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Y E A R S  

As the housing market shifts 
this year, we check in with real-
estate professionals across Houston 
who answer the questions on many 
of our readers’ minds: Is it time to 
buy, sell, remodel, or just wait? 

Finally, we join the community 
in offering a hearty congratula-
tions to Harris County Judge Beau 
Miller, who recently accepted the 
Mayor Parker Leadership Award at 
the LGBTQ+ Victory Fund’s recent 
awards event. As a public official 
and co-chair of the Houston Bar 
Association’s LGBTQ+ Committee, 
Miller has continually given back to 
and advocated for Houston’s queer 
community. Don’t miss his inspir-
ing acceptance speech on page 42 
that details his 2015 ordeal with his 
father, a conservative Texas legisla-
tor who filed a House bill in Austin 
that would have abolished local 
protections for LGBTQ citizens, 
including his own son. 

And speaking of the legislative 
battles in Austin that demand our 
attention, this month’s OutSmart 
news section features a look at 
the anti-trans and anti-drag show 
legislation that is currently being 
debated. It’s encouraging to see 
so many protesters in Austin who 
have swarmed the State Capitol to 
advocate for equality. 

The inspiring words of Judge 
Beau Miller should be resonating 
with our local LGBTQ community 
this month as we continue to move 
forward in the face of adversity: 
“You have to answer the call. Step 
up, no matter how scary it seems. 
We have to act to make our lives 
better. And acting requires more 
than just showing up.”

Greg Jeu
Publisher

Since the first print issue 
of OutSmart magazine 
hit the stands in 1994, 
much has changed for 
Houston’s LGBTQ com-

munity. With this issue, we celebrate 
being 30, flirty, and thriving as we look 
back at everything that’s happened 
since our 25th birthday. 

In this issue, Zach McKenzie 
looks back at our past five years of 
reporting—from Pride Houston’s 40th 
anniversary in June 2017 to mourning 
the death of trans activist and journal-
ist Monica Roberts to, just last month, 
ringing in The Diana Foundation’s 
70th year and spotlighting Pearl Bar 
owner Julie Mabry. We are grateful 
that OutSmart’s family of readers, 

advertisers, and contributors 
continues to support our 
efforts in bringing you these 
stories. 

We also check in with four 
local personalities who have ap-
peared on previous OutSmart 
covers—including this month’s 

cover star, Harper Watters. 
Thanks to local photog-
rapher Frank Hernandez 
and OutSmart’s talented 
creative director, Alex 
Rosa, for collaborating 

on our second cover 
featuring Houston 
Ballet’s dynamic and 
gifted first soloist.

Elsewhere in this 
issue, we chat with 
Jonathan Estrada, 
the gay Pasadena City 
Council member who 

is seeking a second 
term. He talks 

  about the progress 
he’s made in his 

majority-Hispanic 
district while noting that Pasadena 
is just beginning to elect officials 
who are more representative of the 
city’s diversity. 
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C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

Hop into Easter weekend with 
Bunnies on the Bayou, a nonprofit 
organization working to promote 
human-rights awareness and 
improve the quality of life for 
Houston’s LGBTQ community. 

Their fundraising calendar 
culminates in a downtown out-
door festival on Easter Sunday at 
Sesquicentennial Park, featur-
ing bars throughout the festival 
grounds and a lineup of entertain-
ers who are ready to impress. 

Featuring DJ Drew G of Dirty 
Pop, Lexus Chandelier, Miss Toto,  
DJ Corey Craig, and DJ Aracely 
Manterola, Bunnies on the 
Bayou brings some of the best 
and brightest DJs together to 
celebrate Space City’s queer  
community. 

Tickets are available for 
purchase online in advance, with 
early-bird tickets discounted and 
an array of VIP tickets available.
tinyurl.com/2p8td3yp

COMMUNITY
April 9

BUNNIES ON THE BAYOU

QUEER
THINGS to DO

STAGE
April 4–16

LEGALLY BLONDE
Whether they’re “gay or European,” audiences are sure to 
love this Theatre Under the Stars production of Broadway’s 
ultimate tribute to girl power. Enjoy a post-show reception 
at Out@TUTS April 13. tinyurl.com/3wwtrtur

ART
April 15

ART CAR PARADE
The Orange Show’s Art Car Parade returns for its 36th year 
with Bun B as grand marshal, culminating its weeklong 
lineup of artsy events April 6–16. The parade will make its 
way through the streets of Houston, with prime viewing 
areas near City Hall. tinyurl.com/28nwadjz

For a weekly roundup of 
LGBTQ 

happenings,  visit OutSmart-Magazine.com
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ART
April 14

ART CAR BALL
The Orange Show’s ball features a 
slate of artists (including LGBTQ 
musicians Boyfriend and Caleb de 
Casper) for a night of live music, 
interactive and performance art, 
food and drinks, and fire-breath-
ing art cars.
tinyurl.com/mpk8n3z9

ART
April 14–15

FEMINIST VISUAL 
CULTURES
Rice University’s art history de-
partment and its Center for the 
Study of Women, Gender, and 
Sexuality partner to host a con-
ference asking, “Where are our 
women artists?” A wide range of 
time periods and cultures will be 
explored.  
tinyurl.com/ypbn6bh8

More Queer Things to Do ➝

COMMUNITY
April 28

TRANS MEN 
OF COLOR SOCIAL
The Montrose Center hosts Save 
Our Sons and Brothers, a social for 
trans men of color in Houston to 
connect with each other through 
casual discussion and games.
tinyurl.com/29t82z9w

NIGHTLIFE
April 7–9

REVELRY WEEKEND
Celebrate Easter weekend with 
five parties at five venues and nine 
DJs, culminating in the Bunnies 
on the Bayou after-party. 
tinyurl.com/bdh3r8k6

STAGE
April 21–23 

ERAS TOUR
Taylor Swift’s Eras Tour, with an 
opening act by bisexual musician 
beabadoobee, has been the hot 
topic in congressional hearings 
and on social media. 
tinyurl.com/268nhdcp

COMMUNITY 
April 13

BIG GAY 
MOVIE NIGHT
Sir Rat Leather and Slut Mon-
key’s April movie night will 
feature Hedwig and the Angry 
Inch. Come out to enjoy the show 
and connect with other LGBTQ 
community members.
tinyurl.com/4xsv6mj4

COMMUNITY
April 7

FIRST-FRIDAY POETRY 
Houston’s oldest poetry reading 
series relaunches post-COVID at 
InPrint House. The re-inaugural 
reading features poet-activist 
Marlon Lizama, author of My 
Spanglish Hip Hop Story.
tinyurl.com/4tzwtk2b

COMMUNITY
Through April 23 

WOMAN, THE SPIRIT 
OF THE UNIVERSE
The Houston Holocaust Mu-
seum presents an installation 
of bronze collars inspired by 23 
women’s-rights activists from 
the late 1600s to the present, in-
cluding Governor Ann Richards 
and Sojourner Truth.
tinyurl.com/2mhtd3sx

STAGE
April 14

BALLET FOLKLÓRICO 
LOS ANGELITOS
Miller Outdoor Theatre presents 
an evening of dance from the 
diverse regions of Mexico. The 
Folklórico troupe will enliven 
the stage with music, dance, and 
vibrant costumes.
tinyurl.com/ft7x9eu

COMMUNITY
April 15

NO SAVIORS, 
NO PRISONS
UH Q+mmunity is hosting four 
panelists with experience in the 
sex trades who will challenge the 
community to rethink traditional 
social-work practices. There will 
also be tabling from local organi-
zations and free food.
tinyurl.com/5n7p8nmx

NIGHTLIFE
April 8

FURBALL HOUSTON
Visit KIKI’S to celebrate Bun-
nies on the Bayou weekend with 
hot dancers, hot men, and more. 
Leather gear is encouraged but 
not mandatory, and a clothes-
check is available.
tinyurl.com/4rantv3y

Caleb de
Casper
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C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

Submit your events at calendar@outsmartmagazine.com

SAVE the DATES
QUEERTHINGS to DO

OutSmart turns 30! Congrats and thank you
for years of service to the community.

COMMUNITY
May 6

BLACK QUEER AF 
MUSIC FESTIVAL
The Black Queer AF Music Festival 
returns to Houston for a second year 
that promises to be bigger and better 
than ever. In addition to a full schedule 
of music and entertainment, highlights 
include immersive games and a launch 
celebration for 14 businesses that are part 
of the Project Liberate program. This 
festival has been created and produced 
with Houston’s Black LGBTQ community 
in mind. tinyurl.com/32bfm4k7

COMMUNITY 
May 29

GAY 10K
No matter your experience level, 
join the Gay 10K for a 5K/10K 
walk-or-run event to raise 
money for Legacy Community 
Health. tinyurl.com/3bajvt33

STAGE
May 12–June 4

TORERA
Developed as part of the Alley’s new-plays festival, Torera follows 
Elena Ramírez as she enters the male-dominated world of bull-
fighting. When she discovers she’s up to beat even the most ac-
complished toreros, she has to make a decision between accepting 
society’s limits or breaking boundaries. tinyurl.com/33z793zh

KenTheMan

STAGE
May 24–June 5

DIVERGENCE
The Houston Ballet presents a trio of 
performances: Angular Momentum, 
which pays homage to Space City 
architecture; and Divergence, return-
ing to the stage as a complete work for 
the first time since 2012. A new work by 
choreographer Justin Peck, the mind 
behind Golden Globe winner West Side 
Story, will also make its premiere. For a 
reception before the show and during in-
termission, join OutSmart June 6 for Out 
at the Ballet.  tinyurl.com/bdznf9f3 
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On March 4, 2023, the Heights Crawfish Festival 
was held at Resurrection MCC. Pictured are Aaron 
Rublein, Kedric Brown, Ernest Alejandro Ramirez, 
Jennifer Hicks, Suzzette Cotto, Reinel Solano, and 
Eduardo Sagrera.

Nick Hellyar, candidate for Houston City Council At 
Large Position 1, held a reception on March 5, 2023. 
Pictured are former Houston CM Mike Laster, 
CM Robert Gallegos, former CM Sue Lovell, CM 
candidate Nick Hellyar, and CM Council candidate 
Mario Castillo.

On March 11, 2023, international drag chanteuse Var-
la Jean Merman presented Ready to Blow at MATCH. 
Pictured are Gerald Goode, Varla Jean Merman, 
Brian Johnson (with Jasper), and Brian Walker.

The MSLA Silver Balls and Fireballs held a fund-
raiser at George Country Sports Bar on March 11, 
2023. Pictured are members of the two teams.

On March 14, 2023, a book signing and discussion of 
Before Lawrence v. Texas: The Making of a Queer Social 
Movement was held with author Wesley G. Phelps. 
Pictured are Shaun Nelson, Dr. Blake Ellis, Dr. Wesley 
Phelps, Devon Phelps, and Dr. John Boles.

On March 26, 2023, Bunnies on the Bayou held 
its Bonnet and Basket Bash at KIKI. Pictured are 
present and past Bunnies hosts.

Victory Fund held a reception for Tammy Baldwin at 
the home of Richard Holt and Mark McMasters on 
March 4, 2023. Pictured are former Mayor Annise 
Parker, US Representative Tammy Baldwin, and 
Richard Holt.

On March 16, 2023, ActOUT at the Alley Theatre 
for Cowboy Bob was held. Pictured are Alvin 
Weingartner, Kiki  Neumann, Susan Rice,  
Tina Berry, Kelly Dempsey, Lauren Pellitier,
and Michael Shanks.

S C E N E  O U T

Photos by
 DALTON DEHART AND CREW

The Krewe of Olympus held its membership 
meeting on March 25, 2023, and an appreciation 
party the following day. Pictured are Krewe leaders 
Rex Marzke, Clint Harwell, Andy Eversole, David 
Wallace, Debbie Helweg, and David Gandy.

On March 25, 2023, the Miss LSVA Pageant was 
held at South Beach. Pictured are Shenita Q. Pon 
(the new Miss LSVA 2023) and Viva Vidalia (first 
runner-up).

OUT at the Ballet for Summer and Smoke was held 
at the Wortham Center on March 17, 2023. Pictured 
are Dennis Nance, Elizabeth Sosa Bailey,  
AJ Morton, Gayle Collins, Michael Collins,  
Dee Kreft, JD Bartel, Jeff Hoffman, James Hays,  
and James Harris. 

The Greater Houston LGBTQ Chamber’s 3rd Thursday 
Breakfast at Harold’s on March 16, 2023, featured Olivia 
Lee, director of boards and commissions for the City of 
Houston; and Maria Montes, Harris County’s director 
of boards and commissions. Pictured are Alli Jarrett, 
Maria Montes, Tammi Wallace, and Olivia Lee.
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N E W S

Trans Hate Gains Steam
in Both Austin and DC

HB 1686 advances as “trans-shooter” rhetoric increases.
By MARENE GUSTIN

On Monday, March 27, HB 1686, a 
bill banning doctors from prescrib-
ing puberty blockers and hormone 
medications, and performing 

surgeries to treat minors diagnosed with gender 
dysphoria, had its first committee hearing in 
Austin. The bill would strip any doctor who 
provides such care of their medical license, 
and prohibit insurers from covering the costs 
of prescribing puberty blockers and hormone 
therapies. 

Republicans say they have the votes to pass 
it through the 150-member house, as a majority 
of members have signed on as co-authors. The 
Senate has already passed SB 14, a similar ver-

sion of the bill. During the March 16 hearing on 
SB 14, Houston GOP activist Steven Hotze went 
on an anti-trans tirade, calling doctors who 
provide this type of health care “pedophiles.” 

HB 1686 is one of a record number of anti-
LGBTQ bills filed in the 88th Legislative Ses-
sion. It has support from Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick, 
although Gov. Greg Abbott has not endorsed it 
yet. In a March 27 “Fight for Our Lives” rally, 
2,519 people signed up to speak against the 
bill, but over 400 were not allowed to speak at 
the state Public Health Committee meeting in 
Austin, which lasted around 11 hours.

“We know our kids deserve every oppor-
tunity to not only live as themselves, but to 

thrive,” Landon Richie, with the Trans-
gender Education Network of Texas 
(TENT), said at the rally, which was 
covered by KVUE-TV in Austin. “No 
matter what happens here today, at this 
session, or any future sessions to come, 
we will continue to care for each other. We 
will make sure transgender youth get the 
chance to be transgender adults.”

The American Medical Association, 
the American Academy of Pediatrics, and 
the American Psychiatric Association 
consider transition care to be medically 
necessary. The Texas Medical Associa-
tion has previously opposed attempts to 

Advocates for LGBTQ rights rally in the Texas Capitol Extension against HB 1686. (Photo by Stephen Miranda)

➝
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restrict or criminalize gender-affirming 
care.

Rep. Ann Johnson of Houston, one of 
three openly gay Democrats sitting on the 
House Public Health Committee (along 
with Jolanda Jones of Houston and Ven-
ton C. Jones of Dallas) invoked her own 
personal story to fight HB 1686.

“You may not remember the mo-
ment you found out you were straight. I 
remember the moment I knew I was gay, 
and it’s because society told me there was 
something wrong about me,” Johnson 
said, pushing back against the argument 
that there’s an overwhelming reliance 
on youths’ self-perception when doctors 
prescribe gender-affirming care. “I hope 
that this state will find a way to make 
decisions that are compassionate and 
protective of all Texas children.”

Sadly, the bill’s hearing came on the 
same day that a 28-year-old shooter, who 
identified as transgender, killed six people 
at a Christian school in Nashville,  includ-
ing three children under 9 years of age.

Georgia U.S. Representative Marjorie 
Taylor Greene immediately took to Twit-
ter to write: “How much hormones like 
testosterone and medications for mental 
illness was the transgender Nashville 
school shooter taking? Everyone can stop 
blaming guns now.” There was immediate 
backlash for the tweet from Democrats 
on the Hill. Representative Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY) called the com-
ments “disgusting,” and Twitter moved to 
restrict Greene’s account.

Trans-rights advocates, along with 
a majority of the medical profession, 
claim prescribing puberty blockers and 
hormone therapies are necessary for 
the mental health of trans youth. A 2015 
report by the National Center for Trans-
gender Equality found that 40 percent of 
the roughly 27,000 transgender people 
surveyed had attempted suicide—almost 
nine times the average rate in the country.

(Photo by Austin Davis Ruiz)

NEWS  |  CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

2625 Louisiana St. D100
713.903.2364

TheUrbanVet.com

PASSIONATE. ACCESSIBLE. 
CLIENT-CENTRIC. 

A forward-thinking veterinary practice 
that cares for you like family.

Eric Cagle, DVMVoted Best Male Veterinarian 





22   APRIL 2023  |  OutSmartMagazine.com

T
hings are heating up in Texas, and 
it’s not just the weather. Senate 
Bill 12 defines drag as a “sexually 
oriented performance” and threat-
ens venues hosting all-ages drag 
performances with civil fines up to 
$10,000, and individual perform-
ers with criminal misdemeanor 

charges. Senate Bill 1601 revokes state funding 
for any municipal library that hosts an all-ages 
drag story time.

These are only two of the 76 proposed bills 
by Texas legislators, and several other states 
have already passed laws or are trying to enact 
similar ones. The majority of them carry an 
undertone of demonizing LGBTQ spaces, and 
the language is vague enough to be interpreted 
in myriad ways.

N E W S

Anti-Drag Show Legislation 
Threatens Local Businesses  

Houston drag performers weigh in on
the legislative hate and hypocrisy.

By SAM BYRD

If these bills do pass in Texas, they would 
likely have a far-reaching effect on Montrose 
businesses as well as their drag performers and 
patrons.

“The first impact that would be felt would 
be on the ability of the venue to generate profit. 
Being classified as a sexually oriented business 
requires specialty insurance with much higher 
premiums. Not to mention, any venue that is 
within a certain distance of a school or church 
would be shut down immediately, and reopen-
ing would require more resources than many 
queer and queer-friendly spaces can spare,” 
explains drag king Ian Syder-Blake.

While many venues would try their best to 
fight for the entertainers who bring in patrons, 
it’s not realistic to believe that the typical club 
could spend the time and money that a legal 

fight would require.
“In the end, it would mean the de-

struction of countless small businesses, 
leaving our community with nowhere 
to feel safe and millions of dollars in 
City tax revenues lost. I believe the 
impact will be much farther-reaching 
than these legislators have considered,” 
Syder-Blake adds.

Keep in mind that the Texas Alco-
holic Beverage Commission already 
enforces decency and obscenity laws 
that bars and clubs must follow. Further, 
most people in favor of the odious 
bills are also members of the “limited 
government” party. The hypocrisy is 
breathtaking. 

Drag performer Lana Blake shared 
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her thoughts on the situation, saying “The 
only thing I have to say about legislatures 
weighing in on drag performances is that 
if you don’t want to see a drag show, then 
don’t go to that establishment. But don’t 
tell others that they can’t go, as well. It’s 
that simple. The new legislation being 
proposed is exceptionally frightening 
because of the wording. It makes my mere 
existence illegal. If I go to the grocery 
store and there are children there while 
I’m wearing women’s clothing, I could be 
arrested.” 

Blake’s comment underscores how 
the bills’ vague language also endangers 
transgender people. “If [you can be arrest-
ed] simply for wearing makeup or clothing 
contrary to your assigned birth gender 
[when you are] outside or buying grocer-
ies, the entire trans community is at risk,” 
notes drag performer Violet S’Arbleu. 
“This is a witch hunt. More cisgendered 
gay people should really be speaking up 
about this and helping to protect our trans 
community. Famously, trans people were 
at the forefront of the Stonewall Riots, 
which is what led to our Pride celebrations 
today. Trans people should be our idols, 
not our stepchildren.”

It’s also hard to explain why drag is 
suddenly such a problem, considering the 
number of famous straight actors who 
have appeared in drag for decades: Wesley 
Snipes, Patrick Swayze, John Leguizamo, 
Dustin Hoffman, Jared Leto, Barbra 
Streisand, Milton Berle, Flip Wilson, 
Tyler Perry, Shawn and Marlon Wayans, 
Cuba Gooding Jr., Martin Lawrence, Tony 
Curtis, Julie Andrews, Felicity Huffman, 
Hugo Weaving, and Robin Williams. And 
don’t forget Bugs Bunny.

It wasn’t until LGBTQ culture became 
more socially acceptable and visible 
that the fake outrage over drag perfor-
mances began to take shape. Despite the 
fact that most Americans are in favor 
of marriage equality and LGBTQ social 
acceptance, legislators are now using the 

queer community as a political football, with 
drag performers serving as the most visible 
lightning rod. 

“The facts don’t support anything being 
claimed about us—just the opposite,” Syder-
Blake emphasizes. “These conservatives call 
us groomers, but they are by far the greater 
threat to children. They say we’re dangerous to 
society, when they have been the driving force 
behind [everything from] institutionalized rac-
ism to child abuse. We cannot continue fighting 
if we don’t use facts and evidence to show that 
[most] of what these people do is meant only to 
maintain their control.”

“We must absolutely draw a line [and 
defend] our gender expression. I am literally 
just trying to live my life, do my job, pay my 
bills, and be happy—yet, these politicians want 
to pander to the religious right and claim that 
we are horrible people, for some reason,” Ian 
Syder-Blake adds.

the performers can be charged with crimes, 
and everyone involved in the show is open to 
lawsuits—all because the parents [have chosen] 
to teach their children about acceptance and 
freedom,” she says. 

“If these bills were really about protecting 
kids from sexualized content, they would also 
be banning minors from Hooters. Suspiciously, 
I see nothing about that in any of the 76 bills 
currently working their way through the Texas 
Legislature.”

Local performer and artist Marcus Pontello 
is upset that the bills stem from a long history 
of oppression against people who are typically 
not straight. “The whole purpose of these bills 
is [part of] a larger agenda to keep society het-
eronormative. Bills like this won’t stop at a drag 
show. People will continue to assault any form 
of society that deviates from a heterosexual 
vision of the United States. So every aspect of 
[queer life] is at risk, not just drag performers. 
Transphobia is at the root of all of this interest 
in banning drag shows. It’s about the fear of 
boys not being boys and girls not being girls. If 
drag was about biological men performing mas-
culine roles and biological females performing 
feminine roles, there would be absolutely no 
issue.”

The words of German pastor Martin 
Niemöller can hopefully serve as a rallying cry 
for those fighting against the proposed bills. 
Reflecting on the Nazis’ rise to power before 
World War II, he said the following:

First they came for the socialists, and 
I did not speak out—because I was not a 
socialist.
 Then they came for the trade unionists, 
and I did not speak out—because I was 
not a trade unionist.
Then they came for the Jews, and I did 
not speak out—because I was not a Jew. 
Then they came for me—and there was 
no one left to speak for me. 

A full list of anti-trans and drag show bills under 
consideration can be found at equalitytexas.org/
legislature/legislative-bill-tracker-2023.

“CONSERVATIVES SAY 
WE’RE DANGEROUS TO 

SOCIETY, BUT THEY HAVE 
BEEN THE DRIVING FORCE 

BEHIND EVERYTHING 
FROM INSTITUTIONALIZED 
RACISM TO CHILD ABUSE.” 

—Ian Syder-Blake

S’Arbleu pokes holes in the logic that the 
bills are intended to protect children. “If 
minors sneak into an R-rated movie, they get 
kicked out of the theater; that theater is not 
sued or criminalized, and the child isn’t sent to 
jail. But [under the proposed laws], if parents 
bring their children to a drag show designed 
for children, the venue can lose its license, 
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Photos by JORGE ARTURO VALENCIA
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TRANS VISIBILITY MARCH
March 29, 2023
Dozens of community members and 
allies gathered at Ripcord to show their 
support for Transgender Day of Visibility. 
The event, organized by Montrose  
Angels and Eden Rose Torres, and 
sponsored by Somos Loud, featured 
several speakers who addressed the 
crowd about the importance of trans 
visibility and the challenges that trans 
individuals face.
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“Is it just me, or does life feel 
busier than ever?”

Perhaps one of the most 
under-recognized yet per-
vasive consequences of the 
pandemic is that we have col-

lectively amped up our activity levels to a point 
that feels breakneck and chaotic. When looking 
around at our friendship groups, scrolling 
through social media, or examining our own 
schedules, there now seems to be a consistent 
theme: “I have so much—probably way too 
much—going on!” 

It’s natural that we might feel this way. 
First, the demands of life really have increased. 
At work, we are so overscheduled with back-to-
back meetings that we barely have any time for 
bathroom or coffee breaks.

And if you have been feeling like your 
email burden has increased, you might not be 
just imagining things. Studies show that the 
average office worker sends approximately 40 
emails per day, and over 120 business-related 
emails are received. Some estimates suggest 
that we spend as many as 15 hours per week on 

email alone.
Taking time for self-care during the day 

also seems like a distant and impossible task. 
Studies suggest that over 60 percent of Ameri-
can workers eat lunch at their desks. Alarm-
ingly, an increasing number of workers have 
been shortening or canceling their vacations. 
One study found that personal time off (PTO) 
days reached an all-time low post-pandemic, 
and workers gave up around 169 million PTO 
days per year. 

And outside of work, we aren’t necessar-
ily doing any better with our overly scheduled 
personal lives. We have become constant 
multi-taskers, and our collective difficulty 
with sustaining attention and focus shows 
it. People are on their phones while driving, 
either talking or texting with friends. While 
we’re supposedly relaxing to watch television, 
we scroll through social media or play games 
on our phones. 

Struggling with excessive screen time is a 
common complaint these days, and it has nega-
tive implications for not only our sleep quality 
but also for our activity levels and mood. 

If you are burning the candle at both 
ends, the question is: When will you put 
out the fire?

Start Small
If your sense of burnout has only been 
increasing over the past several months, 
perhaps it’s time to try something new and 
shake things up a bit. But change can be 
hard, and sustaining those changes can 
be even more challenging. Rather than 
embarking on a complete revamp of your 
life, pick one goal and start there. The best 
goals are those that are consistent with 
our values—and realistic. Going to the gym 
seven days a week is a setup for potential 
failure and disappointment. Instead, think 
through a specific area where you might 
like to see a shift, and start there.

Perhaps you can take a look at your 
work schedule and build in a 15-minute 
block per day to do nothing. You can use 
the time however you like—as long as it 
is not work- or task-related. No email, no 
calling people back, no screens. Maybe 

Are You Busier Than Ever?
Make a plan to slow down and get your life back.

S M A R T  H E A LT H

By DARYL SHORTER MD
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can take a walk indoors—or better yet, out-
doors. Or perhaps you can practice a breath-
ing exercise or listen to music. Whatever you 
choose, the point is to intentionally set aside 
time for yourself to slow down and recharge.

Detach from Your Phone
Experts estimate that the average screen 
time for adults increased 60 to 80 percent 
during the pandemic. They suggest spending 
3 to 4 hours per day away from our screens, 
limiting time on social media to between 30 
and 60 minutes, and stopping screen usage 
at least one hour before bedtime. 

Using apps or setting alarms to limit 
phone use can be helpful—if you use them. 
Again, creating realistic goals is the best 
approach. Perhaps you can charge your 
phone overnight in another room, or log out 
of social media at a specified time each day. 
Store your phone out of sight while driv-
ing—greater than an arm’s distance away. 
Ultimately, building in phone breaks can 
become just as much a part of your schedule 
as work-related activities.

Take a Break
The practice of taking time for yourself can 
begin during the work week and expand 
from there. You might begin by taking time 
for lunch each day, rather than eating at your 
desk or skipping lunch altogether to keep 
working. While you may not necessarily use 
a full hour, being deliberate about stepping 
away from your desk to have a snack or meal 
provides an important opportunity to reset. 
This simple practice can prepare you to step 
away from work and even plan a vacation for 
longer periods of time. 

Be Present
Tell your friends and loved ones that you’re 
making changes and you would like their 
support. Let people know that as you slow 
down, you hope to become more present in 
your activities with them. Make agreements 
to not use your phones while having lunch or 
dinner together. Make plans for a phone-free 
walk in the park. 

While each of these changes may seem 
trivial on their own, their collective impact 
could create substantial gains, both person-
ally and professionally, by helping you to 
step into your best version of yourself.

