LATINX LEADERS: Spotlighting our LGBTQ advocates and championsrg.0

HOUSTON'S LGBTQ MAGAZINE '

ARTS &
ENTERTAINMENT

SEPT. ’°23

Al

LOCAL

QUEER TONI LEAGO’S THEATRICAL
SPECTACLE CHALLENGES
CREPAQELVES THE CULTURE WARS

Pg.58

6 Degrees Dance members
Davis Stumberg (r) and
Travis Prokop in a scene
from Pop Demo

" ALLYSHIP
IN ACTION

\u Pg.36



“l LOVED MY DENTIST SO MUCH, | MARRIED HIM!”

2 BEag
ao? fa

F. I]lllemarl:
(g 1jesls
T

. o, wr??
Voted Best

Dentists!

-

MONTROSE

GENERAL & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

SAMUEL A, AUSTIN T.
CARRELL, DDS FAULK, DDS
\'f - . I. PHILIPS
e VEaen

Z00M!

T ——



FOR GOOD

LGBTQ Houston’s Premier Annual Gala

Friday, October 6, 2023 at 7 PM
The Ballroom at Bayou Place
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Getting tested for HIV is
quick, easy, and FREE.

Find a location near you OR request an at-home test kit at
LegacyCommunityHealth.org/GetTested.

Plus, learn which HIV prevention and treatment options work for you.
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to a newly formed LGBTQIA+ Commission (pg. 20)
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BAYOU CITY

UNCOMPROMISING
EXCELLENCE IN DENTISTRY

| Dr. Ruby Charania Y g t&
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\- - Dr. Marcus de Guzman Dr. Cynthia Corral an = j’!!

\ ; Gayest and Greatest 22 Gayest and Greatest ‘22
Voted Best Male Dentist Voted Best Female Denffst (&

I f' A\
FREE Whitening- for Life!

Veneers, Implants, Esthetic Fillings & Smile Makeover | In House Financing
Your Dentist is Certified in Oral Conscious Sedation | Most Insurance Accepted

OUR SECOND LOCATION AT
MONTROSE COLLECTIVE IS NOW OPEN!

888 Westheimer Rd. Ste., 212
Houston, TX 77006

Cosmetic & General Dentistry 2313 Edwards St., Ste. 150
713.518.1411 Houston, TX 77007

BAYOU CITY SMILES Arts District @ Sawyer Yards ‘ Montrose Collective

Favorite Dental
Hygienist Finalists:

KATE, MAGDA AND TU BAYOUCITYSMILES.COM
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For nearly sixty years we've provided essential
care for the place we call home.

Saving lives in the middle of the night
at a nationally renowned trauma center. -
o

Providing equitable prevention and treatment at
the first HIV care facility of its kind in the coHntry.

You might not know our name.
And that’s okay.

YOU’LL KNOW US BY THE WORK WE DO.

WE LIVE THIS

HARRISHEALTH

L.O.A.F. - LESBIANS OVER AGE FIFTY

Lesbians Over Age Fifty have a good time! LOAF provides
opportunities to socialize several times throughout the
month. Activities range from:

- Guest speakers * Hikes

- Theater «+ Axe throwing

« Museums « Pickle ball

- Restaurants « And much more!

We try to have something for everyone. Come
get involved and make new friends or reacquaint with
old ones. Community is good for the soul.

www.lesbiansoverage50.org -+ loafhouston@gmail.com

NOW PUBLISHING IN OUR 30™ YEAR!

Out~Smart

Houston’s LGBTQ Magazine

Publisher/Editor-in-Chief Greg Jeu
Creative Director Alex Rosa
Copy Editor Howard Maple

Contributing Writers
Olivia Flores Alvarez, Rich Arenschieldt,
Bill Arning, Susan Bankston, Connor Behrens,
Jenny Block, Sam Byrd, David Clarke, Dick
Dace, Blase DiStefano, Andrew Edmonson,
Ste7en Foster, Alys Garcia Carrera, Martin
Giron, Lillian Hoang, DL Groover, Marene
Gustin, Kim Hogstrom, James Hurst, Lisa
Keen, Ryan M. Leach, Zachary McKenzie,
David Odyssey, Joanna O’Leary, Lilly Roddy,
Terri Schlichenmeyer, Gregg Shapiro, Janice
Stensrude, Sheryl Taylor, Terrance Turner,
Grace S. Yung

Photographers/Illustrators
Edgardo Aguilar, John-Paul Arreaga, Victor
Contreras, Dalton DeHart, Yvonne Feece,
Frank Hernandez, Ashkan Roayaee, Alex Rosa

Operations Manager Michael Gurnas

Sales and Marketing Dept.
Local Advertising Reps 713.520.7237
Tom Fricke, Chris Lew, Gene Mikulenka

National Advertising Representative
Rivendell Media - 212.242.6863

OutSmart
Media Company

Publishers of OutSmart Magazine
3406 Audubon Place - Houston, TX 77006

713.520.7237 « 713.522.3275 Fax

Subscriptions: $42/12 Issues, $78/24 Issues

E-mail: editor@outsmartmagazine.com
Website: OutSmartMagazine.com

OuTSmART is published monthly. Estimated readership in
Houston and surrounding areas is 60,000. OutSmart Media
Company is not responsible for claims and practices of
advertisers. The opinions and views expressed herein do
not necessarily reflect those of the staff or management
of OuTSmART. Inclusion in OutSmaRT does not imply sexual
orientation. ©2023 by OutSmart Media Company. All rights
reserved., Reproduction in whole or part without permission
of the publisher is strictly prohibited. Unsolicited material is
accepted. No manuscript returned without SASE.

Financial support provided by

OutSmart Foundation
for Community Media

Support local LGBTQ independent media.
Make a tax-deductible donation at

outsmartmagazine.com/outsmart-foundation

8 SEPTEMBER2023 | OutSmartMagazine.com




WE'VE NEVER SHIED AWAY FROM WHAT IS RIGHT.

For over 40 years, we have provided exceptional health care services with a

warm welcome to our entire community. And that will never change.

L COMMUNITY HEALTH

Learn More at LegacyCommunityHealth.org



YOUR DAILY LGBTQ NEWS SOURCE

NATIONAL NEWS « LOCAL FEATURES + LIFESTYLE
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT « EVENTS & CALENDAR

OutSmartMagazine.com f ¥ ©

Support OutSmart’s
LGBTQ journalism

For 30 years, OutSmart has brought award-winning
coverage of LGBTQ news to Houston. Consider making
a tax-deductible donation to the Outsmart Foundation

for Community Media, a 501(c)(3) organization that
supports OutSmart’s journalism. Your support helps us
to continue telling the stories that impact our lives and

celebrating the diversity of our community.

Thank you for your support!

You can also donate by
texting OSF30 to 53-555.

Use your phone’s camera
to scan the QR code here

OutvSmartZ’)

Houston’s LGBTQ Magazine B .
Or visit: givebutter.com/

outsmartfoundation
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MANAGE. GROW.

SBA can help your small business.

Looking to take your small business to the next level?
SBA can show you how, with free resources, advice,
great marketing solutions, and more.

Administration
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

TH

AARON ROBISON

UEER

StoPD®

STAGE
September 8-17

A MIDSUMMER
NIGHT'S DREAM

Houston Ballet launches its
45th season with an adaptation
of Shakespeare’s A Midsummer
Night’s Dream. The stunning three-
actballetis based on Shakespeare’s
romantic comedy of the same
name, and brings the hilarity and
hijinks of alove potion gone awry to
the stage.

Choreographer John Neumei-
er’s 1977 adaptation is one of his
most popular creations, and Hous-

ton Ballet was the first American
ballet company to perform the
famous work.

OuTSMART magazine will
partner with Houston Ballet for
a September 15 OUT at the Ballet
performance featuring 25 percent
off orchestra-level seats, a com-
plimentary drink voucher, and
accessto areserved areabefore
the show and during intermission.
tinyurl.com/2n2bujmk

STAGE
September 8

SAM SMITH

Iconic nonbinary musician Sam Smith comes to the Toyota Center.
Don’t miss the artist behind hits such as “Unholy” and “Stay with Me.”
tinyurl.com/2sd8x835

12 SEPTEMBER 2023 | OutSmartMagazine.com

FACEBOOK

STAGE
September7

JAGGED LITTLE PILL

tinyurl.com/4z9fe8w?2

Theatre Under the Stars presents Jagged Little Pill. This Out@TUTS
performance brings Houston’s LGBTQ community together after the
show with areception featuring drinks, light bites, and live music.

w
o
<
=
=
T

M o
o
=]
=
o«
e}
e
>
T
o
4
=]
=
=
[}
T
E
<
=



COMMUNITY
September 6

LGBTQ+
POLITICAL CAUCUS

The Houston LGBTQ+
Political Caucus meets for
ageneral meeting ahead of the
2023 election cycle.

COMMUNITY
September7

RISING LEADERS

Rising Leaders, the Montrose
Center’s young professionals
group, meets for arcade games
and drink specials at FAO HTX.
Free entry, with games covered.

NIGHTLIFE
September 9

| NUMBERS
45TH ANNIVERSARY

Celebrate Numbers’ 45th an-
niversary by dancing the night
away, with the opportunity to
spin the wheel for big prizes.

tinyurl.com/mtseu9ce tinyurl.com/ya777bbd tinyurl.com/3kz5vx23
STAGE COMMUNITY STAGE NIGHTLIFE
September 13 September 16 September 22-October 22 September 22

P] PARTY

Join the slumber party at Pearl
Bar Houston dressed in your
comfiest PJs to see the H-Town
Kings. A fun night complete with
glow sticks.
tinyurl.com/4udténtk

PIN LIM

STAGE
September 23-24

BEYONCE
WORLD TOUR

Beyoncé’s Renaissance World
Tour is coming to her hometown.
Celebrate the world-famous

artist and her most recent album,

Renaissance.
tinyurl.com/2s3hmnht

TRANSGENDER
UNITY BANQUET

The Transgender Unity Banquet
celebrates Houston’s trans com-
munity with featured speakers
Dr. Cody Pyke, Dr. Lulu, Mister
McKinney, and poet Kris Win-
ters. Tickets available online.
tinyurl.com/p6kxv6bn

HOUSTON "CHROME"
KIKIkicks off “Renaissance”
weekend with Deviant Events’
all-night party. This “intention-
ally sexy party” is curated for
and by Black and brown queer
people. Allies are also welcome.
tinyurl.com/kaum4tnu

AMERICAN MARIACHI
It’s the 1970s, and girls can’t be
mariachis—or can they? Attend
the Alley Theatre production on
October 5 for a pre-performance
LGBTQmixer.
tinyurl.com/3b335ksw

COMMUNITY
September 23

GAY 10K

Hit the streets and join the run
at the Gay 10K, which partners
with dozens of nonprofit organi-
zations to raise funds.
tinyurl.com/y82du5se

COMMUNITY
September 23-24

HOUSTON TURKISH
FESTIVAL

Houston’s Turkish community
celebrates with food, coffee,
Tuana folk dancing, and more.
Tickets online or at the door.
tinyurl.com/yjv7npkj

STAGE
September 16-October 15

WHAT THE CONSTITUTION MEANS TO ME

Main Street Theater presents this two-time Tony Award-win-
ning and Pulitzer finalist play—a dramatic exploration of the
Constitution’s profound impact on women’s bodies. There will be
aspecial Pride Night at Main Street Theater pre-show recep-
tion on October 5 featuring light bites and signature cocktails.
tinyurl.com/4ntfcj6u

o

More Queen Tings To Do —»
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presents

STARDUST: THE SONGS
of HOAGY CARMICHAEL

Hoagy Carmichael was one of the most successful American song-
writers to not write for Broadway. The composer of such evergreen
hits as Skylark, Up the Lazy River, Georgia on My Mind, In the Cool
Cool Cool of the Evening, Ole Buttermilk Sky, and of course, Stardust,
Carmichael's music says America like no one else’s. This is sure to
be a toe tapping party, so come join the fun!

OCTOBER9, 23 & 30™

Tickets at paulhopecabarets.org

OVATIONS NIGHT CLUB
2536 Times Blvd., - Houston, TX. 77005
Performances will be Mondays at 7:30 pm

New Gonstruction, Renovations,
Weekly Maintenance & Repairs

SUMETHING SIMPLE OR EXOTIC

We have the talent and experience
to achieve your design and budget!

\ /
\V4

VENTURE

POOL COMPANY

Family Owned & Operated since 1999
713.462.0762 | venturepoolco.com
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

QUEERTHINGS to D®
SAVE the DATES

COMMUNITY
October 27-30

QUEER FEAR CAMP

Attend an 18+ Halloween-weekend camp at Lake Houston Wilder-
ness Park, featuring midnight hikes and lots of games. Ticket price
includes meals, snacks, and drinks throughout the weekend.
tinyurl.com/2s3kvhsr

COMMUNITY
October 14

KATY PRIDE

Join our neighbors in Katy for their Pride celebration featuring a
mainstage full of performers, vendor and nonprofit booths, and
more. tinyurl.com/sctyrcke

COMMUNITY
October 6

OUT FOR GOOD GALA

The Montrose Center’s annual fundraising event celebrates
National Coming Out Day and the retirement of longtime
Montrose Center director Ann J. Robison. An after-party follows
the gala festivities. tinyurl.com/3br3vus2

NIGHTLIFE
October 20-22

GLUE WEEKEND

Misfits Houston’s Gear, Leather, Uniform, Etc. (GLUE) Week-
end is the groups’s premier fetish celebration. The weekend will
include an opening party, vendor market, the Mr. Third Coast
Leather contest, cigar socials, a Saturday night Misfits Ball,and a
Sunday tea dance. Host venues are KIKI and BUDDY’S.
tinyurl.com/2s3cpj2y

STAGE
November 25

BARBIE DRAG-QUEEN PARTY

Come on, Barbie, your party hasn’t ended yet! Attend this Barbie
drag performance and celebrate every possible shade of pink.
Tickets available online. tinyurl.com/mr2zasuk

Q Submit your events at calendar@outsmartmagazine.com
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AMIDSUMMER
NIGHT’S DREAM

September 8-17
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Saonsared by OutSmart

FRIDAY, SEPT.15
7:30 PM
Join us for Out at the Ballet night at

A Midsummer Night’s Dream
on September 15 at 7:30 PM.

Use promo code
OUTBALLET to save 25% off
orchestra-level seats along witha
complimentary drink voucher and
access to a reserved area before the
show and during intermission.,
All are welcome.
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On July 27,2023, a Summer Spritz Party was held at
Miss Carousel. Pictured are Anthony Ferrell and Tracy
Hults.

On August 3, 2023, Main Street Theatre hosted a Pride
Night event. Pictured are Roy Daniel Martinez, Brock
Hatton, Andrew Ruthven, Lindsay Ehrhardt, and Joel
Quinones.

ribbon cutting on July 29, 2023. Pictured are represen-
tatives from The Mahogany Project and the Greater
Houston LGBT Chamber of Commerce.

SCENE 0UT

Photos by
DALTON DEHART AND CREW

Lululemon presented its Proud, Present & Future event
on July 30, 2023 at Heights House Hotel. Pictured are
Brian Hull, Jay Ware, Asher Payne,

and David McClintock.

A L 5 bR
On August 6, 2023, the Black Leaders Caucus of the
LGBTQ+ Victory Fund held a reception at the home
of Mayor Annise Parker and Kathy Hubbard. Pictured
are Jovon Tyler, Jolanda Jones, Elias Diaz, John
Humphries, Annise Parker, Venton Jones, Marty
Rouse, Jalen McKee-Rodriguez, and Kathy Hubbard.

The T.R.UTH. Project celebrated the legacy of James
Baldwin on August 6, 2023. Pictured are Jae Gray,
Stormie Holmes, PreechKid, The Wordmatician,
Joneric Wright, Jayda Winters, Noel Obi, Lauren
Ware, Brent Smith, Josie Pickens, J. Albert Nicklos,
and Kevin Anderson.

On August 16, 2023, The Diana Foundation held its Au-
gust meeting and check presentations at China Garden
restaurant. Pictured are Michael Leibbert, Kennedy
Loftin, Dr. Charlene Flash, David K. Johnson, and
Howard Huffstutler.

On August 24, 2023, the Greater Houston LGBT
Chamber of Commerce held a Power Happy Hour with
the Alliant Group. Pictured are Alexander Kirillov,
Tammi Wallace, and Braden Ford.

Essence International held its 2023 pageant at Crystal
Nite Club on August 20, 2023. Pictured are Deshawn
Trulove, Mr. Essence 23; Jinesys Sinclare, Miss Es-
sence 23; Hedi T. Iman, Miss Essence 24; Onyx, Mr.
Essence 24; Tiffany Mcknight Capri, Miss Essence
Plus 24; Beyoncia Black, Miss Essence Plus 23; and P.
Jassmyne Darnell, Miss Essence Classic.

On August 24, 2023, JD Doyle held a book signing at
Eagle Houston for his new memoir 1981-My Gay American
Road Trip: A Slice of Our Pre-AIDS Culture. Pictured are
Austin Davis Ruiz, Blake Mudd, JD Doyle, Judson Dunn,
Mister McKinney, Bryan Hlavinka, and Ryan C Wilson.

16 SEPTEMBER 2023 | OutSmartMagazine.com

Pride Houston 365 held its Volunteer Appreciation Party
at KIKI Houston on August 26, 2023. Pictured are Pride
Houston volunteers and attendees.

On August 25, 2023, Kindred Spirits held its annual
dance at The Ballroom at Bayou Place. Pictured are
Meleah Jones, Alex Torres, Kennedy Loftin, Tara
Converse, and Dan Cato.
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NEWS

Adbversity, Inequity & Exclusion

The Texas Legislature’s assault on DEI programs claims
the University of Houston's LGBTQ Resource Center as a victim.

hisyear, we’ve witnessed an
unprecedented attack on the
rights of marginalized communi-
ties, especially the most vulner-
able among us. From the ongoing
attacks on the right and ability of
trans people to exist authentically
and participate fully in public
life, to the threats on drag artists’ freedom of
expression and the ability of youth to access
books in school libraries with LGBTQIA+ con-
tent and storylines, Texas consistently ranks
astheleading harbinger of this national wave
of assaults. During this year’s Texas Legisla-
tive Session, 141 harmful anti-LGBTQIA+
pieces of legislation were introduced—more
than any other state in the nation.

Despite this, Texas also saw an unprec-
edented number of good bills introduced. To be
exact, 144 bills were filed to improve the lives
of all Texans, especially LGBTQIA+ Texans
and those living with or who are vulnerable to
contracting HIV.

The community and our queer and ally leg-
islators fought—as we always have and always
will—tirelessly and relentlessly to defeat as
many of these harmful bills as possible. As a
result, 133 of the bills (95%) aimed at attacking
our community died.

Yet, legislators succeeded in passing
seven harmful bills, including criminalizing
life-saving health care for trans adolescents,
banning trans athletes from competing in
collegiate sports, permitting the replacement
of trained school counselors with chaplains,
and attempting to abolish the Harris County
elections office.

The University of Houston’s LGBTQ
Resource Center has been caught directly in
these right-wing attacks on our fundamen-
tal freedoms, and in the efforts to rectify
historical inequity and systemic injustices
perpetuated against people of color, women,
and LGBTQIA+ individuals in institutions of
higher education. As aresult of Senate Bill 17,
which bans “diversity, equity and inclusion”

18 SEPTEMBER 2023 | OutSmartMagazine.com

By LANDON RICHIE

UH LGBTQ ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

UH students from the school’s LGBTQ Resource Center on their

way to the 2023 Houston Pride parade

(DEI) programs and policies in Texas public
universities, the LGBTQ Resource Center
has ceased to formally exist after 13 years of
service to the UH community.

In early August, queer and questioning UH
students in need of resources and support, as
well as our ally students and educators want-
ing to learn more about their responsibilities
as collaborators in the fight for LGBTQIA+
acceptance and justice, were faced with
haphazardly-mounted paper signs announcing
the closure of the Center. Following aresponse
from the University stating that these signs
were posted “prematurely” and thatan SB 17
compliance plan was still being finalized, an
email sent to students during the first week of
the semester confirmed what we feared: with
just aweek of notice, the LGBTQ Resource
Center was closing.

The LGBTQ Resource Center provided
the UH community with services and sup-
portinthree crucial areas:

Education - Services included train-
ing for ally staff, faculty, and students to
increase their awareness of issues that
LGBTQIA+ people face. This included pro-
grams to increase students’ knowledge and
understanding of the lives of LGBTQIA+
people.

Involvement — The Center emphasized
the cultivation of leaders through avenues
such as storytelling and advocacy training,
aswell as giving LGBTQIA+ students the
responsibility of representing the Center,
planning outreach events, and creating
awelcoming environment for all in the
Center.

On-campus Support Systems — The



Center offered a space and opportunities for
students in need of support to connect with
peers who understand the difficulties that LG-
BTQIA+ students at UH experience. The Peer
Mentoring Program and Rainbow Chats were
critical in providing support, building friend-
ships, and sustaining community connections.

For many students at UH, the Center was
the first place they sought out to find others like
them and to become familiar with University
policies and attitudes affecting LGBTQIA+
students. The transition from high school to
college is difficult enough without having to
consider how a new school may embrace—or
neglect and discard—its queer students. The
mere existence of an office like the LGBTQ
Resource Center can be an indication of the
school’s affirming environment. In the absence
of any official supportlike the Center, students
can feel abandoned as pawns in a political game
of chess.

