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nhope

Allies in Hope has a range of services

designed to end the HIV epidemic in

. HIV/STl Testing (Clinic, In-Home, At-Home)

. Same Day Treatment

« HIV Treatment + Linkage to Care

+ Social Services

+ Case Management 6260 Westpark Dr., Suite 100
. PrEP and nPrEP Houston, TX 77057

. Counseling

2328 Fannin St.
Houston TX 77002

. Stone Soup Food Pantry

. Camp Hope (Youth and Family Program)

. Supportive Housing

. Incarcerated/Recently Released Outreach

+ Medicol Transportation Ascistance Proagram
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AHE  Wellness Centers

Fannin Houston
7400 Fannin St, Ste #1118 1435 Westheimer Rd
(713) 799-8994 (713) 391-8992

freeSTDcheck.org



UNCOMPROMISING
EXCELLENCE IN DENTISTRY

Favorite Dental
Hygienist
CHRISZELDA,
KATE and TU

Dr. Tyler
Henthorn

Dr. Robert
Hines

ya &
P SIS
de Guzman ™ 4 . ~

Dr. Marcus

Veneers, Implants, Esthetic Fillings & Smile Makeover | In House Financing
Your Dentist is Certified in Oral Conscious Sedation | Most Insurance Accepted
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Celebrating Diversity and Making
Houston smile since 2009!

Arts District @ Sawyer Yards Ma ke an appointment today! Montros.e Collective
2313 Edwards St., Ste. 150 888 Westheimer Rd. Ste. 212

Houston, TX 77007 713.518.1411 | BAYOUCITYSMILES.COM Houston, TX 77006
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THE LIFE AND IMPACT
OF TREY YATES

The Houston attorney was a
pioneer in the fight for civil rights
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‘BECOMING
WHO WE ARE'

Diamond Stylz' children’s book
spotlights trans resilience

49
COMMUNICATING
KINDNESS

Paris Kissel's PR firm is on a mission
to make the world a kinder place
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Three leaders who are creating
a safe space for LGBTQ youth
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Veteran event planner Susan
Christian heads to Rice University
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Angela Hucles Mangano kicks off a
new era for the Houston Dash

Ll
BRINGING PRIDE |
TO THE RODEO S

Ashley and Jacquey Creath are '\‘
longtime Out at the Rodeo volunteers
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Ben Chavez explores the power of
identity in a new stage production
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COMMITMENT
TO COMMUNITY

“We are able"
each and every pati
individualized treatment
and time they deserve.”

— KENNETH JONES, Pharmacist

Our team builds relationships with patients
that enable us to better serve all of their
health and wellness needs.

LEARN MORE ABGC
GO ABOVE AND

LegacyCommunityHea

Legacy Pharmacy Legacy Pharmacy Legacy Pharmacy
Montrose Lyon Sharpstown L\ i
1415 California 5t. 3811 Lyons Ave 6441 High Star Dr., Ste. 100 — PHARMACY
Houston, TX 77006 Houston, TX 77020 Houston, TX 77074

Caring and supportive pharmacists | Personalized health and wellness coaching | One-on-one medication counseling
Easy Prescription refills | Free delivery prescription plan | Vaccinations | Medication Therapy Management



PLAN WISELY.
YOU WON'T GET °
A DO-OVER.

A successful retirement in the future can

often depend on having a solid plan now.

If your money isn't working as hard as you
are, it may be time to act—there are no
do-overs inretirement planning. Now is
the time to consider developing a strategy
that can help you work toward your
financial goals. | specialize in providing
comprehensive, financial guidance with
the goal of maximizing every remaining
moment of the retirement countdown.

Gall today 1o learn more
or o schedule a consultation.

MIDTOWN FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC.
Grace S. Yung, CFP?

CEQ & Founder | Wealth Advisor
3355 W. Alabama 5t., Ste. 180
Houston, TX 77098
713-355-9833 Direct

GAYEST=
GREATEST

2024 READERS’
. : e CHOICE AWARDS
1-855-464-3869 Toll Free WINNER!

grace,yung®pl.com
www.midtownfg.com

BEST FINANCIAL PLANNER I\I I D T O \‘.V N

Securities and advisory services offered through LPLFinancial, a EIRANCHAL DRGLP

Registerad Investmant Advisor, Member FINRA / SIPC.

Join Our Team
as Advertising Sales
Executives!

e ——
Connect, Innovate, Succeed

Reach the LGBTQ Community
with Your Sales Expertise.

- Organized, self-motivated, and creative? We want you! Develop print, online, and digital ad
E m sales to the LGBTQ community. Prospecting, negotiation, and exceeding sales goals - it's all
— part of the job. Show your communication skills, generate leads, and make an impact.
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GAME CHANGER

Women in Power: Angela Hucles Mangano
is shaping the future of women's soccer
at the Houston Dash.

Photography courtesy of Houston Dash



“l1 LOVED

MY DENTIST

SO MUCH,

| MARRIED HIM!”

51
2024 READERS'
CHOICE AWARDS

WINNER! 4

® @ DR SAM CARRELL
Winner Best Dentist
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> B Finalist Best Dentist
% R
bc : JACQUELINE CLEMMER
L Winner Best

Dental Hygienist |
MELISSA BAEZ

Finalist Dental
Hygienist

MONTROSE DDS
— 2o Y —

GENERAL & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

IN-OFFICE FINANCING AVAILABLE!
SAMUEL A. AUSTIN T.
CARRELL, DDS . FAULK, DDS
3¢ invisalign CandidPro”

PRO
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
ABOUT TREATMENT, CALL US:

81-779-8705

www.offeringhope.org

Email us at Editor@OutSmartMagazine.com

e
RECENTLY MARRIED?

OutSMART wants all
of the det and may
feature your LGBTQ
love story in
our monthly
Wedding Guide.
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SKIN Renaissance

LASER CENTER

PERSONALIZED | COMPREHENSIVE | DOCTOR SUPERVISED

OCTAVIO LUCIA MANGLE,
BARRIOS, MD MPAS, PA-C

Botox - Restylane
Radiesse - Sculptra

Dermal fillers can take years off even
decades; giving a natural, pleasant,and
well-rested look.Dr.Barrios added volume
to patient's upper & lower cheeks and
chin to reverse the signs of aging.

- NON-SURGICAL
- IMMEDIATE LASTING RESULTS
- AFFORDABLE

- Wrinkles - Rosacea - Facial Sagging
- Face Acne (active & scars)
ace & Leg Veins - Laser Hair Remova

» Platelet-Rich Plasma (PRP) Treatments for ED
- PDO Facial Thread Lifts

Call for your FREE Consultation
713.942.SKIN (7546)

517 West Gray St. - Between Montrose and Taft

e

AWARD-WINNING
HEART-& STROKE GARE

Harris Health Ben Taub Hospital

HARRISHEALTH WE LIVE THIS
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OURWHY IS ¢#¥c.. LONE STAR_

8WK2 CLASSES BEGIN MARCH 19. COLLEGE
HOUSTON

Q © D © O LoneStaredu/HoustonNorth NORTH
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Our March issue is highlighting

both Women’s History Month

and the annual Transgender

Day of Visibility on March 31.

Writer Lou Weaver details

plans for this year’s Trot for
Trans Visibility 5K Fun Run, which builds on
the success of the 2024 event organized by Lou
in collaboration with endurance athlete Cal
Dobbs. Organizers encourage trans individu-
als and allies to show up on March 29 to stand
together and affirm that trans people will not
be erased.

Our cover star Angela Hucles Mangano has
spent her life breaking barriers in soccer—from
playing on all-boys teams as a child to recently
becoming president of women’s soccer for the
Houston Dash. Writer David Clarke spoke with
her about the culture of community involve-
ment she is fostering in her new role as an
advocate for greater visibility and investment
in women’s sports.

Then we meet the women leading Tony’s
Place, alocal drop-in center for LGBTQ youth
that provides essential services and a safe
space for those facing homelessness and
instability. Carrie Rai, Alyssa Kelly, and Giana
Ramirez all see the organization as more than

EDITOR'S NOTE

just a shelter—it’s a place of belonging and em-
powerment. Writer David Clarke details how it
has become abeacon of resilience as political
attacks on queer youth escalate.

Also in our Women in Power feature this
month islongtime City Hall visionary Susan
Christian, the events planner responsible
for decades of major city-wide events. Susan
has begun anew chapter in her career as Rice
University’s events planner. And don’t miss our
story on Paris Kissel, another public-relations
leader who empowers her clients to build com-
munity and advocate for making the world a
kinder place.

Writer Brett Cullum spoke with trans
activist Diamond Stylz, whose children’s book
Becoming Who We Are is in the running for
a GLAAD award this month in Los Angeles.
Stylz’ graphic novel is centered around her
fight to wear a gown to the high school prom,
but it especially highlights trans joy and the
power of community.

‘Writer Connor Behrens brings us Ashley
and Jacquey Creath’s love story that began in
a Montrose bar and has continued through
almost two decades of community service. As
faithful volunteers at the Houston Livestock
Show and Rodeo, they’re helping to make the

annual Out at the Rodeo day a big success.

Our Arts & Entertainment news cov-
ers Houston-based artist and advocate Ben
Chavez, who is having a busy month onstage as
he premieres his Last Day, County Fair (part of
Performing Arts Houston’s New/Now series)
and then teams up with singer Courtney Mar-
kowitz for the 72nd annual Diana Awards gala.
Writer David Clarke interviews Chavez, who
tells us about his commitment to empowering
LGBTQyouth through storytelling and music.

Like many independent media outlets,
OutSmart facesfinancial challenges as we
remain committed to telling LGBTQ stories
that might otherwise go unheard. If you believe
in the power of independent local LGBTQ jour-
nalism, please consider becoming a charter
member of the OutSmart Foundation. Even a
small monthly donation can help sustain our
mission.

Greg Jeu
Publisher

Your Support Transforms LGBTQ Stories into Change

Why are we asking you to donate to the

OutSmart Foundation?

12 MARCH?2025 | OutSmartMagazine.com

By supporting the OutSmart Foundation,

you invest in a platform that amplifies
underrepresented voices and promotes

equality through storytelling. You help
produce journalism that confronts
prejudice and embraces diversity.
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% % % HoustonBallet
Sleeping
Beauty

March 13-23

ACT NOW!

Great seats still available for
March 14 @ 7: 30 PM and
March 22 @ 1:30 PM

HOUSTONBALLET.ORG | 713.227.2787
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Liberation Breakfast designed to drive systemic
change on February 1, 2025, at the Montrose
Center. Pictured are participants.

On February 6, 2025, a re-election fundraiser for
Jonathan Estrada for Pasadena City Council was
held at the home of Mayor Annise Parker. Pictured
are Mayor John Whitmire, former Mayor Annise
Parker, Kathy Hubbard, and Eric Blackwell.

On February 13, 2025, the Harris County
Democratic Lawyers Association held its February
2025 CLE with Harris County District Attorney
Sean Teare at Pinstripes. Pictured are Kimberly
Dang, HCDLA President; Harris County District
Attorney Sean Teare; and Ross Miller.

On February 18, 2025, a reception for Judge Fran
Watson, Probate Court 5, was held at Carrabba's.
Pictured are Judge Jerry Simoneaux, Judge Fran
Watson, and Judge Pamela Medina.

14 MARCH 2025 | OutSmartMagazine.com

SCENE OUT

Photos by
DALTON DEHART AND CREW

On Feb. 2, 2025, Mr. and Miss Silver Spurs held a benefit

for TGRA at Los Robles. Pictured are Kirk Wyllie, 2nd

Runner-Up Mr. IGRA 2025; lowna Sweetpea Standards,

Miss Silver Spurs; Justan Standards, Mr. Silver Spurs;
Kevan O'Neil, Mister IGRA 2025.

Interfaith Ministries for Greater Houston Luncheon
“"Wag & Whiskers" was held at Hotel ZaZa on
February 8, 2025. Pictured are Kim Padgett, Frank
Billingsley, and Ernie Manouse.

OUT in Tech hosted “Here for You—A February
Pick Me Up" at Second Draught Craft Beer Pub
on February 13, 2025. Pictured are those in
attendance.

The Greater Houston LGBTQ+ Chamber held its
3rd Thursday Breakfast Community with guest
Harris County Attorney Christian Menefee on
February 20, 2025. Pictured are County Attorney
Christian Menefee and Tammi Wallace.

Pride Houston 365 held its 2025 Logo Unveiling
and Announcement of the Pride Grand Marshal
Nominees at Lustre Pearl on February 5, 2025.
Pictured are Pride Houston 365 members,
supporters, and Pride Grand Marshal Nominees.

On February 12, 2025, the Greater Houston
LGBTQ+ Chamber hosted the chapter meeting
for The Houston Business Action to End

HIV Initiative at Amegy Bank. Pictured are
participants.

g

The Krewe of Olympus Texas Ball “New Orleans
French Quarter” was held at The Wyndham Hotel
Heritage Center on February 15, 2025. Pictured
are King Olympus LIl Bill Henry and Queen
Olympus LIl David Wallace.

The Mystery and Fantasy Mardi Gras Party 2025
“Broadway” was held at Numbers on February 22,
2025. Pictured are costume contest winner Max as
Lydia from Beetlejuice, emcee Robert Harwood,
and judge Clifford Dotson.



EXPERT LEGAL SUPPORT FOR SAME-SEX COUPLES

PROTECTING YOUR RIGHTS

At the Law Office of Sam M. (Trey) Yates, lll, P.C., we are dedicated to ensuring same-sex couples receive the legal
protection they deserve. Whether you're navigating estate planning, child custody, or divorce, we stand by your side.

LEGAL CHALLENGES YOU MAY FACE

Partnerships & Divorce:

Unequal laws can complicate separations, affecting
assets, custody, and spousal support. We fight to
secure what's fair and rightfully yours.

Surviving Spousal Rights:

Same-sex spouses may face hurdles in inheritance
and legal recognition. We help you protect what
matters most.

For over 40 years, Trey Yates has been a dedicated legal
Parental & Custody Rights: Dlaved s key role i buding many successul nonprofts
Protecting your family and securing parental rights that continue to serve the LGBTQ community today.

post-separation. Your family’s future is worth protecting. ‘Comm/'tted to justice and service, Trey’s impact is felt both
in the courtroom and beyond.

SCHEDULE A CONSULTATION

2900 Weslayan St., Suite 350

IO, 1A Ty Board Certified Family ——

713.932.7177 Law Attorney by the ! l
treyyateslaw.com Texas Board of Legal I
office@treyyateslaw.com Specialization since 2010. ——}

TREY YATES LAW

The Guide to
GOOD
DI CE

In 2011, Trey Yates created the popular, educational seminar series

.'l § ,
Education, and Support
for Your Journey

called The Guide to Good Divorce. Designed to help women

effectively advance through the divorce process toward a fuller, Satu rday, Aprll 5, 2025
happier life, the seminars offer guidance from uniquely qualified 830 am to 2 pm
experts on what Yates calls the Five Keys to a Good Divorce:
acquire legal knowledge, engage in divorce financial planning, gain St R .
. Regis Hotel

new life skills, practice wellness, and create new communities.