Daryl Shorter, MD, is a Diplomate of 
the American Board of Psychiatry and 
Neurology and is board certified in both 
general and addiction psychiatry. His 
clinical practice focuses on veteran care, 
and he lectures widely on LGBTQ mental 
health. Dr. Shorter can be reached at 
dr.darylshorter@gmail.com.

Lesbians Over Age Fifty have a good time! LOAF provides 
opportunities to socialize several times throughout the 

month. Activities range from:

L.O.A.F. - LESBIANS OVER AGE FIFTY

www. lesb iansoverage50.org    •   loafhouston@gmai l . com

We try to have something for everyone. Come 
get involved and make new friends or reacquaint with 
old ones. Community is good for the soul.

•Guest speakers
• Theater
• Museums
• Restaurants 

• Hikes
•Axe throwing
•Pickle ball
•And much more!
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The recent news about bank 
failures filling the airwaves 
might be making you wonder 
if the money you have in a 
savings and/or checking ac-
count—as well as in various 

other bank products—is safe. 
The federal takeovers of Silicon Valley 

Bank, Signature Bank, and others remind us 
that even institutions like banks might not 
always be iron-clad in terms of safety in an 
uncertain financial world. 

The good news is that the typical check-
ing- or savings-account balances that most 
people keep at a bank are protected through 
FDIC insurance if the bank fails or files for 
bankruptcy. But even so, it is important that 
you know exactly what is and isn’t protected. 

How FDIC Insurance Works
FDIC deposit insurance can protect bank 
customers in the event that an FDIC-insured 
depository institution fails. The Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) is an 
independent federal-government agency that 
insures deposits in commercial banks and 
thrifts. Federal deposit insurance is manda-
tory for all federally chartered banks and 
savings institutions. 

As the customer of a bank, you do not 
need to actually purchase FDIC insurance 
coverage. That protection is automatic for any 
deposit account that is opened at an FDIC-
insured banking institution. 

There are different types of bank accounts 
that are insured by the FDIC. These include 
checking accounts, savings accounts, Money 
Market Deposit Accounts (MMDAs), and 
Certificates of Deposit (CDs).

The amount of FDIC insurance cover-
age that you are entitled to depends on your 
account’s ownership category. This refers to 
the type of products you have your money in at 
a bank.  For instance, deposits are insured up 
to at least $250,000 per depositor, per FDIC-
insured bank, per ownership (or account) 
category.

So as an example, if you have a $200,000 

CD and another $25,000 in a checking account 
at a particular bank, the total ($225,000) 
would be insured by the FDIC. Should that 
bank fail, the FDIC would pay you that amount 
of insurance coverage. In the past, the insur-
ance coverage from the FDIC has been paid 
within just a few days after the bank has 
closed. 

Your FDIC coverage may be paid out to you 
in various ways. These can include, but are not 
limited to:

• Providing you with a new account 
at another FDIC-insured bank in an 
amount that is equal to your insured 
balance at the failed banking institu-
tion, or

• Issuing you a check for the insured bal-
ance of your account(s) at the bank(s) 
that have failed.

• Further, if you have money deposited at 
other FDIC-insured banks, these funds 
may also be insured up to the $250,000 
limit if those banks fail, as well. 

Bank Reserve Requirements
A bank’s reserve requirement refers to the 
amount of money that the bank must keep 
on hand, as a percentage of its total deposits. 
This ensures that the bank has enough funds 
to meet its depositors’ demands, while at 
the same time providing loans to customers 
and allowing the Federal Reserve (The Fed) 
to manage the money supply effectively. So, 
reserves can, in some ways, be considered 
like “collateral.”

As an example, regional banks operate 
within a particular community or region 
of the country. These are typically smaller 
than national banks, and because of that, 
regional banking institutions usually have 
lower reserve requirements.  

Alternatively, because national banks 
may operate across the country—or even in-
ternationally—they are generally exposed to 
more risk. Therefore, their reserve require-
ments are typically higher than those of 
local or regional banks. 

A Fresh Look at Bank Failures
 It ’s wise to develop a plan to protect and diversify your assets.

By GRACE YUNG, CFP

M O N E Y  S M A R TM O N E Y  S M A R T

➝
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Another key factor in banking is 
“leverage.” This refers to the use of 
borrowed funds to invest in assets with 
the goal of increasing profits. However, 
while using leverage can certainly help to 
increase a bank’s profits, using too much 
leverage can also expose that institution 
to more risk. 

Here again, because national banks 
are usually larger and more spread out 
than smaller regional banks, they are 
subject to more stringent regulatory 
oversight and have higher capital require-
ments in order to ensure that they can ab-
sorb any potential losses that may occur. 

Keeping Your Savings Protected
If your bank-account balances exceed the 
limits of FDIC insurance coverage, you 
should consider taking steps to protect 
those excess funds from a bank failure. 
One solution could be to diversify some 
of your money into other investments. 
There are strategies that offer both 
diversification and protection, and a 
qualified financial professional can help 
you develop a strategy that makes sense 
for you.

Understanding how and where FDIC 
insurance works is an essential compo-
nent of your financial strategy. So is hav-
ing a financial plan in place that can help 
you weather various economic uncertain-
ties. If you do not have a specific plan in 
place for your financial goals, or if you 
have not updated your plan, it is a good 
idea to work with a financial-planning 
professional on both your short-term and 
long-term goals and challenges. 

An experienced professional can help 
you with your financial goals and guide 
you on a path toward achieving them. Ad-
ditionally, working with a financial spe-
cialist who is also well-versed in LGBTQ 
community issues can help you keep your 
plan updated as laws and regulations 
change over time. 

Grace S. Yung, CFP ®, is a Certified Finan-
cial Planner practitioner with experience 
in helping LGBTQ individuals, domestic 
partners, and families plan and man-
age their finances since 1994. She is the 
managing director at Midtown Finan-
cial Group, LLC, in Houston.Yung can 
be reached at grace.yung@lpl.com. Visit 
letsmake aplan.org or midtownfg.com/
lgbtqplus.10.htm.through LPL Financial, 
a Registered Investment Advisor. Member 
FINRA / SIPC. For more information, 
visit: www.midtownfg.com
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S
ince 1989, the Thomas Street Health 
Center has provided a beacon of 
hope for many thousands of Housto-
nians facing HIV/AIDS. The Center, 
located at 2015 Thomas Street on 
Houston’s north side, was the first 
freestanding AIDS-treatment 
clinic in the US. It is operated by the 

Harris Health System and enjoys a tremendous 
reputation for treating the often-stigmatized 
populations suffering from the disease. 

News that the beloved clinic is moving to a 
better facility across town was bittersweet for 
many Thomas Street supporters and patients. 
Early next month, the Quentin Mease Health 
Center, located at 3601 N. MacGregor Way, will 
serve Thomas Street patients after a massive 
renovation. The new multi-floor clinic allows 
Harris Health to provide more services to more 
people, all under one roof.

The stately building currently housing the 
Thomas Street Center was built as The South-
ern Pacific Railroad’s Sunset Hospital  in 1910, 
and would have required substantial upgrades 
to continue in operation. Its historic-landmark 
designation protects it from the wrecking ball, 
but also limits the options for necessary addi-
tions. Operating the second-largest HIV clinic 
in the country and serving an estimated 5,700 
patients in such a limited facility presented 
Harris Health with a significant challenge.

“We have taken this beautiful old building 
as far as it would go. If we add one more office to 
Thomas Street, it would have to be in an eleva-
tor,” states Michael Ruggerio, Harris Health’s 
HIV Project Manager and a 15-year employee 
at the Center. (Harris County Commissioner 
Adrian Garcia has not yet announced how the 
county-owned building will be adapted to serve 
his constituents in Precinct 2.)

Thomas Street holds a special place in the 
hearts of many in Houston’s LGBTQ commu-
nity. When HIV/AIDS first appeared in the US, 
it was largely limited to gay and bisexual men. 
Thomas Street was on the front lines fighting 
against the epidemic in those dark days.

As a young man in 1993, Ruggerio started 
working with AIDS patients in Houston prior to 
holding a post in Washington D.C. back before 
effective treatments existed. But by the time he 

landed a position at Thomas Street, HIV medi-
cations were starting to drastically reduce the 
number of AIDS-related deaths. But by the 
time he landed a position at Thomas Street, 
HIV medications were starting to drastically 
reduce the number of AIDS-related deaths.  

“When I started at Thomas Street, I began 
to see people who really got better! That was 
the first time hope entered the picture for me. 
A couple years after I got to Thomas Street, a 
father literally carried his son into the Center 
and I thought, ‘Oh, he will not do well.’ Not 
only did he get better, he became a volun-teer 
and then joined our team. I rely on him 
regularly now, and he’s never missed a day of 
work!” Ruggerio remarks with joy.

“It’s the people who work at Thomas Street 
that make the difference,” he continues. “We 
have people on staff who have been here 20-
plus years, and even since the beginning! This 
is really a team, and I feel so fortunate to be a 
part of it.”Over the years, Thomas Street has 
gained national and international attention for 
its cutting-edge services, excellence in 
treatment, and expertise in HIV/AIDS care. 

C O M M U N I T Y

Thomas Street Clinic Relocates
HIV/AIDS care will now be offered at the renovated

Quentin Mease Health Center in Third Ward. 
By KIM HOGSTROM
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Dr. Thomas Giordano Dawn JenkinsDr. Jose Serpa-AlvarezMichael Ruggerio

The clinic’s original 1910 building on Thomas Street.

These factors, combined with the new 
therapies available today, allow thousands 
of people in Harris County to “manage” the 
illness rather than die from it.

“There’s so much life after a diagnosis 
now. Our goal is to work our way out of 
busi-ness,” says Dawn Jenkins, Harris 
Health System’s Director of Ambulatory 
Care and HIV/AIDS Services at 
Thomas Street.

“We have come such a long way. We 
have phenomenal doctors here working on 
research and advancing our ability to treat 
HIV. Thomas Street and its team of health 
care professionals are among the best in the 
nation,” Jenkins adds with a smile. 

For those who ask why so many public 
resources are devoted to HIV/AIDS treat-
ment, it is easy to forget that HIV is still a 
contagious virus that results in death when 
left untreated. If Thomas Street had re-
linquished its mission of treating infected 
people and preventing new infections, the 
disease could once again rage like wildfire 
through the community. ➝
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Even with all of the resources aimed 
at prevention and treatment, Harris 
County is seeing an alarming spike in 
HIV infections in young adults ages 18 
to 24. As HIV treatment becomes more 
available and more effective, today’s 
youth are taking the threat less seriously, 
so the work of public-health professionals 
is by no means finished.

Dr. Jose Serpa-Alvarez is an infec-
tious-diseases specialist with Baylor 
College of Medicine and the newest medi-
cal director of HIV services at Thomas 
Street Health Center. This experienced 
doctor has been working in the HIV/AIDS 
arena for 18 years in various capacities, 
and has witnessed many changes  
over time.

“In the last two decades, things have 
transformed,” Serpa-Alvarez explains in 
his gentle manner. “Our patients are liv-
ing longer now, so we are seeing the same 
complications we see in the aging popula-
tion as a whole. That’s great! For those of 
us who have been doing this for a while, 
we are seeing people live ‘normal’ lives.”

With that kind of success at Thomas 
Street, he is even more excited about 
the clinic’s move next month. “The new 

facility is state-of-the-art, and one of the most 
modern in the country. Everything is brand-
new, and all of the care providers at Thomas 
Street—without exception—will be going 
there, too. So we will deliver that same quality 
of care with better tools!” Serpa-Alvarez says.

Dr. Thomas Giordano, who served as Medi-
cal Director of HIV Services at Thomas Street 
for 17 years prior to Dr. Serpa-Alvarez, played a 
leading role in developing the clinic’s out-
standing reputation. In 2021 he was appointed 
as the Chief of Infectious Diseases at Baylor 
College of Medicine and received a grant to de-
velop a center for AIDS research, so he turned 
over the reins  to Dr. Serpa-Alvarez.

But Dr. Giordano considers himself a 
“Thomas Street lifer” and will continue seeing 
patients at the new facility. “We still see peo-
ple who come in really sick with AIDS, people 
who are near death. Thanks to new treatments 
and great care, we see them get better within 
months or even weeks. It is very, very reward-
ing,” he adds. 

“A lot of credit goes to the exceptional care 
our patients get at Thomas Street. The staff 
is remarkable, but it was not always like that. 
There have always been people who were 
deeply committed, but there were also those 
who just couldn’t make it elsewhere in the 

system. Over time, that changed. The people 
who are there now are there because they want 
to be. It is not just a job for them, it’s a mission,” 
Giordano notes. 

“And Thomas Street offers an opportunity to 
treat people who have nowhere else to turn. It is 
one thing to care for people who have resources 
and advocates, but our patients are marginalized 
in numerous ways. And we help them! That’s 
why I love Thomas Street,” he concludes. “It is 
such a wonderful, amazing place.” 

The newly renovated Quentin Mease Hospi-
tal in Third Ward, will now be Quentin Mease 
Health Center and will house several specialty 
clinics, including HIV Services which will oc-
cupy the largest portion of the six-f loor facility. 

To honor its legacy and history, the ser-
vices will be named Thomas Street at Quentin 
Mease. “With retaining our name,” states 
Ruggerio, “we are celebrating our past while 
embracing our future.”

Those who are mourning the loss of the old 
Thomas Street space can be reminded that it’s 
the people that give a building its life, and every 
one of them at Thomas Street is making the 
move to better serve those in need. 

THOMAS STREET  |  CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

For more on the Thomas Street Health 
Center, visit nextlevelharrishealth.org/
thomas-street. 
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A
fter more than 40 years of serv-
ing the Greater Houston popula-
tion, AIDS Foundation Houston 
(AFH) has welcomed their first 
Black chief executive officer. 
W. Jeffrey Campbell, the charis-
matic leader with an ambitious 
vision of eradicating the HIV 

epidemic in Houston, understands the impor-
tance of leading strong teams, covering all 
bases when it comes to prevention and health 
care, and engaging with communities that are 
often untapped in the HIV/AIDS conversation. 

“Prior to coming to AFH, I worked at the 
City of Houston’s Health Department as the 
HIV program manager,” Campbell explains. 
“In September 2019, I came in as AIDS Foun-

C O M M U N I T Y

Faithful Leadership
W. Jeffrey Campbell becomes

AIDS Foundation Houston’s first Black CEO.
By ZACH McKENZIE

dation Houston’s chief program officer and 
oversaw our prevention department, which 
included our PrEP program. That developed 
into clinical services, housing, and supportive 
services. Everything was growing, so last year 
we brought in a new chief program officer that 
was assigned to oversee housing and support-
ive services. On March 1, I became the first 
Black person to lead the organization as the 
chief executive officer.”

Leading the longest-standing HIV service 
organization in the state, Campbell’s passion 
for the plethora of community services AFH 
offers is palpable. “We provide housing and 
supportive services for people living with HIV 
as well as persons who are not living with HIV 
but are experiencing some level of homeless-

ness,” he says. “That’s important, because 
housing really is a part of treatment. 
Persons living with HIV tend to live more 
healthily and stay treatment-adherent when 
their housing is stabilized.” 

He sings the praises of AFH’s HIV test-
ing team that executes numerous programs 
throughout the city, including their B.E.S.T. 
Box test-kit distribution. Those “Be Em-
powered to Self Test” kits allow people to 
test themselves at home for HIV, syphilis, 
gonorrhea, chlamydia, and hepatitis C. 

Educating the masses is a tall order, 
so Campbell and his team are grateful for 
their community collaborators. “We have a 
great partnership with two other organiza-
tions—Normal Anomaly and The Mahogany 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 39
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Project,” he says. “They serve their popula-
tions by educating them and [promoting] 
the B.E.S.T. Box test kit.”

Campbell also touts the effectiveness 
of two other AFH programs—Wall Talk, 
a sexual health education program for 
inmates in Texas; and Camp Hope, which 
offers children living with HIV an annual 
camping experience at the barrier-free 
camp Camp For All in Washington County.  

As an ordained minister, the Texas 
native’s goals for his organization involve 
tapping into an unlikely outlet. “Growing 
up in the small town [of Cuero], and in the 
church, I knew that I was something other 
than heterosexual. I just couldn’t figure out 
how being gay and Christian could live in 
me,” Campbell recalls. That early soul work 
paid off. “When I really fell into my life’s 
work and my passion, I began to make that 
shift. Now I understand that I could never 
have done what I believe I’ve been created to 
do without being out, walking in my truth, 
and standing with my community.

“I volunteered with a church member of 
mine who worked with women with HIV, 
and I saw how HIV was impacting Black 

folks, and Black women in particular,” he 
explains. “I recognized that the space where 
Black folks gather a few times a week was the 
church—a space where we were not talking 
about HIV. Engaging the African American 
community is incredibly important for me, 
because I really do believe that until we’re able 
to end the epidemic in the African Ameri-
can community we’re going to always be at 
epidemic proportions, because it is African 
Americans who are leading in the numbers of 
newly diagnosed cases.”

Growing up as an only child, Campbell 
finds respite in going on solo travels and sur-

rounding himself with good friends that he 
can rely on for good times and lots of laughs. 
“Spending time with my friends gives me a 
space to just breathe and not have to be CEO,” 
he admits. 

Campbell also highlights his team at AFH. 
“We’ve got about 70 employees, a whole suite 
of chiefs and executive leaders, and there are 
other people that I share this work with,  
gratefully, that are just as passionate about it 
as I am.”

While Campbell’s appointment as CEO is 
an AFH milestone, he is quick to point out that 
AFH is just getting started. “When I came 
to AFH, my tagline was, ‘Let’s make history.’ 
That means even more to me now as I sit in  
the CEO seat and I think about ending the HIV 
epidemic in the Greater Houston area. I’m the 
first Black CEO, I’m an openly gay Black CEO, 
and we have an openly gay board chair that 
is serving simultaneously with me. Our goal 
is to end this epidemic, so I will be using that 
tagline as a guide—and certainly to empower 
my staff to not just say it, but to live it out 
every day.”

For more info, visit afhouston.org.  

“I SHARE THIS WORK 
WITH PEOPLE WHO ARE 

JUST AS PASSIONATE 
ABOUT IT AS I AM.”   

—W. Jeffrey Campbell

 
April 2 Palm Sunday Worship 10:50 am
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Sunday April 9

 7:00 am Sunrise Easter Service Bering Courtyard
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 10:00 am Children’s Easter Egg Hunt
 10:50 am Easter Worship Service

1440 Harold Street | Houston, TX 77006 | 713.526.1017 | BeringChurch.org

W. JEFFREY CAMPBELL  |  CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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V
ictory Fund-endorsed candidate 
Jonathan Estrada, 31, is seeking 
re-election to the Pasadena City 
Council, representing District 
E. The Pasadena native beat 
four other opponents in his first 
bid by knocking on over 5,000 
doors and meeting constituents 

literally where they live. He secured a win with 
over 60 percent of the vote, and he hopes to do 
it again by running on his record of accom-
plishments and service.

“I ran for City Council to see progress on 
different issues and to bring a different insight 
to the City Council,” Estrada says. “Running 
as openly LGBTQ+ allows me to connect and 
serve a greater group of people. One of the great 
things about City elections is they are nonpar-
tisan, [so they] give me the ability to talk with 
everyone—Republican, Democrat, or indepen-
dent. And that I enjoy.” 

Estrada notes that during his first term, 
$20 million was allotted for municipal infra-
structure improvements. This was especially 
important to his district in the historical part 
of Pasadena. 

“I live on the north side of Pasadena, 
centrally located in the historical and old part 
of the city. I like Pasadena’s diversity and the 
people, and I enjoy living in a calm neighbor-
hood.” he says. 

Estrada notes the support that City Council 
provided to first responders and other City 
workers by giving them a cost-of-living wage 
increase. He has also been able to enhance 
constituent services in his district, allowing 
the people of Pasadena to better connect with 
the services the City provides. A second term 
would give Estrada the opportunity to do more.

“There are challenges ahead of us. [We 
need to] continue identifying areas that need 
infrastructure improvement. Still, I would like 
to see the city move in a creative direction [by 
continuing] to enhance our City services.” 

Pasadena is located just southeast of 
Houston, near the Ship Channel. Despite its 
majority-Hispanic population, many of its 
elected leaders have not historically reflected 
that demographic. This appears to be chang-
ing, though, and Estrada’s election is proof  
of that.

“Pasadena’s demographics have changed in 

O U T  F O R  C H A N G E

A Pasadena
Progressive

 Gay Pasadena 
City Council member 
Jonathan Estrada is 

seeking a second 
term in office.

By RYAN M. LEACH
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past years. The city is about 70 percent His-
panic, and my district is about 75 percent,” 
he notes. “More Hispanic candidates are 
on the ballot for the City Council this year 
than ever before. More people are becoming 
aware of the issues and deciding to run for 
public office.” 

Estrada does not take his initial elector-
al victory for granted, and he knows he still 
has a job to do. He must show voters that he 
will keep providing results if they choose to 
keep him in office.

“Voters should vote for me because 
we have made significant progress in less 
than two years. I am the most prepared, 
qualified, and experienced person to keep 
doing the critical work on the City Council,” 
Estrada concludes. “Serving the people of 
the city that I love has been one of the great-
est honors of my life. Public service is the 
calling of a lifetime.” 

Early voting in Pasadena is April 
24–May 2, and election day is May 6. 

Follow candidate Estrada at EstradaFor-
Pasadena.com or on social media.
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Be Someone
Stand up and be heard, no matter the cost.

By  THE HON. BEAU A. MILLER
Photo by DALTON DEHART

Thank you, Mayor Parker 
and the Houston Committee, 
for thinking I am someone 
who deserves this tremen-
dous honor. 

Mayor Parker, I will 
endeavor to live up to the fine example you have 
set for our community.  

I also need to acknowledge my parents and 

my appreciation for them, because they taught 
me by example that the greatest contribution 
any individual can give is through service to 
others.  My parents’ example is a major reason 
I stand here today to accept this award.

Of course, the first thing you do before 
running for office is talk to your spouse—
whose unconditional love and support I am 
most thankful for. 

But then I decided my next calls 
should be to Mayor Parker and Richard 
Holt. I knew the strength and importance 
of having not only their personal support 
and the Victory Fund’s early endorse-
ment, but also the importance of getting 
into the Victory Institute’s candidate-
training program. 

Their responses were immediate yes-
ses, and “What can I do to help?” 

Within weeks, I was accepted at the 
Victory Institute’s summer candidate 
training at a school-like campus near 
Seattle. There, I learned the essentials 
of how to run for office, I met lifelong 
friends, and I pulled at least one all-night-
er preparing for our group’s presentation. 
We covered the gamut, from campaign 
staffing and budgeting to fundraising, 
and so much more. 

When I returned back to Houston, we 
ran the largest judicial campaign ever! 
We could cover six simultaneous events 
across Harris County in one night, with-
out blinking an eye. We sent hand-ad-
dressed mailers and raised a ton of money 
(for a non-incumbent). And in the end, we 

Judge Beau Miller accepts his 
LGBTQ+ Victory Fund award 

from former Mayor Annise 
Parker last month.

This moving speech was given by Judge Beau Miller on March 5, 
2023, upon receiving the Mayor Parker Leadership Award during the 
annual LGBTQ+ Victory Fund Brunch at the Post Oak Hotel. Former 
Houston Mayor Annise Parker is the president and CEO of the Fund, 
which is the largest LGBTQ political-action committee in the United 
States and one of the nation’s largest non-connected PACs.
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were successful—and the rest is history!  
I became the first openly HIV-positive 

elected judge in Texas. And while I ap-
preciate the significance of that, I don’t 
strive to be the best HIV-positive or the 
best LGBTQ judge, although that would 
be great.  

I strive to be a judge who is fair, 
respectful, and respected—a hard worker 
who follows the law and rules timely. And 
my goal is that one day, I will simply be re-
garded as a great judge who just happened 
to be HIV-positive and who happened to 
be gay. 

My path to today was not without 
challenges. And I would like to share a few 
of those challenges. It all started in 2006, 
when I was diagnosed with HIV. Although 
not a death sentence at that time, it was 
certainly life changing and life challeng-
ing. And I struggled—culminating in an 
AIDS diagnosis in 2009. 

I had hit rock bottom. But it was 
only then that I could start to get my life 
back on track. The first question I had 
to answer was how I ended up where I 
was. And I realized that a large part of 
what happened to me resulted from self-
loathing—which, in part, derived from my 
fear of being stigmatized because I am 
HIV-positive.  

That is why, in part, I founded LIVE 
Consortium in 2009—a nonprofit founded 
to reduce and eliminate the stigma associ-
ated with HIV so that everyone, irrespec-
tive of their HIV status, can live a healthy, 
productive life. In 2009 when starting 
up LIVE Consortium, I had no idea how 
many people we would help, the lives we 
would help save, or how many incredible 
people I would meet on my journey.

Then in 2014, while still running 
LIVE Consortium and practicing law, 
a friend and I had a crazy idea that our 
Houston LGBTQ legal community should 
do better to help fund and advocate for 
LGBTQ legal efforts. So, we founded the 
Lambda Legal Houston Leadership Com-
mittee in 2014. 

Each of these experiences prepared 
me for 2015, which I have not talked about 
in a public forum until today. So, what 
happened? 

My dad, a conservative Christian, 
was serving his second term in the Texas 
House, representing a district largely 
based in Sugar Land. And the Legislature 
was in session. 

Out of the blue, I received a voicemail 
at my office from a reporter at the Texas 
Tribune seeking a comment. I remember 
asking myself, and my friend who officed 
next to me, “A comment for what?” She 
immediately started researching until I 

heard, “Oh my God!” She then ran back into my 
office to show me what my dad had done. He 
was the first, and only, legislator in any state to 
file a bill that would permit people to discrimi-
nate against his own child. 

Specifically, the bill would prohibit and 
nullify any non-discriminatory ordinance by a 
local government from protecting classes of in-
dividuals not already protected by the State of 
Texas or the federal government. For example, 
the bill would protect individuals based on 
race, religion, and national origin, but all other 
ordinances protecting LGBTQ individuals, 
students, veterans, and so many more would be 
eliminated. 

days, we had a two-step strategy. First, I would 
travel to the Texas Capitol to meet with my dad 
to reason with him and members of his staff, 
to see if he would withdraw his bill. If that did 
not work, I would sit for an interview with the 
Associated Press—probably one of the scariest 
things I have ever done because I had no idea 
what they would ask or write.

With the aid of a media consultant, I prac-
ticed and practiced and practiced for that in-
terview. And I would like to think I did a really 
good job because of it. In short order, the article 
was released and made the front pages of papers 
across the country—from the Dallas Morning 
News to the Chicago Tribune. It was a good ar-
ticle, balancing our two views and highlighting 
our differences.

I am relieved to report that my dad’s bill died 
in committee without a hearing. 

But the process did take its toll on me and 
my relationship with my parents. I came down 
with a pretty bad case of pneumonia—the worst 
illness I have ever had—and my parents and I 
did not talk for a while. We never did reconcile 
on his filing of the bill.

And with regard to me and my dad today, we 
have a pretty good relationship. It’s not perfect, 
but we enjoy the time we spend together. 

My very personal experience with my dad 
taught me that when the time comes, you have 
to answer the call. Step up, no matter how scary 
it seems. We have to act to make our lives better. 
And acting requires more than just showing up.  

Do something affirmative. Don’t be a 
spectator. In Houston terms: Be Someone. Take 
some meaningful action sometime this year for 
something you believe in. Whether it is volun-
teering, donating in a way that is significant to 
you, or really putting your convictions on the 
line by running for office, our community gets 
better—or worse—by our action or inaction. 

I want to end by stating that I stand here 
today fully recognizing that the challenges 
I just shared with you were easier for me to 
overcome than it would be for many others, for 
two reasons. First, my challenges were lessened 
because I was born with the privilege that auto-
matically attaches to white men in our society. 
And second, I have the privilege of having so 
many incredible friendships—so many people 
who have helped me persevere and have made 
my life easier.

