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Veneers, Implants, Esthetic Fillings & Smile Makeover   |   In House Financing
Your Dentist is Certified in Oral Conscious Sedation   |   Most Insurance Accepted

 FREE Whitening- for Life!

Arts  District @ Sawyer Yards 
2313 Edwards St., Ste. 150

Houston, TX 77007
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Learn More at LegacyCommunityHealth.org

For over 40 years, we have provided exceptional health care services with a 

warm welcome to our entire community. And that will never change.

WE'VE NEVER SHIED AWAY FROM WHAT IS RIGHT.

For nearly sixty years we’ve provided essential
care for the place we call home.

Saving lives in the middle of the night
at a nationally renowned trauma center.

Providing equitable prevention and treatment at
the first HIV care facility of its kind in the country.

You might not know our name.
And that’s okay.

YOU’LL KNOW US BY THE WORK WE DO.

Lesbians Over Age Fifty have a good time! LOAF provides 
opportunities to socialize several times throughout the 

month. Activities range from:

L.O.A.F. - LESBIANS OVER AGE FIFTY

www. lesb iansoverage50.org    •   loafhouston@gmai l . com

We try to have something for everyone. Come 
get involved and make new friends or reacquaint with 
old ones. Community is good for the soul.

• Guest speakers
• Theater
• Museums
• Restaurants 

• Hikes
• Axe throwing
• Pickle ball
• And much more!
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organization for naming 
OutSmart as one of 14 local 
media outlets in six states 
to receive their “Voices for 
Democracy” grant. New Media 
Ventures is a community of 
more than 250 angel inves-
tors and aligned donors who 
work to drive social change 
through media, elections and 
civic engagement, advocacy, 
and organizing. Carlissia N. 
Graham, New Media Ventures’ 
president, notes that “given the 
declining trust in traditional 
news outlets and national 
brands, we believe that invest-
ing in trusted media and mes-
sengers—not just nationally, 
but also at the local level—is 
essential to protecting and 
expanding our democracy.”

This month’s OutSmart 
issue highlights Trans-
gender Awareness Week 

(beginning November 13) and the 
International Transgender Day 
of Remembrance on November 
20. We’re proud to shine a light on 
the outstanding leaders and or-
ganizations that serve Houston’s 
thriving trans community. 

Our cover story introduces the 
Transgender Allyship Collective, 
a coalition of Black transgender 
women who are creating a new 
narrative for themselves and the 
community allies they partner 
with. OutSmart columnist Ian L. 
Haddock contributed the profiles 
on six members of the Collective, 
and Alex Rosa, our creative direc-
tor, produced the cover photo 
shoot.

We also spotlight transgen-
der leader George Zemanek, the 
co-founder of Transmasculine 
Alliance Houston. His group 
started as an informal social club 
for trans men and evolved into an 
important support organization.

E D I T O R ’ S  N O T E

Houston on December 4. “I love 
the people of Texas,” she says, “so 
when I see a government that is 
crushing their spirit, I want to 
step up.” 

Looking ahead to World AIDS 
Day on December 1, writer David 
Brasher visits with local architect 
Michael Lee, whose Texas AIDS 
Memorial Garden has survived 
numerous challenges as one of the 
nation’s oldest AIDS memorial 
projects.

We’d also like to thank every-
one who attended our 26th Gayest 
& Greatest Awards celebration 
sponsored by Bayou City Smiles, 
Legacy Community Health, and 
Premier Wireless at South Beach 
Houston. Dalton DeHart’s photos 
on page 56 highlight a few of the 
500 guests who attended this 
inaugural fundraising event for 
the OutSmart Foundation for 
Community Media, which raises 
newsroom funding to keep 
LGBTQ media alive in Houston. 

Finally, we want to acknowl-
edge the New Media Ventures 

Grammy Award winner 
Kim Petras brings her Feed the 
Beast World Tour to Houston on 
November 14, and OutSmart’s 
Zach McKenzie caught up with 
the trans artist for an interview. 
Petras’s collaborative 2022 single 
“Unholy” with Sam Smith made 
her the first openly transgender 
solo artist to have a #1 single in 
the United States.

On the local performing-arts 
scene, Kenn McLaughlin, who is 
retiring from his artistic director 
post at Stages Houston, shares 
memories of his work with Stages’ 
dedicated cast and crew. We also 
say farewell to Miller Outdoor 
Theatre’s managing director 
Cissy Segall Davis, who is retiring 
after nearly 15 years of service. 
And don’t miss the interview with 
legendary performer Rita Moreno, 
a lifelong LGBTQ community ally 
who is heading to Houston this 
month. 

We also feature out performer 
Sandra Bernhard, who brings 
her Stand With Texas show to 

Greg Jeu
Publisher

JOIN HOUSTON’S 
RAINBOW

RENAISSANCE 

Building a Stronger, 
More Inclusive 

Community

newfacesofpride.org 
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C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

QUEER
THINGS to DO

COMMUNITY
November 9

NEW FACES OF PRIDE
New Faces of Pride celebrates Houston’s LGBTQ community.  
Everyone interested in getting involved in this new organization 
is encouraged to attend. tinyurl.com/2c56jktp

STAGE
November 14

KIM PETRAS ’FEED THE BEAST’ WORLD TOUR
German-born, Los Angeles-based pop superstar Kim Petras brings her 
Feed the Beast tour to 713 Music Hall.  tinyurl.com/4bc926xa

For a weekly 
roundup of 

LGBTQ 
happenings, visit 

OutSmart-
Magazine.com

Be sure to join Out at the Ballet on 
December 8 for discounted  

orchestra-level seats and a complimentary 
drink voucher at the private reception.   
Use promo code OUTBALLET. 
tinyurl.com/2rw4yktb

STAGE
November 24–December 27

THE NUTCRACKER
Houston Ballet continues its beloved holiday 
tradition with another Stanton Welch rendition 
of The Nutcracker. Journey through the glit-
tering Land of Snow to the Kingdom of Sweets 
with Clara, Drosselmeyer, and the Prince as 
he reunites with the Sugar Plum Fairy. Visions 
of sugar plums will be dancing in everyone’s 
heads as hundreds of characters, elaborate sets, 
and a stunning attention to detail light up the 
Wortham Theater’s main stage.
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More Queer Things to Do

COMMUNITY
November 23

KATY TURKEY TROT
BakerRipley’s Turkey Trot might 
be canceled this year, but the Katy 
YMCA’s annual Thanksgiving Run 
has events for the whole family.
tinyurl.com/3uu4e3vy

COMMUNITY
November 19

TRANS EMPOWER-
MENT AWARDS
The Mahogany Project presents 
the Trans Empowerment and Alli-
ance Party and Awards Brunch 
to salute the lives of Houston trail-
blazers. Get your tickets online.
tinyurl.com/35h9yy4j

STAGE
November 17–December 30

A CHRISTMAS CAROL
The Alley Theatre presents 
Dickens’ Christmas classic. 
Three of the performances offer 
a simultaneous Spanish transla-
tion. 
tinyurl.com/3hxu6j5j

➝

COMMUNITY 
November 21

TRANS T-GIVING
The Montrose Center’s 
annual Transgender 
Thanksgiving Party kicks off 
their holiday event lineup.
tinyurl.com/bdfkmces

COMMUNITY
November 25

WOODLANDS 
FUN RUN
Strap on your running shoes, 
roller skates, or dust off your 
pogo stick and join The Wood-
lands Pride at North Shore Park 
for their inaugural 6K Fun Run.
tinyurl.com/4w2vr3b6

COMMUNITY
November 12

LGBTQ JIU JITSU
Third Ward Jiu Jitsu offers a free 
LGBTQ self-defense course, with 
optional donations encouraged.
tinyurl.com/mvjxsu8f

STAGE 
November 3

DAVID SEDARIS
David Sedaris, one of America’s 
preeminent humorists, comes 
to Jones Hall for an evening of 
laughter and a post-show book 
signing.
tinyurl.com/yu6bh75p

COMMUNITY
November 23–26

FRIENDSGIVING
Celebrate Thanksgiving at  
Grizzly Pines Gay Campground 
with a community potluck. 
tinyurl.com/bdh9pzra

STAGE
November 25

BARBIE 
DRAG-QUEEN PARTY
Come on, Barbie, your party hasn’t 
ended yet! Attend this Barbie 
drag performance and celebrate 
all things pink. Tickets available 
online.
tinyurl.com/mr2zasuk

ART
November 10

TEARS OF 
A REVOLUTION
This poetry reading focuses 
on the fight against oppressive 
systems—gentrification, mass 
incarceration, poverty, and 
LGBTQ discrimination.
tinyurl.com/2s4z84d7

ART
November 18

ZINE FEST HOUSTON
Zine Fest Houston returns to The 
Orange Show for Visionary Art. 
In addition to nearly 200 zine 
vendors, there will once again be 
a variety of unique programming 
including workshops, talks, and 
more. 
tinyurl.com/24vh44wh

STAGE
November 16

THE BALD AND 
THE BEAUTIFUL– 
LIVE PODCAST
Trixie and Katya sweep into 
713 Music Hall for a live record-
ing of their podcast The Bald  
and the Beautiful. 
tinyurl.com/4b4ae3n8

STAGE
November 15

DOJA CAT – THE 
SCARLET TOUR
Hip-hop superstar Doja Cat 
brings her Scarlet Tour to the 
Toyota Center. Opening acts are 
Ice Spice and Doechii.
tinyurl.com/2fh6jf85
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C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

Submit your events at calendar@outsmartmagazine.com

SAVE the DATES
QUEERTHINGS to DO

STAGE
December 5–24

CINDERELLA
Theatre Under the Stars presents Rodgers and Hammerstein’s 
classic Cinderella, with an Out@TUTS performance on Decem-
ber 14. tinyurl.com/ycxxcm2z

STAGE
December 9

HOUSTON PRIDE BAND
OutSmart’s Gayest & Greatest “Best Community Performing Arts 
Organization” winner presents their holiday concert at MATCH. 
Tickets online. tinyurl.com/46m4rxjp

COMMUNITY
December 2

HOLIDAY BASKET EXTRAVAGANZA
Support the Montrose Center’s holiday community services by 
joining them for their Holiday Basket Extravaganza. 
tinyurl.com/53fcu65a

STAGE
December 1

JANET JACKSON AND 
AHF PRESENT WORLD AIDS DAY
Grammy winner and Rock & Roll Hall of Fame inductee Janet 
Jackson will be headlining AHF’s World AIDS Day concert at 
NRG Arena. Actor and activist Blair Underwood will be this year’s 
recipient of AHF’s Lifetime Achievement Award. 
tinyurl.com/3bt7j2rk 

STAGE
February 2–March 3

CINDERELLA
If you missed the classic princess tale at TUTS and want to relive 
the timeless story, Houston Ballet presents Stanton Welch’s 
rendition of Cinderella that has been described as “more tomboy 
than princess” and “Tim Burton meets Cirque Du Soleil.”
tinyurl.com/mt7y92ts

STAGE
December 3

SANDYLAND PRESENTS STAND WITH 
TEXAS STARRING SANDRA BERNHARD
Performer, actress, and compelling storyteller Sandra Bernhard 
is taking a stand with Texas and bringing her Sandyland Pres-
ents: “Stand With Texas” community gathering to the Heights 
Theater. tinyurl.com/26anpbs3

Voted 
Best Male 

Eye Doctor

Voted Best
Female

Eye Doctor

Voted Best Place
to Buy Eyewear

713.942.8598713.942.8598
www.CoryLoganDDS.com

530 Waugh Dr. | Houston TX 77019

ONE OF THE BEST DENTISTS
OutSmart Readers’ Choice

Awards 2006 —  2021

— H Texas Magazine

VOTED AS ONE OF HOUSTON’S
TOP DENTISTS

2004 – 2020

Awards 2006  2021

QUALITY DENTISTRY
ONE PATIENT AT A TIME!



“I WILL SURVIVE”
—DIVA LEGENDS
NOV. 24, 25 & 26   •   JONES HALL

LUCAS WALDIN, CONDUCTOR
LAKISHA JONES, VOCALIST
NOVA PAYTON, VOCALIST

“Go on now go, walk out the door…” Join the Houston Symphony and two powerhouse 
singers for a sensational salute to the Queens of disco, R&B, and pop, from Gloria 
Gaynor, Diana Ross, and Tina Turner to Alicia Keys, Lady Gaga, and Beyoncé. 

SCAN FOR 
MORE INFO!

Perfect for a Friendsgiving fun night out!

FREE AFTER-PARTY 
in Jones Hall following the Sat, Nov. 25 
performance: dance the night away as 
you sip specialty cocktails, mingle with 
Symphony musicians, and more!
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Thank you for voting me Best Realtor® in Galveston -OutSmart Readers’ Choice 2013-15

Sally B. Wallace Preservation Award 
for Green Revival (solar panels 

on my 1899 Victorian home)

LIVE in GALVESTON
COOLER in the SUMMER  •  WARMER in the WINTER

409/763-2800
David@DavidBowers.com

CLOSE to
HOUSTON

HISTORIC
HOMES

NEAR
by the

BEACH!

Circa 1909 Raised cottage with full quarters below. Upstairs main house has
beautiful original unpainted woodwork, with paneled doors, wood floors, 
wainscoting and picture rails. Double French doors lead from the front hallway 
in the living room, dining area and full kitchen. Double pocket doors separate 
the two bedrooms. Full bath upstairs has a walk-in jacuzzi. Downstairs is a full 

two bedroom apartment, completely tile floored, with large living room and open full kitchen. Separate 
electrical meters!  Fully fenced yard also has a two car garage and two additional parking spaces in the 
back with alley access.  Rent the downstairs to pay the bills!

©2021 Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC. Better Homes and Gardens® is a registered trademark of Meredith Corporation licensed to Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC. Equal Opportunity Company. Equal
Housing Opportunity. Each Franchise is Independently Owned and Operated. If your property is currently listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers.

The Battaglia Building
701 14th S t. | $695,000 | MLS# 26013974

Classic two story corner store with store below and quarters
above built in 1932. Downstairs has large storefront windows
along Winnie and 14th. Historically well-preserved upstairs
apartment accessed from Winnie, has living room, formal
dining, kitchen, 3 bedrooms, full bath. Accessed from 2nd floor
apartment is a balcony overlooking 14th Street, roof garden
with hot tub & views of downtown. Large garage, 41x23, adjoins
downstairs space and has high bay area, storage mezzanine.
Located in the heart of the East End Historical District along
14th Street, high visibility and well trafficked. 6 parking spots
on 14th and Winnie. REAL ESTATE BROKERS

David Bowers
REALTOR®

409.763.2800
David@DavidBowers.com

5807 Avenue S ½,  Galveston, Texas   $374,500
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On September 30, 2023, Houston Pride Band 
presented Ignite at MATCH. Drag King Hugh Stone 
leads Artistic Director Deborah Hirsch off stage with 
a segment of the Pride Band behind them

ActOUT at the Alley Theatre for American Mariachi 
was held on October 5, 2023 Pictured are Andres 
Ponce, Odett Torres, Cody Campbell, Lauren 
Pelletier, Bryant Johnson-Wood, Tina Berry, and 
Gary Wood.