This gutting of DEI programs and offices
like the Center is part of an alarming GOP
trend to censor viewpoints and realities that
subvert or threaten “traditional (white, cis-
heteropatriarchal, ‘Christian’) values.” Earlier

FASHION SHOW A

INALANFASHION.COM

this summer, a professor at Texas A&M was
suspended for criticizing Lieutenant Gover-
nor Dan Patrick in alecture. Then another
candidate for atenured position at A&M had
her job offer rescinded because of her support
for DEI initiatives, racial equity, and diversity
programs. A&M’s Board of Regents explained
in atextthread that such a hire—meaninga
liberal Black woman—wouldn’t have aided the
university in their goal of injecting a “high-
quality Aggie journalist with conservative
values into the market.”

When students protest and call for the
disinvitation of on-campus speakers (such as
the self-proclaimed “theocratic fascist” Matt
Walsh, who is aleading figure in the crusade
to eradicate trans and queer people), we are
accused of destroying and endangering free
speech and blamed for enabling “cancel cul-
ture” and the “silencing” of conservative voices
on college campuses. Yet, stripping professors
of'their livelihoods for expressing opinions
about elected officials and the need for diver-
sity training—opinions protected by the First
Amendment—is considered by school officials
to be acceptable. This state-sanctioned silenc-

ing goes hand in hand with the far-right
attempts to revise school curricula to
omit any reference to the horrors and
present-day implications of slavery and
erase the historical existence of queer
people. Inextricably tied with these
attempts are also moves to mandate

the outing of queer and trans students

to parents, ban books with trans and
queer characters from libraries, disallow
displays of support for trans and queer
students in classrooms, bar the creation
of LGBTQ+ clubs, prohibit the referral of
students to crucial LGBTQ+ resources
like the Trevor Project, and deny trans
students the right to use their correct
names, pronouns, and restrooms (see,
most recently, Katy ISD).

Landon Richie (he/him), a senior at the
University of Houston, has led local and
state initiatives to expand trans rights.
He serves on the board of the GenderCool
Project, and is also involved in policy work
with the Transgender Education Network
of Texas (TENT).

ETHEREAL BLOOMS

A COLLECTION INSPIRED BY THE RADIAMCE OF SAN MIGUEL DE ALLENDE
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Voted one of the Best Female Eye Doctor
Outsmart Readers’ Choice Awards 2021
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NEWS

[Ml(Eliia C. Gonzalez

Appointees Named to

the Harris County’s
LGBTQIA+ Commission

Advocate Brad Pritchett will fill one
of the Commission’s 11 seats.

By MARENE GUSTIN

rad Pritchett, the field director for
Equality Texas, has been appointed
to the new post by Harris County
Precinct Commissioner Lesley
Briones and was approved
by the Commissioners
Court on August 30. He is one of the first
six appointees for the history-making
LGBTQIA+ Commission.

“Iam honored to be appointed to the
Harris County LGBTQIA+ Commission
and grateful for the leadership of Com-
missioner Briones,” he said. “Ilook for-
ward to working with the other members
to advance equality for the community.”

Commissioner Briones introduced
the measure to create the LGBTQIA+
Commission on June 6—the same day that
the Human Rights Campaign was making
history for a different reason.

“The Human Rights Campaign has
declared anational state of emergency for
LGBTQIA+ people for the first time in its
history following a slate of harmful and
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discriminatory legislation across the nation,”
said Commissioner Briones at the time. “Rep-
resentation matters. This Commission will
ensure voices of the LGBTQIA+ community
are front and center in the County’s decision-
making processes.”

The reportreleased by HRC, LGBTQ+
Americans Under Attack, details more than 75
anti-LGBTQbills that have been signed into
law this year alone, more than doubling last
year’s number, which was previously the worst
year onrecord.

Regarding the August 30 appointments, she
added: “Now, more than ever, we must ensure
LGBTQIA+voices are represented in Harris
County’s decision-making processes.”

Commissioner Briones named Pritchett
and Dr. Maria C. Gonzdlez as her appointees. In
total, the LGBTQIA+ Commission is comprised
of 11 seats, nine of which are appointed by the
Court. Members of the new Commission will
then appoint the remaining two seats.

Dr. Gonzdlez will fill the at-large 9 position.
She is an associate professor of English at the

University of Houston and is aleading author-
ity on Mexican American literature, Chicana
writers, feminist and queer theory, sexuality,
and pedagogy. Gonzalez was among the core
group of faculty, staff, and students who helped
establish the LGBTQ Resource Center at UH
which, unfortunately, was closed on August 31
due to the Texas Legislature’s Senate Bill 17,
which prohibits public institutions of higher
education from maintaining Diversity, Equity
& Inclusion (DEI) offices and conducting DEI-
related trainings, programs, and activities.

“Ithank Commissioner Briones for this
opportunity to serve, and for the honor to be
part ofthe inaugural Harris County LGBTQIA+
Commission,” Gonzdlez said. “Because the
LGBTQ+ community can still be discriminated
against at the local and state level, I applaud
Commissioner Briones for creating this com-
mission to begin to address that issue, and look
forward to working with the group.”

In addition to Pritchett and the Gonzalez,
Commissioners Court approved the following
members of the LGBTQIA+ Commission:

Brandon Mack (Position 1) and Kylie
McNaught (at-large Position 6), appointed by
Precinct 1 Commissioner Rodney Ellis.

Victoria Cordova (Position 2) and Ramiro
Fonseca (at-large Position 7), appointed by
Precinct 2 Commissioner Adrian Garcia.

This fall, the County Judge’s Office will
nominate appointees for Position 5 and the
at-large Position 8. Precinct 3 Commissioner
Tom Ramsey, the only Republican on the court,
has notyet submitted his nominees. He was the
lone vote against creation of the LGBTQIA+
Commission, and his office did not return a
phone call as of press time.

Itisunclear what will happen if Ramsey
does not appoint anyone, although it is possible
those two seats would be appointed by the other
commissioners.
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Federal Judge Halts Ban
on Drag Performances

Federal judge issues temporary restraining order, says Texas law
banning drag shows is “likely” unconstitutional.

S. District Judge David Hittner
temporarily blocked a new state
law Thursday from going into
effect that would have criminal-
ized sexually-oriented perfor-
mances in front of children or ef-
fectively banned some public drag shows.

LGBTQ+ groups sued the Texas at-
torney general’s office, hoping to stop
authorities from enforcing Senate Bill 12,
which was signed by Gov. Greg Abbott in
June and was scheduled like most new
laws to go into effect Friday.

In atwo-day hearing earlier this
week in Houston, a drag performer and
entertainment businesses said Texas
lawmakers’ effort to regulate these
shows was an unconstitutional attempt
to stifle their freedom of expression.
Though Hittner did not issue afinal order
on Thursday, he found the plaintiffs’
argument compelling.

“Based on evidence and testimony
presented at the hearing, the court finds
there is substantial likelihood that SB
12 as drafted violated the First Amend-
ment of the United States Constitution
under one or more of the legal theories put
forward by the plaintiffs,” Hittner wrote
in the temporary restraining order.

Hittner said allowing the law to take
effect would likely cause “irreparable
harm” to the plaintiffs. He issued the
restraining order to maintain the status
quo of the legal landscape while preparing
afinal decision — the restraining order
does not guarantee a permanent injunc-
tion. He said his order could come two to
four weeks after the hearing.

By WILLIAM MELHADO, TEXAS TRIBUNE

Photographer Sarah Bork takes a picture of Brigitte Bandit during a local literacy event/

Photo credit Montinique Monroe for The Texas Tribune

Hittner heard testimony earlier this
week from LGBTQ+ groups, businesses and a
performer, which were plaintiffs in one of two
lawsuits against SB12. They argued the law
trampled on their First Amendment rights
to perform and organize drag shows. They
described drag as ahealing, expressive and po-
litical form of performance art with historical
connections to LGBTQ+ people.

“If allowed to take effect, SB 12 will make
our state less free, less fair, and less welcoming
for every artist and performer,” said Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union of Texas Attorney
Brian Klosterboer in a statement following the
judge’s decision. “This temporary orderis a
much-needed reprieve for all Texans, especial-
ly our LGBTQIA+ and transgender community,
who have been relentlessly targeted by our
state legislature.”

Defending the law, attorneys with the
Texas attorney general’s office said SB 12 was
narrowly tailored to protect children from
sexually-explicit performances. The new law
did not explicitly ban drag shows, lawyers for
the state said, and these performances should
not be considered expressive or receive First
Amendment protections.

However, shortly after signing the law,
Abbott shared a story on social media about SB
12’s passage and declared he had banned drag
performances in public.

“The people of Texas were appalled tolearn
of anincreasing trend of obscene, sexually
explicit so-called ‘drag’ performances being
marketed to families with children,” said Paige
Willey, the director of communications for
the attorney general’s office. “The Office of
the Attorney General will pursue alllegal —
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remedies possible to aggressively defend SB
12, the state law that regulates such perfor-
mances to protect children and uphold
public decency.”

Under the new law, business owners
would have had to face a $10,000 fine for
hosting sexually explicit performances in
which someone is nude or appeals to the
“prurient interest in sex.” Performers caught
violating the proposed restriction could be
slapped with a Class A misdemeanor, which
carries amaximum penalty of a year in jail
and a $4,000 fine.

Texas is one of six states that have
passed abill restricting “adult” or drag
performances, according to the Movement
Advancement Project, anonprofit that
trackslegislation related to LGBTQ+ issues.

Legal challenges to similar legislation
in Florida, Montana and Tennessee
have successfully blocked these laws
from going into effect. In June, a federal
judge in Tennessee, appointed by former
President Donald Trump, ruled the law is
unconstitutional in its effort to suppress
First Amendment-protected speech.

This article originally appeared in the Texas Tribune.

Rescued Pets Movement, Inc. (RPM) is a
Houston-based nonprofit providing a second
chance for thousands of homeless dogs and
cats through rehabilitation and transport to
forever homes in communities throughout the
country that have a need for adoptable pets.

You can help by becoming a
temporary foster home partner.

»%08 Rescued Pets
™) Movement

RescuedPetsMovement.org/Foster-Us
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IMPORTANT FACTS FOR BIKTARVY"®

This is only a brief summary of important information about BIKTARVY® and does not
replace talking to your healthcare provider about your condition and your treatment.

MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT BIKTARVY

BIKTARVY may cause serious side effects, including:

» Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. Your
healthcare provider will test you for HBV. If you have
both HIV-Tand HBYV, your HBV may suddenly get worse
if you stop taking BIKTARVY. Do not stop taking
BIKTARVY without first talking to your healthcare
provider, as they will need to check your health regularly
for several months, and may give you HBV medicine.

ABOUT BIKTARVY

BIKTARVY is a complete, 1-pill, once-a-day prescription
medicine used to treat HIV-1in adults and children who
weigh at least 55 pounds. It can either be used in people
who have never taken HIV-1 medicines before, or people
who are replacing their current HIV-1 medicines and
whose healthcare provider determines they meet
certain requirements.

BIKTARVY does not cure HIV-1or AIDS. HIV-1is the
virus that causes AIDS.

Do NOT take BIKTARVY if you also take a medicine
that contains:

» dofetilide
» rifampin
» any other medicines to treat HIV-1

BEFORE TAKING BIKTARVY

Tell your healthcare provider if you:

» Have or have had any kidney or liver problems,
including hepatitis infection.

» Have any other health problems.

» Are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not
known if BIKTARVY can harm your unborn baby.

Tell your healthcare provider if you become pregnant
while taking BIKTARVY.

» Are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed.
Do not breastfeed. HIV-1can be passed to the baby
in breast milk.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines

you take:

» Keep a list that includes all prescription and over-the-
counter medicines, antacids, laxatives, vitamins, and
herbal supplements, and show it to your healthcare
provider and pharmacist.

» BIKTARVY and other medicines may affect each other.
Ask your healthcare provider and pharmacist about
medicines that interact with BIKTARVY, and ask if it is
safe to take BIKTARVY with all your other medicines.

(¥) GILEAD

(bik-TAR-vee)

POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS OF BIKTARVY

BIKTARVY may cause serious side effects, including:

» Those in the “Most Important Information About
BIKTARVY” section.

» Changes in your immune system. Your immune
system may get stronger and begin to fight infections
that may have been hidden in your body. Tell your
healthcare provider if you have any new symptoms
after you start taking BIKTARVY.

» Kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your
healthcare provider should do blood and urine tests to
check your kidneys. If you develop new or worse kidney
problems, they may tell you to stop taking BIKTARVY.

» Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis),
which is a serious but rare medical emergency that can
lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider right away
if you get these symptoms: weakness or being more
tired than usual, unusual muscle pain, being short of
breath or fast breathing, stomach pain with nausea
and vomiting, cold or blue hands and feet, feel dizzy
or lightheaded, or a fast or abnormal heartbeat.

» Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead
to death. Tell your healthcare provider right away
if you get these symptoms: skin or the white part
of your eyes turns yellow, dark “tea-colored” urine,
light-colored stools, loss of appetite for several .
days or longer, nausea, or stomach-area pain.

» The most common side effects of BIKTARVY in
clinical studies were diarrhea (6%), nausea (6%),
and headache (5%).

These are not all the possible side effects of BIKTARVY.

Tell your healthcare provider right away if you have

any new symptoms while taking BIKTARVY.

You are encouraged to report negative side

effects of prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit

www.FDA.gov/medwatch or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Your healthcare provider will need to do tests to monitor

your health before and during treatment with BIKTARVY.

HOW TO TAKE BIKTARVY
Take BIKTARVY 1time each day with or without food.
GET MORE INFORMATION

» This is only a brief summary of important information
about BIKTARVY. Talk to your healthcare provider or
pharmacist to learn more.

» Go to BIKTARVY.com or call 1-800-GILEAD-5.

» If you need help paying for your medicine,
visit BIKTARVY.com for program information.

BIKTARVY, the BIKTARVY Logo, GILEAD, the GILEAD Logo, and KEEP BEING YOU are trademarks of Gilead

Sciences, Inc., or its related companies. © 2023 Gilead Sciences, Inc. All rights reserved. US-BVYC-0250 04/23



8% BIKTARVY®

hictegravir 50mg/emtricitabine 200mg/
tenofovir alafenamide 25my tablets

] >
*Source: /QVIA NPA Weekly, 04/19/2019.thr0ugh 01/20/2023.

|

No matter where life takes you,

. N >
\EINz YOU
Because HIV doesn’t change who you are.

BIKTARVY® is a complete, 1-pill, once-a-day prescription medicine used
to treat HIV-1 in certain adults. BIKTARVY does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS.

Ask your healthcare provider if BIKTARVY is right for you.

Person featured takes BIKTARVY and is compensated by Gilead.

Please see Important Facts about BIKTARVY, including important warnings,
on the previous page and at BIKTARVY.com.



I gotta say, the best
part of that beautiful,
perfect Trump indict-
ment handed down in
Georgialast month was
seeing all the photos
of Trump’s hapless co-
conspirators facing prison time if they are
convicted.

I've done alot of stupid things in my life,
like eating tamales anywhere north of Dal-
las, signing a contract under the warm glow
of neon light, or sharing my deepest secrets
with a Nigerian prince who emailed me to
say he was going to die next week and leave
me his fortune. But even I know that when
you’re an elections official in Georgia, you
shouldn’t send a damn written invitation
to Trump’s attorneys to come on down and
ransack the voting machines.

Iwould say “How dumb can you be?” but
those conspiracy nuts would see thatas a
challenge.

However, what I've really been fret-
ting over is something that everybody else
is overlooking: those space aliens are just
begging Governor Abbott to do something
damn awful.

If you do your own research (like all
the good MAGA Republicans do), you’ll
discover that the United States government
now refers to a UFO as an “Unidentified
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Green Men

The space aliens headed
for Texas should think twice.

LEFT OUT
By SUSAN BANKSTON

Aerial Phenomena.” Yep, now we have “UAP”
sightings. Our top officials know that changing
the name of something is areal effective strat-
egy when you don’t know what the hell else to
do. They picked “UAP” (which nobody can re-
member) to throw off reporters trying to snoop
around for the UFOs. The government should
justtake ahint from the hurricane people and
pick friendly names for each UFO—like Hazel,
or Polly Sue. That would make their sighting
announcements more memorable.

Anyway, let me tell you that I am certainly
not afraid of UFOs. They’ve been around since
before Iwas born, and they haven’t shot up any
elementary schools, told lies to get us into awar
inIraq, tried to steal an election (or even my-
my-my-my-my boogie shoes), perpetuated the
patriarchy, or canceled Nickel Beer Night
at the ball games.

But while I have no fear of UFOs, I am
terrified of how Governor Greg Abbott will
react to UFOs and the aliens that are prob-
ably onboard. Governor Abbott doesn’t think
highly of aliens, as he has demonstrated at
the Mexican border. If he believes he’s doing
the Lord’s work by pushing tiny children back
into the waters of the Rio Grande if they make
it across (or stringing up razor wire that has
trapped both children and pregnant women in
the water), can you imagine his plans for those
space aliens?

The Governor is very fond of billboards, so I

imagine he’ll use taxpayer dollars for billboard
messages like “Space Aliens: Too Green for
Seguin!” or maybe “Space Aliens: Peeing in
Your Swimming Pool from the Sky!”

After the billboard campaign, Abbott will
want to build on his success (!) at finishing
Trump’s border wall by announcing plans for
adding a ceiling across Texas to keep out the
UFOs.

And third, since it’s obvious the feds care
even less about space aliens than the ones
atthe border, it’ll be up to the State of Texas
to again pick up the slack. NORAD will be
replaced by NIMRAD—the Not In My Republic
Air Defense system. Recruiting volunteer
sharp-shooters to bring down the UFOs over
Texas will be abreeze once NIMRAD starts
giving out free gun scopes and baseball caps. I
just hope the volunteers don’t shoot down some
poor Jet Blue plane and tell us they were trying
to take out the “woke” Air Force’s fighter jets.

And that’s where we are.

Until next month, I know there are people
about my age who are mountain climbing, but
I get my thrills just getting one leg at atime
through my underwear without losing my
balance.

Susan Bankston lives in Richmond, Texas,
where she writes about her hairdresser at The
World’s Most Dangerous Beauty Salon, Inc.,
at juanitajean.com.
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MONEY SMART

By GRACE YUNG, CFP

Is Your Business Properly Structured?

Don't lose out on the key benefits of small-business ownership.

To date, according to the

National Gay & Lesbian

Chamber of Commerce

(NGLCC), the LGBTQ

business community

includes 1.4 million busi-
ness owners. By the NGLCC’s projections,
it estimates that LGBTQ-owned busi-
nesses contribute over a trillion dollars to
the US economy.

Starting and operating a successful
business requires careful planning and
strategic decision making. By understand-
ing areas like entity structuring, finan-
cial management, business succession
planning, and retirement plan options, you
will be better equipped to maximize your
company’s potential.

Choosing the Right Business Structure
One of the first steps in building a solid
foundation for your business is selecting
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the appropriate entity structure. There are
several possible options for structuring your
business. Each structure has its own set of ad-
vantages and disadvantages, so it is important
to understand factors like tax implications,
liability protection, and flexibility before mak-
ing a decision. Working with an experienced
tax professional or CPA can help.

The most popular business structures are
the Sole Proprietorship, the Partnership, the
Corporation, and the Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC).

Sole Proprietorship — A sole proprietorship is
the simplest and most common form of busi-
ness structure. This type of business is owned
and operated by a single individual. The main
advantage of a sole proprietorship is the sim-
plicity—there are no separate legal formalities
or paperwork required.

However, the business owner who operates
as a sole proprietor will also be personally

responsible for all of the company’s debts and
liabilities—including legal action that may be
taken against the business.

Partnership - The partnership is a type of
business structure that is formed by two or
more individuals who agree to share profits
and liabilities. Decision making and workload
can also be shared.

In addition, partnerships can offer more
flexibility in terms of distributing the com-
pany’s profits. It is important to note, though,
that general partners can be personally liable
for the company’s actions and debts. Lim-
ited partners could also be at some risk with
regard to any capital that they contribute to
the business.

Corporation — Corporations are separate
legal entities that are owned by their share-
holders. One of the primary advantages of a
corporation is the protection from liability



that it offers to its shareholder owners. In
this case, shareholders are not personally
responsible.

Also, corporations have a “perpetual”
existence, meaning that they can continue
even after the death of owners/sharehold-
ers. While corporations can raise money
by issuing stock, they can also be subject
to more complex legal requirements and
formalities.

An S-Corporation, or S-Corp, is a
special type of corporation that allows the
company'’s profits and losses to be “passed
through” to the shareholders’ individual
taxreturns. One of the big advantages of an
S-Corp is the mitigation of double taxation
on the company’s income.

On the other hand, S-Corporations can
also have certain eligibility requirements
and limitations on the number and the type
of shareholders that it can have, so it would
be important to have a good understanding
of what these are.

C-Corporations are yet another alterna-
tive. A C-Corpisalegal structure fora
corporation in which the owners, or share-
holders, are taxed separately from the en-
tity. Itis alegal structure for a corporation
where the company’s assets are separate
from the owners’ assets.

Limited Liability Company (LLC) - An
LLC, or Limited Liability Company, is a
type of “hybrid” entity that combines the
advantages of both a corporation and a
partnership. The main advantage of an
LLC isits owners, who are referred to as
members.

Limited Liability Company members
are not personally responsible for the li-
abilities or debts of the LLC. Also, Limited
Liability Companies offer flexibility in
terms of both management and taxation
options.