I accept this award not just for myself, but 
for you all, as well. Without you, I would not be 
standing here, on this stage, at this time.  
I appreciate you. I honor you. I am privileged 
to have you in my life. Thank you—to each of 
you, to Mayor Parker, and to the members of the 
local committee—for bestowing this award on 
me. 

The Honorable Beau A. Miller has been 
Harris County’s 190th Judicial District 

Court since 2018.

This was a direct action against the idea of 
HERO—the 2014 Houston Equal Rights Ordi-
nance—that was originally passed under Mayor 
Parker’s administration but later repealed in 
2015.

So, before I called back to the Texas 
Tribune—and by that time to several other 
reporters—I had one decision to make: would 
I take a stand? The price of doing so could 
be high—placing more strain on an already 
strained relationship with my parents, and the 
inevitable negative emotional and physical toll 
on my body. 

But I quickly realized I did not put myself in 
this position. My dad did. This was his making. 
He didn’t have to file that bill. And although I 
didn’t want to do it, it was my turn to step up. 

So, I started making calls to people I met 
through events for the Victory Fund and Lamb-
da Legal. Within a day, I was put in touch with 
LGBTQ political organizations that would help 
me navigate the process. And within a couple of 

“MY PATH TO TODAY 
WAS NOT WITHOUT 

CHALLENGES... I REALIZED 
THAT A LARGE PART OF 
WHAT HAPPENED TO ME 
RESULTED FROM SELF-

LOATHING—WHICH, IN PART, 
DERIVED FROM MY FEAR 
OF BEING STIGMATIZED 

BECAUSE I AM 
HIV-POSITIVE.”

—Judge Beau Miller
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June 2017
Pride Houston’s 
40th anniversary 
Pride Houston 
marked its 40th 
anniversary, and 
OutSmart shined 
a light on the faces 
of LGBTQ activism 
in our commu-
nity with a Pride 

Portraits collage. This retrospective issue 
celebrated how far we’ve come as a com-
munity while looking forward to the work 
still to be done. June stories included a look 
back at “Houston’s Stonewall” moment in 
1977 when anti-gay celebrity Anita Bryant’s 
appearance in Houston sparked a massive 
downtown demonstration; an interview 
with Moses Mbai, the first openly gay Mr. 
TSU; news of two fathers fighting for their 
trans kids; and a feature on the Transform 
Houston campaign whose mission was to 
change hearts and minds about LGBTQ 
rights.  

October 2018
Beto runs for Texas governor  
In a story that offered a glimmer of hope 
that Texas would finally rid itself of promi-
nent anti-LGBTQ conservative Senator Ted 
Cruz, OutSmart featured Congressman and 

Senate hopeful Beto 
O’Rourke on its Octo-
ber cover. O’Rourke as-
cended to the national 
spotlight as he aimed 
to end Texas’ 24-year 
Democratic drought 
in statewide elections. 
As a skateboarding, 
Whataburger-loving, 
progressive symbol 

of change, O’Rourke discussed his vision for a 
more inclusive state, which resulted in a gen-
eration of newly engaged voters and hope for a 
better tomorrow. Politicians Lupe Valdez and 
Lizzie Fletcher were also featured, along with 
RuPaul’s Drag Race winner Aquaria.   

December 2018
Pioneering local ac-
tivist Ray Hill dies 
Houston experienced 
an immense loss in 
November 2018 with 
the passing of activist 
and community cham-
pion Ray Hill. One of 
the strongest voices in 
the fight for LGBTQ 

rights took his final breath at Omega House in 
Montrose—the very place he helped launch in 
the 1980s as a refuge for dying AIDS patients 

who were often shunned by the larger medical 
community. Hill lived a thousand lives in his 
short time on earth, touching countless people 
through his fearless advocacy work, his local 
radio show, and even the documentary Loud 
Mouth Queer that told his story for those not 
fortunate enough to have met him in person. 
Hill’s legacy is one for the record books, and 
OutSmart was honored to pay him homage.  

June 2019
Pride Houston names its first Black male 
grand marshal and four trans women of 
color as honorary grand marshals  

OutSmart’s 2019 Pride issue celebrated the 
“Fresh Faces of Pride” and the history-making 
grand marshals who represented our city 
during that year’s Pride celebrations. Pride 
Houston’s male grand marshal Harrison Guy 
and honorary grand marshals Monica Roberts,  

The first print issue of OutSmart magazine 
landed on newsstands 30 years ago, in an era 
much different than the times we live in to-
day. When Houston’s premier LGBTQ maga-
zine began reporting on local news, it was 

still illegal for non-heterosexual couples to marry, RuPaul 
was gearing up to release his debut studio album, Supermod-
el of the World, and President Bill Clinton would soon sign 
into law the infamous “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” military policy 
that prohibited openly gay and lesbian Americans from serv-
ing in the military, while also prohibiting the harassment of 
“closeted” homosexuals. Different times, indeed. 

In 2017, OutSmart celebrated its milestone 25th anniver-
sary with a retrospective of the previous quarter-century. In 
the five years since that landmark issue hit the newsstands, 
our community has experienced immense changes, survived 
historic events, and faced new hurdles in the ongoing fight 
for equality. We’ve endured a pandemic together, which (on 
top of the obvious health crisis) made safe spaces for queer 
people less accessible for a long period of time. Drag queens 
became the newest target of the conservative right wing, 

while Donald Trump and his Supreme Court appointees 
waged war on women’s rights. Republican politicians na-
tionwide set their sights on dismantling the rights of LGBTQ 
teachers, artists, parents, and more. On the home front, our 
city endured Hurricane Harvey and the deadly winter freeze 
of 2021. 

Throughout  this turmoil, OutSmart has worked tire-
lessly to highlight the positive aspects of our community and 
all that it has to offer. We published our first cover featuring 
a nonbinary model, celebrated the rise of drag kings in  
Houston, highlighted the local queer members of Black Lives  
Matter: Houston, and so much more. We’ve been on the front 
lines of reporting on HIV health care, entertainment, poli-
tics, emerging artists, star athletes, and other community 
heroes who strengthen the fabric of our community. 

As we look back on the last 30 years and recognize  
how far we’ve come—and how far we still have to go—the 
OutSmart staff is honored to continue sharing these stories 
that all too often go unheard. We look forward to the next 
30 years and well beyond, thanks to our family of readers, 
advertisers, supporters, and allies like you. 

➝
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Ana Andrea Molina, Atlantis Narcisse, and 
Dee Dee Watters were all featured on the 
magazine’s cover. The June issue’s “Pride in the 
Media” feature looked at the many local media 
outlets that support inclusion. News of an HIV-
prevention campaign and a conversation with a 
nonbinary actor rounded out the issue.  

September 2019
Local drag kings 
featured in a  
cover story
In a world of queens, 
drag kings were gaining 
prominence in 2019, 
so the September issue 
highlighted the drag-
king collective known 
as The H-Town Kings 

by featuring local drag king Hugh Dandy on 
the cover. The issue also included an interview 
with Theatre Under The Stars artistic director 
Dan Knechtges, stories on PFLAG president 
Janice Anderson, State Representative Garnet 
Coleman, visual artist Lovie Olivia, and more. 

April and May 2020
Local LGBTQ heroes
respond COVID 
When the first local COVID-19 infection 
was documented in 2020, no one could have 
predicted just how drastically this new virus 
would alter our lives. The term “frontline work-
ers” was quickly adapted and used to describe 
vital employees who were unable to work from 
home, many of whom were facing the health 
crisis head-on in the heart of hospitals across 
the country. 

The April OutSmart cover story paid hom-
age to frontline gay nurses Nicholas Olaverria 
and Akil Jones, who spoke about their hospital 
ICU experiences during a time when much was 
still unknown about the virus. Read more about 
these hometown heroes on pages 26 and 28 of 
this issue.

As the pandemic continued well beyond the 
original two-week timeframe we were expect-
ing, food insecurity became a huge issue as 

many families and workers suddenly without 
a job looked to local food pantries for support. 
OutSmart’s May cover featured several LGBTQ 
representatives from the Houston Food Bank, 
Brighter Bites, and the YMCA of Greater Hous-
ton, who all spoke about their efforts to combat 
food insecurity during the lockdown crisis. 

While COVID made impacts on several 
OutSmart stories moving forward, these two 
pandemic covers marked the beginning of the 
magazine’s efforts to highlight queer commu-
nity members making a difference for those 
most in need. 

July 2020
LGBTQ leaders of 
the local Black Lives 
Matter group speak 
out following George 
Floyd’s murder 
The murder of George 
Floyd at the hands of 
Minneapolis police 
officers sent shock-
waves throughout the 

country and led to new forms of activism aimed 
at ending racism in America. The July cover 
featured the LGBTQ leaders of Black Lives 
Matter: Houston (BLMHOU) and their work on 
the front lines in the fight for systemic change. 
Brandon Mack, Ashton P. Woods, and Kandice 
Webber discussed their advocacy work in the 
cover story, and encouraged all of Houston’s 
diverse communities to get involved with their 
work. Queer lawyer Tatiauna Holland also 
spoke with OutSmart about her work repre-
senting those affected by police brutality. Sto-
ries about an openly gay pastor and a boutique 
owner rounded out the July issue highlighting 
life in Galveston.  

August 2020
Actor and model Chiugo kicks off Out-
Smart’s annual ‘Beyond the Binary’ series 
Nonbinary model and artist Chiugo dazzled 

us on the August 
cover. The native-
Houstonian trail-
blazer spoke about 
their relation-
ship with gender 
identity and how, 
by simply existing 
“loud and proud,” 
they can be a 
positive example 

of gender-nonconformity for nonbinary 
youth. Three other nonbinary activists 
and changemakers also appeared in that 
“Beyond the Binary’’ feature that now 
runs each August. Also featured in the is-
sue were Houston’s Kai Shappley, a young 
trans activist who starred in Netflix’s The 
Babysitter’s Club, and a conversation with 
DJ HYPERFEMME.   

November 2020
Trans activist and journalist 
Monica Roberts dies 
In November 2020, OutSmart mourned 
the loss, and celebrated the life, of  local 
trans activist and journalist Monica 
Roberts, who passed away due to natural 
causes on October 6. The founder of 
Transgriot, a blog that spotlights Black 
trans stories that are all too often ignored 
by the media, Roberts left behind a legacy 
of progressive and life-saving activism 
that other trans community members 
are carrying on. Roberts once wrote, “We 
do all of this not for ourselves, but for the 
trans kids.” An inspiration to many and a 
guiding light for all, Roberts’ legacy lives 
on as we work to combat the current tide 
of anti-trans legislation nationwide.  ➝
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May 2021
Legislative attacks 
on trans youth 
continue in Austin 
As travel and tour-
ism began to bounce 
back from the ongoing 
pandemic, OutSmart 
highlighted numerous 
Texas getaway destina-
tions in May 2021. 

From cruises to campsites, African-inspired 
hospitality, and more, this issue served as a 
guide for those looking to get away to an affirm-
ing and fun environment. OutSmart writers 
also brought much-needed attention to the 2021 
legislative attacks on trans youth. Firsthand 
stories from families of trans and nonbinary 
youth illustrated the impact that discrimina-
tory laws were having at the local level. Brad 
Pritchett, Equality Texas field director, spoke 
to OutSmart about what he and his team were 
doing to combat Republican lawmakers in 
Austin. Doctors, politicians, and social-justice 
visionaries also spoke out against the bills 
aimed at ending trans rights in Texas.  

June and July 2021
Houston re-opens as COVID vaccines 
make in-person events possible  
Blackberri, aka “The Bearded Beauty of Texas,” 
shined on the June cover and chatted with 
OutSmart about her journey from humble bar 
gigs to being featured in a Facebook Super 
Bowl commercial. The hilarious drag queen 
described her adventures on the front lines of 
putting drag on the map in our city. This annual 
Pride issue also featured trans activists and 
artists, out local journalists, and more. 

Nonbinary filmmaker Marcus Pontello 
struck a fierce pose for the July cover and spoke 
with OutSmart about their documentary focus-

ing on the historic 
Numbers nightclub 
in Montrose and its 
impact on generations 
of Houstonians. Also 
included was a profile 
on the nightclub’s 
owners and DJs who 
discussed the lasting 
legacy of the local 
nightlife haunt. Stories 

about the Galveston queer scene, a look inside 
the downtown Comicpalooza convention, and 
a Q&A with local drag artist Kymber Devine 
rounded out the July issue. 

January 2022
New HIV-prevention 
drug introduced, 
local researcher 
Jonatan Gioia 
describes his role in 
that breakthrough  
The January well-
ness issue celebrated a 
medical milestone that 
proved to be a game-
changing step toward 

ending the HIV epidemic. OutSmart spoke with 
UTHealth’s Jonatan Gioia about a new long-
lasting injectable version of the PrEP medica-
tion that can eliminate HIV transmission. 
Gioia, a queer medical professional and native 
of Buenos Aires, was part of the research team 
that led to the landmark medical advancement. 
The issue also featured spin instructors and 
other fitness trainers, interviews with queer 
comedians Matteo Lane and Fortune Feimster, 
and more.  

November 2022
Local trans actor 
Sis featured in 
‘American 
Horror Story’  
Sis, the supernova 
trans artist from 
Houston, hit televi-
sion screens in 2022’s 
American Horror 
Story: NYC on FX. She 

spoke with OutSmart about the importance 
of trans visibility, particularly for Black trans 
women in the media. Sis, who was also featured 
as a background actor on the FX show POSE, 
brought a spotlight to the importance of trans 
actors portraying trans characters on screen. 
Also featured were interviews with artists, 
trans activists, and a local out meteorologist. 
Local fitness guru and author Shana Ross chat-
ted with OutSmart about her memoir, which 
discusses her search for her birth family and 

her journey to coming out as a lesbian in a 
deeply conservative family.  

January 2023
Houston drag performer 
Mistress Isabelle Brooks stars 
in ‘RuPaul’s Drag Race’ 
RuPaul finally put some respect on 
Houston’s name and welcomed local drag 

performer 
Mistress Isa-
belle Brooks 
to the main-
stage for the 
15th season of 
RuPaul’s Drag 
Race. Out-
Smart chatted 
with the self-
proclaimed 
“Heavyweight 

Champ” about her rise to stardom and 
the impact of being H-Town’s first queen 
to appear in the globally recognized TV 
series. Also featured were mind-and-body 
wellness stories from local yogis and 
spiritual healers. To highlight Holocaust 
Remembrance Week, Holocaust Museum 
Houston librarian Joel Bangilan spoke 
with OutSmart about the surge in anti-
semitic attacks across the country. 

March 2023
Julie Mabry, local owner of one of the 
nation’s few remaining lesbian bars, 
leads the Women’s Month coverage 

For Inter-
national 
Women’s 
Month, 
OutSmart 
highlighted 
leading local 
women who 
are making 
a difference. 
The cover 
story fea-
tured Julie 

Mabry, the owner of Pearl Bar—one of the 
last remaining lesbian bars in the country. 
Mabry shared her story of achieving 
sobriety, operating the popular Washing-
ton Avenue bar, and being dedicated to the 
larger queer community both locally and 
nationally. Stories about love, advocacy, 
and transgender advancement were also 
featured in the March issue, plus a story 
about The Diana Foundation’s landmark 
70th-anniversary event celebrating the 
country’s oldest continuously operating 
LGBTQ charity organization. 
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Marene Gustin: First of all, do you still 
have those fabulous sky-high pink plat-
forms you wore on your September 2018 
OutSmart cover?
Harper Watters: Yes, I still have Kelly and 
Michelle, however they reside now in the 
social-media Louvre of my house otherwise 
known as my office. After filming a tread-
mill video, the ankle strap popped on one of 
them and officially put them into retire-
ment! They had a fabulous run—or, I guess,  
a fabulous strut.

Back then, you had just finished ap-
pearing in filmmaker Scott Gormley’s 
documentary Danseur. You had been 
with Houston Ballet for seven years, 
and you were already a big social-me-
dia star with 147,000 YouTube follow-
ers. How have things changed, and how 
have they stayed the same since then?
Well, I’ve managed to gain 100,000 more 
followers on IG, and then this little app 
called TikTok arrived in 2020 where I’ve 
amassed 580,000 followers. Putting value 
in follower count is probably worthy of 
some side-eye, but for me I’m really proud 
of the community I’ve built. I put a lot of 
thought and intention into my posts, so 

Dancing Beyond Limits
Houston Ballet’s Harper Watters on his social media growth,

career ambitions, and breaking stereotypes.

to have them resonate with people is really 
powerful for me. 

Beyond the social-media growth, I’ve risen 
through the ranks at Houston Ballet to become 
the highest-ranked Black dancer and queer 
dancer of the company. I take class every day, 
I try my hardest to never become complacent, 
and I always continue to seek inspiration and 
stay curious. That mindset and work ethic has 
remained the same. That’s what has allowed 
me to keep an upward trajectory, both inside 
and outside of the dance studio. I also became 

a homeowner, which I think makes me an of-
ficial Houstonian. 

I look back at participating in Danseur and 
where I was in my career. When I did my first 
OutSmart cover, I had aspirations of leading 
a three-act ballet and getting to the top of my 
company. To have accomplished both of those 
while also planting roots in Houston makes me 
incredibly proud. My first OutSmart cover had 
me jumping with a suitcase, which for me was 
like saying I was on a journey, and with this 
cover I feel like I’m saying that I’ve arrived. 

You were also single back then. Is that still 
the case?
Drag me! Yes, I am single, but when you’re so 
booked and busy, it’s hard to find time for a 
man! But also, my DMs are open, so whoever is 
reading this article and seeing this story, I am 
ready to be wined and dined! Let’s manifest 
that by my next cover, so I’ll be gushing over my 
man in the article. 

You’ve talked before about the challenges 
of being a Black, queer male in ballet.  
Has the ballet world become more  
accommodating?
The simple answer is yes. I’m the first Black 
and queer first soloist of Houston Ballet, and 

September 2018 cover
Photo by Ashkan Roayaee

By MARENE GUSTIN
Photo by FRANK HERNANDEZ

T hen and Now: 

➝

A lot can happen in five years. Since OutSmart 
commemorated its 25th anniversary in 2017, 71 
editions have hit the stands with hundreds of 

stories about and for Houston’s LGBTQ community.
In this issue, we check in on four brilliant personali

ties who have graced OutSmart’s covers since 2017. While 
much has stayed the same—our cover star Harper Watters 
is still single and checking his DMs, just so readers know—
plenty more has changed. 

Nicholas Olaverria, who was working on the front lines 
of the COVID-19 pandemic in April 2020, is no longer a 
hospital ICU nurse. Instead, he has been reprioritizing his 
career goals with a strong focus on his mental health. 

Jessica Zyrie has been keeping busy modeling in 
New York City since she last spoke with OutSmart for 
her February 2019 cover story—back when she was 
modeling locally and working at the Montrose Center. 
She was even a featured model on Project Runway in 
2021. 

And finally, native Houstonian Alan Gonzalez is also 
making his mark on the New York fashion scene since 
being featured on OutSmart’s December 2019 cover. He 
recently won an Emmy Award for his costuming work 
on Disney’s The Quest. 

Read on for more on these OutSmart cover stars who 
graciously took the time to catch us up on their careers.
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“I PUT A LOT OF 
THOUGHT AND 

INTENTION INTO 
MY SOCIAL-MEDIA 

POSTS, SO TO HAVE 
THEM RESONATE 
WITH PEOPLE IS 

REALLY POWERFUL 
FOR ME.”  

—Harper Watters
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that’s a testament to the work that’s 
taken place over the past few years 
motivated by the global movement to 
bring justice, healing, and freedom to 
Black people everywhere. As a result 
of this movement, ballet companies 
had to look within, realize what this 
art form is built on, and how to make 
intentional changes. Ashton Edwards 
of Pacific Northwest Ballet is just 
one example of the growing number 
of nonbinary dancers feeling com-
fortable to dance as their authentic 
selves. One of my best friends, Chun 
Wai Chan, just became the first Asian 
principal at New York City Ballet. The 
work is working, and the results are 
giving success, and we love to see it. 

At 31, where do you see your career 
in dance going from here?
There is still so much I want, and will, 
accomplish in my career. I’m a first 
soloist at Houston Ballet, a rank just 
below the highest rank of principal. It 
would be a dream to reach that rank, 
not only for myself but for everyone 
who loves and looks like me. It would 
be the ultimate permission for anyone 
who feels like they can’t try. 

I’m still waiting for the chance 
to collaborate with Queen Bey! Yes, I 
have my Renaissance tickets, but the 
ultimate gig would be working with 
her! I moved to Houston for ballet 
when I was 16 years old and on my 
own, and to look back at what I’ve been 
able to create from ballet and a pair 
of heels blows my mind. The sky’s the 
limit, and I’m so excited to continue 
increasing visibility, breaking down 
stereotypes, and doing it fabulously! 

Fashion is very important to you. 
Do you see a career in that world 
after you retire from dance?
What I love about fashion is its trans-
formative powers. There is something 
so thrilling about putting on different 
garments and creating a narrative 
with them. I feel so lucky to be able to 
do that in ballet, and on my own with 
my social media. I don’t think I’ll be 
sending any Harper originals down 
the runway anytime soon, but maybe 
there’s a runway or editorial that I 
could grace. That iconic monologue 
delivered in The Devil Wears Prada by 
Meryl Streep speaks to the influence 
and power of fashion. You might not 

be aware of it, but you are participating in 
fashion whether you’re shopping at Mar-
shalls or on the cover of Vogue. I not only 
try to tap into that world because I love 
clothing, but also as a tool to have ballet 
be featured on a larger scale. From now to 
when I retire, and after, I will always rely 
on the art of fashion to bring me inspira-
tion—but also to bring new audiences to 
ballet. 

Fashion, dance, social media—what 
is the one thing you want your legacy 
to be?
It feels fitting to quote the Queen of  
Houston (and the world). Beyoncé has a 
lyric that says, “When I leave this world, 
I’ll leave no regrets. Leave something 
to remember, so they won’t forget I was 
here.” I want my legacy to be my work,  
my passion, my legs, and my fearlessness.

Keep up with Harper Watters
on Instagram @theharperwatters.
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Prioritizing Mental Health

Nicholas Olaverria speaks out on his 
experience during the pandemic.

By RYAN M. LEACH

Nicholas Olaverria, 28, ap-
peared on the cover of the April 
2020 OutSmart issue, dressed 
in hospital scrubs. At the time, 
he was an intensive-care unit 

nurse at Memorial Hermann Hospital in the 
Texas Medical Center. He was outspoken about 
the hospital’s lack of PPE resources and the 
dangers it presented to him and his colleagues—
much to the chagrin of his bosses. He left the 
Hermann ICU later that summer to pursue 
other opportunities, burned out and disheart-
ened by the nation’s pandemic response and his 
hospital system’s lack of regard for the front-
line nurses who were saving lives.

“Thinking about the years 2020 and 2021 
literally sends chills down my spine,” Olaverria 
admits. “When I interviewed with the maga-
zine in April of 2020, we were seeing the initial 

influx of COVID patients in the ICU. I stayed 
working bedside in the COVID ICU until fall 
2020. I received a bit of a professional whiplash 
after speaking with OutSmart and Houston’s 
local news networks, spreading the word that 
Memorial Hermann was not providing an 
adequate supply of PPE. I experienced a lot of 
frustration with hospital management, and I 
felt like [my concerns were being dismissed]. I 
was a bit discouraged and upset that a billion-
dollar industry could not provide their workers 
with basic necessities. It was a bit embarrass-
ing, but more so dangerous.” 

After leaving the hospital, Olaverria made 
some personal changes. He started to focus 
more on his mental health, and began visiting 
a therapist to deal with the “trench” in his life 
that felt devastating. He continues to benefit 
from therapy, yoga practice, and his commit-

ment to prioritize mental health above all. 
“My choice to become a nurse and help 

people felt all of a sudden like a silly dream 
when I realized I was working in such a 
toxic hospital system. I made the decision 
to move into the biotechnology sector, and 
I now work completely from home as a 
clinical-data associate for oncology trials. 
The company I work for, Seagen, was just 
purchased by Pfizer. We are very excited 
about this acquisition because it will ex-
pand Pfizer’s research portfolio by adding 
targeted cancer-cell therapies to Pfizer’s 
wheelhouse.” 

Olaverria notes that he was met with 
a variety of responses to being featured in 
OutSmart and other local media outlets. 
“It was interesting to see the hospital’s 
reaction to the article and my interview 
with a local news station. I received 
pointed conversations from hospital 
management about [my decision to speak 
out], but I was unbothered by this. I spoke 
with a handful of other ICU nurses at 
the time about creating a focus group to 
[explore the option of] going on strike, but 
unfortunately the grasp of the hospital 
system scared some of them and we did 
not proceed before I quit. 

“My mom is also a nurse, and was very 
happy when she saw this article because 
she was experiencing the same headaches 
in San Antonio within her hospital units. 
I felt happy that this article was published 
because it solidified, at least within 
myself, that as a unit, nurses could really 
make a difference.”

When he isn’t working on cancer 
research, Olaverria is focused on spend-
ing time with his husband, Joaquin, and 
limiting his access to social media. In fact, 
he deleted most of his social media in the 
wake of the overturning of Roe v. Wade. 

“I deleted Instagram back when 
our country removed the protection for 
women to make decisions regarding 
their reproductive health. It was then 
that I decided a social-media cleanse was 
necessary to focus on my friends and 
family and really get back to Earth, in a 
way. I’m back on it now, though. I scroll 
randomly now, and take breaks as neces-
sary. I try to FaceTime, call, and text my 
friends [rather than sending Instagram] 
messages, although I love to share funny 
Instagram videos.” 

To that end, Olaverria has no social-
media links to share, and he hopes to keep 
it that way as he continues his personal 
wellness journey. 

 Husbands Joaquin (l) 
and Nick Olaverria

April 2020 cover
Photo by Alex Rosa 
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Jessica Zyrie, 30, graced the 
cover of OutSmart magazine 
in February 2019—the first 
of what promises to be many 
covers to come. As a Black 
trans woman and model,  

Zyrie uses her platform to bring focus to the 
issues impacting her community. Now living 
in New York full-time, she continues breaking 
barriers in a career that hasn’t always given 
Black or trans women the credit they are due. 

“After appearing on the cover of Out-
Smart in 2019, I became more intentional 
with solidifying my roots in New York,” Zyrie 
says. “My time in Houston was crucial to my 
development, and my cover on OutSmart was 
such a special part of the journey to me. It was 
empowering to have something tangible that 
unapologetically represented parts of me that I 
didn’t always love about myself.

“The reaction [to that magazine cover] that 
stands out the most was my grandmother’s. She 
had three sons, but she always wanted a daugh-
ter. There was an indescribable joy on her face 
holding that magazine. It felt as if that maga-
zine represented all of the things she’d ever 
want to share with a daughter or granddaugh-
ter—resilience, beauty, drive, and fearlessness.”

Zyrie’s appearance on the OutSmart cover 
occurred when she had been working both as a 
model and as an HEI counselor at the Montrose 
Center, assisting clients with early intervention 
HIV resources. She remains dedicated to work-
ing with underserved communities now that 
she is in New York.

After moving to the Big Apple in 2021, she 
landed her first major gig as a featured model 
on Project Runway. Her Houston community 
was proud to see one of their own doing what 
they love on national television, as many of 
us were still staying at home as the pandemic 
dragged on. 

“I am still modeling, dipping my toes into 
acting, networking with grassroots organiza-
tions, and I work with a special-needs insur-
ance plan serving marginalized communities. 
Though New York is a difficult city to live in, 
I’ve grown tremendously as a person,” she 

notes. “I have been able to 
simultaneously feed my soul 
and my passions—all the while 
discovering more of myself.” 

Follow Jessica Zyrie on 
Instagram @thejessica-

zyrie, Facebook (Jessica Zyrie), 
and TikTok @jessicazyrie.