On October 6, 2023, Out for Good benefiting the 
Montrose Center was held at the Ballroom at Bayou 
Place Pictured are Eddie Robinson, Katy Caldwell, 
Ann Robison, and Tara Kelly.

Columbus, Texas, Pride held its 3rd Annual Pride 
Celebration at The Magnificent Schneider Hall on 
October 7, 2023. Pictured are Todd Hovis, Betty 
Hovis, Garrett Pettit, Daniel Dye, and Joe Palasota.

On October 8, 2023, The Walk for Mental Health 
Houston Brunch was held at the home of Trina & 
Jack Stanfield. Pictured are Trina Stanfield, Jack 
Stanfield and C Patrick McIlvain.

Space City Pride FC presented Cleats & Queens 
Drag Show at KiKi Houston on October 27, 2023. 
Pictured are members of the club.

Montrose Leather Pride was held at Geroge Country 
Sports Bar and Ripcord on October 1, 2023, Pictured 
are members and supporters.

Katy Pride was celebrated at First Christian Church 
on October 14, 2023. Pictured are Amanda M. 
Rose, and Rev. Heather Tolleson.

S C E N E  O U T

Photos by
 DALTON DEHART AND CREW

AIDS Healthcare Foundation presented its 
HalloQueens Fashion Show & Purchase for a 
Purpose at OUT of the Closet Houston. Pictured are 
Moud Mohammed, Aruna Rajmohan, Cierra Scott, 
Lila DeBois, Taylor Allen, Nakia Lee-Williams, 
Eddie Rosas, Rhonda Grant, Cory Brown, Jocelin 
Rivera Hernandez, and Ashley Barnes.

Classic Chassis Car Club Houston hosted the 35th 
Anniversary Grand Invitational at South Shore 
Harbor Resort on October 21, 2023. Pictured are 
Don Graff, Heath LaCoss, Corey Kemendo, Glenn 
Granger, Marvin Kelley, and Matt Batchelor.

On October 14, 2023, Pride Chorus Houston 
presented its Y’all Means All! concert at Unity of 
Houston. Pictured is a segment of the chorus.

On October 12, 2023, OUT in Tech Houston had its 
Hispanic Heritage Month mixer at Avant Garden. 
Pictured are attendees.
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T
here is a new Pride organization 
in town. Houston’s New Faces of 
Pride has emerged in the wake of 
the ongoing  dysfunction among 
local Pride organizers. Bryan Cot-
ton is the president and founder of 
this new endeavor, and he hopes 
that with the support of an expe-

rienced board of directors and the community 
at large, Houston Pride events will once again 
be an attractive destination for people all over 
the region.

“We are building a completely new Pride 
organization that is not only diverse and trans-
parent, but one that will remove the tarnished 
reputation that hovers over our city under 

previous leadership. We will turn Houston into 
a destination Pride city and deliver year-round 
celebrations that support LGBTQ+ businesses 
and nonprofits,” says Cotton.

New Faces of Pride has already taken the 
lead on next year’s June Pride Month celebra-
tions. It has secured an exclusive permit with 
the City to hold a downtown Pride celebra-
tion on June 22, 2024. The festivities will be 
centered around the Wortham Theater’s Fish 
Plaza, and Cotton believes it will be the grand-
est Pride festival to date.

“The event marks a highly anticipated 
comeback, featuring a lineup of familiar faces 
from Houston’s small-business community 
and enthusiastic sponsors already supporting 

C O M M U N I T Y

Pride Gets a New Look
Houston’s New Faces of Pride announces June festival plans.

By RYAN M. LEACH

[the festival],” says Cotton.
Over the last three years, Cotton has 

voiced many of the concerns that he had 
heard from the community related to 
Houston’s Pride celebrations. This is why he 
created New Faces of Pride. The continued 
decline of Pride activities and questions 
surrounding its leadership (including what 
he perceives as questionable funds distribu-
tion) is just one of the reasons he and his 
board finally said “Enough is enough.” 

However, some in the community 
have allegedly tried to undermine the new 
organization, according to Cotton. “It is no 
surprise that old, iniquitous organizations 
and affiliated individuals are not happy 
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Houston’s New Faces of Pride members
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about New Faces of Pride. They can con-
tinue to report our Facebook page, file vague 
trademarks, send threatening messages, and 
put out false information about us and our 
[nonprofit] status, but we will not be deterred 
from doing the right thing for our commu-
nity,” he says.

The goals of Houston’s New Faces of Pride 
are numerous. Cotton promises they will 
make sure that their vendors, volunteers, 
and sponsors are treated with respect. They 
won’t require board members, or any of the 
honorees, to pay a give/get in cash. They will 
be transparent with their finances and make 
their IRS Form 990 available to the public.

They will post the names of their board 
of directors and advisory board members 
on their website. They will have a pleasant 
working relationship with the Houston 
Police Department. They will not alienate 
the bars in the community, and will work 
together for a common goal. And they will 
not be asking sponsoring bars for their door 
cover charges or a portion of their sales.

New Faces of Pride’s inaugural slate of 
officers, in addition to Cotton, are: Felicia 
Flores Wild, vice president; Jill Maxwell, 
board secretary; Donald Simms III, trea-
surer; and Tim Stokes, parliamentarian. 
The organization’s splash page, which is 
still under development, can be viewed at 
newfacesofpride.org, where visitors can 
find links to social media and information 
on how to volunteer. 

Cotton and his board invite the 
community to join them for their 

kickoff on November 9 at 6:00 p.m. at Rich’s 
Houston. Those who can’t make the event 
but still want to get involved can email 
contact@newfacesofpride.org.

“WE WILL TURN HOUSTON 
INTO A DESTINATION 

PRIDE CITY AND 
DELIVER YEAR-ROUND 
CELEBRATIONS THAT 

SUPPORT LGBTQ+ 
BUSINESSES AND 

NONPROFITS.”
—Bryan Cotton, president and founder 

of Houston’s New Faces of Pride

Steve Markham
REALTOR-ASSOCIATE®

713.823.4729 

STEVE.MARKHAM@SOTHEBYS.REALTY

Considering
a move...
Spain, Portugal, Mexico, Thailand 
or anywhere international?

I can help you sell your property in Houston and can work 

with Sotheby’s International Realty agents anywhere in 

the world, for purchases or rentals, to ensure a seamless 

transition to your new home.

I’m a top 1% Realtor with 

over 160 million dollars in 

transactions and fluent in 

Spanish, French and Italian.
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BENEFITING HIV/AIDS AWARENESS
TICKETS AVAILABLE ON TICKETMASTER

SPONSORED BY

In today’s fast-paced
world of “breaking news”
updates that scream for
our attention and ping
us on our TVs, phones,
and watches 24/7, it can

be difficult to hold space for an epidemic
that has fallen out of the headlines. But HIV
continues to spread around the world, and 39
million people are living with HIV, including
almost 30,000 in Houston alone. The
southern U.S. states disproportionately are
affected by new and increasing cases of HIV
and AIDS year after year.

That’s why AIDS Healthcare Foundation
(AHF), the largest provider of HIV/AIDS
healthcare in the world, is teaming up with
global icon Janet Jackson to raise awareness
and funds for this vital cause.

Jackson will electrify the NRG Arena
stage at AHF’s World AIDS Day concert in
Houston on December 1, 2023, amplifying
the theme, “It’s Not Over.” World AIDS Day
not only serves as a poignant annual day of
remembrance for those we have lost to HIV/
AIDS but also gives us a chance to celebrate
those living with HIV/AIDS and reinforce
that the fight against HIV/AIDS is ongoing.
Adding to the glamour of the evening,
Emmy, Grammy, and Golden Globe winning
choreographer, director, and producer
Debbie Allen will speak at the event, and
AHF will present its Lifetime Achievement
Award to Emmy Award winning actor and
activist Blair Underwood.

Janet Jackson:
Music with Meaning
Janet Jackson not only is a global superstar

It’s Not Over 

Janet Jackson, AIDS Healthcare Foundation,
and the Fight to End an Enduring Epidemic.

but also a five-time GRAMMY®️ Award-winner
and a Rock and Roll Hall of Fame®️ inductee.
Jackson’s December 1 performance for World
AIDS Day comes on the heels of her North
American Together Again tour, the highest
grossing tour ever in her career. The tour
derives its name from Jackson’s 1997 hit song
“Together Again” – the artist’s personal tribute
to a friend lost to AIDS as well as AIDS victims
and their families worldwide.

Blair Underwood’s
Lifetime of Advocacy
AHF also will honor Blair Underwood with
its Lifetime Achievement Award at the
event. Beyond his Emmy Award-winning
performances, Underwood has championed
HIV and AIDS advocacy for more than 30
years. As a co-founder of Artists for a New
South Africa, he highlighted the devastating
impact of HIV and AIDS on African families.
Deepening his commitment, he collaborated
with AHF to address regions across the
country with alarmingly high HIV rates.
His enduring activism makes him a fitting
recipient of this prestigious award.

AHF: Front and Center in the Fight
As we approach World AIDS Day 2023, AHF
is on the cusp of a significant milestone:
providing care for two million lives worldwide.
AHF’s commitment to global and domestic
care never has wavered in its more than 35
years of service. The foundation continually
has tailored its approach to fit the unique needs
of U.S. communities, particularly in areas like
Houston.

One thing that sets AHF apart in the
relentless battle against HIV/AIDS is its

deep-rooted belief in engaging authentically
with communities. With seven locations in
Houston alone, AHF provides high-quality
healthcare services, specialty pharmacies,
free HIV and STD testing, compassionate
community outreach groups, and more. For
those who recently have been diagnosed, the
journey can seem daunting. AHF’s core model
of care recognizes this challenge and ensures
no one is left isolated. Right from the outset,
linkage-to-care counselors are at people’s
sides, offering indispensable one-on-one
guidance and support while ensuring new
clients get into care and stay in care.

In addition, AHF’s commitment is not
confined by geographical constraints. Mobile
Testing Units (MTUs) ensure care reaches
even the most remote or underserved areas.
And understanding the sensitive nature of
HIV testing, AHF’s Out of the Closet Thrift
Stores serve as safe places for the LGBTQ+
community while offering discreet HIV
testing facilities. For AHF, the mantra is clear:
everyone deserves access to high-quality
healthcare regardless of the ability to pay.

Together, Let’s Make
A Difference
While AHF continues the fight against HIV
and AIDS every day, the foundation needs
your help. Every ticket sold to AHF’s World
AIDS Day concert starring the one-and-only
Janet Jackson benefits HIV/AIDS awareness
and supports AHF in its unwavering mission
to provide medicine and advocacy regardless
of ability to pay. Tickets are selling quickly.
Visit Ticketmaster.com and search for “AHF
Presents World Aids Day 2023 Featuring
Janet Jackson.”

W O R L D  AI D S  DA Y
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In today’s fast-paced 
world of “breaking news” 
updates that scream for 
our attention and ping 
us on our TVs, phones, 
and watches 24/7, it can 

be difficult to hold space for an epidemic 
that has fallen out of the headlines. But HIV 
continues to spread around the world, and 39 
million people are living with HIV, including 
almost 30,000 in Houston alone. The 
southern U.S. states disproportionately are 
affected by new and increasing cases of HIV 
and AIDS year after year. 

That’s why AIDS Healthcare Foundation 
(AHF), the largest provider of HIV/AIDS 
healthcare in the world, is teaming up with 
global icon Janet Jackson to raise awareness 
and funds for this vital cause. 

Jackson will electrify the NRG Arena 
stage at AHF’s World AIDS Day concert in 
Houston on December 1, 2023, amplifying 
the theme, “It’s Not Over.” World AIDS Day 
not only serves as a poignant annual day of 
remembrance for those we have lost to HIV/
AIDS but also gives us a chance to celebrate 
those living with HIV/AIDS and reinforce 
that the fight against HIV/AIDS is ongoing. 
Adding to the glamour of the evening, 
Emmy, Grammy, and Golden Globe winning 
choreographer, director, and producer 
Debbie Allen will speak at the event, and 
AHF will present its Lifetime Achievement 
Award to Emmy Award winning actor and 
activist Blair Underwood.

Janet Jackson:  
Music with Meaning 
Janet Jackson not only is a global superstar 

It’s Not Over 

Janet Jackson, AIDS Healthcare Foundation, 
and the Fight to End an Enduring Epidemic.

but also a five-time GRAMMY®️ Award-winner 
and a Rock and Roll Hall of Fame®️ inductee. 
Jackson’s December 1 performance for World 
AIDS Day comes on the heels of her North 
American Together Again tour, the highest 
grossing tour ever in her career. The tour 
derives its name from Jackson’s 1997 hit song 
“Together Again” – the artist’s personal tribute 
to a friend lost to AIDS as well as AIDS victims 
and their families worldwide. 

Blair Underwood’s  
Lifetime of Advocacy
AHF also will honor Blair Underwood with 
its Lifetime Achievement Award at the 
event. Beyond his Emmy Award-winning 
performances, Underwood has championed 
HIV and AIDS advocacy for more than 30 
years. As a co-founder of Artists for a New 
South Africa, he highlighted the devastating 
impact of HIV and AIDS on African families. 
Deepening his commitment, he collaborated 
with AHF to address regions across the 
country with alarmingly high HIV rates. 
His enduring activism makes him a fitting 
recipient of this prestigious award.

AHF: Front and Center in the Fight
As we approach World AIDS Day 2023, AHF 
is on the cusp of a significant milestone: 
providing care for two million lives worldwide. 
AHF’s commitment to global and domestic 
care never has wavered in its more than 35 
years of service. The foundation continually 
has tailored its approach to fit the unique needs 
of U.S. communities, particularly in areas like 
Houston.

One thing that sets AHF apart in the 
relentless battle against HIV/AIDS is its 

deep-rooted belief in engaging authentically 
with communities. With seven locations in 
Houston alone, AHF provides high-quality 
healthcare services, specialty pharmacies, 
free HIV and STD testing, compassionate 
community outreach groups, and more. For 
those who recently have been diagnosed, the 
journey can seem daunting. AHF’s core model 
of care recognizes this challenge and ensures 
no one is left isolated. Right from the outset, 
linkage-to-care counselors are at people’s 
sides, offering indispensable one-on-one 
guidance and support while ensuring new 
clients get into care and stay in care. 

In addition, AHF’s commitment is not 
confined by geographical constraints. Mobile 
Testing Units (MTUs) ensure care reaches 
even the most remote or underserved areas. 
And understanding the sensitive nature of 
HIV testing, AHF’s Out of the Closet Thrift 
Stores serve as safe places for the LGBTQ+ 
community while offering discreet HIV 
testing facilities. For AHF, the mantra is clear: 
everyone deserves access to high-quality 
healthcare regardless of the ability to pay. 

