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The White House announced on World

AIDS Day that President Bush would issue an
executive order allowing HIV-positive people
to enter the u.S. on short-term tourist or
business visas without having to seek special
permission. Currently, Hlv-positive travelers
entering the U.S. are required to declare
themselves infected with the virus.

The National Association of Catholic
Diocesan Lesbian and Gay Ministries
(NACDLGM) has issued a statement express-
ing sadness at the approval of the USCCB
document "Ministry to Persons with a Homosexual Inclination." NACDLGM leadership urges "individ-
ual bishops and the Bishops' Conference to reflect on Sacred Scripture, reflect on Church teachinq
and pastoral practice, study the social and physical sciences, listen to and ponder the lived experience
of lesbian and gay persons and their families, and to develop a truly pastoral and prophetic docu-
ment on the place of lesbian and gay Catholics in their Church."

President Bush'sAIDSinitiative,announcedin 2003,isthe largestinter-
nationalhealthinitiativededicatedto combatinga singledisease.(Photo
by PabloMartinezMonsivaislAP)

Congressman Marty Meehan and the American Psychological Association and American Psychiatric
Association sent letters to the Defense Department this week protesting a recently revised military
instruction that now suggests that homosexuality is a defect. The instruction was re-issued in July,
responding to pressure to remove homosexuality from the military classification of a mental illness.-Charles Armstrong,
President and CEO of
Charles Armstrong
Investments, Inc., the par-
ent company of Meteor,
JR's Bar and Grill, South
Beach and Montrose
Mining Company,
announces end-of-the-
year charitable donations
to 12 non-profit 501 (c)(3)
organizations in the spirit
of the Twelve Days of
Christmas for the fourth
consecutive year.

Danny Kallen (left),
Social Director of the
Houston Tennis Club,
presents a check for
$4,000 to Sonna Alton
(right), representative
from Legacy Community
Health Services (formerly
The Assistance Fund). In
the past 10 years, the HTC
has given approximately
$75,000 to beneficiaries
such as The Assistance
Fund, HATCH, VIBE and
now, Legacy Community
Health Services.
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"This Sore
Doesn't Hurt"

This is just one of the excuses that helps make syphilis
one of America's most common sexually transmitted diseases.

Actually, it doesn't hurt, does not mean it isn't bad.
If you ignore it and it's syphilis, it may go away.

Then come back. Then come back. Then come back.
Then come back. You get the idea.

Don't ignore it. And remember, more than 30% of persons
with new syphilis infections are also co-infected with HIV.

If you're not buying the excuses, we can help.
For information and testing locations, call 713-794-9020

STOP SYPHILIS.
NO EXCUSES.

www.noexcuseshouston.org
(Lt\

Houston De par trrie rrt Oftt, '
Health and Human Services
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By JOSHUA LYNSEN

MITCHELL KATINE STILL REMEMBERS THE TIME
gays opened their wallets to help Tyron Garner.

It was 1998. Garner and another man, John
Lawrence, had been arrested after Texas police
looking for an armed intruder barged into
Lawrence's apartment bedroom.

Garner and Lawrence were charged under
the state's sodomy law.

Against all odds, they decided to challenge
the statute.

"There were many people who wanted to
be involved and contribute money toward the
fight," said Katine, who was Garner's attorney
in Texas.

Donations to the case, Lawrence v. Texas,
poured in from across the nation. The money
helped bring the case to the u.S. Supreme
Court, which ruled in 2003 that state sodomy
laws were unconstitutional.

But three years after the $750,000 case
ended and gay activists declared the plaintiffs
heroes, Garner died in poverty of complications
from meningitis.

Family members wanted to give Garner a cas-
ket and grave, but could afford neither. In desper-
ation, they turned to Garner's friends for help.

Katine, the Human Rights Campaign and Lambda
Legal,which bankrolled Garner's legal battle, all
sought donations to help the family. Few came.

Weeks after Garner died Sept. 11, little more
than $200 had been donated. The balance
included $100 Katine gave when he opened the
memorial account.

"People sent in contributions, but they sent
them in much smaller amounts than I imag-
ined," he said. "People were sending $10 con-
tributions and $20 contributions."

Katine said the response was so poor that
Garner's family eventually abandoned their
hopes. The body was surrendered to local offi-
cials Oct. 18 for cremation by the state - an
unceremonious fate that most often befalls the
indigent or forgotten.
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Tyron Garner, who died in September,was laudedfor his
willingnessto fight to overturnsodomylaws.Hewas
chargedwith sodomyafter policefound him having con-
sensualsexwhile they were looking for a prowler in 1998.

Garner's remains were given to his brother, Darrell.
The memorial fund afforded him a metal urn.