1919 Briar Oaks Lane ® Houston, Texas 77027

QUESTIONS:?
Call Vanessa at 713-932-7177 LLEARN MORE
or email Vanessa@treyyateslaw.com www.guidetogooddivorce.com
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THINGS o DO

Out at the Ballet

for In the Night

Houston Ballet and OutSmart
magazine host a special reception
for LGBTQ ballet lovers and friends.
Get 25% off select seats, a compli-
mentary drink voucher, and access
to the reception area before the
show and during intermission.
tinyurl.com/yeywzbw4

COMMUNITY

March 22

Out at the Rodeo 2025

Join LGBTQrodeo lovers in celebrating community while enjoying
Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo events, live music, and heart-
pounding carnival rides. tinyurl.com/2nhz9ez6

16 MARCH?2025 | OutSmartMagazine.com
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COMMUNITY

March 29

Trot for Trans Visibility 2025

Triple A Alliance is celebrating the annual Trans Day of Visibility.
Proceeds from the 5K run will support the alliance and the Trans
Legal Aid Clinic Texas. tinyurl.com/5n7kfzt4
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STAGE

March 8

HERSstory: A Celebration of
Women’s Voices

In honor of International Wom-
en’s Day, Pride Chorus Houston
presents a special concert paying
tribute to trailblazing women.

STAGE
March 6
ActOut for The Glass
Menagerie

Ticket holders for the Alley
Theatre’s production of Tennes-
see Williams’ classic The Glass
Menagerie can enjoy a pre-per-
formance mixer with music, so-
cializing, light bites, and drinks.
tinyurl.com/mv2ht7z2

tinyurl.com/bdcm3jhx
STAGE COMMUNITY
March 10 March 13
2025 ExxonMobil Bringin’in the Green

Theater District Open House
Explore downtown Houston’s
world-class theaters during a day
of fun and learning for all ages,
with interactive activities and
theater tours.
tinyurl.com/wchns5pas

LGBTQ Houston’s favorite St.
Patrick’s Day celebration is back!
This evening of fun benefits the
Montrose Center and features an
open bar, hors d'oeuvres, and a
luxury silent auction.
tinyurl.com/4n7radja

ART

March 4-29

International Watermedia
Exhibition

The Watercolor Art Society of
Houston is hosting the exhibition
thisyear, featuring the finest
contemporary watermedia art
from around the world.
tinyurl.com/mwSrweut

STAGE

March 6-7

New/Now Project Premiere:
Last Day, County Fair
Houston favorite Ben Chavez
premieres his Last Day,

County Fair, one of the 2024-25
winners of the Houston Artist
Commissioning Project.
tinyurl.com/22nznfdt

COMMUNITY
March 9
36th Annual Walk to End HIV
Lace up your sneakers and join
Allies in Hope to work toward

an end tothe HIV epidemicin
Houston and beyond.
tinyurl.com/3kepf5uz

COMMUNITY
March 20
Houston Champagne Brunch
Jointhe LGBTQ+ Victory Fund
in supporting LGBTQ candi-

.| dateswhile toasting out elected
officials in Texas and beyond.
tinyurl.com/ywbnndn5

COMMUNITY
March 28
72nd Annual Diana Awards
Getready for anight of glamour,
hilarity, and heartfelt giving as The
Diana Foundation—America’s oldest
LGBTQorganization—presents their
festive Diana Awards.
tinyurl.com/5cu7csu8

More Queer THings o Do —

SCAN HERE, FOR A WEEKLY

ROUNDUP OF LGBTQ
HAPPENINGS IN HOUSTON!

OutSmartMagazinecom | MARCH 2025 17



Access Care of Coastal Texas. Inc.

Er

b Eeasia Spetng G

Galveston Island Convention Center
5600 Seawall Boulevard

Sunday, April 6, 2025
OO O
s o 9

Live Performances by:
Davey Wild
with Lucio Nieto
& A Sure Thing

SPONSORED BY

< %, Galveston @:Z@“f@
i el 75 bt

Specialty ( ﬁ.éﬁ%ﬁ*,
Pharmacy D=
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

QUEERTHINGS to D®
SAVE the DATES

STAGE

April 5

Houston Pride Band presents Loteria

Experience a concert inspired by the imagery and stories of the
Latin American game of chance. tinyurl.com/54n6pvns

STAGE

April 9

Cynthia Erivo with the Houston Symphony

Cynthia Erivo brings her gravity-defying voice to Jones Hall for a
one-night-only performance backed by the full Houston Symphony.
tinyurl.com/b9v7b4yt

COMMUNITY

April 20

Bunnies on the Bayou 46

Bunnies on the Bayou returns to Sesquicentennial Park in downtown
Houston. The outdoor party features live outdoor DJs, entertainment,
drinks, food for purchase, dancing, and sponsor booths.
tinyurl.com/yc2yms9r

STAGE

June 28, 29

Beyoncé’s Cowboy Carter Tour

Beyoncé brings her national tour to Houston’s NRG Stadium for
two shows. tinyurl.com/9mf54n7p

Q Submit your events at calendar@outsmartmagazine.com
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VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION
DAY PRESENTED BY PHILLIPS 66

PRIDE UNDER PRESSURE

Mayor of San Antonio

EHAMPABNE HH” N EH 2”25 Gina Ortiz Jones will be the first out lesbia
Mayor of San Antonio!

Sunday, March 30 | 1AM - 2PM
HYATT REGENCY HOUSTON DOWNTOWN

Rozia Henson
Virginia House of Delegates

Rozia was the first out gay Black man
elected to the Virginia legislature!

U.S. REP. JULIE JOHNSON

Featured Speaker

Ashley Shade -
North Adams City Council

Register now at VICTORYFUND.ORG/HOUSTON AR S

elected to office in North Adams!
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4% MONEY SMART

By GRACE YUNG, CFP

Choosing the Right Power of Attorney

Secure your future by finding decision-makers you can trust,

Choosing apower of at-
torney (POA) is one of the
most significant deci-
sions you can make when
planning for the future.

A power of attorneyisa

trusted individual (or indi-
viduals) who can make important decisions on

your behalf should you become incapacitated
or otherwise unable to handle your affairs.
The right choice requires careful consider-
ation, as it entails significant responsibility
and legal authority over your financial and
health matters.

The Power of Attorney’s Role
A POA can be appointed for different aspects
of your life. The two primary types of POAs
are:
® Health Care Power of Attorney — This
person makes medical decisions on
your behalf, ensuring that your health-
care preferences and treatment plans
are followed.
® Financial Power of Attorney — This per-
son manages financial affairs such as
paying bills, handling investments, and
overseeing real estate transactions.
You may choose to designate one person for
both roles or appoint two separate individuals,
depending on their strengths and expertise.
Regardless, the role comes with great respon-
sibility, and it is not a decision to be taken
lightly.

Key Considerations

When selecting a POA, several crucial factors

should be taken into account:

® Proximity and Accessibility

Having alocal POA can be highly ben-
eficial. The closer they are, the easier it
will be for them to handle legal matters,
attend meetings, or respond quickly to
emergencies. A POA who lives far away
might face logistical challenges in
managing affairs promptly.

Age and Longevity
Choosing someone younger or atleast
in good health is a practical consid-

20 MARCH 2025 | OutSmartMagazine.com

eration. Your POA should be someone
who is likely to be available and capable
of serving in the role for the foreseeable
future. While age alone is not a deter-
minant, an older POA might eventually
face their own health challenges, which
could impact their ability to act on your
behalf.

Time and Availability

Serving as a POA is ademanding role
thatrequires time and commitment.
Some people, due to career demands,
family responsibilities, or personal
constraints, may not have the band-
width to take on this responsibility
effectively. It is essential to choose
someone who has the time and willing-
ness to fulfill the role.

The POA’s Decision-Making Skills
Your POA should be someone who
remains calm under pressure and can
make sound decisions, especially in

stressful situations. If they will be
your Health Care POA, they must be
able to advocate for your wishes in
medical settings, even when faced
with emotional challenges. Similarly, a
Financial POA should be level-headed,
responsible, and capable of managing
money prudently.

® Financial and Legal Acumen
A Financial POA should be comfortable
handling money, managing invest-
ments, and making financial decisions
inline with your best interests. If they
lack expertise in these areas, they
should at least have the wisdom to seek
professional guidance when necessary.

Introducing Your POA to

Your Financial Advisor

Once you have chosen your POA, itis a wise
step to introduce them to your financial
advisor. This ensures that your POA is not
stepping into the role blindly should they need



to take action. A financial advisor can provide
insight into your accounts, financial plan, and
investment strategy, helping the POA make
informed decisions. Additionally, establish-
ing arelationship with your financial advisor
beforehand can make the transition smoother
if the POA ever needs to step in.

Discussing and Documenting Your Wishes
Itis crucial to have open and honest discus-
sions with your chosen POA about your
expectations and wishes. Whether it’s your
preferences for medical treatment, financial
priorities, or specific directives regarding as-
set management, providing clear instructions
ensures that your wishes are honored. Legal
documentation, such as aliving will or advance
directive, can provide additional clarity and
support.

Consider Naming a Backup POA

Life isunpredictable, and circumstances may
change. Your chosen POA may no longer be
available or willing to serve when the time
comes. Naming a contingent or backup POA is
asmart move to ensure continuity in decision-
making if your primary choice cannot fulfill
therole.

Selecting the right power of attorney is a
critical decision that requires thoughtful con-
sideration. The individual(s) you choose should
be trustworthy, responsible, and capable of
handling the duties required. Whether you
appoint one person or divide responsibilities
between a Health Care POA and a Financial
POA, your choice should be well-informed and
discussed openly. Furthermore, introducing
your POA to your financial advisor can help
ensure a seamless transition when the time
comes.

By taking these steps, you can have peace
of mind knowing that your affairs will be man-
aged according to your wishes, even if you are
unable to make decisions yourself.

This information is not intended to be a sub-
stitute for individualized legal advice. Please
consult your legal advisor regarding your
specific situation.

Grace S. Yung, CFP ©, is a CERTIFIED FINANCIAL
PLANNER practitioner with experience in help-
ing LGBTQ individuals, domestic partners, and
Sfamilies plan and manage their finances since
1994. She is the managing director at Midtown
Financial Group, LLC, in Houston.Yung can be
reached at grace.yung@Ipl.com. Visit letsmake
aplan.org or midtownfg.com/lgbtgplus.10.htm.
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TRANS VISIBILITY

Standing Tall, Running Proud

The Trot for Trans Visibility 5K is a powerful stand against erasure.

henIcame outastrans
backin 2007, no one really
seemed to care about trans
people. We were slightly
invisible, or at least not
the focus of the country’s
obsession.

Butthenin 2014, the
Houston Equal Rights Ordinance was pro-
posed. While the City Council was deliberat-
ing the issue, outside City Hall people were
chanting, “No men in women’s restrooms!”
This was to be the rallying cry, beginning in
Houston, traveling to North Carolina, and
back to Texas with a vengeance in 2017. This
attempt by some to erase people who do not
conform to what they expect men and women
tolooklike has swept the nation. During
this time, more and more folks—including
non-binary and gender-expansive folks—have
come out. One would think this would make
life different and it would make life easier.

Here we are. We are your friends, your fam-
ily, your loved ones, and your co-workers. Yet,
the more visible we become, the more we’ve
had atarget placed on our backs. In 2015, when
same-sex marriage became legal, things really
started changing. The rallying cry of “No men
in women’s restrooms” was all people could
talk about, as far as the LGBTQ community
went. It has become even harder to be who we
are and to be out, to be visible.

In some ways, it feels asifitis a Catch-22.
It’s so important for people to see us—for kids
to see trans grownups, and for parents to see
that their kids have a future. Trans folks de-
serve to see other trans folks and be in commu-
nity with them. Yet coming out and being loud
and proud has led to so much hate and bigotry.

The word transgender is literally being
erased from so much across the country. It was
justannounced that the National Park Service
has removed the word transgender from the
Stonewall Memorial website. The first bricks
thatlaunched our revolution were thrown by
black and brown trans women, those that were
the most marginalized even then. And now
their identities are gone.

But they aren’t forgotten, and we won’t be
forgotten either. That is why this year the Trot
for Trans Visibility is more important than
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ever. Itis soimportant that trans people see al-
lies, that trans people feel love, and that we can
feel joy and happiness in our own bodies with
our friends and our families in a place where it
is okay to be who we are.

Iinvite you, your friends, and your families
to come out and join us for the 5K on March 29
to be in solidarity with one another, to show
your love, to show your appreciation, and to
show you understand how importantitistobe
acommunity right now.

It getsharder and harder listening to the
rhetoric that says trans people don’t exist. But
nobody’s words are going to take our visibility
away from us.

About the Trot for Trans Visibility

In 2023, endurance athlete runner Cal Dobbs
(he/they) was planning a Trot for Trans Lives
5K in Austin to support trans and intersex
people. Knowing that alot of folks can’t get to

Austin, Lou Weaver reached out about coor-
dinating something in Houston. Cal and his
team responded, “Yes, let’s do a Houston 5K.”

Without knowing anything about 5Ks, or
even running, Weaver jumped at the
opportunity.

The Inaugural Houston Trot for Trans
Visibility 5K in 2024 was more successful than
he could have imagined. Thanks to help from
the local queer running community the Trot
became a much smoother operation, and the
start of something powerful for the local
trans community.

WHAT: Trot for Trans Visibility 2025
Houston 5K Fun Run
WHEN: Saturday, March 29,2025
Gather at 8:30 a.m., run starts at 9
WHERE: Frost Town Brewing,
100 N. Jackson St,
INFO: tinyurl.com/5n7kf{zt4
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COMMUNITY

The Life and Impact of Trey Yates

The Houston attorney overcame personal struggles
to become an LGBTQ-rights pioneer.

by BRANDON WOLF

“I'had ahappy childhood, for
the most part,” says Houston
attorney Trey Yates. “It just
came with difficulty and
struggles that were unneces-
sary. And I wanted to be accepted, as we all do
atthat age.Ithink my parents knew I was gay
long before I knew it.”
The youngest of three children, Yates
was born on March 6,1956, in New Orleans
where his father was in medical school and his
mother was anurse. After his father gradu-
ated, the family moved to Atlanta where he
took up his medical residency. Eventually, the
family moved to La Marque, Texas, near where
his father worked at the University of Texas
Medical Branch at Galveston. His father later
gave up his medical practice and became an at-
torney, practicing in Austin and then Houston.
Yates describes his mother as “very
driven,” and the person he credits for his
own sense of drive and determination. She
loved being a nurse and worked her way up to
head Austin’s Brackenridge Hospital School
of Nursing. As an OB-GYN nurse, she loved
delivering babies, though she also believed in a
woman’s right to choose whether or not to con-
tinue an unwanted pregnancy. Collaborating
with attorney Sarah Weddington and another
attorney brought in by Weddington, Yates’
mother helped write the medical aspects of
Roev. Wade, the 1972 Supreme Court case that
made legal abortion available to all women in
the United States (until the Courtreversed
its decision in 2022). “We got death threats,”
Yates says. “It was interesting.”

An Eagle Scoutat13
Yates attended elementary schoolin La
Marque and spent his junior high and senior
highyearsin Austin. He loved scouting, join-
ing the Cub Scouts and finally the Boy Scouts.
By the age of 13, he had achieved the rank of
Eagle Scout and remembers going to Austin
and meeting the governor.

“Iliked camping, and I liked rope ty-
ing,” Yates says. “And there was a lot of male
testosterone.” One weekend when Yates was at
acampout, a friend suggested they walk into

COURTESY
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town and buy some wine. “That sounded exotic
and dangerous,” he says. “We waited outside
of'a'7-Eleven store and got a hippie to buy each
of' us abottle of Boones Farm apple wine. I had
never tasted alcohol, and didn’t know I wasn’t
supposed to drink the whole bottle. After that
Ididn’t remember anything, but was told I
threw up in the campfire. My parents were
summoned, and I was asked not to return to
the troop.”

