGBTQ bar?
Be real, be humble, and smile. 
Remember that everyone
is welcome!
Desired super-power?
Gotta be the power of flight—in my 
dreams, I fly!
Theme song? 
The “Peanuts” theme song
from Charlie Brown.

B A R  G U I D E

HOURS:  Mon-Sat 7am–2am • Sunday 12pm–2am
617 Fairview • Houston, Texas • 713.528.8102

SPORTS BAR
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817 W. Dallas
713.571.7870

Nightly Specials – Call for Details
Cold Beverages & Hot Guys!

Houston’s Hottest 
Male Amateur 
Strip Contest 

Headquarters!

http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
http://outsmartmagazine.com 


76   JULY 2022  |  OutSmartMagazine.com

B A R  G U I D E

Papi’s
Houston’s newest Latin LGBTQ club 
offers dancing, drag, and game shows 
all week long. Visit Papi’s and experi-
ence the spicy side of Montrose!
570 Waugh Dr, Houston TX 77019

Pearl Bar 
Houston’s only lesbian bar—one of just 
21 left in the nation—is home to a wide 
variety of events including weekly 
drag-king shows, nationally known  
LGBTQ DJs, and a queer farmers 
market on the patio. 
4216 Washington, Houston TX 77007

ReBar
This full-service venue offers  
distinctive food with Southern flair, 
a popular patio, multiple bars, VIP 
bottle-service areas, a large dance 
floor, and some of Houston’s most 
acclaimed resident DJs. 
202 Tuam St, Houston TX 77006

RIPCORD
Since 1982, this leather bar has been a 
fixture in Houston’s LGBTQ community. 
It’s where the wild, the weird, and the 
kinky gather on a nightly basis and 
everyone is embraced for who they 
are—no pretense, no gatekeeping, just 
pure camaraderie and debauchery. 
715 Fairview, Houston TX 77006

Tony’s Corner Pocket 
If you love a friendly bar staff, sexy 
male dancers, and entertaining 
showgirls, Tony’s Corner Pocket is the 
perfect spot. The bar is open seven 
days a week and hosts shows like 
Tornado Tuesdays, Wepa Wednesdays, 
and Sassy Saturdays.
817 W. Dallas, Houston TX 77019

Viviana’s Nite Club
This weekend-only LGBTQ Latin 
dance club is home to a variety of  
DJs, singers, talent shows, and  
Sunday strippers.
4624 Dacoma St, Houston TX 77092

GALVESTON

23rd St. Station Piano Bar
The piano bar features daily drink 
specials and weekends are filled 
with pulsing music, hot dancers, drag 
shows, and piano tunes.
1706 23rd St, Galveston TX 77550

Robert’s Lafitte
Texas’ oldest bar has been open for 
over half a century, and is home to 
Galveston’s original drag show. 
2501 Avenue Q, Galveston TX 77550

Rumors Beach Bar
Located at the historic Seawall Boule-
vard on 31st Street, this Galveston spot 
offers dancing, food, drinks, drag, and 
a wide variety of themed nights.
3102 Seawall Blvd, Galveston TX 77550

HUNTSVILLE

Ranch Hill Saloon
The first (and only) LGBTQ bar in 
Walker County offers DJs, dancing, 
drink specials, and drag shows.
1000 12th St, 
Huntsville TX 77340

SPRING

The Room
This bar and video lounge has a 
laid-back atmosphere and features 
daily drink specials, karaoke, 
free pool, drag shows, and 
live DJs several nights a week.
4915 FM 2920 #148,
Spring TX 77388

COLLEGE STATION

Halo
The only LGBTQ dance club in 
Bryan/College Station is this sleek 
spot located smack in the middle 
of Aggieland. 
121 North Main Street,
Bryan TX 77803

affirming & affordable outpatient treatment
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BY APPOINTMENT
SAME DAY AVAILABLE
FOR ACUTE ILLNESS

Renaissance Family Clinic
517 West Gray St. • 713.942.7546

MOST INSURANCES 
ACCEPTED

2013-2021
FINALIST

BEST PHYSICIAN

http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
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Readers’ 
Choice 
Winner 

Best 
Massage 
Therapist

ZeppelinMassage.com

713.542.0426

Tom Zeppelin, LMT

MASSAGE

Galveston 
Beach 
Rental

34thandbeachrental@gmail.com 
713/370-1911

MARKETPLACE 
ADVERTISING DEADLINE
July 15  for the August Issue. 

For rates/information
call 713/520-7237.

COMPUTER SERVICES

M A R K E T P L A C E  C L A S S I F I E D S FOR LEASE OR SALE

Send your cover letter 
and resume to 

employment@outsmartmagazine.com

APPLY TODAY!

We have immediate openings for 
experienced advertising executives 

at OutSmart Media Company.

Salary, commissions, and benefi ts.
A creative, fun environment.

EMPLOYMENT

Stay COVID-19 Safe

YOUR COMPUTER ASSISTANT

NOW WITH
REMOTE SUPPORT!

NOW WITH 
REMOTE AND IN HOME SUPPORT!

12903 Concho (Spanish Grant)
3/2.5/1 plus pool and hot tub

$649,500 

1802 Market 
Circa 1928 $749,500 • Norwegian 

Lutheran Seamen Church • Over 4,000 
with 2nd floor huge sanctuary 

1923 Ave M
Circa 1886 $1,195,000

Four bedrooms, 2.5  baths
POOL! Carriage house apartment
Nicely redone! Historic location 

close to Bryan Museum

4406 Avenue Q ½
One story brick circa 1962

2/1/1 with fenced backyard. • $298,500DOES ADVERTISING WORK?

IT JUST DID!
Build your business while 

supporting the community!

FOR RENT

Lynette Lew • 713.582.2202 
Residential and Commercial Realtor
Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate Gary Greene
Gary Greene Commercial Properties

Lynette@LynetteLew.com  |  www.LynetteLew.com

LILLY RODDY
A S T R O L O G E R

Voted BEST ASTROLOGER 
by OutSmart Readers

713.529.5842
Lillycath@aol.com • www.LillyRoddyShow.com

CONSULTATIONS BY 
APPOINTMENT ONLY

GIFT CERTIFICATES • CREDIT CARDS

Right now is the perfect opportunity
TO BE PROUD OF WHO YOU ARE
TO BE COMPASSIONATE TO 
YOURSELF AND OTHERS

Voted BEST ASTROLOGER 

TO SHOW GRATITUDE TO THOSE 
YOU LOVE AND TRULY APPRECIATE

Thank you again 
to my OutSmart 

readers for voting me 
Best Astrologer for 
all of these years.”

Personal astrological sessions

Relationship readings - personal / business

Presentations & lectures to organizations

David@DavidBowers.com
Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate Gary Greene 

2615 Broadway • Galveston, Texas 77550

David Bowers
REALTOR® 
409-763-2800

The Houston 
Women’s Group

A diverse multi-generational, multi-cultural 
feminist group for all women where each 

one defines her own feminism.

Speakers, conversation, and lunch afterward

EVERY SUNDAY • 10:30 AM

FIRST UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST 
5200 Fannin St. @ Southmore Blvd.

Room 302 • Elevator accessible
~ where women learn, connect, and rise!

www.facebook.com/houstonwomensgroup

ANNOUNCEMENTS

http:// www.facebook.com/houstonwomensgroup 
http:// zeppelinmassage.com 
http:// www.lynettelew.com 
http:// www.lillyroddyshow.com 
http://outsmartmagazine.com 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
mailto:david@davidbowers.com
mailto:lynette@lynettelew.com
mailto:lillycath@aol.com
mailto:employment@outsmartmagazine.com
mailto:34thandbeachrental@gmail.com
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CCAATTEERRIINNGG SSEERRVVIICCEESS
David Alcorta Catering
davidalcorta.net ............................................. 832/439-0224

CCBBDD PPRROODDUUCCTTSS
Hydroshack Hydroponics
1138 W 20th St .....................................................713/661-0091

CCHHUURRCCHHEESS//SSPPIIRRIITTUUAALL CCEENNTTEERRSS
Bering Church
1440 Harold ................................................ beringchurch.org
Resurrection MCC
2025 W 11th ........................................................... 713/861-9149
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
5501 Main ..............................................................713/528-0527
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
1805 W. Alabama .......................ststephenshouston.org
Trinity Episcopal Church
1015 Holman St ........................ www.trinitymidtown.org

CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY//NNOONNPPRROOFFIITT
AIDS Foundation Houston
Aidshelp.org ........................................................713/623-6796  
Bering Connect
........................................................................713-526-1017, ext.20
Bunnies on the Bayou
............................................................BunniesOnTheBayou.org
Diana Foundation
.......................................................... .TheDianaFoundation.org  
EPAH 
............................................................................................... EPAH.org 
Greater Houston LGBT Chamber of Commerce
HoustonLGBTChamber.com.....................832/510-3002
Harris County Sheriff’s Office
.................................................................................... hcsojobs.com
Houston LGBTQ+ Political Caucus 
................................................................................... thecaucus.org
KPFT Radio
kpft.org ..................................................................713-526-4000
Lesbian Health Initiative (LHI)
401 Branard .......................................................lhihouston.org
Lesbians Over Age Fifty (L.O.A.F.)
lesbiansoverage50.org............................... .713/907-5378
Pet Patrol
..............................................................................ThePetPatrol.org
Planned Parenthood Gulf Coast
..................................................................ppgulfcoast.org/lgbtq
Ryan White Planning Council
rwpcHouston.org  ............................................713-572-3724
The Woodlands PRIDE
..........................................................thewoodlandstxpride.org

CCOOMMPPUUTTEERRSS//IINNTTEERRNNEETT//IITT SSEERRVVIICCEESS
Copy.com
1201-F Westheimer ............................................713/528-1201

EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONN
Lone Star College North
HN-Info@LoneStar.edu ..................................lonestar.edu

EELLEECCTTRRIICCAALL SSEERRVVIICCEESS
Chipman’s Services
......................................................................................713/376-0323

EENNTTEERRTTAAIINNMMEENNTT//NNIIGGHHTT LLIIFFEE
Alley Theatre 
615 Texas Ave ................................................alleytheatre.org
Colette Houston
1319 Cypress Creek Pkwy Ste 190 ........832/754-6024
DNVRMX PRIDE PARTY
DNVRMX.com ....................................................281/883-6546
Discount Video
730 Hwy 6 South .............................................281/728-4509
Harriet Reynolds – Singer Songwriter
.....................................................................Harrietreynolds.com
JR’s/Santa Fe
808 Pacific ............................................................ 713/521-2519
Midtown Houston
..................................................................Midtownhouston.com
Miller Outdoor Theatre
MillerOutdoorTheatre.com ........................281/373-3386
Out & Proud Live
.................................................................. .outandproudlive.com
Pearl Bar
4216 Washington ..................................PearlHouston.com
ReBar
202 Tuam ...............................................................346/227-8613

AACCCCOOUUNNTTAANNTTSS//BBOOOOKKKKEEEEPPEERRSS// CCPPAASS
Gary Gritz, CPA
230 Westcott, Ste 210................................... 713/784-3030

AADDOOPPTTIIOONN//FFOOSSTTEERR
Vanguard Youth Society
11500 NW Fwy #465.......................................832-620-7204

AADDVVEERRTTIISSIINNGG//MMAARRKKEETTIINNGG 
Ashkan Media
..........................................................................Ashkanmedia.com
Mat Hat Maven Creative
madhatmaven.com ......................................832/460-6263
OutSmart Magazine
3406 Audubon ....................................................713/520-7237

AADDVVEERRTTIISSIINNGG PPRROOMMOOTTIIOONNAALL PPRROODDUUCCTTSS
PromoPrint Group
PromoPrintGroup.com .................................713/234-7006

AAIIRR CCOONNDDIITTIIOONNIINNGG//HHEEAATTIINNGG
Newport A/C & Heating
newportac.com ................................................281/808-8630

AAPPAARRTTMMEENNTTSS//HHOOUUSSIINNGG
Dawson at Stratford Apartments
419 Stratford ...................................................... 346/388-8457

 AARRTT//AARRTT GGAALLLLEERRIIEESS
Bill Arning Exhibitions
604 W. Alabama ....................billarningexhibitions.com
The Menil Collection
1533 Sul Ross ...............................................................menil.org

AASSTTRROOLLOOGGEERR
Lilly Roddy Astrology
......................................................................................713/529-5842

AATTTTOORRNNEEYYSS//LLEEGGAALL SSEERRVVIICCEESS
The Fealy Law Firm, PC / Vicky Fealy
Houston-bankruptcy-attorney.com ... 713/526-5220
deborah Lawson
lawsonlegal.net ................................................. 713/478-2618
Gonzalez Olivieri LLC
gonzalezolivierillc.com ................................ 713/481-3040
Katine & Nechman LLP
1834 Southmore. ................................................ 713/808-1001
Walker Kirkpatrick
..........................................................................................713/552-1117
James S. Walker ....................... Walkertexaslawyer.com
Eric Kirkpatrick ...................................Kirkpatricklaw.com
The Office of Sam Trey Yates
2900 Weslayan St Suite 350  ....................713/ 932-7177

AAUUCCTTIIOONN HHOOUUSSEESS
Gallery Auctions
galleryauctions.com .......................................281-931-0100

AAUUTTOOMMOOTTIIVVEE RREEPPAAIIRRSS
Active Auto 
6427 Washington ............................................7 13/861-1000
Eurocar-Werk
5103 Gulfton Dr ................................................7 13 -661-6428 
Ryan Automotive
716 Fairview. ..................................................... 7 13/522-3602
Tech Auto Maintenance
37 Waugh Dr. ...................................................... 713/863-8244

AAUUTTOOMMOOTTIIVVEE SSAALLEESS 
Fred Haas Toyota World
FredHaasToyota.com  ..................................832/764-8914
Planet Ford
20403 I-45 Spring TX 77388 ................... 866/879-9328
Planet Lincoln
204031 I-45 Spring TX 77388 .................. 888/242-5059

BBAANNKKIINNGG//FFIINNAANNCCIIAALL IINNSSTTIITTUUTTIIOONNSS
Houston Federal Credit Union
HoustonFCU.org .......................................... 866/OUR-HFCU

BBAAKKEERRIIEESS//CCUUSSTTOOMM CCAAKKEESS
David Alcorta Catering
davidalcorta.net ............................................. 832/439-0224
Dessert Gallery
DessertGallery.com .......................................713-522-9999

BBEEVVEERRAAGGEESS
Eureka Heights Brewery
941 W. 18th ...........................................EurekaHeights.com 
Houston Cider Co.
1125 W Cavalcade ............................HoustonCiderTx.com

Society For The Performing Arts  
SPAHouston.org ................................................713/227-4772
Stages Theatre
StagesTheatre.com ......................................... 713-527-0123
Theatre Under The Stars
800 Bagby, Suite 200 .....................................tuts.com/out
Tony’s Corner Pocket
817 W. Dallas .......................................................832/722-7658
White Oak Music Hall
............................................................. whiteoakmusichall.com

FFIINNAANNCCIIAALL PPLLAANNNNIINNGG//BBAANNKKSS 
Broughton Investment Group
thebroughtoninvestmentgroup.com .......... 713/337-4500
Richard Dickson/Galene Financial 
520 Post Oak Ste 780 .....................................713/489-4322
Monalisa Maldonado/Equitable Advisors
3200 SW Freeway Ste 1800 ........................210/425-2130
Shane Theriot/Edward Jones
888-A Avenue D, Katy......................................281/391-6137
Grace Yung/Midtown Financial
3355 Alabama, Ste 180 ................................ 713/355-9833

FFIITTNNEESSSS CCLLUUBBSS//PPEERRSSOONNAALL TTRRAAIINNIINNGG
Club Houston
2205 Fannin  ...................................................... 713/659-4998
John Aaron Online Fitness
www.jaofit.com  ............................................. 832-649-8422
Facet Seven Fitness
................................................................facetsevenfitness.com
Felicia Lee-Sexton Fitness Coaching
13645 Murphy Rd  .......................................... 832/752-5805

FFLLOOOORR CCOOVVEERRIINNGGSS
Floor Coverings International
floorcoveringsinternational.com ....... 832/280-6646

GGAARRDDEENNIINNGG//LLAANNDDSSCCAAPPIINNGG
Fountains & Statuary
11804 Hempstead ..............................................713/957-3672
Hydroshack Hydroponics
1138 W 20th St .....................................................713/661-0091
Joshua’s Native Plants & Antiques 
502 W. 18th St ..................................................... 713/862-7444

GGLLAASSSS SSEERRVVIICCEESS
Lone Star Glass
3804 Bissonnet ..................................................713/661-0091

GGRROOCCEERRYY SSTTOORREE
H-E-B
Multiple locations ......................................................heb.com

HHAAIIRR//NNAAIILL//MMAAKKEE--UUPP SSAALLOONNSS
NU-Cuts Hair Salon
515 Westheimer ..............................................7 13/524-7858