Shattering 
Barriers
Re-focusing 

on Jessica Zyrie.
By RYAN M. LEACH

Photo by DAMETREUS WARD

February 2019 cover
Photo by Christelyn Nash
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In December 2019, 
fashion designer 
Alan Gonzalez was 
featured on the 
cover of OutSmart 
magazine. The reboot 

of Project Runway was about to hit the 
small screen, and Gonzalez was hope-
ful that he might follow in the footsteps 
of Houston designer Chloe Dao and 
take first prize. 

While he didn’t win on Project 
Runway, he did go on to win an Emmy 
Award for his costume designs and 
has found new direction and a new city 
along the way.

“After Project Runway, I moved to 
New York City and immediately started 
working on making costumes for TV,” 
Gonzalez says. “My first job in the city 
was on HBO’s Legendary. After that, 
I went on to make costumes for The 
Quest on Disney+, which was Emmy-
nominated for Outstanding Special Ef-
fects Costumes, Hair and Makeup. And 
we won! I can now say I am an Emmy 
Award-winning designer.”

Houstonians who remember 
Gonzalez may also recall his signature 
brand of “Alantude.” Although his 
career shifted to focus primarily on 
costume design during the pandemic, 
that signature Alantude attitude lives 

Alantude Takes 
Manhattan

Native Houstonian  
Alan Gonzalez is 

expanding his brand 
following an Emmy win.

By RYAN M. LEACH

on. Gonzalez still creates custom designs for 
clients, and he hosted the web series Project 
Runway Redemption next to Nina Garcia, so 
his ties to the show that gave him his boost 
remain strong.

“Had I not done the show, I would not have 
made the jump to a new city. I wouldn’t have 
made the friends I made through the show, and I 
wouldn’t be working on all these projects I’m so 
grateful to have my name on. It helped grow my 
audience, and was able to keep me and my fam-
ily afloat throughout the pandemic,” he says.

His own brand took a back seat while he 
worked on the TV shows, but Gonzalez says he 
is happy to be getting his focus back on design-
ing and further developing his brand.  

He intends to establish a presence in sev-
eral stores across the country very soon. 

“I have worked with several manu-
facturers that can make on-demand 
clothing as we grow. Last season was the 
first time I showed in New York during 
Fashion Week, and I plan to continue to 
push my brand in New York more—while 
still keeping Houston on my side.” 

Follow Gonzalez on all 
social media @Alantude

December 2019 cover
Photo by Ashkan Roayaee
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Houston may be best 
known for Tex-Mex, 
BBQ, and steak houses, 
but when it comes to 
eating, the Bayou City 
is also very fond of its 
seafood. From fancy 
white-tablecloth sea-

food emporiums to all-you-can-eat crawfish 
joints, Houston’s proximity to the Gulf Coast 
ensures an abundance of fresh-from-the-water 
options. 

Two members of Houston’s LGBTQ com-
munity are making the most of that delicious-
ness in two very different ways. Chef Mario 
Piña’s La Fishería restaurant, located in 

downtown’s historic district on Milam Street, 
was started by celebrity Mexican chef Aquiles 
Chavez in 2012. 

“I came here in 2017 from Monterrey,” says 
Piña. “One week later we had Harvey.” The 
devastating hurricane shuttered the restaurant 
for seven months, and it didn’t reopen until 
March of 2018. Since then, the chef has built a 
steady following of fans. And one of the things 
they come for is his grandmother’s flan.

“When I was a child, I would sit on my 
grandmother’s porch and eat her flan,” he re-
calls. The Flan de la Casa is a creamy Mexican-
style crème caramel served with Kahlua 
caramel sauce. Other specialties include the 
Pulpo a la Parrilla, a tender grilled octopus in 

D I N I N G  O U T

Fresh Local Seafood
Mario Piña and Alli Jarrett are both serving up tempting regional flavors.

By MARENE GUSTIN

lime plated with veggies and yucca; a trio of 
seafood tacos; and the Pompano al la Limon, 
a whole pan-seared and roasted pompano 
fish with a buttery lime sauce. 

Plus, he’s just added a few new dishes 
like the seafood linguini. “Even though 
we’re a seafood restaurant, a lot of people 
ask for pasta, so I created this dish,” Piña 
says. The bar features cervezas, wines, and 
an impressive menu of whiskeys.

The chef is also a food blogger whose In-
stagram handle is Memo Rex Commander, 
after the third album of the Mexican band 
Zoé: Memo Rex Commander y el Corazón 
Atómico de la Vía Láctea. When he’s not 
in the kitchen you’ll find Piña at concerts. 

Mario Piña, 
La Fishería

➝
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We Take PRIDE All Year Long in Serving 
the Freshest and Locally Sourced Dishes!
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“I went to 30 concerts last year,” he says 
proudly.

 Meanwhile, over at Alli Jarrett’s Low 
Tide Kitchen & Bar in Spring Branch, the 
menu evokes the childhood flavors of Jar-
rett’s East Coast upbringing.

“I’m from South Carolina,” she says. 
“I grew up going to the beach at Pawleys 
Island, so I love seafood.”

Jarrett also owns the popular Harold’s 
Restaurant, Bar, and Terrace in the Heights, 
as well as Harold’s Tap Room. 

Low Tide Kitchen & Bar started life in 
downtown’s Finn Hall food hall, but that 
location ended with the pandemic. In 2022, 
Jarrett relocated to Spring Branch to open 
another version of the restaurant. 

“Spring Branch reminds me of the 
Heights when I first moved there 20 years 
ago,” she says. “There’s a lot happening here, 
it’s really growing.”

Dining here will evoke the smell of salt 
marsh air and the sound of the waves from 
the Low Country, and the menu is drool-
worthy. From the shrimp burger to the oys-
ter nachos, everything is fresh and simple.

“Just good, honest seafood,” Jarrett says. 
Her partner, Karin, craves the simple fare 

like the fried shrimp and hushpuppies, while 
other best-sellers include the crawfish dip and 
chips, crab cakes, and stoneground grits and 
shrimp.

“And our ceviche is award winning,” Jar-
rett says. The dish of white fish, cucumber, on-
ion, cilantro, citrus, and tomato took home the 
top Trailblazer Appetizer Award at the 2023 
Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo’s Roundup 
& Best Bites Competition.

There’s also a darn good burger made 
with 44 Farms beef, a butter bean burger for 
vegetarians, and the popular Sister’s Fried 
Chicken and Mash.

Both Piña and Jarrett feature signature 
dishes inspired by their grandmothers. 
“Sister’s Fried Chicken is similar to the fried 
chicken that we serve at Harold’s,” Jarrett 
notes. “It’s based on a family recipe that my 
grandmother used to make.”

At Low Tide’s raw bar, you can get Gulf 
Coast oysters like the Oysters NOLP (North  
of Long Point) or East Coast oysters on the half 
shell. Wash them down with a Low Country 
cocktail of whiskey and fruit juice, and it’s  
all good.  

Jarrett, a longtime golfer, stays busy with 
her restaurants these days, but she’s also very 
active in charities, her church, and the indus-
try as an advisory board member of the Texas 
Restaurant Association.

While very different in regional flavors, 
both Chef Piña’s La Fishería and Chef Jarrett’s 
Low Tide Kitchen & Bar serve up seafood that 
is some of the best in Houston.

La Fishería is located at 213 Milam St.,
For more info, visit lafisheriahtx.com. 

Low Tide Kitchen & Bar is located at 
2030 Bingle Rd., For more info,  

visit lowtidekitchenbar.com. 

“I’M FROM SOUTH 
CAROLINA, SO I LOVE 

SEAFOOD—JUST GOOD, 
HONEST SEAFOOD.”   

—Alli Jarrett, Low Tide 
Kitchen & Bar

Alli Jarrett, Low Tide 
Kitchen & Bar

DINING OUT  |  CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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BUY 1 ENTREE 
GET 1 FREE!

Must be used by
May 30th, 2023.
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R E A L- E S TA T E  R O U N D U P

A Look at
Houston Housing

Local real-estate professionals respond to the changing market.

By MARENE GUSTIN
Photo by RUCK PHOTOGRAPHY

➝

Short of using a crystal 
ball, the Houston real-
estate market can be 
hard to predict.  

The market in 2022 saw record-
high average and median prices, but 
also declining sales—particularly 
due to a lack of inventory and rising 
mortgage rates, according to Norada 
Real Estate Investments. June had 
the year’s strongest sales volume, 
with 9,844 single-family units sold. 
Despite this, new listings boosted 
inventory levels, which hit a high of 

2.8 months’ supply in October  
and November.

So, what about 2023? The 
pandemic housing boom has cooled 
as interest rates go up and inflation 
eats away savings. Should you buy, 
should you sell now, or wait? Should 
you remodel? We asked some 
industry experts about the effect of 
higher interest rates, their tips on 
staging a home for sale, and their 
overall approach to marketing in a 
difficult economy. Here’s what they 
had to say:
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BROOKS BALLARD
ENGEL & VOLKERS
engelvoelkers.com/en

One of the opportunities 
that we are utilizing—that 
was not available during 
the 2008 depression—are 
buy-down points to lower 
the interest rate. Histori-
cally, the current interest 
rates are not high compared 

to normal market situations, so it’s still a good 
time to buy a home. The higher interest rates do 
give the opportunity to push down the inflation-
ary prices on purchases. 

As for marketing, we are excited about 
our polo events, and we are bringing back our 
annual golf tournament that raises money for 
veterans. 
     My quote is that “Empty houses do not sell,” 
so staging is very important. However, I do not 
like virtual staging because I think it gives a 
false concept and image to the buyers. We don’t 
really utilize AI, because our relationships re-
quire us to have that connection to our clients. 
Personal interaction is what they demand, 
and they want that personal attention. AI is 

not really used except on the back end when 
processing some repetitive documentation and 
paperwork.
     Our business is not only local, but national 
and international. Our inventory is everywhere 
that we have clients who want to purchase 
homes in the world.

DAVID BATAGOWER
BAYOU CITY PROPERTY GROUP 
BY COMPASS
bayoucitypropertygroup.com

We have definitely started 
seeing more creative solu-
tions come about as interest 
rates have adjusted over the 
last year or so. For example, 
interest rate buy-downs, 
where the seller or builder 
credits the buyer a set dollar 

amount to buy the interest rate down for the 
initial one to two years of the loan. The thought 
behind this is that when rates decrease, you 
can refinance—but have a manageable rate 
until then. This is just one of the more common 
options we are seeing.  We are huge believers in 
staging, because we have seen the success. As 

they say, the proof is in the pudding. One 
of our recent listings sold in 12 days. Aver-
age days on market for the community is 
50 days. Because of staging, [combined 
with] a strategic approach to prepping 
the property and targeted marketing, we 
were able to sell 76 percent faster than 
the average property in that community. 
Although there is an expense associated 
with staging, we find our sellers still net 
more because of increased interest and 
fewer days on market. In instances where 
staging isn’t possible, we definitely look to 
virtual staging as an alternative. 

KAREN DERR
KAREN DERR 
REALTY 
GROUP
karenderrrealty-
group.com
For sure, sellers are 

giving more concessions than they had to 
in early 2022. I’ve seen builders with their 
lenders offering rates in the fives—and 
cash toward closing costs—to entice buy-
ers who are on the fence. I have one client 

REAL-ESTATE ROUNDUP  |  CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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offering owner financing with a large down pay-
ment. Since COVID, we are back to having client 
appreciation parties and fun events, which is so 
nice. I’ve recently treated clients to a yoga class 
at a new studio. And open houses are going to be 
back full-force this year because we are going to 
have a little more time to market properties and 
plan events.  I’ve gotten a lot more casual, but I 
don’t wear athletic wear for work. I mean, if I’m 
leaving a workout and get an impromptu request 
to show from a client, I’ll do it. [But aside from 
that], I dress for work every day. I think showing 
a sense of style and good taste is most impor-
tant. I’ll admit that I text with friends or for 
business pretty much until I fall asleep at night, 
but that’s just what I’m comfortable with. I try 
to be considerate of other agents and clients who 
get worn down by [all of their daily] screen time. 
Monday is my favorite day to take off.  

THOM 
EICKLEBERRY 
PRIDE STREET 
REALTY
pridestreetrealty.com
Now, more than ever, build-

ers and sellers are having to offer value. Buyers 

are aware that the cost of real property is very 
high. Builders and sellers must put their best 
on the market if they hope to attract buyers. 
High-end flooring, high-end fixtures, higher-
end appliances. The home or business must 
wow the buyer. The buyer must feel they are 
getting something exceptional for their dollar. 
Just putting a sign in the yard isn’t getting the 
job done any more. 
     I do recommend virtual staging. Consum-
ers buy with their eyes. Physical staging is 
expensive. Virtual is a cost-effective alterna-
tive. Even if you just put out some rugs and 
tchotchkes, it brings warmth and soul to any 
bare space. 
     The outside-of-the-loop communities are 
getting more interest now with high housing 
prices. Bear Creek Village at Highway 6, and 
the Colonies off of West Little York, are great 
options for budget-conscious buyers. Cop-
perfield is a great option, too. LGBTQ+ buyers 
are calling these communities home, more and 
more, all the time. My home is there, and my 
partner and I just love it. Our neighbors love 
having us there, too. Our home and yard add 
value to their homes, and they are very appre-
ciative to have us there. 

JOHN GERLACH
MR. HANDYMAN  
OF NW HOUSTON  
AND JERSEY VILLAGE
mrhandyman.com

Even with the housing 
market cooling off, the 
handyman business 
is holding steady. One 
week we are really 
busy; the next week, 
not so much.
     I would tell first-
time home buyers to 

buy enough house, even if it stretches you 
a bit. Your increasing income may make 
it easier down the road. Also, consider 
neighborhoods with potential to be up-
and-coming. It can be very rewarding 
down the road. If you’re looking to sell 
your home, the first thing you want to do is 
make the house look clean and well-main-
tained. It’s not expensive, but it really 
opens up the market to more buyers. And 
if you’re looking to stay long-term in your 
home, I suggest repairing and updating 
the windows, doors, and insulation.  
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It will really save you money on the HVAC over 
time. They can not only improve the appear-
ance, but will pay for themselves in short order.

CODY GRIZZOFFI
NRL MORTGAGE
nrlmortgage.com/lo/cody-grizzoffi

With prices of everything 
everywhere continually 
rising, house prices are not 
expected to be any differ-
ent this year. The housing 
demand is still here, and  
the inventory is still  
considered low. 

     Rates will most likely stay where they are or 
possibly go down, but I do not see them going 
down to what we were used to over the last few 
years. Don’t let rates and prices discourage 
you. This is a cycle, and it is better to get into 
a house at a set price now and refinance later 
if rates go down. Rent is continually going up, 
along with the price of homes. There are still a 
lot of options for us to get you on track to home-
ownership. 
     I don’t think you can go wrong anywhere in 
Houston and the surrounding areas, due to the 
demand for housing we currently have.

JASON KNEBEL
GREENWOOD KING
PROPERTIES
greenwoodking.com

Greenwood King reintro-
duced our Lobby Speaker 
Series last December with 
the amazing architect Tom 
Kligerman. Our Heights 
office continues to host our 
annual pumpkin patch, and 
our Spring Concert in the 

Park on April 29. I am also a sponsor for various 
neighborhood events near The Woodlands.
     Physical staging is preferred to help buyers 
visualize the context of a space. Virtual staging 
is great to show a room’s potential, backyard 
pool capabilities, even how a remodeled space 
could look. I think we are just at the beginning 
of what AI can do in real estate. I utilize a tool to 
measure rooms to create detailed floor plans, as 
well as software that assists in market analysis 
from multiple data points. 
     I work a lot with clients relocating here from 
other parts of the country. Sometimes they 
know where they’d like to live, and other times 
we may tour them across the city. My favorite 
area outside of the city is The Woodlands. The 
area is consistently voted a top place to live, 

is overflowing with amenities, has a dy-
namic and vibrant energy, and you’re sur-
rounded by nature. What’s more to love?

RICHARD RAY
DOUGLAS ELLIMAN CO.

elliman.com/Texas
What we are seeing 
is that with lower 
inventory in many 
areas, homes that are 
priced right and in 
good condition are 

still selling fairly quickly. Buyers seem to 
be getting more used to the current rates. 
And if they need to buy now, they are going 
ahead with their purchase of a new home 
with the hope that they could refinance at 
a later date if rates begin to decrease.
     Since COVID, I have noticed a much 
more relaxed dress code for many profes-
sionals in all sorts of industries, and 
in real estate, generally we have seen 
the same. Now, my personal policy has 
always been to dress like a million bucks 
if you want to sell a million-dollar house. 
However, that can have many variations 
depending on the client you are working 
with at the time. 
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Bringing Home ownership
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through home ownership
• Start building equity early in life.
• Home Ownership elevates a
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• Single or Married - Home Ownership
should not wait.
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TOM EICKLEBERRY
Broker - PRIDE St. Realty 
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tomsellshomes2000@yahoo.com
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the way you’d like?
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reclaiming your time.

• Full-service short-term rental 
property management

• Highest visibility on 80+ listing sites, 
including Airbnb, Vrbo, and many more

• Professional cleaning, inspections, 
& maintenance

• Local ownership, 
backed by the 
power of a
national brand
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     A day off? My day off comes when I 
physically leave town. But of course, I take 
my laptop with me, just in case! Yes, being 
a real-estate agent involves a lot of hours. 
I always tell new agents, “Remember, we 
work when others are off, so they can look 
at houses.” It comes with the profession. 
But when you love what you do, it’s easy.  

TREY SEITER
VCS CONSTRUCTION 
& REMODELING
vcshouston.com

With rising interest 
rates, [which are] 
attempting to combat 
inflation, I think the 
housing market will 
decline nationally. 
However, the Texas 
economy continues 

to flourish, bringing in people from other 
states such as California, New York, and 
Oregon that could result in the Texas 
housing market staying steady—hence  
the rising interest-rate backlash. 
     I do think there will be a spike in Hous-
ton and outlying residents staying in their 
current homes and choosing to remodel 
and update rather than move to a new 
home.
     My advice to clients is to consider the 
market, economy, and their potential 
profit they stand to make or not make by 
selling. Also consider the market trends 
over the previous two years in their 
neighborhood. If their home has consider-
ably risen in value and they like the part of 
town they live in, then staying put and re-
modeling or renovating might be the wise 
decision. Everybody loves the kitchen 
area, and that’s where most people con-
gregate during get-togethers, including 
immediate family. Refacing existing 
kitchen cabinet doors and drawers, and 
adding new countertops and plumbing fix-
tures, is way less expensive than replacing 
full cabinets—and it will make the kitchen 
look completely different.

LYN SULLIVAN 
ALAMO TITLE
houston.alamotitle.com
I have been in the title industry for over 40 

years and could cite 
countless situations 
that arise in which a 
title policy protects 
the consumer from 
[property disputes]. In 
the past few months 
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Colby Wulf
Platinum Agent

Compass RE Texas
LLC-The Heights
har.com/colbywulf  |  713-444-8919  |  Colby.wulf@compass.com

Guiding 
You Home
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alone, we have had to litigate boundary-
line disputes, prior unpaid taxes due, [or 
a] change in exemption status—chal-
lenges from heirs of the estate and liens 
that were not paid because a seller did 
not close at a title company when he 
[originally] purchased the property. An 
experienced escrow officer can navigate 
the parties through the process, regard-
less of the challenges before, during, and 
after the closing. It is important to have a 
solid underwriter for the title-insurance 
policy. Considering what has recently 
occurred with banking institutions, you 
should know the financial stability of your 
title-insurance company.

I have repeatedly seen new contracts 
where the sellers are offering contribu-
tions to pay down interest rates for the 
purchasers. There are limits on the 
amount of the contribution a seller may 
provide, depending on the type of loan and 
the loan amount. The contribution credit 
appears on the settlement statement at 
closing, which offsets the amount due at 
closing by the purchaser.

VJ TRAMONTE 
JOE TRAMONTE 
REALTY, INC.
tramonterealty.com

When compared to 
the same time last 
year, listing inven-
tories are higher as 
home purchases have 
declined. For the first 
time in 131 con-
secutive months, the 

median home price in the US decreased. 
Since we are the oldest family-owned 
real-estate company on Galveston Island, 
we love to introduce clients to everything 
outside of the loop with our motto: Own a 
Piece of the Island, Own Peace of Mind.
     Sellers need to be more realistic on 
the selling price in this current mar-
ket. We have a slightly different market 
composition on Galveston Island, as we 
have a very strong secondary home and 
short-term rental market, and that can 
present unique challenges. Sellers with 
these types of properties will liquidate 
these properties from their portfolio first, 
and right now we are still seeing many 
overpriced listings which creates longer 
holding periods. 
     COVID gave us a false sense of security 
on market prices that we are still trying 
to combat. ➝

713-253-8609
DavidSellsHouston.RE

david@bayoucitypropertygroup.com

DAVID BATAGOWER
BROKER ASSOCIATE

Helping
everyone

find their place
in the world.

DEBBIE
LEVINE
KNOWS
HOUSTON
713.870.4645
Debbie.Levine@sir.com
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COLBY WULF
COMPASS REAL ESTATE
compass.com/agents/colby-wulf

No matter what the  
market condition is,  
a well-appointed home 
will sell fast and at a good 
price. Renovations and 
upgrades can always 
help, such as fresh paint, 
new flooring, replacing 

lighting, or a kitchen or bathroom remodel. 
I have also seen sellers offer incentives such 
as closing-cost credits or a home warranty to 
potential buyers. 
     When working with sellers, I always work to 
ensure we are reaching our target audience with 
marketing that is proven to be the most success-
ful. Proper staging can also be very beneficial in 
making the home as show-worthy as possible. 
     Finally, the market has not cooled as much for 
sellers as one might think. Inventory is very low 
by historical standards. Since both supply and 
demand for real estate is low, we aren’t seeing 
the downward shifts in pricing that we would 
have expected. As a result, it is still a great time 
to sell.

I host meet-and-greets at my home, 
and I recently hosted a holiday party in 
December at Rockefeller’s for my clients 
and friends. 
     Compass is very involved with the com-
munity, and giving back with community 
outreach. I endorse political candidates 
who will be champions for our commu-
nity, and I host events and fundraisers for 
them, too. I have already endorsed a great 
candidate for mayor.
     The market is not like it was a year or 
two ago, but I have a good network that 
I’m constantly looking to expand on. I am 
always excited to grow the buyers and 
sellers that I can work with. For the client 
wanting to move outside the loop, I like to 
introduce them to Spring Branch, Garden 
Oaks/Oak Forest, and Meyerland as great 
neighborhoods that are close. For the true 
suburbs, I like The Woodlands, Sugar 
Land, Katy, and Kingwood!
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ATTORNEY AT LAW

BILL 
GREEN

DWI • Drug Cases
Domestic Violence
Rape • Robbery • Murder

Personal Injury Law
AUTO ACCIDENTS
Criminal Defense Cases
All Felonies &
Misdemeanors
(above tra�  c tickets)

ANSWERED
24 HOURS

INITIAL FREE
CONSULTATION
713-775-1912

MEMBER
State Bar of Texas  •  Houston Bar Association  •  Harris County Criminal
Lawyer  •  Association Texas Criminal  •  Defense Lawyers Association

Former Elected State 
   Dist. Attorney, 3rd Dist.

Former Elected County
   Attorney, Anderson Co.

Licensed by Supreme
Court of Texas

Lynette Lew • 713.582.2202 
Residential and Commercial Realtor
Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate Gary Greene
Gary Greene Commercial Properties

Lynette@LynetteLew.com  |  www.LynetteLew.com

Support OutSmart advertisers, so you 
can have your cake and equality, too.

Whether you’re looking for the butcher, 
the baker, or the candlestick maker, 
OutSmart can help you find equality-

minded businesses that appreciate you 
and provide vital community support.

For advertising and subscription info,
call 713/520-7237.

Why would you buy a cake 
from someone who doesn’t 

want to sell you one?



H O M E  R E I M A G I N E D
l u x u r y  r e s i d e n c e s

Live amid one of the most diverse, dynamic neighborhoods in Houston. Shop 
unique boutiques, artisan stores and resale shops. Dine at some of the City’s 
most innovative eateries. Savor culture at The Menil Collection, Cy Twombly
Gallery, Rothko Chapel and University of St. Thomas. And walk everywhere —
Montrose Collective, Uchi, Whole Foods, bars and bistros.

MONTROSE|Midtown
Pearl ROSEMONT

2727 Albany St, Houston, TX 77006
713-522-2727 | PearlRosemont.com

FEELS 
LIKE 

HOME

Located in a walkable
residential neighborhood
with mature trees and 
shady sidewalks, Pearl 
Rosemont feels like home 
from the moment you 
arrive. 

For starters, there’s a community pocket park to welcome you. And there’s 
lots of street life—from walkers and talkers to runners and bike riders. 
Outside, the vibe is that of a real neighborhood. Inside, the feel is warm and 
welcoming. C’mon in. Relax. Kick back. Chill out.

PEARL ROSEMONT IS FOR ALL THOSE 
WHO ARE READY TO COME HOME. 

Choose from 26 thoughtful floor plans including studio, 1, 2 and 3-bedroom 
options. Step up to a penthouse plan and enjoy upgraded appliances and 
finishes. All residences include sleek spa baths. All but studios include 
large island kitchens for gathering and get togethers. Select plans feature 
custom home extras such as a mud room, built-in desk with drawers, 
built-in dry bar, built-in bookshelves and expansive balcony.

- Forever views

- Upgraded appliance 
package

- Kitchen island cooktop 
and venthood1

- Microwave/wall 
oven combo1

- Beverage cooler

- Professional culinary 
faucet

- Kitchen island w/ 
quartz waterfall 
counter

- Mosaic stone 
backsplash

- Dimming switches

EXCLUSIVE 
PENTHOUSE 

APPOINTMENTS

EPICUREAN KITCHEN

- Large prep islands
- Quartz countertops
- Undermount sink
- Stainless steel appliance package
- Soft-close drawers
- Gooseneck faucet w/ pull down spray
- Under-cabinet lighting
- Beverage cooler2

SPA-INSPIRED BATHS

- Undermount sink(s)
- Large soaking tub2

- Walk-in shower2

- Soft-close drawers
- Tile flooring and tub/shower 

surrounds
- LED backlit mirror

APARTMENT HOMES

LIVING

- Studio, 1, 2, and 3-bedroom residences
- Full-size washer & dryer
- USB port/outlet
- Continuous hot water 

w/ TEAL system
- Wood-style flooring
- Spacious walk-in closets w/shelving
- Patio/balcony

- Solar shades
- Smart door locks
- Built-in desk2

- Built-in dry bar/serve area2

- High ceilings throughout

1 All penthouses except studios
2 Select residences

COMMUNITY 

At Pearl Rosemont, even the common areas feel like home. 
A living room, library and fireplace keep the street level 
Clubroom warm and cozy. Suspended seating in the Aqua 
Lounge recalls vintage porch swings. And private dining 
rooms in the Sky Lounge bring to mind the sharing and caring 
of family dinners — made more special by forever views. 

RESIDENT CLUBHOUSE

- Cozy street level Clubroom 
with living, library, den and 
coffee bar areas

- Sky Lounge with conference/
dining rooms, catering 
kitchen, lounge room, outdoor 
living area, double fireplace, 
wraparound balcony and 
forever views

HEALTH & WELLNESS

- 24/7 Fitness Center featuring 
Peloton bikes, Echelon 
treadmills w/on-demand 
classes, Tonal systems, free 
weights, towel service and 
bottle filler 

- Yoga/bar studio

- Outdoor training area 
overlooking the pool deck

POOL COURTYARD

- Resort-style pool with 
expansive deck, sun shelf, 
grill station, seating areas, 
and day bed cabanas 

- Open-air Aqua Lounge with 
living/lounging areas, dining 
tables, communal table, 
beverage coolers, drink 
trough, fireplaces and TV’s 

CONVENIENCES

- 24/7 Luxer Package System

- Concierge services

- Video callboxes

- Dog Spa stations

- Oversized bike storage room

- Private work pods

- Storage units available

- Smoke-free living

- Reserved parking available

- EV charging stations

- 24/7 emergency maintenance

Live amid one of the most diverse, dynamic neighborhoods in Houston. Shop 
unique boutiques, artisan stores and resale shops. Dine at some of the City’s 
most innovative eateries. Savor culture at The Menil Collection, Cy Twombly
Gallery, Rothko Chapel and University of St. Thomas. And walk everywhere —
Montrose Collective, Uchi, Whole Foods, bars and bistros.