High School Musical

Inhigh school, Yates was drawn to classes in
English and literature. He became active in the
Drama Club, pursuing a goal to become an ac-
tor. Though his father’s life passion was sports,
Yates says his father “was very accepting” of
the fact that his son’s gifts and inclination
were not in that direction.

“Igrewup inthe South, and we had a
domestic thatlived with us and cooked,” Yates
recalls. “She could only cook vegetables if they
were fried. She could bake peach cobblers, but
they were dripping inlard.” It was no mystery,
he says, why he carried so much extra weight
or that school bullies taunted him as “a fat
faggot.”

Involved in the school’s student govern-
ment and amember of the debate team, “I was
as popular as I could be, not playing football,”
he remembers. But the ever-present bullying
still made life challenging. “You just somehow
get through it,” he says, “but it wasn’t pleasant
atthe time. I think my experience was quite
typical of gays and lesbians at that age.”

Yates often played the lead roles in the
school’s student productions and showed he
could handle any role. He appeared in Anton
Chekhov’s The Cherry Orchard, and sang and
tap danced in a musical version of Winnie the
Pooh.

For aregional acting contest, he was cast
as George in vignettes from Who’s Afraid of
Virginia Woolf? “I remember that they smoked
alot of cigarettes in the play, and our drama
teacher allowed us to smoke in the scenes.”
Yates especially enjoyed playing the part of
the emcee in a production of Cabaret. “I wore
fingernail polish, lipstick, and fake eyelashes.
It was all pretty exotic.”

Yates dated female classmates and had
girlfriends. His desirability was no doubt
enhanced by his father’s gift of an Oldsmobile
Delta 88, one of the most coveted sports cars
of its day.

“This was before iPhones and the internet,
and I was left to explore on my own and try
tofigure it all out,” he says about discovering
his true sexuality. “T had a crush on my drama
teacher. One night I snuck into a gay bar with
friends. And there my dramateacher was, with
hisboyfriend.”

Yates was aware of the Stonewall Inn riots

because of published reports in major maga-
zines, but his awareness of a growing national
gay community came from two magazines
thatheread atalocal newsstand. One was
After Dark, a slick, glossy magazine that often
featured black-and-white portraits of male
ballet stars in their tights, as well as reports on
the scene at the legendary New York City disco
Studio 54.

The other was Andy Warhol’s Interview
magazine. “It was oversized and had that sort
of newspaper feel to it. But I couldn’t buy them
and bring them home. That would have been
way too bold a move for me at that point. I did
think the most exotic place to be at that time
was either New York or San Francisco.”

Yates has always loved music of all kinds.
One day, a friend of his bought a copy of the
Jesus Christ, Superstar aloum. “We went to
his home and played it on alittle turntable,” he
says, “and I thought it was just amazing! Every
year the best of Broadway was published in
book form, complete with pictures. I remember
spending hours at the school library reading
that, and wanting to be that.”

Finding His Own Tribe

“Ididn’treally have any mentors,” Yates
confides. “The only obvious gay men were
usually flamboyant and over the top. I see
some pictures of me in those days, and I think
‘Who is this person?’ At one point I had a Peter
Frampton-style Afro. The country was firmly
into the disco age, and I wore platform shoes
and high-waisted bell-bottom pants. Things
were androgynous. It was the age of David
Bowie and Mick Jagger.” Yates says he came
to feel safe in gay discos because there were
so many other people thatlooked like him. “I
could openly express myself without condem-
nation,” he recalls.

The family of his childhood attended a
conservative Christian church. “Isangin the
choir and did little musicals for the church,” he
says, “but being gay was also the worst thing
that you could be from a Christian standpoint.
SoIwasin great conflict, because I really en-
joyed the church environment, and I had made
friends there. But from the pulpit, being gay
was an abomination. I was very spiritual, but I
rejected all of that formal dogma.”

College and Beyond

After high school, Yates attended the Universi-
ty of Texas. By this time, he was out of the clos-
etand frequenting Austin’s gay bars. “I spent
more time having a good time than studying,”
he confides. After a year, his parents, now liv-
ingin Houston, summoned him home.

He took ajob working in retail sales in
adepartment store in Houston’s Town and
Country Mall. First, he worked in the fine
china and glassware department, then moved

to women’s sportswear. Some of the older gay
men who worked in the store soon enlisted
him to work in display, dressing mannequins
and creating vignettes.

After ayear and ahalfat the department
store, Yates enrolled at the University of
Houston and subsequently began working as a
waiter. “You could go to school, have fun, make
some money, and go to bars,” he says about this
change of pace. “You could get away with two
hours of sleep. But I wanted to be an actor, so I
told my parents I wanted to go to Dallas. They
were bewildered, but supportive.”

Once in Dallas, Yates found a job as box of-
fice manager for Theater Three, where he was
also able to appear in small roles. He lived in
the Oak Lawn area, which had Dallas’ highest
concentration of gays at that time.

Do You Know the Way to San Jose?

Yates finally auditioned for the American
Academy of Dramatic Arts in Los Angeles
and was accepted. He jumped into his little
Chevette and drove to California to fulfill
hislongtime dream. “I was poor as a church
mouse, but thought that if I'm going to be poor,
thenI'll be poor in awarm climate.”

His once-again baffled parents paid for the
tuition. “Those were some of the happiest days
of my life because I was with other oddballs—
people that were creative, had energy, and
explored.”

In Los Angeles, Yates studied kabuki the-
ater, traditional stage, fencing, and even ballet.
Many of the classes were taught by people in
the film industry. But after a year and a half,
he noticed that “every waiter in Los Angeles
looked like they were 50 and still waiting for
their agent to call with that bigrole. Acting is
extremely competitive, and it’s a profession in
which you must get used to rejection. I realized
Ijustwasn’t good enough, and that was a so-
bering thought. I called my father and asked if
could return home to try to figure out my life.”

A Calling in Law

Yates’ father had changed his own career from
medicine to law, so he suggested that his son
might also be interested in alegal career. Now
in his mid-20s, Yates returned to school and
earned an undergraduate degree in political
science, then enrolled in St. Mary’s University
School of Law in San Antonio.

The choice proved to be a good one, and
Yates says it gave him an opportunity to really
shine as the new person he was becoming.

He joined the debate team, was elected to the
student council, and made many good friends.
It was through one of these friends that Yates
became awilling escort to Dallas debutantes
seeking a date for the many parties and other
events that their positions demanded. “Thad a
tuxedo, two formal shirts, and a blue blazer,” —
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herecalls, and that got him into some wonder-
ful parties where he didn’t have to pay for a
thing.

Law school was a kind of finishing school
for Yates. “I was already pretty articulate and
wellread, but I hadn’t known how to do deduc-
tive thinking or how to argue,” he explains. He
sat for the Texas State Bar exam and passed it.
Soon he was offered a job at a major law firm
in Dallas.

Assigned to negotiate personal injury
settlements, Yates remembers it was an amaz-
ing time for him. “Money was falling from the
sky, and suddenly I was making more money
than my father was in Houston,” he says. After
only three years of the good life, however, the
partners of the firm began in-fighting and he
decided the time had come to exit. He took up
his father’s offer to introduce him to the Hous-
tonlegal community.

Building a Life in Houston

In 1987, Yates opened a small practice in Hous-
ton and began learning about the business end
of running alaw firm, as well as the art of argu-
ing cases in court—something the lucrative
field of personal injury settlements had never
demanded.

He soon joined the Houston Volunteer
Lawyers, where he worked with pro-bono
family-law cases such as divorce and probate.
“Iliked knowing that I was making a differ-
ence in people’slives,” he confides. He also
began taking on various leadership roles in the
Houston Family Bar and sat on the board of the
Houston Volunteer Lawyers as he was building
his practice.

Bynow, AIDS was rampant within Hous-
ton’s LGBTQ community. “Those were dark
times,” Yates says. In response, he helped form
the first AIDS Outreach Committee of the
Houston Bar Association. Volunteer lawyers
came to the Houston GLBT Community Center
and helped draft wills for people who were
dying from the disease. “We helped restore
asense of dignity for them,” he confidesina
somber tone.

As Yates’ circle of friends broadened, he
helped create The Assistance Fund, whose
mission was to raise funds to help people
pay for their COBRA insurance premiums
after they had been laid off from their jobs.

He formed a friendship with society caterer
Jackson Hicks, whom he describes as “such
atireless advocate for those with HIV and
AIDS.” Yates also remembers other friends
who volunteered at the Omega House hospice,
sitting with people as they made their transi-
tions. Corporate sponsors were sought, and
Continental Airlines was one of the first to
sponsor major galas.

Ashead of The Assistance Fund board,
Yates helped hire Ken Malone as the first ex-
ecutive director. Yates also began helping the
AIDS Foundation Houston and the Houston
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Yates in front of the Wortham Center in the early 1990s, where The Assistance Fund held its
AIDS fundraiser Le Cirque Fantastique featuring The Pickle Family Circus.

Names Project, which was part of the national
AIDS Memorial Quilt. “We used to meet each
other at the discos, but now we were meeting
each other at funerals,” Yates recalls.

“My involvement with Trey began in 1988
during the formative years of The Assistance
Fund,” Malone remembers. “Trey was a true
visionary, taking what was a struggling group
of volunteers and then molding them into a
board and ultimately setting up the organi-
zation with a professional staffto guide its
growth. Trey used his contacts to produce
Le Cirque Fantastique, a very successful
fundraiser which featured The Pickle Family
Circus. We launched The Assistance Fund into
the world of grants and grant writing. He truly
made a difference in the way we did business
and charted our growth, so that we would be
able to serve many more clients while reducing
ourreliance on fundraising.”

Finding and Losing Love

Yateslost his partner, Victor Borgeson, in the
early 1990s. “He was such a sweet guy, and very
interested in the theater,” Yates remembers.
What struck him most was the drastic change
in Borgeson’s appearance. “He was a tall, cute,
muscular guy. And in a very short period, he
basically wasted away. He always had such a
great spirit. We had two dogs, and even at his
worst he insisted on walking them. He went in
for a procedure for his heart and had a stroke
onthe operating table. It was the first time I'd
really committed to someone, and then he was
gone. It was tough. It certainly brought all the
activism directly home.”

Yates found love again with Donald
Browning while serving on the board of The
Assistance Fund. Browning was taken away
by cancer after 13 years of companionship. “He
was a beautiful man—kind, generous, and quite
mischievous. I still miss him.”

Sara Selber was the executive director

of AIDS Foundation Houston (now Allies in
Hope) from 1994 to 1999. She looks back on
thoseyears: “Itis hard to describe Trey Yates’
work and dedication to AIDS Foundation
Houston without also thinking of Don Brown-
ing. It was as if we always had two individuals
for the price of one. They worked tirelessly

to bring programs that ensured clients were
able to die with dignity. And then as medical
advancements occurred, they helped create
incredible opportunities that helped clients
live with hope and optimism.”

A Tireless Activist
Yates also worked with his attorney colleagues
Mitchell Katine and Connie Moore. “We
fought for dignity for our relationships and
the right to adopt. I didn’t win alot of cases
because the cards were stacked against us, but
by bringing those cases before the judges, we
created awareness. With each experience, I
became a bit more politically savvy. I still had
anidealism of justice and equality. I felt it was
important to live my life with integrity.”

Attorney Veronica Jacobs met Yates in
1995 through Houston Volunteer Lawyers.
“At that time, there were attorneys who didn’t
even want persons living with HIV or AIDS in
their offices,” says Jacobs, “but I always knew
that Trey would respond without reservation.
He helped make clients feel that they were
worthy of having an attorney. We were work-
ingin a climate that was very hostile. Some of
the hardest cases were divorce proceedings
thatincluded custody of children. There were
people who thought if someone was HIV-posi-
tive or had AIDS, they should not be allowed to
take care of children or even visit them. There
was one woman whose family made her drink
out of only one glass, and she had a designated
plate, glass, and silverware.

“At Christmas time, we would help some
of our clients who had few resources to have



money for Christmas. We expanded it to
include single men and women whose families
had abandoned them due to the disease. Trey
said, “‘Yeah, I'm gonna help these people.” He
was just magnificent, even though he didn’t
know whether or not he was putting his career
ontheline.”

Funded by the Houston Bar Association,
the Houston Volunteer Lawyers “also learned
how to write grants for federal, state, and
Ryan White Care Act funding,” says Jacobs.

Attorney Michelle Goldberg met Yates on
the Houston Bar Association’s AIDS Out-
reach Committee in 1995. She remembers
“will-athons” that Yates organized. He pulled
together volunteer attorneys, notaries, wit-
nesses, and paralegals to give pro bono legal
assistance to people with AIDS who were sick
and had little or no money.

“He was so dynamic! I showed up one
day to volunteer and was blown away,” says
Goldberg. “In room after room, people were
being helped in drafting up wills and powers of
attorney. Paralegals were typing up the docu-
ments, really cranking them out. People were
also being given advice about life insurance
policies that were either being left to a partner
or being sold.”

Goldberg has also worked with Yates over
the years to provide legal help for clients who
had dependents with special needs. “Heis a
leader in this field, and he’s got a whole niche
onthis. He’s like a unicorn with family-law
cases because he is so good,” she says.

If Yates was working on a divorce case
where there was a special-needs dependent
involved, Goldberg says, “He knew how to ask
the right questions and get a whole team in-
volved.” She says that Yates helps make clients
make plans for the entire course of life of a
special-needs dependent. “Opposing counsel
didn’t always want to do this, but Trey would

L

notback down. He gave people answers and
hope,” she adds.

Shelley Kennedy served with Yates on the
board of the annual Black Tie Dinner fundrais-
er, and together they helped create a Houston
chapter of the Human Rights Campaign.
Kennedy notes that Yates is “a quintessential
gentleman, wonderful friend, community
activist, and advocate. We’ve known each
other for decades and were in the trenches
together during the AIDS crisis. Time spent in
Provincetown with Trey and Don is among my
fondest memories, and our friendship is one of
my greatest treasures.

“His knowledge of the law, coupled with his
willingness to help so many people and orga-
nizations, is priceless. When someone in our
community is faced with divorce, child custody
fights, lawsuits, or other legal challenges—
which is often an especially challenging situ-
ation in the LGBTQIA+ community—Trey’s
kindness and sense of humor bring immediate
comfort to the situation. No one ever wants to
be arguing against himin court, across a board
room, or over cocktails.”

Despite his enormous contributions, Yates
was troubled for years with imposter syn-
drome. “I didn’t think I was good enough to be
in these leadership positions. It was all in my
mind, but I think it came from those younger
years when I was called ‘a fat faggot.”

Learning with Every Case
Yates has constantly looked for new ways to
serve his clients, his community, and the city.
Living in an international metropolis, Yates
has never been afraid to represent clients from
diverse ethnic or religious backgrounds.
Ashelooksback on the past 40 years, Yates
admits that working as a divorce attorney has
taken a toll. “It’s a very toxic, stressful environ-
ment for the lawyer, as well as the families.”

Yates with the major underwriters for Le Cirque Fantastique,
which included former Texas first lady Nellie Connally.

But it has also given him a much-deserved
sense of purpose and fulfillment. “I have en-
joyed having to think on my feet, processing a
thousand things at a time in my head.”

Yates has also served on the boards of the
Houston Grand Opera, Unity Church, and
Bering Omega Foundation. He is an ombuds-
man for people needing long-term care. “Some
Medicaid facilities are horrible. People have
noidea.”

As aboard member of the Hermann Park
Conservancy, Yates was involved in the
successful efforts to restore the park to its
original plan. “It was designed by the same
man who designed New York’s Central Park.
Then World War I happened, and the original
design had never been completed.” Presently
living near Memorial Park, Yates confides that
he also loves to walk in the newly expanded
areas there.