"I think it's sad," said Katine, who's gay. "I'm
not being critical of the gay community. I'm
saddened by it. I'm just saddened by not having
a better response from the community."

H. Alexander Robinson, executive director of
the National Black Justice Coalition, whose
organization is now working to memorialize
Garner, agreed.

"It was really a tragic misstep on the part of
all of us in the community," he said. "If we're
going to hold people up as heroes, we should
certainly treat them that way."

'Take care of our own'
Efforts to fund Garner's burial started at Lambda

Legal, which sent an appeal to its Texasdonors.
"It was a Texas case, so the thought would

be that we could take care of our own," said
Dennis Coleman, the regional director for
Lambda Legal in Dallas.

But the limited appeal yielded limited
results. One week after the appeal was made,
the account balance was $200. Katine said just a
few donations trickled in after that.

"I didn't know what to do," he said. "So I

See Local Life cont'd on page 10



FROM THE DIRECTOR OF HERO
AND HOUSE OF FLYING DAGGERS

"EYE-POPPING!
THE GREAT ZHANG YIMOU HAS

DELIVERED ONE OF THE YEAR'S MOST
SPECTACUlARLY VISUAL FILM TREATS.

GONG LI IS SENSATIONAL."
-Pete Hammond, MAXIM

ANGELIKA
FILM CENTER

510 Texas Avenue
(713) CALL-AFC

AMC TH!JRES LANDMARK'S
ST DII 30 GREENWAY

Ounvale ~ esthejmer 5 Greenwav Plaza
(2811319-4AMC (713) 866-8881
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Local Life from page 8

told the family, 'I'm sorry. The response was not
as great as I'd hoped it would be.'"

HRCspokesperson Luis Vizcaino said the organi-
zation tried to help Garner's family by announcing
the memorial fund in the gay Houston magazine
OutSmart, but the effort had little impact.

Coleman said he and others in his office
donated additional funds, boosting the account
total to about $760. Even with those donations,
though, the account couldn't fund a funeral.

Katine said Garner's family, under pressure by
morgue workers to dispose of the body, turned
Garner over to state officials for cremation Oct. 18.

"I think many people thought that we would-
n't have any problem raising ... whatever was
needed," Katine said. "But I think everybody
thought somebody else was going to do it."

Robinson said the National Black Justice Coalition,
like most national gay groups, was unaware of the

family's need until it was too late to help.
"It's something for which we've taken responsi-

bility," he said, "and done some self-examination
about what we will do to honor his memory."

Robinson said the coalition is now consider-
ing how it can best remember Garner.

"We're thinking of something along the
lines of scholarship programs," he said, "to
focus on black gays and lesbians looking at
going into the legal field."

Vizcaino said HRC, meanwhile, is planning to
send $1,000 to the Tyron Garner Fund at
Preferred Bank in Houston. All money donated
now goes to Garner's family.

Robinson said it's vital that gays acrossthe coun-
try never again let their heroes go unsupported.

"Make sure that you support those people,"
he said. "Make sure you know what their needs
are. Make sure you support their family, and that
if ever a circumstance like this happens again,
don't assume that everything is handled."

~ .
Conservative Jews vote
to approve ordination of gays

Conservative Jewish leaders voted Wednesday to
approve the ordination of openly gay and lesbianrabbis
and cantors during a meeting in New York City.The 25-
member Committee on Jewish Laws and Standards of
the RabbinicalAssembly'used a complex voting system,
which requiresonly sixvotesto approve each item. Thus,
conflicting policiescan be approved. Thisenables individ-
ual seminariesand synagoguesto make their own deci-
sions about which approaches to follow. Keshet, an
organization of JewishTheological Seminarycommunity
members advocating full equality in the Conservative
movement organized a day and a half of educational
presentations,prayer and dialogue to coincide with the
JewishLaw Committee'smeeting, Second-yearrabbinical
student and Keshet co-chair Sarah Freidson said her
organization isexcited by the decisionand looksforward
to working with the seminaryto "ensure that any quali-
fied Jew can become a rabbi or cantor."

u.s. promises 'streamlined' process
for HIV-positive tourist visas

WASHINGTON - Restrictions that bar short-term
HIV-positive visitors from entering the u.s. will be
eased but not removed according to a White House
announcement reported by aidsrnap.com, an inter-
national AIDS information website. The change
affects only people traveling on tourist and business
visas that allow entry for up to 60 days and doesn't
alter u.s. immigration policy, It's unclear if HIV-posi-
tive tourists will still be required to declare their HIV
status to u.s. officials to benefit under the new poli-
cy. The news came on last week's World AIDS Day
when a fact sheet from the White House announced
the "categorical waiver."
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Cipel says he doesn't believe
McGreevey is gay