MONTROSE|Midtown
Pearl ROSEMONT

2727 Albany St, Houston, TX 77006
713-522-2727 | PearlRosemont.com

Opening Summer 2023

Located in a walkable
residential neighborhood
with mature trees
and shady sidewalks,
Pearl Rosemont feels like
home from the moment
you arrive.

For starters, there’s a community pocket park to 
welcome you. And there’s lots of street life-from 
walkers and talkers to runners and bike riders.
Outside, the vibe is that of a real neighborhood. 
Inside, the feel is warm and welcoming. C’mon in. 
Relax. Kick back. Chill out.

PEARL ROSEMONT IS FOR ALL THOSE 
WHO ARE READY TO COME HOME.

2727 Albany St, Houston, TX 77006
PearlRosemont.com
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There’s a little bit of all of us at Miller...

Season calendar, 100th event schedule and free ticket 
info at milleroutdoortheatre.com/celebratemiller

Join the season-long celebration.
Celebrate 100 years of WOW! Enjoy eight months of the best music, dance, 
theatre and more.

Plus, four big celebration events March 18, May 12, July 14-15, Nov. 11 
packed with fun for the whole family. Dress in themed attire. 
Enjoy costumed performers, live mural paintings, epic 
photo installations and more. All free!

For 100 years, Miller Outdoor Theatre has delighted 
generations of audiences with the best in performing 

arts entertainment. And every performance free. 

Thank you for voting me Best Realtor® in Galveston -OutSmart Readers’ Choice 2013-15

Sally B. Wallace Preservation Award 
for Green Revival (solar panels 

on my 1899 Victorian home)

LIVE in GALVESTON
COOLER in the SUMMER  •  WARMER in the WINTER

409/763-2800
David@DavidBowers.com

CLOSE to
HOUSTON

HISTORIC
HOMES

NEAR
by the

BEACH!

 
The corner of Enchantment and Ambiance! This may be the best location in Evia! Across the street from 
Sugar Bean and with a nice slate patio on the side and slate front porch. 1 1/2 story townhome with large 
primary bedroom and ensuite bath and walk-in closet(11x6). Living & dining combo, with bay window, and 
den/library have luxury vinyl plank flooring. Kitchen has ceramic tile flooring and backsplash and granite 
countertops. Large 2nd floor landing with two large bedrooms with shared bath with separate vanities. 

©2021 Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC. Better Homes and Gardens® is a registered trademark of Meredith Corporation licensed to Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC. Equal Opportunity Company. Equal
Housing Opportunity. Each Franchise is Independently Owned and Operated. If your property is currently listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers.

The Battaglia Building
701 14th S t. | $695,000 | MLS# 26013974

Classic two story corner store with store below and quarters 
above built in 1932. Downstairs has large storefront windows 
along Winnie and 14th. Historically well-preserved upstairs 
apartment accessed from Winnie, has living room, formal 
dining, kitchen, 3 bedrooms, full bath. Accessed from 2nd floor 
apartment is a balcony overlooking 14th Street, roof garden 
with hot tub & views of downtown. Large garage, 41x23, adjoins 
downstairs space and has high bay area, storage mezzanine.
Located in the heart of the East End Historical District along 
14th Street, high visibility and well trafficked. 6 parking spots 
on 14th and Winnie. REAL ESTATE BROKERS

David Bowers
REALTOR®

409.763.2800
David@DavidBowers.com

  9 EVIA MAIN  GALVESTON  $565,000

HERE AT MET   WE 
CAN TAKE CARE

OF ALL YOUR
PLUMBING NEEDS!

832-694-0079

Sewer line replacements
Water heater replacement

All plumbing repairs and fixtures

*Mention this add and receive $35.00 off your plumbing repair

832-694-0079
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WHETHER YOU
WANT SOMETHING 
SIMPLE OR EXOTIC 

Ready To Remodel or build a new pool? 

We have the talent and experience 
to achieve your design and budget!

New Construction, Renovations, 
Weekly Maintenance & Repairs

Family Owned & Operated  
713.462.0762    |    venturepoolco.com

Finally a pool company you can count on! At 
Venture Pool Company, your pool is our pride. 
We are a family owned and operated company 
that has been serving the Houston area since 
2003. We are a total pool company. From 
weekly pool service and repairs, to remodeling 
and new pool construction, Venture Pool 
Company can do it all.

C O N G R A T U L A T E S 
O U T S M A R T  O N  30 Y E A R S !
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For more than 20 years, Tom 
Schwenk has been a fixture 
on Galveston Island, helping 
those who are looking for 
their home-sweet-home. 
Now, the gay real-estate 

agent is giving back by supporting an inclu-
sivity program that aims to increase LGBTQ 
representation in the real-estate industry. 

Tom’s Galveston Real Estate (TGRE) 
joined the Coldwell Banker network late last 
year, and he now operates as Coldwell Banker 
TGRE serving Galveston County. Coldwell 
Banker’s Inclusive Ownership program is part 
of this business venture, an initiative to recruit 
and support people of color, women, LGBTQ, 
and veteran entrepreneurs looking for a career 
in the real-estate industry.

“I’m passionate about customer service 
and helping people buy, sell, and lease in 
Galveston,” Schwenk says. “Coldwell Banker 
has wonderful tools for sellers and buyers, and 
they offer an incredible marketing reach. Like 
me, they are committed to creating a team of 
professional Realtors focused on what’s best 
for their clients. It’s a good match.”

It’s been clear to Schwenk since moving 
to the island that the community welcomes 
people from all walks of life. The Inclusive 
Ownership program is a great way to help 
other people like him get a fair chance at build-
ing a career in the real-estate business. 

“Galveston is a diverse, welcoming place, 
which is one of the reasons my husband, Jack, 
and I love life on the island,” he says. “Diversity 
is also important to Coldwell Banker. They 
have some great programs in place to increase 
diversity within the real-estate industry. 

“Being a visible role model is important 
to me. Being a successful entrepreneur and 
professional Realtor is a great way to change 
people’s minds. Inclusion is important to 
Coldwell Banker, and their program offers help 
and mentoring to minority businesses. As a 
successful gay-owned real-estate firm with a 
proven track record, I was invited to become a 
Coldwell Banker affiliate. Our partnership is 

R E A L  E S TA T E

Dialing Up Diversity
Galveston Realtor Tom Schwenk partners with an industry

inclusivity program to increase LGBTQ representation.
By CONNOR BEHRENS

amazing, and being celebrated and wanted 
as a gay 65-year-old feels unbelievable.” 

Galveston is not only a great place to 
live, but it’s also become a strong real-estate 
market over the past 20 years, Schwenk 
notes. While some may be wary of buying 
a house due to the current rising interest 
rates and recession worries, Schwenk be-
lieves Galveston’s market is in good shape.  

C
O

U
R

TE
SY

➝
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4720 Washington Ave.   •   7 13.343.9909
Hours: Monday – Friday: 7 am – 6 pm

Saturday: 7 am – Noon
B AYO U C I T Y V E T S . C O M

HOSPITAL SERVICES
All-ages wellness and 

preventative care • Dentistry & Surgery
• Internal Medicine • Radiology

& Ultrasonography • Acupuncture
• Grooming • Exotics

& Ultrasonography

Voted Best Female Veterinarian
Dr. Kristy Kyle, DVM

CURBSIDE SERVICE DURING COVID 

vcshouston.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

All Phases

SUPERIOR INTEGRITY
& ATTENTION TO DETAIL

Kitchens & Baths
Custom Garages 

& Build Outs
Windows & Siding
Outdoor Kitchens
Pool Remodeling

After

Before

� e promise of
an experience

unlike any other.

Voted Best Home 
Furnishings Store

eclectichome.ws  •  713.869.1414

H O M E  F U R N I S H I N G S  &  A C C E S S O R I E S

345 W. 19th Street  •  Houston, TX 77008   •  Mon.-Sat.: 10am-6pm  •  Sunday: 1-5 pm

• accent tables • lamps
• wall decor • picture frames
• boxes • vases
• art glass • pottery
• candles • pillows
• chandeliers and more…
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SEEING CLIENTS
IN-PERSON
OR THROUGH HIPAA
COMPLIANT
CONFERENCING
SESSIONS

Denis “Woodja”
Flanigan, Ph. D.
Licensed psychologist

2 2 11  Nor f olk S t . ,  Sui te 206,  Hous ton,  T X 7 7098   |   7 13 -589-980 4

Voted

2011 – 2022 OutSmar t Readers’ Choice Awards 
HEALTH THERAPIST
BEST MALE MENTAL 

Psychotherapy, Career Counseling
denisflanigan@houston-psychologist.com

Specializing in individuals,  
couples, & family relational
issues to regain your
direction, sense of meaning,
and your happiness.

www.Houston-Psychologist.com

We Treat Your Pets Like Family

WWW.MONTROSEVETCLINIC.COMM

Now accepting new clients.
We can’t wait to meet you.

Call or text today 713-524-3815

The Montrose Vet Clinic

PRODUCTION PARTNERS

JIM  
SALNERS

EFRAÍN CORZO  
AND ANDREW 

BOWEN

Get BOGO tickets 
use code MSTBOYPRIDE!

PRIDE NIGHT AT MST!

The Oldest Boy
 by Sarah Ruhl

A Play in Three Ceremonies
REGIONAL PREMIERE

APRIL 20 • 6:45 PM

ALL-NEW  
SPECIAL GUEST HOST 
JUDY PEACH MAINSTREETTHEATER.COM

PROUD SPONSOR

Specializing in the needs of LGBTQ violence survivors

anti 
violence
program
domestic violence
sexual assault
hate/bias crimes
trafficking

learn more
montrosecenter.org/avp

713.529.3211
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“Not only am I a Realtor and homeown-
er, but I also have investment properties on 
the island,” he says. “Things have stabilized 
since the high prices and low inventory of 
the past two years. While the high interest 
rates may be a concern for some, real estate 
consistently comes out as a good invest-
ment over time. Galveston has such diverse 
housing options. I think there will always be 
interest in what this unique place has to of-
fer. While prices have increased, Galveston 
is simply catching up to other beachfront 
communities. I also think that there will 
be more price adjustments in the midrange 
price points. 

“Thanks to the cruise ships, we have a 
vibrant downtown with restaurants, cafes, 
and boutiques that are the envy of larger 
cities,” he explains. “We have wonderful 
parks, wild spaces, fascinating history, 
historic homes, and fun festivals. Of course, 
all of this is made possible by the people. 
Galveston is diverse and welcoming, people 
here have an independent spirit, and they 
care about each other. People want to live 
here because you can really get involved in 
so many fantastic things. So many clever 
and passionate people have invested time, 

energy, and money to keep Galveston growing 
and developing while still retaining its special 
historic charm,” he explains. “I see this area 
continuing to be a popular spot for those look-
ing for a residence.” 

Schwenk’s advice to people looking for a 
property in the area is to make sure they know 
what their needs are. “Think specifically about 
what you value. What is really important to 
you? Is it being able to walk to a cafe? Is it hav-

ing an extra bedroom? Talk to local lenders and 
get your finances sorted out so that when you 
are ready to make an offer, everything is ready 
to go. Don’t forget that this is an emotional 
adventure, so try to be long-range in your plan-
ning.”

Going forward, Schwenk will continue 
to focus on helping people—something that’s 
guided him throughout his life. “What I do is 
ultimately all about people,” he concludes. “I 
love helping people buy, sell, and lease. I’ve 
had lifelong clients who started with me out 
of college renting their first place. Then they 
get married and buy a home, and they want me 
to find a bigger place for them when they have 
children. Other clients want second homes to 
enjoy a beach lifestyle or even to have an in-
vestment property. There is always something 
different—a different problem, a different 
angle—and it’s great to get out and be part of 
it. One of my clients said I was the “unofficial 
mayor of Galveston” because I knew everyone 
and how to sort out any problem. I thought 
that was the highest compliment. Keeping my 
clients happy is what it is all about.”

For more info, visit 
tomsgalvestonrealestate.com

“GALVESTON IS A DIVERSE, 
WELCOMING PLACE, 

WHICH IS ONE OF THE 
REASONS MY HUSBAND, 

JACK, AND I LOVE LIFE 
ON THE ISLAND.”

—Tom Schwenk

You can help prevent

CHILD ABUSE
Be the voice for those who can’t speak 
up for themselves.

If you see or suspect ANY 
abusive behavior of a 
minor, call the Texas Family 
and Protective Services at 
1-800-252-5400

TOM SCHWENK  |  CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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It’s Billy’s world, and every-
one else is finally catching 
up to him. Star of stage 
and screen, Billy Porter is 
sashaying onto stages across 
the country as he embarks 

on his first national solo tour. The Grammy, 
Emmy, and two-time Tony Award-winning 
singer, composer, director, author, actor, and 
playwright is bringing his trademark sass, 
show-stopping voice, and unapologetic authen-
ticity to Houston on May 13. 

Porter’s six-week tour, The Black Mona 
Lisa Tour: Volume 1, is dazzling audiences 
with 90-minute performances of brand-new 
songs, including his recent release “Baby Was 
a Dancer.” 

Speaking by phone from New York City, 
Porter expressed excitement about bringing 
some joy and love to H-Town. “Audiences can 
expect real music with a message—music that 
is celebratory. We’re celebrating life, we’re 
celebrating love.” 

Audiences will also enjoy the full band 
backing Porter as he tells his life story through 
song. His iconic career has made him a world-
wide superstar, having gained a large follow-
ing of Broadway fans and viewers of the FX 
show POSE, to name just a couple of his career 
highlights. “I’m taking everybody on a little bit 
of a journey through my life,” he teases. “I am 
in so many different spaces, so I’m going to use 
this concert to bring all of my audiences to-
gether from all the different spaces [that they 
know me from], because music is a universal 
language.” 

With a professional career that began 
decades ago, Porter has a lot of ground to cover 
in 90 minutes. “This tour is all about me, and 
this moment is on my own terms. My first R&B 
album came out in ’97. It was not a safe place 
for queer men of color—or anybody who was 

queer—at that time, really,” Porter recalls. “It’s 
so wonderful to be back and doing it on my own 
terms. I’m grateful to have lived long enough 
to see the day where my true, authentic self 
is celebrated, and my queerness is my super-
power. So, you can expect that we’re going to be 
celebrating all of that.”

Porter promises that this tour will be a 
treat beyond compare for his tried-and-true 
fan base. “There’s a bunch of new music, and 
I’m also going back to my first album and doing 
a medley of that, so we’ll see who the real fans 
are!” he laughs, offering a glimpse of his set list. 
“I have a Kinky Boots section and I’ve gotten 
some requests from out in the world, so I’m 
open to ideas.” 

A Star’s Turn
Billy Porter’s first nationwide solo tour

includes a stop in Houston. 
By ZACH McKENZIE

Photo courtesy of Republic Records

“AUDIENCES CAN 
EXPECT REAL MUSIC 

WITH A MESSAGE. 
WE’RE CELEBRATING 

LIFE, WE’RE 
CELEBRATING LOVE.”  

—Billy Porter

“I’ve started yoga and I’m going to Pilates. 
I’m just getting back into it and jumping 
back on the horse. I’ve gotta be a good boy for 
the next couple of months. No smoking!”

The out-and-proud performer looks 
forward to bringing his unique perspec-
tive and his message of love and inclusion 
to his fans nationwide. “I’m very political 
and I’m very outspoken. I’m a person who 
speaks the truth and speaks my mind, and I 
will continue to do that,” Porter says of his 
stance on political issues. “My tone when 
speaking about what’s happening right now 
comes from a place of positivity and a place 
of healing, as far as I’m concerned, because 
the change has already happened—which is 
why there’s so much pushback. That’s why 
it’s so difficult right now.”

Porter invites all Houstonians to join 
him in celebrating life, and he especially 
encourages the LGBTQ community to 
double down on “what we know is true and 
real, and to show up as our authentic selves, 
always and forever.” He adds that the simple 
fact of our existence is a political act, in and 
of itself. 

Porter hearkens back to his childhood 
as he speaks directly to those who aren’t 
as confident or ready to live their lives out-
wardly and honestly. “I told myself, hold on. 
I told that to myself—just hold on. Keep put-
ting one foot in front of the other and keep 
believing in yourself and keep doing it. You 
keep showing up, the doors will open. But 
you have to put the right energy out. And the 
energy is to keep moving forward. Always.” 

WHAT: Billy Porter’s The Black 
               Mona Lisa Tour: Volume 1
WHEN: May 13, 8:00 p.m.
WHERE: Bayou Music Center, 520 Texas Ave.
INFO: theebillyporter.com

Always aiming to please his fans, Porter 
explains that some songs didn’t make the cut 
this time. “You know, I’m not trying to be up 
there for four hours!” he exclaims humorously. 
“There’s a lot to discover as one is putting 
something like this together.”

Aside from the wide-ranging set list, 
Porter has been putting his stamina to the 
ultimate test as he gears up for his 25-city run 
of shows—including cycling while singing to 
make sure he can maintain his endurance. 
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W
hen Caleb de Casper per-
forms at the Legendary Art 
Car Ball later this month, 
audiences can “expect a 
little bit of fire.” Casper’s 
showstopping feats might 
be flashy, but they’re 
grounded in authentic-

ity. Musically inclined from an early age, the 
performer has found a voice in music and uses 
his art as a way to be true to himself while 
advocating for the LGBTQ community.

“That was a way for me to be powerful and 
show people who I was when I walked into 
the room, instead of letting them make their 
own assumptions about me,” Casper recalls. 
“I feel like a lot of queer people had to grow up 
feeling like they had no power at all in social 
situations. [Performing] is just a way to feel 
that I have a lot of power. I figured that out very 
early—I figured out how to basically control 
a room through my energy, and just take the 
reins.”

While the LGBTQ community throughout 
history has toned down their queerness out of 
necessity, Casper explains that queer artists 
are now creating and performing in a time 
where they don’t have to do that anymore. “Vis-
ibility as an out queer artist is more important 
than ever as the community continues to fight 
against the demonization of queer people.

“My biggest thing is authenticity. If I’m go-
ing to do something, I want to make sure that 
it is my decision, because at the end of the day, 
art is a way for us to see each other. Especially 
right now in this really shitty political climate 
that we’ve all been thrown into, I think it’s re-
ally important that we see each other—[and not 

just] caricatures of each other on the news, or 
sound bites of each other.”

For Casper, this means being authentic 
even when authenticity is difficult. In the past 
year, the pianist and songwriter had to leave a 
job that didn’t like their public image, or that 
they identified as “genderqueer in everyday 
life.”

While Casper worried that his art might 
have ruined his relationship with his employer, 
his students, or their families, he found that the 
opposite was true. Since leaving his previous 
job, he has started his own teaching studio and 

Authenticity 
Through Art

Caleb de Casper comes
to Houston for the

Legendary Art Car Ball.
By MORGAN GAGE

Photos by ROGER HO

now has people who come to him for lessons 
because of his authenticity, rather than in 
spite of it.

“My community supports me. The 
relationships that you make with other 
people in your community are [based on 
your] authenticity, and being a trustworthy 
person,” he says. 

The Texas-based artist is excited to 
come to Houston, which they say “has the 
same electricity as New York” while still re-
taining its Southern charm. Besides looking 
forward to revisiting NUA Thai in Midtown, 
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Casper is excited to bring to life an Art Car 
Ball “production fantasy.” While details are 
still being hammered out for the perfor-
mance, Casper is working through “sche-
matics, blueprints, and logistics” to bring an 
electrifying performance to the event. 

Casper continues to pen songs and 
perform for larger and larger crowds, with 
growing production values to match. His 
album Femme Boy, which was released in 
2019, represents the range that the artist is 
capable of, with 12 songs performed in vari-
ous genres and styles.

“Three years ago now, I was told—for 
what I deemed to be the final time—that 
I was too gay to be successful with main-
stream audiences. Fast-forward now to 
2023, and I feel like every week I get more 
and more successful,” he observes. 

Casper’s shows bring together a mix of 
perspectives in the audience, from those 
having more mainstream tastes (including 
many straight listeners) to LGBTQ fans of 
her music. The shows also serve as a link 
between queer or trans identities and the 
larger heteronormative culture.

With the mounting threats against the 
LGBTQ community, Casper believes it is more 
important than ever for queer artists to be 
heard. Recently speaking on a panel discussing 
art advocacy at South by Southwest in Austin—
and then testifying against Texas Senate Bill 
12 (known as the “Drag Queen Bill”)—Casper 
remains authentic to himself in the face of 
fierce opposition as he advocates for the 
LGBTQ community in the public arena. 

“Visibility is very important, because we 

exist to connect with each other. We use music 
and art to show each other who we are, and to 
connect. Right now in this world, where they’re 
trying to demonize people who are different, 
it’s just so important,” Casper emphasizes. 
“It’s so important to be a queer artist.”

What: The Legendary Art Car Ball 
When: April 14
Where: Orange Show Headquarters
Info: thehoustonartcarparade.com/art-car-ball
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The Kidd’s Got It
Rapper Kidd Kenn comes to Houston as a headliner

for next month’s Black Queer AF Music Festival.
By ZACH McKENZIE

Photo by JASPER SOLOFF

H
aving made waves with his 
national television debut 
at the 2021 BET Hip Hop 
Awards, rapper Kidd Kenn’s 
career has been blasting 
off ever since. Attendees of 
Normal Anomaly’s second 
annual Black Queer AF 

Music Festival on May 6 are in for a treat 
as Kenn lands on the headliner stage for a 
performance that the artist promises will 
be one festival-goers won’t soon forget. 

Kidd Kenn made history in 2021 as 
the first openly gay rapper featured in the 
BET Hip Hop Awards’ annual cypher, and 
he stole the show with his unabashedly 
queer lyrics and lightning-fast raps. With 
lyrics like “Kenn going up is the only way / 
Benjamin is my only bae / eat me up like I 
be on a plate / they hella mad, I’m hella gay” 
it’s not hard to imagine why fans have been 
reacting so passionately to the performer 
and his rhymes. 

“To be honest, it was the feeling I had 
being on stage seeing people’s reactions 
to my craft that just gave me like a rush,” 
Kenn says of his motivation to pursue rap 
full-time. “It’s something I believe I can see 
myself doing for a long time.” 

The festival, which will include im-
mersive games and activities along with 
local and national celebrity entertainment, 
is on track to be 2023’s premier “party with 
a purpose.” The team at Normal Anomaly 
has put plenty of thought and care into the 
event, with “community” top of mind during 
the planning process. 

Kidd Kenn’s story is one of following 
his artistic passions from an early age—a 
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journey to success that can inspire anyone 
who is on a quest of pursuing their own 
dreams, regardless of age. “I started around 
sixth grade. I would go home after school, 
write little raps, and post them online,” the 
20-year-old explains. 

Building off the rap muscles he’d been 
developing since elementary school, Kenn 
took a more intentional step into the world 
of rap as a teenager. “I started actually put-
ting out songs and videos in 2018.”

A combination of reality and fantasy 
guides his writing process—a writing style 
emblematic of the dichotomy between real 
life and escapism that most queer people 
can relate to. “I write literally about stuff 
that I go through on the regular degular. 
Like, it be just real-life stuff. Sometimes I’ll 
take it to a fantasy moment—a place I would 
want to be at. There are just a lot of different 
ways I come across.”

Scrolling through Kidd Kenn’s Insta-
gram page, it’s immediately clear that he 
also uses fashion to show the world how out, 
bold, and fierce he is. “Fashion is for sure 
another way I express myself, both through 
my outfits and my hair—just my whole look,” 
he says. “It is a part of the look, because, you 

know, I am Kidd Kenn and it’s all got to make 
sense at the end of the day. And to be honest, I 
just really love fashion. I was always a fashion 
girl, and I just couldn’t wait to get a little bit 
more money so I could do a little bit more.”

With his coin secured, Kenn is ready to 
bring his energy,  talent, and queerness to the 
Black Queer AF Festival stage next month. “I’m 
gonna be onstage breaking it down, looking 
real good,” he says without missing a beat. “It’s 
gonna be a movie—the biggest, the baddest 
performance of the year. It’s gonna be every-
thing they want it to be, and that they know it’s 
going to be.”

Kidd Kenn joins fellow headliner Ken-
TheMan and performers Martell Lacey, Jazell 
Barbie Royale, and Keke Wyatt, to name just a 
few. The festival’s celebration of Black queer-

ness is something Kenn doesn’t take lightly, as 
he’s aware that his existence and his commit-
ment to authenticity is something others can 
look to for inspiration. “[Being an out, Black 
artist] means the world to me,” he says. “I enjoy 
showing how out I am and how outgoing I am as 
a person, and how I’m always just being me.” 

As for those looking to make their own 
mark in the rap world as a queer artist, the rap-
per who gave us “Vroom Vroom,” “Want Not a 
Need,” and “Get Lit” is adamant in saying that 
what worked for him can work for others: stay 
true to who you are, and celebrate all aspects 
of yourself. It’s a message he hopes his audi-
ence will hear during his performance at the 
festival—advice that should also resonate with 
anyone looking for fresh motivation. “Always 
be 100 percent yourself, because this is what 
made people fall in love with you. Stay consis-
tent, and go do it.”

Keep up with Kidd Kenn
on Instagram @kiddkenn.

WHAT: Black Queer AF Music Festival
WHEN: May 3–7
WHERE: Stampede Houston, 11925 Eastex Fwy.
INFO: normalanomaly.org/bqaf

“I ENJOY SHOWING HOW 
OUT I AM, AND HOW I’M 

ALWAYS JUST BEING ME.”  
—Kidd Kenn
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E
xpect a slightly different version 
of Sherlock Holmes in the Alley 
Theatre’s Sherlock Holmes and the 
Case of the Jersey Lily. 

Written by actor-turned-
playwright Katie Forgette, Jersey 
Lily mixes the usual Sherlock cast 

(Sherlock, Dr. Watson, and Professor Mori-
arty) with historical characters Oscar Wilde 
and Lillie Langtry. 

Alley resident acting-company member 
Todd Waite returns as Sherlock—his fifth turn 
at what has become his signature role. 

“I just love the scope of this show,” says 
Waite. “Of the five Sherlock scripts that I’ve 
done, this is by far the best one.”

Here, the famously gay Oscar Wilde (played 
by Christopher Salazar) asks Sherlock to help 
his friend, actress Lillie Langtry (Krystel 
Lucas), who’s being blackmailed. Wilde also 
needs a little help from the master detective 
on his latest project, The Importance of Being 
Forthright. 

In previous staged incarnations, Sherlock 
has been, at best, asexual and indifferent to 
women and, at worst, an outright misogynist. 
His relationship with Watson has frequently 
bordered on a full-blown bromance. 

The addition of the foppish Oscar Wilde 
obviously inserts homosexuality into the 
story, allowing Waite to develop a more layered 
lead character. Although Forgette’s script 
doesn’t include any overt suggestion that the 
detective is gay, Waite and director Brandon 
Weinbrenner, both openly gay artists, each 
considered sexuality in building the Sherlock 
character. 

“I have read and seen almost every Sher-
lock that’s out there,” says Waite. “Some writ-
ers think he’s asexual because he’s so focused 
on his work. I think that there’s an enormous 
life force in Sherlock, which includes sexuality. 
I sometimes wonder if part of his drug addic-
tion is how he deals with [his sexuality].” 

Waite points to a moment in the Jersey 
Lily script when Sherlock seems to connect 
romantically with a woman as he starts to kiss 
her hand, but then stops. “She says, ‘Could you 

ever?’ And Sherlock says, ‘Perhaps in another 
time.’ 

“At the same time, he’s friends with Oscar 
Wilde,” Waite continues. “I don’t know that 
this famous gay guy, Oscar Wilde, and Sherlock 
didn’t have some opioid-heroin-addicted, acci-
dental tryst at some point. I kinda like to think 
that they did.