Together, Let’s Make 
A Difference
While AHF continues the fight against HIV 
and AIDS every day, the foundation needs 
your help. Every ticket sold to AHF’s World 
AIDS Day concert starring the one-and-only 
Janet Jackson benefits HIV/AIDS awareness 
and supports AHF in its unwavering mission 
to provide medicine and advocacy regardless 
of ability to pay. Tickets are selling quickly. 
Visit Ticketmaster.com and search for “AHF 
Presents World Aids Day 2023 Featuring 
Janet Jackson.”

W O R L D  AI D S  DA Y



22   NOVEMBER 2023  |  OutSmartMagazine.com

���������������������������������������
��������

��������������
�����������

�������
��

�������

VOTED ONE OF THE BEST
Dr. Octavio Barrios 
Best Physican 2005-2023
Skin Renaissance
Best Skin Care Center 2005-2023
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For years, annuities have 
had a bad reputation—and 
rightly so. Annuities of 
the past had long surren-
der periods, offered little 
more than tax-deferral 

and standard death benefits as options, and 
were just not implemented properly. 

Today, these strategies have evolved. 
There are many applications where, if used 
appropriately, these investment vehicles 
may make sense as part of an overall finan-
cial plan.

Supplemental Income
“Annuity” simply means a fixed sum of 
money paid to someone yearly, typically for 
life. Think of pension payments from the 
past, back when employers commonly of-
fered this benefit to retired employees. That 
is an annuity payment. Annuities can be 
purchased as a personal investment, sepa-
rate from having to work for a corporation. 
As a matter of fact, very few companies still 
offer pensions. This is one reason annuities 
should be getting a second look as the Baby 
Boomer generation continues to head into 
retirement.

Today, annuities have many different 
options or features—called riders—that can 
be added to the base contracts. For example, 
Guaranteed Withdrawal Benefit riders 

typically offer guaranteed income for life, ei-
ther to cover a single life or joint lives, without 
having to annuitize a contract (meaning to give 
up the entire contract value in exchange for a 
fixed payment for life). There are different ver-
sions of these riders, depending on the issuing 
insurance company, but the gist of it is that this 
strategy allows one to plan on a predictable, 
guaranteed cash flow in retirement. Many 
times, this supplemental income—in addition 
to a retiree’s Social Security and/or pension 
income, if any—creates a meaningful guaran-
teed base of income. This annuity income can 
be used to meet a portion of one’s overall living 
expenses, or fixed expenses such as life insur-
ance premiums, or mortgage payments. Having 
this tool allows one to increase their “income 
stability ratio”—the portion of their overall 
income stream that is guaranteed, no matter 
what happens.

Annuities as an Alternative
Other features include riders such as a Long-
term Care rider. Unfortunately, not everyone 
qualifies for or has long-term care coverage. 
There are many reasons for this—health status 
may be an issue, or the cost of long-term care 
insurance may also be a barrier.  There are 
some annuities today that offer riders that will 
allow one to access more income, without nega-
tively affecting their guarantee. The thought 
behind that is so there will be additional funds 

to help with long-term care expenses. Actual 
long-term care insurance is usually a better 
solution, but for those who cannot obtain it, 
this may be an alternative to consider. The 
downside, of course, is that the earnings por-
tion of the income is taxed as ordinary income, 
whereas benefits from a long-term care policy 
are tax-free.

Along those same lines, for those who 
cannot qualify for life insurance, annuities 
typically offer a standard death benefit. For 
example, if one invests $100,000 into an an-
nuity and the value dropped below the initial 
investment amount (due to market volatility) 
and the account owner passed away, the ben-
eficiary will receive at least $100,000.  Today, 
there are annuities that offer “enhanced” death 
benefits, such as roll-ups or step-ups in death 
benefit values, that are over and above the 
initial investment. There are many variations 
to the different kinds of enhancements, but 
some individuals will use annuities for death-
benefit solutions if regular life insurance is not 
an option. The earnings portion of the proceeds 
from this strategy would be taxed as ordinary 
income, whereas proceeds from a life insur-
ance policy are tax-free. This is one way to use 
this strategy—as an alternative if obtaining life 
insurance is not an option.

There Is No Free Lunch
Annuity strategies can be cost-efficient, but 

By GRACE YUNG, CFP

M O N E Y  S M A R TM O N E Y  S M A R T

➝

Not Your Grandfather’s Annuity
A second look at the much-maligned retirement investment.
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they can also be costly. It really depends 
on how the strategies are designed to 
meet your needs. In general, the average 
annuity solution is more expensive than 
a regular investment portfolio because 
of the guarantees and other features 
it provides. Depending on what one is 
trying to accomplish, one may find the 
cost of annuities to be reasonable. For 
example, predictability and protection 
may be something that one finds to be 
invaluable.

It is a good idea to seek professional 
advice on your specific circumstances, 
as annuity strategies are complex and 
may not be right for everyone. They are, 
however, yet another tool in the financial 
toolbox, and there can be a place for some 
of these strategies within a financial 
plan. Work with your financial-planning 
professional to see if it makes sense for 
you, and if it can add value to your finan-
cial plan.​

Grace S. Yung, CFP ®, is a Certified 
Financial Planner practitioner with ex-
perience in helping LGBTQ individuals, 
domestic partners, and families plan and 
manage their finances since 1994. She 
is the managing director at Midtown Fi-
nancial Group, LLC, in Houston. Member 
FINRA / SIPC. For more information, 
visit:  www.midtownfg.com

Securities and advisory services of-
fered through LPL Financial, a Registered 
Investment Advisor. Member FINRA / 
SIPC.

Content in this material is for general 
information only and not intended to 
provide specific advice or recommenda-
tions for any individual. Please consult 
a qualified professional regarding your 
specific situation. The economic forecasts 
set forth in this material may not develop 
as predicted and there can be no guarantee 
that strategies promoted will be success-
ful. All investing involves risk including 
loss of principal. No strategy assures suc-
cess or protects against loss. 

Annuities are suitable for long-term 
investing, such as retirement investing.  
Gains from tax-deferred investments 
are taxable as ordinary income upon 
withdrawal. Guarantees are based on the 
claims paying ability of the issuing com-
pany. Withdrawals made prior to age 59½ 
are subject to a 10% IRS penalty tax and 
surrender charges may apply. Variable 
annuities are subject to market risk and 
may lose value.

MONEYSMART  |  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 23

813 Richmond Ave
Houston, TX 77006

713-522-2365THANK YOU,
READERS!
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  UP TO

80%
OFF**   SALE

*Only available in pre-owned. Not an authorized retailer.
**Not valid with any other offers or previous purchases;
valid only at Liquidation Event at 3841 Bellaire Blvd.

NEW, VINTAGE, ANTIQUE & DESIGNER JEWELRY!   ROLEX*, CARTIER*, TIFFANY*, SUZANNE KALAN,

FRANCK MULLER, VAN CLEEF*, BULGARI*, PATEK PHILIPPE*, DAVID YURMAN*, CHOPARD*,

KIMBERLY MACDONALD, AUDEMARS PIGUET*, ROBERTO COIN*, DAVID WEBB* & MORE

HOSTED AT: IW MARKS | 3841 BELLAIRE BLVD | HTX 77025 | M-SAT 10-6 | SUN 12-5

OF

LAST CHANCE!!

LIQUIDATION

CLOSING!

CLOSED!

CLOSED!
CLOSED!
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TRANSGENDER ALLYSHIP COLLECTIVE CREATES
A NARRATIVE FOR INCREASING ALLYSHIP IN HOUSTON.

By IAN L. HADDOCK
Photos by ALEX ROSA

Transgender Allyship Collective
members (clockwise, left to right):  
Mikayla Poche, Christen “Coco” 
Valentine, B’Yancha Foxx,  
Taylor Rose Mabrie, Sasha  
“Barbie” Moore, and Joelle Espeut.

T ransgender Awareness 
Week, celebrated this 
year November 13–19, is 
a week-long commemora-
tion devoted to uplifting 
and remembering the 
lives of transgender peo-

ple, leading up to Transgender Day of Remem-
brance on November 20. Because transgender 
people have a much shorter life expectancy, 
we find that our memories are often stories of 
despair arising from  a hostile societal climate 
and political warfare against the bodies of 
transgender people. 

One coalition of Black transgender women 
is creating a new narrative for themselves and 
the people with whom they interact. Though 
this program was originally developed with 
community organizers and organizations, 
it has been transformed through the lens of 
the people who have lived through their own 
transition and have their own perspectives 
on what change can look like for themselves. 
They range from activists to performers and 
everything in between, with a common bond of 
being Black transgender women. 

Transgender Allyship Collective (TAC) is 
a program led by Joelle Espeut, the program 
director at The Normal Anomaly Initiative. 
Espeut has been instrumental in creating 
courageous, braver spaces for Black transgen-
der women since she landed in Houston from 
Los Angeles six years ago. In this capacity, she 
has helped create a day celebrated in Houston 

on November 14: Transgender Allyship Day. 
The day is centered around finding collective, 
proactive, and communal ways to uplift the 
identities of those silenced and overlooked in 
mainstream queer agendas. Through this, ten 
women have become a part of a coalition that is 
based on sisterhood and develops training for 
people interested in being better allies to this 
community. 

From this emerged a group of nontradi-
tional activists who are a part of this coalition 
of Black transgender women seeking to change 
the narratives and create allyship for their 
community in Houston and beyond. Their 
insights into the process of creating a sup-
portive world starts with their stories of power 
that highlight the beauty of being Black and 
transgender in Houston.

As we celebrate Transgender Awareness 
Week, stories like these show us how incred-
ibly life-changing allyship and support can 
be for persons who live at the margins. These 
stories of resilience and sisterhood promise 
that, through allyship, everyone can become 
their own success story. The sisterhood of the 
Transgender Allyship Collective—though it 
was created to advocate for Black transgender 
women’s well-being—has created narrative-
shifting components internally that are rarely 
found within such groups in the South. TAC’s 
emerging activists who have transitioned in 
Houston have found, in multiple ways, what all 
Houstonians know to be true: Houston is a city 
of possibilities—for all of society.

The POWER 
of SUPPORT

➝

T R A N S G E N D E R  A WA R E N E S S  W E E K
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Joelle Espeut
Joelle Espeut is the brainchild of this coalition endeavor. 
Having the experience of living in multiple cities as she 
grew more into herself, she came to Houston in hopes 
that she could find more like-minded people, especially a 

community of transgender women. “Black trans-ness is a spectrum, 
and representation is often singular and mostly rooted in trauma, 
struggle, death, and despair. I knew that we were more than that. We 
are the person passing you on the street, your co-worker, your sister, 
and not just something referred to when you are centering body parts, 
picking us apart or sexualizing us.” With this, she journeyed into 
advocacy work that is rooted in connection and community while 
centering joy. 

Joelle knows all too well what it is like not just to find allyship in 
the greater society, but to also find allyship among people who identify 
just like her. Her friend Kaliyah, also a Black trans woman, helped her 
find her womanhood while she was still living in Los Angeles. Her 
friendship made the transition seem effortless and without the bur-
den of perfection. “She didn’t force me to look like anyone or anything. 
I had the power to be the woman I desired without the fear of being 
shunned. She made it safe for me to experiment.” 

This is a part of what Joelle is now doing for women in Houston: 
encouraging her sisters to engage in their whole selves, to think ex-
pansively even in challenging spaces, and to not let trauma be the only 
way they communicate. “Allyship is not just outside of your identities; 
allyship can be centering communities you are a part of, too,” she says. 

Taylor Rose Mabrie
Taylor Mabrie never wanted to be anyone other 
than Taylor—even though she was introduced 
to the community as her entertainment 

persona, Chloe Ross. As early as 8 years old, Taylor can 
remember taking her mom’s outfits, stockings, and shoes 
to create fashion shows in her room. Yet, it wasn’t until the 
COVID-19 shutdown that she began her transition.

“I became depressed,” she recalls, “and was having 
conversations with my chosen mother, Tommie Ross, 
about feelings that I knew were always there. She gave me 
the knowledge to feel comfortable moving forward with 
who I always was.” 

Taylor began to secretly transition, taking months 
before she presented as her whole self. Her biggest ally 
throughout her life was her dad, and his understanding 
was the catalyst to finding comfort in showing the world 
who she was. Since then, transitioning has been over-
whelmingly positive, and she spends her time educating 
and informing people about this newfound liberation. 
Though there are still a lot of obstacles transgender people 
are facing, Taylor is resolute in contributing her story to 
the fabric of the world, and emphasizing that transition-
ing doesn’t change you, it just empowers your authentic-
ity. “Trans people don’t want special treatment,” she 
says. “We want to be treated as humans. Respect doesn’t 
require agreement.”

TRANSGENDER AWARENESS WEEK  |  CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

“ALLYSHIP IS NOT JUST OUTSIDE OF YOUR IDENTITIES; ALLYSHIP CAN  
BE CENTERING COMMUNITIES YOU ARE A PART OF, TOO.” —Joelle Espeut
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B’Yancha Foxx
Some stories don’t start with beauty, but most stories—
with the right support—can end up beautiful. B’Yancha 
Foxx has been sober from methamphetamines for 
four years. She was introduced to the drug while doing 

sex work. Some studies show that about 67 percent of trans people 
engage in sex work because of lower education status, homeless-
ness, and perceived social support. By leaving the sex-work industry 
and getting into recovery, she has found the strength and courage 
to become a recovery-support peer specialist who focuses on the 
transgender population. 

Activism only recently became a goal for her, as her focus had 
been just helping people who were in her former situation with the 
services needed to empower them to make the best decisions for 
themselves. She remembers the people who were visible before she 
had the courage to follow their example. “Visibility is important 
because we need to be seen and heard for our trans siblings,” says 
B’yancha. Though she doesn’t consider herself on the front lines 
yet, she is actively working with her sisters to find that confidence. 
“With the support of the girls,” she says, “I am finding myself  
growing into my goals and surpassing them.” 

Christen “Coco” 
Valentine

“We are here and we are not going nowhere,” 
declares Christen “Coco” Valentine. Coco is a vi-
brant Black trans woman who has called Houston 
home since moving from Detroit ten years ago. 

Houston represents a brighter future for her as she expands 
the freelance makeup artistry she has done since she was 
young, adding creative direction for music videos and profes-
sional nonprofit work to her résumé in the process. Living a 
more stable life is the reality that she has always fought for. 
“Society is not this big idea; it is where we all live. I don’t get 
a discount for being trans, so there is no need to treat us as 
less than any other human being.” The society in which Coco 
transitioned helped to shape her love for beauty. Some of 
her first allies who brought her into the sisterhood were her 
clientele of mostly exotic dancers and performers.

Coco still uses her connection to beauty and video produc-
tion in hopes of changing the narratives of her community. 
Before her video Pose, there were few powerful Black trans-
gender actors on the screen. She believes that seeing people 
on the screen who look like you, and who you can identify 
with, not only gives you a possibility model, but it can change 
the way people view Black trans women. “We need more writ-
ers, directors, and producers to put us more in the lights of the 
camera, telling our diverse stories,” she says. “This is one of 
the main ways we can be more accepted.”