TRENTON, N.J. (AP) - The man former New
Jersey Gov. James McGreevey identified as his
gay lover said last week he believes McGreevey
is not gay. Appearing on "Larry King Live,"
Golan Cipel, an Israeli citizen hired by
McGreevey first as a campaign aide and later as
his homeland security adviser, said that
McGreevey's 2004 resignation speech revela-
tion that he is "a gay American" was "part of
the spin." Through lawyers, Cipel had threat-
ened to sue McGreevey for sexual harassment
shortly before and after McGreevey's resigna-
tion. A lawsuit was never filed, "I think
McGreevey had no choice. There was a sexual
harassment lawsuit against him. And he didn't
know what to do, and his advisers told him,
'come out first: and he would be perceived as
the victim" and thereby gain control of the
story, Cipel said. While he said McGreevey did
make sexual advances toward him on several
occasions, Cipel said the former governor also
frequently spoke about heterosexual encoun-
ters, including sex with prostitutes on trips to
Germany and the Dominican Republic. "I
believe that Jim McGreevey is bisexual," Cipel
said. Cipel, 37, in his first extended national tel-
evision interview since the publication in
September of McGreevey's memoir, "The
Confession," also urged the gay community
"not to embrace McGreevey," saying the for-
mer governor committed sexual harassment
against him and others. Cipel, who has repeat-
edly denied being gay, again insisted that
McGreevey's often graphic portrayal of their
relationship in the book is untrue,
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Holiday season
presents unique

challenges for gays
fighting depression

By DEBORAH MONCRIEF BELL

ELVISSANG, "I'LL HAVE A BLUE, BLUE CHRISTMAS
without you." And those words ring true for those who
are not with the one they love during the holiday season.

But it is also true that you can have a blue
Christmas even when you are partnered. If you
are among those who get down this time of year,
there are ways to make sure your holidays are as
stress-free and happy as possible.

This time of the year puts a lot of stress on
everyone as we prepare for family gatherings, holi-
day parties, shopping and other commitments. It is
also a time of year when unpleasant, dismal
weather can have a negative effect on your emo-
tions and mood. Seasonal Affective Disorder, or
SAD, is a very real condition that can contribute to
making what should be a peaceful and festive time
an absolute misery for those with the condition.

"The holidays can be a difficult time for many
people," says Betsy Schwartz, executive director of
the Mental Health Association of Greater Houston.

"We often have high expectations for a pictur-
esque and perfect holiday, which can create added
pressure and stress" saysSchwartz. "Because the
winter holidays are filled with family and religious
sentiments and traditions, emotions that we often
keep at bay tend to surface at this time. Fortunately,
the holiday blues are temporary and seasonal in
comparison to clinical depression which is longer
lasting and may require medical attention."

But the holiday blues can cause someone who
suffers from a major depressive disorder to have
an episode. So anyone who is being treated for
depression needs to take extra care so they can
better enjoy the season.

Some of the factors of being gay bring yet
another layer when it comes to the holiday expe-
rience. Some of us may have issues with our fami-
lies that don't accept us, adding to feelings of
loneliness and isolation.

Many of us struggle with religious issues,which
are the primary focus of many celebrations. And some
of that also may be the source of family unrest, espe-
cially for those who are not accepted by their loved
ones. Additionally, there may be relationship strains
that many in the non-GLBT community don't have to
face. Often it depends on your level and your part-
ner's level of being out. Coming out for the first time
to your family may not be the best idea during this
time. That conversation is best saved for another day.

See Holiday Blues cont'd on page 14
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Resolve to take better _"~~ ....
care of yourself in

2007!

Seniors Preparing for Rainbow Years

, Peer Support Groups
, Counseling/Psychiatry
, Needs Assessment
, No Out of Pocket Expenses

713.529.0037
Culturally affirming, quality and affordable services.
The SPRY Program is funded by SAMHSA

MONTROSE
COUNSELING
CENTER

·Legacy
Community Health Services

UnIted way oft'"
Texas Gulf (oaR

701 Richmond Avenue • Houston, Texas 77006·5511· www.montrosecounselingcenter.org
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Holiday Blues from page 12

Among the many issuesto consider: Will your
partner attend the office party with you? Will you
or your partner's family welcome you together to
its celebration. If that requires long distance trav-
el, are you allowed the same accommodations as
siblings, that is to say, is the family comfortable
enough to treat your relationship the same way it
treats the spouses of other family members? And
what if you or your partner isn't welcome? Do you
go your separate ways during the holidays? And
what if you or your partner is not out at the office
or with family members? Do you or your partner
get left home alone? And when you are home
alone, do you feel that if your partner really loved
you, he or she would stay with you instead?