Managing Your Business Finances
Proper financial management is crucial
for the long-term success of any business.
Creating abudget, tracking cash flow, and
evaluating expenses are essential steps
in maintaining your company’s financial
stability.

In addition, using financial tools and
software could help you streamline the
bookkeeping process and provide you with
valuable insights for short- and long-term
decision making.

Another key area of your business strat-
egyistax efficiency. Understanding the tax
deductions and credits that are available to
businesses can assist you with minimizing
tax liability and increase profitability. —»

CONTINUED ON PAGE 68
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SMART HEALTH

By DARYL SHORTER MD

Becoming an Ally in Word and Action

Confronting bigotry is a necessary part of the equation.

On August 18,2023, 66-year-

old Laura Ann “Lauri” Car-

leton, identified in the media

as aclothing store owner, was

killed because she displayed an
LGBTQ Pride flag in her clothing shop located
in Cedar Glen, California. During her alterca-
tion with the murderer, 26-year-old Travis
Ikeguchi, she refused to remove the flag after
he unleashed abarrage of threatening homo-
phobic remarks. Ikeguchi then shot Carleton,
who died on the scene. He was later found by
police, opened fire on the officers, and was
killed when they returned fire.

Lauri Carleton was a wife and mother of
nine children, a businesswoman, and a friend
to countless people. She was also a staunch
advocate and ally of the LGBTQ community,
and she lost her life not only in defense of her
commitment to displaying the Pride flag, but in
support of the ideal that people should be able
to live and love without fear or compromise.

Lauri Carlton’s tragic death represents a
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call to action—both for those who identify as
LGBTQ and for allies of the community. Her
murder highlights how the continued spread
and promotion of anti-LGBTQ sentiment and
rhetoric on social media, in our schools, and
through our state legislatures directly impacts
the lives of all people. It’s not just sad, it’s scary.
Itraises questions about our safety, and chal-
lenges us to think: How far am I really willing
to go in defense of my beliefs?

Allyship Is an Action
Anyone and everyone can be an ally to some-
one. Being an ally to a particular community
is something we all have the opportunity to do.
There are so many different kinds of people we
can align with and work alongside in acommon
pursuit of progress and change. But is it enough
to simply call ourselves an ally? What is re-
quired to actually be considered an ally?

It’s not enough to simply claim that we
are an ally to a particular group. Many would
argue that the group itself should decide if an

individual is actually an ally. For instance,
there are examples throughout history of
legislators who claim to be allies to LGBTQ
folks, but then vote against measures that
support the community. Ultimately, their
actions did notline up with their words, so
the community, in turn, called them out on
their hypocrisy.

Allyship Means Confronting Bigotry
Calling people out for their bigoted views
is a form of allyship. This can occur when
someone assumes they are free to make
racist, sexist, homophobic, transphobic, or
ableist remarks or jokes. Confronting them
communicates that you do not agree with
their beliefs or statements. This is particu-
larly important because silence is often
mistaken for tacit approval. It also counters
the pervasive anti-LGBTQ narrative cur-
rently being pushed by the far-right haters.
Naturally, it can be uncomfortable to
tell another person—either at work or in our —
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social circles—that their statements are
not OK. Itis common to “freeze up” and
struggle with what to say in response to
bigotry. Typically, a hundred different
responses come to mind after the mo-
ment has passed. There can also be feel-
ings of guilt and regret over the failure to
stand up for others.

One helpful strategy is to prepare
in advance for the unfortunate, but
inevitable, likelihood that you will hear
someone say something offensive. Usu-
ally, people will back down after being
challenged. Perhaps you can memorize
aseries of statements that feel natural
and can be kept at the ready. Using “I
language” and focusing on how offen-
sive beliefs make you feel is a good way
to challenge divisive beliefs, since it
isnotdirectly accusatory. It’s hard for
people to argue with how you feel about
something, because your feelings are
your feelings.

“CALLING PEOPLE OUT
FOR THEIR BIGOTED
VIEWS IS A FORM
OF ALLYSHIP."

“That type of language makes me
uncomfortable.”

“Idon’t agree with that perspective.”

“lamanallytothe_______ commu-
nity, and I support their right to live and
love as they see fit.”

Memorizing statements like these
can be helpful in demonstrating allyship
with other communities.

Eachyear, LGBTQ+ Ally Week is ob-
served during the last week of September.
Although originally created as a national
effort to promote allyship among youth,
we now recognize its importance and
meaning for the broader community. It
serves as areminder that we can all take
greater strides toward promoting equal-
ity for all people.

How will you demonstrate your ally-
ship this month?

Daryl Shorter, MD, is a Diplomate of
the American Board of Psychiatry and
Neurology and is board certified in both
general and addiction psychiatry. His
clinical practice focuses on veteran
care, and he lectures widely on LGBTQ
mental health. Dr. Shorter can be
reached at dr.darylshorter@gmail.com.
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COMMUNITY

Empowered Aging

Positive Living Houston provides both community
and wellness advocacy for HIV-positive seniors,

In 2020, the pandemic of-

fered the world a glimpse of

what alife of isolation looks

like. For people transition-

inginto old age, oftentimes

those feelings of loneliness
are inevitable, and detrimental to their well-
being. Throw an HIV diagnosis into the mix,
and long-term survivors risk feeling particu-
larly alone.

Onelocal organization, Positive Living
Houston, is working to help older HIV-positive
men combat those feelings of isolation by cre-
ating a space where they can find dignity and
community, as well as help in navigating the
evolving healthcare system.

“At the moment, we are offering services
for HIV-positive men over the age of 50,” ex-
plains board president Jereme Scott. “We offer
socialization programs, educational programs,
and areferral service for any issues that should
be handled by social workers or a different
nonprofit.

“Although our mission states that we serve
those 50 years and older, we will not turn
any HIV- positive person away,” Scott adds.
“Whether that person is female, male, or an
adolescent, we will always be aresource for
them as best we can.”

The group occasionally meets in person,
but a majority of their gatherings take place via
Zoom.

“Our organization was initially called The
HIV and Aging Coalition Houston. We came
up against alot of roadblocks because of the
words ‘HIV’ and ‘Aging.’ People who are aging
with HIV don’t really want to talk about it,”
Scott, who received his HIV diagnosis 39 years
ago, says. “What our board decided to do was to
create an organization that had a more positive
approach than using those specific words.”

Scott and the Positive Living board are now
doing extensive work to engage with those who
aren’t as connected to their community (or
who have no family members to care for them
as they age). “What we concentrate on is trying
toreach those individuals who are at a turning
point in their life, where they don’t know which
way to go,” the leader explains. “It has been
very difficult to reach those individuals. It’s
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Positive Living Houston's new board members (I-r) Don Jones,
Curtis Love, Jereme Scott, Steven Vargas, and Rob Weaver

much easier to reach those who are well social-
ized within the community.”

Board member Steven Vargas explains
that he and his cohort know firsthand what
it means to be alongtime survivor. “As we
age, friends start passing away. We address
the isolation piece, as well as other stuffthat
comes up whenever we meet with folks in a
group—transportation, food security, medical
appointments,” he says. “Most of us around
that table have an awareness of where to direct
them for assistance.”

Although health care has advanced since
Vargas was diagnosed 20 years ago, he explains
that the datais lacking when it comes to how
HIVimpacts those 50 years of age and older.
“We’ve done a great job of providing medica-
tions that can help uslive long, healthy lives,
but it doesn’t end there like we thought it did
back in 1996. As HIV-positive people age, we
can start to feel some co-morbidities in our 40s

and 50s that folks [normally don’t] get until
their 60s and 70s. The chronic inflamma-
tion that occurs in our bodies due to the HIV
in our system exacerbates some of those
aging conditions.”

Inregardto health care, Scott agrees
that HIV care is no longer about mere
survival, and that we should now be focus-
ing on how the medical field can help HIV
survivors thrive as they transition into
their golden years. “I believe that in order
to create an environment of good health
for those of us who are aging with HIV, the
comprehensive health care that is provided
to aging individuals is no longer about just
apatient-doctor relationship. It requires a
holistic approach that addresses both the
virus and the aging process. We’re losing
our healthcare providers that [have decades
of experience in] treating HIV. It’s getting
difficult to find doctors who are specifi-
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cally HIV-related doctors. Sure, you can

go to Methodist Hospital, or you can go to
UTHealth and find doctors who work in
HIV, butit’s notlike it was 15 years ago,
where you had your primary-care physician
who was an HIV specialist.”

The group’s healthcare advocacy work
is done in tandem with addressing social
issues, such as the widespread stigma that
still surrounds HIV. “When we think about
residential homes or assisted living, we
hear about people having to go back into the
closet,” Vargas explains. “That’s another
place where they’re not really ready for us
justyet. We're trying to raise awareness on
those fronts, and help people who might be
experiencing some of the effects of those
conditions, and to get them to places that
they really want to be.”

Scott envisions a future where the orga-
nization becomes a stand-alone nonprofit
supported by grant funding, with an execu-
tive director and trained professionals on
staff. Until then, Scottlooks to the next
generation of leaders who will carry the

“WE TRY TO REACH
INDIVIDUALS WHO
ARE AT A TURNING
POINT IN THEIR
LIFE, WHERE THEY
DON'T KNOW
WHICH WAY TO GO."

—Jereme Scott

torch. “HIV and aging is becoming a very
important segment of the HIV community,
because of all of the medical advancements
that continue to extend the lifespan of indi-
vidualsliving with HIV. I personally have
had HIV for 39 years. I never thought I'd live
thislong.”

“Iwas drawn to Positive Living Houston
because I wanted to empower long-term
survivors and surround them with people
who can address whatever concerns they
might have,” Vargas explains. “My ultimate
goal would be that folks aging with HIV
should still be able to age with dignity, just
as they were planning to do before they
received their HIV diagnosis. They may feel
alone and not exactly sure what they’re go-
ing to do about certain situations that come
up, but we want to support them—and also
just have a good time with some folks.”

For more info, visit facebook.com/
Positivelivinghouston
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ALLYSHIP IN ACTION

Coalition Builder

The Montrose Center's Ann Robison reflects on
concluding her 35 years of service,

By RYAN M. LEACH

In December of 1988, Ann J.

Robison, PhD, became the

chiefexecutive officer of the

Montrose Center. Over her

35-year career at the helm of

the largest LGBTQ commu-
nity-focused organization in Houston, she has
played every role, and soon she will be playing a
new role: retiree. On October 6, Robison will be
honored for her work during the Montrose Cen-
ter’s Out for Good Gala, which is their annual
fundraising benefit.

“Ihave always been the CEO, but over the
years that has meant also answering the hot-
line, managing data security, being the ethics
watchdog, grant writer, grants manager, doing
building maintenance (including unstopping
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toilets and swamping out after hurricanes and
floods), and all the other things that go along
with being CEO,” she jokes.

Robison’s career has taken her through
three and ahalf decades of Houston LGBTQ
history. When she began, AIDS was ravaging
the community and that was the focus of the
Montrose Center. During her time, treating the
virus has evolved into taking one pill a day, and
preventive PrEP medication has given the com-
munity new hope for eradicating HIV transmis-
sion. The Center has also created programs
that support the lives of the LGBTQ youth and
seniors, and Robison notes that she counts the
Law Harrington Senior Living Center as one of
her biggest accomplishments.

“It took 10 years of research, planning,

COURTESY

and educating ourselves on this complex
project,” she notes. “The need for an af-
fordable, LGBTQ affirming, low-income
senior housing campus with services
attached was apparent from the stories of
volunteers, donors, and aging clients who
were fearful of moving farther outside the
core of Houston where services and neigh-
bors might not be as supportive [of openly
LGBTQ+ seniors].”

The Law Harrington Center was just
one of many programs developed under
Robison. In the mid-"90s, she started the
Anti-Violence program—in part because
she began her social-work career dealing
with sexual assault and domestic violence
work. (Many mainstream hate-crime
and domestic-violence programs are still
unable to adequately deliver services to
the LGBTQ community, according to
Robison.)

She also led the Montrose Center
intaking various existing and vitally
importantlocal programs under its
wings—programs like Hatch Youth, the
Gay & Lesbian Switchboard, AssistHers,
Lesbian Health Initiative, and Kindred
Spirits were able to survive and thrive
thanks to the Montrose Center and
Robison. After the Center expanded into
its current space on Branard Street, the
Center provided those groups with office
and meeting space. The entire building is
now vibrantly painted to reflectits role
as agathering place for the community it
serves.

“We are one of the oldest LGBTQ+
organizations in Houston, and we are
certainly the largest. We have been able to
be afiscal agent to many small groups that
justneeded administrative support and
a501(c)(3) to work under [so they could]
continue their good work and grow their
ideas,” she explains. “We have absorbed
several organizations that are very impor-
tant to the community and enabled those
programs to survive and thrive. And we
are honored that their founders trusted us
to honor their brand and their history.”

Over her 35 years, Robison has gained
asignificant amount of knowledge about
how best to serve the needs of Houston’s
queer community, which is constantly
evolving. “Working closely together with
the clinicians here to get the policies and
practices right is essential,” she says.
“Management and program staff have
different perspectives, but they are both
important to get the right approach. The
more diverse our staff has become, the
better our services and outreach has
become. And listen to the program par-
ticipants—they can have the best ideas for
what the community needs. Working with



other agencies in coalition is very im-
portant—in HIV, substance use disorder,
mental health, anti-violence, homeless-
ness, youth and senior-services issues.
Being above reproach in managing the
community’s money—both tax dollars and
donations—and the ethical implementa-
tion of services are paramount.”

As Robison departs the organization,
she understands that there are still things
left to be accomplished—in particular
things relating to LGBTQ youth. “I want-
ed to do more for youth and young adults
who are unstably housed. The system is
broken, and until the child-protection and
foster-care systems are overhauled in
Texas, there isn’t a good way to fund and
protect the mission of a dedicated shelter
or group-living project.”

“WE HAVE ABSORBED
SEVERAL ORGANIZATIONS
THAT ARE VERY
IMPORTANT TO THE
COMMUNITY, AND
ENABLED THEM TO
SURVIVE AND THRIVE."

—Ann Robison

While there will always be plenty
of work for organizations that support
marginalized communities, Robison has
earned her retirement. She plans to travel
more with her partner, Greg Gladden, and
she wants to spend more time with her
94-year-old father in Pennsylvania and
even watch more Korean dramas.

But first, the community will have an
opportunity to thank her for 35 years of
service at the gala on October 6. “I have
never been one to stand out front, unless
it’s protesting an injustice,” she admits.

“I prefer to do all the behind-the-scenes
strategizing and implementation, and let
others be the face of the Center. So [even
though this gala] will be a bit embarrass-
ing and humbling, I am very happy to be a
vehicle to showcase the Center’s pro-
grams and services. We can get more done
together than alone, and we can be the
voice of conscience to these mainstream
coalitions about LGBTQ+ inclusion.”

For Gala tickets, or to send

anote of thanks to Ann Ro-
bison, visit montrosecenter.org/
event/2023-out-for-good-gala.
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ALLYSHIP IN ACTION

An Ideal Ally

Chris Hollins hopes to advocate for marginalized
communities as Houston City Controller.

By IAN L. HADDOCK

hris Hollins is probably a name
you’ve heard about in the last
three years, but he has been
invested in marginalized com-
munities for his entire life. Being
reared in public service by his
parents (who fostered more than
20 children), he was impacted
by their unselfish generosity from a very early
age. It was amindset that animates his career
as arising Houston politician: Regular folks
trying to help their neighbors.

Now in his mid-30s, Hollins rose to nation-
al prominence in 2020 as the Harris County
Clerk who spearheaded innovative approaches
to increasing voter engagement during the
pandemic. Initiatives like 24-hour drive-
through voting locations were successful in
boosting early-voter turnout citywide. He is
currently a candidate for City Controller in
Houston’s upcoming municipal elections. Hol-
lins is a graduate of Morehouse College, Yale
Law School, and Harvard Business School.

Since I met Chris two years ago, he has
been a consistent example of what it means to
be an LGBTQ ally. Even with all of his politi-
cal and professional acclaim, he stillhas a
progressive heart for people at the margins.
You’ll find him connecting people to resources,
creating economic opportunity, and advocat-
ing on behalf of the LGBTQIA+ community in
away thatis unheard of among heterosexual
Black males. When he shows up to our spaces,
heiswilling to listen and learn from the com-
munities he serves.

Oftentimes, allyship is hard to define
because it is so nuanced, but Chris defines it as
“afriend that has your back and is willing to go
to battle on your behalf, even if they don’t share
your background.” Itis that commitment that
shines brightly in his work as he continues to
move people forward.

Allyship is necessaryin the current politi-
cal and social climate as anti-LGBTQ legisla-
tion injects stigma, fear, and even violence
into everyday conversations. With estimates
of the queer community comprising just over 7
percent of the American population, it will be
nearly impossible to move the needle toward
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an equitable future without the help of
politicians like Hollins joining our fight for
justice and equal rights.

“For anybody considered ‘other,” the gov-
ernmentis trying to limit equal opportunity
and attack them,” Hollins notes. “I hope for
afuture where everyone knows that being
themselves won’t limit the scope of what
they are capable of achieving.”

This helps to put allyship into a perspec-
tive tangible to everyone. In whatever ways
you hold privilege or power, you can use that
power to be abetter ally to marginalized
people—starting with envisioning a better
outcome than the world currently envisions
for them.

Allyship is important because it focuses
us on the people who need the most help and
increases their opportunities for success.
Further, that type of focus allows us to see
that allyship is not just for one commu-
nity; all marginalized people need to come
together in solidarity and support of a more
equitable society. From whatever position
you hold, you can find ways to pursue ally-
ship in meaningful and impactful ways.

“When I look back on my life, I want to
focus on the difference that allyship made

Daniel R. Garza, MD
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“WHEN | LOOK BACK
ON MY LIFE, | WANT
TO FOCUS ON THE
DIFFERENCE THAT
ALLYSHIP MADE IN
PEOPLE'S LIVES."

—Chris Hollins

inpeople’slives as I see neighborhoods rebuilt,
better access to transportation, and revital-
ized parks for all Houstonians. I also want to
lay a foundation where small-business owners
with diverse backgrounds can grow, and I
want to get people set up for success with bank
accounts, better credit, and necessities like
internet access.”

The core of allyship is about the uplift-
ing of voices that are silenced. bell hooks, an
acclaimed writer and thought leader who
passed away in 2021, introduced a framework
widely known to movement work called the
“margin-to-center theory.” Though the theory
was initially focused on feminism, it applies
to all marginalized identities including queer

people and people of transgender experience. It
asserts that by centering those at the margins
when considering solutions, you can create
more expansive solutions that can impact more
people. Allies should strive to use this concept
in our varying roles as we promote solutions to
the problems we’re all experiencing.

Chris Hollins has found the balance in cen-
tering this approach to allyship. “I don’t want
anyone to have to be lucky just to get a fair shot.
Everyone should experience a Houston that is
safe and that appreciates us as we grow, thrive,
and excel.”

Allyship is about more than saying nice
things about those who are at the margins.
Ideally, it’s a commitment that can propel
them to greater visibility, opportunity, and
sustainability. That commitment takes cour-
age, but the payoffis a better society, stronger
communities, and a brighter future for all.
“We’re in a critical time,” Hollins concludes.
“Our job as neighbors is to connect people to
real solutions.”

Ican’t think of anything more ideal than
that.

Follow Hollins’ campaign for City
Controller at chrishollins.com.
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LATINX LEADERS

Raising Funds

and Raising the Bar

Margarita Pérez Frinsco excels at building

bridges among diverse communities.

argarita Pérez Frinsco lives on
Houston’s Near Northside with
her wife, Jessica Lindsey Frinsco,
their son, Gededn, and their two
pets. Margarita is alifetime inner-
looper and is now leading the philanthropic
efforts for the Cullen College of Engineering
at the University of Houston, where she is the
senior director of advancement. Although
she was both born and educated in Houston,
her roots extend even deeper into the LGBTQ
community and her Mexican heritage. She

is a dynamic Houston leader who is able to
leverage her intersectionality and talent to

build bridges within the community—and also

within her family.
Margarita points to a meaningful bridge-

building opportunity she had during this year’s
Pride Month celebrations. “As Pride Houston’s

Female Identifying Grand Marshal, and the
only Spanish-speaking parade marshal, I

had the exclusive opportunity to speak to the
Spanish media, share my story, and talk about
the importance of Pride. It was such a special

moment because I was able to include two huge

parts of my identity. I am the proud daughter
of Mexican immigrants from small towns and
traditional upbringings. I am so proud of our
[family’s] journey together, and their loving,

supportive stance that allowed us to have diffi-

cult (and sometimes hurtful) conversations to
get to the place we are today. My parents now

call Jessica my wife (we started with “amiga”),

and they absolutely love our son.”

Margarita and her family enjoy spending
time in Galveston, a place that holds special
meaning for them. “We were married there
in this beautiful historic church building,
The Lyceum. As ayoung girl, my family
would spend many summer days playing on
the beaches, fishing, and even camping a few
times,” she recalls. “We also have a tradition
of spending along Halloween weekend with a
group of longtime friends, visiting some of our

UH LGBTQ ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

By RYAN M. LEACH

the Misfits Ball.”

In Houston, Margarita typically goes for
some famous Houston staples like Miller Out-
door Theatre or watching the Houston Dash
team play at Shell Energy Stadium.