“VISIBILITY IS IMPORTANT BECAUSE WE NEED TO BE SEEN 
AND HEARD FOR OUR TRANS SIBLINGS.” —B’Yancha Foxx
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For more info about Transgender Allyship Collective (TAC),  
visit www.normalanomaly.org/transgender-allyship-collective.

Mikayla Poche
Mikayla Poche’s mother is one of her biggest support-
ers, and having her as an ally has made her transition 
quite effortless. Her mother supported her move from 
Baton Rouge to Houston in search of a better life. 
“Houston has shown me so much love and support,” 
Mikayla says. “I came here with very little, and now I 

have jobs, my own car, and an apartment.” Though 34 percent of Black 
transgender people are said to make under $10,000 a year, Mikayla—
like many of the women of TAC—has found that having a great support 
system is one of the most important catalysts to a better life for this 
consistently marginalized group. 

To her, activism and allyship go hand in hand: it is about sup-
port, being comfortable listening to stories that are not like yours, 
and speaking up for those who have been silenced. Sometimes, it is as 
simple as supporting one’s decision to be more of themselves—much 
like her mother. The support and sisterhood of TAC has helped her to 
realize that love and compassion have to start from the inside first. 
“Being a part of this is eye-opening—to see us as Black trans people 
listening, supporting, and uplifting each other,” says Mikayla. “Because 
we truly see it for ourselves, we know we can help others see that we are 
just like them: human.”

Sasha “Barbie” Moore
Sasha Moore has been active in the Houston com-
munity and has been showing up unapologetically 
herself for over a decade. Her beauty and tenacity 
have garnered a following that listens to her and 

regards her as an expert connector. Notably, she appears regularly 
on the Isaiah Factor Uncensored television program, giving up-
dates about pop-culture topics. Her story of allyship started with 
finding the beauty within by building a community of supporters 
as she endeavored to show up in power, confidence, and glamor in 
all the spaces in which she interacts.

Sasha found herself in this TAC group through wanting more 
spaces to understand and embrace the journey of being a Black 
transwoman. These community connections have allowed her to 
have a deepened understanding of the multiple intersecting iden-
tities and experiences across the transgender spectrum. Through 
this, she has become an advocate of allyship that displays connec-
tion and collaboration. 

“WE KNOW WE CAN HELP OTHERS SEE THAT WE ARE JUST LIKE THEM: HUMAN.” — Mikayla Poche
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C
onnecting with others through 
a unique experience is vital for 
those seeking support, guidance, 
and friendship. The Trans-
masculine Alliance Houston 
(TMAH) is providing a safe 
space specifically for people who 
are assigned female at birth, but 

do not identify as female. George Zemanek, 
who works as a special education teacher and 
occupational therapist, is the group’s presi-
dent. As a trans man, Zemanek is on a mission 
to foster an environment for good conversa-
tion, community building, and gender-affirm-
ing financial support. 

“I knew I was going to transition from 
female to male, but I put it off until after I 
graduated college in 2003,” says Zemanek. “In 
1999, I joined a co-ed group made up of trans 
men and predominantly trans women. It was 
me and three other trans guys, and the meeting 
topics all were about issues specific to trans 
women that had nothing to do with us.”

Zemanek says that it was a fellow group 
member who decided to form a group specifi-
cally for trans men. “The group was called 
STAG, which stood for Some Transgenders 
Are Guys,” he explains. At the height of STAG, 
active membership was roughly 40 men in 
total. “We had monthly meetings, outings, 
and socials. When we had a party, it would be 
a huge group of trans guys. Around 2014, the 
group was renamed Be Free.”

Ultimately, the group experienced some 
attrition, prompting Zemanek to pivot in an 
effort to continue offering the group’s life-
affirming services. “It was really important to 
me that this group continue. No matter if it was 
just five guys or ten at our monthly meeting, we 

Man on 
a Mission

George Zemanek leads 
the support group 

Transmasculine 
Alliance Houston.

By ZACH McKENZIE

were going to keep having these meetings,” 
he recalls. “In 2018, I ran into Kennedy 
Loftin at the Montrose Center. We went to 
college together and he knew me pre-transi-
tion. It was a fun reunion, and he offered to 
let the group start meeting at the Montrose 
Center. That’s when the group really started 
to grow again, because we had a central 
location to have our meetings.”

When the COVID-19 pandemic threat-
ened the survival of support groups like Be 
Free, Zemanek pivoted to virtual meetings, 
which he credits for preserving the group. 
“I made sure we kept meeting when the 
pandemic hit. We went virtual, because 
trans people need community, we need each 
other,” he says. “It was really important to 
me that this group survive and be accessible 
and available to the people in our commu-
nity. Our virtual meetings would sometimes 

 “I MADE SURE WE KEPT 
MEETING WHEN THE 

PANDEMIC HIT. WE WENT 
VIRTUAL, BECAUSE 

TRANS PEOPLE NEED 
COMMUNITY. WE NEED 

EACH OTHER.”
—George Zemanek
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have upwards of 15 to 20 people.” 
As COVID restrictions lifted, Zemanek 

considered the direction the group would 
go moving forward. “A guy named Nexus 
had moved to Houston from Chicago, 
where he was involved in Transmasculine 
Alliance Chicago. We decided that it was 
time to rebrand Be Free to the Transmas-
culine Alliance Houston.” Zemanek credits 
the Chicago chapter for offering support 
and resources while his group got off the 
ground. “Today, members meet, free of 
charge, on the first Thursday of the month 
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in Room 111 at the 

facebook.com/AARPTexas  |  @AARPTXPaid for by AARP

Know the when, where, and how. 
Then vote.
Voting gives you the power to decide what our future will look 
like. AARP Houston is here to empower you. We have gathered 
the most up-to-date local election information to make sure 
you are in the know and that the voices of voters 50-plus are 
heard on November 7. To get information on how to register to 
vote, where to vote in person, what the rules are for absentee 
or early voting are, and all the key voting deadlines head to 
aarp.org/Houston.

Vote. It’s our right. 
Vota. Es nuestro derecho.

Montrose Center.
“We follow the traditional model of a 

support group,” Zemanek explains, “with a 
facilitator and a topic that is about our experi-
ence as transmasculine individuals.” Discus-
sion points include masculine presentation, 
intimate physical intimacy with a partner, and 
more. “We might have a meeting on dating and 
disclosing that you’re a transgender person 
to a potential partner,” Zemanek says. “We 
choose sensitive subjects that, especially in a 
co-ed group with trans women, might not be 
comfortable to discuss.” 

Quarterly presentations on STIs, self-

defense, reproductive health, and other topics 
round out the calendar for TMAH, along with 
social events that are open to members, their 
friends, and family. “TMAH provides a safe 
environment for people to be open about very 
sensitive issues that we deal with regarding 
sexuality, reproductive issues, and how we 
interact with our families,” Zemanek says. 
“Those can be very sensitive topics that can’t 
be adequately discussed in other circles. When 
you’re with a group of people that knows what 
you’re going through, you can support each 
other, because you know what that person’s go-
ing through because you’ve been there.” 

The group has big plans for the near future, 
expanding to become their own nonprofit 
entity and providing even more life-saving ser-
vices to their growing family. “Currently we are 
starting the process to become an independent 
nonprofit organization. We want to be able to 
provide funding for people who want to get top 
surgery, and we have to have our nonprofit sta-
tus in order to do so,” Zemanek explains. “This 
step will ensure that we will be able to provide 
top surgery financial assistance, continue to 
meet regularly, have workshops, and build upon 
what we’re already doing now.” 

For more information about how to get 
involved, visit transmasculinehouston.com. 

The Transmasculine Alliance Houston 
members hanging out in Galveston.
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W O R L D  A I D S  D A Y  P R E V I E W

D
ecember 1 is World AIDS Day, 
an international observance 
dedicated to the memory of 
the millions of AIDS victims 
worldwide, to raise awareness 
of AIDS, and to remind everyone 
that the fight is ongoing. There 
are concerts and quilts and rib-

bons and political speeches, all meant to bring 
awareness to the disease. And here in Houston, 
the Texas AIDS Memorial Garden is a piece of 
history that has stood the test of time to help 
honor those we have lost. 

The Texas AIDS Memorial Garden was 
not started by the State of Texas, the City of 
Houston, or even an activist group. It was 
started in 1986 by Houston architect Michael 
Lee and his partner, Chuck. Lee, now 70, was 
not given a directive or any money to start the 

Garden of Memories
Local architect Michael Lee’s AIDS Memorial Garden 

has been four decades in the making.
By DAVID BRASHER

garden. Instead, he did it to honor the memory 
of dozens of lost friends and acquaintances. “It 
was started because of the painful memories 
of talented gay men and friends dying of AIDS. 
Being the only survivor of all of my friends 
from my 20s and 30s, there was also an under-
tone of guilt. The construction of the garden 
was both personal therapy and a recognition of 
lost friends.”

Situated along the Third Ward’s historic 
Columbia Tap Trail, the garden is not conspic-
uous. Cyclists and pedestrians pass through 
it, not realizing they are treading on a piece 
of history. In fact, the Texas AIDS Memorial 
Garden is one of the oldest AIDS monuments 
in the US—even older than the San Francisco 
AIDS Memorial Grove. But if you pay attention, 
you will notice the lilies, irises, and a variety of 
native trees planted by Lee. You may even no-

tice a plaque on the ground with the words 
“1986 Texas Memorial – AIDS Victims,” a 
stark reminder of those who have been lost 
to the disease. 

Creating the garden was not easy. The 
area was not maintained, and people regu-
larly littered there. “At first, the task looked 
daunting; we removed truckloads of debris 
and trash,” says Lee. It took hours and hours 
of Lee’s time to get the garden to a good 
place. And once the garden started coming 
together, there was another issue. Some 
officials called the garden an “encroach-
ment.” Harris County commissioners, City 
Council, and Houston METRO showed no 
interest in the garden, and the Union Pacific 
Railroad had stopped maintaining the 
property. 

Lee had to deal with more red tape than 
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he could handle. He even had to see the area 
destroyed by people as high up as a former 
mayor. “Trees and plants that could have 
been moved were bulldozed. I could only 
save a few plants.” Some of those plants had 
been there for years. Lee still mourns the 
loss of two 40-year-old bald cypress trees in 
the garden that were cut down by Center-
Point. Each time the garden was threatened, 
it felt like the AIDS victims Lee was work-
ing so hard to memorialize were buried and 
forgotten again. 

But Lee also notes a few hopeful devel-
opments. One of his proudest moments was 
seeing OutSmart publicize the dedication 
of the space by the Garden and Yard Society 
(GAYS) in 2004. He’s also happy to see 
how many people have stepped up to help. 
Together, he has worked with volunteer 
groups like Friends of Columbia Tap to 
preserve the garden. Ed Pettitt, a graduate 
research assistant and founder of Friends of 
Columbia Tap, says, “My goal, and the goal 
of Friends of Columbia Tap, is to make sure 
that we get this garden officially recognized 
and integrated into the trail.” Ed works 
tirelessly to help make that happen. He has 
even partnered with City Council member 
for District D, Carolyn Evans-Shabazz, who 
Pettitt says is trying to get the Department 

of Public Works, the mayor, and the Parks 
Department on the same page. The Depart-
ment of Public Works owns the former railroad 
right-of-way, while the Parks Department 
helps manage the trail’s green spaces. Neither 
department has officially recognized the space 
yet, but they are making progress with the De-
partment of Public Works to potentially grand-
father the garden in as an official site. “We see 
this as a historic resource and an ecological 
resource that the City should be proud of and 
celebrate,” says Pettitt. “We want to make sure 
everyone appreciates this, because it is not just 
a Houston treasure but a national treasure.” 

Something that Lee and Pettitt both hope 
to see in the future is an area in the garden 
with the names of AIDS victims memorial-

ized in bricks that will form a circular plaza. 
Planning for the plaza is ongoing as part of a 
trail-wide Columbia Tap Action Plan facili-
tated by the University of Houston Community 
Design Resource Center. With a little work, the 
trail and the garden could become a Houston 
destination. 

Lee hopes the garden will continue to flour-
ish as he gets older and unable to maintain the 
site as much as he wants. More than anything, 
Lee just wants to see the garden he has worked 
so hard on become a place of respect for AIDS 
victims. He hopes that people will come to 
the garden, reflect on their memories, and 
appreciate the beauty of nature. “I am 70 years 
old and do not have the energy to restore the 
garden by myself. I can only pray that the City 
will formally recognize the AIDS Memorial 
Garden and ensure that the names plaza will be 
constructed. The garden was started nearly 40 
years ago. The City of Houston needs to step up 
and take responsibility for their past neglect. 
Forty years is a long time to wait. The names of 
AIDS victims should be memorialized.”

For information on the Texas AIDS  
Memorial Garden, and to submit names 

for the memorial plaza, visit linktr.ee/aidsme-
morialgarden. Donations can be sent to Friends 
of Columbia Tap at friendsofcolumbiatap.com.

Scenes from the Texas AIDS Memorial Garden along the Columbia Tap Trail in Houston’s Third Ward 

“THE CITY OF HOUSTON 
NEEDS TO STEP UP AND 
TAKE RESPONSIBILITY. 

FORTY YEARS IS A  
LONG TIME TO WAIT.”

—Memorial Garden creator Michael Lee
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K
im Petras has had one hell of a 
year! The trans artist made his-
tory with her Grammy Award 
win for Best Pop Duo/Group 
Performance with Sam Smith for 
“Unholy,” graced the cover of the 
popular Sports Illustrated Swim-

suit Issue, and recently released her debut stu-
dio album Feed The Beast. The international 
pop sensation is heading to Texas and bringing 
her larger-than-life live show to Houston at 
713 Music Hall on November 14 as part of her 
Feed The Beast World Tour. 

Petras took time out of her busy tour sched-
ule to give OutSmart readers a glimpse into her 
world and what to expect when her tour lands 
in the Bayou City: 

OSM: The images you’ve posted from the 
Feed The Beast World Tour have looked 
so stunning, complete with medieval set 
pieces and outfits equipped with armor. 
What was your process when determining 

the setlist, theme, and design of this tour?
Kim Petras: The tour is loosely based on the 
story of Dante’s Inferno. The show is kind of 
my manifesto as an artist and a performer, 
so the setlist includes music from the start of 
my career right through until now. It’s split 
into five sections that speak to me as an artist, 
which is why I wanted to release my album 
Problematique as a surprise. It’s definitely the 
most ambitious show I’ve done yet, and I’ve had 
so much fun putting it together!

The album is said to have been inspired by 
Eurodance hits that you grew up listening 
to. Is it particularly exciting that you are 
exposing audiences around the world to 
this genre of music?
Definitely! It’s really special to be able to share 
something that meant so much to me grow-
ing up. I loved listening to pop and Eurodance 
growing up, so I’m hoping that those listening 
to my music and coming to my shows experi-
ence it in the same way I did.