Some of these hurdles we may anticipate, but
even if we don't, it may be worthwhile to think
about them ahead of time and put together an
action plan. If you have a partner, discussthe dynam-
icsof your family situations and raise the issuewith
your family members to find out what their expecta-
tions are. Understand that the holidays are a delicate
subject for others and be prepared for emotional
responses,including your own. If you are haunted by
ghosts of "Christmas Past" realize that some memo-
riesand traditions may no longer resonate with you
if they bring up negative and self-destructive behav-
ior and try to come up with your own alternative
traditions with people who are positive.

If you're lonely, it's natural to want to isolate
yourself when you're depressed. If you know
that about yourself, find others around you
who don't have holiday plans and organize a
potluck or volunteer your time to an organiza-
tion that helps the needy. Helping others is a
great way to begin feeling better.

Other psychological factors such as the first
holiday without loved ones can feel very lonely.
Whether the separation is due to death, dis-
tance or divorce, the loss can cause sadness. Or,
family conflicts can intensify and affect one's
mood during holiday gatherings.

Schwartz recommends that you acknowledge
your feelings.

"If you've recently lost someone close to you,
realize that it is normal to feel sadness and grief
- even at what is expected to be a happy time
of the year," she says.

Money also a source of stress
Financial contributors to stressthis time of year

include the temptations of holiday travel, gifts,
food and other treats, which can lead to over-
spending or to a sense of disappointment because
of budget constraints. The expectation that you
have to spend money that you do not have for
gifts puts a lot of pressure on many people.

Physicalfactors, too, can create added stressand
strain. Most people commit to numerous holiday
gatherings in addition to spending large amounts of
time shopping and cooking. Also, during the holi-
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Mental Health Rssociation
of reater Houston
www.mhahouton.org
Information & referral line, 713-522-5161

Gay & Lesbian Switchboard
713-529-3211

days people are likely to eat and drink more than
usual, which can result in seasonal weight gain. The
dangers of overindulgence in alcohol may be the
source of embarrassment at the annual office party
or something as serious as being in an alcohol-relat-
ed car accident. The number of such incidents is
highest on Christmas Eveand New Year's Day.

The holidays can also create problems for
those in treatment for alcoholism. Lambda AA
or other support groups are available to those
who feel they may be in danger of picking up a
drink or need to be with other people who
understand what they are going through.
Sticking to healthy habits and avoiding exces-
sive eating and drinking will serve you better.

How to cope
Find supportive companions. If you're feeling

isolated, seek out community, religious or social
services that can provide the support you need.
Seek out friends to get out and see a movie
together or one of your old favorites on DVD at
home. Make it simple and order pizza.

Plan your expenditures and budget all potential
holiday expenses. Look at your budget before pur-
chasing gifts and consider gifts that money can't
buy - handmade and sentimental items. Spend
quality time with loved ones, whether with family
or family of choice. Make a scrapbook together of
pictures and stories from previous holidays. Don't
spend time with people because you feel like you
should, spend it with people who matter most to
you and if you can't, at least make a phone call.
Think about planning another time that might
work better to get together. Go on a cruise with
your partner or plan a family trip to some favored
location instead of being at someone's home.

It is a good idea to plan ahead by develop-
ing your calendar. Designate specific days to
shop, visit friends and cook. Plan only what you
can reasonably accomplish.

Enjoy the spirit of the season. It is important
to set differences aside and work toward
accepting others as they are. That way you can
avoid falling into old patterns of behavior at
family gatherings. No one can push your but-
tons unless you let them.

The Mental Health Association of Greater
Houston and the Montrose Counseling Center
contributed to this article. Many thanks to Leslie
Gerber and Sally Huffer.
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Adopt, A Homeless Pet For Only $551
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HOLLYWOOD SUPERCENTER

YEAR END CLEARANCEII

We've Moved 300 Ft. To Our NEW Location
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2409·D Orant St.

(Formerly Hollywood Vietnamese Restaurant)

Come In And Save Up To 75% On Selected
Merchandise Throughout The Store

10am - 2am - Sunday - Thursday
10am - 3 am - Friday" Saturday

In The Heart Of Montrose
713·527·8510
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Lucio's offers an impressive menu,
just don't forget to bring your own wine

By J.A. CHAPMAN

I LOVE THE WINE LIST AT LUCIO'S. IT ALWAYS
has my favorite wines at the best prices.

That's because I bring my own, which is the
whole idea at Lucio's BYOB & Grill.

Recently opened next to Gravitas on Taft,
Lucio's offers a quirky mix of cuisines. There's a
slight emphasis on Creole and Italian with a few
throwback favorites to add a homey charm.
Unlike other mid-priced bistros, Lucio's offers a
good selection of quality seafood and some
impressively innovative meat dishes. It's easy to
eat very well on a budget.