HHEEAALLTTHH CCAARREE––CCOOUUNNSSEELLIINNGG//TTHHEERRAAPPYY
Connections Wellness/Dr. Tracy Carlson
MyConnectionsWellness.com ..............888/580-5995
D. “Woodja” Flanigan, MS, LPA 
2600 SW Fwy, Ste 409 ................................. 713/589-9804
Denise O’Doherty, LPC, LMFT, RN
......................................................................................713/524-9525
Dr. Daniel Garza, MD
3131 Eastside St, Ste 4 ....................................281/610-8190
Dr. Barry F. Gritz, MD
230 Westcott, Ste 210....................................713/869-7400
Jeffrey Myles/JM Professional Services
....................................................................................... 713/447-2164
Cheryl Rhode
4545 Post Oak Pl #370 ................................. 713-203-0495
The Montrose Center
401 Branard ..........................................................713/529-0037
Christine Wysong 
230 Westcott, Ste 210....................................713/869-7400

HEALTH CARE–DENTISTSHEALTH CARE–DENTISTS
Bayou City Smiles/Marcus de Guzman, DDS
2313 Edwards St., Ste. 150 ..............................713/518-1411
Bayou City Smiles/Cynthia Corral, DDS
2313 Edwards St., Ste 150................................713/518-1411
Cory Logan, DDS
530 Waugh Dr. .................................................. 713/942-8598
LifeSmiles by Randy Mitchmore, DDS
1722 W. Alabama .............................................. 713/592-9300
Montrose DDS/Samuel A. Carrell, DDS
620 W Alabama ................................................ 713/529-4364

Montrose DDS/Austin T. Faulk, DDS
620 W Alabama ................................................ 713/529-4364
Polish Dentistry/Daniella Farias, DDS
215 Westheimer ................................................. 713/942-0101

HEALTH CARE-/HIV/COVID TESTINGHEALTH CARE-/HIV/COVID TESTING
Houston Health Department/HIV
.......................................................................houstoniamlife.com
Houston Health Department/COVID
houstontx.gov .................................................. 832-393-4220

HEALTH CARE-EMERGENCY CENTERSHEALTH CARE-EMERGENCY CENTERS
Montrose Emergency Room 24 Hour ER
1110 W. Gray St., #101 ........................................ 713/242-1436 
SignatureCare Emergency Centers
3209 Montrose Blvd .......................................281/709-2897
1925 TC Jester ...................................................832/850-4338
1014 Wirt Rd ........................................................ 832/924-0312
Additional locations ......................................ercare24.com

HEALTH CARE-HIV/STD TESTINGHEALTH CARE-HIV/STD TESTING
Avenue 360
Avenue360.org ..................................................713/426-0027
Legacy Community Health
.................................................LegacyCommunityHealth.org

HEALTH CARE–OPHTHALMOLOGISTSHEALTH CARE–OPHTHALMOLOGISTS
Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD
Greater Houston Eye Consultants
Humble .....................................................................  281/454-2056 
Clear Lake ...................................................................281/484-1186

HEALTH CARE–OPTOMETRISTSHEALTH CARE–OPTOMETRISTS
Boutique Eye Care/Juliet Farmer, OD
1806 Westheimer, Ste. A .............................  713/528-2010
Eye Gallery
1806B Westheimer ........................................... 713/523-1279
1700 Post Oak Blvd, Ste 110 .........................713/622-7470
Montrose Eye Care/ Paul Lovero, OD
520 Waugh Dr..................................................... 713/352-0974

HEALTH CARE/PHARMACIESHEALTH CARE/PHARMACIES
Avita Pharmacy
............................................................ AvitaPharmacy.com/HIV
Legacy Pharmacy
.......... LegacyCommunityHealth.org/services/pharmacy/
Scott Read Pharmacy
540 Waugh Drive ........................................... .832/649-3142

HEALTH CARE–PHYSICIANSHEALTH CARE–PHYSICIANS
Octavio Barrios, MD
507 West Gray .................................................... 713/942-7546
7106 Spencer Highway ................................281/542-9400
Gordon Crofoot, MD/Crofoot MD
3701 Kirby, Ste.1230........................................713/526-0005
One Medical
3300 Kirby, Ste. 1A ..........................................888/663-6331
M. Sandra Scurria, MD
6565 West Loop South, Ste 300 ..............281/661-5901
Derek Smith, AGPCNP-BC/Crofoot MD
3701 Kirby, Ste.1230........................................713/526-0005
Maggie White,MPH FNP-BC AAHIVS/
Wellness Bar by Legacy
120 Westheimer .................................................713/814-3730

HEALTH CARE–SERVICESHEALTH CARE–SERVICES
AIDS Foundation Houston
afhouston.org.....................................................713/623-6796
AIDS Healthcare Foundation
......................................................................................... HIVcare.org
Avenue 360
Avenue360.org ..................................................713/426-0027
Harris County Public Health
Publichealth.harriscountytx.gov ......... 713/439-6293
Houston Health Department
................................................................................... houstontx.gov
Legacy Community Health
LegacyCommunityHealth.org ............... 832/548 5000
Ryan White Planning Council
RWPCHouston.org .......................................... 713/572-3784
St. Hope Foundation
offeringhope.org................................................713/778-1300

HEALTH CARE–SKIN CAREHEALTH CARE–SKIN CARE
Heights Dermatology/Alpesh Desai, MD
2120 Ashland ...................................................... 713/864-2650
SkinCeuticals/Skin Lab
2800 Kirby, Ste. B21 ....................................... 713/559-9300
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DOES ADVERTISING WORK?
IT JUST DID. 

Get listed on this page. Call 713/520-7237 or  
email Marketing@OutSmartMagazine.com

Get listed on this page. 
Call 713/520-7237 for details.Skin Renaissance Laser/Octavio Barrios, MD

507 West Gray .................................................... 713/942-7546

HEALTH CARE-WEIGHT LOSS
Dr. B-Fit / Octavio Barrios, MD
517 West Gray ..................................................... 713/942-7546

HOME FURNISHINGS/ACCESSORIES
Bliss on 19th
235 W.19th ...................................................blisson19th.com 
coda
355 W. 19th ............................................................ 713/864-4411
EKLEKTIC Interiors
1300 Shepherd ................................................ 832/804-6300
Worth Home Products
WorthHP.com .....................................................713/660-0025

INSURANCE AGENCIES/AGENTS
Lane Lewis/Farmers Insurance
2200 North Loop W, Ste 136 .....................713/688-8669

Patrick Torma/Goosehead Insurance
3420 Rusk, Ste. 22 ............................................281/723-1294

INVESTMENTS
Doug Smith/Hawthorne Funds
1210 West Clay, Ste. G ............... HawthorneFunds.com

JEWELERS
Silverlust
1338-C Westheimer .....................................7 13/520-5440
Tenenbaum Jewelers
4310 Westheimer ................ .TenenbaumJewelers.com
Zadok Jewelers
1801 Post Oak Blvd, Ste. 100 ............................Zadok.com

LEATHER GOODS
Montrose Forge
3423 White Oak ................................................ 713/893-5002
Sir Rat Leather and Gear LLC
711 Fairview .................................................sirratleather.com

LIQUOR/WINE & SPIRITS
FIX Vodka
.................................................................................... FixVodka.com
Spec’s Wine Spirits & Finer Foods
2410 Smith ................................................... specsonline.com

MASSAGE THERAPISTS
Ryan Fugate, RMT
RyanMassageWorks.com...........................713/269-7926

MUSEUMS
Galveston Railroad Museum
galvestonrrmuseum.org ...........................409/765-5700

NUTRITIONAL SUPPLEMENTS
Pure For Men
.............................................................................PureForMen.com

PEST CONTROL SERVICES & TRAPPING
Andy’s All Star Pest Control

....................................................................................... 713/732-7742

PET SERVICES & SUPPLIES
Bayou City Veterinary Hospital
4720 Washington ............................................ 713/343-9909
Midtown Veterinary Hospital
MidtownVetHospital.com .......................... 713-528-4900
The Urban Vet/Dr. Eric Cagle
2625 Louisiana St. Ste D100 ................... 713/903-2364
Vergi 24/7 Emergency & Critical Care Hospital
8921 Katy Freeway ..........................................713/932-9589
West Alabama Animal Clinic
2030 W. Alabama ............................................. 713/528-0818

PHOTOGRAPHERS
Dalton DeHart Photography
DaltonDehart.com ........................................... 713/622-2202
Iris In Bloom
IrisInBloom.net ................................................ 281/819-0006
SweetSpiritPhotos
SweetSpirit.photos ...........................................713/376-3771
Yvonne Feece Photography
yvonnefeece.com ........................................... 832/876-1053

PLUMBING
In The Loop Plumbing Services
....................................................................................346/253-4444
MET Plumbing
...................................................................................... 832-221-7628

U-Plumb-It Plumbing Supply
1424 Montrose .....................................................713-942-2277

POOLS & POOL SERVICES
Venture Pools
....................................................................................... 713/447-9201