This is a no-skip album and features 
some deep lyricism against upbeat 
pop beats in a lot of cases. How do you 
describe the feeling of seeing your fans 
resonate with your music and lyrics 
so passionately, specifically while on 
tour?
It’s the most amazing experience in the 
world to have a crowd sing the lyrics you 
wrote back to you. It’s so special, especially 
for songs that mean a lot to me. I teared up 
singing “Minute” in Brooklyn a few nights 
ago because the crowd was singing with me. 
It really means everything!

Your impact on the music and pop 
culture landscape has been history-
making, and you’ve done it all as an out 
trans artist. Although your impact as 
a performer is undeniably due to pure 
talent and relatable authenticity, how 
has being openly trans impacted your 

A R T S  &  E N T E R T A I N M E N T

Beauty and the Beast
Kim Petras brings her Feed The Beast World Tour to Houston.

By ZACH McKENZIE  |  Photos by SANTIAGO FELIPE for GETTY IMAGES
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career in ways that cisgender artists 
perhaps haven’t experienced?
It’s complicated. I’ve had to work harder 
to make sure I’m recognized for my music. 
It’s why I chose to start as an independent 
artist on my own label. I always wanted my 
music to speak for itself as I had already 
spent so much of my life with people only 
being interested in my identity. I’m proud 
of who I am, and I always try to remember 
those that came before me and paved the 
way for me, but it’s not all I am. I’m an artist 
and a songwriter, and there are so many 
other talented trans people out there and 
we’re all individuals. There’s so much that 
makes up who we are.

You recently introduced us to Hans. 
Can you tell me a little about him and 
what role he plays in the tour?
 He’s a Bi, Dom Top. He’s a Libra… I’m kid-
ding. I don’t want to give too much away, 
but Hans makes an appearance during the 

show and I kind of dedicate a song to him. I had 
so much fun creating him, but I wish I could 
have kept the silicone body suit for Halloween!

Houston is lucky to have so many incredi-
ble artists stop here while on tour. Is there 
anything you’re particularly looking for-
ward to experiencing while you’re here?
I’m most excited about seeing my fans. I 
haven’t toured in Houston since 2019 when I 
was there for The Clarity Tour, and so much 
has happened since then. I can’t wait to give 
my Houston fans a show that’s even bigger and 
better than before!

What is your message to your LGBTQ 
Houston fans who view you as a role 
model and beacon of hope while living in 
Texas—a state that is not always the most 
uplifting of the LGBTQ community?
With everything going on, it felt important to 
come to Texas and create a safe space—even 
if it’s for only one night—where people could 

be completely themselves. It’s so important to 
be proud of who you are and to not let anyone 
tell you that you can’t be who you want to be. 
I wouldn’t be here if I believed the people who 
told me that being myself would stop me from 
achieving my goals. And if I can do it, you can 
too!

After a summer of artists embracing the 
theme of career “eras” while on tour, I’m 
curious what this moment in your career 
represents for you right now.
 It’s definitely a moment of growth for me. The 
past year has been life changing and I’m so 
thankful to the fans for making it happen. I’m 
so happy being on tour and seeing everyone. I 
can’t wait to go to Europe next year, and there 
are so many more exciting things to come.

WHAT: Kim Petras’ Feed The Beast World Tour
WHEN:  November 14
WHERE: 713 Music Hall
Info: posthtx.com/music  

“THE SHOW IS KIND 
OF MY MANIFESTO AS 

AN ARTIST AND 
A PERFORMER.”

—Kim Petras
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S
eated in a corner on the third row 
in an intimate theater at Stages 
Houston, artistic director Kenn 
McLaughlin smiles from ear to ear 
as he watches Kelley Peters sing 
her rendition of a song by the titular 
character in Always…Patsy Cline. 

Peters sings directly to McLaughlin, who 
directed the beloved musical, blowing a kiss 
before the song ends. Throughout the perfor-
mance, McLaughlin gazes adoringly toward 
the stage, laughs along with the crowd, and 
claps after each number. The steadfast leader, 
who recently announced his retirement, 
explains that the power of art is what will lead 
him into the next chapter of his life. 

Having directed more than 30 productions 
at Stages over the course of his storied career, 
McLaughlin finds himself celebrating the suc-
cess of his latest work, Switzerland, which is on 
The Gordy stage until November 12. 

“Sally [Edmundson] was in the very first 
production I ever directed and she was on the 
search committee that hired me,” he explains 
of the play’s female lead. “She’s been a part of 
my whole journey at Stages, and to be at a space 
where she and I, as artists, are still making 
new discoveries reminds me that this has been 
an incredible journey.” 

 His current staged production may be 
McLaughlin’s final public love letter as artistic 
director, but it’s the memories made behind the 
scenes that he will take with him beyond his 
time at Stages. He recalls the time he noticed a 
transgender lighting designer at work during a 
rehearsal. “I just became so aware of her craft 
as she created this beautiful light cue for the 
opening of the show,” he says, “and I became 
aware of just how incredible it’s been to be a 
part of this story, to use whatever I could to 
impact it and to be on this team of artists who 
are always reaching.” 

Although Switzerland holds a symboli-
cally special place in his heart, given it’s the 
final show he will helm as artistic director, 
McLaughlin explains that choosing a favorite 
production that he’s directed throughout his 
time at Stages is impossible. “The standouts 
in my heart are the ones where I challenged 
myself artistically and where I was able to 
push myself past where I thought we should be 
as an organization,” he says. Auntie Mame and 
Mack and Mabel are among the shows he looks 
back on fondly, while Road Show, with music 
and lyrics by Stephen Sondheim and a book by 
John Weidman, was a particularly interest-
ing experience. “I really believed in that show 
that has been slaughtered by the critics. This 

A New Stage 
of Life

Kenn McLaughlin closes out 
his tenure at Stages 

Houston with Switzerland.
By ZACH McKENZIE

is a brilliant piece of literature with a gay 
love story at the center of it,” he says. “I was 
able to really explore who I was artistically 
through Road Show.”

Soon, McLaughlin’s retirement will 
be official, and he and his partner of more 
than three decades will move to Ireland. As 
moving day nears, the creative leader is be-
ginning to reflect on his time in Bayou City. 
“Houston is a city of possibility. It really has 
always felt that way to me. What’s interest-
ing for me to think about, at this point in 
my career, is that Houston is a theater town 
that is only just beginning to realize its po-
tential,” he asserts. “I think it’s aspirational 
and joyful. I love the queer community in 
Houston. It’s a really joyful community and 
I’ve always felt very welcomed and sup-
ported by it.”

The city of Houston may have his undy-
ing affection, but Stages has McLaughlin’s 
heart. “I am a much better human being for 
having worked with the people at Stages,” 
he says. “There is a sense of artistic daring 
that sits inside of all of us here. We care 
deeply about what it is that we do and about 
making something that has challenged us 
creatively. To think about how to do that for 
our community, with the resources that we 
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have, perfectly frames up the level of desire 
and artistic creative passion at Stages that 
has really opened up my mind.”

Reflecting on how far Stages has come 
since its early days, having survived a 
number of natural disasters, a pandemic, 
and various other challenges, McLaughlin 
credits the grit of his team and the creativ-
ity they brought to Stages through some 
tough times. “We [as a society] set up these 
measures of success with spectacle and 
money, and all these things aren’t necessar-
ily connecting us, changing our hearts, or 
transforming our lives. Stages has always 
been the kind of organization that has had 
to operate in that space, certainly for a long 
period of time. That has allowed me to be 
more creative than I ever dreamed I needed 
to be and push those limits.”

Hoping to have left a legacy of kind-
ness behind, McLaughlin looks forward to 
stepping back and letting a new generation 
of leadership take the reins and lead Stages 
into the future. “These people will be part 
of my life forever. This is my family. But it’s 
somebody else’s turn and it’s time for me 
to take a different space in the larger circle 
we’ve all created together,” he says. “There’s 
never a perfect time to do anything. You just 

have to trust.”
As for his team and the future patrons of 

Stages, McLaughlin shares his excitement 
about what’s to come for the organization, en-
couraging everyone to embrace the unknown. 
“This set of circumstances that I have in front 
of me right now is new and unfamiliar and 
scary. But I ask myself, ‘Where’s its beauty? 
Where’s the potential? Where’s the oppor-
tunity?’ That’s my wish for a creative space 
in general. It’s a creative, living thing, and it 

should grow,” he says. McLaughlin pauses 
before saying, “So, what is the next chapter for 
this theater? What is the next part of the story? 
That’s really exciting to think about. It’s really 
exciting to turn to new pages and they’re blank. 
Anybody can write in them.”

What: Switzerland
When:  Thru November 12 
Where: Stages, 800 Rosine St. 
Info: stageshouston.com
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Switzerland

Sally Edmundson and Ian James star in Switzerland.
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At 91 years old, Rita Moreno 
is just as captivating as she 
was when she first joined the 
illustrious and select group of 
EGOT performers—those who 

have won Emmy, Grammy, Oscar and Tony 
awards. Moreno also earned a Peabody award, 
which places her among the most rarefied few 
PEGOT winners. 

Supporters of Miller Outdoor Theatre can 
see Moreno up-front, in the center, and down-
to-earth accessible as the special guest at the 
nonprofit theater’s annual fundraising gala 
this month.

Moreno will appear on November 16 at 
River Oaks Country Club for a conversation 
with Houston’s favorite interviewer, Ernie 
Manouse. She will share some of her life ex-
periences while also raising money for one of 
Houston’s most iconic performance venues.

“It ends up being extremely funny because 
I tell great stories,” Moreno says. “What I’m 
hoping that the audience will get from it is that 
here’s this 91-year-old person who’s still going 
pretty strong and is filled with happiness and 
positive things. I hope they can understand 
that it’s entirely possible to age and still enjoy 
life. It depends on how you decide to view your 
life, and I have made a choice to be one of the 
happiest people.”

For Moreno, the decision to support Miller 
Outdoor Theatre was a no-brainer. Funds 
raised from the gala will contribute to the 
current $12.5 capital campaign underway to 
provide renovations and improvements that 
will greet future Miller visitors, providing the 
next generation of theatergoers with a modern 
and state-of-the art theater experience.

Since 1923, Miller Outdoor Theatre in 
Hermann Park has been one of Houston’s most 
beloved cultural treasures, a gathering place 
for the community and the site of thousands 
of memorable free performances. This is the 
largest “always free” program of its kind in the 
country. The outdoor venue for the perform-
ing arts, set on over 7 acres, has provided 
Houstonians and visitors with the opportunity 
to enjoy professional entertainment from a 
diverse array of genres including music, dance, 
theater, and film. Performances are always 

family-friendly, and guests can sit in the cov-
ered seating area or on the grassy hillside.

“I think what’s wonderful about the arts is 
that it makes every bit of use of the imagina-
tion,” Moreno emphasizes. “Imagination is 
something that can be very joyous. It can be 
dark and sad, too, but mostly it’s just joyous.”

That’s something that makes Houston’s 
theater atop the Hill one of the city’s best spots 
to visit. It provides a venue for performing-arts 
groups to explore the complexity of human 
emotions and experience—all at a price that 
can’t be beat. So who better to help raise funds 
for the venue than one of the nation’s most 
versatile stars?

Adept at portraying all types of char-
acters—anything from a Latina living the 
American dream in West Side Story to Googie 
Gomez in the 1975 Terrence McNally musical 
and cult classic The Ritz—Moreno always knew 

how to entertain. It’s something that came 
naturally to her.

“I was one of those little girls who loved 
to dance to music. I used to dance for Grand-
pa. He would put on a record, and I would 
wiggle my tushy and dance around the room 
in Puerto Rico,” she remembers. “It was ob-
vious that performing was what I was going 
to do in life. I loved it. I loved the attention. 
I still love the attention, and any performer 
who lies about that is full of bullshit.”

Never were truer words spoken, and 
this star has the chops to back up her claim. 
Moreno is a true Hollywood and Broadway 
legend whose 80-year career began with her 
Broadway debut at age 13. She dazzled on 
Broadway and London’s West End, appeared 
in more than 40 feature films, and starred 
in countless television shows. She received 
the Presidential Medal of Freedom from 
President George W. Bush and the Na-
tional Medal of Arts from President Barack 
Obama. 

Moreno has also been a lifelong ally to 
the LGBTQ community, even if she didn’t 
recognize it when she was young.

“I had a gay friend when I was 12 years 
old. I just didn’t know he was gay at the time. 
We were the best girlfriends in the world,” 
she recalls. “We just had the best time, and 
it never occurred to me that anything was 
different about him. It was perfect.”

From West Side Story’s Anita to the tell-
it-like-it-is special guest for Miller Outdoor 
Theater’s upcoming gala, the truth-telling 
Moreno will always captivate her audiences. 
It’s what she was born to do.

To secure a table or ticket for the 
gala, contact Emily Gordon at gala@

milleroutdoortheatre.com. Follow Miller 
Outdoor Theatre’s future plans and their 
capital campaign at milleroutdoortheatre.
com/improving-the-audience-experience-
at-miller-outdoor-theatre.

WHAT: An Evening with Rita Moreno
WHEN: November 16
WHERE: River Oaks Country Club
Info:  email gala@milleroutdoortheatre.com
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An Evening with Rita Moreno
The legendary performer heads to Houston

for a Miller Outdoor Theatre fundraising gala.
By SAM BYRD
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ary tone. The cover was designed by Egyptian
artist Ganzeer, who Kern met at a local festival
and recognized him as the activist and street
artist who gained notoriety during the Egyp-
tian revolution in 2011 before being forced into
exile. Now based in Houston, Ganzeer was able
to produce a cover design—including a dust
jacket that unfolds into a protest poster—re-
calling the street art he produced during the
Egyptian revolution.

Looking ahead, Kern is already working
on their next book, and it’s a departure from
previous climate-fiction novels. This new
story takes place in Eastern Europe in 1647
and is a historical-fiction plot that follows a
group of traveling queer Jews as they navigate
religion, racism, and capitalism. But Kern’s
signature style—including elements of climate
change and social justice—will still be evident
throughout the book.

WHAT: Sim Kern book launch
               event and discussion
WHEN: September 12 at 6:30 pm
WHERE: Brazos Bookstore, 2421 Bissonnet
INFO: www.brazosbookstore.com

Keep up with Kim Kern on Instagram
@sim_bookstagrams_badly

in a warehouse space called The Lab in 
Houston’s historically Black Eighth Ward. 
When Maddie learns that their warehouse 
and neighborhood is to be destroyed for a 
new green hyperway out to the suburbs, 
she joins a Black-led movement fighting for 
their community. 

But The Free People’s Village isn’t just
a dystopian story about racial justice and
climate action. It’s also a love story and a
tale of queer awakening through the eyes
of Maddie, who is leaving behind a strict
Catholic upbringing and embracing her
queerness, all while getting closer to the
band’s lead guitarist. It is also about becom-
ing resilient when your dreams of making
the world a better place are crushed and you
can only pick yourself up and try again.