Owner John Sjoberg is aiming for the mid-
priced market with Lucio's. But he wants to
offer an intimate dining experience with top
quality food, where customers can linger over a
bottle of wine. Or two. So far he's succeeding
on all counts.

The starters are a mix of classic, creative and
homey.The crab cakes ($12) are the epitome of
classic - golden on the outside, thick with
moist crab inside, and served with a spicy cream
sauce. For something a bit more innovative, try

the beef tenderloin tempura ($9). It's surprising-
ly tender and beef works better deep-fried than
one would guess. The bland peanut sauce needs
some work, but the dish still works.

For a true throwback starter, don't miss
the spinach artichoke dip ($7). It's not the
gooey mess of days past, though. This is an
updated version - creamy, thick and deca-
dent. Served with pita chips, there's plenty to
share with a large group.

Bisque fans will be happy with the rich and
creamy crawfish bisque ($5). It's got a bit of fire,
but not enough to overpower the hearty
chunks of crawfish and smooth tomato base.
The large bowl is almost enough for a meal.

If you like risotto, try the sauteed scallops
with butternut squash and shrimp risotto
($18). The creamy, robust risotto is filled with
chunks of sweet butternut squash and shrimp.
Three delicately sauteed scallops round out
the dish. It's a creative mix of flavors and
deceptively filling.

Pork fans need to run, not walk, to Lucio's
and order the prosciutto-wrapped pork chop
duxelle ($19). They start with a top grade, thick
cut chop and stuff it with goat cheese and
chopped mushrooms, then wrap it in prosciutto.

See Dining cont'd on page 18
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Dining from page 17

The result is a gloriously tender chop, with
crispy prosciutto and a little surprise of tangy
cheese and mushrooms in the middle. Served
with garlic mashed potatoes and sauteed green
beans, it's divine.

Save a little room for dessert ($5). The selec-
tion is limited, but the execution is fine. The
creme brulee is impressively smooth, and the
bread pudding is deceptively well made. Dense,
rich and served with a bourbon cream sauce, it's
a warm, comfy treat.

DINNER IS THE MAIN EVENT AT LUCIO'S, BUT
here's a secret - the restaurant is also open for
lunch. Not for much longer, though. Owner
Sjoberg plans to phase out the lunch menu as
of the first of the year to concentrate on the
evening trade. But for now it's still possible to
indulge in a few items that don't make the din-
ner menu, including a glorious shrimp po-boy
($8). Gulf shrimp so fresh they're practically still
swimming are battered, fried and served on a
white sub roll. A dab of tartar sauce, fries on
the side and it's a little slice of heaven.

Lucio's is a simple place. It has two rooms, a
simple black, white and gray color scheme and
some artwork for sale to liven things up. It's not

Starts Friday,
December 22nd RIVER OAKS

2009 W. Gray St.. (713) 866-8881

Exclusive
Engagement

fancy, but it's a hidden gem. The food is out-
standing, the service is friendly, efficient and
attentive and the prices are moderate. It's little
wonder that it has already built up a sizeable
stable of regulars.

So pack up your favorite bottles and head to
Lucio's. If you end up lingering over dinner,
don't be surprised. That's the whole idea.

I
905 Taft
Houston, TX 77019
713-523-9958

,(OJ

Food: 1.11.11.11.11/2
Service: 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1
Value: rei 1.1 1.1 1.1
Scene: 1.11.11.11/2

•• = Stay home and eat cereal
lei lei = Well, if you really must
lei lei lei = Fine for all but the finicky
lei lei lei lei =Worth more than a

20-minute drive
lei 1.1 lei 1.1 1.1 =As good as you'll

find in this city

• WINNE~AN FIL A nOS II
BEST PICTURE A~~;:~E

"****!(HICUEST RATING!)

ALMODOVAR CRAFTS ONE
F THE YEAR'S BEST FILMS!"

-Peter Iravers, ROWNG STONE
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new film falls short

By JASON SIERRA

ZHANG YIMOU FIRSTWOWED AMERICAN
audiences when he successfully Matrix-ed the
beauty of a monochromatic landscape painting
with his mythic epic, "Hero" (released 2004).His
next major stateside release, "House of Flying
Daggers," only boosted our faith in the incredi-
ble balance he had achieved between the
drama of his storytelling and the aesthetic pos-
sibilities of the CGI'd martial arts scene.

So it is that, with China backing his latest film
as its Oscar submission for best foreign film this
year, Zhang prepares to release "Curse of the
Golden Flower" to an eagerly awaiting American
fan base. Unfortunately for Zhang lovers every-
where, this latest work goes a bit of a different
route, even with all the same elements.