Before coming to UH, Margarita began her
career organizing volunteer-led fundraisers,
which allowed her to practice the fundamen-
tals of fundraising. She earned her under-
graduate degree in communication from the
University of St. Thomas, and her MBA from
UH’s Bauer College of Business. Margaritais
also an alumni of the Excellence for Nonprofit
Leadership program sponsored by the Fort
Bend Chamber of Commerce and funded by
The George Foundation.

“Iwent to a Catholic university where, for
four years, a group of students and I led efforts
to ask that the institution add sexual orienta-
tion and gender expression to their nondis-
crimination policy. We were never successful,
but it helped us connect and develop friend-
ships. I have always felt grateful to live in such
alarge city with so many LGBTQ+ organiza-
tions that cater to the various interests of our
community members,” she says.

When Margaritabegan her career at UH,

she initiated a coming-out-at-work conver-
sation that many queer-identifying people
feel obligated to have, especially in the cur-
rent Texas political climate. She felt great
relief over the support she received. “Before
I accepted the position, I had coffee with
the person who would be my supervisor
and very seriously told him that I needed to
share something. I heard myselfsay ‘Tam
alesbian,’ and saw the concern on his face
turn into relief and mild amusement. I had
been out for a few years, and I wanted to be
in an environment where I could continue
to be out. His response provided assurance
that the team, the institution, and he per-
sonally valued the experience and perspec-
tive I could provide. To put it simply, UH
has provided an environment where I can
be myself, engage fully in community, and
excel professionally.”

Last month, UH officials announced
that the Texas Legislature’s recently passed
Senate Bill 17 requires them to reconfigure
their campus Diversity, Equity & Inclusion
programs, including the resource center
that supports LGBTQ students. Although it
isyet to be determined what the future has
in store, people like Margarita can continue
to serve as proof'that the University is still
awelcoming place for queer students.

“Iam so disappointed and saddened by
how the new laws are impacting UH stu-
dents,” she says. “I hope students harness
their emotions into motivation to register
to vote, and turn out on November 8 and let
their voices be heard.”

Margarita now has her sights set on
future leadership opportunities like the
prestigious Leadership Houston program,
as well as the League of Women Voters’
Rising Stars program. Both organizations
would be lucky to count Margarita among
their ranks.

2023 Pride parade grand marshal Margarita
Pérez Frinsco waving to onlookers.

Follow Margarita Pérez Frinsco at
linkedin.com/in/margaritafrinsco

favorite shops along The Strand and attending
what used to be called the Witches Ball, now
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» ~ "AS THE ONLY SPANISH-
SPEAKING 2023 PRIDE
PARADE MARSHAL, | HAD
THE OPPORTUNITY TO
SPEAK TO THE SPANISH
MEDIA AND SHARE
MY STORY."

—Margarita Pérez Frinsco
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A Writer’s Revolution

César Ramos uses his publishing venture
to create spaces for Latinx creatives.

hen César Ramos embraced
his queer identity, he
turned to the familiar world
ofliterature for content
regarding his lived experi-
ence. What he discovered
was that the only relatable
stories he found were those
penned by white female writers. His hunger for
queer Latinx media representation led Ramos
to found Raspa magazine, a print publication
that focuses on the marginalized voices of
self-identifying queer Latinx creatives in the
US and abroad.

Today, the trailblazer works tirelessly to
amplify the queer Latinx experience, both in
print and through public events that provide a
platform for new literary voices.
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The Mexican-born wordsmith explains
that coming out to his family was not a negative
experience. “If anything, going into the cre-
ative arts was more of an issue [for them] than
me being gay,” he says with alaugh. “There is
alot of stigma that Latinos have to navigate—
from hyper-sexualized perceptions, to having
our integrity questioned due to our documen-
tation status and/or financial stability. Thad
to navigate those when I was engaging with
people, in away I feel many don’t have to even
consider.”

Ramos goes on to explain that queer col-
loquialisms create alanguage barrier for dual-
language speakers. “I have queer language that
Icanaccessin English, but it is really difficult
to translate into Spanish because those words
don’t exist in the Spanish language quite yet.

I've had tolearn how to navigate this duality
of language when it comes to queer language
and queer writing.”

Earlyin his career as an editor, Ramos
began to explore his identity and ultimately
came out as gay. His search for published
stories that reflected his own experience
led him to find a host of works written by
women who were, as Ramos puts it, “writ-
ing about sexuality and oppression they
faced because of their sex.” Although he
could relate, somewhat, to these stories, he
was frustrated by the lack of queer Latinx
literature. “Why can’t I have greater access
to some poetry, essays, and nonfiction
works that more closely mirror my own
existence—my own experience?” he asked,
before taking matters into his own hands

ALEX ROSA



in 2012. “That was the inspiration for the
magazine. My goal was to make queer sto-
ries that closely mirror people’s existence
more accessible for people to view, under-
stand, and experience.”

Ramos takes pride in Raspa’s aes-
thetic as well as its content. “For along
time, creative communities of color have
been relegated to other spaces that are not
formally recognized. They weren’t wel-
comed into museums, galleries, or national
publications,” he notes. “Raspa started as a
zine, and after receiving some funding and
community support, we were able to raise
the level of quality really quickly. It was im-
portant to me that people of color were able
to experience the joy and acceptance from a
magazine that showcases the importance of
their work through a quality publication.”

Ramos was determined to create a print
publication that didn’t exist solely in the
digital space. “These creators know that
someone has enough faith and trust in their
ability as writers to invest time, money, and
energy to create something thatistan-
gible—something that they can hold on to
permanently. I think that’s beautiful.”

In addition to publishing Raspa, Ramos
hosts literary events entitled Rough Nights:
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Raspa magazine

A Reading Series that feature queer Latinx
writers across the US. “For me, reading poetry,
fiction—reading anything—is very intimate.
It’s between you and whatever book, page, or
online blog you're looking at,” the community
advocate says. “Rough Nights brings a connec-
tion between the reader and the writer in a way
thatis more community oriented.”

With events taking place in Houston, New
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York City, Washington DC, and beyond, Ramos
purposefully selects venues that communities
of color may not always occupy. “Itis important
to be able to inhabit these spaces, and show
people that even though these people often-
times cannot financially afford to visit these
venues, it won’t stop us from getting the com-
munity connected and recognize them for the
work that they’re doing.”

Speaking about the impact of the Rough
Nights literary events that he’shosted, Ramos
says, “You can build community by reading
someone’s work, but it’s a stronger, deeper, more
meaningful bond when you can connect a face
and a conversation to whatever you're reading.
By doing so, you create a stronger community.”

Ramos humbly shies away from the term
“leader” when considering his position in this
movement. “I think the term leader relegates
everyone else in your community to followers.
Ilike to consider myself more of a facilitator. I
make things happen. I have the access and the
means to make things happen,” he says. “The
success of my community is my success. If I can
uplift my community, I am inherently uplifting
myself. That’s how I view my role in any project
thatIchoosetodo.”

For more info, visit raspamagazine.com.
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ublic-relations guru Stuart
Rosenberg is known for rep-
resenting elite clients such as
Hotel ICON and CityCentre in
Houston, and the Victory Park
entertainment districtin Dallas.

But the 51-year-old prince
of PR almost didn’t go into the
marketing business.

“It was somewhat of a fluke,” he says. “I
went to UT with the goal of becoming an archi-
tect, but I ended up graduating with a degree in
advertising, which I was drawn to given its mix
of creative and business aspects. My first job in
Houston after graduation was with Beth Wolff
Realtors, where my responsibilities included
copywriting, brochure development, and ad
design. Simultaneously, Beth allowed me to
pursue an internship at the then-fledgling PR
firm Pierpoint Communications.

“While I really enjoyed living in Houston
post-college, I was ready to experience new
things, and a childhood friend in New York
who was newly working in PR invited me to
use her apartment for the summer. She thought
I'would also love working in New York City. I
was very fortunate that a family friend—Hous-
ton-based home builder (and former lifestyle
journalist) Carol Isaak Barden—made an
agency recommendation. It was my first and
best interview, and I officially started my ca-
reer in public relations about two weeks later
with Middleton & Gendron, a top boutique
firm focusing in the travel, hospitality, and
luxury-goods space.”

For the Johannesburg, South Africa, native
whose family moved to Houston when he was
five, Manhattan became his home for close to a
decade. Thenin 2002, he headed back home to
start Studio Communications with his friend
Gail Rubin. One of their first hires was Rosen-
berg’s friend Mark Sullivan, whom he had met
in New York. After four years, Sullivan, with
Rosenberg’s blessing, started his own firm,
Onthe Mark Communications.

“With a similar portfolio of clients and
anincreasing frequency of both of us being
finalists for the same pieces of business,”
Rosenberg explains, “we ultimately decided
that we would better serve our clients and lay
the groundwork for more substantial growth
by merging the two firms. Public Content, an
integrated agency encompassing facets includ-
ing mediarelations, community engagement,
social media, and creative services, was born
inlate 2018.”

Since then, Public Content has become
adominant player in Texas. “Having Hotel
ICON as one of our first clients was really
pivotal in our growth,” he says. “It was an op-
portunity for us to bring our national media
contacts to Houston, many of them visiting the
city for the first time.”

But Rosenberg’s life isn’t all about public
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A Serendipitous Shift

Stuart Rosenberg’s creative passion
led him to public-relations success.

By MARENE GUSTIN

relations. In July of 2022, he married Jose
Ocquein a Harris County courthouse cer-
emony officiated by Judge Beau Miller.

“Imet Jose, who was born in Venezuela
and is a Realtor and home builder, through
friends at a group dinner,” Rosenberg recalls.
“Before we even spoke, there was an immedi-
ate spark. We packed alotinto that evening,
including hours and hours of talking and a very
fun time dancing at Barbarella. I knew almost
immediately that something really special had
happened. And it didn’t take much more than a

week for us to become pretty much inseparable.

“After we were stranded in Peru during my
49th-birthday trip, unable to leave our hotel for
weeks, we knew we could get through anything
together. I proposed just before my 50th birth-

day, and we were married on July 7, 2022,
exactly four years after first meeting. He’s
changed mylife, and I can’t imagine being
without him.”

The couple reside in River Oaks with
their goldendoodle, Lucas, in ahome that
Ocque designed and built.

“We moved in this past winter and love
the area, given the easy access we have by
bike or car to some of our favorite neigh-
borhoods like Montrose and the Heights,”
says Rosenberg. “We enjoy playing tennis,
and have recently picked up pickleball.

We rarely say no to a game night. Travel is
important for both of us, not only to get away
and recharge, but also to reconnect with
friends, explore, and discover.”
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QUEER CREATIVES

EXTRATERRESTRIAL
EXPLORATIONS

Performance artist Christopher Paul
recasts the queer Black experience.

By DAVID BRASHER
Photo by FRANK XAVIER

hristopher Paul is

an up-and-coming
performance artist
based in Houston. At
only 27, his work has
been featured in nu-
merous publications,
and he’s worked with
leading performance artists nationwide. His
art, be it wearable or performative, has been
described as “meditative,” “Afro-futurist,” and
even “extraterrestrial.” He will be featured in
a September 19 event at the Eldorado Ballroom
that will showcase his unique vision informed
by his Black queer perspective.

Paul always knew he wanted to create art,
but he wasn’t sure what form that should take.
He was initially accepted as a fashion-design
student at Central Saint Martins in London,
one of the most prestigious art schools world-
wide. (Famous alumni include John Galliano,
Stella McCartney, Alexander McQueen, and
Zac Posen.) But Paul quickly found out the
tuition was unaffordable, so he went with his
next choice—the University of Houston, which
also allowed him to be closer to home.

While at UH, Paul found his calling. First,
he began studying studio art and sculpture,
something he hadn’t considered before. “Ilove
sculpture more than fashion,” he says. “With
fashion, you have to water down ideas in order
to make them sellable. With sculpture, you
can put everything you want to say into [your
creations]. I learned how to express myself
through sculpture.”

Paul then began to focus on Black specula-
tive theory to explore the different ways that
Black people exist outside of the terrestrial
framework. “How do we in the Black com-
munity view ourselves—outside of the way the

world views us? Black people have been left out.
They haven’t been looked at as human beings.
So if we have been left out of humanity, what
exists outside of that? What have we done that
transcends the human body?”

These ideas motivated Paul to accept
aresidency at Rice University under the
mentorship of performance artist Viktor le.
Givens. He’s also worked alongside Jacolby
Satterwhite, a contemporary queer artist
known for his immersive installations and his
work in pop culture and in music videos, such
as with Solange Knowles on her album When
I Get Home. At the UH Blaffer Art Museum,
Paul teamed up with sound artist Mo Nikole
to produce Transmigration Through the Void
to No Place, which was unlike anything he
had performed before. Because he wanted to
show how Black people have been ignored, he
avoided looking at the audience. “Black people
perform for lots of reasons—to be entertainers,
to make money. But more often than not, it is
in white spaces that we haven’t had the right to
be in. So I performed away from the audience,”
he explains. “There was nothing in front of me
when I performed. Everyone was looking at my
back. It’s freeing.”

Now Paul has been invited to participate
in the first annual Summer Studio Stages
Residency at Project Row Houses (PRH). An
integral part of the Houston arts landscape for
30 years, PRH encompasses five city blocks
in Houston’s historic Third Ward, one of the
city’s oldest African-American neighborhoods.
The site’s 39 small houses and other structures
(including the historic Eldorado Ballroom)
serve as a home base to a variety of communi-
ty-enriching art programs and neighborhood
development activities, according to the PRH
website. —
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While visual artis nothing new to PRH, this
staged event at the newly restored Eldorado
Ballroom will be. Paul and a few other local
artists will showcase their work over three
days in September. Each artist will perform for
30 minutes before speaking with the audience
for another 30 minutes. There will be music, a
reception, and lots of community engagement.
The event is free and open to the public.

Unlike his disengaged performance at the
Blaffer event, Paul plans to actively engage with
his Eldorado Ballroom audience. “Thereisa
camaraderie that is unspoken within the Black
queer culture,” he notes.

“Every Black artist comes into a sense of
who they are through their work. Howdo I, as
a queer Black man, fit within the framework
of society? A lot of my work initially dealt with
the stereotypes of my culture. It got to a point
where I felt as though my work was “trauma
porn” for other people. I wanted to know what
exists beyond this. There has been so much joy
that we, as Black people, have created by com-
ing together within the terror of our dystopian
realities. That is what I want my art to convey.”

Follow Paul’s work at instagram.com/
christopherpaulstudio. For more on Project
Row Houses, visit projectrowhouses.org.
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“| EXPLORE WHAT EXISTS
BEYOND THE STEREOTYPES
AND TRAUMA OF
MY CULTURE. WE'VE FOUND
JOY AS BLACK PEOPLE
COMING TOGETHER. THAT'S
THE MESSAGE | WANT
MY ART TO CONVEY."

—Christopher Paul

Christopher Paul
performing in his

art installation Earth
Seed at the Contem-
porary Arts Center of
New Orleans.
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QUEER CREATIVES

Designing in
the Digital Age

Bilal Rehman leveraged his social-media fame
to open an eclectic interior-design studio.

By ZACH McKENZIE

In aworld of talented interior
designers, it’s hard to stand
out from the pack. One local
designer used TikTok, and
his hilarious and engag-
ing personality, to do just
that. Bilal Rehman is capitalizing on arecent
viral social-media moment and realizing the
dreams he’s had for years.
Rehman recently opened his Bilal Rehman
Studio in Montrose, and he invites Housto-
nians to visit and shop for pieces that give
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their homes a touch of character at an afford-
able price.

“My background is Lebanese and Paki-
stani,” the bi designer says. “Coming from an
immigrant family, the expectation of what a
successful job looks like for their kid is adoc-
tor, an engineer, a lawyer—that’s it. There’s
nothing else to it, especially not something
creative.” Rehman followed suit and set out to
pursue a degree in computer engineering. “I
realized very quickly that I hated it, and ended
up switching to interior design.”

LY

Bilal Rehman Studio
designed the exclusive
salon room for Tootsies.

Rehman soon learned that alearn-by-
doing approach served him best. “I realized
thatIhatedlearninginterior design froma
book, so Imade the decision to try to find an
internship in the world of interior design,”
herecalls. “That was incredibly difficult,
not having a portfolio, any experience, or a
college degree at that time. Luckily, I landed
one after months and months of hunting. I
fell in love with the world of design through
that internship. I decided to pursueitasa
full-on career and climbed the ropes in that
company until I became a senior designer.”

Afterleaving his previous company to
set out on a solo venture, the personable cre-
ative began marketing his image in amore
relatable way. “I was making content on all
of my platforms, mirroring what you would
expect of an interior designer. It was super-
polished, very bougie and very uppity—not
relatable to people,” he admits. “In real life,
I'm crazy, I cuss, I joke around, I'm not as
serious and uptight as I was appearing on
social media. My sister, Mya, is the one who
came up with the idea to make a video where
I spoke to the audience in the way that I
actually speak in real life. I think doing that

COURTESY



is what really created this relatability to me
that now allows people to not only see me as
aninterior designer, but as a person.”

Rehman’s new approach worked better,
and faster, than he expected. “When I first
started on January 1, I expected that busi-
ness would slowly creep up over the next
five or six years. On January 17, I posted my
firstviral TikTok that my sister helped me
create,” he recalls. “I think within five days
of that video, we had a handful of new cli-
ents. We had huge projects and people from
all around the country contacting us trying
to work with us—all from that one video.”

With abooming client roster, Rehman
has brought new life to spaces in Houston,
New York, and Los Angeles by giving each
space its own unique touch. “My personal
aesthetic is this hybrid of the sophistica-
tion of New York, the casual luxury of Los
Angeles, and the oversized comforts that we
getin Houston,” the charismatic designer
explains. “Combining all three of those
into this new aesthetic didn’t existin the
Houston market prior to us. All of our proj-
ects are experience-based. We focus on the
way the room looks, the way the room feels,
the way the room smells, the way that the
fabrics feel on your skin.”

Rehman even takes a sex-positive ap-

ALABAMA
FURNITURE

proach to client meetings. “We getreally in
depth with our clients. I ask them the craziest
questions like, “‘When you’re at home on your
day off, how do you lay around? Are you naked?
Areyouinunderwear? What is the vibe?’
Because that determines the kind of fabric that
we’re going to use on the sofa. I ask them ques-
tions about their sex life, and how they want
their bedroom to feel and if they are into some
crazy shit that I need to know about so that we
can have maybe a fabric that’s easier to clean.
Ithink putting all of those little details into our
projects is kind of what sets us apart. When our
clients enter [their completed spaces, it’s] truly

tailored to who they are and their lifestyle.”

Rehman’s Montrose gallery space also pro-
vides a venue for independent artists to display
their one-of-a-kind creations. “I had always
seen this hole in the market, where alot of
amazing untapped talent didn’t have a platform
of'their own to showcase their work or their
pieces. When I got my social-media following,

I decided thatIwas going to create a store that
showcased local and small artists, and artists
and pieces from around the world that you re-

ally can’t find anywhere else.”

The studio features eclectic lounge chairs,
stunning home decor, luxurious pillows, and
much more. “I wanted to create a store that had
really unique pieces for the home—anything
and everything, from kitchenware to furniture,
art, and accessories. Everythingis carried in
the gallery, and it’s all at an obtainable price
point,” he says. “Nothing is $10,000. No gold
statues. It’s not that kind of gallery. This is the
kind of gallery where if you just got your first
apartment, you can come in here and shop.
And if you just bought your first house, you can
come in here and shop. If you live in a mansion
in River Oaks, you’ll find something here that
fits into your house, as well.”

Keep up with Bilal Rehman
on Instagram @bilalrehman.
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Alvin Alan Ramirez Riojas (center)
and his models wearing pieces

from his collection inspired by
traditional Mexican culture.
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Fashion in Bloom

Designer Alvin Alan
Ramirez Riojas premieres
his first collection
in October.

By JENNY BLOCK
Photo by CHRIS PINON

For fashion designer Alvin

Alan Ramirez Riojas,

developing alove of art and

design came quite natu-

rally as he was growing up

in afamily of creatives. “I
have memories of my grandfather playing
the guitar at family gatherings. I remember
the joy of those gatherings full of music and
many activities,” he recalls.

And his mother was a fashion designer
in her own right. “My mother was very
creative; in a self-taught way, she created
costumes and outfits and dressed me in
them for the festivals that we celebrated
when I was little. She also made costumes
for Christmas and decorated the house.
She was my first teacher, who taught me to
combine colors, discover different fabrics,
and develop a concern for aesthetics.”

Motivated, perhaps, by his mother’s
enthusiasm for the work, Riojas developed
a strong preoccupation with fashion. “I
remember from a very young age worrying
about being well presented—attentive to
every detail of my clothing, including body
expression, accessories, and hair.”

Even when he was quite young, he
participated in as many folkloric events as
he could, just so he could wear a suit. “Back
then, I dreamed of [fashion-show runways]
where my creations were displayed. I think
all of this motivated my interest in fashion
and design,” says Riojas.

A native of Monclova, Coahuila, the
northern Mexican town where he lived for
many years, the 41-year-old has been in
Houston since 2003. He is now a full-time



fashion designer with a studio in the Sawyer
Yards artists complex. “There, I have my
production space and my shop. I sell all my
creations: clothing, costumes, pet clothes,
and accessories—mainly millinery hats.”

But on occasion, he alsoworks as a
costume designer—something he’s done for
more than twenty years now. “My creative
work oscillates between the playful and the
sophisticated. My thing is to express myself
and be creatively free,” Riojas adds.

Despite his success, his path was not
always an easy one. “In my hometown, the
cultural, social, and economic limitations
postponed my career as a designer,” he says.
Now, though, he is about to earn his degree
in fashion design from Houston Community
College, where he is a member of the Honor
Society.