“To what degree is that sexual tension con-
scious or unconscious?” Waite muses. “I don’t 
want to play that on the surface consciously. I 
think that would rob Sherlock of the mystery of 
it, and I don’t think it would be Katie Forgett’s 
play, exactly. It will play out in terms of inten-
sity, if not necessarily in overt action.”

Sherlock Meets Oscar Wilde
Todd Waite returns as Sherlock Holmes

in Alley Theatre’s new production. 
By OLIVIA FLORES ALVAREZ

Photo by LYNN LANE
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part for Elizabeth Bunch,” he adds. “She 
has a wicked sense of humor, so this is pure 
candy for her to take on this role. I’m so 
excited to see her chew the scenery with her 
interpretation of Mrs. Irma Tory.

“With Christopher Salazar, I imagined 
him as Oscar Wilde when I first read the 
script. He’s great with comedy. And he deliv-
ers the lines with the witticisms of Oscar 
Wilde, so I think it’s going to be a really fun 
role for him. 

“Brandon Hearnsberger has been no 
stranger to Alley audiences. If you saw Cow-
boy Bob, his latest role, you saw his range. He 
can sing, and he’s great with comedy. And 
I’m really ready to show the darker side of 
Brandon. He’s so likable that when he takes 
on a villain role, it disarms you. I think he’s 
going to have a lot of fun playing Moriarty.”

And, of course, the audience is invited to 
go along with the fun.  

“Alley audiences have always been 
smart,” says Weinbrenner.  “Some of my fa-
vorite memories of Alley audiences are from 
Summer Chills or Sherlock Holmes shows, 
hearing everyone during intermission talk 
about who they think did it, or what’s going 
to happen. I love listening to those conver-
sations.”

For Waite, live theater in a post-COVID 
world is more important and more thera-
peutic than ever before. “To be in a dark 
theater and feel the energy, it makes for a 
unique connection.”

Weinbrenner agrees, adding, “Theater 
should be fun—whether it’s a cathartic 
release, or something that challenges your 
ideas and beliefs, or just escapism and a 
fun time. Sherlock Holmes and the Case of 
the Jersey Lily has the capacity to be all of 
those. Everyone’s going to find something to 
connect to.” 

WHAT: Sherlock Holmes and 
              the Case of the Jersey Lily
WHEN: April 19–May 7, 2023 
WHERE: Alley Theatre, 615 Texas Avenue 
INFO: alleytheatre.org or 713-220-5700

Director Weinbrenner agrees, saying, “For 
me, it’s not really supported in the play, but at 
the same time, there’s room for Todd—for this 
Sherlock—to have that secret. People have at-
tractions to other people that we don’t say out 
loud, that we don’t talk about. It’s possible; it’s 
just not played on.” 

“I love the tension, the ambiguity!” laughs 
Waite. 

The seven-person cast includes other Alley 
audience favorites that Weinbrenner is a big 
fan of. “They’re the best!” he says. “We have a 
resident acting company at the Alley because 
we’re so selfish that we want to keep all the 
best Houston actors in our building. I’m joking, 
of course, but not really. 

“We all know how great Todd is as Sherlock. 
And there’s a juicy, villainous, and comedic 

“OF THE FIVE SHERLOCK 
SCRIPTS THAT I’VE 

DONE, THIS IS BY FAR 
THE BEST ONE.”

—Todd Waite
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H
ouston’s Civic Art Program is 
partnering with the Houston 
Arts Alliance to welcome new 
art installations to George Bush 
Intercontinental Airport as it 
undergoes renovations. Many 
of the new installations will 
be featured in the new Mickey 

Leland International Terminal to welcome 
international travelers with art that best rep-
resents the Bayou City. 

According to Civic Art Program manager 
Theresa Escobedo, this boom in public art 
is thanks to a mayoral administration that 
is particularly supportive of the arts and its 
role in massive civic projects such as the IAH 
expansion, with construction across the city 
generating funds for the civic art program. 

When Escobedo began in her position in 
2020, the Program did a survey of the artists 
included in the City’s collection of 667 pieces. 
They discovered that about 62 percent of 
the art was created by white men, while only 
about 2 percent was by women of color. This 
motivated Escobedo to begin commissioning 
art that is more representative of Houston’s 
diverse population. 

In pursuit of this, Grace Zuniga, director of 
civic art and design for the Houston Arts Alli-
ance, teamed up with Escobedo to select a pan-
el that was representative of the diverse range 
of perspectives and experiences in Houston. 
This panel then went on to commission art-
ists by issuing an open call for artworks that 
will be positioned around the airport, with 
the majority being placed in the new Mickey 
Leland International Terminal. Their internal 
focus was on selecting a diversity of artists 
who could tell the story of Houston, Escobedo 
says. What came together from that call had 
a synergy that couldn’t have been planned. “It 
was as if we curated them,” she adds. Out of 
the artworks commissioned, 50 percent are by 
LGBTQ artists.

“[Expanding the diversity of the City’s 
commissioned art] is not a fad for us,” Esc-
obedo notes. “We are interested in creating a 

collection that represents and tells the story 
of our city, and these artists are absolutely 
central to that effort.”

At the IAH Terminal B Skyway, Data 
Stream by artists Billy Bacaam and Alex 
Ramos is coming together. The piece, a triptych 
with LED ropes that are programmed to cre-
ate a matrix similar to a news ticker, took its 
influence from the airport itself. Ramos says 
that the piece was informed by early research 
highlighting economic disparities in the city, 
though they tried to focus on the city as a whole 
and avoid making a political statement. 

Houston’s Diverse Airport Art
Houston’s Civic Art Program brings LGBTQ representation. 

By MORGAN ASHLEY GAGE

Ramos says they originally focused on 
airport travelers as viewers, but they soon 
realized that their core viewers would be 
the employees working in the airport on a 
daily basis—who the artists developed re-
lationships with while they were installing 
the piece.

“Actually, one of the gentlemen we 
met that does maintenance on the train 
was retiring, so our goal was to finish the 
piece kind of as a present to him,” Ramos 
explains. “It was really beautiful to build 
these relationships at the airport and just 

A R T S

IAH Terminal B Skyway Wall Niche by Xavier Schipani
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give people an opportunity to pause for 
a moment, because they had become so 
desensitized to these spaces.”

Gay artist Gerardo Rosales creates 
art that often draws on autobiographical 
elements with a political focus, such as his 
previous work denouncing police brutality 
against the LGBTQ community in Venezue-
la. His pieces are also inspired by the nature 
and landscape of Houston, which he says 
evokes memories of his native Venezuela.  

“From there, I [plan] my design with 
the intention to create something really 
colorful and welcoming that will attract 
everyone—from adults to children—with 
imagery that is very colorful and easy to 
access,” Rosales explains.

For interdisciplinary queer artist Lovie 
Olivia, the history of Gee’s Bend quilts 
sparked the idea of a community quilt in-
stallation in the new international terminal 
at one of the gates. She envisions it as a mul-
ticolored piece that pulls its colors from the 
city’s turquoise and muddy-green bayous as 
well as the vibrant orange and blue Houston 
Astros logo, with a pattern influenced by 
Santa Fe quilts.

Olivia also finds motifs and iconography 
from the many cultures of Houston, while 
using gold string to visually interlock these 
community symbols together to represent 
Houstonians like her who are multiracial 
and multiethnic.

“I’ve now collected about 80 quilts [from 

local thrift stores] so that I can actually use 
them as resource materials for the airport 
painting that I’m doing, Olivia says. “I think 
the fact that this oversized quilt is so large adds 
to this sort of covering and comforting ability 
[that quilts naturally have].” 

The strong showing of LGBTQ artists in 
the City’s airport art initiative leads Jake 
Margolin to describe the airport commissions 
as his “dream queer art show.” Together with 
his partner, Nick Vaughan, he’s creating a piece 

focused on Montrose that draws from a number 
of photographs taken throughout the neighbor-
hood. The installation will also reflect their 
work and research on hidden queer histories 
across all 50 states.

“It’s largely about reclaiming agency and 
presence in a history that has actively erased 
queer people from the record,” Vaughan 
explains. “When you look at the landscape 
of Houston, the degree to which it has been 
shaped by queer culture is astonishing, right?” 

Olivia emphasizes the importance of 
exploring Houston’s queer Black histories—
from her own time at the High School for the 
Performing and Visual Arts in the heart of 
Montrose to her work at Project Row Houses 
in Third Ward. “I’m always digging into the 
African American queer history of Houston,” 
Olivia emphasizes. “I’m interested in the 
boundaries and intersections of communities.” 

She does this by celebrating Black luminar-
ies like Pat Parker, Barbara Jordan, and other 
significant figures. As a child, Olivia recalls 
hearing about Congressman Mickey Leland 
dying in a plane crash during a humanitarian 
visit to Africa. 

“I now have an opportunity to celebrate his 
history in the airport, and sort of dig into that 
childhood memory when it was so devastat-
ing to hear that someone so generous had just 
perished,” Olivia says. “So it’s all that sort of 
interweaving. I’ve created a comforter.” 

For more info, visit houstonartsalliance.com. 

IAH Terminal B Skyway by Input/Output

Gerardo Rosales

Lovie Olivia

HOUSTON’S CIVIC ART  |  CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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OutSmart Reader’s Choice

Awards 2004–2022

COUNSELING AND PSYCHOTHERAPY

DENISE O’DOHERTY
LPC, LMFT, MSN, RN

Counseling to individuals, couples, 
and families of varying age, gender, 
race and sexual orientations.

A POLICY FOR EVERYONE!

HOME, AUTO, 
FLOOD, LIFE & 
COMMERCIAL

DUSTIN 
HARWELL
Founder & CEO

WWW.MODERNRISKINS.COM

11757 Katy Frwy Ste 1300
Houston, TX 77079

281-400-1205 | O�  ce
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ONE OF THE 
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INSURANCE 
AGENTS

BONDED &
INSURED

EXPERIENCED 
SERVICE 
PROFESSIONALS

SAFE AND 
RELIABLE

Independently owned and operated franchise. © 2023 Mr. Handyman SPV LLC. All Rights Reserved.      

MrHandyman.com
Independently owned and operated franchise. © 2023 Mr. Handyman SPV LLC. All Rights Reserved. 
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Readings •  Romantic Relationships •  Business •  Past Lives •  Mediumship •  Life Coaching • Party Entertainment

Here is what one client has to say:
“As a professional forecaster myself, I can attest 
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R
ecent efforts have been made in 
pop culture to depict the LGBTQ 
community’s increasing vis-
ibility and acceptance. While the 
wheels of progress are certainly 
turning, photographer Maxwell 
Poth understands firsthand that 
the safe spaces for queer youth 

depicted on television and in film are often 
missing in the more conservative pockets of 
rural America. 

Poth is a gay Utah native who has made a 
name for himself as a top photographer in Los 
Angeles. His talents and devotion to advo-
cating for queer youth recently led him on a 
nationwide tour that has culminated in the 
publication of Young Queer America: Real Sto-
ries and Faces of LGBTQ+ Youth, a collection 
of interviews and stunning photography that 
reveals the true face of queer youth in America.

“I traveled to 16 states and documented 
a total of 73 young queer Americans, mainly 
throughout rural America but with some 
bigger cities included, as well,” Poth explains. 
“I met with them, got to know their personal 
stories, and interviewed them on what it’s like 
to be queer where they’re from. At the end of 
their stories in the book, they give advice to 
other young queer kids.” 

Poth’s journalism project, which took 
roughly two years to complete, was partially 
self-funded, with additional financial aid from 
Project Contrast, the nonprofit organization 
Poth founded to amplify voices of LGBTQ 
youth through the power of storytelling. While 
he was first outlining the project in 2020, 
Poth knew he needed to tap into the American 
heartland. 

“I think it’s really important to highlight 
these kids [in rural America] and paint a 
picture of what it’s really like in this country. 
I decided to choose rural America to travel 
to and meet these kids because their stories 
deserve to be highlighted. Even though you’ll 
read some pretty sad, moving stories, you’ll 
also read a lot of positive ones. They’re the 
true America—the people fighting just to live 
another day.”

Stories from the Heartland
Photographer Maxwell Poth’s new book
highlights queer youth in rural America.

By ZACH McKENZIE
Photo by LUKE FONTANA

R E A D  O U T

Maxwell Poth, author and 
photographer of Young Queer 
America: The Real Stories and 
Faces of LGBTQ+ Youth.

➝
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The book project was also Poth’s way 
of honoring a gay Utah teen who tragically 
took his own life. “The book is dedicated 
to a boy named Stockton Powers,” Poth 
explains. “He’s a boy from my hometown 
who took his life because he was gay. We 
went to the same high school, had the same 
teachers, and he really made an impact in 
the state of Utah. Even though he lost his 
life, Utah really started to listen.”

Poth’s search for young participants 
willing to be interviewed was easier said 
than done. His online searches—everything 
from hashtags to TikToks—eventually paid 
off, and even led Poth to Houston for two 
interviews. 

“THE POINT OF 
THIS BOOK IS 

TO HELP QUEER 
YOUTH FIND 

COMMUNITY.”  
—Maxwell Poth

“Texas is a giant state filled with so 
many different types of people,” he says.  
“I wanted to find interesting youth in 
Houston to really highlight a specific 
demographic. I worked with a trans boy 
named Hayden who is really amazing. 
Hayden is a born advocate who takes life 
by the horns. They wanted to see change, 
so they created change. They wanted to see 
community, so they created community. 
Hayden grew up in an Orthodox Jewish 
family and was not afraid to be them-
selves—not only [as a queer teen], but also 
as a confident individual in their Jewish 
community.

“I also worked with a Houston kid who 
was kicked out of their home. They had to 
figure things out on their own and they 
found safety in Houston before moving to 
Austin.”

Reflecting on the potential impact of 
his project, Poth hopes his book is read by 
those who need it most. “My number-one 
goal is to make sure every queer youth in 
America has this book. It can also help a 
struggling parent accept their child, or 
bring an ally to understanding who these 
children are and what their lives are like,” 
he says. 

“I thought my life was going in one 
direction. Choosing the path of becoming a 
photographer in Los Angeles by following 
my heart ultimately led me to this project. 

I hope I can keep doing this kind of work, and 
I plan to.”

As Poth’s years-long project is finally being 
released to the masses, he looks back on his 
travels with pride. “I have traveled all over 
the country. Even though geographically and 
demographically it’s so different, you’d be sur-
prised how similar all of the youth are. When 
the featured youth read these stories, even 
though they’re all different, they will hope-
fully see that they’re not so dissimilar, and 
how beautiful that is. The point of this book 

is to help queer youth find community and 
realize that it exists all over the country—even 
in their own neighborhoods. That’s something 
really beautiful that I got out of all of this. 
There is literally a beautiful queer community 
anywhere you go. You just have to find them.”

Maxwell Poth’s Young Queer America: 
Real Stories and Faces of LGBTQ+ Youth is 
available wherever books are sold.

Keep up with Maxwell Poth 
on Instagram @Maxwell Poth.

The four Texas youth who were featured in Poth’s book (clockwise from top left): 
Nathaniel, Hayden, Trevor, and Nidhi

MAXWELL POTH  |  CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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health and wellness needs.

“At Legacy, we have many 
team members embedded 
in our clinics, to provide a 
holistic patient experience 
and assist with helping our 
patients maintain their 
independence as they age.”

—  KENICIA CURRY, Pharmacist

LEARN MORE ABOUT HOW WE 
GO ABOVE AND BEYOND AT  
LegacyCommunityHealth.org/Pharmacy

Legacy Pharmacy – 
Montrose
1415 California St.
Houston, TX 77006

Legacy Pharmacy –
Lyons
3811 Lyons Ave
Houston, TX 77020

Legacy Pharmacy – 
Sharpstown
6441 High Star Dr.
Houston, TX 77074

Caring and suppor�ve pharmacists | Personalized health and wellness coaching | One-on-one medica�on counseling 
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Houstonians Bimal J. Patel 
and Truett Manning love a 
fairy-tale setting. Luckily for 
the two of them, they’ve also 
found a fairytale kind of love.

Bimal, 37, is an optometrist at Focus 
Refined Eye Care and the director of medi-
cal affairs at Eye Care Leaders. He holds an 
undergraduate degree from the University 
of Texas at Austin, and an optometry degree 
from the University of Houston College of 
Optometry.

Truett, 33, a University of Houston–Clear 
Lake graduate, is a territory manager at 
Crowne Aesthetics. They currently live in 
Midtown while they have their “dream home” 
built in West University Place.

In November of 2018, they met on Bumble 
and had their first date at True Food Kitchen 
on December 4. What followed was true 
romance. “Skating at Discovery Green on one 
of our dates, sharing desserts (we both love 
sweets). Our first trip to New York City to-
gether was a magical one,” Bimal recalls with a 
smile. “We knew then that this was something 
special. Truett also met some of my extended 
family on this trip.”

So, on the third anniversary of their fateful 
first date, Bimal proposed to Truett. They had 
discussed getting married, and even consid-
ered having the ceremony in Ireland. 

Bimal had a “Love Book”—an original illus-
trated storybook—made as an anniversary gift 
for Truett. “I had a photographer come to the 

house and told Truett she was there to take 
headshots of me for my business,” Bimal 
explains. “She was in on my surprise, and 
during the photo shoot asked if we wanted 
any photos taken together. Then she asked if 
we wanted to do a gift exchange.”

That’s when Bimal gave Truett the book. 
“At the end of the book was my proposal, and 
I got down on one knee,” Bimal says. “It was 
a beautiful day, and our rooftop deck over-
looks the city [so we spent time up there] and 
it was all captured by the photographer.”

The two were wed on July 4, 2022, at the 
Kilkea Castle in County Kildare, Ireland, 
by officiant Romey McAuley. They describe 
themselves as big fans of The Crown and 
Downton Abbey. “We love the majestic 

Fairy-Tale Love
Bimal J. Patel and Truett Manning were wed in an Irish castle.

By JENNY BLOCK
Photos by MOAT HILL PHOTOGRAPHY

WEDDING GUIDE

Truett Manning (l) and Bimal J. Patel
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landscapes and castles,” Bimal says. “Truett 
has ancestors from Ireland, so we thought 
it would be fun to do a destination wedding 
there.”

Bimal and Truett also felt confident 
their family and friends would welcome the 
chance to travel after the lingering pan-
demic. With the help of a local planner, they 
were able to make their fairy-tale dreams 
come true. 

“Planning a wedding overseas was a 
challenge, because it was hard to picture 
things, and only seeing some of our vendors 
a day or two before was stressful,” Bimal 
admits. “You have to put a lot of trust in your 
planner, and she was very helpful and made 
us feel at ease.”

Nine months before the wedding, the 
couple visited Ireland on a planning trip. “It 
was important for us to get legally married in 
Ireland on the day of our ceremony. Because 
there is a good bit of paperwork and docu-

WANT TO TELL YOUR STORY?
Email us at letters@outsmartmagazine.com

mentation necessary, a planning trip is a good 
idea to ensure that you’ll have your wedding 
certificate to be signed on the big day,” Bimal 
explains.

“We really loved having the Kilkea Castle 
as the backdrop, and having an outdoor wed-
ding. The weather was perfect, given that Ire-
land is very rainy and unpredictable,” Bimal 
adds. “We loved having an Indian/Irish fusion 
wedding. It was the perfect blend. We came in 
on horses, in keeping with the Baraat entrance 
of the groom that’s common in Indian wed-
dings. Indian folk dancers led the parade in 
front of the castle. It was like a Bollywood film 
set in the Irish countryside!”

The couple also included the ancient Celtic 
tradition of handfasting, and included both of 
their parents in the ceremony. “In handfast-
ing, we are essentially ‘tying the knot.’ The 
celebrant reads our promises, or vows, and 
after each one, our parents tie ribbons around 
our hands to connect them,” Truett says. 

Both Bimal and Truett are very close to 
their families, and were delighted to have 
them be a part of the ceremony. They also 
exchanged varmalas (flower garlands) as their 
acceptance of each other, which is a Hindu 
tradition.

Bimal surprised Truett with a special per-
formance during the reception. “Bimal sang 
‘Latch’ by Sam Smith while my dad played the 
guitar,” Truett recalls. “It was so amazing and 
unexpected. Bimal loves to surprise me and 
make me feel special.”

But what Truett admires most about Bimal 
is his fierce determination. “When he puts his 
mind to something, he will not stop until his 
vision is a reality.”

Bimal adds that “Truett is so authentic and 
has a beautiful heart and soul, and that is what 
makes him so special.”
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Photos by DALTON DEHART & CREW
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OUTSMART’S MARCH 
ISSUE HAPPY HOUR 
AT PEARL BAR
March 23, 2023
The Women in Power Issue 
happy-hour reception organized by 
OutSmart was a fantastic celebra-
tion of powerful women in the 
LGBTQ community, timed to coin-
cide with Women’s History Month in 
March. Held at Pearl Bar Houston, 
the event was a chance to recognize 
the achievements and contributions 
of women who have made a differ-
ence in the lives of others.

Presented by

HERE, EVERYONE COUNTS

With something you've worked so hard to build, 

it's important to have caring bankers on your 

team who understand your vision and 

challenges and how to navigate them. That’s 

why we’re here to help our local business owners  

from every walk of life bridge the gap. We’re here 

to listen and connect you to resources to help 

your business grow.

Find out how you can get started with the Small Business 

Diversity Banking Program by contacting one of our 

bankers today.

Or visit amegybank.com/diversitybanking to learn more.

A division of Zions Bancorporation, N.A. Member FDIC.     Equal Housing 
Lender NMLS#467014 1717 West Loop South Houston, TX 77027
©2023 Zions Bancorporation, N.A.  

AMEGY_4326_Biz_DiversityPrint_7.5x4.75V01.pdf   1   1/12/23   10:04 AM



HOUSING
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Photos by DALTON DEHART & CREW

O U T  T H E R E

VICTORY FUND HOUSTON 
CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH 2023
March 5, 2023
Mayor Annise Parker and the LGBTQ+  
Victory Fund welcomed hundreds of  
supporters and allies to the 2023 Houston 
Champagne Brunch at the Post Oak  
Hotel. The keynote speaker was US Sena-
tor Tammy Baldwin. Also in attendance 
were nearly two dozen LGBTQ elected  
officials from around the state and beyond. 
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AIDS FOUNDATION HOUSTON 
HOSTS WALK TO END HIV
March 5, 2023
AIDS Foundation Houston’s annual Walk to End HIV in Sam 
Houston Park drew hundreds of Houstonians to raise funds for local 
nonprofits, including The Truth Project, Lazarus House, Avenue 360, 
The Normal Anomaly Initiative, and Fundación Latinoamericana de 
Acción Social. The event aimed to raise $300,000 to combat the HIV 
epidemic in Greater Houston. Attendees enjoyed an after-party with 
local food and drink, music, prizes, and outdoor activities. This year 
marks the 34th consecutive year of the event.
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St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
5501 Main ..............................................................713/528-0527
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
1805 W. Alabama .......................ststephenshouston.org
Trinity Episcopal Church
1015 Holman St ........................ www.trinitymidtown.org

COMMUNITY/NONPROFIT
AIDS Foundation Houston
Aidshelp.org ........................................................713/623-6796  
Bering Connect
........................................................................713-526-1017, ext.20
Bunnies on the Bayou
............................................................BunniesOnTheBayou.org
Diana Foundation
.......................................................... .TheDianaFoundation.org  
EPAH 
............................................................................................... EPAH.org 
Greater Houston LGBT Chamber of Commerce
HoustonLGBTChamber.com.....................832/510-3002
Houston LGBTQ+ Political Caucus 
................................................................................... thecaucus.org
KPFT Radio
kpft.org ..................................................................713-526-4000
Lesbian Health Initiative (LHI)
401 Branard .......................................................lhihouston.org
Lesbians Over Age Fifty (L.O.A.F.)
lesbiansoverage50.org............................... .713/907-5378
L.O.A.F
............................................................... houstonlgbthistory.org
Pet Patrol
..............................................................................ThePetPatrol.org
Planned Parenthood Gulf Coast
..................................................................ppgulfcoast.org/lgbtq
Ryan White Planning Council
rwpcHouston.org  ............................................713-572-3724
The Woodlands PRIDE
..........................................................thewoodlandstxpride.org

COMPUTERS/INTERNET/IT SERVICES
Copy.com
1201-F Westheimer ............................................713/528-1201

CONSTRUCTION/HOME REMODELING 
Mr. Handyman
....................................................................................... 281-394-1821
VCS Construction & Remodeling
www.vcshouston.com ................................. 713/828-3097

EDUCATION
Lone Star College North
HN-Info@LoneStar.edu ..................................lonestar.edu

ENTERTAINMENT/NIGHT LIFE
Alley Theatre 
615 Texas Ave ................................................alleytheatre.org
Frost Town Brewing
100 N. Jackson St ..............................................713-224-5326
JR’s/Santa Fe
808 Pacific ............................................................ 713/521-2519
Midtown Houston
..................................................................Midtownhouston.com
Miller Outdoor Theatre
MillerOutdoorTheatre.com ........................281/373-3386
Out & Proud Live
.................................................................. .outandproudlive.com
Pearl Bar
4216 Washington ..................................PearlHouston.com
ReBar
202 Tuam ...............................................................346/227-8613
Society For The Performing Arts  
SPAHouston.org ................................................713/227-4772
Stages Theatre
StagesTheatre.com ......................................... 713-527-0123
Theatre Under The Stars
800 Bagby, Suite 200 .....................................tuts.com/out
Tony’s Corner Pocket
817 W. Dallas .......................................................832/722-7658

ELECTRICITY
Pratt Power Parners, LLC 
prattpowerpartners.com...........................832/523-0102

 FINANCIAL PLANNING
Broughton Investment Group
thebroughtoninvestmentgroup.com .......... 713/337-4500
Richard Dickson/Galene Financial 
520 Post Oak Ste 780 .....................................713/489-4322

ACCOUNTANTS/BOOKKEEPERS/ CPAS
BookKeeping & Beyond, LLC
99 Detering St., Ste 10 ...............................832/234-2542 
Gary Gritz, CPA
230 Westcott, Ste 210................................... 713/784-3030

ADVERTISING/MARKETING 
Ashkan Media
..........................................................................Ashkanmedia.com
Mat Hat Maven Creative
madhatmaven.com ......................................832/460-6263
OutSmart Magazine
3406 Audubon ....................................................713/520-7237

AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING
Newport A/C & Heating
newportac.com ................................................281/808-8630

APARTMENTS
Pearl Rosemont
2727 Albany St.....................................pearlrosemont.com

 ART/ART GALLERIES/MUSEUMS
Bogdan Foto Art
2000 Edwards, Ste 314 ...................bogdanfotoart.com
Holocaust Museum Houston
HMH.org ................................................................ 713/942-8000
The Menil Collection
1533 Sul Ross ...............................................................menil.org

ASTROLOGER
Lilly Roddy Astrology
......................................................................................713/529-5842

ATTORNEYS/LEGAL SERVICES
Bill Green
...................................................................................... 713-775-1912 
deborah Lawson
lawsonlegal.net ................................................. 713/478-2618
Gonzalez Olivieri LLC
gonzalezolivierillc.com ................................ 713/481-3040
Katine & Nechman LLP
2000 Bering Dr. Suite 700. ........................... 713/808-1001
Luis Ruiz Attorneys
www.luisruizlaw.com ..................................281/410-1360
Walker Kirkpatrick
..........................................................................................713/552-1117
James S. Walker ....................... Walkertexaslawyer.com
Eric Kirkpatrick ...................................Kirkpatricklaw.com
Jeffrey D. Watters
www.grayreed.com .........................................713-986-7113

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS
Tech Auto Maintenance
37 Waugh Dr. ...................................................... 713/863-8244
Unlimited Off-Road, LLC
www.unlimitedoffroadtx.com  .............. 832/430-7656

AUTOMOTIVE SALES 
Fred Haas Toyota World
FredHaasToyota.com  ..................................832/764-8914
Planet Ford
20403 I-45 Spring TX 77388 ................... 866/879-9328
Planet Lincoln
204031 I-45 Spring TX 77388 .................. 888/242-5059