PRINTING/COPY CENTERS
2daypostcards.com
621 Richmond .................................................... 713/224-8808
Copy.com
1201-F Westheimer ............................................713/528-1201

REAL ESTATE -ARCHITECTS
Morningside Architects
4229 Bellaire Blvd. ...........................................713/529-2630

REAL ESTATE –HOME CONSTRUCTION
SABO Custom Builders
Sabocustombuilders.com ............................713/344-1241
Greymark Construction
Greymarkconstruction.com ......................713/722-7226

REAL ESTATE–MORTGAGE/TITLE  
Janet Friedman/J Friedman Mortgage
JFriedmanLoans.com ....................................713-785-5626 
Chicago Title –Inner Loop
3700 Buffalo Speedway ................................713/418-7000
Cody Grizzoffi/NRL Mortgage
Codygrizzoffi.com ............................................. 832-541-1103
Cari Middaugh/AmCap Mortgage
myamcap.com/cari-middaugh/............ 281/450-2235
Lyn Sullivan /Alamo Title
4265 San Felipe, Ste 520 ............................. 713/228-0801

REAL ESTATE–REALTORS 
Brooks Ballard/Engel & Volkers
309 Gray.................................................................. 713/522-7474
David Batagower/Compass Realty
bayoucitypropertygroup.com ................ 713/523-8609
Scott Brown/Greenwood King
....................................................................................... 713/861-1000
David Bowers/The House Company/Galveston
David@DavidBowers.com .......................409/763-2800
Mike Copenhaver/Remax Metro
mikecopenhaver@remax.net  ................ 713/528-4963
Karen Derr/Karen Derr Realty
karenderr.com ................................................... 713/875-7050
Tom Eickleberry/Pride Street Realty
TomSellsHoustonHomes.com................... 713/201-5257
Rock Edwards/Rock Edwards & Associates
Rockedwards.com ...........................................713/409-1729
Jeremy Fain/Greenwood King Properties
3201 Kirby Dr ........................................................713/677-4337
William J Finnorn/Martha Turner Sotheby’s
William.Finnorn@sir.com  ..........................832/221-7628
Paul Gomberg/The Rock Star Real Estate Group
......................................................................................713-446-8810
Richard Hill
RichardHill.com ............................................... 713/863-9494
Houston Association of Realtors      
har.com .................................................................. 713/629-1900
Debbie Levine/Greenwood King Properties
3201 Kirby Drive ................................................713/942-6857
Lynette Lew/Better Homes and Gardens
LynetteLew.com. ..............................................713/582-2202
Jose Ocque/Gary Greene-Post Oak Park 
1177 W. Loop South, Ste 1200..................... 713/301-1136
Thomas Phillips/City Side Properties Exp Realty
.................................................................................... 832/305-7848
Danny Pleason/Martha Turner/Sotheby’s
dannypleason.com ......................................... 832/661-1502 
Redfin Realtors
4000 Washington Ave #303 .................... 832/529-2983
Richard Ray/Douglas Elliman
........................................................................................713/416-3931
Todd Russo/Gary Greene
15103 Mason Rd Suite A-1 ............................832/803-9177
Tom Schwenk/Tom’s Galveston Real Estate 
Tomsgalvestonrealestate.com .............. .713/857-2309
LeeRoy Smith/GaryGreene
1702 W Gray St Ste 200 .................................832/221-7628
VJ Tramonte/Joe Tramonte Realty 
1802 Broadway/Galveston ........................409/765-9837
Martha Turner Properties
Marthaturner.com .............................................713/520-1981
Jessica Wahlquist/NAN Properties/Christie’s
..................................................................................... .972/971-6742
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PRESERVING YEARS OF
HOUSTON LGBTQ HISTORY!

Help us fund the digitalization and cataloging of 
 more than a million community photos by making a donation.

Info@DaltonDeHart.com I P.O. Box 22641 I Houston, TX 77277

www.DaltonDeHart.com

Our Legacy Through The Lens

PHOTOGRAPHIC FOUNDATION

PHOTOGRAPHIC FOUNDATION

Andy Weber/Sotheby’s International Realty
520 Post Oak .......................................................713/724-4306
Christopher Williams/Gary Greene-Post Oak
1177 W. Loop South, Ste 1200..................... 713/885-4419

RESTAURANTS/COFFEE/WINE BARS
Candente Tex-Mex Grill
4306 Yoakum .......................................................346/867-1156
Chapultepec Lupita
813 Richmond .....................................................713/522-2365
Dessert Gallery
DessertGallery.com .......................................713-522-9999
Eugene’s
1985 Welch St .....................................................713/807-8883
Free Grillin’/Chef Michele 
......................................................................................832/419-0165
Giacomo’s cibo e vino
3215 Westheimer...............................................713/522-1934

Harold’s In the Heights
350 W. 19th ..........................................................713/360-6204
Houston Cider Co.
1125 W Cavalcade ............................HoustonCiderTx.com
Niko Niko’s
2520 Montrose...................................................713/528-4976
93’ Til
1601 W Main St ................................................. 281/846-6405
Pho 518!
9330 Broadway, #416 ..................................832/736-9903
Sable Gate Winery
2600 Travis Ste 104 ...........................................713/360-7113
Shoot the Moon
8155 Longpoint Rd ..........................................281/888-4801
Urban Eats
3414 Washington Ave .................... feasturbaneats.com

RUG SERVICES
Khan’s Rug Washing
KhansRugs.com ........................................... 713/960-82002

SPORTS
HoustonSabercats
...............................................................Houstonsabercats.com

Houston Astros
.......................................................................HoustonAstros.com
Houston Dash & Dynamo
...................................................................HoustonDynamo.com
Sugar Land Space Cowboys
....................................................................milb.com/sugar-land

STORAGE
Morningstar Storage The Heights
4495 Katy Fwy .................................................. 281-728-4509

TELEVISION STATIONS
KHOU/Channel 11
5718 Westheimer.......................................................khoucom

TOURS
Mr. McKinney’s Historic Houston Tours
MisterMcKinney.com ....................................713/364-8674

TRAVEL/TRAVEL AGENCIES
Concierge Travel, Inc
4920 Mimosa ......................................................... 713/661-2117
Galveston Tourism 
.....................................................................  visitgalveston.com

WEDDING SERVICES/CATERERS
David Alcorta Catering
davidalcorta.net ............................................. 832/439-0224

WEDDING SERVICES/PHOTO/VIDEO
Dalton DeHart Photography
DaltonDehart.com ........................................... 713/622-2202
Yvonne Feece-Tran Photography
yvonnefeece.com ........................................... 832/876-1053
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CATERING SERVICES
David Alcorta Catering
davidalcorta.net ............................................. 832/439-0224

CBD PRODUCTS
Hydroshack Hydroponics
1138 W 20th St .....................................................713/661-0091

CHURCHES/SPIRITUAL CENTERS
Bering Church
1440 Harold ................................................ beringchurch.org
Resurrection MCC
2025 W 11th ........................................................... 713/861-9149
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
5501 Main ..............................................................713/528-0527
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
1805 W. Alabama .......................ststephenshouston.org
Trinity Episcopal Church
1015 Holman St ........................ www.trinitymidtown.org

COMMUNITY/NONPROFIT
AIDS Foundation Houston
Aidshelp.org ........................................................713/623-6796  
Bering Connect
........................................................................713-526-1017, ext.20
Bunnies on the Bayou
............................................................BunniesOnTheBayou.org
Diana Foundation
.......................................................... .TheDianaFoundation.org  
EPAH 
............................................................................................... EPAH.org 
Greater Houston LGBT Chamber of Commerce
HoustonLGBTChamber.com.....................832/510-3002
Harris County Sheriff’s Office
.................................................................................... hcsojobs.com
Houston LGBTQ+ Political Caucus 
................................................................................... thecaucus.org
KPFT Radio
kpft.org ..................................................................713-526-4000
Lesbian Health Initiative (LHI)
401 Branard .......................................................lhihouston.org
Lesbians Over Age Fifty (L.O.A.F.)
lesbiansoverage50.org............................... .713/907-5378
Pet Patrol
..............................................................................ThePetPatrol.org
Planned Parenthood Gulf Coast
..................................................................ppgulfcoast.org/lgbtq
Ryan White Planning Council
rwpcHouston.org  ............................................713-572-3724
The Woodlands PRIDE
..........................................................thewoodlandstxpride.org

COMPUTERS/INTERNET/IT SERVICES
Copy.com
1201-F Westheimer ............................................713/528-1201

EDUCATION
Lone Star College North
HN-Info@LoneStar.edu ..................................lonestar.edu

ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Chipman’s Services
......................................................................................713/376-0323