The inspiration for his work, he ex-
plains, is “the folklore of my city and my
native country, its costumes, and that floral
spirit.” But what inspires him the mostis
the satisfaction he gets from creating. “It
is that desire to express myselfthrough
couture design, to pour something thatis
very personal and complex into my clothing
creations.”

=WESTSIDE KIA=
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The bilingual designer is a big fan of
Karl Lagerfeld’s style, as well as his views on
fashion. “I also adore Frida Kahlo and Marilyn
Monroe. My dog is a Mi-Kinamed Frida, and is
part of my family here in Houston,” he adds.

Riojas was recently honored in Dallas at
thisyear’s Fashion Group International Rising
Star Awards. “They awarded my work. I feel
like I'm on track in my career,” Riojas says.

Now, he is working more than eight hours a
day on the details of premiering his first collec-
tion as a designer. “The fashion show is entitled
Ethereal Blooms, and is an evocation of the
natural and cultural beauty of the city of San
Miguel de Allende. This collection expresses
the most characteristic elements of my work:
flowers, elegance, and colonial style,” Riojas
says. The October show pays tribute to Riojas’
Hispanic-Mexican cultural heritage by show-
casing hand-sewn embroidery and appliqués.
“Iam 100 percent focused on this, and I hope it
will be a great celebration of new opportunities
in the world of fashion,” he adds.

And just what advice does he give up-and-
coming designers? “Even if something seems
far away, it is necessary to continue with your
work day by day and move forward with your
creations. Suddenly, in the blink of an eye, your

s

23005 KATY FREEWAY, KATY TX ¢ 281-819-0530

shop 24/7 at WestsideKia.com

dream materializes. [Seek out and get help
from] positive people who also believe in that
dream. Thatis a good guide to success.”

As for his personal life, Riojas calls his
partner “my love and my greatest collabora-
tion. He is the one who has supported and
strengthened me on this path of self-realiza-
tion. Designing and sewing is my passion, and
all my achievements are with his help.”

Riojas also enjoys exploring Houston’s
thriving cultural scene. “I enjoy the fine arts
and music concerts. I am also attracted to pop
culture, and of course I am always up-to-date
with looking at fashion trends. All of these ele-
ments inspire me.”

Atevery social event he attends, Riojas ad-
mits that his fashion choices make him stand
out. “I feellike it’s one of the things I love about
clothing design. I believe that what we wear
and how we look makes an external statement
about who we are. Designing and creating that
statement for people is my goal.”

WHAT: Alvin Alan Ramirez Riojas
fall fashion show
WHEN: October 14 at 8:00 p.m.
WHERE: Sabine Street Studios, 1907 Sabine
INFO: alvinalanfashion.com
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Flying
High with
Digital Art .j

Artists Alex Ramos .

and Billy Baccam'’s /
immersive airport

installation pushes
the boundaries.

By RYAN M. LEACH

Artists Alex Ramos (I) and Billy Baccam with their
installation in Houston's Seismique digital-art museum

PHOTOGRAPHY BY ALEX ROSA FOR OUTSMART
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BILLY BACCAM

If you are one of the thou-

sands of people who have

traveled through Bush Inter-

continental Airport recently,

you’ve likely come across
atransformative digital light experience
inthe Terminal B Skyway station entitled
Data Stream. Its creators are Alex Ramos,
aqueer and nonbinary local artist, and ally
and artist Billy Baccam of Input Output, a
creative medialab that researches, designs,
and develops interactive and immersive
experiences that blur the lines between the
digital and physical worlds.

Data Stream, an installation that uses
66 LED strips, offers a constantly changing
light show spanning three spaces within the
Skyway. The lights mimic air waves as they
travel over the wings of an airplane, visually
guiding travelers through the space. Itis
Input Output’s most visible art installation
in Houston, but it certainly isn’t the only one
created by this artistic duo.

“Each project is unique and possesses its
own challenges to navigate,” says Baccam.
“Over the last five years, we have made a
name for ourselves as a company that in-
novates and pushes the boundaries of what
is possible with technology. Most of our

clients are surprised by what we are capable of
and willing to take on.”

Connecting with the audience is a primary
focus for these artists. “The technology, for us,
is secondary to the user experience,” Ramos
adds. “No amount of fancy tech or high-end
gizmos will make up for alack of connection
from the audience. We always design from the
perspective of the user, and work from there.
We consider the flow of traffic and the amount
of time we have to capture their attention.
Once thisis all accounted for, we can start with
the fun stuff. Our designs range from passive
to fully interactive and immersive, with each
type posing its own unique engineering design
challenges.”

Input Output has other artistic irons in the
fire. They are one of the founding members of
Seismique, an immersive digital art museum
located in West Houston. Seismique describes
itself'as atechnology-fueled experiential art
museum spanning 40,000 square feet.

During June Pride Month, Input Output
created an amazing and immersive light
experience at the Denver Max Pride event at
Post HTX that enhanced the look of the vast
downtown space and the feel of the event.

“One of our recent clients was the James
Beard Foundation, and we were tasked with
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Ramos and Baccam's art installation Data Stream floats above travelers

at Bush Intercontinental Airport

the entire concept of their event. And one of
our long-term clients, Rock the Bells, puts on
some incredible projects and has taken us on
some wild rides. They recently commissioned
us to activate the second story of a four-story
yacht for one of Art Basel Miami Beach’s star-
studded events,” says Baccam.

“The implementation phase of our process
is where the rubber meets the road,” Ramos
explains. “Here, we are constantly butting
up against what might seem impossible. Our
ability to iterate and learn during each part
of our process has made us agreatteamand a
valuable asset to our clients.”

Both Ramos and Baccam completed some
undergraduate courses that have informed
their work, but the majority of their knowledge
isacquired through their research and devel-
opment for each project.

The journey thatled each of them to
Houston also informs their artistic perspec-
tives. Baccam came here from Dallas to study
electrical engineering, while Ramos was born
in Mexico City and immigrated at ayoung
age with their parents, who were in search
of work and a more stable situation. Being a
gender-nonconforming person is not just an
identity for Ramos, but an approach to life.
“We are born into this reality with the game
already in play. This game has its own norms
and customs; we either choose to getinline,
or we question everything. These norms and
customs are at times rooted in structures of
control and dominance, and when we challenge
the narratives, we have the ability to rewrite
our story. This mindset opens us up to new
experiences and ways of living where anything
is possible.”

With installations in major spaces—and
giant event sponsors inviting them to partici-
pate—Input Output is picking up momentum
as they uplift the Houston arts and entertain-
ment scene.

“Houston is slowly but surely becoming a
hub of innovation and art,” Baccam says. “The
underground art scene in Houston is exploding
with events, musical performances, art hap-
penings, and everything art-related.”

“We have always been thankful to our
clients [who have given us] gigs that really
validate this thing we are doing,” he concludes.
Having [our Data Stream] public art piece at an
airport is awonderful addition to our portfolio
of work.”

Q Follow the work of Input Output at
inputoutput.space and on
Instagram @InputOutput.
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QUEER CREATIVES

A Queer Climate Activist

Author Sim Kern releases a new ‘anarchist climate fiction' novel.

hatif Al Gore had been elected
in 2000 and was able to focus
his agenda on climate change?
Whatifall ofthe climate
policies that Democrats had
proposed had been putin
place? What if those policies
had only benefited wealthy white neighbor-
hoods? Where would we be? These are some of
the questions author and journalist Sim Kern
explores in their latest novel The Free People’s
Village. Kern will launch the book in Houston
on September 12 at Brazos Bookstore, and the
event will include a conversation with writer
Ehigbor Okosun.

Kern haslived in Houston since 2007,
andinthat time has taught both middle- and
high-school English, started a family, writ-
ten articles for national publications such as
Salon and Out, and completed four novels.

To say that Kern stays busy is an understate-
ment. But Kern understands the importance
of their voice, and uses it to encourage climate
activism.

Kern describes their novels as “queer, Jew-
ish, anarchist climate fiction.” That may sound
convoluted to some, but it actually comes
from a place of thoughtful concern for both
the planet and for minority communities. “I
have been dealing with climate anxiety since
Iwas ateenager in 1999 when there weren’t
alot of people preoccupied with climate
change,” Kern explains. “I've spent alot of time
processing feelings and figuring out how to
move from despair and nihilism toward action
and revolution, which is what my books are all
about—how to find ways to be useful.”

That activist’s passion inspires all of
Kern’s novels. Other influences include writ-
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erslike Octavia Butler and Ursula K. Le Guin,
aswell as Kern’s involvement in the local
music scene as aband member and an explorer
of Houston’s unique ecosystem and vibrant
culture. “You can see how all of these things
come together. All of the books I have written
so far tend to get lumped into a genre known
as climate fiction—books that deal with the
way our world is changing due to the climate,

and how that intersects with social-justice
issues and queer identity.”

In The Free People’s Village, which is
setin afuturistic Houston, Kern gets to
explore that intersection of climate change
and social justice in arapidly gentrify-
ing city. The novel’s protagonist, Maddie
Ryan, spends her free time as the rhythm
guitarist for a queer punk band living

COURTESY



in awarehouse space called The Lab in
Houston’s historically Black Eighth Ward.
When Maddie learns that their warehouse
and neighborhood is to be destroyed for a
new green hyperway out to the suburbs,
she joins a Black-led movement fighting for
their community.

But The Free People’s Village isn’t just
adystopian story about racial justice and
climate action. It’s also alove story and a
tale of queer awakening through the eyes
of Maddie, who is leaving behind a strict
Catholic upbringing and embracing her
queerness, all while getting closer to the
band’s lead guitarist. It is also about becom-
ing resilient when your dreams of making
the world a better place are crushed and you
can only pick yourselfup and try again.

Kern hopes that writing about climate
change and social justice will help people
confront those vital issues. “I don’t want
to leave people in a place of despair, even
though this book deals alot with grief. But
it’s about coming out of grief and moving
forward. I hope people are inspired to take
action—or even just [find ways] to cope
better.”

And take action they do. After reading
Kern’s first novel Depart, Depart!, a story
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about a trans man dealing with the difficulty
he had faced when sheltering with neighbors
after a devastating hurricane, someone from
the Red Cross in Wyoming contacted Kern

to say they had been inspired to rewrite their
disaster-response policies to be more trans-
inclusive—proofthat Kern’s voice is making a
difference.

Kern hopes to inspire further activism
among readers of The Free People’s Village.
The book’s cover art—a red background with
graphic characters suggesting war propagan-
da—should inspire readers with its revolution-
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ary tone. The cover was designed by Egyptian
artist Ganzeer, who Kern met at alocal festival
and recognized him as the activist and street
artist who gained notoriety during the Egyp-
tian revolution in 2011 before being forced into
exile. Now based in Houston, Ganzeer was able
toproduce a cover design—including a dust
jacket that unfolds into a protest poster—re-
calling the street art he produced during the
Egyptian revolution.

Looking ahead, Kern is already working
on their next book, and it’s a departure from
previous climate-fiction novels. This new
story takes place in Eastern Europe in 1647
and is ahistorical-fiction plot that follows a
group of traveling queer Jews as they navigate
religion, racism, and capitalism. But Kern’s
signature style—including elements of climate
change and social justice—will still be evident
throughout the book.

WHAT: Sim Kern book launch
event and discussion
WHEN: September 12 at 6:30 pm
WHERE: Brazos Bookstore, 2421 Bissonnet
INFO: www.brazosbookstore.com

Keep up with Kim Kern on Instagram
@sim_bookstagrams_badly
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i

Chaos and Color

Left to right: Haley Lee, Mia Pham, Michelle Reyes,
Travis Prokop, Carlos Perez, and Davis Stumberg

Bam! Pow! Save Democracy Now!

6 Degrees Dance fights back with Pop Demo.

“Iwill fight you with glitter, I will

fight you with color, I will fight you

with humor, and you cannot win.
Thatis the heart of this show.”

The show in question is Pop Demo, the lat-
est evening-length dance theater piece from
6 Degrees Dance. Toni Leago Valle, the show’s
artistic director who recently spoke with Ourt-
SMART, is referring to the theatrical firepower
she has marshaled to combat the legislative
forces currently targeting women and queer
communities.

Other than last year’s 20-year retrospec-
tive of her work entitled Score, Pop Demo is
Valle’s first full-length production since her
circus-themed Never Again in 2018. “I think of
Pop Demo as a sister project, but it is different
in thatit’s national,” she says. “Never Again
was about activism and the Texas Legislature.
This is more about how propaganda is used to
deceive the public.”

For this new work, Valle left behind the
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colorful world of the circus for the colorfully
absurd world of comics and editorial cartoons.
Using characters as big as 1980s hair who are
dressed in primary colors, Valle uses theater,
modern dance, and aerial silks to present a
world that has tilted off its center. It’s a show
with a point of view, which should have audi-
ence members laughing at wild antics one
minute and then losing themselves in thought
about the precarious political moment we’re
living in.

Like most of the show’s cast, Mia Pham
first got to know Valle at the University of
Houston, where Valle teaches. Pham, who is
more at home with subtle and abstract modern
dance, enjoys rehearsing Valle’s edgy choreog-
raphy. “It’s pretty fun to do something so bold,”
Pham says. “[How often] can I unabashedly say,
‘This is who we are, this is what we support™?

A Queer Aesthetic
Valle grew up in the southeast suburbs of

Houston, an artistic kid in a conservative
environment. She turned to theater in
school, but even there she didn’t feel like she
fitin.

Then she discovered The Rocky Horror
Picture Show. More than the movie itself,
she found the camp classic’s outrageous
fanstobe her people. “Here I am, this little
14-year-old white girl from the suburbs,”
sherecalls, “and they just took me under
their wing.”

Becoming immersed in the Montrose of
the 1980s as a teenager shaped her outlook
onlife as well as her artistic aesthetic. The
married mom thinks of herself as straight,
but those years roaming up and down Wes-
theimer nevertheless solidified her love for
the community. “It gave me a lifelong love of
queer people,” she says. “They have always
been my family. They were the first people
who stood up for me. They were the first
people who would fight for me.”



Atleast half of her Pop Demo castis
queer, and part of the rehearsal process is
allowing time for open conversation around
the issues in the show. She brings her views
of women’s issues and feminism to the
stage, but when it comes to LGBTQ issues,
she allows her queer cast members to shape
the production’s message. “I can’t speak
in that voice, so I have them guiding me,”
she notes.

Several of her cast members speak with
appreciation about this aspect of the show’s
development. “I find myselfreally support-
ed by her and the environment she creates,”
says Tempest McClendon. “I'm a Black
lesbian artist who has tattoos and piercings.
I feel like she [creates] spaces for me to put
my own experiences into the work.”

Travis Prokop, who is working with
Valle for the first time, puts it this way: “As
agay malein the arts—and there are lots of
gay men in the arts—we rarely get to be our-
selves onstage. In rehearsal and in class, I
think our queerness is definitely celebrated,
but that’s not the case onstage very much.”

Valle cites Prokop’s observation as the
catalyst for alove duet between two men, a
quiet moment in the show. “While these are
cartoons, there are also these behind-the-
scenes reality people,” Valle explains. “So I
have alovely duet that just shows two people
who care about each other.”

Valle also pushes for gender-nonconfor-

mity in this show, something that cast member
Haley Lee mentions: “Even though I don’t
identify as a queer person, what I love about
dancing in Toni’s work is that I do feel like I'm
able to exercise my masculine as well as my
feminine qualities. I'm not a very girly girl, and
Ifeel like I'm very fluid in Toni’s dances. It’s
really nice to get to do that.”

Cartoon World

Popular culture, politics, and democracy

are central themes in Pop Demo. Valle began
researching editorial cartoons as a way of
fighting the propaganda that’s currently erod-
ing government. From there, she expanded to
harness the power of comic books and anima-
tion to build her off-kilter environment. Aerial
dance is another technique she uses to create
this unique “cartoon world.”

Aerial dance incorporates trapeze, aerial
silks, and other equipment to allow the per-
formers to leave the ground, taking move-
ment into another dimension. Valle has been
training in aerial dance for a number of years,
and used it extensively to create the circus
atmosphere seen in Never Again. For that show,
she trained her dancers as she developed the
aerial choreography they could perform. For
Pop Demo, she is teachingless. “This is the first
time I have five people out of seven that trainin
aerial,” she says enthusiastically.

Aerial is also away Valle found herselfin
Cartoon World. She doesn’t just wedge aerial

;‘" Love Duet
Davis Stumberg (r) and
Travis Prokop

into a show. She explains, “WhatIdo is instead
of saying ‘is it needed?’ I say, ‘what world can I
create in which it’s absolutely necessary?””

Hence her creation of a1920s speakeasy
in a world that defies the laws of nature. “Not
every [section] has aerial in it, but it definitely
adds to the [cartoonish] spectacle. Without
aerial, it would be incredibly grounded. I want
the ideathat the world is tilting. When I have
silks hanging, it allows me to make walls move.
It allows me to redefine spaces. It’s integral to
the piece.”

To create an engaging speakeasy envi-
ronment, audience members can actually
sit around tables on the stage by purchasing
premium-price tickets. “We’re involving the
audience into the piece alot more,” says vet-
eran 6 Degree dancer Michelle Reyes. “Instead
of just watching what she’s trying to show and
share, the audience is actually in the middle of
itall”

More than Dancing

Valleisn’t just protesting the current political
turmoil through her art. “She is an activist,”
says Davis Stumberg, a dancer who Valle first
putin the air for Never Again. “You see her out
and protesting. She’s not putting on a show to
put on a show—it’s what she actually believes
in.Ienjoy that shelives herlife that way.”

Cast member Carlos Perez sees Valle’s ac-
tivism lending layers of added meaning to Pop
Demo. “Ithink it’s going to be a show that people
find very funny and entertaining, but at the
same time it makes you think,” he says. “You’re
there for the humor and entertainment, but it’s
[also] putting these subconscious thoughts in
the back of your head: “You need to be aware of
this. Youneed to be thinking about this.”

Valle expects to take some time off from
dance-making in order to focus her activism on
the 2024 elections. She’s anxious to put more
time into the causes and candidates that have
influenced Pop Demo. Clearly, the artistry she
employs onstage to fight for democracy is not
her only tactic.

“At the heart of all the fun and games, and
all the bright colors, is that deeper message of
how much we’re being deceived,” she concludes
with an artist’s optimism. “I believe people
are fatigued and tired of politics, and that’s
one of the weapons—to constantly be throw-
ing propaganda at you until you’re too tired to
react. We need to be able to shut the noise out.
The culture wars—that’s all noise! It’s meant
tomake us tired and despairing. I refuse to see
the world that way.”

WHAT: Pop Demo
WHEN: Seven performances,
September 15-17 and 21-23
WHERE: MATCH
INFO: matchouston.org/events/2023/pop-demo
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Hitting All the Right Notes

Wayne Ashley’s love of music is contagious.

By SAM BYRD

If Wayne Ashleyhad a

nickname, it would have to

be The Music Man. With

hislifelong involvement in

music and his appreciation

for many genres, his résumé
includes being a founding member of the
Cloudburst Vocal Jazz Quartet, a collaborator
with celebrated organizations like the Apollo
Chamber Players and Houston Ebony Opera
Guild, and alead tenor in the choir at St. Paul’s
United Methodist Church.

“I'think the heart of itis that I justlove to
sing. Ilove opportunities to make music in any
way and any capacity that I can. And beingin
a diverse community like Houston, I have the
opportunity to get into lots of really cool and
fascinating projects,” he says.

Originally from Arkansas, Ashley was sur-
rounded by music his entire life. “I am thank-
ful to have grown up in a family of incredible
musicians,” he notes. “Music has always been
something that I remember at the heart of the
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positive experiences of my childhood.”

His family introduced him to blues and
gospel musicians, and his grandfather and
great-grandmother were both pianists. He
feels much of his musical DNA was passed
down through the generations.

Ashley started playing trumpet in his
youth, and went on to earn abachelor’s degree
as a euphonium performance major from
Henderson State University. After earning
amaster’s degree in vocal performance at
the University of Houston, he served on the
faculty of Texas Southern University. He now
maintains a private voice studio to coach some
of Houston’s brightest up-and-coming young
artists.

He also runs Nilhoak Media, where he
helps artists promote their work and learn how
to navigate the music industry. “Something I
absolutely love, in addition to making music, is
supporting other musicians. That’s really the
root of my [current work]—to help people.”

One of his longest-running associations

in the Houston arts scene has been with
the Houston Chamber Choir, where he has
performed every season since 2008.

“Houston Chamber Choir has pre-
sented such incredible programs over the
years that I hold close to my heart,” he says
enthusiastically. “Each season, we’ve gotten
better and better, and it’s been more fun
each time.”

Heislooking forward to the Chamber
Choir’s current season, themed Prime Time,
which launches on October 7 with the first
of eight concerts throughout the year.

Ashley’s connection with the Chamber
Choir is especially notable because he was
among the singers who recorded an aloum
of Maurice Duruflé’s complete choral works
on the Signum label, which earned the
Grammy Award for Best Choral Perfor-
mance in 2020.

Herecalls that recording Duruflé’s sub-
lime choral music was an accident of sorts.
“Our conductor, Robert Simpson, didn’t

COURTESY



JEFF GRASS

originally plan to record it. It was just going
to be our opening concert for the season.
‘When we got together to rehearse that
music, we recognized it would be something
special. After the concert concluded, we
knew we couldn’t be done with Duruflé.”
Aside from the Grammy Award, the
album stands out in Ashley’s mind for
additional reasons. “The concert was held
at Rice University, which is where we also
recorded the album. It’s something that
was done entirely by local musicians. Every
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Ashley sings a
heartfelt solo
during a piece
performed by
the Houston
Chamber Choir.

single one of us who performed on that album
are local musicians. That’s arare thing in the
recording industry.”