BANKING/FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Amegy Bank
.....................................amegybank.com/diversitybanking
Houston Federal Credit Union
HoustonFCU.org .......................................... 866/OUR-HFCU
Primeway Financial Credit Union
www.primewayfcu.com ............................. 713/799-6200

BAKERIES/CUSTOM CAKES
Dessert Gallery
DessertGallery.com .......................................713-522-9999

BEVERAGES
Eureka Heights Brewery
941 W. 18th ...........................................EurekaHeights.com 

COACHING & WELLNESS
Haven Space Coaching
2124. Welch St ......................havenspacecoaching.com

CHURCHES/SPIRITUAL CENTERS
Bering Church
1440 Harold ................................................ beringchurch.org
Resurrection MCC
2025 W 11th ........................................................... 713/861-9149

Shane Theriot/Edward Jones
888-A Avenue D, Katy......................................281/391-6137
Grace Yung/Midtown Financial
3355 Alabama, Ste 180 ................................ 7 13/355-9833

FITNESS CLUBS/PERSONAL TRAINING
Club Houston
2205 Fannin  ...................................................... 7 13/659-4998
John Aaron Online Fitness
www.jaofit.com  ............................................. 832-649-8422

FLOOR COVERINGS
Floor Coverings International
floorcoveringsinternational.com ....... 832/280-6646

GARDENING/LANDSCAPING
Fountains & Statuary
11804 Hempstead ..............................................7 13/957-3672
Joshua’s Native Plants & Antiques 
502 W. 18th St ..................................................... 7 13/862-7444

GROCERY STORE
H-E-B
Multiple locations ......................................................heb.com

HAIR/NAIL/MAKE-UP SALONS
NU-Cuts Hair Salon
515 Westheimer ..............................................7 13/524-7858

HEALTH CARE–COUNSELING/THERAPY
D. “Woodja” Flanigan, MS, LPA
2600 SW Fwy, Ste 409 ................................. 7 13/589-9804
Denise O’Doherty, LPC, LMFT, RN
...................................................................................... 7 13/823-4001
Dr. Daniel Garza, MD
3131 Eastside St, Ste 4 ....................................281/610-8190
Dr. Barry F. Gritz, MD
230 Westcott, Ste 210....................................7 13/869-7400
Shane Hennesey, Med, LPC-S
www.thestressdojo.com ............................ 281-726-3027
The Montrose Center
401 Branard ..........................................................7 13/529-0037
Matt Trietsch
Matt-Trietsch.com ............................................512/591-8510
Christine Wysong 
230 Westcott, Ste 210....................................7 13/869-7400

HEALTH CARE–COSMETIC SURGERY
GW Plastic Surgery/George Washington, MD
7400 Fannin St. Ste. 850 .............................. 7 13/678-0019

HEALTH CARE–DENTISTS
Bayou City Smiles/Marcus de Guzman, DDS
2313 Edwards St., Ste. 150 ..............................7 13/518-1411
Bayou City Smiles/Cynthia Corral, DDS
2313 Edwards St., Ste 150................................7 13/518-1411
Cory Logan, DDS
530 Waugh Dr. .................................................. 7 13/942-8598
LifeSmiles by Randy Mitchmore, DDS
1722 W. Alabama .............................................. 7 13/592-9300
Montrose DDS/Samuel A. Carrell, DDS
620 W Alabama ................................................ 7 13/529-4364
Montrose DDS/Austin T. Faulk, DDS
620 W Alabama ................................................ 7 13/529-4364

HEALTH CARE-/HIV/COVID TESTING
Houston Health Department/HIV
.......................................................................houstoniamlife.com
Houston Health Department/COVID
houstontx.gov .................................................. 832-393-4220

HEALTH CARE-EMERGENCY CENTERS
Montrose Emergency Room 24 Hour ER
1110 W. Gray St., #101 ........................................ 7 13/242-1436 
SignatureCare Emergency Centers
3209 Montrose Blvd .......................................281/709-2897
1925 TC Jester ...................................................832/850-4338

HEALTH CARE-HIV/STD TESTING
Avenue 360
Avenue360.org ..................................................7 13/426-0027
Legacy Community Health
.................................................LegacyCommunityHealth.org

HEALTH CARE–OPHTHALMOLOGISTS
Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD
Greater Houston Eye Consultants
Humble .....................................................................  281/454-2056 
Clear Lake ...................................................................281/484-1186

HEALTH CARE–OPTOMETRISTS
Boutique Eye Care/Juliet Farmer, OD
1806 Westheimer, Ste. A .............................  713/528-2010
Eye Gallery
1806B Westheimer ........................................... 713/523-1279
1700 Post Oak Blvd, Ste 110 .........................7 13/622-7470
Montrose Eye Care/ Paul Lovero, OD
520 Waugh Dr..................................................... 7 13/352-0974

HEALTH CARE/PHARMACIES
Avita Pharmacy
............................................................ AvitaPharmacy.com/HIV
Legacy Pharmacy
.......... LegacyCommunityHealth.org/services/pharmacy/

HEALTH CARE–PHYSICIANS
Octavio Barrios, MD
507 West Gray .................................................... 7 13/942-7546
7106 Spencer Highway ................................281/542-9400
Gordon Crofoot, MD/Crofoot MD
3701 Kirby, Ste.1230........................................7 13/526-0005
M. Sandra Scurria, MD
6565 West Loop South, Ste 300 ..............281/661-5901
Derek Smith, AGPCNP-BC/Crofoot MD
3701 Kirby, Ste.1230........................................7 13/526-0005
Maggie White,MPH FNP-BC AAHIVS/
Wellness Bar by Legacy
120 Westheimer .................................................7 13/814-3730

HEALTH CARE–SERVICES
AIDS Foundation Houston
afhouston.org.....................................................7 13/623-6796
AIDS Healthcare Foundation
......................................................................................... HIVcare.org
Avenue 360
Avenue360.org ..................................................7 13/426-0027
Harris County Public Health
Publichealth.harriscountytx.gov ......... 7 13/439-6293
Her Down There
1622 W. Alabama.............................................888/254-3482
Houston Health Department
................................................................................... houstontx.gov
Legacy Community Health
LegacyCommunityHealth.org ............... 832/548 5000
Ryan White Planning Council
RWPCHouston.org .......................................... 7 13/572-3784
St. Hope Foundation
offeringhope.org ...............................................7 13/778-1300

HEALTH CARE–SKIN CARE
GW Plastic Surgery/George Washington, MD
7400 Fannin St. Ste. 850 .............................. 7 13/678-0019
Heights Dermatology/Alpesh Desai, MD
2120 Ashland ...................................................... 7 13/864-2650
SkinCeuticals/Skin Lab
2800 Kirby, Ste. B21 ....................................... 713/559-9300
Skin Renaissance Laser/Octavio Barrios, MD
507 West Gray .................................................... 7 13/942-7546

HEALTH CARE-WEIGHT LOSS
Dr. B-Fit / Octavio Barrios, MD
517 West Gray ..................................................... 7 13/942-7546

HOME FURNISHINGS/ACCESSORIES
ALABAMA FURNITURE
4900 N. Shepherd ......................................... 713-862-3035 
DU MONDE GALERIE
2319 N. Shepherd Dr ...................................... 832-977-4323
Eclectic Home
EclecticHome.ws ...............................................713/869-1414
Eklektik Interiors
1300 Shepherd ................................................ 832/804-6300

HOME BUILDERS
Noble Contractors 
noblecontractor.com.....................................832/370-7091

INSURANCE AGENCIES/AGENTS
Lane Lewis/Farmers Insurance
2200 North Loop W, Ste 136 .....................7 13/688-8669

Patrick Torma/Goosehead Insurance
3420 Rusk, Ste. 22 ............................................281/723-1294

INVESTMENTS
Doug Smith/Hawthorne Capital
1210 West Clay, Ste. G ............... HawthorneFunds.com
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St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
5501 Main..............................................................713/528-0527
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
1805 W. Alabama .......................ststephenshouston.org
Trinity Episcopal Church
1015 Holman St........................ www.trinitymidtown.org

COMMUNITY/NONPROFIT
AIDS Foundation Houston
Aidshelp.org........................................................713/623-6796
Bering Connect
........................................................................713-526-1017, ext.20
Bunnies on the Bayou
............................................................BunniesOnTheBayou.org
Diana Foundation
.......................................................... .TheDianaFoundation.org
EPAH 
............................................................................................... EPAH.org
Greater Houston LGBT Chamber of Commerce
HoustonLGBTChamber.com.....................832/510-3002
Houston LGBTQ+ Political Caucus
................................................................................... thecaucus.org
KPFT Radio
kpft.org..................................................................713-526-4000
Lesbian Health Initiative (LHI)
401 Branard.......................................................lhihouston.org
Lesbians Over Age Fifty (L.O.A.F.)
lesbiansoverage50.org............................... .713/907-5378
L.O.A.F
............................................................... houstonlgbthistory.org
Pet Patrol
..............................................................................ThePetPatrol.org
Planned Parenthood Gulf Coast
..................................................................ppgulfcoast.org/lgbtq
Ryan White Planning Council
rwpcHouston.org ............................................713-572-3724
The Woodlands PRIDE
..........................................................thewoodlandstxpride.org

COMPUTERS/INTERNET/IT SERVICES
Copy.com
1201-F Westheimer............................................713/528-1201

CONSTRUCTION/HOME REMODELING
Mr. Handyman
....................................................................................... 281-394-1821
VCS Construction & Remodeling
www.vcshouston.com ................................. 713/828-3097

EDUCATION
Lone Star College North
HN-Info@LoneStar.edu..................................lonestar.edu

ENTERTAINMENT/NIGHT LIFE
Alley Theatre
615 Texas Ave................................................alleytheatre.org
Frost Town Brewing
100 N. Jackson St..............................................713-224-5326
JR’s/Santa Fe
808 Pacific ............................................................ 713/521-2519
Midtown Houston
..................................................................Midtownhouston.com
Miller Outdoor Theatre
MillerOutdoorTheatre.com........................281/373-3386
Out & Proud Live
.................................................................. .outandproudlive.com
Pearl Bar
4216 Washington..................................PearlHouston.com
ReBar
202 Tuam...............................................................346/227-8613
Society For The Performing Arts
SPAHouston.org ................................................713/227-4772
Stages Theatre
StagesTheatre.com......................................... 713-527-0123
Theatre Under The Stars
800 Bagby, Suite 200 .....................................tuts.com/out
Tony’s Corner Pocket
817 W. Dallas.......................................................832/722-7658

ELECTRICITY
Pratt Power Parners, LLC
prattpowerpartners.com...........................832/523-0102

FINANCIAL PLANNING
Broughton Investment Group
thebroughtoninvestmentgroup.com.......... 713/337-4500
Richard Dickson/Galene Financial
520 Post Oak Ste 780.....................................713/489-4322

ACCOUNTANTS/BOOKKEEPERS/ CPAS
BookKeeping & Beyond, LLC
99 Detering St., Ste 10...............................832/234-2542
Gary Gritz, CPA
230 Westcott, Ste 210................................... 713/784-3030

ADVERTISING/MARKETING
Ashkan Media
..........................................................................Ashkanmedia.com
Mat Hat Maven Creative
madhatmaven.com ......................................832/460-6263
OutSmart Magazine
3406 Audubon ....................................................713/520-7237

AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING
Newport A/C & Heating
newportac.com................................................281/808-8630

APARTMENTS
Pearl Rosemont
2727 Albany St.....................................pearlrosemont.com

ART/ART GALLERIES/MUSEUMS
Bogdan Foto Art
2000 Edwards, Ste 314 ...................bogdanfotoart.com
Holocaust Museum Houston
HMH.org................................................................ 713/942-8000
The Menil Collection
1533 Sul Ross...............................................................menil.org

ASTROLOGER
Lilly Roddy Astrology
......................................................................................713/529-5842

ATTORNEYS/LEGAL SERVICES
Bill Green
...................................................................................... 713-775-1912
deborah Lawson
lawsonlegal.net................................................. 713/478-2618
Gonzalez Olivieri LLC
gonzalezolivierillc.com................................ 713/481-3040
Katine & Nechman LLP
2000 Bering Dr. Suite 700............................ 713/808-1001
Luis Ruiz Attorneys
www.luisruizlaw.com ..................................281/410-1360
Walker Kirkpatrick
..........................................................................................713/552-1117
James S. Walker ....................... Walkertexaslawyer.com
Eric Kirkpatrick ...................................Kirkpatricklaw.com
Jeffrey D. Watters
www.grayreed.com .........................................713-986-7113

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS
Tech Auto Maintenance
37 Waugh Dr. ...................................................... 713/863-8244
Unlimited Off-Road, LLC
www.unlimitedoffroadtx.com .............. 832/430-7656

AUTOMOTIVE SALES 
Fred Haas Toyota World
FredHaasToyota.com ..................................832/764-8914
Planet Ford
20403 I-45 Spring TX 77388 ................... 866/879-9328
Planet Lincoln
204031 I-45 Spring TX 77388.................. 888/242-5059

BANKING/FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Amegy Bank
.....................................amegybank.com/diversitybanking
Houston Federal Credit Union
HoustonFCU.org .......................................... 866/OUR-HFCU
Primeway Financial Credit Union
www.primewayfcu.com............................. 713/799-6200

BAKERIES/CUSTOM CAKES
Dessert Gallery
DessertGallery.com .......................................713-522-9999

BEVERAGES
Eureka Heights Brewery
941 W. 18th...........................................EurekaHeights.com

COACHING & WELLNESS
Haven Space Coaching
2124. Welch St ......................havenspacecoaching.com

CHURCHES/SPIRITUAL CENTERS
Bering Church
1440 Harold................................................ beringchurch.org
Resurrection MCC
2025 W 11th ........................................................... 713/861-9149

Shane Theriot/Edward Jones
888-A Avenue D, Katy......................................281/391-6137
Grace Yung/Midtown Financial
3355 Alabama, Ste 180 ................................ 7 13/355-9833

FITNESS CLUBS/PERSONAL TRAINING
Club Houston
2205 Fannin ...................................................... 7 13/659-4998
John Aaron Online Fitness
www.jaofit.com ............................................. 832-649-8422

FLOOR COVERINGS
Floor Coverings International
floorcoveringsinternational.com....... 832/280-6646

GARDENING/LANDSCAPING
Fountains & Statuary
11804 Hempstead..............................................7 13/957-3672
Joshua’s Native Plants & Antiques
502 W. 18th St ..................................................... 7 13/862-7444

GROCERY STORE
H-E-B
Multiple locations ......................................................heb.com

HAIR/NAIL/MAKE-UP SALONS
NU-Cuts Hair Salon
515 Westheimer ..............................................7 13/524-7858

HEALTH CARE–COUNSELING/THERAPY
D. “Woodja” Flanigan, MS, LPA
2600 SW Fwy, Ste 409................................. 7 13/589-9804
Denise O’Doherty, LPC, LMFT, RN
...................................................................................... 7 13/823-4001
Dr. Daniel Garza, MD
3131 Eastside St, Ste 4....................................281/610-8190
Dr. Barry F. Gritz, MD
230 Westcott, Ste 210....................................7 13/869-7400
Shane Hennesey, Med, LPC-S
www.thestressdojo.com ............................ 281-726-3027
The Montrose Center
401 Branard..........................................................7 13/529-0037
Matt Trietsch
Matt-Trietsch.com............................................512/591-8510
Christine Wysong
230 Westcott, Ste 210....................................7 13/869-7400

HEALTH CARE–COSMETIC SURGERY
GW Plastic Surgery/George Washington, MD
7400 Fannin St. Ste. 850.............................. 7 13/678-0019

HEALTH CARE–DENTISTS
Bayou City Smiles/Marcus de Guzman, DDS
2313 Edwards St., Ste. 150 ..............................7 13/518-1411
Bayou City Smiles/Cynthia Corral, DDS
2313 Edwards St., Ste 150................................7 13/518-1411
Cory Logan, DDS
530 Waugh Dr. .................................................. 7 13/942-8598
LifeSmiles by Randy Mitchmore, DDS
1722 W. Alabama.............................................. 7 13/592-9300
Montrose DDS/Samuel A. Carrell, DDS
620 W Alabama................................................ 7 13/529-4364
Montrose DDS/Austin T. Faulk, DDS
620 W Alabama................................................ 7 13/529-4364

HEALTH CARE-/HIV/COVID TESTING
Houston Health Department/HIV
.......................................................................houstoniamlife.com
Houston Health Department/COVID
houstontx.gov.................................................. 832-393-4220

HEALTH CARE-EMERGENCY CENTERS
Montrose Emergency Room 24 Hour ER
1110 W. Gray St., #101........................................ 7 13/242-1436
SignatureCare Emergency Centers
3209 Montrose Blvd.......................................281/709-2897
1925 TC Jester ...................................................832/850-4338

HEALTH CARE-HIV/STD TESTING
Avenue 360
Avenue360.org ..................................................7 13/426-0027
Legacy Community Health
.................................................LegacyCommunityHealth.org

HEALTH CARE–OPHTHALMOLOGISTS
Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD
Greater Houston Eye Consultants
Humble..................................................................... 281/454-2056
Clear Lake...................................................................281/484-1186

HEALTH CARE–OPTOMETRISTS
Boutique Eye Care/Juliet Farmer, OD
1806 Westheimer, Ste. A .............................  713/528-2010
Eye Gallery
1806B Westheimer........................................... 713/523-1279
1700 Post Oak Blvd, Ste 110 .........................7 13/622-7470
Montrose Eye Care/ Paul Lovero, OD
520 Waugh Dr..................................................... 7 13/352-0974

HEALTH CARE/PHARMACIES
Avita Pharmacy
............................................................ AvitaPharmacy.com/HIV
Legacy Pharmacy
.......... LegacyCommunityHealth.org/services/pharmacy/

HEALTH CARE–PHYSICIANS
Octavio Barrios, MD
507 West Gray.................................................... 7 13/942-7546
7106 Spencer Highway................................281/542-9400
Gordon Crofoot, MD/Crofoot MD
3701 Kirby, Ste.1230........................................7 13/526-0005
M. Sandra Scurria, MD
6565 West Loop South, Ste 300..............281/661-5901
Derek Smith, AGPCNP-BC/Crofoot MD
3701 Kirby, Ste.1230........................................7 13/526-0005
Maggie White,MPH FNP-BC AAHIVS/
Wellness Bar by Legacy
120 Westheimer .................................................7 13/814-3730

HEALTH CARE–SERVICES
AIDS Foundation Houston
afhouston.org.....................................................7 13/623-6796
AIDS Healthcare Foundation
......................................................................................... HIVcare.org
Avenue 360
Avenue360.org ..................................................7 13/426-0027
Harris County Public Health
Publichealth.harriscountytx.gov ......... 7 13/439-6293
Her Down There
1622 W. Alabama.............................................888/254-3482
Houston Health Department
................................................................................... houstontx.gov
Legacy Community Health
LegacyCommunityHealth.org............... 832/548 5000
Ryan White Planning Council
RWPCHouston.org .......................................... 7 13/572-3784
St. Hope Foundation
offeringhope.org ...............................................7 13/778-1300

HEALTH CARE–SKIN CARE
GW Plastic Surgery/George Washington, MD
7400 Fannin St. Ste. 850.............................. 7 13/678-0019
Heights Dermatology/Alpesh Desai, MD
2120 Ashland...................................................... 7 13/864-2650
SkinCeuticals/Skin Lab
2800 Kirby, Ste. B21 ....................................... 713/559-9300
Skin Renaissance Laser/Octavio Barrios, MD
507 West Gray.................................................... 7 13/942-7546

HEALTH CARE-WEIGHT LOSS
Dr. B-Fit / Octavio Barrios, MD
517 West Gray ..................................................... 7 13/942-7546

HOME FURNISHINGS/ACCESSORIES
ALABAMA FURNITURE
4900 N. Shepherd......................................... 713-862-3035 
DU MONDE GALERIE
2319 N. Shepherd Dr...................................... 832-977-4323
Eclectic Home
EclecticHome.ws ...............................................713/869-1414
Eklektik Interiors
1300 Shepherd................................................ 832/804-6300

HOME BUILDERS
Noble Contractors
noblecontractor.com.....................................832/370-7091

INSURANCE AGENCIES/AGENTS
Lane Lewis/Farmers Insurance
2200 North Loop W, Ste 136 .....................7 13/688-8669

Patrick Torma/Goosehead Insurance
3420 Rusk, Ste. 22 ............................................281/723-1294

INVESTMENTS
Doug Smith/Hawthorne Capital
1210 West Clay, Ste. G ............... HawthorneFunds.com
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Thank You for supporting 
our advertisers! 

Silverlust
1338-C Westheimer .....................................7 13/520-54 40
Tenenbaum Jewelers
4310 Westheimer ................ .TenenbaumJewelers.com
Zadok Jewelers
1801 Post Oak Blvd, Ste. 100 ............................Zadok.com

LEATHER GOODS
Montrose Forge
3423 White Oak ................................................ 7 13/893-5002
Sir Rat Leather and Gear LLC
711 Fairview .................................................sirratleather.com

MASSAGE THERAPISTS
Faust Massage
.............................................................................FaustMassage.com 
Ryan Fugate, RMT
RyanMassageWorks.com...........................7 13/269-7926

PEST CONTROL SERVICES & TRAPPING
Andy’s All Star Pest Control

......................................................................713/732-7742

PET SERVICES & SUPPLIES
Bayou City Veterinary Hospital
4720 Washington ............................................ 7 13/343-9909
DOGTOPIA
1839 W. Alabama St ........................................281/985-5158
Midtown Veterinary Hospital
MidtownVetHospital.com .......................... 7 13-528-4900
The Urban Vet/Dr. Eric Cagle
2625 Louisiana St. Ste D100 ................... 713/903-2364
Vergi 24/7 Emergency & Critical Care Hospital
8921 Katy Freeway ..........................................7 13/932-9589
West Alabama Animal Clinic
2030 W. Alabama ............................................. 7 13/528-0818

PHOTOGRAPHERS
Dalton DeHart Photography
DaltonDehart.com ........................................... 7 13/622-2202
Yvonne Feece Photography
yvonnefeece.com ........................................... 832/876-1053

PLUMBING
In The Loop Plumbing Services
....................................................................................346/253-4444
MET Plumbing
...................................................................................... 832-221-7628
U-Plumb-It Plumbing Supply
1424 Montrose .....................................................7 13-942-2277

POOLS & POOL SERVICES
Venture Pools
....................................................................................... 7 13/447-9201

PRINTING/COPY CENTERS
2daypostcards.com
621 Richmond .................................................... 7 13/224-8808
Copy.com
1201-F Westheimer ............................................7 13/528-1201

REAL ESTATE–MORTGAGE/TITLE  
Janet Friedman/J Friedman Mortgage
JFriedmanLoans.com ....................................7 13-785-5626 
Chicago Title –Inner Loop
3700 Buffalo Speedway ................................7 13/418-7000
Cody Grizzoffi/NRL Mortgage
Codygrizzoffi.com ............................................ 832-541-1103
Cari Middaugh/AmCap Mortgage
myamcap.com/cari-middaugh/............ 281/450-2235
Lyn Sullivan /Alamo Title 
4265 San Felipe, Ste 520 ............................. 713/228-0801

REAL ESTATE–REALTORS 
Brooks Ballard/Engel & Volkers
309 Gray.................................................................. 7 13/522-7474
David Batagower/Compass Realty
bayoucitypropertygroup.com ................ 713/523-8609
David Bowers/The House Company/Galveston
David@DavidBowers.com .......................409/763-2800
Mike Copenhaver/Remax Metro
mikecopenhaver@remax.net  ................ 7 13/528-4963
Karen Derr/Karen Derr Realty
karenderr.com ................................................... 7 13/875-7050
Tom Eickleberry/Pride Street Realty
TomSellsHoustonHomes.com................... 713/201-5257
Rock Edwards/Rock Edwards & Associates
Rockedwards.com ...........................................7 13/409-1729

Jeremy Fain/Greenwood King Properties
3201 Kirby Dr ........................................................713/677-4337
William J Finnorn/Martha Turner Sotheby’s
William.Finnorn@sir.com  ..........................832/221-7628
Paul Gomberg/The Rock Star Real Estate Group
......................................................................................713-446-8810
Jason Knebel/Greenwood King
....................................................................................... 713/232-9712
Houston Association of Realtors     
har.com .................................................................. 713/629-1900
Debbie Levine/Sotheby’s International Realty
sothebysrealty.com .....................................713/942-6857
Lynette Lew/Better Homes and Gardens
LynetteLew.com. ..............................................713/582-2202
Danny Pleason/Martha Turner/Sotheby’s
dannypleason.com ......................................... 832/661-1502
Richard Ray / Douglas Elliman Real Estate
........................................................................................713-416-3931
Todd Russo/Gary Greene
15103 Mason Rd Suite A-1 ............................832/803-9177
Tom Schwenk/Tom’s Galveston Real Estate 
Tomsgalvestonrealestate.com .............. .713/857-2309
VJ Tramonte/Joe Tramonte Realty 
1802 Broadway/Galveston ........................409/765-9837
Martha Turner Properties
Marthaturner.com .............................................. 713/520-198
Colby Wulf/Compass
har.com/colbywulf ..................................... .713-444-8919 1

REAL ESTATE-RENTALS/MANAGEMENT
iTrip Vacations
itrip.net/hcw........................................................ 877-233-1195

RESTAURANTS/COFFEE/WINE BARS
Chapultepec Lupita
813 Richmond .....................................................713/522-2365
Dessert Gallery
DessertGallery.com .......................................713-522-9999
Eugene’s
1985 Welch St .....................................................713/807-8883
Free Grillin’/Chef Michele 
......................................................................................832/419-0165
Frost Town Brewing
100 N. Jackson St ..............................................713-224-5326
Giacomo’s cibo e vino
3215 Westheimer.............................................713/522-1934
Harold’s In the Heights
350 W. 19th ..........................................................713/360-6204
Niko Niko’s
2520 Montrose...................................................713/528-4976
93’ Til
1601 W Main St ................................................. 281/846-6405
Pho 518!
9330 Broadway, #416 ..................................832/736-9903
Riva’s Italian Restaurant
1117 Missouri St ................................................. 713/529-3450
Low Tide Kitchen
2030A Bingle......................................................713/360-6304
Tacos Doña Lena
8788 Hammerly ................................................713/993-6486
Urban Eats
3414 Washington Ave .................... feasturbaneats.com

SPECIALTY RETAIL
Phoenicia Specialty Foods
phoeniciafoods.com .................................... 832/360-2222

STORAGE
Morningstar Storage The Heights
4495 Katy Fwy .................................................. 281-728-4509

TELEVISION STATIONS
KHOU/Channel 11
5718 Westheimer.......................................................khoucom

TOURS
Mr. McKinney’s Historic Houston Tours
MisterMcKinney.com ....................................713/364-8674

TRAVEL/TRAVEL AGENCIES
Concierge Travel, Inc
4920 Mimosa ......................................................... 713/661-2117

A D V E R T I S E R S  I N D E X

PRESERVING YEARS OF
HOUSTON LGBTQ HISTORY!

Help us fund the digitalization and cataloging of 
 more than a million community photos by making a donation.

Info@DaltonDeHart.com I P.O. Box 22641 I Houston, TX 77277

www.DaltonDeHart.com

Our Legacy Through The Lens

PHOTOGRAPHIC FOUNDATION

PHOTOGRAPHIC FOUNDATION

Read OUTSMART, 
so you can have your 
cake and equality, too.

Don’t give your 
money to a 

business that does 
not support diversity.    
Whether you’re 
looking for the 
butcher, the baker, 
or the candlestick 
maker, OUTSMART 
can help you fi nd  
an equality-minded 
business that 
appreciates you 
and provides 
community support. 

Why would you buy a cake 
from someone who doesn’t 

want to sell you one?

www.OutSmartMagazine.com

For advertising and subscription 
information, call 713/520-7237.
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Come Over to Squirt.org Come Over to Squirt.org 
and Join the Action.and Join the Action.