ENTERTAINMENT/NIGHT LIFE
Alley Theatre 
615 Texas Ave ................................................alleytheatre.org
Colette Houston
1319 Cypress Creek Pkwy Ste 190 ........832/754-6024
DNVRMX PRIDE PARTY
DNVRMX.com ....................................................281/883-6546
Discount Video
730 Hwy 6 South .............................................281/728-4509
Harriet Reynolds – Singer Songwriter
.....................................................................Harrietreynolds.com
JR’s/Santa Fe
808 Pacific ............................................................ 713/521-2519
Midtown Houston
..................................................................Midtownhouston.com
Miller Outdoor Theatre
MillerOutdoorTheatre.com ........................281/373-3386
Out & Proud Live
.................................................................. .outandproudlive.com
Pearl Bar
4216 Washington ..................................PearlHouston.com
ReBar
202 Tuam ...............................................................346/227-8613

ACCOUNTANTS/BOOKKEEPERS/ CPAS
Gary Gritz, CPA
230 Westcott, Ste 210................................... 713/784-3030

ADOPTION/FOSTER
Vanguard Youth Society
11500 NW Fwy #465.......................................832-620-7204

ADVERTISING/MARKETING 
Ashkan Media
..........................................................................Ashkanmedia.com
Mat Hat Maven Creative
madhatmaven.com ......................................832/460-6263
OutSmart Magazine
3406 Audubon ....................................................713/520-7237

ADVERTISING PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS
PromoPrint Group
PromoPrintGroup.com .................................713/234-7006

AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING
Newport A/C & Heating
newportac.com ................................................281/808-8630

APARTMENTS/HOUSING
Dawson at Stratford Apartments
419 Stratford ...................................................... 346/388-8457

 ART/ART GALLERIES
Bill Arning Exhibitions
604 W. Alabama ....................billarningexhibitions.com
The Menil Collection
1533 Sul Ross ...............................................................menil.org

ASTROLOGER
Lilly Roddy Astrology
......................................................................................713/529-5842

ATTORNEYS/LEGAL SERVICES
The Fealy Law Firm, PC / Vicky Fealy
Houston-bankruptcy-attorney.com ... 713/526-5220
deborah Lawson
lawsonlegal.net ................................................. 713/478-2618
Gonzalez Olivieri LLC
gonzalezolivierillc.com ................................ 713/481-3040
Katine & Nechman LLP
1834 Southmore. ................................................ 713/808-1001
Walker Kirkpatrick
..........................................................................................713/552-1117
James S. Walker ....................... Walkertexaslawyer.com
Eric Kirkpatrick ...................................Kirkpatricklaw.com
The Office of Sam Trey Yates
2900 Weslayan St Suite 350  ....................713/ 932-7177

AUCTION HOUSES
Gallery Auctions
galleryauctions.com .......................................281-931-0100

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS
Active Auto 
6427 Washington ............................................7 13/861-1000
Eurocar-Werk
5103 Gulfton Dr ................................................7 13 -661-6428 
Ryan Automotive
716 Fairview. ..................................................... 7 13/522-3602
Tech Auto Maintenance
37 Waugh Dr. ...................................................... 713/863-8244

AUTOMOTIVE SALES 
Fred Haas Toyota World
FredHaasToyota.com  ..................................832/764-8914
Planet Ford
20403 I-45 Spring TX 77388 ................... 866/879-9328
Planet Lincoln
204031 I-45 Spring TX 77388 .................. 888/242-5059

BANKING/FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Houston Federal Credit Union
HoustonFCU.org .......................................... 866/OUR-HFCU

BAKERIES/CUSTOM CAKES
David Alcorta Catering
davidalcorta.net ............................................. 832/439-0224
Dessert Gallery
DessertGallery.com .......................................713-522-9999

BEVERAGES
Eureka Heights Brewery
941 W. 18th ...........................................EurekaHeights.com 
Houston Cider Co.
1125 W Cavalcade ............................HoustonCiderTx.com

Society For The Performing Arts  
SPAHouston.org ................................................713/227-4772
Stages Theatre
StagesTheatre.com ......................................... 713-527-0123
Theatre Under The Stars
800 Bagby, Suite 200 .....................................tuts.com/out
Tony’s Corner Pocket
817 W. Dallas .......................................................832/722-7658
White Oak Music Hall
............................................................. whiteoakmusichall.com

FINANCIAL PLANNING/BANKS 
Broughton Investment Group
thebroughtoninvestmentgroup.com .......... 713/337-4500
Richard Dickson/Galene Financial 
520 Post Oak Ste 780 .....................................713/489-4322
Monalisa Maldonado/Equitable Advisors
3200 SW Freeway Ste 1800 ........................210/425-2130
Shane Theriot/Edward Jones
888-A Avenue D, Katy......................................281/391-6137
Grace Yung/Midtown Financial
3355 Alabama, Ste 180 ................................ 713/355-9833

FITNESS CLUBS/PERSONAL TRAINING
Club Houston
2205 Fannin  ...................................................... 713/659-4998
John Aaron Online Fitness
www.jaofit.com  ............................................. 832-649-8422
Facet Seven Fitness
................................................................facetsevenfitness.com
Felicia Lee-Sexton Fitness Coaching
13645 Murphy Rd  .......................................... 832/752-5805

FLOOR COVERINGS
Floor Coverings International
floorcoveringsinternational.com ....... 832/280-6646

GARDENING/LANDSCAPING
Fountains & Statuary
11804 Hempstead ..............................................713/957-3672
Hydroshack Hydroponics
1138 W 20th St .....................................................713/661-0091
Joshua’s Native Plants & Antiques 
502 W. 18th St ..................................................... 713/862-7444

GLASS SERVICES
Lone Star Glass
3804 Bissonnet ..................................................713/661-0091

GROCERY STORE
H-E-B
Multiple locations ......................................................heb.com

HAIR/NAIL/MAKE-UP SALONS
NU-Cuts Hair Salon
515 Westheimer ..............................................7 13/524-7858

HEALTH CARE–COUNSELING/THERAPY
Connections Wellness/Dr. Tracy Carlson
MyConnectionsWellness.com ..............888/580-5995
D. “Woodja” Flanigan, MS, LPA 
2600 SW Fwy, Ste 409 ................................. 713/589-9804
Denise O’Doherty, LPC, LMFT, RN
......................................................................................713/524-9525
Dr. Daniel Garza, MD
3131 Eastside St, Ste 4 ....................................281/610-8190
Dr. Barry F. Gritz, MD
230 Westcott, Ste 210....................................713/869-7400
Jeffrey Myles/JM Professional Services
....................................................................................... 713/447-2164
Cheryl Rhode
4545 Post Oak Pl #370 ................................. 713-203-0495
The Montrose Center
401 Branard ..........................................................713/529-0037
Christine Wysong 
230 Westcott, Ste 210....................................713/869-7400

HEALTH CARE–DENTISTS
Bayou City Smiles/Marcus de Guzman, DDS
2313 Edwards St., Ste. 150 ..............................713/518-1411
Bayou City Smiles/Cynthia Corral, DDS
2313 Edwards St., Ste 150................................713/518-1411
Cory Logan, DDS
530 Waugh Dr. .................................................. 713/942-8598
LifeSmiles by Randy Mitchmore, DDS
1722 W. Alabama .............................................. 713/592-9300
Montrose DDS/Samuel A. Carrell, DDS
620 W Alabama ................................................ 713/529-4364

Montrose DDS/Austin T. Faulk, DDS
620 W Alabama ................................................ 713/529-4364
Polish Dentistry/Daniella Farias, DDS
215 Westheimer ................................................. 713/942-0101

HEALTH CARE-/HIV/COVID TESTING
Houston Health Department/HIV
.......................................................................houstoniamlife.com
Houston Health Department/COVID
houstontx.gov .................................................. 832-393-4220

HEALTH CARE-EMERGENCY CENTERS
Montrose Emergency Room 24 Hour ER
1110 W. Gray St., #101 ........................................ 713/242-1436 
SignatureCare Emergency Centers
3209 Montrose Blvd .......................................281/709-2897
1925 TC Jester ...................................................832/850-4338
1014 Wirt Rd ........................................................ 832/924-0312
Additional locations ......................................ercare24.com

HEALTH CARE-HIV/STD TESTING
Avenue 360
Avenue360.org ..................................................713/426-0027
Legacy Community Health
.................................................LegacyCommunityHealth.org

HEALTH CARE–OPHTHALMOLOGISTS
Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD
Greater Houston Eye Consultants
Humble .....................................................................  281/454-2056 
Clear Lake ...................................................................281/484-1186

HEALTH CARE–OPTOMETRISTS
Boutique Eye Care/Juliet Farmer, OD
1806 Westheimer, Ste. A .............................  713/528-2010
Eye Gallery
1806B Westheimer ........................................... 713/523-1279
1700 Post Oak Blvd, Ste 110 .........................713/622-7470
Montrose Eye Care/ Paul Lovero, OD
520 Waugh Dr..................................................... 713/352-0974