Reflecting on a Blessed Life

Yates is bewildered by the political scene to-
day, which doesn’t make sense to him. “I have
this fight within myself: do I continue to lean
in? It’s so distasteful, and turning it off and not
listening to it is also a temptation. Is decency
still avirtue? It seems that telling the truth
doesn’t mean much anymore. Things have be-
come so crude and angry. But Ilive in a bastion
ofliberal friends.”

Yates does feel that it is important for vot-
ers to become more educated about the people
they elect who can have a direct effect on them,
sometimes with the simple stroke of a pen. “I
have alot of gay clients, and they are worried
about the results of the recent election.”

Yates also sees the rights of transgender
children being eroded, and feels that the
Supreme Court may try to undo marriage
equality. “It would send things into chaos and
basically return marriage-equality issues to
the states. One day a kid would have two dads,
and the next day he would have none.”

Life with his two rescue dogs, Moxie and
Bruno, help Yates deal with it all. “I can’t wait
to get home to them at night. There is nothing
like walking through the door and feeling that
unconditional love. If people listened to how
Italk tothem, they would think I was insane.
But they are my kids.”

Yates feels that he haslived a blessed life. “I
live alife of abundance—not just money, but my
relationships, loving a job that I get to do, the
spiritual journey I am on, a sense of curiosity,
and the supportive community I live in.” Now,
he says, he is focused on the future, looking for
other opportunities to help his community and
the city.

For more information, visit

treyyateslaw.com or follow Guide to
Good Divorce on Facebook at facebook.com/
GuideToGoodDivorce.
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WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH

In every corner of Houston, women are leading

with vision, resilience, and a deep commitment

to their communities. Whether in sports, advo-

cacy, or business, these trailblazers are shaping

the city’s future and creatinglasting change.

Angela Hucles Mangano, the new president

of women’s soccer for the Houston Dash, is committed to player
development and long-term investment in the game. She is
focused on ensuring that the next generation of athletes is
prepared to succeed.

Carrie Rai, Alyssa Kelly, and Giana Ramirezlead the
volunteers at Tony’s Place, a drop-in center providing support to
homeless youth in Houston. These women ensure that our most
vulnerable young people have a place to turn to in times of crisis.

Ashley and Jacquey Creath are proving that tradition and
progress can go hand in hand. These longtime rodeo volunteers help
make the annual Out at the Rodeo an event that expands LGBTQ
inclusion at one of the city’s most iconic events.

For nearly four decades, Susan Christian has been the master-
mind behind Houston’s biggest civic events such as our annual 4th
of July fireworks celebration. Her work has strengthened the city’s
sense of connection and pride—something she hopes to continue as
Rice University’s new events-planning leader.

Paris Kissel, founder of the Houston-based public relations
firm bekind comms, champions organizations and individuals com-
mitted to making a difference. Her passion for amplifying voices
that are often overlooked ensures that Houston’s changemakers
receive the support they need to thrive. —
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ANGELA HUCLES MANGANO | CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

ngela Hucles Mangano has
spent a lifetime breaking barriers. From her
early days dominating the soccer field to her
leadership roles in professional sports, she’s
made it clear that excellence and representa-
tion go hand in hand. Now, as the president of
women’s soccer for the Houston Dash, she’s on
amission to elevate the team and inspire the
next generation of athletes.

Hucles Mangano’s journey into soccer
began during her childhood when her parents
encouraged her to burn off some energy. “It
was like an instant love affair with the game
of'soccer,” she recalls. “Nobody in my family
played the sport. They had to describe what
the game was before I signed up for the neigh-
borhood team.”

Playing on all-boys teams in her youth,
shereveled in the speed, competition, and
camaraderie. “Orange slices at halftime—it
was such a great time,” she says with alaugh.
“And then I was able to just continue the love
of the sport throughout my childhood and into
my professional career.”

Despite her natural talent, Hucles
Mangano did not see professional soccer as
a career opportunity for herself. “That op-
tion did not exist for me in our country,” she
explains. “There was no professional women’s
soccer league in the United States when I was
growing up.” That changed the year after she
graduated from college, when the first US
professional women’s league was formed. She
seized the opportunity and never looked back.

Now an executive, Hucles Mangano
understands the struggles of being a woman
in sportsleadership. “Sometimes you don’t
realize the challenges you're going through as
awoman because they just feel like part of the
job,” she says. “But overall, the biggest chal-
lenge is opportunity and availability.”

Representation matters deeply to her.
“There was nobody who looked like me when
Iwas growing up,” she recalls. “To see a
woman—a woman of color, someone who’s
out and identifies with the LGBTQ+ family
in aleadership role—that wasn’t a thing. I
never had to see it to believe it, but I know how
important it is for others.”

Her LGBTQ identity has shaped her
journey in professional sports. “It’s part of
who I am, whether I'm in sports or outside of
sports. The more comfortable I feel in my own
identity, the better I am as a professional, and
the more success I tend to have.”
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“WOMEN BELONG IN EVERY
ROOM WHERE DECISIONS
ARE BEING MADE.
DON'T LET ANYONE MAKE
YOU FEEL LIKE YOU DON'T
DESERVE TO BE THERE.
YOU DO."

— Angela Hucles Mangano

In addition to leading the Dash, Hucles
Mangano is a wife and mother of two. Balanc-
ing her personal and professional life isn’t
easy, but she’s found an approach that works.
“I’'ve had to give myself grace,” she says.
“Work-life balance is hard because time spent
at work means less time at home, and vice

versa. So for me, it’s about integration—bring-
ing family into work and vice versa.”

As she steps into her role with the Houston
Dash, her primary focus is creating stability
and long-term success for the club. “Consis-
tency is key,” she explains. “We want to see
growth in our staff, our players, and our cul-
ture. On the field, that means setting a clear
goal—making the playoffs and then becoming
consistent contenders in the league.”

She also emphasizes the importance of
player development. “It’s not just about bring-
ing in talent—it’s about nurturing that talent
and giving them the resources they need to
succeed,” she says. “If we create a culture
where players feel supported, we will see the
results on the field.”

Community involvement is also a priority.
With a history of working with organizations
like You Can Play, which promotes inclusivity
in sports, she believes in the power of vis-
ibility. “This is our city. We are Houstonians.



How we show up for one another—both on and
off'the field—matters,” she says. “It’s not about
transactions. It’s about values.”

She’s also passionate about making sports
more inclusive for young athletes. “When I
was growing up, I didn’t see people like me
in leadership positions,” she says. “That has
to change. We need to make sure that young
athletes—no matter their gender, race, or iden-
tity—see aplace for themselves in this sport.”

Hucles Mangano recognizes the impor-
tance of paving the way for other women in
sports and business. “There’s a study that says
94% of women in the C-suite played sports,”
she notes. “That tells you something. Sports
teaches you life skills and professional skills
that translate into leadership roles.”

Her advice for young women aspiring to
break into male-dominated fields? “No dream
or goalis too small,” she says. “Put yourself out
there. Be intentional about your plan. Seek out
people who inspire you, and learn from them.”

She also encourages women to embrace
leadership roles with confidence. “Women be-
long in every room where decisions are being
made,” she says. “Don’t let anyone make you
feel like you don’t deserve to be there. You do.”

Aswe celebrate Women’s History Month,
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Houston Dash welcomes Fabrice Gautrat (I) as their new head coach and
Angela Hucles Mangano as the club’s president of women's soccer

Hucles Mangano reflects on the progress
women have made in sports—and the work
still to be done. “We’ve come a long way, but we
stillhave along way to go,” she says. “To create
more opportunities, we need to continue in-
vesting in women’s sports. Visibility is crucial.
Media coverage, sponsorships, fan support—it
all matters.”

She also emphasizes the role of allies in
pushing for change. “Men in leadership posi-
tions need to be a part of the solution,” she

says. “If we want to see true equity, we need
everyone advocating for women in sports, not
just women.”

With leaders like Angela Hucles Mangano
at the helm, the future of women’s soccer
looks bright. And as she works to bring the
Houston Dash to new heights, she’s also en-
suring that young girls everywhere can dream
alittle bigger.

For moreinfo, visit houstondynamofc.com

THE

VIP TENT OPENS

AT 6:00 PM

m.:e
l’

oou? = ORTE, CORE A
o0TH

HE GREATEST SHOW OF 2, |

MONTROSE

CIRCUS FLAIR OR COCKTAIL

WEAR REQUESTED
TICKETS START AT $200. PROCEEDS FROM THIS EVENT BENEFIT
CENTER AND ITS YOUTH PROCRAMS
MONTROSECENTER .ORG/EOF2S5
-8 . Montrose BIG TOP OPENS
, FOR ALL AT 7:00 PM

OutSmartMagazinecom | MARCH 2025 33



B ’*I!' '.:9
“] couldn’t be
happier with
my website. 10
out of 10 would
recommend!”

P X : LW <
WEBSITES. BRANDING. COPYWRITING.
ClarifiedComms.com

= T i
©e prasents

APRIL 20, 2025
SESQUICENTENNIAL PARK

KIO Kig;

PRESENTING SPONSOR

EARLY BIRD PRICING FOR | VIP (52000

Bun GENERAL ADMISSION (565) | GOLOEM BUMNY (3500)
i-IG HT[ ENDS 3.31.25 WILL BE (S80) AFTER | GOLDEN BUMNY DELUXE (51,000)

NOW ACCEPTING

-qu Y - L | T 1 T ¥ =, ™ 7.}. TrE™
NEW PATIENTS
I . 4 N AN 4. " a e

A (.%‘.

Voted one of the Best Female Eye Doctor
Outsmart Readers’ Choice Awards 2024

Schedule online at

the

best

ol

BOTH
WORLDS

23rd & Strand St.
Galveston, Texas

34 MARCH?2025 | OutSmartMagazine.com




B

Tony's Place Leaders
Giana Ramirez (1),
Carrie Rai, and
Alyssa Kelly

When young LGBTQ individu-
Q alsin Houston face instability,

uncertainty, and systemic barri-
ers, Tony’s Place is there to shelter them.
Founded in 2016 in honor of community
advocate Robert Anthony “Tony” Carroll,
this drop-in center serves unstably housed
and homeless LGBTQ youth by offering
everything from hot meals and showers to a
safe space for self-exploration. At the helm
of'this essential organization is executive
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WOMEN IN POWER

director Carrie Rai, supported by program
manager Alyssa Kelly and engagement man-
ager Giana Ramirez. These three women
are not only leading Tony’s Place but also
redefining what it means to be women lead-
ing the way in LGBTQ advocacy.

Tony’s Place is more than just a shelter—
it’s a sanctuary. As Rai, Kelly, and Ramirez
putit, it’s about giving young people the free-
dom to show up exactly as they are, without
compromise. “That’s what makes Tony’s

-

e

L

he women of Tony's Place
- are leading LGBTQ youth to

safety and empowerment.

by DAVID CLARKE
Photos by ALEX ROSA
Makeup by JASON PALERMO
Hair by LANA BLAKE

Place so special,” Ramirez says. “It’s about
community, aboutlifting each other up,
about making sure no one is left behind.”

“Creating a safe space where youth can
just breathe, even for a moment, is one of
the most important things we do,” Kelly
adds.

And as Rai affirms, “We are more than a
service. We are home.”

Q For more info, visit tonysplace.org.

-
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or executive director Carrie

Rai, leading Tony’s Place

isn’t just ajob—it’s a calling.

“Thisisthe exactplace Il am

supposed to be in my life,” she

says. “I've always been search-
ing for the next best thing, a better oppor-
tunity in my career, and I am not searching
anymore. I am where I want to be.”

Originally from Canada, Rai’s career
spans social work, addiction services, and
homeless services. But it was her per-
sonal journey—falling in love with a trans
man and discovering her own pansexual
identity—that solidified her commitment
to LGBTQ advocacy. “Through my work in
homeless services, I met my now husband,
who is atrans man,” Rairecounts. “I
realized that I was pansexual. That’s how
things evolve when you get older—you real-
ize things that you may have not realized
when you were younger.”

Tony’s Place envisions a world where
LGBTQyouth are universally welcomed,
safe, and thriving. But in a time when queer
communities are facing political and social
attacks, that vision is elusive. “Right now,
in our world, the LGBTQ+ community,
especially our youth, are under attack,”

Raiacknowledges. “There are bills, there
are laws, there is a society that’s saying
that our community is not accepted. That
isreally hard. What we do at Tony’s Place is
we make sure that everybody feels like they
belong.”

Raihas made community partnerships
a cornerstone of her leadership. One of the
initiatives she’s most proud of is Craft Your
Pride, an arts-based program that allows
youth to create and sell their artwork,
building confidence and economic oppor-
tunity. “Not only was the creation of the art
therapeutic, it was an opportunity to build
self-esteem through selling their work. So
our clients are also benefiting economically
from this.”

Another major accomplishment has
been expanding the Tony’s Place operat-
ing hours and staff. “One thing I'm really
excited and proud about is we’ve recently
opened our doors for five days a week. We’re
operating Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to
4 p.m.,” Rai says. “We have case managers
available for one-on-one appointments. We
have our drop-in services so people can get
ahot meal, showers, and do their laundry
from noon to 2 p.m., Monday to Friday.
We’re running groups every single day.”

Part of Rai’s mission is making sure that
the center fosters strong relationships with
outside partners, ensuring youth don’t have
to seek resources in places where they may
not feel safe. “We’re really excited about
the number of partners that we have in our
space,” she says. “When I started, it was
just Alyssaand I. Now we have a full team,
and we’re constantly growing.”

For Rai, leadership in this space is about
systemic change. “We can’t ask our clients
to change themselves. We have to ask for
the world to change around them,” she
asserts. “We advocate for systemic change,
notindividual change.”

More than anything, she believes in the
transformative power of a space like Tony’s
Place. “Tony’s Place is not just for youth,”
she says. “Itis a place of belonging. And
that’s what I've really come to realize—this
is where I found myself.”

Reflecting on the impact of Tony’s
Place, Raihighlights its role in building
resilience. “What makes Tony’s Place
special is that we’re not just a service
provider. We're a family. We give youth the
space to explore who they are, without fear,
without judgment. That’s what makes the
difference.” —
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FORGING
COMMUNITY
OUTREACH

GIANA RAMIREZ
Engagement Manager
at Tony’s Place

iana Ramirez describes
herrole as engagement
manager as amix of
outreach, fundraising,
and corporate partner-
ships. But at its core, her
work is about forging relationships. “Ilike
to say that my job is to dream with people,
because everyone has something to offer.”

Her passion for trans representation
in mental health care originally led her to
social work. But at Tony’s Place, she found
a different path. “Since I came into this job,
I’ve pivoted career-wise because I found
my strengths are in other places, and I'm of
better use to the community in other ways.”

For many LGBTQ youth—especially
trans youth—finding a place to exist
without having to explain themselves is
achallenge. Ramirez wants Tony’s Place
to be that space. “At Tony’s Place, we offer
young people a place just to be. I know that
seems really simple, but when you’re out
in the world and you’re having to navigate
code-switching constantly, it’s a reprieve
justto be in a space where you don’t have to
explain yourself.”

Ramirezis especially passionate about
ensuring young trans people feel heard.
“We want to make sure that everyone who
comes into Tony’s Place feels safe, seen,
heard, and respected,” she says. “It’s not
just a sticker we put on the door—it’s some-
thing that we do.”