Hosting!Hosting!
We’reWe’re

10 DAYS FREE FUN FOR EVERY NEW GUY

SUNDAY WORSHIP 9 & 11 AM
NURSERY AVAILABLE  |  HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE
11 AM - CHILDREN & YOUTH PROGRAM
11 AM - SPANISH & DEAF INTERPRETATION
2025 W. 11TH @ TC JESTER, HOUSTON 77008
713.861.9149 | WWW.RESURRECTIONMCC.ORG

Thy Homeless Neighbor
Thy Jewish Neighbor

  Thy Black Neighbor

Thy Gay Neighbor
Thy Undocumented Neighbor

Thy White Neighbor

Thy Transgender Neighbor
Thy Christian Neighbor

Thy HIV+ Neighbor

Thy Racist Neighbor
      Thy Addicted Neighbor

  Thy Atheist Neighbor

Thy Imprisoned Neighbor
Thy Disabled Neighbor

           Thy Muslim Neighbor

Love Thy Neighbor
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HOUSTON

2.0
Montrose’s newest dance club is open 
Thursday through Sunday and features 
a daily Happy Hour from 7 to 10 p.m.
2320 Crocker St, Houston TX 77006

Barcode
With the longest daily Happy Hours in 
Montrose from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m., this 
neighborhood watering hole is a popu-
lar spot. Drag shows occur Wednesday 
through Sunday, and the bar hosts 
karaoke on Mondays and Wednesdays.
817 Fairview, Houston TX 77006

Blur Bar 
This multi-level dance club features an 
upstairs lounge and balconies, with 
weekly events including Travesura 
Thursdays and Latin Saturdays.
710 Pacific St, Houston TX 77006

BUDDY’S
“EveryBUDDY’S welcome” at this 
modern LGBTQ bar with “events 
as diverse as Houston.” The bar 
features cocktails, beer, karaoke, 
pool, DJ’s, and more. 
2409 Grant St STE A, Houston TX 77006

Club Crystal
With roots going back to the iconic 
club Inergy, Club Crystal is Houston’s 
original LGBTQ Latino nightclub. Find 
some of Ingegy’s décor at this two-
room Latin/hip-hop club. 
6680 Southwest Freeway, 
Houston TX 77036

Club Geminis
The newest LGBTQ club in Southeast 
Houston, where couples are welcome.  
Friday-night super show with Rosselyn 
D Montiel. $3 shots. No cover, free 
parking.
10705 Gulf Freeway, Houston, TX 77034

Crocker Bar
This comfortably remodeled Montrose 
nightspot offers karaoke on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, and extended Happy 
Hour prices throughout the week.
2312 Crocker, Houston TX 77006

Eagle Houston
As part of the worldwide Eagle family, 
Eagle Houston is the definitive home of 
the man’s man. Leather, bear, or jock, 
you’ll find them all here. This neighbor-

hood bar has multiple levels and 
outdoor decks, and regularly features 
DJs and male dancers.
611 Hyde Blvd., Houston TX 77006

George Country Sports Bar
Regulars rule at this comfortable neigh-
borhood sports bar with dart boards 
and pool tables. Sports fans can watch 
games on televisions, and Steak Night 
with chef Michele Free is on Thursday 
nights.
617 Fairview St, Houston TX 77006

Hamburger Mary’s Houston
This drag-queen themed downtown 
restaurant serves up the best in 
entertainment, delicious food, and 
gloriously yummy drinks.
1008 Prarie St., Houston TX 77006

JR’s Bar & Grill 
Proudly serving Montrose for 40 years, 
JR’s Bar & Grill offers drag Sunday 
through Thursday, karaoke Wednesday 
through Sunday, and daily Happy Hour 
specials on a spacious courtyard patio.
808 Pacific St, Houston TX 77006

KIKI
Montrose’s newest experience! Award 
winning DJs, spectacular cocktails, 
amazing lighting and huge screens 
make for the best club vibe in town.  
Doors open at 9p.  Thursday - Sunday.  
2409 Grant St., STE D., Houston, TX 
77006

La Granja Disco y Cantina 
One of Houston’s favorite Latin LGBTQ 
bars, La Granja Disco y Cantina is 
open Wednesday through Sunday and 
features daily Happy Hour prices, DJs, 
drag shows, and karaoke nights. 
5505 Pinemont Dr, Houston TX 77092

Michael’s Outpost
The only piano bar in Montrose offers 
great drinks, award-winning drag 
shows, and a roundup of talented 
musicians taking turns on the keys 
seven nights a week.
1419 Richmond Ave, Houston TX 77006

Neon Boots Dancehall & Saloon
Houston’s only LGBTQ country dance 
hall is open Wednesdays through Sun-
days and hosts dance classes, steak 
nights, bingo, and karaoke.
11410 Hempstead Hwy, 
Houston TX 77092

Birria Tacos

M-T: 11am-9pm
F: 11am- 10pm
S: 8am-10pm

Sun: 8am-9pm

8788 Hammerly Blvd.
713.993.6486 

donalenatacos.com

DINE-IN
TAKEAWAY
DELIVERY

Best Mexican and Best 
LGBTQ-owned Restaurant;

One of the Best Lunch Spots, 
A� ordable Eats

and Friendliest Sta� 

Lets
Grab 
Birria 
Tacos 
Queens!
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Papi’s
Houston’s newest Latin LGBTQ club 
offers dancing, drag, and game 
shows all week long. Visit Papi’s 
and experience the spicy side of 
Montrose!
570 Waugh Dr, Houston TX 77019

Pearl Bar 
Houston’s only lesbian bar—one of 
just 21 left in the nation—is home to 
a wide variety of events including 
weekly drag-king shows, nationally 
known LGBTQ DJs, and a queer farm-
ers market on the patio. 
4216 Washington, Houston TX 77007

ReBar
This full-service venue offers  
distinctive food with Southern flair, 
a popular patio, multiple bars, VIP 
bottle-service areas, a large dance 
floor, and some of Houston’s most 
acclaimed resident DJs. 
202 Tuam St, Houston TX 77006

Sabroso Patio Bar 
and Restaurant
Northwest Houston’s newest 
LGBTQ destination, serving delicious 
food and cocktails in a beautiful 
patio setting.
5503 Pinemont Dr, Houston TX 77092 

South Beach
Montrose’s favorite dance club has 
re-opened to rave reviews. South 
Beach’s state-of-the-art sound, laser 
light show, and world-class DJs make 
the club a must-visit destination.
810 Pacific Street, Houston TX 77006

RIPCORD
Since 1982, this leather bar has been 
a fixture in Houston’s LGBTQ com-
munity. It’s where the wild, the weird, 
and the kinky gather on a nightly 
basis—no pretense, no gatekeep-
ing, just pure camaraderie and 
debauchery. 
715 Fairview, Houston TX 77006

Tony’s Corner Pocket 
If you love a friendly bar staff, sexy 
male dancers, and entertaining 
showgirls, Tony’s Corner Pocket is the 
perfect spot. The bar is open seven 
days a week and hosts shows like 
Tornado Tuesdays, Wepa Wednes-
days, and Sassy Saturdays.
817 W. Dallas, Houston TX 77019

Viviana’s Nite Club
This weekend-only LGBTQ Latin 
dance club is home to a variety of  
DJs, singers, talent shows, and  
Sunday strippers.
4624 Dacoma St, Houston TX 77092

GALVESTON

23rd St. Station Piano Bar
This upscale piano bar with an 
extensive martini menu offers daily 
drink specials. Happy Hour prices 
from 4 to 7pm and live entertainment 
every evening. Closed Monday and 
Tuesday. Weekends include a full-
service outside garden patio bar. 
1706 23rd Street 
Galveston 77550

Robert’s Lafitte
Texas’ oldest bar has been open for 
over half a century, and is home to 
Galveston’s original drag show. 
2501 Avenue Q, Galveston TX 77550

Island Time Bar and Grill
Located at the historic Seawall Bou-
levard on 31st Street, this Galveston 
spot offers dancing, food, drinks, drag, 
and a wide variety of themed nights.
3102 Seawall Blvd, Galveston TX 77550

HUNTSVILLE

Ranch Hill Saloon
The first (and only) LGBTQ bar in 
Walker County offers DJs, dancing, 
drink specials, and drag shows.
1000 12th St, Huntsville TX 77340

SPRING

The Room
This bar and video lounge has a 
laid-back atmosphere and features 
daily drink specials, karaoke, 
free pool, drag shows, and 
live DJs several nights a week.
4915 FM 2920 #148, 
Spring TX 77388

COLLEGE STATION

Halo
The only LGBTQ dance club in 
Bryan/College Station is this sleek 
spot located smack in the middle 
of Aggieland. 
121 North Main Street, 
Bryan TX 77803
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Charles Garibay
Houston Eagle

Shifts: Monday & Wednesday 4–9 pm,
Thursday–Saturday 9 pm–2 am, and Sunday Funday 12 Noon–9 pm

What is your favorite shot
to make? To drink?
I like to make Lemondrops and
Starf--kers—a tasty Crown Royal
and Red Bull shot!
Where is your favorite place
to drink when not on duty?
I’m a non-drinker, so you can usually
find me out riding my bike.
What is a current bar drink
trend you’d like to see end?
Please end the Mexican Candy
Shots (tequila, watermelon liqueur,
and hot sauce).
What are you best known for?
I’ve been with Mark DeLange, the owner
of the Eagle, for 10 years since he opened.
Most people know me for my Blue Balls
Shot, which is a blueberry vodka mix.
What is the best and worst holiday
to work?
Best holiday: I’m going to count Pride as
a holiday, so Pride and Halloween are the
best because people are in great spirits.
Worst holiday: New Year’s Eve and St.
Patrick’s Day, when all of the amateurs
are out!
Biggest tip from
one customer?
$500 during a big party when a major

B E H I N D  T H E  B A R  W I T H  .  .  .

sporting event was in town—$500
on a two-bottle champagne tab!
Who are the hardest
customers to please?
Young drunks are the
most stubborn.
If you weren’t a bartender,
what career would you choose?
I think I always wanted to be
a commercial airline pilot.
Favorite restaurant?
The small neighborhood taquerias
in the Second Ward.
Favorite travel spot?
Playa del Carmen, Mexico.
Dream vacation?
A European tour starting in the boot
of Italy, then Greece, maybe France,
and the UK.
Best advice to a new bartender
in an LGBTQ bar?
Be real, be humble, and smile.
Remember that everyone
is welcome!
Desired super-power?
Gotta be the power of flight—in my
dreams, I fly!
Theme song?
The “Peanuts” theme song
from Charlie Brown.

B A R  G U I D E

HOURS:  Mon-Sat 7am–2am • Sunday 12pm–2am
617 Fairview • Houston, Texas • 713.528.8102

SPORTS BAR

All

Vodka Drinks

$550

Voted the Best
Place to Watch Male Dancers
Tues. and Thurs, – Sunday Nights

There’s always something going on at TONY’S CORNER POCKET!

817 W. Dallas
713.571.7870

Nightly Specials – Call for Details
Cold Beverages & Hot Guys!

Houston’s Hottest 
Male Amateur 
Strip Contest 

Headquarters!

Voted the Best
Place to Watch 
Male Dancers

Tues. and Thurs, – Sunday Nights

There’s always something going on at TONY’S CORNER POCKET!

Nightly Specials – Call for Details
Cold Beverages & Hot Guys!

817 W. Dallas
713.571.7870

Houston’s Hottest 
Male Amateur 
Strip Contest 

Headquarters!

THURSDAY 
Bites & Bingo

FRIDAY 
Trivia then Rotating
Weekly Drag Shows

SATURDAY
Brunch, ReBarlesque

then Joe Ross

SUNDAY
Brunch then Sunday Service

F O O D ,  C O C K T A I L S ,  N I G H T L I F E

2 0 2  T U A M  S T R E E T  H O U S T O N ,  T E X A S  7 7 0 0 6
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Readers’ 
Choice 
Winner 

Best 
Massage 
Therapist

ZeppelinMassage.com

713.542.0426

Tom Zeppelin, LMT

Galveston 
Beach 
Rental

34thandbeachrental@gmail.com 
713/370-1911

MARKETPLACE 
ADVERTISING DEADLINE

April 15  for the May Issue. 
For rates/information

call 713/520-7237.

COMPUTER SERVICES

M A R K E T P L A C E  C L A S S I F I E D S FOR LEASE OR SALE

Send your cover letter 
and resume to 

employment@outsmartmagazine.com

APPLY TODAY!

We have immediate openings for 
experienced advertising executives 

at OutSmart Media Company.

Salary, commissions, and benefi ts.
A creative, fun environment.

EMPLOYMENT

Stay COVID-19 Safe

YOUR COMPUTER ASSISTANT

NOW WITH
REMOTE SUPPORT!

NOW WITH 
REMOTE AND IN HOME SUPPORT!

1802 Market 
Circa 1928 • Norwegian 

Lutheran Seamen Church
Over 4,000 with 

2nd floor huge sanctuary
$495,000

4817 Avenue Q 1/2
2nd floor RENTAL

3 bedrooms, 2 baths
$2150 monthly

1921 57th Street
3/2/1 • Full kitchen! • $257,000

DOES ADVERTISING WORK?

IT JUST DID!
Build your business while  

supporting the community!

FOR RENT

Foster Me.

Rescued Pets Movement, Inc. (RPM) is a Houston-based nonprofit 
providing a second chance for thousands of homeless dogs and cats 
through rehabilitation and transport to forever homes in communities 
throughout the country that have a need for adoptable pets. 

Rescued Pets
Movement

Visit www.RescuedPetsMovement.org/Foster-Us

You can help by becoming a temporary foster home partner.

LILLY RODDY
A S T R O L O G E R

Voted BEST ASTROLOGER 
by OutSmart Readers

713.529.5842
Lillycath@aol.com • www.LillyRoddyShow.com

CONSULTATIONS BY 
APPOINTMENT ONLY

GIFT CERTIFICATES • CREDIT CARDS

Right now is the perfect opportunity
TO BE PROUD OF WHO YOU ARE
TO BE COMPASSIONATE TO
YOURSELF AND OTHERS

Voted BEST ASTROLOGER 

TO SHOW GRATITUDE TO THOSE
YOU LOVE AND TRULY APPRECIATE

Thank you again 
to my OutSmart 

readers for voting me 
Best Astrologer for 
all of these years.”

Personal astrological sessions

Relationship readings - personal / business

Presentations & lectures to organizations

David@DavidBowers.com
Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate Gary Greene 

2615 Broadway • Galveston, Texas 77550

David Bowers
REALTOR® 
409-763-2800

The Houston 
Women’s Group

 A diverse multi-generational, multi-cultural 
feminist group for all women where each  

one defines her own feminism.

Speakers, conversation, and lunch afterward

EVERY SUNDAY • 10:30 AM

FIRST UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST 
5200 Fannin St. @ Southmore Blvd.

Room 302 • Elevator accessible
~ where women learn, connect, and rise!

www.facebook.com/houstonwomensgroup

ANNOUNCEMENTS

MASSAGE
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S I G N  O U T

ARIES (Mar. 21–Apr. 19)
This is your yearly birthday, or “solar return” as we say in 
Astrologese—your personal new year for reviewing the 
past year and looking forward to the next year. This is an 
especially good time for you, with more opportunities to 
expand your life and your present goals. Family is defi-
nitely your focus this month. You may want to entertain 
more at home, consider remodeling or relocating, and 
deal with family issues directly. You will be acting more 
directly, and may have less patience than usual. You will 
want to find positive ways to release this energy through 
exercise, yoga, or martial arts. Later in the month, you 
look at your finances and your skills. You want to do 
something fun that inspires passion. The eclipse on the 
19th may open new doors. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20–May 20)
This is a big month for you, with Mercury going retro-
grade in your sign on the 16th. As the month begins, you 
are in a rest-and-retreat mode. This is a good time to 
gather your thoughts and get centered for the rest of the 
month. You are more sensitive to things than usual. Later 
in the month, you will begin to stick your head out as 
your energy builds and you are feeling more grounded. 
You are exploring ways to make your dreams come to 
fruition. You are moving into a time of leadership and 
taking your life into your own hands. You may consider 
starting your own business, or if you are older, cutting 
back and enjoying a less demanding life. We have more 
energy for our daily activities and taking care of events 
from the past while Mercury is retrograde in your sign.  

GEMINI (May 21–June 21)
Overall, you are in a more stable time of decision-making 
and paying attention to your boundaries. This is a much 
better time for social activity, connecting with friends, or 
working for a community cause. This is a better time for 
business, sales, and presenting your skills. You will also 
want to have more fun this month. In the latter half of 

the month, you are taking some time for rest and retreat. 
This is a great time to enjoy creature comforts. You may 
be questioning your spiritual beliefs, and you are more 
open to alternative views about spirituality and life after 
death. Watch your spending this month, as you are more 
likely to impulse-shop. Your ruler, Mercury, goes retro-
grade this month, so take time to focus on the past. 

CANCER (June 22–July 22)
This a busy, active, and energetic time for the Moon 
Kids. Mars, planet of action, self-protection, health, and 
instinctive responses, visits your sign for the next 54 
days. Mars is always best for initiating new activities 
and ventures. Try to get as much as possible started 
before April 16 when Mercury goes retrograde. That’s the 
time to focus on projects you have started, and work on 
planning for your next quests. This is an excellent time to 
focus on your health, diet, and just being generally more 
active. You Cancerians will be short on patience as you 
take life more personally! Your career area is very active 
with new opportunities. This can be a great time to take 
a leadership role, or expand into something you can be 
in charge of. Friends are much more supportive toward 
the end of the month.

LEO (July 23–Aug. 22)
This is going to be an active social and career-focused 
month. As the month begins, you are open to new ideas 
and furthering your education. This is also a very good 
time for travel and expanding your presence on social 
media. In the latter half of the month, you’ll be paying 
attention to your career, family, and social expectations. 
Mercury will be retrograde in this area of your Zodiac. 
You may be rethinking decisions about career choices, 
or correcting some problems that were overlooked. You 
have been looking to do something new, and this may 
be the time when you are triggered to consider other 
options. Close friends can be helpful if you reach out for 
their help! This is also the time to pay more attention to 

your investments and spending. Money may be tight, 
and you will want to be more conservative. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.22)
You are entering a time of improving your boundar-
ies in relationships, both business and personal. In 
positive relationships, this is a great time to set new 
goals for the future. In difficult partnerships, this is 
the time to resolve those problems or move on. With 
your ruler, Mercury, going retrograde on the 16th, you 
should get as much started as you need to. After the 
16th, it is time to review and focus on the past. In the 
first half of the month, you are paying attention to 
your finances, and especially to freeing yourself from 
debt. This a good time for refinancing, especially 
with Mercury retrograde after the 16th. In the latter 
half of the month, you are more creative and want 
to share your knowledge with others. This is a great 
time for teaching or taking a class, stepping outside 
of your own culture, and taking a more global view 
of the world. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23–Oct. 23)
The majority of planets are in the relationship area 
of your horoscope, so this is a great time to have a 
partner, look for a new partner if you are single, and 
just learn how to have a better relationship with 
yourself. If you are single, this continues to be a good 
time to meet new people. This is also a better time 
to deal with lawsuits or attorneys. In the latter half 
of the month, you are focused on your finances and 
the state of the economy. With Mercury retrograde 
in that area of your horoscope, this may be a good 
time to consider refinancing, getting rid of debt, and 
exploring new investment possibilities. This is a 
great time to do research, but taking action needs to 
wait until after May 20. The eclipse on the 20th could 
feel very personal. That could be a great mental-
health day!

Mercury, the planet of communication, will be going retrograde 
April 16–May 20 in Taurus. This will have a significant impact 
on the fixed signs of Taurus, Leo, Aquarius, and Scorpio, but 
everyone will feel its effects. This is a good time to review the 

past, complete unfinished projects, and reconnect with old friends—but 
try to avoid starting new ventures, as things may not work out as smoothly. 
On April 19 at 11:13 p.m., a powerful solar eclipse in Aries may have a 
significant global impact. The month starts with the sun in Aries, moving 
into Taurus on the 20th—the same day Mercury goes retrograde. Venus re-
mains in Taurus until May 10, and Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune, 
and Pluto maintain their positions in Cancer, Aries, Pisces, Taurus, Pisces, 
and Aquarius, respectively. April 7, 8, 10, 11, 23, 25, and 29 are good days to 
look forward to, while caution is advised on April 3, 14, 15, 20, and 21.A
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By LILLY RODDY

Mercury Goes 
Retrograde

A powerful Aries solar
 eclipse on April 19.
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half of the month is better for learning new apps, replac-
ing old equipment, and being more outspoken about what 
is going on in your life. In the latter half of the month, you 
are thinking about your family. It’s a good time to connect 
with those you haven’t seen in a while. You may also want 
to do some house repairs and even consider downsizing 
to give yourself more freedom. The eclipse on the 20th 
may provide clues on how to approach that. This is a very 
good time to restart exercise or diet programs—and get 
results!

PISCES (Feb. 19–Mar. 20)
Career and relationship decisions, improving your 
personal boundaries, and stability are all on the agenda 
this month. You are reviewing your sense of self-worth 
and looking at ways to improve your financial picture. You 
may be asking for a raise or increasing your fees. This 
is a much better time to market yourself. With your new 
boundaries, you are tired of being the responsible one 
who doesn’t get the recognition. In the latter half of the 
month, you are more introspective. You want to change 
your routines so you have more flexibility. The latter half 
of the month is a better time to contact people from your 
youth. Your actions this month need to take you forward!

For more astro-insight,
lillyroddyshow.com.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24–Nov. 21)
This is going to be a very busy month for you. Your 
work is very busy and perhaps even chaotic. This is a 
good time to get organized and re-establish positive 
routines in your life. Co-workers can be more difficult 
and demanding. The eclipse on the 20th could open 
new doors for you and break through the stalemate. 
In the latter half of the month, you are much more 
engaged in your relationships. Mercury will be ret-
rograding there, and you will hear from people from 
your past. Mercury retrograde can be difficult if you 
are having partnership problems. You will not be able 
to move forward until those issues are addressed.  In 
Mercury retrograde times, difficult partnerships often 
come to an end. Home and family are becoming more 
and more important in your life. Changes could occur 
that reorders the family. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.22–Dec.21) 
You are looking to have more fun and be more creative 
in early April. If you have children, this is a great time 
to be with them—they bring out the playfulness in 
you! This is a super time to enjoy your hobby or a get-
away, but after the 16th it’s time to get back to work. 
It’s an especially important time to pay attention to 
details at work. You may need to go back and resolve 
some issues you missed. These are more likely to oc-

cur at your workplace. Your personal routines may seem 
off. This is an important time to pay attention to your 
health and exercise regimen. In the larger picture, you are 
reviewing your career path. You may be planning to do 
something entirely different. If you are older, you may be 
looking at cutting back and having more time to yourself. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22–Jan. 19)
Home and family continue to remain one of the strong ar-
eas of focus in your horoscope. This can be a super month 
for a family reunion, remodeling, relocating, and expand-
ing your family through births and marriages. You may 
want to spend more time at home and enjoy the fruits of 
your labor. Your partnership requires some attention this 
month and next. This would be a great month to get away 
and renew those bonds. If left unattended, there could be 
more disagreements and fighting. If you are single, the 
first half of the month is a good time to meet new people. 
After the 16th, it’s best to keep your options open. In the 
latter half of the month, you are looking for ways to bring 
more joy into your life. You are more creative and are 
enjoying your life more. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20–Feb. 18)
As the month begins, you should be fairly busy with lots 
of personal plans that you want to get done to make life 
easier. You may hear from family and siblings. The first 
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When a wind stirs from the 
east these days, it’s not Mary 
Poppins who’s about to drift 
in—it’s Estella Blow, the 
self-proclaimed “Roly-poly 
of Houston.” This stellar 

performer is equal parts glamazon and perfor-
mance artist. She’s edgy, unafraid to break the 
rules, and padded for the gods. Read on to 
find out her secrets to blowing away the 
competition. 

Pronouns?
In drag: she/her. Out of drag: 
he/him. But honestly, any-
thing’s OK as long as you’re 
not being disrespectful. 

Inner Avatar?  
Aang, the last airbender.

Hometown? Houston

Drag birthday? March 2014 was my first 
performance ever, at Meteor.

What got you interested in drag?
Right after I got home from my Mormon 
mission, I came out to my family. Eventu-
ally, I went on a date and they took me to 
Meteor. I saw Kofi and thought, “Where 
are we?” I found out we were at an amateur 
drag contest. I eventually competed in that 
contest and made the Top 3. I’m competitive, 
so I went back to win, and that’s that.

Describe your performing persona.
Estella is the party girl who’s there for a good, 
gay time—but not a long time. I want to have 
fun and make sure everyone is enjoying them-
selves. Also, being bodied down and inciting 
chaos are always part of Estella’s game.

Any story behind the name?
I knew when picking a name that I wanted a 
funny pun. I asked my cousin what one of the 
best things in the world is, and he said, “A good 
blow job.” So, we came up with Estella Blow—
as in, a stellar blow.

Ultimate goal as a performer?
My ultimate goal as a performer is to have 
people forget about their problems and just en-
joy the chaos of Estella. Put down the worries 
and enjoy the moment! 

Chaos Queen
 Estella Blow works the party with her trashcan-turned-glam style.

W I G G I N G  O U T

By SAM BYRD  |  Photo by ALEX ROSA

What’s your guilty pleasure? 
Watching Facebook Live videos of queens 
who are delusional and think they are it.  

Describe your aesthetic.
My aesthetic is stupid, body, and camp. If 
you’ve got the body, flaunt it! Even if you 
don’t have the body, flaunt it. 

What’s your must-have accessory?
Platform shoes. I live, laugh, and love 

them.

Favorite drag character from 
the media?
My favorite drag characters are 

straight men who do it and everyone 
loves it, but when a queer person wants 

to, it’s bad and dangerous [eye roll]. I also 
love Bugs Bunny drag! 

What was your dream job as a child? 
I wanted to be a plastic surgeon. But math is 

hard, and that’s too much school.

Marry, Shag, Kill: Marge Simpson, 
Marjorie Taylor Greene, and Mar-
jorie Lee Browne? 
We are shagging Marge Simpson at her 
house in hopes that Ned Flanders joins 
in. We are killing the Republican, and 
we are marrying Marjorie Lee Browne 
because she got A’s in math. (Then 

maybe that way I would have money and 
she’d help me become a plastic surgeon.)

How would you describe Houston’s 
drag scene for a visitor? 
Houston’s drag scene is so diverse and has 
so much talent hiding in it. We have a show 
for any kind of entertainment you want. We 
are that city—point-blank, periodt.

Any advice for up-and-coming  
performers?
Stick with a persona and don’t change it 
every second. Also, you don’t need 10 names 
to be a part of the family! 

Anything else? 
Drag is an art form, and we need to stand  
up for it—especially now. Make sure you 
vote, or go to the lawmakers and let your 
voice be heard! We are literally under  
attack right now.

Follow 
Estella Blow on 

Instagram 
@estellablow.



Walk in or call (713) 814 3730 
to make an appointment!

120 Westheimer Road
Houston, TX 77006

For hours, visit WellnessBarByLegacy.org 

Wellness Bar accepts most HMO/PPOs, Medicaid, and Medicare, and we have sliding scale fee and programs to help reduce the cost of services.

Health Care Reimagined

NEW! HIV prevention and treatment injectables now available! 
Let our experts help you decide if a daily pill or monthly injectable is best for YOU.

Wellness Bar, a spa-like health center right in the middle of Montrose, offers easy 
access to rapid testing services, wellness support, and immediate connection to 
primary and specialty care.

Free rapid hepatitis C, HIV, syphilis & pregnancy testing

Screening & treatment of STI/STDs

Same-day PrEP (safe, everyday HIV prevention)

Preventive care

Connection to primary & specialty care

Spa-like health center with personalized services

Maggie White, FNPJames Carroll, MD



AFTER SHOW EVENT: OUT@TUTS MAY 25

ONLY AT  THEATRE UNDER THE STARS MAY 16 – 28

FUNDED IN PART BY

HOUSTON ARTS ALLIANCE
THROUGH

THE CITY OF HOUSTON
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