HEALTH CARE/PHARMACIES
Avita Pharmacy
............................................................ AvitaPharmacy.com/HIV
Legacy Pharmacy
.......... LegacyCommunityHealth.org/services/pharmacy/
Scott Read Pharmacy
540 Waugh Drive ........................................... .832/649-3142

HEALTH CARE–PHYSICIANS
Octavio Barrios, MD
507 West Gray .................................................... 713/942-7546
7106 Spencer Highway ................................281/542-9400
Gordon Crofoot, MD/Crofoot MD
3701 Kirby, Ste.1230........................................713/526-0005
One Medical
3300 Kirby, Ste. 1A ..........................................888/663-6331
M. Sandra Scurria, MD
6565 West Loop South, Ste 300 ..............281/661-5901
Derek Smith, AGPCNP-BC/Crofoot MD
3701 Kirby, Ste.1230........................................713/526-0005
Maggie White,MPH FNP-BC AAHIVS/
Wellness Bar by Legacy
120 Westheimer .................................................713/814-3730

HEALTH CARE–SERVICES
AIDS Foundation Houston
afhouston.org.....................................................713/623-6796
AIDS Healthcare Foundation
......................................................................................... HIVcare.org
Avenue 360
Avenue360.org ..................................................713/426-0027
Harris County Public Health
Publichealth.harriscountytx.gov ......... 713/439-6293
Houston Health Department
................................................................................... houstontx.gov
Legacy Community Health
LegacyCommunityHealth.org ............... 832/548 5000
Ryan White Planning Council
RWPCHouston.org .......................................... 713/572-3784
St. Hope Foundation
offeringhope.org................................................713/778-1300

HEALTH CARE–SKIN CARE
Heights Dermatology/Alpesh Desai, MD
2120 Ashland ...................................................... 713/864-2650
SkinCeuticals/Skin Lab
2800 Kirby, Ste. B21 ....................................... 713/559-9300
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DOES ADVERTISING WORK?
IT JUST DID. 

Get listed on this page. Call 713/520-7237 or  
email Marketing@OutSmartMagazine.com

Get listed on this page. 
Call 713/520-7237 for details.Skin Renaissance Laser/Octavio Barrios, MD

507 West Gray .................................................... 713/942-7546

HEALTH CARE-WEIGHT LOSS
Dr. B-Fit / Octavio Barrios, MD
517 West Gray ..................................................... 713/942-7546

HOME FURNISHINGS/ACCESSORIES
Bliss on 19th
235 W.19th ...................................................blisson19th.com 
coda
355 W. 19th ............................................................ 713/864-4411
EKLEKTIC Interiors
1300 Shepherd ................................................ 832/804-6300
Worth Home Products
WorthHP.com .....................................................713/660-0025

INSURANCE AGENCIES/AGENTS
Lane Lewis/Farmers Insurance
2200 North Loop W, Ste 136 .....................713/688-8669

Patrick Torma/Goosehead Insurance
3420 Rusk, Ste. 22 ............................................281/723-1294

INVESTMENTS
Doug Smith/Hawthorne Funds
1210 West Clay, Ste. G ............... HawthorneFunds.com

JEWELERS
Silverlust
1338-C Westheimer .....................................7 13/520-5440
Tenenbaum Jewelers
4310 Westheimer ................ .TenenbaumJewelers.com
Zadok Jewelers
1801 Post Oak Blvd, Ste. 100 ............................Zadok.com

LEATHER GOODS
Montrose Forge
3423 White Oak ................................................ 713/893-5002
Sir Rat Leather and Gear LLC
711 Fairview .................................................sirratleather.com

LIQUOR/WINE & SPIRITS
FIX Vodka
.................................................................................... FixVodka.com
Spec’s Wine Spirits & Finer Foods
2410 Smith ................................................... specsonline.com

MASSAGE THERAPISTS
Ryan Fugate, RMT
RyanMassageWorks.com...........................713/269-7926

MUSEUMS
Galveston Railroad Museum
galvestonrrmuseum.org ...........................409/765-5700

NUTRITIONAL SUPPLEMENTS
Pure For Men
.............................................................................PureForMen.com

PEST CONTROL SERVICES & TRAPPING
Andy’s All Star Pest Control

....................................................................................... 713/732-7742

PET SERVICES & SUPPLIES
Bayou City Veterinary Hospital
4720 Washington ............................................ 713/343-9909
Midtown Veterinary Hospital
MidtownVetHospital.com .......................... 713-528-4900
The Urban Vet/Dr. Eric Cagle
2625 Louisiana St. Ste D100 ................... 713/903-2364
Vergi 24/7 Emergency & Critical Care Hospital
8921 Katy Freeway ..........................................713/932-9589
West Alabama Animal Clinic
2030 W. Alabama ............................................. 713/528-0818

PHOTOGRAPHERS
Dalton DeHart Photography
DaltonDehart.com ........................................... 713/622-2202
Iris In Bloom
IrisInBloom.net ................................................ 281/819-0006
SweetSpiritPhotos
SweetSpirit.photos ...........................................713/376-3771
Yvonne Feece Photography
yvonnefeece.com ........................................... 832/876-1053

PLUMBING
In The Loop Plumbing Services
....................................................................................346/253-4444
MET Plumbing
...................................................................................... 832-221-7628

U-Plumb-It Plumbing Supply
1424 Montrose .....................................................713-942-2277

POOLS & POOL SERVICES
Venture Pools
....................................................................................... 713/447-9201

PRINTING/COPY CENTERS
2daypostcards.com
621 Richmond .................................................... 713/224-8808
Copy.com
1201-F Westheimer ............................................713/528-1201

REAL ESTATE -ARCHITECTS
Morningside Architects
4229 Bellaire Blvd. ...........................................713/529-2630

REAL ESTATE –HOME CONSTRUCTION
SABO Custom Builders
Sabocustombuilders.com ............................713/344-1241
Greymark Construction
Greymarkconstruction.com ......................713/722-7226

REAL ESTATE–MORTGAGE/TITLE  
Janet Friedman/J Friedman Mortgage
JFriedmanLoans.com ....................................713-785-5626 
Chicago Title –Inner Loop
3700 Buffalo Speedway ................................713/418-7000
Cody Grizzoffi/NRL Mortgage
Codygrizzoffi.com ............................................. 832-541-1103
Cari Middaugh/AmCap Mortgage
myamcap.com/cari-middaugh/............ 281/450-2235
Lyn Sullivan /Alamo Title
4265 San Felipe, Ste 520 ............................. 713/228-0801

REAL ESTATE–REALTORS 
Brooks Ballard/Engel & Volkers
309 Gray.................................................................. 713/522-7474
David Batagower/Compass Realty
bayoucitypropertygroup.com ................ 713/523-8609
Scott Brown/Greenwood King
....................................................................................... 713/861-1000
David Bowers/The House Company/Galveston
David@DavidBowers.com .......................409/763-2800
Mike Copenhaver/Remax Metro
mikecopenhaver@remax.net  ................ 713/528-4963
Karen Derr/Karen Derr Realty
karenderr.com ................................................... 713/875-7050
Tom Eickleberry/Pride Street Realty
TomSellsHoustonHomes.com................... 713/201-5257
Rock Edwards/Rock Edwards & Associates
Rockedwards.com ...........................................713/409-1729
Jeremy Fain/Greenwood King Properties
3201 Kirby Dr ........................................................713/677-4337
William J Finnorn/Martha Turner Sotheby’s
William.Finnorn@sir.com  ..........................832/221-7628
Paul Gomberg/The Rock Star Real Estate Group
......................................................................................713-446-8810
Richard Hill
RichardHill.com ............................................... 713/863-9494
Houston Association of Realtors      
har.com .................................................................. 713/629-1900
Debbie Levine/Greenwood King Properties
3201 Kirby Drive ................................................713/942-6857
Lynette Lew/Better Homes and Gardens
LynetteLew.com. ..............................................713/582-2202
Jose Ocque/Gary Greene-Post Oak Park 
1177 W. Loop South, Ste 1200..................... 713/301-1136
Thomas Phillips/City Side Properties Exp Realty
.................................................................................... 832/305-7848
Danny Pleason/Martha Turner/Sotheby’s
dannypleason.com ......................................... 832/661-1502 
Redfin Realtors
4000 Washington Ave #303 .................... 832/529-2983
Richard Ray/Douglas Elliman
........................................................................................713/416-3931
Todd Russo/Gary Greene
15103 Mason Rd Suite A-1 ............................832/803-9177
Tom Schwenk/Tom’s Galveston Real Estate 
Tomsgalvestonrealestate.com .............. .713/857-2309
LeeRoy Smith/GaryGreene
1702 W Gray St Ste 200 .................................832/221-7628
VJ Tramonte/Joe Tramonte Realty 
1802 Broadway/Galveston ........................409/765-9837
Martha Turner Properties
Marthaturner.com .............................................713/520-1981
Jessica Wahlquist/NAN Properties/Christie’s
..................................................................................... .972/971-6742
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PRESERVING YEARS OF
HOUSTON LGBTQ HISTORY!