For her, being featured in OutSmart is
personal. “I grew up in Houston. I've been
reading OutSmart magazine since I was
ateenager. A year ago, I was in the private
sector in obscurity, and now, all of a sud-
den, I have a seat at the table and people are
listening to what I have to say.” —
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CREATING
HOPLEFUL
FUTURES

ALYSSA KELLY
Program Manager
at Tony’s Place

lyssa Kelly’s journey at
Tony’s Place began in 2017,
not as a staff member, but
as avolunteer navigating
her own queer identity.
“One of the first things

that I thought about when I realized that

I was queer was, I have to get involved in

the community. And what better way to get

involved than to give back to it?”

Kelly quickly moved into a program-
assistant role before leaving in 2020. But
when she returned to Houston, there was
only one place she wanted to be. “Tony’s
Place was home,” she says. “I knew exactly
where I wanted to be.”

As program manager, Kelly works
directly with youth facing the realities of
housing instability, job insecurity, and lack
of access to affirming healthcare. But at the
heart of her work is creating a space where
young people can let down their guard. “A
lot of them have to go out in the world and
they’re fighting. But when they come into
our space, they know they can talk to some-
body here. They know it’s safe to let their
guard down.”

The impact of Tony’s Place is best re-
flected in the youth it serves. Kelly recalls
ayoung man from West Texas who found
Tony’s Place after being kicked out of his
home. “He had enough money to get a bus
ticket to Houston. He called and said, ‘If I
get there, can you help me?’ I said, ‘Yes, we
can.” That young man went from home-
lessness to stability, checking in with Kelly
even years later to share how well he’s do-
ing. “They just need the chance. They just
need the opportunity. And when they have
that, they can do alot.”
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THE)JOY OF
‘BECOMING
WHO WE ARE’

Diamond Stylz’' children’s book spotlighting
trans resilience is nominated for a GLAAD award this year.

ecoming Who We Areisa

charming graphic novel edited

by Sammy Lisel and Hazel

Newlevant. The creators have

compiled several stories about

growing up with transgender
identity, and have put them into a beautifully
illustrated book that couldn’t have arrived at
amore appropriate time to comfort kids who
may be experiencing gender dysphoria. Hous-
tonicon Diamond Stylzis represented in the
collection, and she tells her story of fighting
for and winning the right to wear a gown to her
high school prom. The book has been nomi-
nated for a GLAAD award this year, and that
means the world to everyone involved.

“These stories are important because of
this new attack on LGBT people, particularly
trans people, here in the state of Texas and all
around the world. But as a Texan, I feellike it’s
important because of the book bans and the
targeting of supportive parents. I think it’s im-
portant to have these stories exist, and to have
somebody investing in keeping these stories
alive and archiving them. That is an important
beacon of light for young people growing up,
and for the parents who supportus.”

Diamond is no stranger to the GLAAD
awards. “I've won a GLAAD award before
for along-form journalism,” she reveals. “It
was the ABC News Soul of a Nation edition of
PRIDE | To Be Seen, which was a documentary
with Hulu and Disney.” But for Becoming Who
We Are, Diamond finds this to be a particularly
important nomination. “Because it is a chil-
dren’s book, that makes it way more special,”
she says. “It doesn’t feel like it’s rooted in the
trauma of our experience; it is rooted in the joy,
and shows how we can thrive if we have that
kind of support system. So this book is so spe-
cial because of that joy. It’s about a rebellious
spirit, a joyous spirit. My transition is rooted
inradical self-love. Itisrooted in the commu-
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by BRETT CULLUM | photo by MICHAEL STARGHILL

Becoming Who We Are: Real Stories About
Growing Up Trans is a beautifully illus-
trated graphic novel for young people that
highlights diverse transgender experiences.
Houston activist Diamond Stylz' book,
edited by Sammy Lisel and Hazel Newlevant,
provides an inspiring perspective for trans
youth and their allies.

nity connection with new people who have an
identity that I share. It’s about connectedness.
That’s what my transition was about: finding a
new community, a new extended family, a new
chosen family. And so, for me, my transition is
rooted in connectedness and love.”

Diamond’s activism is not limited to the
written (and illustrated) word. She also hosts
an outstanding podcast called Marsha’s Plate.
The show is all about uplifting transgen-
der voices and includes Diamond with her
co-hosts, Bre Starr and LJ. “Itisan art and
archival initiative,” Diamond says enthusiasti-
cally. “I introduce you to people that you might
not know that are queer, that are not always
transgender, but all the people who are doing
trans-inclusive work. So it could be lesbian, it
could be gay men, it could be straight people
who know that our stories have value and
include us in their work. That’s what Marsha’s
Plate does. We have conversations and inter-
views on a weekly basis.”

Becoming Who We Are is available wher-
ever you can get books online and in certain
stores, and the Marsha’s Plate podcastis
downloadable wherever you find podcasts.

Marsha’s Plate gets over 30,000 listeners a
month, and it’s one of the biggest queer shows
out there. Diamond Stylz also serves on the
Harris County LGBTQIA+ Commission here
in Houston, so she creates art, she creates
community, and she creates joy. It’s nice to
know the GLAAD awards took notes.

Becoming Who We Are: Real Stories about
Growing Up Trans is available at bookshop.org

WHAT: 36th Annual GLAAD Media Awards
WHEN: March 27,2025

WHERE: Los Angeles

INFO: glaad.org/mediaawards/36/

For more info, visit linktr.ee/diamondstylz.



“THESE STORIES ARE
IMPORTANT, ESPECIALLY
AMID ATTACKS ON LGBT
PEOPLE, THE BOOK BANS,
AND THE TARGETING OF

SUPPORTIVE PARENTS.
KEEPING THESE STORIES
ALIVE IS A BEACON
OF LIGHT FOR YOUNG
PEOPLE AND THEIR
FAMILIES."

— Diamond Stylz, activist

and contributor to
Becoming Who We Are
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COURTESY

Itwas 2006, and Ashley
Creath was at the lesbian
bar Chances in Montrose.
Unknown to her, her future
wife, Jacquey, was also
there, moving through the
same crowd until fate led them to each other.

“I saw her dancing,” Ashley says. “I thought
she was dancing with her wife or partner.
Turns out it was just her best friend.”

So Ashley did what anyone in her position
would do—she tapped Jacquey on the shoulder
and made her move: “Hey, you come here
often?” she had asked, a corny pickup line that
somehow worked.

Despite their 13-year age gap, Ashley has
always been the old soul in their relationship.
“I'molder than she is,” she says, “but really,
Jacqueyisolder than I aminside.”

The two ultimately built a life together, and
thatlife has taken them through San Antonio,
back to Houston, and into a pivotal moment in
history that neither of them had expected.

Itwas June 26, 2015. Ashley was at work
when she heard the news: same-sex marriage
had been legalized nationwide. She called her
wife immediately. “We need to go downtown,”
she said.

The two put on the same white shirts they
had worn in their New York wedding three
years earlier and rushed downtown to become
one of the first same-sex couples to be married
in Harris County.

“For us,” Jacquey says, “when we left New
York, the moment we stepped on the plane, we
weren’t married anymore. We were married
for five days, and that was it. But in that Hous-
ton courthouse, in that moment, we mattered.”

Their journey had taken them through ac-
tivism, through Pride marches since they were
teenagers, through struggles and triumphs.

Larmbirn

And now, it has taken them into the heart of the
Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo.

“We’ve been volunteering since 2013,”
Ashley says, “starting on the Merchandise
Committee before moving to the Wine Events
Committee. We love it. It’s our way of giving
back.”

Jaquey and Ashley have both volunteered
as members of the Wine Events Committee.
The two are responsible for selling and execut-
ing all Rodeo Uncorked! events, including
the Roundup and Best Bites Competition, the
Champion Wine Auction and Dinner, and
the Club of Champions Buyers Dinner. The
committee is also responsible for the packag-
ing and distribution of Double Barrel Sampler
Cases, and it supports all wine events through
marketing and communication.

“HAVING A SAFE
SPACE AT THE RODEO
IS IMPORTANT."

— Jacquey Creath

Joining Out at the Rodeo, an initiative
dedicated to creating a space for the LGBTQ
community within the rodeo, felt right for the
two, and Jacquey believes that representation
matters now more than ever.

“Therodeo had a certain flavor, I guess,”
she says. “And I don’t know if being gay was
looked upon as not being accepted, but there
weren’t alot of LGBT faces. But the response
to Out at the Rodeo has been incredible. Last
year, athousand people showed up. There are
people that want this, and we just must facili-
tate it for them. We’re very serious about activ-
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ism in our committee. Having a safe space at
rodeo is important.”

Their dream? To one day see an official
LGBTQrodeo committee, where funds could
be raised for scholarships benefiting LGBTQ
youth. Currently, the Houston Livestock Show
and Rodeo holds livestock auctions where the
proceeds benefit kids who raise animals.

“Watching Out at the Rodeo grow, I can’t
wait to see what happens in five years and
what we can do,” Jacquey says.

Additionally, the duo would like to have a
Pride Night at the rodeo, similar to what the
Houston Astros and Rockets do.

“We've gone every summer when they do
Pride Night,” says Ashley. “It’s packed. Our
community is there with their flame burning
high, and it’s so fun to go see that. Everyone—
all parts of our community—is there.”

For those in the LGBTQ community who
are scared in these tumultuous times, Ashley
believes thatleaning on your friends and fam-
ilyis incredibly important.

“Reach out to your friends if you can’t
reach out to spaces like the Montrose Center,”
she advises. “There are plenty of places that
you can go for support. I know right now is
very hard. It’s hard some days to get out of bed
for some people. I understand that. But you've
got toreach out to your community. Lean on
your community, your family, your friends.
That’s what I'm hoping for with this event, that
people come out and just really appreciate how
nice itisto have aplace like Out at the Rodeo
to come be who we are for a few hours.”

WHAT: Out at the Rodeo 2025

WHEN: March 22,2025,3 p.m.to 11 p.m.

WHERE: The Champion Wine Garden
at NRG Stadium

INFO: linktr.ee/outrodeo

Ashley and Jacquey Creath's wedding at the Harris County Courthouse was featured on the front page of the Houston Chronicle
on June 26, 2015—the day same-sex marriage was legalized nationwide. The couple is pictured at right during a Rodeo Uncorked event.
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WOMEN IN POWER

AN EVENTFUL CAREER

Event-planning visionary Susan Christian
embarks on a new chapter at Rice University.

usan Christian has worked for
the City of Houston for about 40
years, and her time there was
spent planning and running
major municipal events. Inaugu-
rations, 4th of July celebrations,
inaugurations, Pride parades—you name it,
she had planned it. Susan recently announced
her retirement from that post to accept anew
event-planning position at Rice University.
She’s excited to continue her mission to build
true community out of the events she helps
create.

“I'was tapped by Mayor Bob Lanierin 1992
to build an annual year-round, sustainable
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civic celebration program,” Christian explains.
“His wife, Elise Lanier, and Mayor Bob valued
the power of event marketing, and they were
working on the neighborhood parks to bring
them programs. To quote the late mayor, “You
know we can build parks, but what good do they
doifpeople aren’t in them?’ It was really an
exciting time. That’s how we built the program,
focusing on every neighborhood in Houston.
We were trying to build big events of magni-
tude in Houston. I've loved working on that.”
When pressed about the benefit of having
so many events in Houston, Christian says,
“We’re primarily a city of people who have
moved here, right? When you open up your

doors to others who have not experienced
Houston, whether on aneighborhood level or
ahuge citywide level, it helps build the spirit
of'the city and get them involved. Once you
hook someone, it’s a great experience for you
and your family, your kids, your grandkids, or
whatever. You want more of that. We focused
on improving and lifting up the quality of life.

I personally have areal focus on getting people
engaged in their community. Those experienc-
esbeget volunteerism. Take a place where there
may have been alot of negativity or criminal
aspects before, and when you infuse that with
positive action, those criminal elements go
away. I loved my job with the City of Houston.



I was honored to work for seven mayors and
move their agendas forward with the power of
events. I'm avery lucky person.”

When asked about her favorite city celebra-
tion, Susan waxed philosophical about the
impact of the annual 4th of July celebration
downtown. “It was very important for us to
have that patriotic, inclusive celebration for
everyone. Independence and freedom are
important things. We had an average of 50,000
people show up every year. We were in people’s
homes because it was televised. Having those
events televised was very important to me
because not everyone can get out, or they don’t
want to be in a crowded situation.”

Christian also contributed to building up
the LGBTQ community through her efforts
in facilitating the annual Pride festivals and
parades. “Of course, there were the Pride
parades, which we coordinated and built up
toacertainlevel.”

Christian is married to Laura Spanjian,
and they have two sons who are 10 and 13 years
old. The two make it a priority to balance home
and career. “My partner, Laura, is brilliant
and wonderful,” Christian says. “Together,

On February 20,2025, Susan Christian was honored at the H6"I-be ce
celebrating her remarkable career with the City of Houston and decades @

“IT"S THE HARD PARTS
THAT KEEP YOU GOING,
BECAUSE THERE ARE
GREAT REWARDS.
YOU'RE MOVING THE
COMMUNITY FORWARD."

— Susan Christian

we make it happen. Our sons? We take them
with us. My sons learned how to volunteer at
averyyoung age and they love it, so we keep
them engaged. My parents were amazing—the
importance of community has always been in
my family, and that’s what we wish to instill in
our children.”

Inreflecting on her move to Rice after such
along career with the City, Christian confides,
“I've always wanted to have another career
outside the City of Houston. I gave the City of
Houston my best. Ireally did. When I think of
Houston, I think of the wealth of opportunities

in this huge city on a global scale. That’s also
what attracted me to Rice University! When
Ithink of the university, I picture a smaller
city that still has this incredible global impact.
T am so happy to be able to help Rice with its
focus on massive growth. They have some very
dynamic leaders who have brought in some
really amazing people. Ilook forward to work-
ing on their strategy. I mean, how do you say
no to Rice University? Going to the Elton John
and Billy Joel concert was my first experience
at Rice. My second experience was going to
listen to Madeleine Albright speak at the Baker
Institute. Wouldn’t that be fun to have some
big concerts at Rice University? I don’t know if
they’re gonnalet me do that, but I hope so.”

Clearly, Christian remains ready for
anything. She’s done so much for the City of
Houston, and she’s about to do more for Rice
University. “It’s been a heck of an experience,”
Christian says, “but of course some of those
moments have been hard. Itis the ‘hard’ that
keepsyou going, because at the end of the hard
there are great rewards. You're moving the
community forward. And that’s really what I'm
all about.”
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WOMEN IN POWER

FLIPPING
THE
SCRIPT

Paris Kissel is using
storytelling to spark
change and
challenge norms.

by IAN L. HADDOCK
photos by HARVID LARES

aris Kissel is the Founder and
CEO of bekind comms, a public
relations and communications
firm that exclusively serves
clients who share the mission
of making the world kinder.
The business’s mission is simple, but it comes
from the complex story of a woman who has
been driven by a commitment to compassion
throughout her life.

Kisselis a first-generation college student
growing up in Alabama at her family’s carnival.
Beingreared in the deep South, she understood
early on, as she explored her queerness, that
keeping it discreet seemed to be her only option.

“Iwas avery quiet child,” she reveals,

“and this felt like something that needed to be
tucked away so that I could be more palatable
to everyone around me. And at that time, there
weren't any stories, or at least any accessible to
me, that normalized what I was going through.”

This catalyzed her exploration of the stories
of those with marginalized intersections, and
catapulted her into digging deep into stories
that compelled people to be more considerate
of differences. Outed shortly thereafter, she
delved into feelings of isolation and discovered
her natural inclination to live out loud and
proud by developing her storytelling skills.
This moment of being outed, which was intend-
ed to shame her, was the cause for a significant—
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shift in how she reclaimed herself and started
to ask some deep questions.