Kern hopes that writing about climate
change and social justice will help people
confront those vital issues. “I don’t want
to leave people in a place of despair, even
though this book deals a lot with grief. But
it’s about coming out of grief and moving
forward. I hope people are inspired to take
action—or even just [find ways] to cope
better.”

And take action they do. After reading
Kern’s first novel Depart, Depart!, a story

713.942.8598713.942.8598
www.CoryLoganDDS.com

530 Waugh Dr. | Houston TX 77019
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about a trans man dealing with the difficulty
he had faced when sheltering with neighbors
after a devastating hurricane, someone from
the Red Cross in Wyoming contacted Kern
to say they had been inspired to rewrite their
disaster-response policies to be more trans-
inclusive—proof that Kern’s voice is making a
difference.

Kern hopes to inspire further activism
among readers of The Free People’s Village.
The book’s cover art—a red background with
graphic characters suggesting war propagan-
da—should inspire readers with its revolution-
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One of Houston’s hardest-
working women is about to 
take her final bow. While 
she usually tries to remain 
behind the scenes, her pres-

ence has been a vital part of the Houston 
arts scene for decades. Cissy Segall Davis, 
the one-woman ringmaster of the city’s 
cherished Miller Outdoor Theatre, is lower-
ing the curtain on her life of service and 
retiring this year.

“I’ve been doing this for so long that it’s 
hard to wrap my brain around the idea that 
on January 1 this will no longer be my job. 
It’s bittersweet. I have loved, loved, loved 
being able to do this work,” Davis says. “My 
relationship with Miller is long. Miller has 
been part of my life for so many years, and 
growing the programming and organization 
in really remarkable ways has been such a 
gift for me. I’ve loved every minute of it.”

Helming the City of Houston’s gift to 
the public has not been easy work, but she’s 
made it look effortless throughout the years, 
and she wants to make sure that “The Hill” 
in Hermann Park is left in good hands for 
the next generation.

“It’s important for me to pass the torch 
and work closely with the next managing 
director to set them up for success,” she 
remarks. “When I hand it off, I want to know 
that I’m handing it off to someone who’s go-
ing to care about it as much as I do.”

Miller Outdoor Theatre has been part of 
Houston’s DNA for almost a century, and so 
many people have fond memories of sum-
mer evenings on The Hill. It’s part of what 
makes Houston unique.

Segall Davis became managing director 
of the Miller Theatre Advisory Board in 
December 2008. It seems this role might 
have been written in the stars, as she jokes 
about her birth announcement being a pink 
theater ticket. While her parents might not 
have known the career path their daughter 
would embark on, Davis did indeed make 
her mark on the stage. 

As a Senior Fellow of the American 

Leadership Forum, Davis serves on the board 
of Texans for the Arts and was named by 
Houston Woman magazine as one of Houston’s 
50 Most Influential Women of 2012. In 2022, 
Theatre Under The Stars honored her with the 
Shirley Stein Outstanding Champion in the 
Arts and Education Award. She has served on 
the boards of other nonprofit organizations 
such as the Greater Houston Convention & 
Visitors Bureau, the Texas Institute for Arts in 
Education, and Congregation Beth Israel.

For nearly 15 years, she has managed 
Miller’s day-to-day operations, overseeing a 
grants program for Houston’s performing-arts 
and community organizations and presenting 
an annual season of more than 120 culturally 
diverse performances, all presented free of 
charge to the public. Under her guidance, the 
free programming has grown into the largest of 
its kind in the US. 

“This really was a dream come true for me,” 
says Davis, who has been involved in the arts 
since 1972. “Miller Outdoor Theatre has been 
a part of my life for as long as I can remember—
first as a camp counselor gleefully leading kids 
up and down the famous Miller Hill singing 
‘The hills are alive with the sound of music,’ 
then professionally during my 20 years with 
Theatre Under The Stars, then later as a cli-
ent when I ran my own PR firm, and now as 
Miller’s managing director,” she explains. 

Davis recalls many incredible perfor-
mances over the years, but none more cher-
ished than when she secured Tommy Tune 
to perform. “He is an incredible performer 
and storyteller, a former Houstonian, and a 
10-time Tony winner,” she notes. “To be able 
to bring him to Miller to share his phenomenal 
talent with everyone, regardless of their ability 
to pay, filled my heart with joy. And he did not 
disappoint!” 

The always-wise leader knows that a part 
of her heart will forever remain with Miller.

“It is not easy to walk away from a job that 
has been career-defining, and one that I have 
absolutely loved and that has provided me 
the opportunity to follow my passion every 
day. But knowing when to exit is part of show 
business. It’s time to pass the torch and offer 
someone else the chance to bring a new per-
spective and make an impact on this program,” 
she says. “Miller Outdoor Theatre is one of 
Houston’s best amenities. It is beloved and 
treasured. It has been an honor to work for so 
many years with the Miller Theatre Advisory 
Board, our staff, the many performing-arts 
and cultural organizations that perform here, 
and the remarkable Miller crew.” 

Davis plans to continue working on a 
part-time basis with Miller Theatre’s capital 
campaign. “The projects will make such a 
difference to our audiences, and I really want 
to see the campaign and projects through to 
completion,” Davis adds.

It will be another feather in her cap as 
Houstonians thank her for the fond memories 
made possible by her lifetime of service to the 
community. 

A R T S  &  E N T E R T A I N M E N T

Curtain Call
Miller Outdoor Theatre’s Cissy Segall Davis announces her retirement.

By SAM BYRD
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Sandra Bernhard
Stands with Texas
Her gutsy 3-stop tour will confront vital 
issues and right-wing politics head-on.

By SAM BYRD   |    Photo by BRIAN ZIEGLER

S
andra Bernhard is making a 
stand. Unabashed and unafraid, 
the performer, actress, and 
compelling storyteller has been 
an unrelenting part of the public 
lexicon for a lifetime. Now, she’s 
taking her intestinal fortitude 
on a Texas tour with Sandyland 

Presents: “Stand With Texas.” The brunette 
bombshell with a wise mouth to match her 
larger-than-life personality will take the 
stage at The Heights Theater on December 4.

Houston has not let this gem of a truth 
teller go unnoticed. Be it on-screen with 
American Horror Story or POSE, on the radio 
with Sandyland on Sirius XM’s Radio Andy 
Channel 102, or on stages across the globe, 
Bernhard has been one of the most exhilarat-
ing performers for the past five decades. 

Now, she’s ready to share, educate, and 
invigorate residents of the great state of 
Texas on some important issues. To do that, 

Bernhard is joining forces with local 
organizations, politicians, drag artists, 
musicians, and other surprise guests to 
raise awareness on student education, 
LGBTQ, and abortion rights in an ef-
fort to create change.

Noise for Now is also participat-
ing with Bernhard for this tour. That 
national initiative enables artists 
and entertainers to connect with 
and financially support grassroots 
organizations that work in the field of 
reproductive justice, including abor-
tion access. And the Resource Center 
is one of the nation’s largest organiza-
tions providing a range of programs 
and services for lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer/questioning, in-
tersex, asexual, and other community 
members, and offers critical assistance 
to people living with HIV and AIDS 
and their families.

A R T S  &  E N T E R T A I N M E N T
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“Texas is one of those bellwether states 
where so much is going on. I’m a huge fol-
lower of everything Texas,” Bernhard says 
of the Lone Star state. “There are a lot of 
people in Texas who are so brilliant and 
doing great work, so I’ll be shining a little 
light on them as well as highlighting a few 
different issues.”

The entertainer’s three stops in Texas 
will be nothing short of a barn burner. 
While in Austin, she’ll address women’s 
reproductive rights and abortion. Her 
booking in Dallas will tackle LGBTQ issues. 
In Houston, she’ll handle the hot potato of 
K–12 education.

“I love Texas. I love the culture, the food, 
the music, and the people. So when I see a 
government that is crushing their spirit, I 
want to step up,” she adds. “Sandyland is 
my little world where everyone is welcomed 
and included, so I thought, why not come 
to Texas and give some love to my LGBTQ+ 
community? Why not fight for the abortion 
and healthcare rights of my sisters? Why 
not lend my voice to the educators who want 
to give students the vastest experience they 
can in the classroom?”

Along the way, Bernhard will add open-
ing acts to her one-woman show to bring 

together the people who care and want to make 
Texas an inclusive, progressive place to live.

“After my show, people will walk away with 
the thought of  ‘Why can’t everybody be able 
to do what they need to do to survive in our 
society and our culture, whether it is related to 
race, gender, sexuality, or religion?’” she says.

Never one to back down from a challenge, 
Bernhard keeps her finger constantly on the 
pulse of what animates the country’s collec-
tive consciousness—both socially and from a 
government’s perspective, and even in a hyper-
focused manner. She is surprisingly aware of 
local Texas politics.

“The next time Beto O’Rourke runs for 
something, get him elected. Make sure Jas-
mine Crockett stays in office. Keep electing 

brilliant young women of color and Latino 
women,” she offers. “Flip the switch. Be en-
gaged in politics in any way you possibly can.”

Bernhard also has her finger on the prover-
bial trigger when it comes to another hot topic.

“The one thing we’re not addressing in this 
tour is gun control, the change in conscious-
ness about guns, and gun violence,” she notes. 
“The level of discourse and anger and how 
things can turn violent so quickly—where does 
that stem from? And how do we educate our 
children to find a different way of communi-
cating and dealing with frustration and fear?”

The comedienne-turned-activist also 
detailed that her Texas tour is partially geared 
to spark community involvement.

“We can maybe change the minds of the 
people and work toward the goal of turning a 
state like Texas blue so that we don’t have to 
fight these mindsets,” she summarizes. “Once 
you’ve established a certain consciousness 
amongst political leaders, I think it makes it a 
lot easier for everybody to live their day-to-day 
lives.”

Sandra Bernhard performs at 8 p.m.  
on December 4 at the Heights Theater,  

339 W. 19th. For tickets or information,  
visit sandrabernhard.com. $59–$150.
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C
ontrary to the old saying, “the 
fourth time’s the charm” for 
Chloe Knox (neé David Sarty). 
That’s how many times it took 
her to win Miss Gay Texas. The 
stunning lip-syncer and gorgeous 
beauty is the latest Houston drag 
artist to bring the crown home to 

Houston. While she has captivated OutSmart 
audiences for years, she is an ingenue who has 
paved her own path to success.

Knox was first featured in this magazine as 
Wigging Out’s premiere interview, and she de-
scribed the good, the bad, and the in-between 
that goes into being a performer. Since then, 
she’s taken the pageant world by storm.

“Susan Lucci was definitely my moniker 
for a little bit during my first couple of years 
competing in pageants,” she says, referenc-
ing how she came this close to winning the 
pageant, only to see someone else usurp the 
title. The statuesque blonde secured podium 
finishes but barely missed out on the gold fin-
ish—at least for the first couple of tries.

But as another old saying goes, if at first 
you don’t succeed, try and try again. Knox 
took that adage to heart, and she resiliently 
returned to the pageant system, each time with 
a more polished package and a competitive 
spirit.

“It was really cathartic each time I 
competed, because that was what I needed. I 
proved to myself that my top two or top three 
placements were not a fluke. I was able to go in 
and repeat my results instead of sliding back,” 
she explains.

Coming close but not winning the cigar 
did not deter the female illusionist, although it 
did sidetrack her for a moment. She took a self-
administered break from drag, which allowed 
her the time to collect her thoughts and come 

Hard Knox 
Life

 The glamourous, and regular, 
life of Chloe Knox.

By SAM BYRD
Photo by SEFERINO GARCIA

The result? A clear-minded Chloe and a 
Texas-sized crown atop her head. And she 
still has not yet reached the age of 30. Just 
imagine what the future has in store for 
this boisterous beauty with the world at her 
well-heeled feet.

So what does Miss Gay Texas do in her 
downtime? It turns out, she is just a normal 
person like the rest of us.

“I live my day-to-day life in my messy 
apartment with my cat and go to work at 
my office job. It’s just doing normal things 
like getting groceries, and I think that’s 
what most people’s experience is,” she says. 
“Then, if I want to do something fun and 
exciting, I drive up to the RV park where 
my parents are staying, spend the night, 
and hang out with them. I watch South Park 
with my brother and then take a nap on the 
couch. I do very mundane things, but those 
are the things that are really fun and that I 
really enjoy.”

You heard it here first, folks. When she’s 
not busy advocating for world peace, Miss 
Gay Texas naps on a couch in an RV park, 
which is probably the most relatable com-
ment to ever cross a pageant winner’s lips.

Keep up with Chloe Knox 
on Instagram @chloeeknox.

A R T S  &  E N T E R T A I N M E N T

back even stronger.
 “I took a break, and then I came back for 

my fourth attempt at Miss Gay Texas. I had 
unfinished business,” she comments. We’re 
glad she did.

“I’m very grateful that I was able to deliver 
my best. The math was on my side going into fi-
nals, because that’s really what it comes down 
to. You can put out your best, and then it’s up to 
the judges,” she adds.

Chloe Knox, Miss Gay Texas America 2023
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B
efore Alison Arngrim became a 
gay icon for her portrayal of Nellie 
Oleson on TV’s Little House on the 
Prairie series, ranked the number 
one female villain in TV history by 
Vanity Fair, a rainbow beamed its 
way across the Ingalls family.  

Author R. Lee Ingalls is continuing in the 
footsteps of his great-grandfather’s cousin, 
Laura Ingalls Wilder. He recently released his 
second book, The Prairie Has a Rainbow, where 
he draws upon his personal memories of grow-
ing up to be an average American gay man who 
was born in the mid-1950s and was an adult 
during the AIDS crisis of the 1980s.

“I always felt, all my life, that at some point 
someone in our family would write additional 
stories about our family,” says Ingalls. “Once I 
got into my forties and nobody was doing that, I 
thought, ‘Okay, so it might have to be me.’” 

His readers may be surprised to discover 
that his book about his parents’ lives wasn’t 
where his writing journey began. “My first 
thought was to write my own story,” he admits. 
“As I began writing my story, I realized I 
should really write my parents’ book first, 
which is how I got to that.”

Fans of the writing of Laura Ingalls Wilder 
will find a similar storytelling style in The 
Prairie Has a Rainbow. “It takes an average 
American experience and shares the details 
of the impact of national and international 
events on a normal family,” explains Ingalls. 
Yet, the big difference is that we get this 
installment of the Ingalls family chronicles 
through the lens of growing up gay during a 
time when it was exceptionally hard to be gay.

As audiences read The Prairie Has a Rain-
bow, they will encounter watershed moments 
that hold historical significance for the author 
and his experiences. “In my generation, there 
was no social media, there was no internet, 
and parents and adults did absolutely control 
what was put in front of us and what we could 
see and know about. So I was 19 before I real-
ized that the gay community existed. In the 
book I talk about how I found that to be,” says 
Ingalls. “Then, absolutely, you can’t be a man of 
my generation and not talk about AIDS. I talk 
about my three long-term boyfriends (two of 
whom tested positive during our relationships) 
and the impact that AIDS had on our relation-
ships. When one partner is positive and one is 

not, it definitely shakes the foundations of your 
relationship.”