Ashley’s enthusiasm for music stems from
its ability to create conversation, emotion,
and connection. “Music is alanguage, abond,
acommunity experience that is unique, and

unlike anything else that we can do as humans.

We can share a moment in time together, but
we all experience it differently. What music
allows us to dois to take someone’s voice,
someone’s hopes, their dreams and their de-
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sires, and project them in a way that resonates
with people.

“Unlike other types of media, we can say
things through the emotional content of music
that sometimes we may not have the courage
to say out loud,” he adds. “Music provokes our
emotions, and when we combine that with the
power of words—the incredible power of poetry
and prose—it becomes an even deeper art form.
Music bonds us in a way that other experiences
justcan’t.”

Ashleyis also amember of the Recording
Academy, which presents the annual Grammy
Awards. As such, he uses his influence to advo-
cate for keeping music recordings affordable
to produce, and for enabling recording artists
to earn equitable paychecks. He also leads
conversations about how best to preserve arts
communities and concert presenters.

“I'want to sing as much as I possibly can,”
he says, “but I also want to use my voice to
uplift others, and that’s what I really want to
see for my future.”

Follow Wayne Ashley at wayneashley-

music on Instagram, at twitter.com/
wayneashleymusi, or at linkedin.com/in/l-
wayne-ashley-68634252. Follow the Houston
Chamber Choir at HoustonChamberChoir.org.
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The Queen Returns

hen Beyoncé re-
leased her Renais-
sance album last
summer, the girls,
gays, and theys
rejoiced! Queen Bey
brought ballroom
ulture, a disco vibe, and old-school
glamour front and center with her
latest chart-topping feat.

The superstar’s Renaissance
‘World Tour hits Houston on Sep-
tember 23 and 24—complete with
sickening outfits, stunning visuals, a
levitating disco ball horse, voguing,
and mind-blowing choreography and
vocals.

Beyoncé has always rooted her
artin Black joy and heritage, and her
most recent projects have focused
heavily on Black cultural influences
and African American history. With
Renaissance, the Queen pays homage
to queer communities of color, and
specifically those from the Harlem
ballroom scene, whose essence, cho-
reography, vocabulary, and fabulos-
ity have influenced generations of
performers, including herself.

The album is rich with queer
references, as well as features and
samples of Black LGBTQ artists and
culture makers. Ts Madison, atrans
advocate and social-media star who
hasbeen arotating judge on RuPaul’s
Drag Race, is featured on the song
“Cozy” with the spoken phrase “I'm
dark brown, dark skin, light skin,
beige, fluorescent beige. Bitch, I'm
Black!” Big Freedia’s song “Ex-
plode” is sampled at the beginning
of “Break My Soul,” gay R&B artist
Syd co-wrote “Plastic Off the Sofa,”
and samples from underground
draglegends Kevin Aviance and Moi

Local fans speak about Beyoncé's legacy
ahead of her Houston concert,

By ZACH McKENZIE

Renee are included. A host of other
Black queer artists alsohad ahand in
influencing the album.

One name thatis checked in the
track “Heated” is that of Beyoncé’s
gay cousin, who she affectionately
refers to as “Uncle Johnny” as she
sings, “Uncle Johnny made my dress,
that cheap Spandex, she looks a
mess.” In an Instagram post, Beyon-
cé’s mother, Tina Knowles, explains
that her nephew Johnny loved house
music and introduced it to Beyoncé
and sister Solange at ayoung age. He
is also credited for inspiring their
“sense of style and uniqueness.”

Beyoncé paid tribute to Johnny
ata 2019 GLAAD awards presenta-
tion, saying “I want to dedicate this
award to my Uncle Johnny, the most
fabulous gay man I have ever met,
who helped raise me and my sister.
Witnessing his battle with HIV was
one of the most painful experiences
I've ever lived. I'm hopeful that his
struggle served to open pathways
for other young people to live more
freely.”

Johnny’s legacy and impact will
be felt throughout NRG Stadium
when Beyoncé comes home to per-
form this month, bringing his story
to fans of every gender and sexual
identity.

A few members of Houston’s
LGBTQ community spoke with
OutSMART about Beyoncé’s impact on
their lives, and what they’re antici-
pating most about the concert event
of the year.

WHAT: Renaissance World Tour
WHEN: September 23 and 24
WHERE: NRG Stadium

Info: www.livenation.com

FACEBOOK




CAMERON PERRY

Whatis your earliest memory of hear-
ing Beyoncé, and how did it impact you?
My earliest memory of Beyoncé is so vivid. I
was at my grandparents’ house in a country
town in Louisiana called Clarence. My aunt,
who is ten years older than me, was a big
music lover, and we bonded over watching
videos on BET. I'll always remember seeing
the Destiny’s Child “Bills, Bills, Bills” video
for the first time. Although I heard the song
on the radio many times, I was blown away
by her voice and beauty. I'll never forget I

DAMION
TOLLIVER

(He/Him), 29,
Digital Marketing Strategist

was singing word for word, and trying to do
the run at the end of the song. In that moment,
Iwas afan, and over time my love for her grew
stronger.

Which song are you most looking forward
to hearing her sing at the concert?

Since the Renaissance album dropped, I've
been connected to “Virgo’s Groove” from the
moment I heard the funkadelic beat. No matter
the tempo, I'm a sucker for a good love song. I'm
a Scorpio through and through, but this song

makes me wanna be a Virgo for the six minutes
she’s blessing us with her vocals. The way she
describes her love for her partner, and how she
wants to experience this sexual bliss with him
and to be high on hislove, is a place I always
want to be. Plus, her vocals were top-freakin’-
tier. You can hear the passion in her voice in
this song. You can tell that she had fun creating
thisrecord. Iwish I had been in the studio
when she recorded it!

Are you planning to wear anything special
for the concert?

I've been thinking about my outfit since
Renaissance dropped last year. I've had many
ideas, but I finally settled on this Grace Jones-
inspired outfit. I've always been inspired by her
androgynous spirit and wanted to channel that
in my outfit with sequins and sparkles.

“BEYONCE HAS TAUGHT
US TO NOT LIMIT
OURSELVES, AND TO
SHOOT FOR THE STARS.”

—Damion Tolliver

As an LGBTQ Houstonian, what kind of
influence do you think Beyoncé has had in
the community?

Beyoncé means so much to me as amember of
the LGBTQ+ community. Watching her grow
into her career has been a beautiful journey.
She has taught me to embrace everything that
makes me unique. She has taught me to em-
brace the highs and lows of life. She represents
empowerment, self-acceptance, and fierce-
ness—the archetype of someone in this beauti-
ful community. Her music has been a message
of self-acceptance and love, and has taught us
to not limit ourselves and to shoot for the stars,
and to push through all of life’s troubles while
promoting love, understanding, and equality.

Do you have a favorite Renaissancelyric
or song?

There are so many lyrics that speak to my

soul. But I would say my favorite lyric is when
she’s belting out “You’re the love of my life” on
“Virgo’s Groove.” It sends me into this trance of
love that I never want to leave. I want this song
to be played at my reception whenever I get
married so I canlook my manin hiseyes and
sing, “You're the love of my life.”

Any special plans to celebrate Beyoncé’s
homecoming this month?

My friends and I will be having a Renaissance
pre-game to make sure everyone is prepared
tobe on Mute and have the “Heated” lyrics and
fan-clicking correct.
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Have you seen Beyoncé perform
live before?

Have I? Yes, I went to The Mrs. Carter
‘World Tour, the Formation Tour twice,
Onthe RunI&II, and the Renaissance
‘World Tour twice (as soon as Houston
hits).

Whatis your earliest memory of
hearing Beyoncé, and how did it
impact you?

My earliest memory of Beyoncé is going
to see Destiny’s Child at the Houston
Rodeo. Something about that perfor-
mance was so electrifying for me, and
really started my love of Beyoncé.

Are you planning to wear anything
special for the concert?

Iwanted to find away to highlight the
Renaissance album and showcase my
hometown. I partnered up with local
Houston artist Layne Stitch to create
aone-of-a-kind Renaissance-inspired
jacket that will be the focal point of my
outfit.

As an LGBTQ Houstonian, what
kind of influence do you think Be-
yoncé has had in the community?
Beyoncé is known for using her platform
to advocate for inclusivity, equality, and
acceptance. Take the songs “Formation”

or “Cozy”—they both resonate with me
as a Black queer man because the lyrics
promote empowerment and pride. She is
an artist that understands how to effec-
tively show allyship by including people
in her music videos and performances
who identify similar to me. I appreciate
that she is not afraid to send a message
of acceptance and celebration.

Do you have a favorite Renaissance
lyric or song?

Favorite song on the album has to be
“Heated”! I mean, that outro? My other
favorite would be “Church Girl.” I've had
the personal experience of struggling
with the expectations and norms within
a Baptist church, particularly in the
context of how the “Black church” iden-
tity is perceived and imposed on others.
It can feel challenging and isolating at
times. It took me a while to understand
that spirituality and religious beliefs
are deeply personal, and every individu-
al’s relationship with their faith should
be respected and valued. “Church Girl”
is areminder to me as a preacher’s kid
thatIcan maintain a strong spiritual
connection while also embracing my
authentic self, without fear of judgment
from others. Then to top things off, the
Clark Sisters sample—chef’s kiss to
Beyoncé!

ISRAEL
CRUZ
(He/Him), 32,
Entrepreneur
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Have you seen Beyoncé perform

live before?

T’'ve seen Beyoncé three times. My all-time fa-
vorite concert would be the Formation World
Tour in 2016.

Whatis your earliest memory of hearing
Beyoncé, and how did it impact you?

My earliest memory would be around 1999
when The Writing’s on the Wall aloum was
released. “Say My Name” is one of my favorite
songs. I used to have a Hit Clips that played
the song “Independent Women” when I

was younger. I also hope nobody forgot that
Beyoncé sang the theme song for The Proud
Family on the Disney Channel.

Which song are you most looking forward
tohearing her sing at the concert?

I’'m most excited to hear the song “My Power.”
Ithink the song does an amazing job of em-
bodying African culture and being proud of
that African heritage. I'm also hoping that Blue
Ivyjoins her onstage and leaves zero crumbs
with that viral dance.

As an LGBTQ Houstonian, what kind of
influence do you think Beyoncé has had

inthe community?

Renaissance is essentially alove letter to the
queer community. Not many artists would
take arisklike this, considering it comes with
major potential backlash. It’s important to
have public figures like her to celebrate our
community.

Do you have a favorite Renaissance
lyric or song?

My favorite song from Renaissance would be
“Cozy.” Iinterpret the song as [a call to] be
confident as a member of the LGBTQ+ com-
munity, even after most of us receive daily
hate over our sexual preference. I love verse
2 specifically, where she pays homage to the
Progress Pride Flag by naming all of the colors
shown on the flag [that represent] everyone
from our community.

Any special plans to celebrate Beyoncé’s
homecoming this month?

I share the same birthday, September 4, and
the same hometown, Houston, as Beyoncé, so
Iam treating this as a delayed B-Day Twins
celebration. My go-to pre-concert activities
include brunch with friends and then a Happy
Hour prior to arriving at the venue.
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The Legacy
of Laramie

Theatre Suburbia's production
commemorates the 25th anniversary
of Matthew Shepard’s death,

By DAVID CLARKE

On October 8,1998, a

bicyclist came across what

appeared to be a scarecrow

tied to a split-rail fenceina

remote area east of Laramie,

Wyoming. Roughly 18 hours
earlier, Aaron McKinney and Russell Hender-
son had tied Matthew Shepard to that fence
and left him for dead. They had abducted him
from alocal bar before viciously assaulting
him. Shepard died from his injuries a few days
later, and the violence he suffered shocked the
world and left alasting impact that is felt to
this day.

To commemorate the 25th anniversary of
Shepard’s death, local radio host Judy Reeve
approached Theatre Suburbia about directing
aproduction of The Laramie Project, which
Moisés Kaufman and members of the Tectonic
Theater Project created a few years after the
murder. “I do aradio show at KPFT, and I
run a show every October commemorating
Shepard’s death,” Reeve explains. “With all
that’s happened since then with the Hate
Crimes Prevention Act, I thought, ‘Somebody’s
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going to wake up in September and realize that
thisisthe 25th anniversary, and they're going
tobe clamoring to do this play.’ But I thought of
it first, and that’s very important to me.”

The Laramie Project has an unusual struc-
ture in that the actors have no real dialogue
to learn. The entire script is lifted from over
200 interviews that Kaufman and Tectonic
Theater members conducted with 60 people
in Laramie over several months. “There are no
conversations—somebody sticks a microphone
in [an actor’s] face, they answer a question or
two, and then they’re gone.”

“FOR A COMMUNITY
THEATER, THIS
PRODUCTION ISA
REALLY BIG THING.”

—Judy Reeve

University of Wyoming student
Matthew Shepard
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The result is a compelling piece of
stagecraft that requires eight actors to
breathe life into the actual words spoken
by those Laramie citizens regarding the
aftermath of the murder and the trial of the
two young men accused of killing Shepard.
“I am exactly following Tectonic’s idea
and thoughts,” Reeve says, “but I added
two people out of necessity, [to cover the
82 characters]. We got it all situated, and
everybody’s happy, but the line loads are
pretty heavy. And for a community theater,
it’s areally big thing.”

In 2009, alittle over a decade after
Shepard died, President Obama signed
the country’s first federal hate-crimes
legislation—the Matthew Shepard and
James Byrd, Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention
Act. Although the new law ushered in a
brief period of optimism that hate crimes
would decrease, the Trump era changed all
of that. “I want people out there to see this
play because of its historical value, [but
also] to find out that we’re not as far ahead
as we think we are, and we’re losing ground



THEATRE SUBURBIA

Director Judy Reeves (I) and the cast members

of Theatre Suburbia’s production of The Laramie Project.

rapidly,” Reeve emphasizes. “It’s almost too
late to open your eyes to that. 'm 73 years
old, and I don’t have time to open my eyes
too many more times. The young people
need to step up and start protecting their
own rights. This play might wake them up
tothat.”

Dennis Shepard, Matthew’s father and
the co-founder of the Matthew Shepard

Foundation, believes The Laramie Project
highlights atruth that LGBTQ Americans con-
front daily. “We still have a two-tier system of
citizenship. You have access to all rights in this
country if you're straight, and only part of the
rights of an American citizen ifyou're LGBTQ.
Ijustdon’tunderstand that as a father—why
they’re not equal. It really pisses me off that
these kids have no equal chance to succeed.

“The other thing that’s important is that
[although] the play is basically focused on what
happened to Matt, if you take ‘LGBTQ’ out of it
and you putin arace or areligion, [it could be
another] identical play,” Shepard adds. “It’s all
about hate, discrimination, and pushing down
and pushing away those who aren’t considered
equal.”

Reeve praises the enduring power of The
Laramie Project to teach audiences about love
and acceptance. “Twenty-five years after the
death of Matthew Shepherd and James Byrd
Jr., we still need to learn to cohabitate. The
people of Laramie, Wyoming, are to be con-
gratulated because I [can still] hear them, in
the script, say that we have alot tolearn about
tolerance and love.”

The Laramie Project runs September 15
through October 14, with a special Friday,
September 22, performance sponsored by the
National Leather Association, which will be
selling September 22 tickets to members of the
LGBTQ community to ensure that they have a
safe space to see this production.

WHAT: 25th anniversary production of
The Laramie Project
WHEN: September 15-October 14
WHERE: Theatre Suburbia, 5201 Mitchelldale St.
Info: TheatreSuburbia.org or (713) 682-3525

A
Matthew Shep__ard’s
mother, Judy

For almost 25 years, the Mat-
thew Shepard Foundation’s
mission has been “to amplify
the story of Matthew Shepard
toinspire individuals, organizations and
communities to embrace the dignity and
equality of all people.” Following in the
footsteps of Shepard, the foundation has
consistently sought to make the world a
more caring and just place through civil-
rights advocacy and efforts to change hearts
and minds.
“Everybody can see something of Matt
in themselves, or in somebody they’re
close to,” says Dennis Shepard, Matthew’s
father and the Foundation’s co-founder.
“He wanted to work overseas for the State

Matti

Sht‘p;

Department and bring to other countries what
he thought he had in the way of equal rights,
responsibilities, and privileges in this country.”

Shepard is dismayed by the wave of state
legislation taking aim at the trans community.
“The reason we're now focusing on the trans
community is because that’s where most of the
hate and the evil laws exist,” notes Shepard.
“Because they want to start telling a parent
how to raise their kid, what I'd like to do is sue
them for child support. If you're going to tell me
how to raise my child, you must be one of the
parents, so you should be paying child support
because you're such an expert. I also want to
see their medical and psychology degrees to
show me why they’re such experts.”

Shepard sees these attacks against the

The Matthew Shepard
Foundation

The nonprofit is expanding their outreach
to the transgender community.

trans community as nothing more than fear-
mongering. “They’re just doing this because
they have no other issues. Gun violence,
climate change, the war in Ukraine with Rus-
sia—they have nothing to say about that. The
same thing with the book banning—it’s a sad
situation when you can’t read the book that
you want.”

He’s also had it with evangelical Christians
and groups like Moms for Liberty, who describe
the LGBTQ community as “groomers.” “Aren’t
they trying to ‘groom’ everybody to [interpret
the Bible] their way? They’re grooming people
to be hateful and to exclude me and my com-
munity.”

Formore info, visit matthewshepard.org.
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SKIN Renaissance

LASER CENTER

PERSONALIZED | COMPREHENSIVE | DOCTOR SUPERVISED

OCTAVIO LUCIA MANGLE,
BARRIOS, MD MPAS, PA-C

Botox - Restylane - Radiesse
Belotero - Sculptra

Dermal fillers can take years off even
decades; giving a natural, pleasant,and
well rested look. Dr.Barrios added volume
to patients upper & lower cheeks and
chin to reverse the signs of aging.

- NON-SURGICAL
» IMMEDIATE LASTING RESULTS
- AFFORDABLE

Wrinkles - Rosacea - Threads on SRLC
- Face Acne (active & scars)
Face & Leg Veins Laser - PRP treatments
Hair Removalial Sagging

VOTED ONE OF THE BEST
Dr. Octavio Barrio

Before After

Call for your FREE Consultation
713.942.SKIN (7546)

517 West Gray St. - Between Montrose and Taft
www.SkinRenaissance.net
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By implementing effective recordkeeping
and staying up-to-date with tax regulations,
you can better ensure that your company is
compliant and that you are able to take advan-
tage of all available tax benefits.

Selecting a Retirement Savings Plan

As abusiness owner, you may also have access
to enhanced retirement plan options. Depend-
ing on whether or not you have employees, you
could offer a retirement savings plan to also
help these individuals save for the future, as
well as to attract quality talent to your com-
pany. In addition, implementing a retirement
plan for your company can also provide tax
advantages for the business itself.

There are various retirement plan options
available. These can include a 401(k), an SEP
IRA,and a SIMPLE IRA.

By exploring these options—and under-
standing the eligibility requirements and con-
tribution limits—you can choose a company
retirement plan that aligns with your business
and personal goals. Working with a financial
planning professional can help you narrow
down which business retirement plan may be
best for you, based on your specific needs and
objectives.

Protecting Your Company from Accidents
Regardless of what type of business you own,
itis possible that accidents or incidents may
occur. Therefore, if your company offers
physical products and/or operates out of a
physical location, it is critical that you have
the right type of insurance to recoup losses
from damage, theft, or natural disasters. It

is also recommended that you carry liability
insurance to handle anylegal action taken
against your company for injuries, errors, and
other situations.

Some business owners obtain umbrella
insurance. This coverage can offer an extra
layer of liability protection by covering costs
that go beyond other liability coverage limits.
In this case, acommercial umbrella policy can
take over when your company’s other liability
coverage limits have been reached.

Business Succession Strategies
Depending on your goals for the company, you
may wish to passitonto aloved one or other
successor when you retire, or possibly sell it to
aninterested buyer. In any case, it is impor-
tant that you have a business succession plan
in place. Otherwise, the company could be
forced to close in the event of an unexpected
incident such as the death or disability of an

owner, partner, or even a key employee.

Business-succession planning
involves creating a strategy for transfer-
ring the ownership and leadership of a
company. Doing so can help to safeguard
the business itself, as well as its employ-
ees and customers.

A well-executed business succession
plan should ideally maximize the value
of the company and protect the inter-
ests of its stakeholders. One of the most
critical aspects of business succession
planning is funding the transfer.

Inthe case of an unexpected passing
or disability of a partner, owner, or key
employee, “key person” insurance can
play abigrole. This is a type of life or dis-
ability insurance that provides funds for
covering various financial obligations.

For instance, the funds from a key-
person insurance policy can be used to
buy out the shares or interests of the
disabled or deceased individual. So in
essence, it could allow the business
to continue operating smoothly. With
ample funds available, key-person insur-
ance can also help to facilitate stability
during the company’s transition period.

Your Team of Advisors

Running abusiness can take a great deal
of time and effort—whether itis alarge
corporation or a one-person company—
soit’s critical that you have it properly
structured.

Seek the guidance of qualified
professionals—including a financial
planner, a CPA, and alegal advisor—who
can work with you and provide valuable
insights and knowledge in navigating
the complexities of business structuring,
retirement planning, and financial and
tax management.