“When I was outed,” she says, “Irealized
just how many of my loved ones were also
struggling in silence. What if we had just been
open from the start with each other? What if
we had shared our stories and supported one
another? What if I started being vulnerable
and honest?”

Kissel found herself scrolling through
websites with raw narratives, like Tumblr, and
traveling outside of her state to discover people
who were justlike her: confident in their iden-
tity, but with few possible models of comfort.
“This realization,” she says, “is the backbone of
bekind comms.”

The public relations firm that she ulti-
mately manifested empowers clients with
passion and purpose in advocacy, civil rights,
and community connection. For Kissel, this
ensures she has a clientele who will inspire her
daily, stand for the causes she believes in, and
are genuinely good people. Against all odds,
she has made many connections with clients
nationwide and beyond as a powerful force
of commentary and active communication in
outlets such as Time magazine, Essence, and
Billboard.

“FOR TOO LONG, BLACK
AND QUEER FOLKS HAVE
HAD THEIR STORIES
TOLD FOR THEM, HAVE
BEEN ASSIGNED TROPES
MEANT TO SHRINK THEIR
COMPLEXITIES, HAVE
BEEN CENSORED, OR HAVE
BEEN ENTIRELY ERASED.
| SEE MY WORK AS A WAY
TO CHALLENGE THAT."

— Paris Kissel

Still, as awoman in business, it has not
always been easy. While working in Wash-
ington, DC, she began to develop self-doubt
about what she could accomplish based on her
gender. “Agencies frequently tout their values
and commitment to inclusivity, but it is far too
often justlanguage used for a website,” Kissel
says. Behind the scenes, she alleges, they toler-
ate sexism, sexual harassment, bullying, and
more.

“Public relations is a women-dominated
field,” she notes, “but I have been at agencies
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where there isn’t a single female senior-level
employee. I was raised by so many strong fe-
males—my great-grandmother, grandmother,
mother, aunt, and sisters all working and living
beside me in my childhood—but somehow I
forgot that power when I was in male-driven
agencies.”

It wasn’t until Kissel returned to Alabama
to see what her sisters had accomplished
within the male-dominated carnival industry
that she began to believe starting abusiness
was within her capabilities. This clarified her
purpose and exposed her deep desire to uplift
those who were farthest at the margins.

The work she does at bekind comms is
personal, because behind every statistic and
policy debate there are real people with real
stories. Her goal is to act as a storyteller and
bring the humanity to the forefront. Kissel’s
clients represent a spectrum of people often
overlooked, many of them Black and queer.
“For too long, Black and queer folks have had

their stories told for them, have been assigned
tropes meant to shrink their complexities,
have been censored, or have been entirely
erased. I see my work as away to challenge
that,” she emphasizes.

Kissel’s tireless efforts have empowered
events like the Black Queer Advancement
Festival (BQAF) to emerge as national events
celebrating acts of resistance through music,
dancing, community building, and resource
sharing. Itis this passion and drive that ensure
everyone feels seen and valued. “I truly believe
it saves lives,” she concludes. “I know that
BQAF isreaching people in the South who are
struggling with their identities and feeling
unseen or unheard. This event is showing
them that not only are they not alone, but they
are part of avibrant, thriving community that
welcomes them.”

Keep up with Paris on Instagram
@pariskissel and @bekindcomms.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

A Passion for

Queer Storytelling

Ben Chavez explores the power of LGBTQ identity and community
in his premiere of Last Day, County Fair.

ouston-based artist and advocate
Ben Chavezis set for a whirl-
wind month. On March 6 and
7,he brings his deeply personal
work, Last Day, County Fair,

to Performing Arts Houston’s
New/Now series at downtown’s
Wortham Center.Then he lights up the stage
atthe Diana Foundation’s annual awards gala
on March 28. With his powerful storytelling
skills, Chavez continues to carve out a space
where music and LGBTQ advocacy intersect.

Chavez is excited about his world premiere
of Last Day, County Fair, aproject that blends
music and storytelling to explore themes of
queer identity, small-town culture, and self-
acceptance. Inspired in part by his husband’s
coming-out journey, the piece follows a home-
town performer who faces the ultimate test
when he comes out to his family after years of
community support.

“For me, coming out feltlike a ticking
clock,” Chavez explains. “Depending on your
circumstances, there’s often secrecy, pressure,
or fear—wondering if the people who’ve always
supported you will still show up when they
learn who you really are.”

Through Last Day, County Fair, Chavez
hopes to spark conversation and empower
LGBTQyouth navigating their own journeys.
“This piece is for everyone, but especially for
two groups: young queer folks questioning
their self-acceptance, and those on the fence
about what it means to love and supporta
queer person in theirlives,” he says. “Iwish I
had more art that spoke directly to me grow-
ing up, soI want to be a part of creating that
space.”

Chavezis one of three winning artists in
Performing Arts Houston’s annual New/Now
commissioning project, which selected him
from over 60 local artists. As part of this ini-
tiative, he has received full funding for produc-
tion and marketing support to bring Last Day,
County Fairto life.

52 MARCH?2025 | OutSmartMagazine.com

by DAVID CLARKE
Photo by CLAIRE MCADAMS

“Performing Arts Houston is such a
community-driven organization,” Chavez says.
“When I stumbled upon their submission call
on social media, I thought, “Why not?’ I pitched
the idea, sent in some demos, and was honored
to receive the support to develop this piece.”

Beyond the stage, Chavezis deeply commit-
ted to community engagement, particularly
with LGBTQyouth. In December, heled a
songwriting masterclass with Hatch Youth at
the Montrose Center, helping young creatives
channel their stories into music.

“Artis meantto be shared, and songwriting
is such a powerful way to process emotions,”
Chavez says. “When I was younger, I turned to
songwriting when I felt like I had no one to talk
to. It became my therapy, my way of document-
ing my experiences.”

When he encourages young artists to find
their voices, Chavez emphasizes that formal
training isn’t a prerequisite. “You don’t have
tobe a concert pianist or have a music degree
to share your truth,” he insists. “If you have
something to say, document it. A melody, a
lyric, even a voice memo—it could become
something greater than you ever imagined.”

Chavez will team up with renowned
Houston music director Alex Navarro and
vocalist Courtney Markowitz for the 72nd
Diana Awards gala, the signature event of the
country’s oldest LGBTQ nonprofit organiza-
tion. Chavez promises a Broadway-themed
night to remember.

“I'm so honored to be part of this historic
event,” Chavez says. “Houston has this incred-
ible queer arts community, and it’s amazing to
be surrounded by so much support and talent.
We're going to put smiles on faces and give
audiences an unforgettable show.”

Having grown up in New York City, Chavez
never expected to call Houston home, but five
yearsin, he’s become one of its biggest cham-
pions. “Houston is this hidden gem for artists,”
he says. “You don’t think of Houston as an arts
hub the way you do New York or L.A., but it

has everything—musical theater, opera, film,
contemporary arts, and a genuinely supportive
community.”

The Wortham Center, where Last Day,
County Fair will debut, stands as atestament
tothat community support. It is well docu-
mented that more than 3,500 private donors—
nearly 2,200 of whom contributed $100 or
less—raised $66 million to build the down-
town performing-arts mecca amid Houston’s
banking and oil recession of the 1980s.

As Chavez prepares to premiere Last Day,
County Fair, he is already thinking about
what’s next. “This project wants to be an al-
bum,” he says. “Like Jagged Little Pill—which
had alife of its own before becoming a Broad-
way show—I want this music to live, to reach
people in different ways.”

And while he dreams of expanding the
piece into a full theatrical production, one
thingis certain: Houston is where he wants
it to happen. “I'd love to see this project fully
staged here in the city I love,” he says. “This
is my pitch—calling all directors, choreogra-
phers, and producers. Let’s make it happen.”

For now, audiences can experience the
firstiteration of Last Day, County Fair at the
Wortham Center with pay-what-you-can
tickets, ensuring accessibility for all. “It’s
important that anyone who wants to be in
the room can be there,” Chavez says. “I hope
people come and see themselves in this work,
no matter where they are in their journey.”

‘With his talent, passion, and dedication
to storytelling, Chavezis proving that queer
stories—especially ones rooted in honesty and
hope—can never be told too often. “We need
these stories,” he says. “And I'm ready to share
mine.”

WHAT: Last Day, County Fair, part of
Performing Arts Houston’s New/Now series
WHEN: March 6 and 7

WHERE: Wortham Center’s Cullen Theater
INFO: performingartshouston.org
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When Michelle Payne and

Sharon Medley exchanged

vows on January 19, 2025,

they weren’t just celebrating

theirlove—they were making

history. Their wedding at
Love United Methodist Church in Baytown
marked what is believed to be the first public
lesbian wedding in the Texas Annual Confer-
ence of the United Methodist Church. (Kyle
Young and Michael Gierl, who were featured
in the January 2025 OutSmart, are believed to
have celebrated the first public gay wedding
inthatlocal Methodist conference). More
than just a ceremony, Michelle and Sharon’s
wedding was a testament to love’s ability to
endure, inspire, and transform.

Michelle and Sharon’s journey together
wasn’t conventional, but their romance and
happiness together was definitely meant to be.
When they first met at a casual gathering of
friends, neither expected to find their forever
person. Michelle, who had been married toa
man and was raising a family, had spent years
suppressing a part of herself, while Sharon,
fiercely independent and content in her own
solitude, had built walls around her heart.

“Iwasin amarriage that wasn’t fulfilling,
butIhad convinced myselfit was enough,”
Michelle recalls. “Meeting Sharon changed
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WEDDING GUIDE

A Milestone
Ceremony in Baytown

Michelle Payne and Sharon Medley’s
historic wedding united their community in love.

by DAVID CLARKE | photos by TROY WHITENECK

everything.”

Their connection deepened when Sharon,
battling cancer at the time, moved in with
Michelle’s family out of necessity. What
started as an act of care and compassion soon
blossomed into love. “I was hesitant,” Sharon
admits. “I had been on my own for so long, and
Ididn’t think I needed anyone. But Michelle
kept breaking down those walls, brick by
brick.”

Michelle recalls the moment she knew
Sharon was the one. “When she tried to leave,
thinking it was best for my family, I couldn’t
let her go. That was the moment I realized I
had to choose my happiness,” she says. “And

my happiness was with her.”

After years of building a life together,
Michelle and Sharon knew they wanted to get
married. But Michelle, who had experienced a
proposal before, wanted Sharon get to experi-
ence that special moment of surprise and joy.
On Christmas Eve, 2017, Michelle dropped
to one knee and proposed. Sharon, overcome
with emotion, quite literally fell to her knees
beside her.

“Iwanted to be the one to ask,” Sharon
laughs. “But Michelle made sure I got my mo-
ment, too.” A few months later, on quiet Sylvan
Beach, Sharon proposed right back, making
their engagement truly a shared experience.



“After I said yes, this man who had been
sitting nearby walked over and said, ‘Con-
gratulations, I could tell this was something
special,”” Michelle recalls. “It made the mo-
ment even more memorable.”

Despite their wanting a more traditional
church wedding, financial constraints and ex-
clusionary policies at their church prevented
Michelle and Sharon from officially tying the
knot for several years. But when the United
Methodist Church removed language prohib-
iting same-sex marriages from its bylaws in
2024, their United Methodist church’s mem-
bership in Baytown immediately encouraged
them to set a date.

“At first, we weren’t sure if we should rush
intoit,” Sharon admits, “but then we thought,
why not now? We had waited long enough.”

Michelle adds, “We also wanted to make
sure we did it on our own terms. There was
always that lingering fear of political shifts,
but more than that, we were ready. We weren’t
waiting anymore.”

With only two months to plan and limited
funds, the soon-to-be brides turned to their
community for support. Through a Honey-
Fund campaign, friends and church members
alike contributed to make their dream wed-

ding areality. From DIY floral arrangements
to avenue donated out of love, everything
about their wedding was areflection of the
people who stood by them.

One of the most touching moments came
when Sharon, whose family declined to attend
due to their religious beliefs, was walked down
the aisle by members of their church choir.
“The entire choir stood with me,” she says,
still emotional. “It was overwhelming to see
so many people step in and say, “We are your
family.”

Michelle recalls being moved to tears
seeing the support Sharon received. “I turned
around and saw them all standing there. It was
one of the most beautiful moments of my life.”

Their wedding, set in arustic winter won-
derland adorned with borrowed Christmas
trees from members of their community, was
nothing short of magical. With four pastors
officiating different parts of the ceremony,
Michelle and Sharon stood at the altar, seeing
each other in their dresses for the first time.

“It was more than we ever imagined,”
Michelle says. “We felt seen, supported, and
completely in love.”

Sharon adds, “Walking toward Michelle at
the altar, with our community surrounding us,

it feltlike every hardship we had overcome led
us to that moment. I wouldn’t change a thing.”
The reception featured a cake made by a
family friend, a stunning charcuterie spread,
and a celebration filled with joy and gratitude.
Their honeymoon at Walt Disney World,
funded by their community’s generosity, was
the perfect way to start their new chapter.
Beyond their personal love story, Michelle
and Sharon see their wedding as a beacon of
hope. They are dedicated to fostering an LG-
BTQ community in Baytown, a place where
acceptance hasn’t always been guaranteed.
“We want others to know that they are loved,
thatthey belong,” Michelle says. “Our wed-
ding wasn’t just for us—it was for everyone
who needs to see that love always finds a way.”
Sharon echoes that sentiment: “If sharing
our story gives even one person the courage to
live their truth, then it was all worth it.”
Astheylook to the future, Michelle and
Sharon remain committed to each other and
to creating spaces where love, in all its forms,
can thrive. Their story is one of courage, faith,
and the unwavering belief that love wins.

WANT TO TELL YOUR STORY? o
Email us at letters@outsmartmagazine.com
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Clairvoyant Tarot
READINGS by L.A.

Hereis what one client has to say:

“As a professional forecaster
myself,Icanattest to L.A. Brown’s
remarkable ability to “see” the
future. She’s as insightful as she is
delightful, whether she’s amazing
my party guests or givingme a
personal reading, L.A. is spot-on
with her predictions...and she goes
out alot farther than
my 10-day forecast!”

— Frank Billingsley

ENJOY LUXE SEASONAL SAVINGS gy Romantic

Relationships

RANDALL REED'S Business
BLACKWLABEL .y / Past Lives
s : Mediumship
Life Coaching

Exclusive Lincoln Black Label = _';" . Party

Our Ultimate Expression of Design & Personal Service @

Entertainment
LINCOLN

Curated Collection of Interior Themes | Exclusive Premium Materials
Lincoln Black Label Experience Liaison | 4 year / 50,000 mile Premium SPRING, TX

Maintenance Plan | Service Pick Up & Delivery Toschedulayourreading

20403 I-45 NORTH, SPRING, TX 77388 | 888-242-5059 | PLANETLINCOLN.COM Call (832) 856-2188
NEW LINCOLN | LINCOLN BLACK LABEL | LINCOLN CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED | SERVICE PICKUP & DELIVERY" ReadingsbyLA.com

Rescued Pets Movement, Inc. (RPM) is a
Houston-based nonprofit providing a second
chance for thousands of homeless dogs and
cats through rehabilitation and transport to
forever homes in communities throughout the
country that have a need for adoptable pets.

You can help by becoming a
temporary foster home partner.