Zhang's "Curse of the Golden Flower," set to
premiere in Houston at the Angelika Film Center
on Dee. 22, does not run short on any of the qual-
ities that made his first films into box office hits.
That is, except one: restraint. The film, which
opens with all the opulence of Sofia Coppola's
"Marie Antoinette," makes one fatal mistake that
Coppola successfully managed to avoid: Zhang
brings plot to the table and a lot of it.

Curse tells the story of an ill-fated and ill-
tempered royal family, the complexity of whose
intrigue rivals any Shakespearean concoction of
mishaps and falsities.

When the emperor (Chow Yun Fat) returns
from battle with his second son (Jay Chou) on the
eve of the Chong Yang Festival, a frosty empress
(Gong Li) seems lessthan happy to see him.

We learn that she is his second wife, and he,
a general who coerced his way into power with
one son already at his side. This arrangement
makes the crown prince (Liu Vel, son of the
emperor's first wife, fair game for a long-term
illicit love affair with his empress "mother."

But Crown Prince Wan has plans to end the
affair. Attempting to shirk the crown, he
requests permission to leave the palace in order
to gain experience in the world beyond. Soon
enough, however, the jealous and ailing queen
bee learns of his true intentions to escape with

the Imperial Doctor's daughter, Chan (Li Man).
Meanwhile the Imperial Doctor (Ni Dahong)

is using Chan to enact a plan to off the empress
on the emperor's behalf. Only here it is not
enough simply to kill her, we're going to rob
her of all mental faculty slowly over time.

When the Empress finally learns of her slow
poisoning at the extended hands of her hus-
band, the entire family's mental faculties are
suddenly forfeited and an entire generation is
at jeopardy. Sons betray their father, lovers
their beloved and brothers each other. Why?
Zhang will tell you later.

Unfortunately much of the plot involves
these types of delayed revelations, making the
first hour of the two-hour flick feel like one
long exposition. Most of the film, in fact, is set-
up for the final battle scenes: the unveiling of
Zhang's strongest work, right? Martial arts com-
bat scenes to the maxi Unfortunately the action
sequences in "Curse" do not come close to rival-
ing the majestic and simple beauty of Hero or
even the intricately detailed grandeur of a
"Lord of the Rings" battle for Middle Earth.

Instead, we are met with scythe-on-a-string
ninjas who swing through canyons on ropes that
never reach their end (a la Spiderman) and inex-
plicable and generally uninteresting soldiers in red

See Film cont'd on page 22
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Film from page 20

who easily defeat their opponents from a distance
with deadly accuracy and a bow and arrow.

What's lacking in all this is the hand-to-hand
combat we came to a Zhang Yimou film to see,
computer enhanced just the way we like it. Instead
the CGIfolks on this film only manage to pour out
countless identical gold and silver soldiers, not
much more detailed than I would expect from a
video game, only to then depict a unilateral and
distanced slaughter, again with bows and arrows.

Which brings me back to Marie Antoinette's
heroine, costume designer Milena Canonero. If
you loved the fall collection of 14th century
women's accessories just wait until you see what
the Tang dynasty has in store for you this winter.

Zhang's aesthetic in Curse, while not to be
compared with the elegance of Hero or House
of Flying Daggers, is nonetheless stunning. He
hangs the film on a simple proverb, "Gold and
Jade on the outside, rot and decay on the
inside." And from this he derives the film's
greatest consistency: gold, gold, gold!

Unfortunately family values aren't the only
thing rotting underneath all that glitz.
Superstars Chow and Gong give performances
that don't help the soap opera-worthy plot
twists. Chou and Ye, however, manage to reign
in their emoting to a level that demands some

Mazzoni Center 6th Annual
Philadelphia

'frans-Health Conference

April 5-7, 2007
Philadelphia umvention Center

www.trans-health.oIg
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degree of sympathy for the troubled family,
while Chen Ji, gives an outstanding perform-
ance as the wife of the Imperial Doctor.

Now, there's no doubt that "Curse of the
Golden Flower" will rally more than a few
Zhang enthusiasts who will enjoy its overdone
aesthetic and a handful of unexpected and
impossible sword and rope tricks in the two
hand-to-hand scenes Zhang does grant us, but
for the rest of us who are looking for the
painterly Zhang, we'll have to dwell on the his
older films for a little while longer.