Help us fund the digitalization and cataloging of 
 more than a million community photos by making a donation.

Info@DaltonDeHart.com I P.O. Box 22641 I Houston, TX 77277

www.DaltonDeHart.com

Our Legacy Through The Lens

PHOTOGRAPHIC FOUNDATION

PHOTOGRAPHIC FOUNDATION

Andy Weber/Sotheby’s International Realty
520 Post Oak .......................................................713/724-4306
Christopher Williams/Gary Greene-Post Oak
1177 W. Loop South, Ste 1200..................... 713/885-4419

RESTAURANTS/COFFEE/WINE BARS
Candente Tex-Mex Grill
4306 Yoakum .......................................................346/867-1156
Chapultepec Lupita
813 Richmond .....................................................713/522-2365
Dessert Gallery
DessertGallery.com .......................................713-522-9999
Eugene’s
1985 Welch St .....................................................713/807-8883
Free Grillin’/Chef Michele 
......................................................................................832/419-0165
Giacomo’s cibo e vino
3215 Westheimer...............................................713/522-1934

Harold’s In the Heights
350 W. 19th ..........................................................713/360-6204
Houston Cider Co.
1125 W Cavalcade ............................HoustonCiderTx.com
Niko Niko’s
2520 Montrose...................................................713/528-4976
93’ Til
1601 W Main St ................................................. 281/846-6405
Pho 518!
9330 Broadway, #416 ..................................832/736-9903
Sable Gate Winery
2600 Travis Ste 104 ...........................................713/360-7113
Shoot the Moon
8155 Longpoint Rd ..........................................281/888-4801
Urban Eats
3414 Washington Ave .................... feasturbaneats.com

RUG SERVICES
Khan’s Rug Washing
KhansRugs.com ........................................... 713/960-82002

SPORTS
HoustonSabercats
...............................................................Houstonsabercats.com

Houston Astros
.......................................................................HoustonAstros.com
Houston Dash & Dynamo
...................................................................HoustonDynamo.com
Sugar Land Space Cowboys
....................................................................milb.com/sugar-land

STORAGE
Morningstar Storage The Heights
4495 Katy Fwy .................................................. 281-728-4509

TELEVISION STATIONS
KHOU/Channel 11
5718 Westheimer.......................................................khoucom

TOURS
Mr. McKinney’s Historic Houston Tours
MisterMcKinney.com ....................................713/364-8674

TRAVEL/TRAVEL AGENCIES
Concierge Travel, Inc
4920 Mimosa ......................................................... 713/661-2117
Galveston Tourism 
.....................................................................  visitgalveston.com

WEDDING SERVICES/CATERERS
David Alcorta Catering
davidalcorta.net ............................................. 832/439-0224

WEDDING SERVICES/PHOTO/VIDEO
Dalton DeHart Photography
DaltonDehart.com ........................................... 713/622-2202
Yvonne Feece-Tran Photography
yvonnefeece.com ........................................... 832/876-1053
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ARIES (Mar. 21–Apr. 19)
This continues to be an active time for you. The overall en-
ergy will be positive through March of 2023. You are feeling 
more confident and less patient. This continues to be a 
good time to start new projects or to push yourself forward 
in your career or achieving your goals. Your home life is 
also very active, and you may want to do some home im-
provements. You are managing your daily activities much 
better, and by midmonth you are ready to have some fun. If 
you have children, this is a better time to be around them! 
Spending money becomes easier after July 5. Relationship 
energies are still positive for both singles and couples!
 
TAURUS (Apr. 20–May 20)
July will be a very active month for you, and the energy 
continues through mid-August. You will be more willing 
to take risks that benefit you directly. You will also be less 
patient with people you normally ignore. This is a great 
time to get in shape, improve your diet, and just take better 
care of yourself. Your career drive continues to push you 
forward to reach your goals or even do something on 
your own. Home and family become more important in 
the latter half of the month. You will want to make some 
home improvements, both inside and out. By the end of 
the month, you will want more freedom to make choices in 
your life. Restrictive elements can be very triggering since 
your patience may be at an all-time low! Take a step back, 
develop a plan, and then act!

GEMINI (May 21–June 21)
You are more active this month and feeling the energy 
flowing. Relationships and any negotiations are greatly 
improved this month. If you are involved, this is a great 
time for some reconnecting. If you are single, you are more 

magnetic and likely to attract some new people into your 
life. Finances are highlighted this month. You are looking at 
long-term plans, investments, and expanding your services 
to increase your income. Career energies come and go, 
but it ’s a very good time for those who like what they do. If 
you’re searching for something that really energizes you, 
your goal may be in sight. You communicate more clearly 
in the latter half of the month. Friends can be very sup-
portive this month!
 
CANCER (June 22–July 22)
Happy Birthday to the Moon Kids! This is your yearly per-
sonal cycle of endings and renewals. Prior to your birthday, 
you are more introspective and may need more time to 
yourself. After your birthday, you are ready to set new 
goals and explore new paths. Your career area continues to 
be very active, as you could be looking for a better position 
and improving your social-media presence. Friends, social 
groups, and professional networks are very positive for 
you this month. People are more open to your ideas and 
points of view, and more willing to support your work. In 
the latter half of the month, you are feeling more grounded 
and wanting to create a more secure income stream. You 
are also more likely to spend money impulsively, so think 
before you spend! Your view of relationships continues to 
change. This is a good time to make sure that you and your 
partner are pulling in the same direction!
 
LEO (July 23–Aug. 22)
In the beginning of the month, you are more laid back and 
may need time for self-care and meditation, despite the 
fact that your career energies are extremely active this 
month. This is a better time to plan and mend your nets. 
You may want to take a leadership role because you feel 

your solutions can improve efficiency. You may also 
just be fed up and looking to start something on your 
own. Your confidence level is very strong, and you 
are willing to grab hold of something new and chal-
lenging. Relationships are still in a period of review 
and renewal. By the end of the month, you are feeling 
more in control. Career energies are very edgy 
toward the end of the month. Your tolerance will 
be very low, so surround yourself with supportive 
people!
 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.22)
Career energies are getting back in alignment after 
a period when you were questioning your decisions. 
You should have cleaned out a lot of the past so you 
can set up a plan to move you forward. Business 
and community organizations can be very beneficial 
to you this month and next. You may want to take a 
leadership role there to promote your narrative. You 
are in a more creative time for writing and crafting a 
larger version of yourself on social media. You may 
want to explore podcasts, vlogs, or TikTok! You may 
also be having some internet interruptions, so it 
could be time to find a new provider. Relationships 
can be very comforting if you are able to allow others 
to help you! By the end of the month, you are ready to 
take a break and spend some time alone.
 
LIBRA (Sept. 23–Oct. 23)
 It ’s normal for Librans to want to partner with 
people, and you like the idea of sharing and having 
someone to be a sounding board. The relationship 
energies now are very positive. If you are involved, 
this is a time of renewal and enjoying those connec-

An Increased Focus
Cancer season helps us get things done. 

General Information: July is always a busy month 
with all the Fourth of July activity that affects the 
nation’s chart. Most of the outer planets (Jupiter, 

Saturn, Neptune, and Pluto) go retrograde this summer—a 
trend that’s been going on for the last three decades. We are 
focusing on projects that will improve our lot or allow us to 
release the past. Jupiter goes retrograde on July 28, which 
should increase the internal focus on getting things done. We 
will come out of this from October through December. 

The sun travels through Cancer until July 22 and then 
enters Leo. Mercury, our messenger, begins the month in 
Gemini but then travels through Cancer and Leo. Venus 
travels through Gemini and Cancer. Mars has been in Aries, 
its ruling sign, but soon enters Taurus for the next 40 days or 
so. Jupiter remains in Aries, Saturn in Aquarius, Uranus in 
Taurus, Neptune in Pisces, and Pluto in Capricorn. Our next 
Mercury retrograde is September 1, so plan ahead! 

SEBASTIAN GOMEZ DE LA TORRECancer, inspired by artist Frida Kahlo

By LILLY RODDY

http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
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as you’ve been doing for the last two years. You are devel-
oping better personal boundaries so when you say “no” or 
“yes,” you really mean it. Health has been a big concern 
for you since last month. You are exploring better eating 
and exercise habits. In the latter part of the month, your 
relationship arena is more active. Your partner needs more 
time and attention. This can be true for business partners 
as well as good friends. Home and family matters can be 
very active, and potentially very disruptive. You may feel 
the need to protect your home, so you’ll be on the lookout 
for activities that negatively impact your neighborhood. 
Choose your battles wisely, especially toward the end of 
the month. This is a good month to take action and move 
forward. 
 