%08 Rescued Pets
C) Movement

RescuedPetsMovement.org/Foster-Us
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PRIDE HOUSTON 2025 LOGO UNVEILING & ANNOUNCEMENT
OF PRIDE GRAND MARSHAL NOMINEES
FEBRUARY 13, 2025

Pride Houston 365 revealed the 2025 Pride Celebra-
tion logo and introduced the grand-marshal nominees
during a festive event at Lustre Pearl. The evening's
host was MC Dirrty, and entertainment was provided
by Alexyeus Paris, D'Vaylon Iman Dickerson, Artemis
Hunter, and others. Grand-marshal nominees across
multiple categories were announced: in the Female-
identifying category, the nominees are Josephine Jones,
Marisa Fretwell, Kendall Toarmina, and Porscha Brown.

Male-identifying nominees are Daron
Yanes and lan L. Haddock. The Gender
Non-binary/Non-conforming nominees are
Nakita Bowman, Chip Ware, and Han
Schaible. The Houston LGBTQ community
is fortunate to have many supportive allies,
as demonstrated by this year's nominees
for Ally Grand Marshal: Jon Rosenthal and
Sara Brook.

PRID
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COOLER in the SUMMER ¢« WARMER in the WINTER

LIVE in GALVESTON

2018 Avenue M

Galveston
$458,500

CLOSE to
HOUSTON

HISTORIC
HOMES

Circa 1888, This one-story Victorian home has two large bedrooms, 2 baths, large dining/den and a
formal living room. There is a large deck in the backyard and a large two car garage with paved alley
access. There are 11 foot high ceilings, original woodwork, refinished wood floors and a fully fenced
yard. Located in a historic district, it is half a block to the Bryan Museum and surrounded by blocks of

restored historic houses on a beautiful street with its original oak canopy.

oifihe: David Bowers, Realtor’ #+
409/763-2800 =

GREENE : )
David@DavidBowers.com

Sally B. Wallace Preservation Award for Green Revival
(solar panels on my 1899 Victorian home)

Thank you for voting me one of the Best Realtor” in Galveston -OutSmart Readers' Choice 20]3-2923 :

We have immediate openings for
experienced advertising executives
at OutSmart Media Company.

Salary, commissions, and benefits.
A creative, fun environment.

Send your cover letter
and resume to
employment@outsmartmagazine.com

OutvSmart

——— Houston's LGBETG Magazing

AVAILABLE NOW!

Blue Book
Resource Guide
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This free Houston HIV Resource Guide can be
mailed to you, picked up at our office, or you can
download it to use on your PC, tablet or phone.

Call or email to request one by mail:
832 927-7926 or
feedbackRWPC@harriscountytx.gov

RYAN WHITE PLANNING COUNCIL OFFICE OF SUPPORT

Lol M S hel oy
Herreeds Crr Ut
&< A

H’a.s".'age And W effne ss LLC.

- Swedish, Deep Tissue and
Sports Massage Therapy

- On-Site Chair Masssage

- Medical Massage

- Wellness Fairs

- Parties, Bridal/Baby

http://rwpcHouston.org ﬂ (1 Tube)

Showers & Company Events
- Fundraisers & Trade Shows
- We accept FSA cards, HSA

card and some insurance

Schedule It Now!
StansHandsMassage.com
500G H e

CEProvider #1835 | LMT#029219 | LMTI#MNI593 | NPI#110439321 [=]

832-526-6520
2990 Richmond Ave, Suite 440 « Houston, TX 77098
stanshands2000@yahoo.com

|
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THE MONTROSE COUNTRY CLUB PRIVATE PREVIEW
MARCH 1, 2025

On March 1, the Montrose Country Club at Rich's Houston welcomed an
exclusive guest list for an evening filled with friends, handcrafted cock-
tails, hors d'oeuvres, and top-tier entertainment. The event captured the
essence of sophistication set against a backdrop of poolside conversa-
tions and a well-curated soundtrack. Montrose Country Club founder’s
membership packages are available while the pool and day-club oasis
project at Rich's Houston nears completion, with a grand-opening
planned for fall 2025.
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EXPERT PLUMBING
SERVICES FOR YOUR
HOME OR BUSINESS

Metro Plumbing
is Here to Help!

VETERAN OWNED

2024 READERS’ &l
CHOICE AWARDS | 4
RMP 42046 WINNER! " 4
BEST

PLUMBING
COMPANY

&‘3 ; * RESIDENTIAL CALL US TODAY!
AND COMMERCIAL 346.955.4939
[=]::: PLUMBING & BACKFLOW Metroplumbing.us

PLAN WISELY.
YOU WON'T GET A DO-OVER.

A suceessful retirement in the future can often depend on having & solid plan now, IF your money
lam't working @ hard 25 you are, |1 may be time (o set—there are no do-overs in retirement
planning. Meoww ks the time 1o consder developing & strategy that can help you work toward your
financial goals. | epeclslize in providing comprehenslve, objective finencial guldance with the goal
of maximizing avery ramaining moment of the retiramant countdown.

Call today 1o learn more or to schedule a consulration,

Rick Dickson, CFP®, MBA
Galene Financial

520 Post Oak Blvd Ste 780
Houston, TX 77027

(713) 489-4322 Office

(713) 489-3679 Fax
rdickson@galenfinancial.com
www.galenafinancial.com

ATGALENE

FINANCIAL

GEERULLEY Planner/Advisor

WINNER!

OCTAVIO BARRIOS, MD LUCIA MANGLE, MPAS, PA-C

RENAISSANCE FAMILY CLINIC
ADULT PRIMARY CARE

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED!

517 West Gray St. « 713.942.7546

www.doctorbarrios.com
Ask us about PrEP Toda

2024 READERS’
CHOICE AWARDS

New Construction, Renovations,
Weekly Maintenance & Repairs

SUMETHING SIMPLE OR EXOTIC

We have the talent and experience
to achieve your design and budget!

\ /
\V4

VENTURE

POOL COMPANY

Family Owned & Operated since 1999
713.462.0762 | venturepoolco.com
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INTERFAITH MINISTRIES FOR GREATER HOUSTON
“WAGS AND WHISKERS"” LUNCHEON
FEBRUARY 8, 2025

The Wags & Whiskers Luncheon at Hotel ZaZa-Museum District was
a heartwarming celebration of community, compassion, and beloved
pets. This year's "Lassos & Leashes” theme honored Frank Billingsley,
a Houston broadcasting icon with a 42-year career in meteorology. Be-
yond forecasting, Frank is a passionate advocate for men's health and
adoptee rights, sharing his journey in his book Swabbed & Found.

Emmy-winning journalist Ernie Manouse served as honorary chair,
adding his signature passion for storytelling and community engage-
ment. Emcee Casey Curry led the program that featured a gourmet
meal, a Pet Fashion Show produced by Todd Ramos, and an inspiring
Fund a Need segment with spokesdog Moose, benefiting Interfaith
Ministries’ Animeals on Wheels program.

With so many supporters and the lively atmosphere, the event high-
lighted the power of giving back—not just to our community but to our
four-legged friends. Wags & Whiskers is becoming a beloved tradition
that unites Houston's animal lovers for a meaningful cause.
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ACCOUNTANTS/BOOKKEEPERS/ CPAS
BookKeeping & Beyond, LLC

99 Detering St,, Ste 10
Crunch Consulting Bookkeeping
crunchconsult.com .
Gary Gritz, CPA

2211 Norfolk Street, Suite 375 713/784-3030

ADVERTISING/MARKETING
Outsmart Magazine
3406 Audubon

ART/ART GALLERIES/MUSEUMS
C porary Arts M H
camh.org...
Museum of Fine Arts, Houston
mfah.org
The Menil Collection
1533 Sul Ross

ASTROLOGER
Lilly Roddy Astrology

i 832/234-2542

s 888/912-7862

wn 113/284-8250

713/639-7300

menil.org

713/529-5842

ATTORNEYS/LEGAL SERVICES
deborah Lawson

lawsonlegal.net
Gonzalez Olivieri Immigration Law
gonzalezolivierillc.com e 113/481-3040
Eric Kirkpatrick Law

713/893-0305. .Kirkpatricklaw.com
Anna Schwartz Immigration Law
schwartzimmigration.com 713/337-5270
Law Office of Sam M. (Trey) Yates, IlI, P.C.
treyyateslaw.com 713/932-1177

713/478-2618

AUTOMOTIVE SALES
Fred Haas Toyota World
FredHaasToyota.com
Planet Ford

20403 1-45 Spring TX 77388
Planet Lincoln
2040311-45 Spring TX 77388. 88/242-5059

BANKING/FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Houston Federal Credit Union

o 832/764-8914

i 866/879-9328

HoustonFCU.org ....866/0UR-HFCU
CHURCHES/SPIRITUAL CENTERS

Bering Church

1440 Harold........ beringchurch.org
First Christian Church

22101 Morton Ranch Rd. ccKaty.org
Resurrection MCC

2025 W 11th.. 713/861-9149
Unitarian Fellowship of Houston

1504 Wirt Rd . e UfOD,OTQ
Unity Church

2929 Unity Dr. s 113/782-4050

Westbury United Methodist Church
5200 Willowbend

COLLEGES/EDUCATION
Lone Star College North
HN-Info@LoneStar.edu

ENTERTAINMENT/NIGHT LIFE
Alley Theatre

615 Texas AVe .
JR's/Santa Fe
808 PacifiC.umn
Pearl Bar

4216 Washingto
Play Nightlife
2409 Grant St, Ste D e 113/380-2920
Rich’s & The Montrose Country Club

202 Tuam St s 346/227-8613
South Beach
808 PacifiC..uu.
Theatre Under The Stars
800 Bagby, Suite 200
Tony's Corner Pocket
817 W. Dallas

FINANCIAL PLANNING

Richard Dickson/Galene Financial
520 Post Oak Ste 780
Grace Yung/Midtown Financial
3355 Alabama, Ste 180

713/723-0175

lonestar.edu

...alleytheatre.org

713/521-2519

PearlHouston.com

713/521-0107

832/722-7658

713/489-4322

s 113/356-9833
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FITNESS CLUBS/PERSONAL TRAINING
Club Houston
2205 Fannin .

FLOOR COVERINGS
Floor Coverings International
floorcoveringsinternational.com........832/280-6646

GARDENING/LANDSCAPING
Fountains & Statuary

11804 Hempstead
Joshua’s Native Plants & Antiques

502 W. 18th St...... 713/862-7444

HEALTH CARE-COUNSELING/THERAPY
D. “Woodja" Flanigan, MS, LPA

2600 SW Fwy, Ste 409
Dr. Daniel Garza, MD
3131 Eastside St, Ste 4...
Dr. Barry F. Gritz, MD
2211 Norfolk Street, Suite 37 713/869-7400
Everybody Needs Somebody/Jim Benton, A.BS
everybodyneedssomebody.me 281/504-7721
The Montrose Center

401 Branard..... 713/529-0037
Matt Carrillo Counseling + psychotherapy
Matt-Trietsch.com . 512/591-8510
Christine Wysong

2211 Norfolk Street, Suite 37

HEALTH CARE -DENTISTS

Bayou City Smiles/Marcus de Guzman, DDS

2313 Edwards St,, Ste. 150...... 713/518-1411
Cory Logan, DDS

530 Waugh Dr, s 113/942-8598
Montrose DDS/Samuel A. Carrell, DDS

620 W Alabama 713/529-4364
Montrose DDS/Austin T. Faulk, DDS

620 W Alabama e 113/529-4364

HEALTH CARE-HIV/STD TESTING
Avenue 360
Avenue360.0rg
Legacy Community Health
egacyCommunityHealth.org

HEALTH CARE-OPTOMETRISTS

Boutique Eye Care/Juliet Farmer, 0D

1806 Westheimer, Ste. A 713/528-2010
Eye Gallery

1806B Westheimer ...
1700 Post Oak Blvd, Ste 11
Montrose Eye Care/ Paul Lovero, 0D
520 Waugh Dr

HEALTH CARE/PHARMACIES

Legacy Pharmacy
.... LegacyCommunityHealth.org/services/pharmacy

HEALTH CARE-PHYSICIANS
Octavio Barrios, MD

507 West Gray
Gordon Crofoot, MD/Crofoot MD
3701 Kirby, Ste.1230...
Wellness Bar by Legacy
120 Westheimer.

HEALTH CARE-SERVICES
Allies in Hope Houston
aihhouston.org
Avenue 360
Avenue360.0rg
Harris Health County Public Health
Publichealth.harriscountytx.goVa..... 713/439-6293
the Montrose Center

401 Branard.....
Legacy Community Health
LegacyCommunityHealth.or
Ryan White Planning Council

wnnnn113/669-4998

713/957-3672

w1 13/589-9804

281/610-8190

713/869-7400

713/426-0027

.713/523-1279
.713/622-7470

713/352-0974

713/942-7546

] 13/526-0005

713/814-3730

713/623-6796

713/426-0027

713/529-0037

32/548 5000

RWPCHouston.org . 713/572-3784
St. Hope Foundation
offeringhope.org 713/778-1300

HEALTH CARE-SKIN CARE
Skin Renaissance Laser/Octavio Barrios, MD
507 West Gray. 713/942-7546

HOME FURNISHINGS/ACCESSORIES
Eklektik Interiors
1300 Shepherd

i 832/804-6300

OutSmartMagazine.com
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Lane Lewis/Farmers Insurance
2200 North Loop W, Ste 136

JEWELERS
Tenenbaum Jewelers
4310 Westheimer

Zadok Jewelers
1801 Post Oak Blvd, Ste. 100

MASSAGE THERAPISTS
John Aaron Massage & Wellness
2040 North Loop W .

PET SERVICES & SUPPLIES
Bayou City Veterinary Hospital
4720 Washington

Montrose Veterinary Clinic
1701 Montrose
West Alabama Animal Clinic
2030 W. Alabama

PHOTOGRAPHERS
Dalton DeHart Photography
DaltonDehart.com....

PLUMBING
Metro Plumbing and Backflow
metroplumbing.us.
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Venture Pools

713/688-8669

TenenbaumlJewelers.com

Zadok.com

832/649-8422

713/343-9909

713-524-3814

713/528-0818

713/622-2202

713/447-9201

PRINTING/COPY CENTERS
Copy.com
4230 Richmond Ave..... 713/528-1201

REAL ESTATE-MORTGAGE/TITLE

Janet Friedman/J Friedman Mortgage
JFriedmanLoans.com 713-785-5626
Cody Grizzoffi Mortgage

Codygrizzoffi.com ...
Chicago Title -Inner Loop
3700 Buffalo Speedway.
Lyn Sullivan /Alamo Title
4265 San Felipe, Ste 520 .

832/541-1103

713/418-7000

713/228-0801

REAL ESTATE-REALTORS

David Batagower/Compass Realty
bayoucitypropertygroup.comuummmme 713/253-8609
David Bowers/The House Company/Galveston
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Karen Derr/Karen Derr Realty Group/Compass
karenderr.com 713/875-7050
Houston Association of Realtors

har.com 713/629-1900
Lynette Lew/Better Homes and Gardens
LynetteLew.com 713/582-2202
Brandon Newton/Compass
brandon.newton@compass.com.........713/890-9108
Richard Ray / Douglas Elliman Real Estate
713-416-3931
Tom Schwenk/Tom's Galveston Real Estate

Tomsgalvestonrealestate.com . 713/857-2309
V] Tramonte/Joe Tramonte Realty
1802 Broadway/Galveston..... e 409/765-9837

RESTAURANTS/COFFEE/WINE BARS
BB's Tex Orleans

515 Westheimer.
Dessert Gallery
DessertGallery.com...
Frost Town Brewing
100 N. Jackson St
Giacomo's cibo e vino
3215 Westheimer
Gloria's Latin Cuisine

s 113/524-4499

s 113-522-9999

713-224-5326

713/522-1934

GloriasCuisine.com

McHugh Tearoom

5305 Bissonnet St 713/218-6300
Niko Niko's

2520 Montrose 713/528-4976

Riva’s Italian Restaurant
M7 Missouri St.
Salt & Sugar Restaurant
1073 Silber Rd v

TRAVEL/TRAVEL AGENCIES
Concierge Travel, Inc
4920 Mimosa....