Curse of the Golden Flower
Official Selection - AFI Film Festival
www.sonyclassics.com/curseofthegoldenflower

Genre: ArtlForeign/Drama/Romance
Opening Date: December 22
Running Time: 1 hour, 54 minutes
Rating: R

Cast: Chow Yun Fat, Gong Li, Jay Chou, Liu Ye,
Chen Jin, Ni Dahong, Li Man, and Qin Junjie
Director: Zhang Yimou
Saeenplay: Zhang Yimou, Wu Nan, and Bian Zhihong
Director of Photography: Zhao Xiaoding

~ Enter for a chance to win the
~ on the Web Sweepstakes

Log-on to houstone.com

With the elegant linesand classicaesthetic,the Vespa
is recognizedas the epitome of Italian luxury and
design.FromAudrey Hepburnto Marlon Brande, the
classicvespa has been part of the glamour-crowd

since the 1950·s. Now is
your chanceto experience
first-hand, what today's
style-makers refer to as
the 'ultimate ride:

houstone·com

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY.Purcllase wi" noIlmprove your cnences of
winning. see official rules on noustonvoke.com. All entries must be
receM!d between 12:00 AMEST0Il9n5J06 and 11:59 PM ESTon lf2910Z
One winner will be selected in a random drawing on or around lnl07.
ARV of prize Is $3.544. Odds of winning depend on number of eligible
entries received, Void where prohlblled.

Copyright c 'Nindow Media lLC AJI rights reserved
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Best Bet
Resurredion MCC is located at 2025 West 11th Street and is the

largest church in the Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan Community
Churches. Resurrection envisions a Christian Community that values
diversity and is as diverse and all encompassing as creation. www.resur-
rectionmce.org

Sunday, Dee. 24, 9 a.m., 11 a.m. and 10 a.m. - Christmas Eve Services
Sunday, Dec. 31, 9 a.m., 11 a.m. and 7 a.m. - New Year's Eve Services

This holiday season St.
Paul's Methodist Church is
offering an opportunity to
share grief experiences and
re-examine spirituality in the
wake of loss. Living with Loss,
a grief support group, will meet
six Tuesday nights from 7 to
8:30 p.m., beginning Nov. 28
through Jan. 16 except for
Dec.26 and Jan.2. For more infor-
mation, contact Rev.Thompson at
terryt@stpaulshouston:org.

A Very Colt Christmas: Get
ready for fun, food, prizes and
a wreath contest at The Colt
45's annual Christmas show and
community awards to be held
Sunday, Dee. 17 at 7 p.m.The
festivities will be unfolding at
the Colt 45's favorite hang out,
The BRB, located at 2400
Brazos.AII proceeds from the
event will benefit Colt 45's AIDS
TroubleFund. For more informa-
tion, please visit
www.colt45s.org

St. Paul's Methodist Church
will be hosting a number of reflec-
tive and celebratory servicesdur-
ing the holiday season.The church
iswithin one block of both
Museum District MetroRaii stops,
and free parking isavailable in
two lots acrossFannin Street from
the church. For more information
visit the church website at
www.stpaulshouston.org
Sunday, Dee. 17, 4:30 p.m. -
Children's Christmas Candlelight

worship service
Thursday, Dee. 21, 6 p.m. - St
Paul's Chapel - Service of the
Longest Night of the Year
Sunday, Dee.24, 5p.m. and 7
p.m.- Advent Lessonsand Carols
Sunday, Dee. 24, 9 p.m. -
Christmas Eve worship service
Monday, Dee. 25, 10:30 a.m. -
Christmas Day worship service

Stages Repertory Theatre
presents the regional premiere of
Gregg Coffin's laugh-out-Ioud
"perfect date" musical, Five
Course Love. Follow five couples
through five restaurants in this
comedic performance featuring
Houston favorite Thomas Prior.
Friday, Dee.8 through Sunday,
Dee.31. www.stagestheatre.com

Community Gospel Church
is located just north of Montrose
at 4305 Lillian Street. Information
about this vibrant and welcom-
ing community can be found on
their website at www.communi-
tygospel.org
Sunday, Dee. 17, 7 p.m.-
Christmas XALT - Music and
praise with desert to follow
Sunday, Dec, 24, 11 a.m. -
Special candle light service
Sunday, Dec. 31, 9 p.m. to mid-
night - Watch, Night Service

Stages Repertory Theatre is
collaborating with the Hobby
Center to present the only pro-
duction in Houston's downtown
Theatre District created specifical-
ly for young audiences: the
perennial holiday favorite "The
Toys Take Over Christmas."
Zilkha Hall will host public per-
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formances December 19-21 at 2
p.m., and Friday and Saturday,
Dec. 22-23 at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.
www.thehobbycenter.org.

For 28 years the City Wide
Club has hosted a Christmas Eve
Dinner for the Houston Public in
need.This year will be no differ-
ent, the Christmas Eve Big Feast
of Sharing will be hosted at the
George R. Brown Convention
Center on Sunday, Dee. 24, 2006.
For volunteer information or to
make reservations please call
(713) 752-CLUB(2582) or visit
www.citywideclub.com

The driving rhythms of India's
industrial/club dance musicare at
the heart of Donald Byrd's
"Bhangra Fever." For tickets or
more information contact the
Societyfor the Performing Arts at
713-227-4SPAor visit www.spa-
houston.org. Performancesat the
Wortham Center'sCullen Theater
Fridayand Saturday,Jan. 12-13at 8
p.m. aspart of the I.w. Marks
DanceSeries.