PISCES (Feb. 19–Mar. 20)
This is a better month to have fun and connect with your 
“inner child,” making sure she has plenty of cookies! This 
is also a more creative time for artistic endeavors, writing, 
or doing some acting. It ’s been easier to spend money 
since last month, and your desire to get what you want is 
very strong. This is a great time to consider investments 
and even seek out a broker. You should have some cash 
that you can invest into making your life feel safer in the 
future. You are very guarded with your time and reluctant 
to make long-term commitments. You are also speaking 
more directly. Toward the end of the month, you are more 
concerned with diet and exercise. Your tolerance for drama 
at work could be zero by late July, so make sure you find 
some time and space to be alone!

For more astro-insight, lillyroddyshow.com.

tions. If you are single, this is a time when you can attract 
potential partners. If you are having problems, it ’s a good 
time to address those problems so your relationship will 
make you happy. You are communicating very well this 
month, and that is also having an impact on your career. 
You are more willing to stand up and be counted, so this 
is the month to promote your services on social media or 
with other platforms. In the latter half of the month, you 
are more ready to work with a team to achieve common 
goals. You continue to make an extra effort to pull yourself 
out of debt!

SCORPIO (Oct. 24–Nov. 21)
This is going to be an active month for you—a great time 
for advertising, teaching, and writing in early July. Later 
in the month, your career energies are very strong, so you 
will want to make decisions and take some action. Rela-
tionships can be very interesting this month, as they will 
need some TLC! If all is well, this is a great time to renew 
those bonds. If you are having problems, they will come 
to the surface so you can figure out what to do. This is a 
good time for therapy that helps you establish boundaries. 
The end of the month is especially edgy for relationships! 
You are likely to be very direct and to the point. There are 
power shifts happening within your family that need your 
attention. You are being given a choice as to how much 
influence and responsibility you want to have. Make sure 
you are the first to benefit from your choices!
 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov.22–Dec.21) 
You have been focusing on your finances as the month 
opens. You are exploring investments and looking into 

generating a budget to cut back on needless expenses. 
Relationship energies are much more positive, which can 
help even the most difficult relationship. This is a better 
time for negotiations since people are more receptive. 
Health becomes a much more important issue over the 
next 40 days or so. This would be a super time to improve 
exercise and eating habits and get a checkup at the doctor. 
By mid-July, you are ready for a break. This is actually a 
great time for a vacation or a short weekend getaway. 
You are clearer with your communications, so it ’s a good 
month for writing, blogging, and tweeting. Take some time 
to have fun this month!
 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22–Jan. 19)
Your relationship sector is very active in July. This can be 
a good time for discussions or making commitments. If 
you are having problems here, this could be the time for 
a “friendly” breakup if you aren’t able to achieve some 
resolution. You are improving your nest at home, or even 
considering a relocation. You want more wide-open 
spaces! Family members can be cantankerous, and may 
need your guiding hand. If you have children, they will be 
wanting more freedom and independence. You may need 
to find some boundaries that you can all live with. We 
all want more space to be ourselves without limits and 
judgment. You will want to break free from your agendas, 
especially at the end of the month! You are still occupied 
with creating financial freedom by being more cautious 
with your money and investments this year. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20–Feb. 18)
You are continuing to get your ducks in a row this month—

http:// lillyroddyshow.com.
http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
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Jeepers creepers, who’s got the 
most captivating peepers? 
The answer is Symphony 
McKnight Capri. Just one look at 

her exuberant facial expressions and ex-
pressive eyes will convince you that she can 
entrance an audience like a snake hypnotizes 
its prey. This Galveston-born beauty has spent 
most of her life on the Island, but her fame has 
spread far and wide. She is regularly booked 
in the Greater Houston area, Dallas, Amarillo, 
and even Las Vegas. Read on for more about 
this Galveston gal.
 
Pronouns?
She, Her, Mrs., and Miss
 
Drag birthdate?
August 26, 2001
 
How did you get your start in drag?
I lost a bet against Poppa and DaVar Oz,
and I’ve been doing it ever since.
 
Describe your drag persona.
Classy and big. As they say, everything
is bigger in Texas.
 
What kind of music do you enjoy
performing the most?
Old-school R&B.
 
Who are your drag idols?
LaWanda Jackson, Layla Larue,
Kelexus Davenport, and Tommie Ross.
 
Do you perform any illusions?
Jill Scott, Phyllis Hyman, Tamela Mann,
and Lizzo.
 
Talk about your pageant experience.
I have many titles, and am currently the
reigning Miss Gay Texas USofA Classic,
Miss Gay Houston USofA Classic, and
Miss Texas Big & Beautiful.
 
Are you part of a drag family?
I became part of the Oz Family in Galveston, 
and the House of Capri (a.k.a. H.O.X) after
I relocated to Houston. The House of Capri is 
under my beautiful mother Atlantis Capri,
who helps transwomen by serving on the
board of Save Our Sisters United, Inc.

The Eyes of Galveston
Symphony McKnight Capri enchants audiences near and far.

By SAM BYRD

PHOTOGRAPHY BY ALEX ROSA  FOR OUTSMART 

 
What is your ultimate goal
as a drag performer?
To leave a legacy or track record
that will forever be remembered.
 
What do you hope people will take away 
from your performances?
The love and passion I have for
the art form, and to want to
come back for more after an

amazing experience.
 

Talk about your tattoos
and piercings.

Each tattoo has a special meaning 
[connected with a special] love or 
a past hurt.
 

What would people be surprised
to know about you?

I’m very introverted, prefer to be left alone, 
and I date nothing but studs.

 
Any advice for up-and-coming
performers?
Stay true to yourself, know your words, 
and wash your drag.

 
What’s on your bucket list?
Traveling the world with my sisters Chevelle 
Brooks, Kennedy Davenport, and Jazelle 
Barbie Royale.
 
Any thoughts on the Houston-area
LGBTQ scene?
There’s no reason for anyone not to receive any 
help they need, because some doors that once 
were closed are now open. People are willing 
to help if you just reach out. I love how Barcode 
opened a pantry to feed folks in need during 
COVID-19.

 
Any thoughts on the Houston-area
drag scene?
It is expanding so fast with so many fabulous 
opportunities for new and upcoming girls, due 
to Alexye’us Paris and Dessie Love Blake.

 
Anything else?
Thanks to all my fans and family who have 
supported me throughout 20-plus years of 
drag. Also, a big thank-you to K3 productions. 
Stay tuned for more from your current reigning 
Miss Gay Texas USofA Classic!

Follow
Symphony McKnight

Capri on Instagram
@Sexxy3y3z 

and on Facebook at
facebook.com/DaEyezOfGalv
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Montrose Emergency Room 24 Hour ER
1110 W. Gray St Suite 101  •  Open 24 Hours  •  (713) 242-1436  •  MontroseEmergencyRoom.com

We’re here for you when you need us! 

Voted One of the Best
Urgent/Emergency

Care Centers

OUR FREESTANDING EMERGENCY ROOMS
ARE AN INNOVATIVE SOLUTION. 
We can examine you within minutes of your 
arrival. We have Board Certifi ed Emergency 
Physicians, nurses and radiology technicians 
on duty to care for you quickly after you arrive. 
With our on-site laboratory, X-Ray, CT scan, 
and ultrasound, we can rapidly evaluate and 
treat your emergency medical condition. When 
you walk in, you’ll be seen within minutes by 
one of our ER physicians. Immediately following
your evaluation, treatment will begin. X-Rays
return within 10 minutes and blood work within 
15 minutes. These are just some differences 
you’ll experience at our Emergency Rooms.
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EMERGENCY

ROOM
24 HOUR ER

ALLEN PKWY.

NO WAIT & ALWAYS OPEN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD ER

WE PROVIDE HIGH LEVEL EMERGENCY 
CARE AND WE DO IT DIFFERENTLY THAN 
WHAT YOU MAY HAVE EXPERIENCED IN 
THE PAST. FROM THE MOMENT YOU WALK 
IN, YOU WILL SEE THE DIFFERENCE.

COMPLETE EMERGENCY ROOM
CAPABILITIES LABORATORY
RADIOLOGY: FULL DIGITAL IMAGING SUITE
ON-SITE CAT SCAN, X-RAYS, ULTRASOUND
HOSPITAL ADMISSIONS

Madeline Marie Aponte Lopez, MD is an emergency
medicine doctor at Montrose Emergency Room 24 Hour ER 

http:// montroseemergencyroom.com 