Additionally, an advisor who is
knowledgeable about issues that affect
the LGBTQ community can be benefi-
cial, as they may be able to better under-
stand your situation.

Grace S. Yung, CFP ®, is a CERTIFIED
FINANCIAL PLANNER practitioner with ex-
periencein helping LGBTQ individuals,
domestic partners, and families plan and
manage their finances since 1994. She

is the managing director at Midtown Fi-
nancial Group, LLC, in Houston. Member
FINRA /SIPC. For more information,
visit: www.midtownfg.com
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Pet Emergencies Happen...
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2116 27TH STREET GALVESTON, TEXAS $5529,999

Circa 1924 Raised Craftsman-style cottage and 2021 architecturally designed addition consisting
of an atrium connecting the original house and the garage and a 2nd floor primary bedroom
suite. Beautiful woodwork and floors in the main house and birch veneer plywood floors in the
addition. The house and atrium and 2nd floor bedroom wrap around a brick courtyard dominated
by a beautiful stately live oak. This may be your Galveston house!!
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409/763-2800
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Photos by DALTON DEHART & CREW

LGBTQ+ VICTORY FUND BLACK
LEADERS CAUCUS RECEPTION
August 6, 2023

Dozens of politically-minded guests joined
LGBTQ+ Victory Fund president Annise
Parker and Jovon Tyler for a reception
honoring the Victory Fund's Black Leaders
Caucus. The event, which was held at the
home of Mayor Parker and her wife, also
featured special guest San Antonio City
Coucil member Jalen McKee-Rodriguez.
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WEDDING GUIDE

Channing and Megan
Michelle Smith-Decker

A Surprise
Ceremony

Channing and Megan Michelle Smith-Decker’s
wedding was a mystery to their guests.

By JENNY BLOCK
Photos by KAITS IMAGES
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Channing and Megan
Smith-Decker first met
in 2016 when Channing
reached out to Megan and
asked her if she could cut
her hair. “She’s been my
barber ever since,” Chan-
ning says. Luckily, Channing had a sweet
pickup line ready for Megan: “Do you cut
short women’s hair? I mean, I’m not short,
but my hair is!” From then on, Channing
adds, “I'm convinced she’s been hooked.”
Channing, 44, is from Cleburne, Texas,
andis acontract administrator at Olin Cor-
poration in Freeport. Megan Michelle, 33, a
native of Columbus, Texas, graduated from
Texas Barber College in Columbus and now
owns and operates The County Seat Barbers
in Angleton.



The couple say they can’t recall one
specific time when they knew they had found
their forever mate. “We remember feeling
safe for the first time in a relationship. We
loved how effective and healthy the commu-
nication was between us,” Channing recalls.
“Also, what it looked like to have your partner
show up for you. When we experienced these
things with one another, we knew we wanted
it to last forever.”

When it came to proposing, Channing
was the one who decided to pop the question.
They had planned a date day, and Channing
sensed that it was going to be the big day.

“I'hadtheringin the door pocket of the
car, hiding it from her,” Channing says. “On
the way to the car, we decided I would drive,
which meant Megan would be right next to
herring.” As Megan was getting in the car,
Channing had to grab the ring so Megan
wouldn’t see it.

When they arrived at the local Goodwill
store, Channing made her move. “I dropped
to one knee in the parking lot and asked her
to spend the rest of her life with me. Megan
said yes, and when I asked her if she wanted
to see thering, she said, ‘Notyet. All T've
ever needed was you, and I just want to take
in thislast moment before we go to the next
chapter.”

They satin that parking lot for along
time. “We even had spectators cheering us on
as we made the choice to choose each other
for the rest of our lives,” Channing recalls.

The two were wed on July 2, 2023, at
Lawless Spirits & Kitchen in downtown
Houston’s Rice Hotel, with Judge Jeff Gilbert
officiating. “We chose Jeff because he has
been a client and friend of Megan’s for years.
He’s witnessed the highs and lows of Megan’s
life, and encouraged [her to begin] this new
chapter—all [while sitting in] the barber’s
chair during his haircuts,” Channing says.

The couple knew right from the start that

atraditional ceremony was not their style. “We
decided, with the help of our wedding coordi-
nator and great friend, Alisha Shuck (owner
of Ambition Events & Services), to [invite our
guests to] a “Murder Mystery Birthday Party,”
written and narrated by Davis Gordon Gil-
bert—which was actually our surprise wedding
ceremony,” Channing explains.

Guests were completely shocked that there
was a surprise wedding ceremony at the end
of the murder mystery. “We also surprised our
guests with entertainment provided by the one
and only Cyn Queen,” Channing adds. “Our
only challenge was keeping this big secret!”

All of their vendors were LGBTQ-friendly,
of course. “Everyone we encountered was
incredibly friendly, welcoming, and respectful

of our love—and our wants for our special day,”
Channing notes.

The couple chose to get ready for the day
together instead of in separate locations, as is
traditional. “For us, being able to share every
moment together, including getting ready, was
special. It relieved alot of stressors that some
couples generally feel,” Channing adds.

Immediately following their ceremony,
the two drove to Austin for amini-moon. “We
chose Austin because it is our happy place and
somewhere we love to visit. We plan to go to
Costa Rica for our actual honeymoon. Neither
of us have ever been there, but we are drawn to
the happiness and the culture.”

The two could not be happier in their home
in Rosharon, a short drive from Angleton.
“Channing consistently strives to do every-
thing to the best of her ability, not only through
her actions, but also in how she shows up for
others,” Megan concludes. “The way she lights
up when she speaks of those she loves is con-
tagious, and inspires [us to realize] that we all
have the capability to love deeper.”

“Megan is the kindest and most gentle soul
I have ever encountered,” Channing adds. “She
strives to always encourage others to be their
best self. She is an impactful leader and is truly
inspiring. I'm lucky to call her my wife.”

WANT TO TELL YOUR STORY?
Email us at letters@outsmartmagazine.com
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Frost Town Brewing

alleytheatre.org

100 N. Jackson S 13-224-5326
JR's/Santa Fe
B L TV T —————— 713/521-2519

Midtown Houston
Midtownhouston.com

Miller Outdoor Theatre

MillerOutdoorTheatre.Com e 281/373-3386
Out & Proud Live

outandproudlive.com
Pearl Bar
4216 Washington .. PearlHouston.com
ReBar
202 Tuam 346/227-8613
Society For The Performing Arts
SPAHouston.org 713/227-4772
Stages Theatre
StagesTheatre.col 713-527-0123
Theatre Under The Stars
800 Bagby, Suite 200 tuts.com/out
Tony's Corner Pocket
817 W. Dallas 832/722-7658
ELECTRICITY
Pratt Power Parners, LLC
prattpowerpartners.ComMummmmmmmmmn: 832/523-0102
FINANCIAL PLANNING

Broughton Investment Group
thebroughtoninvestmentgroup.com.......713/337-4500
Richard Dickson/Galene Financial

520 Post Oak Ste 780
Shane Theriot/Edward Jones
888-A Avenue D, Katy.
Grace Yung/Midtown Financial
3355 Alabama, Ste 180

13/489-4322

281/391-6137

713/355-9833

OutSmartMagazine.com

FITNESS CLUBS/PERSONAL TRAINING
Club Houston

2205 Fannin
John Aaron Online Fitness
www.jaofit.com

FLOOR COVERINGS
Floor Coverings International
floorcoveringsinternational.com.... 832/280-6646

GARDENING/LANDSCAPING
Fountains & Statuary
11804 Hempstead

Joshua’s Native Plants & Antiques
502 W.18th St

GROCERY STORE
H-E-B
Multiple 10CatiONS v heb.com

HAIR/NAIL/MAKE-UP SALONS
NU-Cuts Hair Salon
515 WeStheimer . 713/524-7858

HEALTH CARE-COUNSELING/THERAPY
D."Woodja" Flanigan, MS, LPA

2600 SW Fwy, Ste 409 e 713/589-9804
Denise 0'Doherty, LPC, LMFT, RN

713/659-4998

.832-649-8422

713/957-3672

713/823-4001

Dr. Daniel Garza, MD

3131 Eastside St, Ste 4. 281/610-8190
Dr. Barry F. Gritz, MD
230 Westcott, Ste 210,
Shane Hennesey, Med, LPC-S
www.thestressdojo.com
The Montrose Center
401 Branard 713/529-0037
Matt Trietsch, MA, LPC Associate, NCC
Matt-Trietsch.com
Mindful in Practice

Dr. Manizeh Mirza-Gruber, M.D.

713/869-7400

281-726-3027

12/591-8510

1728 Bissonnet Street 346/204-5474
Christine Wysong
230 Westcott, Ste 210ummmmmmmmmmmmmmn 713/869-7400

HEALTH CARE-COSMETIC SURGERY
GW Plastic Surgery/George Washington, MD
7400 Fannin St. Ste. 850 . 713/678-0019

HEALTH CARE-DENTISTS
Bayou City Smiles/Marcus de Guzman, DDS

2313 Edwards St., Ste. 150 713/518-141
Bayou City Smiles/Cynthia Corral, DDS

2313 Edwards St., Ste 150u.mmmmmmmmnn 713/518-1411
Cory Logan, DDS

530 Waugh D . 713/942-8598

LifeSmiles by Randy Mitchmore, DDS

1722 W. Alabama 713/592-9300
Montrose DDS/Samuel A. Carrell, DDS

620 W Alabama 713/529-4364
Montrose DDS/Austin T. Faulk, DDS

620 W Alabama.

FERTILITY CLINICS
Prelude Network
......................................................... www.preludefertility.com

HEALTH CARE-/HIV/COVID TESTING
Houston Health Department/HIV
houstoniamlife.com
Houston Health Department/COVID
NOUStONEX.GOV.wmmssssssssssn 832-393-4220

HEALTH CARE-EMERGENCY CENTERS
SignatureCare Emergency Centers
3209 Montrose Blvd.. ..281/709-2897

1925 TC Jester .832/850-4338

HEALTH CARE-HIV/STD TESTING

Avenue 360

JA\VLEIATVICR 1o 00 (o — 713/426-0027
Legacy Community Health

................................................. LegacyCommunityHealth.org

.113/529-4364

HEALTH CARE-OPHTHALMOLOGISTS
Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD

Greater Houston Eye Consultants
Humble

Clear Lake

281/454-2056
281/484-1186

HEALTH CARE-OPTOMETRISTS

Boutique Eye Care/Juliet Farmer, 0D

1806 Westheimer, Ste. A wn 113/528-2010
Eye Gallery

1806B Westheimer
1700 Post Oak Blvd, Ste 110
Montrose Eye Care/ Paul Lovero, 0D

LU R TVT6] 0 CO——— 713/352-0974

HEALTH CARE/PHARMACIES
Avita Pharmacy
............................................................ AvitaPharmacy.com/HIV

713/523-1279
13/622-7470

Legacy Pharmacy

..s LEGAaCYCommunityHealth.org/services/pharmacy
Scott Read Pharmacy

536 WaUgh DriVe..ummmmmssmmmssss 83/649-3142

HEALTH CARE-PHYSICIANS
Octavio Barrios, MD

507 West Gray.
Gordon Crofoot, MD/Crofoot MD
3701 Kirby, Ste.123
M. Sandra Scurria, MD

6565 West Loop South, Ste 300 281/661-5901
Derek Smith, AGPCNP-BC/Crofoot MD

3701Kirby, Ste.1230. 713/526-0005
Maggie White,MPH FNP-BC AAHIVS/

Wellness Bar by Legacy

120 WesStheimer s 713/814-3730

HEALTH CARE-SERVICES
Allies in Hope Houston

713/942-7546

.713/526-0005

LA TOTTE (o] oo R — 713/623-6796
Avenue 360
Avenue360.0rg 713/426-0027

Harris Health County Public Health

Publichealth.harriscountytx.gov....... 713/439-6293
Her Down There
1622 W. Alabama.
Houston Health Department

.888/254-3482

houstontx.gov

Legacy Community Health
LegacyCommunityHealth.org.ummu. 832/548 5000
Ryan White Planning Council

LU0 TV TV (o] oo F—— 713/572-3784
St. Hope Foundation

0fferinghopPe.0rg s 713/778-1300
HEALTH CARE-SKIN CARE

Beyond Beauty Boutique

7501 Fannin St, Suite 610 832/699-9496
GW Plastic Surgery/George Washington, MD

7400 Fannin St. Ste. 850 .. 713/678-0019

Heights Dermatology/Alpesh Desai, MD

2120 Ashland 713/864-2650
SkinCeuticals/Skin Lab

2800 Kirby, Ste. B21 i 113/559-9300
Skin Renaissance Laser/Octavio Barrios, MD

507 West Gray s 713/942-7546

HOME FURNISHINGS/ACCESSORIES
Alabama Furniture

4900 N. Shepherd..mmmmmmm: 713-862-3035
Du Mon de Galerie

2319 N. Shepherd Dl 832-977-4323
Eclectic Home

EclecticHOME.WS s 713/869-1414
Eklektik Interiors

1300 Shepherd... 832/804-6300
HOME BUILDERS

Noble Contractors
Noblecontractor.CoMuummmmmmmmmmmmns 832/370-7091

INSURANCE AGENCIES/AGENTS

Lane Lewis/Farmers Insurance

2200 North Loop W, Ste 136 s 713/688-8669
Patrick Torma/Goosehead Insurance

3420 RUSK, St€. 22 v 281/723-1294
INVESTMENTS

Doug Smith/Hawthorne Capital
1210 West Clay, Ste. G .o HawthorneFunds.com

JEWELERS

Silverlust

1338-C WesStheimer . 713/520-5440
Tenenbaum Jewelers

4310 Westheimer.. enenbaumlewelers.com




ADVERTISERS INDEX

Zadok Jewelers

1801 Post Oak Blvd, Ste. 100.....uuwmmmmmnee Zadok.com
LEATHER GOODS

Montrose Forge

3423 White 0ak ..713/893-5002

Sir Rat Leather and Gear LLC
AL QL1 — sirratleather.com

PEST CONTROL SERVICES & TRAPPING
Andy’s All Star Pest Control

713/732-7742

PET SERVICES & SUPPLIES
Bayou City Veterinary Hospital
4720 Washington
DOGTOPIA

1839 W. Alabama St..
Midtown Veterinary Hospital
MidtownVetHospital.com 713-528-4900
Vergi 24/7 Emergency & Critical Care Hospital
8921 Katy Freeway 713/932-9589
West Alabama Animal Clinic
2030 W. Alabama

PHOTOGRAPHERS

Dalton DeHart Photography
DaltonDehart.CoMummmmmmmmn 713/622-2202
Yvonne Feece Photography

YVONNEFEECE.COM s 832/876-1053

PLUMBING

In The Loop Plumbing Services

713/343-9909

..281/985-5158

713/528-0818

346/253-4444

MET Plumbing

832-221-7628
Metro Plumbing
Metroplumbing.Us s 346/955-4939
U-Plumb-It Plumbing Supply
1424 MONEOSE v 713-942-2277
POOLS & POOL SERVICES

Venture Pools
713/447-9201

PRINTING/COPY CENTERS
2daypostcards.com

621 RIChMONG...onsssssssns 713/224-8808
Copy.com

1201-F Westheimer.... 713/528-1201

REAL ESTATE-MORTGAGE/TITLE

Janet Friedman/J Friedman Mortgage
JFriedmanLoans.com ..113-785-5626
Chicago Title -Inner Loop

3700 Buffalo Speedway....ummmmmmn: 713/418-7000
Cody Grizzoffi/NRL Mortgage

Codygrizzoffi.com

Lyn Sullivan /Alamo Title
4265 San Felipe, Ste 520 s 713/228-0801

832-541-1103

REAL ESTATE-REALTORS
Brooks Ballard/Engel & Volkers
309 Gray...
David Batagower/Compass Realty
bayoucitypropertygroup.comuuummmun 713/253-8609
David Bowers/The House Company/Galveston
David@DavidBowers.com .409/763-2800
Mike Copenhaver/Remax Metro
mikecopenhaver@remax.net v 713/528-4963
Karen Derr/Karen Derr Realty Group/Compass
Karenderr.Com.mmmmmmmmmmmmn 713/875-7050
Tom Eickleberry/Pride Street Realty
TomSellsHoustonHoMES.COM.unmnnnns 713/201-5257
Paul Gomberg/The Rock Star Real Estate Group
713-446-8810

13/522-7474

Jason Knebel/Greenwood King
713/232-9712

Houston Association of Realtors

har.com 713/629-1900
Debbie Levine/Sotheby’s International Realty
sothebysrealty.com.. .713/942-6857
Lynette Lew/Better Homes and Gardens
LynetteLew.com 713/582-2202
Steve Markham/ Sotheby’s International Realty
1717 West Loop South, Ste 1700......... 713/823-4729
Danny Pleason/Martha Turner/Sotheby's
dannypleason.CoM s 832/661-1502

Richard Ray / Douglas Elliman Real Estate
713-416-3931
Tom Schwenk/Tom's Galveston Real Estate
Tomsgalvestonrealestate.com 13/857-2309
V) Tramonte/Joe Tramonte Realty

1802 Broadway/Galveston ... 409/765-9837
Colby Wulf/Compass

har.com/colbywulf.. 713-444-8919 1

REAL ESTATE-RENTALS/MANAGEMENT
iTrip Vacations
I IP.NEL/ MW 877-233-1195

RECREATION
Rainbow Ranch Campground
www.rainbowranch.net... .254-729-8484

RESTAURANTS/COFFEE/WINE BARS
Cantina Laredo

11129 Westheimer Rd s 713-952-3287
Chapultepec Lupita

LRI )11 [0 16— 713/522-2365
Dessert Gallery

DessertGallery.Com 713-522-9999
Eugene’s

JEL IR L] S — 713/807-8883

Free Grillin'/Chef Michele
832/419-0165

Frost Town Brewing
100 N. Jackson St.

Giacomo's cibo e vino

13-224-5326

3215 Westheime . 713/522-1934
Harold's In the Heights

350 W. 19N v 713/360-6204
Niko Niko's

2520 MONtrOS . 713/528-4976
93'Til

1601 W Main St. .281/846-6405
Pho 518!

9330 Broadway, #416 ... 832/736-9903

Riva’s Italian Restaurant
M7 Missouri St
Low Tide Kitchen

2030A Bingle.uummmmmmmmmmmn 713/360-6304
Tacos Dofia Lena

8788 HAMMENY s 713/993-6486
Urban Eats

3414 Washington AVe ... feasturbaneats.com

SPECIALTY RETAIL
Phoenicia Specialty Foods
phoeniciafoods.coM.mmmmmmmmmmmn 832/360-2222

STORAGE

Morningstar Storage The Heights

4495 Katy FWY s 281-728-4509
TOURS

Mr. McKinney's Historic Houston Tours
MisterMcKinney.com... 13/364-8674

TRAVEL/TRAVEL AGENCIES
Concierge Travel, Inc
ZELs PAVH VT T P —————— 713/661-2117

..713/529-3450

on’t give your

money to a
business that does
not support diversity.
Whether you’re
looking for the
butcher, the baker,
or the candlestick
maker, OUTSMART
can help you find
an equality-minded
business that
appreciates you
and provides
community support.

Why would you buy a cake
from someone who doesn’t
want to sell you one?

Read OuTSMART,
so you can have your
cake and equality, too.

For advertising and subscription
information, call 713/520-7237.

www.OutSmartMagazine.com

_(_)utvSmart

NURTURE

your LOCAL

BUSINESSES
WHo believe IN

EQUALITY.

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING
OUR ADVERTISERS!

Get listed on this page. Call 713/520-7237 or

email Marketing@OutSmartMagazine.com

DaltonIpeHart

PHOTOGRAPHIC FOUNDATION

PRESERVING YEARS OF
HOUSTON LGBTQ HISTORY!

Help us fund the digitalization and cataloging of
more than a million community photos by making a donation.

Info@DaltonDeHart.com P.O. Box 22641 Houston, TX 77277

.DaltonDeHart.
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SEEING CLIENTS

IN-PERSON

OR THROUGH HIPAA

COMPLIANT

CONFERENCING = . v = AL
SESSIONS o Farty s =
Denis “Woodja” - 1/ 2 PH'CE j(@_?ﬁ?
Flanigan, Ph. D. > N9 . GMONTH MEWBERSHIPS U110
Licensed psychologist |, s’ S

Y /ARl - LOCKER PASS SPECIAL! ey
skt g | (9X7- BUY 7 AND GET 2 FREE. | /=25

denisflanigan@houston-psychologistcom
- g | SEPT |
Specializing in individuals, . = : 1/ L 1 NuUL J) 5 -5
] s b G :

couples, & family relational ‘ | . ROUMS oix il qsgp\m
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:::3;:;:;;:2:‘““‘"%\ "4 1/2PRICE (S
HOES ' LOCKERS ALL DAY!

| TRk ~ N i
BEST MALE MENTAL - . SEPT
HEALTH THERAPIST : " \1 / ?gpﬁ I EE .?9

2011-20220utSmart Readers'Choice Awards il 4
RDOMS s > s ke pm

www.Houston-Psychologist.com

SQUIRT

LOOKING
FOR | NOW"
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BAR GUIDE

HOUSTON

2.0

Montrose’s newest dance club is open
Thursday through Sunday and features
a daily Happy Hour from 7 to 10 p.m.
2320 Crocker St, Houston TX 77006

Barcode

With the longest daily Happy Hours in
Montrose from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m., this
neighborhood watering hole is a popu-
lar spot. Drag shows occur Wednesday
through Sunday, and the bar hosts
karaoke on Mondays and Wednesdays.
817 Fairview, Houston TX 77006

BlurBar

This multi-level dance club features an
upstairs lounge and balconies, with
weekly events including Travesura
Thursdays and Latin Saturdays.