Handel's Messiah,
Conducted by Jane Glover,
featuring Sari Gruber, Paula
Rasmussen,Lawrence Brownlee,
Derick Parker and the voices of
the Houston Symphony Chorus
under the direction of Charles
Hausmann. Performances Friday
and Saturday, Dee. 16 -17 at 8
p.m. and Sunday, Dee. 18 at 2:30
p.m. www.houstonsymphony.org

For full coverage on these and
more events, please visit us online
at www.houstonvoice.com



Sunday December 17th

800 PACifiC
holiday

Customer Appreciationparty
$2.50 Wen Drinks

&$2.50 Domestic Longnecks
from 9 pm until 11 pm

South Beach
JR's Bar & Grill
Montrose Mining Company

Free cover at SoBe
9pm until 11pm

www.houstonvoice.com • HOUSTONVOICE 25



• HOUSTON VOICE· www.houstonvoice.com



www.houstonvoice.com • HOUSTON VOICE 27



28 HOUSTON VOICE • www.houstonvoice.com



rL& 0 ~

SHARE / HOUSTON
OAK FORESTROOM Room to rent by SGM. 3/2 house,WD
cable POOl, priv yard, no smoking or drugs! Off of 290 near
610 loop. S525/month covers everything. 713-459-8109

SKYLANE APARTMENTS

MAIL ORDER
HAIRCUTTING VIDEOS www.barbershopvideo.com PO 80x 156,
Prarieville, LA 70769. (225) 252-9226

PHOTOGRAPHY

OBITUARIES

PATRICK ELLIS, 52 passed away on Saturday, November 25th,
2006 at his home in Houston, Texas of a stroke. Born August 6th,
1954 in Bordeaux, Franceto Charles and Eugene Ellis,Pat had lived
in Houston for almost 30 years. Previous to Houston, he had lived
in France,England, California, and Ohio. He is survised by his broth-
er Michel A. Ellis of Dripping Springs,Texasand many close friends.
Patrick worked for over 20 years as a buyer and a designer for
Hallmark in Houston, Texas. Pat will be remembered lovingly and
with joy. In lieu of flowers, please make a memorial donation to the
Human Rights Campaign at HRC-Memorial Gifts, 1640 Rhode
Island Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20036.

HEALTH & FITNESS
PERMANENT PENIl£ ENLARGEMENT FDAApproved Medical
Vacuum Pumps. Gain 1-3" Permanently. Viagra, Testosterone.
Free Brochures. (619) 294-7777 www.drjoekaplan.com

PSYCHIC READINGS
PSYCHIC JAYDEN Amazing love specialist. Help in all areas of
life. Find your soulmate. Know your future. Immediate results
guaranteed. Never failed a case. 1-800-270-0649

EMPLOYMENT
DOG DAYCARE ATTENDANTS and groomer positions available.
713-522-8144. HAPPYTAILSDOG SPA.1315 Waugh. www.happy-
tailsdogspa.comihouston

MASSAGE
BODYWORK BY DAN Hands-On Swedish DeepTissue.Masculine
priv, discreet, Montrose location. InlOut hrs: 9am-1Opm,

"0n college guy
• iherapudic • nvedilh • lportJ

• d""" tiuoe » myollruapy
• ,daM/ion tlruapy

NEW Jteam Rooml!!
MontroJe Studio

7'],521-5100
wwwjaJonrmt.com

n'~·l)IlO

HOUSTON VOICE 29



an .......•
massageworks .com
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OF BODY AND MIND BY

LEE
832 978·7017

CENTRALLY LOCATED
7 DAY$JEVENINGS

L2:iI!!::::.2:tJ1I OUTCALL$ WELCOME
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BODYWORK
COME & ENJOY A SENSUAL RUBDOWN by a romantic
Italian, 6' 200lb male in Montrose. In-calls $75. Out/hotel calls
avail 2417. Sun & Mon Specials - $60 for all IN Calls - 12 Noon
to 12 midnight. Enjoy your full-body total release rubdown.
RICO (832) 816-1178.

PHONE FANTASY
FREE LIFE HOT GAY CHAT Manscan-Personals-More! (563)

843-8884. 18 yrs. + 24 Hrs.



YOU CAN STILL SELL YOUR LIFE
INSURANCE POLICY FOR CASH

HIV+?
SELL YOUR LIFE

INSURANCE POLICY FOR CASH
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