 The Prairie Has a Rainbow also includes 
Ingalls’ memorable experience at the 1998 Gay 
Games in Amsterdam. “I competed in the two 
dance genres and took first place in both,” he 
says. “While getting ready for the Gay Games, 
we did not have any exposure to any other com-
petitors. We had no idea what our competition 
looked like at all. Then to get over there and 
take two gold medals was just overwhelming.”

The narratives within the Little House on 
the Prairie novels and their adaptations for 
film, TV, and the stage are often recognized 
as being decidedly conservative, which could 
seem to complicate adding a gay narrative to 
this well-known family catalog. “Some of the 
foundations of Laura’s books were honesty, 
integrity, and doing the right thing when given 
the opportunity to do that. Adding the gay ele-
ment does not change any of that,” says Ingalls. 
“I wanted to illustrate that in my book. It’s still 
honesty, integrity, and doing the right thing 

R E A D  O U T

A Rainbow on the Prairie
R. Lee Ingalls shares his next installment of the Ingalls family chronicles.

By DAVID CLARKE

that are at the forefront of what our family is all 
about. It doesn’t matter if you’re gay or not.”

In today’s current political climate, though, 
many queer coming-of-age narratives are be-
ing hastily removed from libraries across the 
country. “I think that will impact my book—
simply because it has a gay theme, despite 
nothing in it being explicit,” Ingalls admits. 
“Intimacy should be part of everybody’s story, 
and I think that I share mine in a respectful 
manner for all audiences. But at the same time, 
I let people know that those relationships do 
exist, so I know that I’m going to experience 
that. I look forward to having the conversations 
with those people that would try to debate that 
issue with me.”

R. Lee Ingalls’ The Prairie Has a Rainbow 
is available on Amazon and other outlets. 

Follow R. Lee Ingalls on Instagram at both @
ThePrairieHasARainbow and @IngallsOnThe-
Prairie. For more information, visit ingallson-
theprairie.com.

Author R. Lee Ingalls, 
whose great-grandfather’s 
cousin wrote the  
Little House on the  
Prairie book series.
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S
wiss fiber artist Max Adrian 
explores the ideas of queer identity 
and utopia in his solo exhibit RIP-
STOP, currently on display at the 
Houston Center for Contemporary 
Craft (HCCC). 

We spoke with Sarah Darro, 
curator and exhibitions director for HCCC, 
who worked with Adrian for more than a year 
mounting the show. She told us she was first 
attracted to the out artist because of his intri-
cate, impeccable creations.

“I was attracted primarily by the rigorous 
craftsmanship and conceptual nature of the 
work. The work is so smart,” she says. “It’s 
about the constant state of becoming that’s 

involved in queer identity formation, how we’re 
constantly evolving, becoming ourselves, and 
always trying things on.”

RIPSTOP is a mid-career survey showing 
about a decade of work. Much of it is based on 
Adrian’s examination of José Esteban Muñoz’s 
book Cruising Utopia: The Then and There of 
Queer Futurity. 

“This is a body of work about Max’s vision 
about what queer utopia could look like, so 
I think it is important that he’s bringing his 
own experience and identity to it,” says Darro. 
“The premise is that utopias are always on the 
horizon; you’re never quite there yet. There’s 
a perpetual forward motion, always moving 
toward something.”

Searching for Queer Utopia 
 Max Adrian’s new exhibit is a hopeful search for the future. 

By OLIVIA FLORES ALVAREZ  |  Photo by KATY ANDERSON

Adrian, who uses the pronouns he and 
they, has a background in soft-sculptural, 
quilting,  puppetry, drag, and fetish wear. 
While much of his work is overtly related to 
queer identity, it also explores other topics 
including climate change and performance. 

“I don’t think this work needs to be 
presented in a specific framework about 
queerness,” Darro says. “At the same time, I 
think it brings a lot to the table when you in-
clude that. When we’re showing work about 
identity, it’s a really dynamic collaboration 
between a curator and an artist. I don’t 
think that the curator and the artist need to 
share the same background or preferences. 
My having a different background than the 

Max Adrian’s fiber-art installation RIPSTOP, at the  
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft through January.
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artist can sometimes bring out something 
interesting in a show. My being a good lis-
tener and asking the right questions is what 
helps to make a good show. Especially when 
we’re working on a solo exhibition, we work 
in a collaborative way and we don’t both 
have to have the same starting point.”

The exhibit includes several inflat-
able sculptures and patchwork quilt-like 
textiles. When visitors step into the gallery, 
motion sensors trigger airflow that fills the 
sculptures, causing them to grow and move. 

“They inflate in front of the visitor and 
perform for them,” Darro says. “They stay 
on for a while and then they eventually wilt 
and fall.” 

The sculptures seemingly engage 
with the viewer, interacting with them. 
“As soon as you walk in, you’re also on the 
stage. You’re performing, too. It’s really 
spectacular.”  

Adrian also includes several fiber 
creations, some of which evoke the AIDS 
Memorial Quilt. 

“There’s one quilt in the exhibition 
that’s made of pieces of underwear, hot 
pants, and donation elements from former 
lovers, and it’s called ‘Specimens of a Queer 
Quilt.’ I think those kinds of intimate de-

tails are important for his work and telling his 
story and his experience.” 

Adrian and Darro very purposefully 
worked on the exhibit’s layout. “It’s important 
to consider how you want people to feel when 
they walk in. The first thing that happens 
when you walk into the show is that five 8-foot 
creatures perk up and move. That was a very 

intentional move. I think something really 
beautiful and interesting can happen.  
RIPSTOP, the title, was also really intentional. 
It’s like a double command, almost like a direc-
tor telling you ‘Rip. Stop. Action. Cut.’ Max and 
I have been talking about what we hope people 
get out of this work,” Darro says. “Everybody 
brings a different experience and perception to 
the show, of course. As a curator, I want people 
to engage with the art. I want people to stop 
and do a close look and have an experience that 
is different from the rest of their day, where 
they are constantly scrolling and being busy 
thinking about what’s next. The show [will 
hopefully] make people stop and think deeper 
or move slower, maybe. All of these works are 
incredibly alluring and they draw you in. We 
want you to be drawn in and inspired. We want 
to think about how you are performing identity 
every day, and how you are contributing to a 
more equitable, safer, more utopian space that 
we share. It’s a really hopeful show.”

WHAT: Max Adrian: RIPSTOP 
WHERE: Houston Center for 
                  Contemporary Craft, 4848 Main St. 
WHEN: Through January 6, 2024 
INFO: For info, call 713-529-4848 or
             visit crafthouston.org.
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Swiss artist Max Adrian

MAX ADRIAN  |  CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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OUTSMART’S 26TH ANNUAL GAYEST & GREATEST READERS’ CHOICE AWARDS
OCTOBER 18, 2023
Nearly 500 guests gathered at South Beach Houston for the 2023 Gayest & Greatest Readers’ 
Choice Awards celebration, presented by Bayou City Smiles, Legacy Community Health, and Premier 
Wireless. Partygoers were treated to delicious gourmet bites from Kindred Kitchen and Dessert Gal-
lery, with signature cocktails created by mixologist Chad Pigg. There were performances throughout 
the evening by Queen Persephone and Chloe Crawford Ross, and comedian Keisha Hunt had the 
audience in stitches with her comedy. Each year, OutSmart readers get the chance to vote for their 
favorites in a wide range of categories. This year, nearly 100,000 votes were cast for Houston’s most 
prominent community leaders and entertainers, health and beauty providers, and restaurants and 
nightlife spots, among many others.
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johnaarononline.com

CALL TODAY!  832-234-2542  | info@bkby.org | www.bkby.org | 99 Detering St., Ste 106, Houston, TX 77007

BKBY is a team 
of experienced 
bookkeepers. We 
provide full-charge 
bookkeeping services 
to small businesses, 
sole-proprietors, 
and individuals.                
Our combined years 
of experience and 
genuine desire to be 
of service, makes our 
team the perfect fit 
for small businesses 
that are seeking                  
an outsourced 
solution for their             
bookkeeping needs.

“BKBY is so much more than  
a bookkeeping service.”

—Deborah B.

“BKBY has handled all of our  
financial management 

for over five years.”  
—Dr. Penchas

“BKBY went above and beyond…  
as I have never seen a company  

do for a customer.”  
—The BL Family

“BKBY has saved me from 
an accounting nightmare!”

—Whitney K.

“BKBY provides  
top notch services.”  

—Will P.

“BKBY keeps everything  
running smoothly.” 

—Hollee M.



      OutSmartMagazine.com  |  NOVEMBER 2023  59

Photos by DALTON DEHART & CREW

O U T  T H E R E

KATY PRIDE CELEBRATION  
AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
OCTOBER 14, 2023
First Christian Church Katy hosted the 
inaugural Katy Pride Festival, a family-
friendly event with bounce houses, face 
painting, games, and music for kids. Add-
ing to the festivities, there was a pumpkin 
patch, food and drinks for sale, and an ar-
ray of events including a chalk art contest 
and fashion show.



60   NOVEMBER 2023  |  OutSmartMagazine.com

Steven W. Coats was not too 
keen about signing up for yet 
another dating app. “I had been 
single and tried several dating 
apps to great disappointment. 

A former partner nudged me for six months to 
try Hinge, but I was skeptical,” Steven says. 
But he decided to give it a go just the same.

“To my surprise, I met Travis within about 
two weeks of being on the app. Looking back, 

Love Beyond Skepticism
Steven W. Coats and Travis J. Miller’s
unconventional path to a lasting union

By JENNY BLOCK
Photos by ANTHONY GORDON

WEDDING GUIDE

Travis J. Miller (l) and Steven W. Coats

I have to eat my words of cynicism that all 
dating apps were just fronts for superficial 
nonsense,” he says. It was August 26, 2020, 
when the two began talking, and it wasn’t long 
before they knew it was love.

Travis J. Miller says that, aside from real-
izing that their core values were aligned, he 
also knew he had finally found someone who 
accepted him for who he is. But that wasn’t all. 
“We both have the same passion for rescuing 

dogs, and both wanted to have a dog rescue in 
our future,” he adds.

 Though glad that gay marriage was final-
ly legal, Steven had doubts that a relationship 
with that level of commitment was in his 
future. “I did not think I would meet a person 
with whom I wanted the full transparency, 
property rights, and other privileges that 
come with legal marriage. But Travis was 
that person,” Steven says. 

The night that truly sealed the deal was 
when Steven was grilling steaks for friends, 
lost track time of time, and ruined them. 
“I was so disappointed in myself and upset 
that I couldn’t offer my guests a delicious 
meal. I remember making eye contact with 
Travis. He looked at me and stretched his 
arms toward me with an invitation that 
seemed to say, ‘Come to me. It’s okay. I love 
you anyway.’”

Travis explains that it was Steven who 
proposed to him. “We had a pool party and 
cookout gathering at our house for my 36th 
birthday. Everyone was gathered outside  
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he played an arrangement of Tina Turner’s 
“Simply the Best” that was shown on Schitt’s 
Creek. He used that song as a call to gather 
everyone around. Steven got down on one 
knee and gave a touching proposal to me and 
to all who witnessed, dripping wet in our 
bathing suits.”

Since they share a dream to own a dog 
rescue, the two made a special request of 
their wedding guests. “We asked that, if 
guests were so inclined to bring a wedding 
gift, they bring a monetary donation. We had 
such a good response that we were able to use 
those gifts as the down payment on the land 
that we purchased in December 2022 where 
we will build our new home and onsite dog 
rescue,” Steven says.

Travis, 37, from Stroudsburg, Penn-
sylvania, is a graduate of SUNY Onondaga 
Community College and is a physical thera-
pist assistant at Empower Me Wellness, a 
rehabilitation and assisted living facility in 
Atascocita.

Steven, 52, holds a BA in psychology and 
an MA in clinical psychology from Mid-
western State University, as well as a PhD 
in school psychology with specialization in 
neuropsychological evaluation from Texas 
Woman’s University. He is a licensed psy-
chologist in Texas practicing forensic psy-
chology in criminal law for the Competency 
and Sanity Evaluation Unit serving the 
Harris County Criminal Courts in Houston. 
Steven is from Vernon, Texas.

The two were wed on September 24, 
2023, at Hidden Pines near Lake Houston 
with Reverend Michael Knowlton officiat-
ing. The couple, of course, wanted an LG-

singing, ‘I Wanna Dance with Somebody,’ 
from the late Whitney Houston. Everyone 
in attendance, without being cued, joined in 
unison as we sang a brief part of the chorus,” 
Steven says.

It was very important to both of them that 
the wedding be a ministry of love for everyone 
there. “We organized the wedding around the 
theme of ‘Choose Love.’ So it was important 
that we showed love to our guests and that 
they felt a part of the ceremony and celebra-
tion,” Steven explains.

The guests were an impressive reflection 
of the couple’s love and respect for all people, 
with guests ranging in age from adolescence 
to 80s; Christians of all types, including con-
servative, liberal, Protestant, and Catholic, as 
well as Muslim, atheist, agnostic, white, black, 
Hispanic, Asian, blue collar, white collar, red-
neck, and metrosexual friends and family.

It was a day of love and diversity and 
connection for ztwo men who knew right 
away they had found their happily ever after. 
“Steven is a very empathic person who is able 
to feel how someone could be feeling and is a 
very emotionally expressive person,” Travis 
says. “He also loves dogs, and without that, 
we would not have made it past the first lunch 
date.”

“Travis is so gentle. I call him my ‘sweet 
man.’ I also tease him that I rank second to 
our seven dogs, but I’m still glad to wear the 
wedding ring,” Steven says. “He’s also keenly 
in tune with my feelings; I can’t hide if I’m 
feeling sad or stewing about something. Best 
of all, I feel like I can just be myself with him.”

WANT TO TELL YOUR STORY?
Email us at letters@outsmartmagazine.com

BTQ-friendly venue. “The wedding consultant 
said that they have booked other weddings for 
our community, but this was her first and she 
was so excited. She even reassured us by point-
ing out on printed materials as well as on their 
website that they are an equal opportunity 
business and don’t discriminate,” Travis says.

For both Steven and Travis, one of the best 
moments of the wedding was the “laying on of 
hands.” “The idea is that the faith community 
makes an outward, visible show of support for 
a newly ordained pastor by gathering around 
him/her, placing their hands as a group on 
the person’s head/shoulders/arms/back, and 
offering a prayer of blessing,” says Steven, who 
grew up with the tradition.

In a less traditional but also favorite mo-
ment during the vows, “I broke out in song 
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General Dermatology
Cosmetic Dermatology
Skin Cancer Surgery
Micro Laser Peel
IPL Photofacial 
Microneedling
Chemical Peels

Botox & Fillers
Laser Hair Removal

Leg & Facial Veins
iS Clinical

Glytone
EltaMD

obagi

HEIGHTS DERMATOLOGY 
& AESTHETIC CENTER

Come in for a free cosmetic consultation!