713/529-3450

713/780-4351

713/661-2117
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BAR GUIDE

OutSmart’s Bar Guide is now on your phone!

Scan here to check out our directory of E
LGBTQbars and clubs in and around Houston,
including your favorites in Galveston, Huntsville,
Spring, and College Station. Whether you're a
local or a visitor, we’ve got you covered with this
updated guide to the best LGBTQ-friendly spaces.

HOUSTON’S #1 DANCE CLUB

WED/THURSSUN: P20
) ® &) @sosEHOUSTON

FRI/SAT: 9P-3:00/3:15/3:304

810 PACIFIC STREET | (713) 529-508E

SUNDAY FUNDAY
PATIO PARTY

$2.75 WELL VODKA ALL DAY & NIGHT
HAPPY HOUR UNTIL 10PM
oJ

JOE

APM-9PM

804 & 808 PACIFIC STREET, HOUSTON TX | 713-521-2519
OO RSEARANDGRILL | WWW.IRSBARANDGRILL COM

Houston's Hottest

Headquarters!

817 W. Dallas
713.571.7870

Nightly Specials — Call for Details

Voted the Best
Place to Watch Male Dancers
Tues. and Thurs, - Sunday Nights

HOUSTON

ReBar evolved into Rich’s Houston, a vibe restaurant,
OUSTON NOSHERIE

lounge & boutique day / night life experience.

EPICUREAN DELICATESSEN + GOURMAND PATISSERIE

EATSALTANDSUGAR.COM

THE BEST AUIIA N TEXAS!

1/2 OFF LOCKERS
(4:00 PM.TO 11:45 PM) | -

| il 1y
' HALF PRICE ROOMS
(300 P TO 745 PM) -~

NHIHSIHEEIH [ON, TH. 77002 (113] 658-4898 THECLURS.COM

THE CLUB HousTON

A PRIVATE MEN'S CLUB coOD. CLEAN. FUN.
STERM SAUNA | LWARLPOOL | LOCKERS | HOGE DUTODOR PADLE PATID! PRIVRTE DRESSING ROOMS| 13+ DNLY

Right now is the perfect opportunity
10 BE PROUD OF WHO YOU-ARE

X T0 BE COMPASSIONATE TO
YOURSELF AND OTHERS

* T0 SHOW GRATITUDE TO THOSE
YOU LOVE AND TRULY APPRECIATE

Voted BEST ASTROLOGER
by OutSmart Readers

LILLY RODDY
LEQ T
NSTROLOGER

3 Personal astrological sessions

| 2024 READERS'
CHOICE AWARDS

WINNER!

¢ Relationship readings = personal / business

X Presentations & lectures to organizations

CONSULTATIONS BY
APPOINTMENT ONLY
GIFT CERTIFICATES * CREDIT CARDS

713.929.5842

Lillycath@aol.com * www.LillyRoddyShow.com
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SIGN 0UT

By LILLY RODDY

A Season of Second Chaneces

Pisces energy meets the Mercury and Venus retrograde.

ur retrograde period continues
with both Mercury and Venus
going retrograde this month.
Mars finally went direct on
February 23. Both Venus and
Mercury will go retrograde in Aries and
Pisces this month. Venus is our planet
of commitments, personal values, love,
and beauty. When she is retrograde,
we review our partnerships, consider
amakeover of ourselves or our homes,
and explore the value we have to others.

ARIES (Mar. 21-Apr. 19)

You Rams are in a rest-and-retreat mode as the month
begins. This is a better time for taking mental-health
days, doing yoga, meditation, or Tai Chi, and taking
extra-good care of yourself! You are more sensitive to
your environment, and that will have a greater impact
on you. With both Mercury and Venus retrograde in
your sign, this will be a month of looking back and
reconnecting with people from your past. All of your
partnerships will be under review; some you may
retain, and others you will let go. There continues to
be a strong focus on family and your home. You may
be doing repairs or upgrading what you have. Career
review is also active with these ongoing retrogrades.
Connecting with an employer from your past can
prove to be fruitful.

TAURUS (Apr. 20-May 20)

Career shifts are already occurring. You may be
considering doing something on your own or changing
your direction totally! Social and business organiza-
tions can be very helpful in providing options and
other opportunities for you. Friends can also be more
important for you this month as they provide real emo-
tional support. This can also be a very good time for
you to connect to a business organization or support
group to expand your possibilities. With your ruler,
Venus, going retrograde, you will be reconsidering
your ongoing path with your partners, both business
and personal. In the latter part of the month, you will
want to take a step back and make sure that what you
are doing now is in alignment with your internal call-
ing. You may want to put off final decisions until after
mid-April when the planets are direct.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21)

This month, career activity is going to be the main
topic for you! And with Mercury and Venus both
retrograding in your career sector at the end of this
month, there is an opportunity to rethink your current
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Venus retrograde helps us to see the past
so we can make corrections. With Mercury
retrograde, communication can be delayed,
traffic can be worse, the internet may not
work as well, and we have the chance to look
back at our decisions and make corrections.
We are already feeling the effects of
both Venus and Mercury retrograde. They
both will be direct in mid-April. We also
have eclipses this month on the 14th in
Libra and onthe 29th in Aries. It’s abusy
month!

path and direction. For some of you, this can be a time
to consider doing something on your own. If you are
older, you might want to cut back or retire. With the
retrograde planets affecting your career, old problems
that have not been resolved will show up, and this
will be the month to deal with them. Partnerships are
still positive, but we are all reviewing our commit-
ments this month. This continues to be a good time

to upgrade your education, consider relocating, and
taking your partnership to the next level. The best
time for decision making is after April 15. Take your
time and look in every nook and cranny for the best
possible resolution.

CANCER (June 22-July 22)

In the first half of the month, your curiosity is very
active, and you are expanding your education, study-
ing different cultures, and thinking about places to
escape to. This is enhanced with both Mercury and
Venus retrograde in this area of your zodiac. Your
career area comes into greater focus in the latter half
of the month. You are looking for a career path that
connects more to your ideals of a spiritual life with
purpose and an internal calling. It must also be useful
and practical, as well as aiding others in their goals.
With the retrogrades, you may be reconsidering your
current career and the lure of being a stay-at-home
parent. This will impact your family and your relation-
ships. You have been more focused on yourself and
your needs since late October, and not as ready to
compromise as you usually are. The best decisions are
made after April 15.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

Although you have a lot of plans brewing, you will
still be taking time to think about when to put your
plans into action. With our current retrograde period,
decisions after April 15 will prove to be the best. You
are reviewing all aspects of your life. Your view of
relationships is changing as you remove toxic activity

‘u., .‘I\

and toxic people from your life. Your tolerance overall
is much lower! You also may be rethinking where you
live and work. In the first half of the month, you are dis-
covering the hidden cost of relationships, the price of
compromise, and how you are valued by others. In the
latter half of the month, you are working on solutions
to resolve your consternation. Getting out of town can
help you see more options and clear your mind.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.22)

With your ruler, Mercury, going retrograde in the
middle of the month, you will be slowing down and
taking care of things you have been putting off or have
forgotten about. You are taking your health and self-
care much more seriously. You may be improving your
exercise and eating programs, as you are looking to
get rid of toxins from your food and work environment.
Partnerships are the main focus this month. You are
reevaluating your expectations in partnerships. With
difficult partnerships, a resolution has to be found.
With more positive partnerships, this can be a time

of renewal, making sure your goals and views are in
alignment, and getting closer to understanding the
real value your partner has in your life. This is a very
good month to work on reducing debt and investigat-
ing ways to invest. All decisions are best made after
April 15,

LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 23)

This month, there is an emphasis on health, work
conditions, co-worker relationships, and setting
boundaries so that you aren't overloaded. This would
be an excellent month to restart any of your previous
health-improvement programs. This month can also
show problems with office equipment, communication
problems between co-workers, and inefficient meth-
ods of operation. You will be looking to resolve these
issues at work and in your daily life. You will be expect-
ing others to pick up their share of the responsibility. In
the latter part of the month, partnerships are the focus.



This will be a big time of review for you in this area.
Good relationships get better, and difficult ones must
be resolved.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21)

Your creative cycle continues to be strong this month.

This is a time when you are looking for more fun and
enjoyment in your life. This may come through activi-
ties with your partner or friends, and strengthening
connections with your children. This also continues
to be a good time to consider taking a side hobby and
turning it into a money-making venture. This is also a
very good month to improve your health and exercise
programs, visit your doctor, and explore natural ways
to improve your everyday surroundings. You are
becoming more sensitized to your environment and
things you have been able to ignore, so you may find
that more difficult. At the core of this is the shift that
is going on with your family. You are exploring and

releasing the childhood fears that have held you back.

You are shedding your skin.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.22-Dec.21)

Home, family, roots, genetics, your home, and your
current location are all under review. For some, this
can be a time to build your family and establish some
roots and stability. For others, this can be a time of
downsizing to reflect your current state. This is an
excellent time for home repair, upgrading the kitchen,
and improving the landscaping. This is also a time
where the family power structure and hierarchy is
shifting. You have options to take on a leadership role

or step back and let others deal with the responsibility.
You are definitely going to want to lighten your load

as you travel through life. This can be a time when
demanding relationships can really get on your nerves.
In the latter half of the month, you are ready for some
fun and play, and you will not want to push yourself as
much. Keep your options open and flexible.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

This whole year has been about you creating more
order and making your time more useful in your daily
activities. You are expecting others to be more mature
in taking on their personal responsibilities. And if they
do, you are more likely to want to help them along their
way. With your family, you are setting boundaries and
expecting everyone to pitch in. There are some big
shifts going on with your family, and you may have to
step into a different role within the family. This may
affect where you live and your occupation, as well.

If you are older, this can be a time of cutting back or
retiring. Partnerships still require energy, love, and at-
tention. This can be a great month to renew your bonds
with your loved one. This can also be a good time to
renew goals with business partners. Difficulties must
be resolved if you are going to move forward in your
partnerships.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

Pluto, the planet of transformation, detoxification,
shedding your skin, and recognizing your own
personal power, has entered your sign and will remain
there for the next 20 years. It is making its strongest

impact on those of you born in the early days of the
sign. However, all you Water Bearers are feeling some
part of this. This is making you look at all aspects of
your life: what you want to keep and what you want
to throw away. Your tolerance levels are very low! As
this month opens, you are exploring ways to enhance
your resources, raise your fees, and find greater value
in what you do. In the latter half of the month, you are
more talkative and busy improving your daily habits.
You are more direct in your presentation of yourself,
and you're making a greater impact on others.

PISCES (Feb. 19-Mar. 20)

Happy Birthday to the Mermaids and Mermen! This is
your yearly cycle of review, possible renewal, and a
time to set new goals and directions for yourself. This
month is having a strong impact on you, with both
Mercury and Venus going retrograde and impacting
your sign through the middle of April. This will have

a strong impact on your partnerships and will help
renew them. You could find new goals that bring the
relationship closer. This can also bring old lovers back
into your life, as well. You will have less patience with
those who don't take responsibility—especially part-
ners in business, romance, and friendship. Finances
are highlighted in the latter half of the month. You may
ask for a raise, increase your fees, or even renew a skill
you haven't used in a long time. You may be looking at
relocating or doing some downsizing, as well.

For more info,
visit lillyroddyshow.com.
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WIGGING OUT

The Cowboy Casanova

Casper Cain is devilishly entertaining.

By SAM BYRD

Casper Cain knows how to raise a
little hell. Since starting nearly two
years ago, he’s already risen to the
top to become the winner of OSM’s
Gayest & Greatest “Best New Drag King.” He’s
sauve, and he oozes sex appeal every time he per-
forms. So don’t ghost on Casper—find out more
about what makes this drag king tick.

youwant him to be, and he can do it all pretty
damn well. That sounds so cocky, but so is he.

What advice would you share with your
younger self?
Life is too short to spend it in the past or
the future: be present, and always seek
that which brings you love and clarity.
Pronouns? They/Them He/Him in drag. Have you ever had a defining moment in
your life? If so, share more.
My sister’s passing was the most defining
moment of my life. There is a distinct “Before
Alessandradied” and “After Alessandra died”
feeling attached to all of my memories now. As
much pain as remembering that she’s gone brings
me, it makes me more grateful for every day I have
because I know tomorrow isn’t promised. I want to
live alife that makes her proud. She lived fearless-
ly, fully, and authentically in a way that liberated
those around her to do the same. She never judged,
and she extended the same love to her family
as she did to a stranger. The defining moment, I
guess, is the standard Alessandraleft me when
she left all of us: to live and love like her.

Inner avatar? An Italian stallion, of
course!

Hometown? Houston
Dragbirthday? December 21,2022

Story behind the stage name?
Iwanted a stage name that sounded like some-
thing my parents might have named me if I was
born male. I wanted something that sounded
country. I chose Casper because it felt right

and checked both boxes when I heard it for the
first time. Cain comes from my friend Carson
Cain, who I knew from college. He was a huge
supporter of anything creative I did and was the
first person I wanted to call when I found drag.
He passed away in 2020, and taking his name
felt like a good way to honor his legacy. Plus, Car-
son Cain and Casper Cain sound pretty similar,
so it all felt like a natural fit.

Tell us your reaction when you found out you
won OSM’s 2024 Gayest & Greatest award for
the best new dragking.

I was beyond shocked, honestly—very excited

but initially just shocked. The second emotion
that came over me was gratitude. Casper is only
where he is today because of the relentless support

What got you interested in drag? of other people. I became suddenly and acutely

Tkind of found drag by accident. My friends from v ; % aware of the roles everyone who’s ever supported
college were in town for a week and wanted to go Ry, 7 7 me has played in my success so far—my drag fami-
to Pearl Bar since there aren’t any lesbian bars e \ ¥ lies, my friends, partner, siblings, show producers,
in Spokane where they’re from. There happened i \:& = community members, and show supporters. It was
to be a drag-king show that night. I watched -~ very humbling and touching to know that many
for about two numbers and leaned over to my ¢ __e_ people care about me and appreciate what Casper
best friend and whispered, “What is this? I = " f.f has contributed to this scene.
think I want to do this.” I found the show’s ;
producer and ended up leaving that night B I ,j’ What would people be surprised to know
with abooking. aank about you?

\ N I’'m a quadruplet.
Describe your performing persona. "
Casper is the embodiment of confidence, = Marry, Shag, Kill: Jack Daniels, Johnnie
sensuality, and charisma. When the music is Walker, Jim Beam?
on, and he’s onstage or in the limelight, he’s un- Y Kill all of them. I hate whiskey.
touchable—the hottest person in the room. And —
he’s fully aware of that fact. He knows you want Where can we see you perform?
him and that you want to see more of him, so he’s Follow Casper Cain @casper_cain7 Pearl Bar every Wednesday at 9:30 p.m., and
ready to show you anything. He can be whatever on Instagram and @casper_cain on TikTok. o randomly around Montrose.
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Getting tested for HIV is
quick, easy, and FREE.

Find a location near you OR request an at-home test kit at
LegacyCommunityHealth.org/GetTested.

Plus, learn which HIV prevention and treatment options work for you.
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2 2 DRAG PERFORMANCES * GIVEAWAYS
CARNIVAL GAMES * LIVE MUSIC

An event for the LGBTQ community to gather, connect and enjoy the rodeo festivities together!
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