710 Pacific St, Houston TX 77006

BUDDY'S

“EveryBUDDY'S welcome” at this
modern LGBTQ bar with “events

as diverse as Houston." The bar
features cocktails, beer, karaoke,

pool, DJ's, and more.

2409 Grant St STE A, Houston TX 77006

Club Crystal

With roots going back to the iconic
club Inergy, Club Crystal is Houston's
original LGBTQ Latino nightclub. Find
some of Ingegy’s décor at this two-
room Latin/hip-hop club.

6680 Southwest Freeway,

Houston TX 77036

Club Geminis

The newest LGBTQ club in Southeast
Houston, where couples are welcome.
Friday-night super show with Rosselyn
D Montiel. $3 shots. No cover, free
parking.

10705 Gulf Freeway, Houston, TX 77034

Crocker Bar

This comfortably remodeled Montrose
nightspot offers karaoke on Tuesdays
and Thursdays, and extended Happy
Hour prices throughout the week.
2312 Crocker, Houston TX 77006

Eagle Houston

As part of the worldwide Eagle family,
Eagle Houston is the definitive home of
the man’s man. Leather, bear, or jock,
you'll find them all here. This neighbor-

hood bar has multiple levels and
outdoor decks, and regularly features
DJs and male dancers.

611 Hyde Blvd., Houston TX 77006

George Country Sports Bar
Regulars rule at this comfortable neigh-
borhood sports bar with dart boards
and pool tables. Sports fans can watch
games on televisions, and Steak Night
with chef Michele Free is on Thursday
nights.

617 Fairview St, Houston TX 77006

Hamburger Mary's Houston
This drag-queen themed downtown
restaurant serves up the best in
entertainment, delicious food, and
gloriously yummy drinks.

1008 Prarie St., Houston TX 77006

JR's Bar & Grill

Proudly serving Montrose for 40 years,
JR's Bar & Grill offers drag Sunday
through Thursday, karaoke Wednesday
through Sunday, and daily Happy Hour
specials on a spacious courtyard patio.
808 Pacific St, Houston TX 77006

KIKI

Montrose’s newest experience! Award
winning DJs, spectacular cocktails,
amazing lighting and huge screens
make for the best club vibe in town.
Doors open at 9p. Thursday - Sunday.
2409 Grant St,, STE D., Houston, TX
77006

LaGranjaDiscoy Cantina

One of Houston's favorite Latin LGBTQ
bars, La Granja Disco y Cantina is
open Wednesday through Sunday and
features daily Happy Hour prices, DJs,
drag shows, and karaoke nights.

5505 Pinemont Dr, Houston TX 77092

Michael's Outpost

The only piano bar in Montrose offers
great drinks, award-winning drag
shows, and a roundup of talented
musicians taking turns on the keys
seven nights a week.

1419 Richmond Ave, Houston TX 77006

Neon Boots Dancehall & Saloon
Houston's only LGBTQ country dance
hall is open Wednesdays through Sun-
days and hosts dance classes, steak
nights, bingo, and karaoke.

11410 Hempstead Hwy,

Houston TX 77092 —

2409 GRANT ST. STE. A
MONTROSE | HOUSTON

BUDDY'S

DAY LIFE
NIGHTLIFE

VOTED FAVORITE COMMUNITY BAR

Nightly Specials — Call for Details

Houston’s Hottest TcoaMIY'S

Voted the Best
W Place to Watch

Headquarters!
d Male Dancers

817 W. Dallas

7135717870 o

Tues. and Thurs, - Sunday Nights

HOUSTON'S ULTIMATE

HOUSE PARTY

HAPPY HOUR UNTIL IIPM:

QUEER THINGS to DO in HOUSTON
— WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND YPDATESI —

floutsmartmagazine ¥ @outsmarthouston (&) @outsmartmagazine

OUTSMARTMAGAZINE.COM

GUIDE
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GENERAL DERMATOLOGY
ACNE
ANTI-AGING
ECZEMA/PSORIASIS

SKIN CANCER TREATMEI!W TR &
SUPERFICIAL RADIOTHERARY, = A
MOHS MICROGRAPHIC SURGEYN \
CRYOSURGERY \,§

COSMETIC PROCEDURES
BOTOX
JUVEDERM
DERMAPLANING

2120 Ashland St.
Houston, TX 77008
713.864.2659

Dr. Alpesh Desai
Dr. Tejas Desai

BOARD CERTIFIED DERMATOLOGISTS

COME IN FORA "5 COSMETIC CONSULTATION!

BILL
GREEN

Former Elected State
Dist. Attorney, 3rd Dist.

Former Elected County
Attorney, Anderson Co.

Licensed by Supreme
Court of Texas

Personal Injury Law
AUTO ACCIDENTS
Criminal Defense Cases
All Felonies &
Misdemeanors

(above traffic tickets)

DW!I « Drug Cases
Domestic Violence
Rape * Robbery ¢ Murder

713-775-1912

MEMBER
State Bar of Texas - Houston Bar Association - Harris County Criminal
Lawyer - Association Texas Criminal - Defense Lawyers Association
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Papi's

Houston's newest Latin LGBTQ club
offers dancing, drag, and game
shows all week long. Visit Papi's
and experience the spicy side of
Montrose!

570 Waugh Dr, Houston TX 77019

PearlBar

Houston's only leshian bar—one of
just 21 left in the nation—is home to
a wide variety of events including
weekly drag-king shows, nationally
known LGBTQ DJs, and a queer farm-
ers market on the patio.

4216 Washington, Houston TX 77007

ReBar

This full-service venue offers
distinctive food with Southern flair,
a popular patio, multiple bars, VIP
bottle-service areas, a large dance
floor, and some of Houston's most
acclaimed resident DJs.

202 Tuam St, Houston TX 77006

Sabroso Patio Bar

and Restaurant

Northwest Houston's newest

LGBTQ destination, serving delicious
food and cocktails in a beautiful
patio setting.

5503 Pinemont Dr, Houston TX 77092

South Beach

Montrose's favorite dance club has
re-opened to rave reviews. South
Beach’s state-of-the-art sound, laser
light show, and world-class DJs make
the club a must-visit destination.

810 Pacific Street, Houston TX 77006

RIPCORD

Since 1982, this leather bar has been
a fixture in Houston's LGBTQ com-
munity. It's where the wild, the weird,
and the kinky gather on a nightly
basis—no pretense, no gatekeep-
ing, just pure camaraderie and
debauchery.

715 Fairview, Houston TX 77006

Tony's Corner Pocket

If you love a friendly bar staff, sexy
male dancers, and entertaining
showgirls, Tony's Corner Pocket is the
perfect spot. The bar is open seven
days a week and hosts shows like
Tornado Tuesdays, Wepa Wednes-
days, and Sassy Saturdays.

817 W. Dallas, Houston TX 77019

Viviana’'s Nite Club

This weekend-only LGBTQ Latin
dance club is home to a variety of
DJs, singers, talent shows, and
Sunday strippers.

4624 Dacoma St, Houston TX 77092

GALVESTON

23rd St. Station Piano Bar

This upscale piano bar with an exten-
sive martini menu offers daily drink
specials. Happy Hour prices from 4

to 7pm and live entertainment every
evening. Closed Monday and Tuesday.
Weekends include a full-service
outside garden patio bar.

1706 23rd Street

Galveston 77550

Robert's Lafitte

Texas' oldest bar has been open for
over half a century, and is home to
Galveston's original drag show.
2501 Avenue Q, Galveston TX 77550

Island Time Bar and Grill

Located at the historic Seawall Bou-
levard on 31st Street, this Galveston
spot offers dancing, food, drinks, drag,
and a wide variety of themed nights.
3102 Seawall Blvd, Galveston TX 77550

HUNTSVILLE

Ranch Hill Saloon

The first (and only) LGBTQ bar in
Walker County offers DJs, dancing,
drink specials, and drag shows.
1000 12th St, Huntsville TX 77340

SPRING

The Room

This bar and video lounge has a
laid-back atmosphere and features
daily drink specials, karaoke,

free pool, drag shows, and

live DJs several nights a week.
4915 FM 2920 #148,

Spring TX 77388

COLLEGE STATION

Halo

The only LGBTQ dance club in
Bryan/College Station is this sleek
spot located smack in the middle
of Aggieland.

121 North Main Street,

Bryan TX 77803



Historic
buildings in
Downtown
Bastrop TX.

Approx 3500 sf,
be a part of
Bastrop's
historic
downtown.

$940,000

Karen Derr

REALTY GROUP

Houston - Austin - Ranch & Land
713-875-7050

Buying, Selling and Investments

Available for all your Commercial and Residential Real Estate Needs

Beter GARY
sl10mes | s

g —

Lynette Lew . 713.582.2202
Residential and Commercial Realtor
Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate Gary Greene
Gary Greene Commercial Properties

Lynette@LynetteLew.com | www.LynetteLew.com

:
=

The ultimate loft in
Washington
Corridor.
70,000 sf lot with
over 59,000 sf
historic wooden &
warehouse ready for =
renovation. =

Right now is the perfect opportunity
% T0 BE PROUD OF WHO YOU ARE"

X T0 BE COMPASSIONATE TO
YOURSELF AND OTHERS

* T0 SHOW GRATITUDE TO THOSE™
YOU LOVE AND TRULY APPRECIATE

Voted BEST ASTROLOGER
by OutSmart Readers

~LILLY RODDY

BIAQBH
ASTROLOGER

.?K Personal astrological sessions

X Relationship readings 3 personal / business

- K Presentations & lectures to organizations

CONSULTATIONS BY
APPOINTMENT ONLY
GIFT CERTIFICATES « CREDIT CARDS

713.929.2842

Lillycath@aol.com ¢ www.LillyRoddyShow.com
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By LILLY RODDY

Prepare to Move Forward

Virgo season is all about advancing our goals after the 19th.

ARIES (Mar. 21-Apr. 19)

You begin the month by working on getting your
routines and life back into some sort of order. The first
half of the month is best for cleaning out and getting
everything back in place. You are also more motivated
to improve diet or exercise patterns. Later in the month,
your relationship energies are very active. Mars, your
ruler, is in Libra, your opposite sign. This should be a
time to put some positive energy into your partner-
ships. If you aren't getting enough attention, you may
generate some problems to bring both of you closer
together. Some of you are still wondering if you are on
the right career path or not. That should be resolved
later this year.

TAURUS (Apr. 20-May 20)

The cows and bulls are in a more creative time as the
month begins. You are working on making your life
more fun and enjoyable. As soon as your ruler, Venus,
goes direct on the 19th, it is time to move forward.

This is an excellent time to consider a new position at
work or start something on your own. You continue to
look for things that excite your passion and reduce the
daily drudgery. Later in the month, you are more aware
of your work and health conditions. This can be an
excellent time to visit the doctor and improve your diet.
At work, you are more short-tempered and may have a
more difficult time dealing with others. Home is a great
place for escape this month. You are making your nest
much more comfortable.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21)
Home, family, career, and security are the main topics
for you this month. You have been working to make

80 SEPTEMBER?2023 | OutSmartMagazine.com

your home a more comfortable place with your ruler,
Mercury, in Virgo retrograde. You will also be spending
more time with family and close friends. And if the
heat doesn't kill you, this is a good time to have a party
at your house! Later in the month, you are exploring
hobbies and spending more time with your children.
You are definitely looking for some creative outlets.
Children could be more independent and unruly over
the next month and a half. Career continues to be very
strong as you explore ways to move forward, take on a
new position, start something on your own or, if you are
older, cutting back on work and having more fun.

CANCER (June 22-July 22)

Your daily activities are keeping you busy, so you may
have a hard time keeping up. This is a good time to
improve old habit patterns. You are more talkative

than usual, so this can be a better time for writing,
podcasting, taking or teaching a class, and reviewing
your social-media content for needed revisions. By the
middle of the month, you are more focused on home
and family. After the 19th is a very good time for home
improvement, moving, or spending more time with your
family. You have also been focused on finances with
Venus retrograde, perhaps taking care of old debts or
incorrect billings. After the 19th is the time to put your
new ideas about improved finances into action. You are
not very patient this month, so find some positive ways
to direct this energy!

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

The focus this month continues to be on you, your rela-
tionships, and what you value the most. With primary
relationships, you have been reviewing what works and
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We are still in the Mercury

and Venus retrograde until

the 19th, so we’ll begin to

improve by midmonth. But

we aren’t out of the weeds
until closer to the end of the month, when
Mercury and Venus are moving at their
normal speeds.

The sun enters Libra, the Autumnal
Equinox, on the 23rd. Mercury remains in
Virgo, Venus in Leo, Mars in Libra, Jupiter
and Uranus in Taurus, Saturn in Pisces,
and Pluto in Capricorn. Our New Moon is
on the 14th in Virgo. The Full Moon is on
the 29th in Aries, when we are ready to
tackle some new and exciting projects.

Good days this month are September 4,
8,21, 25, and 30. Difficult days are Septem-
ber1,3,15,19, 24, and 29.

what doesn't. You have been working on improving
communications and renewing your connections. If
that hasn't been working, you may be ready to move
on. You are also exploring new ways to expand your
resources, get rid of services you no longer need,
and work on a budget. As the month opens, you are
more vocal about your needs and you are better at
communicating. This continues to be an improved
time for career. You are looking for more freedom,
more choices, and less connection to the grid.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.22)

This is your yearly cycle when the sun returns to
Virgo—normally a time of reassessment and set-
ting new goals. This has been even stronger with
Mercury retrograde in your sign until the 19th. You
have been more than ready to move forward. Long-
term planning and relationship goals are now more
important. With partnerships, this is a time to make
sure you're on the same page. This is a better time
for negotiations, which can help positive relation-
ships to move forward. In difficult partnerships, you
won't move forward without resolving the issues.
You are exploring ways to be more efficient at
work. Money and resources are on the menu after
midmonth. You can be more impulsive with your
spending!

LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 23)

September offers you periods for rest and retreat
from your obligations and responsibilities. You are
more interested in the bigger questions of why we
are here and what is our purpose. You will be more
focused on yourself and your relationships. Mars,



planet of self-protection and anger, is visiting your
sign for the next 40 days or so. Mars makes you take
life more personally, and become less patient. This
can be a great time to start a health program. By the
middle of the month, you are ready to step forward
as you continue to work on getting rid of debt and
giving yourself more freedom.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21)

You have been reconnecting with friends and family,
and that trend continues this month and through the
end of the year. This is also a more creative time for
you. You have been reviewing career choices and get-
ting ready to put your new ideas into action after the
19th. Some of you have been trying to figure out how
to make your hobby a side gig. Relationships continue
to be positive. If you are single, this is a great time to
meet new potentials. In existing partnerships, you are
looking to bring new fun and energy into your relation-
ships. Travel continues to look good for your sign. Later
in the month, you are ready to take a break for some
alone time as your psychic sensitivities increase. Self-
care becomes more important.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.22-Dec.21)

Career and work responsibilities continue to be very
strong as you reorganize and take a step back to evalu-
ate. By the middle of the month, you will be ready to
move forward and put new ideas into play. Your social

calendar improves. This is also a better time to market
your services or products. People are more receptive to
your advice. Home and family are requiring some of your
time. You may be considering relocating, moving, downsiz-
ing, and becoming more involved with the family. For you
older folks, this can be a time of retirement and cutting
back. You are definitely making changes in your work and
health routines. You are ready to be free of things that hold
you back. You expect your partner to be more responsible,
but it would help if you let them know that!

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

This is going to be a busy month as you enter a time of
expanding your knowledge base. You may be sharing
your insights more on social media in order to get your
name out there. Late September is an excellent time for
starting a podcast, teaching a class, and connecting
more with the global community. Your career energies
are very strong, so you might want to take on a leader-
ship role, look for a promotion, or start something on
your own. You won't be very patient this month, so try
to distance yourself from people who get in your way.
Connecting with friends and colleagues can be very
fruitful this month!

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

The waves of change continue to shift your home and
your family connections. If you are younger, you are
looking for ways to establish a home as your personal
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foundation. If you are older, you may want to step away
from past obligations and downsize, remodel, or possibly
move. This can also be a time when family roles are
changing, and you may need to step up. Partnerships
slowly become easier after the 19th. You are more
comfortable moving forward as you work to free yourself
from debt and the fears that have held you back. By the
end of the month, you are in a more creative and free
time when you could further your education, market
yourself on social media, or work with international
businesses.

PISCES (Feb. 19-Mar. 20)

You continue to feel a need to take more responsibility
for your choices. You are watching your boundaries and
avoiding people you have no use for. Personal relation-
ships have been unsettled, and will continue that way
until after the 19th. You are trying to determine if some
relationships are worth the effort. Renew the ones

you find beneficial, and move on from the others. Your
desire to be more secure remains strong. For you older
folks, this can be a time of retirement. Younger ones will
consider becoming more of a leader at work or in the
community. You may even want to start something on
your own. You want to have more freedom to do just the
things that matter.

Q Formore astro-insight,
visit lillyroddyshow.com.
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WIGGING OUT

Living Out Loud

Viva Vidalia is sweet like the onion, but she can still bring out the tears.

By SAMBYRD | Photo by ALEX ROSA

who’s wearing what, and where my things go.
Ithink out of all the places my designs have
ended up, I stilllove seeing local performers
wearing my stuff around town.

With a self-deprecating sense of
humor and the fashion sense of a
supermodel, Viva Vidaliabrings a
quirky yet relatable personato her
shows. The maven grew up near
the Big Apple, and now she’s
conquering the Lone Star State with her unique
brand of fun and flair. But don’t be fooled—she
can deliver a ballad live that will create a flood
of emotions. Read on for more about this
dazzling diva.

Whatis your secret talent?

Idon’tknow if T have atalent that I haven’t
already exploited for cash, but I think most
people don’t know that I started my music
career as an instrumentalist. I originally
went to college as a violin major before tran-
sitioning into a vocal major.

Pronouns?
She/Her while in drag, What’s your guilty
They/Them when out of drag pleasure?
Ilove anaughty
Hometown? romance novel. I have
Hempstead, New York large Audible library
of queer romance nov-

els. Thereisn’talot of
romance in my life right
now, so I get my lovey-dovey
fix from novels.

What got you interested in drag?

Iwas 18 and went by myselfto a Gay Night
atabarin my hometown. There was a drag show,
and as soon as the first performer finished I was
completely hooked. After the show, I saw the drag
queens getting free alcohol at the bar and decided
this was something I needed to do. I put on Payless
wedges and one of my mom’s dresses and went in
drag the next week. Someone bought me a drink,
and therestishistory.

Dragperformers are under attack in
many states right now. What are your
thoughts?

It’s definitely hard being a performerin a
state that is actively trying to criminal-

ize you for it. I think that the GOP needed
aboogeyman, and drag was an easy target
for them. All we can do is to continue what
most of us have been doing since coming out:
fight. Go to the rallies, get your friends and
families to vote out the conservative zealots,
keep educating, keep being visible. It’s more
important than ever to be as queer as you
possibly can.

Describe your performing persona.
Versatile. If you need a dancing girl, I'll buck the
house down. If you need a glamour girl, 'll throw
onagown. My drag persona is everything and
anything my audience needs it to be.

How did you pick your name?

Vivaisthe Spanish word for “to live,” so I like that
my name is averb. Vidalia is a sweet onion, and I
really like onions. Marry, Shag, Kill: Ryan Seacrest,

Ryan Gosling, Ryan Reynolds?

Ithink I'd marry, shag, and kill all three,
amass the fortune as their widow (after
solidifying my name in their wills, of course)
and then live out my life as an eccentric
billionaire who throws days-long orgies at
aprivate estate somewhere just outside of
New York City.

What got you into fashion design, and what
keeps you going?

I started making my own costumes out of neces-
sity. Tused to be about 150 pounds heavier than I
am now, and finding designers who would make
me costumes for reasonable prices was very dif-
ficult. SoIlearned how to make my own stuff.

What have you learned from dragthat
you use in your everyday life?

Where might we have seen your fashions?
Thave had things I've made on RuPaul’s Drag Race,

Dragula, and Camp Wannakiki.I've even had some Follow Viva Vidalia Find the humor in everything. No matter

pieces I've worked on walk down the Met Galared @VivaVidalia on what’s going on in your life, if you can find
carpet. As braggadocious as it sounds, I've been Instagram or the comedy in it, then it makes it easier to
doing this so long that I've kind of lost track of facebook.com/vivavidalia  feellike everything will be OK.
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HEALTH CARE
REIMAGINED

Exceptional Care Team
Free Rapid HIV, Hep C, and Syphilis Testing
Daily Oral or Long-Acting Injectable HIV Prevention & Treatment Options

Same- and Next-Day Appointments Available

WALKIN OR CALL
(713) 814-3730
TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT

James Carroll, MD Maggie White, FNP

Scan to Learn About
Bl ot Logacys HIV O WellnessBarByLegacy.org
Testing, Prevention, 120 Westheimer Road, Ste F

and Treatment — —
Services WELLNESSE/AH Houston, TX 77006




THEATRE
UNDER
THE STARS

23/24 SEASON

STEPHEN SONDHEIM'S

WEENEY
Topp

The DEMON BARBER of
FLEET STREET

0CT.17-29
GET TICKETS AT TUTS.COM
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