Dr. Alpesh Desai
Dr. Tejas Desai

Board Certified 
Dermatologists

2120 Ashland St.
Houston, TX  77008

713.864.2659

HeightsSkin.com

Now offering: Superficial Radiation Therapy (SRT) for the 
non-surgical treatment of non-melanoma skin cancers.
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Voted the Best
Place to Watch Male Dancers
Tues. and Thurs, – Sunday Nights

There’s always something going on at TONY’S CORNER POCKET!

817 W. Dallas
713.571.7870

Nightly Specials – Call for Details
Cold Beverages & Hot Guys!

Houston’s Hottest 
Male Amateur 
Strip Contest 

Headquarters!

B A R  G U I D E
G U I D E

&

GU I D E

&
Voted the Best
Place to Watch 
Male Dancers

Tues. and Thurs, – Sunday Nights

There’s always something going on at TONY’S CORNER POCKET!

Nightly Specials – Call for Details
Cold Beverages & Hot Guys!

Houston’s Hottest 
Male Amateur 
Strip Contest 

scan here
to check out our list

of LGBTQ bars and clubs
in Houston, GAlveston, 

Huntsville, Spring, 
and college Station. 

OutSmart’s Bar Guide is now on your 
phone! Scan here to check out our directory 

of LGBTQ bars and clubs in and around Houston, 
including your favorites in Galveston, Huntsville, 
Spring, and College Station. Whether you’re a 
local or a visitor, we’ve got you covered with this 
updated guide to the best LGBTQ-friendly spaces.

Lynette Lew • 713.582.2202 
Residential and Commercial Realtor
Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate Gary Greene
Gary Greene Commercial Properties

Lynette@LynetteLew.com  |  www.LynetteLew.com

LILLY RODDY
A S T R O L O G E R

Voted BEST ASTROLOGER 
by OutSmart Readers

713.529.5842
Lillycath@aol.com • www.LillyRoddyShow.com

CONSULTATIONS BY 
APPOINTMENT ONLY

GIFT CERTIFICATES • CREDIT CARDS

Right now is the perfect opportunity
TO BE PROUD OF WHO YOU ARE
TO BE COMPASSIONATE TO
YOURSELF AND OTHERS

Voted BEST ASTROLOGER 

TO SHOW GRATITUDE TO THOSE
YOU LOVE AND TRULY APPRECIATE

Thank you again 
to my OutSmart 

readers for voting me 
Best Astrologer for 
all of these years.”

Personal astrological sessions

Relationship readings - personal / business

Presentations & lectures to organizations

ReBar evolved into Rich’s Houston, a vibe restaurant, 
lounge & boutique day / night life experience.
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S I G N  O U T

ARIES (Mar. 21–Apr. 19)
You are interested in deeper levels of commitment and 
connection in your relationships. You may be looking 
for signs of reassurance that your feelings are justified. 
You are also more suspicious of people’s actions. Your 
impulse buying is also stronger this month. Toward 
the end of the month, your attitude seems to lighten. 
You are really getting into the holiday spirit, wanting 
to have more fun and take a break from your usual 
schedule. This is a good time for international business, 
travel, and marketing yourself via social media. You 
may want a smaller gathering for the holidays so there 
is less to deal with.

TAURUS (Apr. 20–May 20) 
Relationships are still the big topic as the month 
begins. The October 28th Eclipse triggered a desire 
to take your relationship to the next level and resolve 
issues so you can move forward. Bonding on a mental, 
physical, and emotional level adds layers of trust and 
conviction. However, if your partnership is not doing 
well, these same energies can upend it by rooting out 
the truth. Your career shifts and reevaluations continue, 
only getting stronger as we get closer to the New Year. 
The changes going on at work have to do with shifts 
in management power, and you may choose to look for 
greener pastures. You are looking for something differ-
ent and fun for Thanksgiving.

GEMINI (May 21–June 21)
This month you are paying attention to routines and de-
tails. People at work may be grumpier than usual, and 
you could easily get caught up in that. You will also be 
paying more attention to your health, exercise routines, 
and eating habits. Career energies are very strong this 
month and will continue to get stronger through the 
New Year. You are looking to take on more responsibil-

ity and work your way up the ladder. You may want to 
do something on your own. This is a great month to get 
that started, as spring brings a lot of opportunity. In the 
latter part of the month, your attention shifts to rela-
tionships. This will be your time to strengthen bonds in 
all your partnerships.

CANCER (June 22–July 22)
You Moon Kids are in a creative and playful time as the 
month begins. This is a great month to engage in your 
hobbies or even take them to the next level. If you have 
children, you will want to spend more time with them, 
as they help remind you what having fun really means! 
You also want to connect and renew your social groups 
and your friends. They can really bring some light, 
hope, and support into your life. In the latter part of the 
month, you are more aware of your routines or lack of 
them. You will be more stimulated to pay attention to 
your health regimen. Your coworkers can seem crankier 
than usual, so be cautious about being drawn into their 
drama. You may be minimizing your holidays this year. 
You are beginning to question your career direction, 
and that gets stronger through 2024.

LEO (July 23–Aug. 22)
Home and family are being highlighted this month. You 
want to spend more time at home or in places you feel 
more comfortable. This can also be a time for relocat-
ing, doing some remodeling, and shifts in family power 
dynamics. Some of this was triggered by the October 
28 Eclipse. This same energy has been impacting your 
career over the last year, and now the universe turns up 
the intensity. You are looking for a career that allows 
more creative expression, and not a helicopter boss. 
For some, this can also be a time of enjoying a better 
balance between work and home life. At the end of the 
month, you are ready for fun and relaxation.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.22)
You are more clear and direct in your communica-
tions this month. You are also getting your life 
more organized. This is a great time to improve 
your health and eating habits, as you are ready for 
a change. You have been paying more attention to 
your boundaries, and others may see this as you be-
ing less flexible and more irritable. You are looking 
at setting new long-term goals for your partnership. 
In the latter part of the month, home and family take 
the spotlight. You may be undecided about what you 
are going to do for the holidays, but family tradition 
may not seem as appealing to you as it once was. 
The latter part of the month is good for making your 
nest more comfortable..

LIBRA (Sept. 23–Oct. 23)
Relationships continue to be very important as 
the month begins. This month, you are looking for 
emotional trust and your partner being more open 
about their intentions. Your physical needs may be 
stronger, and you won’t be waiting for your partner 
to take the lead. This area remains active, as the 
Eclipse cycle is active in Libra/Aries through the 
end of the year. Value and self-worth are also very 
important this month. You may be seeking a raise 
or looking elsewhere for work. In the latter part of 
the month, you are more direct in your communica-
tions, and you need to watch to make sure you don’t 
overload your schedule. You are looking to keep 
your holidays simple. Home life is slowly getting 
more stable.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24–Nov. 21)
Happy birthday to you! This is your personal annual 
cycle of evaluating the past year and setting new 
objectives for the coming year. You are more direct 

November is an active month with a lot of positive energy in 
the first weeks. The Sun begins the month in Scorpio, and 
we are emotionally alert and ready to respond to our intu-
ition. At this time of year, energies begin to build as we near 
the New Year. The New Moon on the 13th energizes us to 

make better use of the resources around us. We are looking at trust in re-
lationships, as well. The Full Moon on the 27th opens us up to new people 
and new situations to explore and enjoy. The Thanksgiving holidays may 
not be as cheery as we would like. Keep your expectations very realistic.

The Sun enters Sagittarius on the 22nd. Mercury also starts the 
month in Scorpio but soon enters Sagittarius on the 10th. Mars continues 
through Scorpio and also enters Sagittarius on the 24th. Jupiter remains 
in Taurus, Saturn in Pisces, Uranus in Taurus, Neptune in Pisces, and 
Pluto in Scorpio.

Good days this month are November 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 15, 17, 18, 20, and 21. 
Difficult days are November 10, 11, 13, 16, 23–27, and 30.
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By LILLY RODDY

Harnessing the Intensity
Scorpio’s emotional alertness sets the tone for a month of cosmic surges.
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eventually make her way to you! This month, career and 
long-term security is important for all Aquarians. You 
want to take a leadership role, start your own business 
or, if you are older, look toward doing something you 
enjoy instead of being good at rolling the rock uphill 
every day. There can also be huge shifts with your fam-
ily. You want to keep your holiday simple this year. You 
are not willing to be around people you don’t care for. 
Start clearing out the closets and storerooms. You will 
need the freedom!

PISCES (Feb. 19–Mar. 20)
Saturn—planet of structure, career, personal disci-
pline, and aging—is moving through your sign for 
the next couple of years. This will motivate you to 
rethink your career path or your personal goals. You 
are not as open and flexible as you have been. In the 
latter part of the month, your career energies are very 
active. You will want to take the lead, or you may be 
searching for something that really fits you. You are 
also reviewing relationships and setting new goals 
and plans. You want your partner to participate more 
as you look for a greater sense of trust and common-
alities. The holidays will be low-key for you. You will 
be very selective about the people you spend your 
time with. This will extend past the holidays and well 
into next year.

For more info, visit lillyroddyshow.com. 

and real, and moving faster than usual. Although 
you don’t give up on things easily, this month your 
temper is really tested. Personal relationships can 
be edgy and need some TLC. You want to know that 
your partner really cares. This is a good time to 
meet someone new or to take your partnership to 
the next level. This is also a good time for business 
partnerships. It will be easy to see if you are both on 
the same page. There continues to be big shifts in 
your family. You may be considering moving or do-
ing some personal downsizing. The holidays should 
flow along for you fairly easily, but you are wanting 
to keep things more simple. In the latter part of 
the month, you are interested in investments and 
increasing your income.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.22–Dec.21) 
You are in more of a rest and retreat mode as 
the month begins. This is a much better time for 
paying attention to your health and how your work 
contributes to your sense of inner security. You may 
be updating your office systems and working more 
from home. You are also interested in your spiritual 
development in the first half of the month. In the 
latter part of the month, you leave your spiritual re-
treat and come back to the village. There is plenty of 
activity—you are doing some personal downsizing 
and making better use of your time. You have little 
patience for people who are childish or can’t figure 

out a way to solve their problems. The holidays are 
important for you this month because they represent 
a shift from the past to the present. Traditions will be 
important for you.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22–Jan. 19)
Your public life, work life, and social life are all very ac-
tive this month. This started at the October 28 Eclipse. 
In your career, you are looking for something that is en-
gaging and not just task-oriented. What matters for you 
is the relationships with your clients. With the Eclipse 
cycle occurring in your home and work life this year, 
you are rethinking your life in both these areas. This is 
a good time to get involved in community activities and 
to take on a leadership role. You have a lot of chutzpa 
and don’t mind saying what you think. As we move into 
the latter part of the month, you are ready for a break. 
This is how you normally respond to the Thanksgiving 
holiday. Make sure you have a clear exit plan, and only 
stay as long as you want!

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20–Feb. 18) 
Life is changing for you Aquarians as Pluto, the planet 
of transformation and release, travels through Aquarius 
for the next 21 years. For now, she is impacting the 
people born in the earliest days of the sign. These 
folks are looking at a total overhaul of their lives, 
relationships, career, children, and personal goals and 
expressions. For the rest of you Aquarians, Pluto will 

voted Best
Import Auto

Dealership
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I have two illegitimate kids: Duckie DuJour and 
Ivanna Cupcake Hyde. 

Guilty pleasure? 
Hustlers, if we’re being honest. Pizza is a  
close second. 

Tell us about your aesthetic.  
Hmm, you tell me, then we’ll both know.

What’s your must-have clothing  
accessory/prop?  
I love my camel toe panties. They complete 
every outfit. 

What was your dream job as a child? 
Not to work. But if I did have to, it would 
be for the Townsend Agency. 

Favorite bad word? 
Lana Blake, Lol. I don’t really have a 

favorite. 

What do you want the world to know 
about the LGBTQ community?  
We are not the enemy.

Have you ever had a defining moment in 
your life?  
I was bullied in the first grade. I knew I had to 
knock that kid out to stop it there. 

What are your passions in life?  
Cooking. I’m a bit of a ghetto gourmet.  
Also singing. I’m horrible but I like it. 

Who are your favorite artists to perform? 
Lynda Carter, Cheryl Ladd, George Michael, 
Boy George, and Devin.

Which candy or dessert would best de-
scribe you, and why? 
Toss-up between “Sock it to me” cake, tart 
turnover, and an upside down pound cake. Why? 
They’re my positions in bed.

If you could pick one celebrity (living or 
dead) to perform with you, who would it 
be, and why? Diane Jackson. She gave me a 
chance, and I’d like to thank her. 

Where can fans see you perform? 
I’m a Barcode exclusive. I’m there Monday 
through Wednesday nights.

​​Nothing to Hyde
Tanya Hyde turns dull into delicious with her humor

W I G G I N G  O U T

By SAM BYRD  |  Photo by ALEX ROSA

Tanya Hyde is an open book. She 
lets it all hang out with no pretense. 
She’s the personification of “zero 
Fs to give.” All she needs is an outfit 
and a touch of makeup, and she lets 

her dry wit take over from there. She is proof that 
there is “nothing to Hyde” when you’re having fun. 
Find out more about what makes this bar fly tick.

Pronouns?  
Any/All. I’m something for everyone. 

Inner Avatar? 
A ’70s crime fighter . . . ranging from  
Charlie’s Angels to Electra Woman.

Hometown? 
Born and reared in San Antonio, but I’ve 
lived anywhere from Hawaii to South 
Carolina.

Drag birthday?  
November 2. I tell everyone I was born after a 
great Halloween party. 

What interested you in drag?  
It was almost a dare. Someone said, “Oh, I can 
 just see you doing drag.” 

Describe Tanya Hyde’s persona. 
A ’70s TV variety show.

Any titles or pageants?
No, but I do have a Tony’s Corner Pocket Heroes 
plaque on my wall that I’m very proud of. 

What’s on your bucket list? 
I’ve done everything I want to do. Now, I’m just 
open to whatever the Lord has in store.

Most memorable moment as a performer? 
An audience member was in a seminary school 
and had asked for “a sign.” I had just performed 
“Ageless (Medley)” by Amy Grant, and that person 
thanked me.

Most embarrassing moment on stage? 
When you perform comedy, there are very few 
embarrassing moments. 

Ultimate goal as a performer? 
To keep being entertaining. 

Let us know about your drag family. 
Follow Tanya on X @tanyahyde19 
and on Instagram @tanyahyde39



DO IT
Getting tested for HIV is
quick, easy, and FREE.

Find a location near you OR request an at-home test kit at
LegacyCommunityHealth.org/GetTested.

Plus, learn which HIV prevention and treatment options work for you.  

ANYWHERE, ANYTIME
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JACQUELYN 
CLEMMER
Favor i te

Female  Denta l 
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SAMUEL A. 
CARRELL, DDS 

AUSTIN T.
FAULK, DDS

620 West Alabama  |  Houston, TX 77006
713.529.4364  |   MONTROSEDDS.COM

GENERAL & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

“I LOVED MY DENTIST SO MUCH, I MARRIED HIM!”
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